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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. The present report has been prepared pursuant to CGeneral Assenbly

resol ution 50/55 of 11 Decenber 1995, in which the Assenbly requested the
Secretary-Ceneral to invite Menber States to submit, not later than 31 May 1996
witten comments on the future of the Trusteeship Council, and to submt to the
General Assenbly, as early as possible and before the end of its fiftieth
session, for appropriate consideration, a report containing conments rmade by
Menber States on the subject.

2. By a note dated 27 Decenber 1995, the Secretary-General, in accordance with
t he above resolution, invited all Menber States to subnmit by 31 May 1996 witten
coments for inclusion in the report. As at 21 June 1996, 19 replies to that
comuni cation had been received fromthe Governnents of Antigua and Barbuda,

Bel arus, Col onbi a, Ecuador, Iceland, Italy, Janmaica, Lesotho, Ml aysia, Milta,
New Zeal and, Ni caragua, Norway, Pakistan, Slovenia, Sweden, the United Arab
Emirates, the United States of Anerica and Zi nbabwe. These replies are
reproduced in section |l of the present report.

I'l. REPLIES RECEI VED FROM MEMBER STATES
1. ANTI GUA AND BARBUDA
[Oiginal: English]
[ 25 January 1996]

The Governnent of Antigua and Barbuda wishes to state that it has carefully
studied the report of the Sixth Commttee (A/50/646) and at present can see no
reason by the Trusteeship Council should be retained.

Antigua and Barbuda takes this view even though in its interventions in the
First Commttee, in matters pertaining to Antarctica, it is in the forefront of
countries wishing to preserve manki nd's comon heritage, and has been nost
active in matters pertaining to the environnent.

But, all of the concerns set out in docunent A/50/646 shoul d be handl ed by
the Second Committee which is adequate to deal with the matters nmentioned in the
report. At a tine of severe financial constraints, efforts should be nmade at
contraction, with increased efficiency, rather than expansi on and unnecessary
dupl i cati on.

Though it nmay be argued that the Trusteeship Council already exists, we are
di scussing assigning to it new functions which already have their rightful place
in an existing commttee; hence our reference to expansion or, if preferred,
unnecessary duplication.
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2.  BELARUS
[Oiginal: Russian]
[30 May 1996]

The Republic of Belarus is in favour of abolishing the Trusteeship Council,
first and forenpst because it has discharged its historic role. W consider
that the Trusteeship Council, were it to be assigned functions of "holding in
trust for humanity its comon heritage", would be duplicating the work of other
organs of the United Nations system including the United Nations Environment
Programme, the International Maritime O ganization and others. Froma
procedural standpoint, assigning to the Trusteeship Council functions wth
respect to the "comon heritage" calls for considerable changes in the Charter
of the United Nations.

Nor shoul d sight be lost of the fact that, in the eyes of many States, this
organ is associated with the colonial past. Furthernore, the continued
exi stence of the Trusteeship Council in its new capacity will entail the need to
al |l ocate considerable suns fromthe United Nations budget, and this wll
inevitably conplicate the already extrenmely difficult financial situation of the
Organi zati on.

3. COLOwBI A
[Oiginal: Spanish]
[15 March 1996]

The Governnent of Col onbia believes that the Trusteeship Council has
fulfilled the nmandate entrusted to it by the Charter of the United Nations and
has nade a decisive contribution to the decol oni zati on process that has
transformed international society. |Its achievenents are one of the greatest
sources of pride and a major success of the United Nations.

Now t hat the purpose for which the Trusteeship Council was established has
been achi eved, we do not see any reason to prolong its existence, especially at
a time when the States Menbers of the United Nations are engaged in a process of
reformng and streamining its organs and functions.

4. ECUADCR
[Oiginal: Spanish]
[ 28 February 1996]
The Government of Ecuador believes that the continued existence of the
Trusteeship Council is unnecessary, since, with the conpletion of the

decol oni zation process, it has fulfilled its mandate. The Council shoul d,
therefore, be di shanded.



A/ 50/ 1011
Engl i sh
Page 5

5. | CELAND
[Original: English]
[21 June 1996]

In response to the Secretary-General's request for coments on the future
of the Trusteeship Council, it is the position of the Governnent of |celand that
the Council has effectively attained its original goals and shoul d be dissol ved.
This should be done in conjunction with the overall strengthening of the United
Nations system through ongoing reforms and should reflect the Organi zation's
ability to adapt to rapidly changing circunstances

6. | TALY
[Oiginal: English]
[30 May 1996]
1. In resolution 50/55 of 11 Decenber 1995 on the review of the role of the

Trusteeship Council, the General Assenbly requested the Secretary-General to
invite Menber States to submit, not later than 31 May 1996, witten conmmrents on

the future of the Trusteeship Council. Following the invitation fromthe
Secretary-Ceneral, the Governnment of ltaly has nade the foll owi ng conments
concerning the future of the Trusteeship Council, having special regard to the

various proposals that have been advanced in this area.

2. The first proposal is to abolish the Trusteeship Council, whereas the
second is to maintain its present nandate, even though there are no nore
territories to be admnistered. |Italy is of the view that particular caution

shoul d be used in considering both of these possibilities. The abolishnent of a
princi pal organ of the United Nations is a neasure of great rel evance for the

institutional balance set out in the Charter. It would affect, in this case, an
organ established on the basis of the principles of trust and conmobn
responsi bility, which are no | ess fundanental, in the spirit of the Charter,

than the principles of peace, security, equity, justice and the sovereign
equality of States. To abolish the Trusteeship Council would also require
recourse to the conplex procedure of amending the Charter. On the other hand,
nmai nt ai ni ng the Trusteeship Council with its present nandate, in the absence of
concrete functions to be perforned with respect to territories under the
trusteeship system would not nmake full use of the potentials of this organ in
pursui ng the purposes of the United Nations.

3. A third option is suggested in the proposal of the Governnent of Malta to
enhance the mandate of the Trusteeship Council, and to include in it the
responsibility for safeguarding the "comon heritage of nmankind". The

Trust eeship Council would be transformed into a guardian and trustee of the
resources of the "global comons". Both of these concepts (common heritage of
manki nd and gl obal comons) are well known in nodern | egal doctrine and
international practice. They relate to a variety of resources transcendi ng the
limts of national jurisdiction or the national interests of a single State.
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They concern areas such as the regine of the seabed beneath the high seas, the
use of outer space, climte change, the preservation of biodiversity and the
protection of the environment, particularly in extraterritorial zones. These
concepts have been applied in various multilateral conventions, including the
1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, and the 1992 convention
that energed fromthe R o Conference on Environnent and Devel opnent (the United
Nati ons Framework Convention on dimate Change and the Convention on Biol ogica
Diversity). According to the proposal of Malta, the Trusteeship Council should
be entrusted with the power of coordinating conventional nechanisns dealing with
the resources of the "global commons”, and the efforts of the internationa
comunity to protect them

4. It is the view of the Governnent of Italy that the proposal of Malta
deserves consideration. The termnation in 1993 of the agreement on the | ast
territory under the trusteeship system (Pal au) represents an opportunity to
review the role of the Trusteeship Council. At the same tinme, the suggestion to
assign to this body new responsibilities in the area of safeguarding the
resources of the gl obal commpns appears to be consistent with the furtherance of
the principle of trust which was at the source of its establishnent as a
princi pal organ of the United Nations.

7. JAMAI CA
[Oiginal: English]

[20 June 1996]

The CGovernnent of Janmica supports the abolition of the Trusteeship Counci
since it has fulfilled its mandate.

The Trusteeship Council was established to supervise the adm nistration of
Trust Territories and to ensure that Governnents responsible for their
admi ni stration took adequate steps to prepare themto achi eve sel f-government or
i ndependence. Having regard to the fact that all Trust Territories have
attai ned i ndependence, the Trusteeship Council has fulfilled its mandate as
prescribed under the Charter of the United Nations.

The Governnent of Janmmica is therefore of the view that, having
successful |y acconplished this mandate, the Trusteeship Council should be
abol i shed. The General Assenbly should therefore proceed with the necessary
steps to elimnate the Council in accordance with Article 108 of the Charter

8. LESOTHO
[Oiginal: English]
[30 May 1996]

The Governnent of the Kingdom of Lesotho wishes to state that it favours
assigning to the Trusteeship Council a new nandate of coordinating and
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saf eguardi ng the conmon heritage of humankind in order to preserve peace and
stability.

The preservation of humankind's comon heritage, which the internationa
comunity holds in trust for future generations, requires a coordinated
approach. No institution is better suited to undertake this task than the
Trust eeshi p Council whose track record on activating conmon responsibility
cannot be faulted.

Even though there may be constitutional problens in changing the nandate,
such problens are not insurnmobuntable and, if dealt with in the context of the
overal | amendnent of the Charter, can be resol ved

9. MALAYSI A
[Oiginal: English]
[7 February 1996]

In view of the fact that the Trusteeship Council has fulfilled the mandate
that had been entrusted to it, the Governnment of Malaysia is of the view that
the Council shoul d be di shanded.

10. MALTA
[Oiginal: English]
[15 May 1996]

The Future of the Trusteeship Council 1/

Revitalizing the United Nations

1. Consol i dati on of peace, human rights and sustai nabl e devel opnent envision a
wor |l d order based on solidarity, subsidiarity and joint action

2. Freed fromthe grip of the cold war, the international comunity could go
wel | beyond detente. Contenporary realities have breathed the will of Menber
States to revitalize the United Nations system The comon goal and aspiration
is that of an enhanced United Nations that better responds to the chall enges of
our time in the interest of present and future generations.

1/ Comments by the Governnent of Malta in ternms of General Assenbly
resol ution 50/55 of 11 Decenber 1995, on the review of the role of the
Trusteeship Council, and in response to the Secretary-General's invitation to
Menber States to nmake witten subm ssions by 31 May 1996
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3. The forty-fifth session of the United Nations General Assenbly was the
threshold to this new era. Hopes and di sappoi ntnents | andmarked t hat session
They inposed a need to review the ability of the United Nations to respond.
Presiding at that session, Professor Guido de Marco hel d wi de-rangi ng

consul tations on the subject with Menber States and origi nated a nunber of
initiatives to revitalize the United Nations and its principal organs. 2/

4. On 31 January 1992, the Security Council held a historic neeting at the

| evel of heads of State and Governnent. The new chal |l enges faced by the

i nternational community in the search for peace were noted. "Al|l Menber States
expect the United Nations to play a central role at this crucial stage. The
menbers of this Council stress the inportance of strengthening and inproving the
United Nations to increase its effectiveness." 3/

5. This urgent need was also the leitnotif of conprehensive reflection by
Dr. Boutros Boutros-CGhali, the United Nations first post-cold war Secretary-
Ceneral. H's Agenda for Peace and Agenda for Devel opment underlined the

necessity to evaluate potentials and limtations of the United Nations systemin
the Iight of the new dynanmics in international relations.

6. These initiatives, together with other proposals fromw thin and outside
the system have led to current broad-ranging di scussi on anong Menber States.
The quest renmins that of inproving the present capacities of the United Nations
wi thout |osing sight of the fundanental principles on which the Organization was
f ounded.

7. Malta's proposal to review the role of the Trusteeship Council, 4/ first

| aunched by the President of the forty-fifth session of the United Nations
Ceneral Assenbly, 5/ was inspired and sustained by this conprehensive assessnent
of the Organization, current realities and nascent needs.

Bal ance pervades the Charter

8. The United Nations was founded on the conplete vision which emerged from
the bitter experiences of war and conflict. This inspiring philosophy required
a holistic institution: an organization nandated with responsibility for

di stinct yet interconnected areas of human activity and the safeguard of agreed
and fundanental principles of international behaviour

9. Bal ance pervades the Charter. Each principal organ projects principles
vital to an international order based on peace, justice and freedom Each is
entrusted with specific responsibilities relative to the pronotion of equity and

2/ A Presidency with a Purpose, Mnistry of Foreign Affairs, Mlta, 1991

[9¥]
~~

See S/23500.

See A/ 50/ 142.

[
~~

[l
~~

See A/ 45/ PV. 82.
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the elimnation of causes of conflict and tension. They nust be viewed together
within a perspective of equitable, balanced pronotion and safeguard of the
principles that each represents.

10. Institutional equilibriumis not the cause but the effect of this bal ance.
The six principal organs are not nere organi zational |inbs designed solely for
the pragmatic distribution of work which can be anputated at wll.

11. Establishnent of the Trusteeship Council as a principal organ of the United
Nations was based on the built-in principles of trust and comon responsibility.
Li ke peace, security, equity, justice and the sovereign equality of States,

t hese two fundamental principles cannot be bound or conditioned in their
enunci ati on, acknow edgenment or application by specific historical conditions or
events.

12. The essential and innate value of principles is that they are lasting in
tinme. Principles are the key to interpret events. Being indispensable in
gui di ng i nternational behaviour, they cannot be di sposed of - neither can those
princi pal organs which, in a balanced manner, are entrusted by the Charter to
pronote and saf eguard them

13. "Wth all the convulsions in global society, only one power is left that

can i npose order on incipient chaos: it is the power of principles transcendi ng
changi ng perceptions of expedi ency." 6/

Non-mlitary sources of instability

14. In the execution of its mandate during the past 50 years, the Trusteeship
Counci| was guided by the underlying principles of trust and common
responsibility. These provided the Council with the ability to address the
peculiar nature of the different activities entrusted to it and a broad
framework for the adoption of a consistent and coordi nated approach.

15. The primary and basic objective of the trusteeship systemwas the
furtherance of international peace and security through the activation of comon
responsibility. Placing territories under this systemwas unique. It
forestalled the conflict potential of differing clains of possession. It was a
tangi bl e mani festati on and application of the principles of trust and comon
responsibility by the international community. Benefit in the adoption of these
principles was dual. Application proved to be a prototype of pre-enptive

di pl omacy. |t ensured the progressive devel opnment towards self-government or

i ndependence of the inhabitants of the territories.

16. Since then the concept of trust as a source of common responsibility of
States has been further evolved by the international comunity. Conflict
potential could be pre-enpted if certain areas or sectors, rather than left to

6/ Statement by the Secretary-Ceneral at the 3046th neeting of the
Security Council, held at the | evel of Heads of State and CGovernnment on
31 January 1992 (see S/ PV.3046).
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open, unrestrained conmpetition, were to becone conmon responsibility of the

i nternational community as a whole. This awareness led to the recognition of
such concepts as conmon heritage, global conmons and gl obal concerns. Trust is
their common denomi nator. These concepts now formthe basis of a nunber of
conventions consi dered indi spensable for international peace and security.

17. "The absence of war and mlitary conflict anbngst States does not in itself
ensure international peace and security", warned the Heads of State and
Governnent of the Security Council nenbers in January 1992. "The non-mlitary
sources of instability in the econom c, social, hunmanitarian and ecol ogi ca
fields have becone threats to peace and security." They enphasized that "The
United Nations nenbership as a whole, working through the appropriate bodies,
needs to give the highest priority to the solution of these matters." 7/

18. Conventions based on the application and consolidation of the principle of
trust formpart of the international comunity's response to this need. The
domai n established in commtting areas or sectors to the conmmon responsibility
of the international community as a whole is a newterritory of trust. The
agencies instituted by the conventions to manage and mai ntain these sectors are
the adm nistrators of these new trust territories. The body nost appropriate to
coordi nate these intertwined activities of trust is the Trusteeship Council.

Current mandate of the Trusteeship Council

19. Since the end of the cold war, the United Nations has had to deal with new
situations of a diverse and unpredictable nature. G ven the different
characteristics of these evolving situations, the United Nations shoul d enhance
rather than limt its options to act. It should not attenuate the potentia

envi saged by the foresight of the framers of the Charter. |In seeking to address
sources of instability, the United Nations should not dismantle a Charter
mechani sm whi ch coul d prove to be appropriate in certain situations.

20. On 25 May 1994, at its 1705th neeting, the Trusteeship Council adopted
amendnents to its rules of procedure. 8 By resolution T/RES/ 2200 (LXI), it was
established that "the Trusteeship Council shall nmeet as and where occasi on nmay
require, by decision of the Trusteeship Council, or by decision of its
President, or at the request of a majority of its nenbers, or at the request of
the General Assenbly, or at the request of the Security Council acting in
pursuance to the rel evant provisions of the Charter of the United Nations”

21. In adopting this resolution without a vote, the Council recognized that its
mandat e had not been exhausted. Apart fromits role in the pronotion and
consol i dation of the principles of trust and comon responsibility, the
Council's powers, in particular those in ternms of Article 77.1 (c) of the
Charter, remain.

7/ See S/23500.

8/ See T/L.1292.
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Depository of the principle of trust

22. The Charter is the source of the United Nations raison d' étre, powers and
potential. It was and remains the constant point of reference for Menber
States, particularly at a tine when the Organi zation faces an array of concerns
of an unprecedented nature. Abolition of a principal organ affects the bal ance
of principles enunciated in the Charter. It is not a sinple act of
institutional pruning. The Trusteeship Council still has an effective role in
the furtherance of the principle of trust which was at its inception as a
princi pal organ.

23. The Trusteeship Council's essential attribute as depository of the
principle of trust was at its basis and provides the single paraneter relative
toits future.

24, In 1967 Multa | aunched the concept of comon heritage as applicable to the
seabed, ocean floor and the subsoil thereof. The principle of trust is the
keyst one on which the concept of common heritage rests. Since then the
principle of trust has been incorporated in other concepts in a nunber of
conventions and agreenents. |Its diffusion is a recognition of the comon
responsibility of the international community as a whole in the nanagenment and
governance of certain areas.

25. Human activity in these areas nust be assessed within the w der context of
its inmpact and consequence on the welfare and well-being of the entire famly of
nations. Conmon responsibility for these areas contributes towards

i nternational peace and security by pre-enpting those tensions which would

ot herwi se ensue fromconflicting clains.

26. The Trusteeship Council's current mandate can inpress on the coordinated
approach required in the application of the principle of trust in different
areas. Malta's proposal to review the role of the Trusteeship Council was based
on its essential attribute as depository of the principle of trust.
Cust odi anship of this principle pre-enpts tensions while securing the
comonweal th of present and future generations.

27. Progress has already been achieved in each distinct area where the
principle of trust has been applied. Institutional nechani sms have been set up
to i npl ement the provisions of each of the relevant conventions. Each naintains
and nmanages the various and distinct areas. These existing agenci es and bodi es
are and shoul d renmain the backbone and nervous system of worthy advance and
rational inplenmentation.

Coordi nation core

28. The distinct assignnent of these bodies, however, needs a coordinating
core. To better address potential institutional gaps and duplication of work,
coordination is required in the wi der interconnective franework of trust and
common responsibility. The international conmunity recogni zes the need for
coordination. Curtailing duplication of effort and institutional fragnentation
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is cost-saving and brings to the fore other areas for which Menber States bear
common responsibility. This coordinated approach is still |acking.

29. Milta believes that the Trusteeship Council is the focal point for such
coordi nation. The nmandate of this principal organ is based on the fundanental
principles of trust and common responsibility. Like the other principal organs,
the Council should continue to pronote and safeguard the fundanmental principles
which are at the basis of its mandate. The application of the principles of
trust and comon responsibility in a nunber of international conventions makes
their coordination the natural task of the Trusteeship Council

30. For the above reasons, Malta believes that further consideration should be
given to the review of the role of the Trusteeship Council

11. NEW ZEALAND
[Oiginal: English]
[21 May 1996]

As regards the general issue of the future of the Trusteeship Council, New
Zeal and supports the recomendati on of the Secretary-CGeneral, contained in his
report on the work of the Organization (A/49/1), that action should be taken in
accordance with Article 108 of the Charter of the United Nations to delete the
Trusteeship Council as an organ of the United Nations. Technically, the nost
efficient way of achieving this would be to follow the course devel oped by the
General Assenbly with respect to those ot her anachronistic provisions of the
Charter - the references to "eneny States". Then, in due course, when
opportunity permts, all these redundant provisions of the Charter can be
del eted in one omi bus anendnent.

As to the specific proposal raised by Malta (see A/ 50/142), the question of
how t he United Nations machinery for dealing with international environmenta
i ssues shoul d be devel oped is a very inportant substantive issue that needs to
be addressed in the first instance by the policy nachinery that the CGenera
Assenbly has set up to consider coordination of environmental and devel opnent
i ssues - the Comm ssion on Sustainabl e Devel opnment. This should be done in the
context of the special session in June 1997, when the General Assenbly will
review the overall progress achieved in inplenenting Agenda 21 adopted at the
1992 United Nations Conference on Environnent and Devel opnent, and consi der
appropriate strategies for its inplementation in the com ng years.

Al t hough New Zeal and agrees with the need to review fully the way in which
the United Nations machinery in the area of the environnent works, it has
reservations about the narrow focus of Malta's proposal. It is limted to only
one small part of the environnmental agenda. New Zeal and believes that any
reformin this area woul d need to have a nmuch broader focus.
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12. N CARAGUA
[Original: Spanish]
[29 May 1996]

The Governnent of N caragua shares the views put forward by the del egation
of Malta at the fiftieth session of the General Assenbly, as contained in
docunment A/ 50/ 142, on transforming the role of the Trusteeship Council, in view
of the fact that the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations pertaining
to the Council have becone an anachroni smnow that the [ast Trust Territory has
exercised its right of self-determ nation

However, the Governnent of Nicaragua believes that, if the appropriate
amendnents are adopted with a view to updating the Council's mandate in keeping
with new and changi ng international conditions, the Council could still play as
inportant a role now and in the future as it played in the past, especially
during the era of decol onization.

The proposal of Malta to transformthe Trusteeship Council fromthe
guardi an of Non-Sel f-CGoverning Territories into a body that would be the
guardi an of humanity's comon heritage should be studi ed, obviously in harnmony
with the refornms of the United Nations currently being pursued. The reforned
Counci| should not duplicate the efforts of other United Nations organs or
speci al i zed agenci es.

Consi deration of the newrole for the Trusteeship Council could be carried
out by expandi ng the mandate of the Open-ended High-level Wrking Goup of the
General Assenbly on the Strengthening of the United Nations Systemor by the
Special Commttee on the Charter of the United Nations and on the Strengthening
of the Organization.

13. NORWAY
[Oiginal: English]
[5 June 1996]

The Governnent of Norway is of the opinion that the Trusteeship Council has
fulfilled its nandate according to Chapters XIlI and XlIIl of the Charter of the
United Nations. On the other hand, it harbours doubts as to whether there would
be nmuch to gain fromabolishing the Council through a formal anmendnment of the
Charter. Rather, a rationalization of adm nistrative procedures may be
considered in order to avoid unnecessary neetings and reports.
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14. PAKI STAN
[Oiginal: English]
[31 May 1996]
The views of the CGovernment of Pakistan are as foll ows:

(a) While comending the role played by the Trusteeship Council in the
past, we believe that it should continue to function as one of the six principa
organs of the United Nations;

(b) W also believe that the United Nations General Assenbly should hold
detail ed discussions to clearly specify the areas of the Council's activities in
future in conformty with the principles enshrined in the Charter of the United
Nat i ons.

15. SLOVEN A
[Oiginal: English]
[30 May 1996]

The Governnent of the Republic of Slovenia considers the ongoing di scussion
on the review of the role of the Trusteeship Council necessary and useful. The
United Nations in general and the Trusteeship Council in particular should be
able to adjust to the changing reality and evol ving needs of the internationa
comunity. The discussion on the review of the role of the Trusteeshi p Counci
that started at the fiftieth session of the General Assenbly is an inportant
contribution in that regard.

The Governnent of the Republic of Slovenia is of the view that a thorough
di scussion on various options regarding the future of the Trusteeship Council is
necessary. In this context, due attention should be given to the specific
proposal by Mlta which contains a nunber of interesting concepts that merit
careful consideration by the Menbers of the United Nations. Slovenia recognizes
the value of the proposal by Malta, in particular as it enphasizes the need for
a conprehensive approach to gl obal conmons and offers useful ideas regarding the
role to be assuned by a transforned Trusteeship Council

16. SWEDEN
[Oiginal: English]
[29 May 1996]
The Governnent of Sweden wel cones the opportunity to provide conments on
the future role of the Trusteeship Council. This principal organ of the United

Nations has fulfilled the inportant role assigned to it by the Charter in a
comendabl e manner. Wth the termination in 1994 of the |last trusteeship
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agreement, it has conpleted its task and has ceased to carry out any substantive
wor K.

It isinthis situation obvious that the future of the Trusteeshi p Counci
has to be exam ned. Proposals to ternminate this organ have accordi ngly been
nmade, inter alia, by the Secretary-Ceneral

No Trust Territory has for the past two years been adninistered by the
Trusteeship Council. It does not seemlikely that new Trust Territories will be
established in the future. Even if that were to occur, it would seemthat other
principal organs of the United Nations with a broader and nore representative
conposition would be fully capable of carrying out functions simlar to those of
t he present Trusteeship Council

Sweden woul d like to highlight proposals nade on defining a new,
alternative role for the Trusteeship Council. The Conm ssion on d oba
CGovernance, in its report Qur d obal Neighbourhood, has suggested that the
Trust eeshi p Council be given a new nandate over the global comons in the
collective interest of humanity. The global commons has in this context been
defined to include the atnosphere, outer space, the oceans beyond nati ona
jurisdiction, and the related environnment and |ife-support systens that
contribute to the support of human life.

In Sweden's view, a United Nations organ entrusted with such
responsibilities could play an essential role in the pursuit of sustainable
devel opnent. Such functions could be given to a principal or subsidiary organ
of the Organization. To entrust themto a reconstituted Trusteeshi p Counci
woul d require a redefinition of the functions and powers of this organ, as well
as a changed conposition. Sweden would be ready to contribute to such an
effort, bearing in mnd that it would require broad international support.

Sweden woul d be in favour of a broad and open discussion of how the United
Nations can best organize its work so as to ensure that the global commpns are
nmanaged in the collective interest of humanity, including future generations.
Such a di scussion should be part of the ongoing process to reformthe United
Nations system It should al so engage appropriate subsidiary bodi es and
functional comm ssions, such as the Conmm ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel oprent and
bodi es entrusted with responsibilities for particular aspects of the gl oba
conmons.

17. UN TED ARAB EM RATES
[Oiginal: Arabic]
[11 June 1996]
Wth reference to General Assenbly resolution 50/55 on the review of the
role of the Trusteeship Council, the Government of the United Arab Emirates is
pl eased to support the proposal of the Secretary-General that the Council should

be dissolved, since it has conpleted the task which was entrusted to it under
the Charter. Accordingly, the provisions of the Charter concerning the
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est abl i shnent of the aforementioned Council should be amended as appropriate in
the Iight of the resolution, in order to abolish the Council

18. UN TED STATES OF AMERI CA
[Oiginal: English]
[11 June 1996]

It is recalled that the Secretary-General, in his report on the work of the
Organi zation, submitted to the General Assenbly at its forty-ninth session
(A 49/1), recommended that the Assenbly proceed with steps to elimnate the
Trusteeship Council following the procedures in Article 108 of the Charter of
the United Nations.

The Government of the United States of America is of the viewthat, in line
with the Secretary-CGeneral's recomendati on and consistent with the spirit of
reformthat perneates the work of the United Nations today, it is appropriate
and tinely for the Organization to begin the process of review ng Charter
provisions dealing with the Trusteeship Council with a viewto their deletion
fromthe Charter.

As is generally acknow edged, the Trusteeship Council served its purpose
wel | and has finished its valuable work. In this connection, in My 1994, the
Trusteeship Council amended its rules of procedure to discontinue regular
neetings and to reconvene only on request. Therefore, as a practical matter
the council no |l onger neets, and it has no budget. Mich credit nust be given to
the Trusteeship Council for its common-sense approach to its new status. As the
worl d changes, so must the Organization adjust.

There is a tenptation, of course - since the Trusteeship Council is no
| onger active - to allowit to remain on the books in a quiescent state and to
forego the effort involved in elimnating it fromthe Charter. But such an
approach is contrary to the spirit of rational, comon-sense reform of the
Organi zation and to the rejection of "business as usual" reflected in the
Secretary-Ceneral's recomendation on this subject, to which the United States
subscri bes.

The United States wi shes further to coment briefly on proposals that woul d
seek to reconfigure the role of the Trusteeship Council, or to create a new
princi pal organ or other body.

Any such proposal must be justified on its own nmerits. Froma
constitutional perspective, it would be exceptionally difficult for the
Trusteeship Council to be transforned into a new organ with a new mandate
wi thout significant revision of the Charter. There is a plethora of references
to the Trusteeship Council and trusteeship systemthroughout the Charter of the
United Nations. Such references include those in Articles 7 (1), 16, 18 (2),

24 (2), 73 (e), 75 to 95 (chapter XIl), 86 to 91 (chapter XIl11), 98 and 101 (2).
A review of these provisions supports the conclusion that najor amendrment of the
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Charter would be necessary in order to accomodate the transformati on of the
Trusteeship Council into a newy mandated organ

It thus appears that the better course would be to term nate the
Trusteeship Council with its current mandate and conposition. Accordingly, as a
procedural matter, the legal steps called for by the Secretary-Ceneral to effect
that result can and shoul d proceed i ndependently of consideration of a new or
substitute organ or body. There need not be, and should not be, any |inkage
between this straightforward | egal/technical, Charter "cl ean-up" exercise on the
one hand, and what will doubtless be a conplex, politicized and | engthy exercise
on the other. Indeed, action on the Secretary-Ceneral's recomendati on can
begin forthwith. Conversely, any proposal for a new or substitute United
Nations organ or body woul d necessarily need to undergo a substantial review,
including - as a prelimnary matter - that of the General Assenbly's Open-ended
Hi gh-l evel Working Group on the Strengthening of the United Nations system
referenced in General Assenbly resol ution 50/55

The United States is of the viewthat the |ogical way to respond to and act
on the Secretary-Ceneral's recomendation to elinmnate the Trusteeship Counci
is for the Organization to commence a process simlar to the one that resulted
in a resolution being passed by the General Assenbly at its fiftieth session,
calling for the deletion of the Charter's "eneny States" cl auses.

Finally, the United States notes that the proposed anendnents to the
Charter that would result fromthis exercise should at the appropriate tinme be
further addressed by the Organization, together with other amendnents.

19. ZI MBABWE
[Oiginal: English]
[ 13 June 1996]

The Governnent of the Republic of Zi nbabwe considers the Trusteeship
Council to have fulfilled its mandate and it should therefore be abolished.



