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Letter dated 27 Decenber 1991 fromthe Permanent
Representative of Belarus to the United Nations

addressed to the Secretary-Gen=eral

| have the honour to transmt:

(a) The Protocol to the Agreement establishing the Conmonweal th of
I ndependent States signed at Mnsk on 8 Decenber 1991 by the Republic of
Bel arus, the Russian Federation (RSFSR) and Ukraine (annex |);

(b) The Alna Ata Declaration (annex I|1);

(c) The rinutes of the meeting of Heads of Independent States
(annex 111);

(d: The Agreenent on coordinating bodi es oft he Commonweal th of
I ndependent States (annex |V):

(e) Adecision by the Council ofHeads of State of the Commonweal th of
I ndependent States (annex V):
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() The Agreement on joint measures Wth respect to nuclear weapons
(annex VI);

(g) Astatement by the del egation of the Republic of Belarus (annex VII).

| should be grateful if you would have the text of this letter and its
annexes circulated as an official docunent of the General Assenbly, under the
agenda itenms entitled "Review of the inplemeastation of the Declaration on the
Strengthening of International Security", "Human rights questions", "United
Yations Decade of International Law', "Report of the Special Committee on the
Charter of the United Nations and on the Strengthening of the Role ofthe
Organi sation" and "Devel opnent and strengthening of good-nei ghbourliness
between States", and of the Security Council.

(Sigqned) Guennadi BURAVKIN
Armbassador
Permanent Representative of
t he Republic of Belarus to
the United Nations
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The Republic of Azerbaijan, the Republic of Arnenia, the Republic of
Bel arus, the Republic of kazakhstan, the Republic of Ryrgyastan, tho Republic
of Mol dova, the Russian Federation (RSFSR),
Tur kmeni stan, the Republic of Usbekistanand Ukrai ne, on anequitably basis
and as High Contracting Parties, shall constitute the Commbnweal th of

| ndependent St ates.

Tho Agreement establishing the Commonwealth oOf

the Republic of Tajikistan,

| ndependent States shall

enter into force for each ofthe H gh Contracting Parties from the moment of

its ratification.

On the basis of the Agreenent

establishing the Commonweal th of

I ndependent siates, and taking into account the reservations nmade on the

occasion of its ratification,

docunents shal |

be drawn up regul ating

cooperation within the framework ofthe Commonweal t h.

The present Pr ot ocol

forms an integral

t he Comonweal th of | ndependent States.

of the Agreement est abl i shi ng

DONE at Al ma Ata on 21 December 1991 in onecopy in the Azerbaijani,

Arnmeni an, Bel arusi an,

Kazakh. Kkyrgyz, Mol davi an,

Russian, Tajik, Turkmen,

Uzbek and Wkraini an | anguages, all texts being equally authentic. The

aut hentic copy shall
Republi ¢ of Bel ar us,

certified copy of

For the Republic of
Azerbai j an
A. Mut al i bov

Fort he Republic of
Kazakhstan
N. Nazar baev

For the Russian
Feder ati on (RSFSR)
B. Yeltsin

For the Republic of
Uzbeki st an
. Karinov

For the Republic of
Arneni a
L. Ter-Petrosyan

For the Republic of
Kyrgyastan
A. Akaev

For the Republic of
Taji ki stan
R Nabi ev

For Ukrai ne
L. Kravchuk

Alma Ata, 21 December 1991

be deposited in the archives of the Government of the
which shall transnit to the High Contracting Parties a
the present Protocol .

For t he Republic of
Bel ar us
S. Shushkevich

For t he Republic of
Mol dova

M. Snegur

For Tur kneni st an
S. Niyazov
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Aunnex I1
Alma Ata Declaration

The | ndependent States,

The Republic of Aaerbaijan, the Republic of Armeuia, the Republic of
Belarus, the Republic of Aaaakhstan, the Republic of Kyrgyastan, t he Republic
of Moldova, the Russian Federati on (RSFSR), t he Republic of Taji ki stan,
Turkmenistan, the Republic or Usbekistan and Ukraine,

Desirous of setting up lawfully constituted denocratic States, the
relati ons between which will be devel oped on the basis of mutual recognition
of and respect for State sovereignty and sovereign equality, the inalienable
right to self-deternmaatioa, the principles ofequality and non-intervention
in Internal affairs, abstention fromthe use offcrceandthe threat of force
and from economic or any other et hods of bringing prassure to bear, peaceful
settlenment of disputes, respect for human rights and freedoms including the
rights of national mnorities, conscientious discharge of obligati ons and the
ot her universally acknow edged principles and norns ofinternational |aw,

Recognizing and respecting each other's territorial integrity and the
inviolability of existing borders,

Considering that the strengthening of the existing deep historical roots
of the relations of friendship, good-neighbourliness and nutual |y advantageous
cooperation is in the vital interest ofpeoples and serves the cause of peace
and security,

Aware of their responsibility for maintaining civil orderand harnony
among the nationalities,

Fai thful tothe purposes and principles of the Agreement on the
establishment of the Commonwealth of |ndependent States,

Decl are that:

Cooperation between the parties in the Commonweal th shall be conducted in
accordance with the principle of equality through coordinating bodies
constituted on a basis of parity and operating under a procedure to be
determ ned by agreements between the parties inthe Comonwealth, which is
neither a State nor a aupra-State entity.

For purposes of ensuring international strategic stability and security,
uni fied command of strategic nmilitary forces and joint control over nuclear
weapons Wi ll be maintained: the parties will respect each other's efforts to
achieve the status of a nuclear-free and/or neutral State.
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The Commonweal th of | ndependent States isopen, with the consent of all
itsparticipants, to sccessior by other States members of the former Union Cf
Sovi et Socialist Republics, end also by other States sharing the purposes and
principles of the Commonweal th.

The attachment to cooperation i n the establishment and devel opnent of a
common Eur opean space and Yurope-w de and Eurasian narkets isconfirned.

Wth the establishment of the Commonwealtl of | ndependent States, the
Union of Sovi et Socialist Republics ceased to exist.

The States participating in the Commobnweal th guarantee in accordance wth
their constitutional proceduror the discharge ofthe international obligations
deriving fromtreaties and agreonmenta concluded by the forner Union of Soviet
Soci al i st Republics.

The States participating in the Cormonweal th undertake to comply strictly
with the principles ofthe present Declaration,

For t he Republic of For the Republic of For t he Republic of
Aaerbai | an Ar eni a Bel arua

A. Mut al i bov L. Ter-Petroayan S. Shushkevi ch

For the Republic of Fort he Republic of For t he Republic of
Kazakhst an Kyrgyzstan Mol dova

N. Naaar baev A. Akaev M Snegur

Fort he Russi an For the Republic of For Tur kneni st an
Federation (RSFSR) Tajikistaan S. Niyazov

B. Yeltsin R Nabi ev

For t he Republic of For Ukraine

Uzbeki st an L. Kravchuk

. Karinmv

Al ma Ata, 21 Decenber 1991

/'oo
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Annex II1

Minutes of the meeting of Heads of Independent States

On the basis of the provision embodied in the Agrrement on the
establishment of the Commonwealth of Independent States and thr Alms Ata
Decl aration relating to the maintenance under unified command of the common
strategic military apace and to joint control over nuclear weapons, the High
Contracting Parties have agreed as followss

Pending the resolution of the issue of restructuring of the Arnmed Forces,

command of the Armed Forces shall be assigned to Marshal E. 1.

Proposals regarding this issue shal

consi derati on by the Heads of State.

Forthe Republic of
Azerbai jan
A. Mut al i bov

Fort he Republic of
Kaaakhrt an
N. Naaar baev

For the Russian
Feder ati on (RSFSR)
B. Yeltsin

Fort he Republic of
Uzbekistan
| . Karimov

Alma Ata, 21 December 1991

For t he Republic of
Armenia
L. Tot-Petrosyan

For the Republic of
Kyrgyrrtan
A. Akaev

For the Republic of
Tajikistan
R Nabi ev

For Ukraine
L. Kravchuk

Shapoahni kov.

be submitted by 30 Decenber 1991 for

For the Republic of
Bela-us
S. Shuahkevi ch

For t he Republic of
Mol dova
M. Snegur

For Tur kneni st an
S. Niyazov

/0.'



A/47/60

§/233209
Engliah
Page 7
Anner IV
Agreement on coordinating bodies of the Commonwealth of
Independent States

1. To deal with theisaues associated with coordination ofthe activity of
t ho Statesof the Com 'nwealth in the sphere of common intereats, a suprems
organ of the Commonwealith, the Council| of Heads of sStete, ehall be
eacablirhed, as well as a Council of Heads of Government.

2. The plenipotentiary rapreaentativea of the States of the Cormonweal th are
instructed to subnit by3ouDecenber 1991 for consideration bythe Council of
Heads of State proporals regarding the abolition of the structures of the
former Uni on of Soviet Socialist Ropublice, and also regarding the
coordinating bodies of the Conmonwealth.

Forthe Republic of For the Republic of For the Republic of
Azerbaijan Armeni a Belarus

A. Mut al i bov L. Ter-Petrosyan s. Shuahkevi ch

Fort he Republic of For the Republic of For the Republic of
Kazakhst an Kyrgyzstan Mol dova

N. Naaar baev A. Akaev M  Snegur

For the Russian Fort he Republic of For Turkneni stan
Federation (RSFSR) Tajikirtan S. N yaoov

B. Yeltsin R Nabi ev

For the Republic of For Ukr ai ne

Uabeki at an L. Kravchuk

I. Karinov

Al ma Ata, 21 Decenber 1991
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Annex V
Decisaon by tne Council) of Heads of State of the

The States participating in the Conmonwealth,

Commonwealth of Independent States

referringto article 12 of

t he Agreementestiblishing t he Commonweal t h of | ndependent States,

Proceeding from theintention of each State to discharge t he obligationa
undert he Charter of theUnited Nations and to participate inthe work of that
Organization as full Members,

Bearing in mind that t he Republic of Bel arus,

t he Union of Soviet

Soci al i st Republics and Ukraine were founder Menbers ofthe United Nations,

Expressing satisfaction that the Republic ofBelarus and Wkrai ne continue
to participate in the United Nations as sovereign i ndependent States,

Resolved to pronote the strengthening of

on the basis of the Charter

peopl es and of the entire international comunity,
Have deci ded t hat:
1. The States ofthe Commonweal th aupport

international peace and security

ofthe United Nations in the interests of their

Russia's continuance of the

menber shi p of the Uni on of Sovi et Socialist Republics in the United Nations,
i ncl udi ng pernmanent menbership ofthe Security Council, and other
i nternati onal organizations.

2. The Republic of Bel arus,

the RFSFR and Ukraine will extend their

support to the other States ofthe Commonweal th inresolving issues of their

full nenbership in the United Nations and other

DONE at Al ma Ataon 21 Decenber
Arnmeni an, Bel arusi an,

i nternational organiaationa.

1991 in onecopy in the Azerbaijani,
Kazakh, Kyrgye, ¥cidavian, Russian, Tajik, Turkmen,

Uabek and Wkrainian |anguages, all texts being equally authentic, The

aut hentic copy shall
Republ i ¢ of Bel arus,

certified copy of the present Protocol.

For the Republic of
Azerbaijan
A Mut al i bov

For t he Republic of
Kaaakhst an
N. Nasar baev

For the Russi an
Federation (RSFSR)
B. Yeltsin

For t he Republic of
Uzbeki st an
. Karinmov

Al ma Atas, 21 Decenber

For the Republic of
Ar eni a
L. Ter-Petrosyan

For the Republic of
Kyr gyast an
A. Akaev

For the Republic of
Taj i kistan
R Nabi ev

For UKr ai ne
L. Kravchuk

be deposited in the archives of the Governmentofthe
which shall transmt to the High Contracting Parties a

For the Republic of
Bel ar us
S. Shushkevi ch

For the Republic of
Mol dova
M  Snegur

For Turkneni st an
S. Niyazov

/'oo
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Annex VI
Agreement on joint measures with respectt o nuclear weapcm

The Republic of Bel arus, the Republic of Kazakhstan, the Russian

Federation (RSFSR) and Ukrai ne, hereinafter referruvd to as *"the participating
St ates”,

Confirming their comm t ment to the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons,
Aspiring to the elimnation of all nuclear weapons,

Desirous of promoting the strengthening of international stability,

Have agreed as fellowst

Article 3

The nucl ear weapons with which the Joint Strategic Arnmed Forces are
equi pped safeguard the collective securityofall participants in the
Commonweal th of | ndependent States.

Article 2
The participating States in the present Agreement confirm the obligation
relating to the non-first-use of nucl ear weapons.

Article 3

The participating States inthe present Agreement shall jointly develop a
policy on nuclear issues.

Article 4

Pending tho conplete elinination ofnuclear weapons fromthe territories
of tte Republic of Bel arus and Ukrai ne, the decision regardi ng theneed to use
such weapons shall be takenwith the consent ofthe Heads of the participating
States of the Agreement by the President of the RSFSR n the basis of
procedures drawn up jointly by the participating States.

rtic e
1. The Republic of Belarus and Ukraine undertake to accede to the 1968

Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Wapons as non-nucl ear States and
to conclude with | AEA the correspondi ng safeguards agreenent.
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2. The participating States in the present Agreenent undertake not to
transfer toany party whatsoever nucl ear weapons or other nu~lear expl osive
devi ces in technol ogy, orcontrol, either direct or indirect, over such
weapons and expl osive devices, sad not in any way to assist, encourage or
incite any State not poaseaai ng nucl ear weapons to produce or acquire byany
other means nucl ear weapons or ot her nucl ear expl osi ve devices or control over
such weapons or expl osi ve devices.

3. The provisions of paragraph 2 of this article shall not prevent the
transfer of nuclear weapons from the territory of the Republic of Bel arua, the
Republ i c of Karakhastan and WUkraine to the territory ofthe RSFSK for the
pur pose of their destruction.

Article 6

The participating States ofthe present Agreenment shall in conformty
with the international Tresty pronote the elimnation of nucl ear weapons. By
1 July 1992 the Republic ofBelarus, the Republic of Kazakhstan and Ukraine
shal | ensure the withdrawal oftactical nuclear weapons to central bases
adjacent to the manufacturing plants for dismantling under joint control.

Artd le 7

The CGovernments of the Republic of Belarua, the Republic of Kazakhstan,
the Russian Federation (RSFSR) and Wkraine undertake to submit the Treaty on
the Reduction and Elimnation of Strategic O fensive Armsto the Suprene
Soviets of their States for ratification.

Article 8

This Agreenent is subjectto ratification. It shall enter into force
30 days after depositof all the instrunents of ratification with the
Gover nment of t he RSFSR

DONE at Al ma Atain one authentic copy in the Bel arussian, Kazakh,
Russian and UWkrainian |anguages, all texts being equally authentic,

For the Republic For the Republic: For the Russian For Ukrai ne
of Bel ar ua of Kaaakhat an Federation (RSFSR! L . Kravchuk
S. Shushkevi ch N. Naaar baev B. Yeltsin
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Annex VI

statenent by the delegation of the Republic of Belarus

The del egation of the Republic of Belarus considers that in the process
of establishing the Conmonwealth of |ndependent States, all the States nust
abide strictly by the followi ng principles:

1. (bservance of the human rights set forth in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and other universally accepted international |egal instruments,
and observance of the rights of national mnorities.

2. Resol ution ofall disputes exclusively by peaceful neans through
negotiations.

Accordingly, the delegation of the Republic of Belarus considers that
menbership in the Conmonwealth of I|ndependent States may be nmintained only on
condition of strict compliance with the above principles.

(Signed) S. Shushkevich
Presi dent of the Supreme Sovi et
of the Republic of Belarus

Adopt ed unani nously at the high-level neeting of countries participating
I N the Commonweslth of Lndanandanr States at Al nma Ata on 21 Decenber 1991 as
an official document of the Commonwealth.




