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I. INTRODUCTION

1. The item entitled "Report of the United Nations Conrmission  on
International Trade Law on the work of its twenty-fourth eeeeion” was included
in the provisional agenda of the forty-sixth session of the Oeneral Assembly
pursuant to General Assembly resolution 45142 of 28 November 1990.

2, At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 20 September 1991, the Qeneral Assembly,
on the recommendation of the General Committee, decided to include the item in
its agenda and to allocate it to the Sixth Committee.

3. In connection with the item, the Sixth Committee had before it the report
of the Commission, 11 which was introduced by the Chairman of the Commission
at the 4th meeting of the Sixth Committee, on 26 September 1991, as well ae
the report of the Secretary-General on possible way8 of assisting developing
countries to attend meeting8 of the United Nationa  Commission on International
Trade Law (A/46/349), which was introduced by the Chairman of the Sixth
Committee at its 21st meeting, on 25 October 1991.

4. The following communication was also circulated under the item: l e t t e r
dated 21 October 1991 from the Permanent Representative of Ukraine to the
United Nations addressed to the Secretary-C3eneral  (A/46/587).

-
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5, The Sixth Committee ooasidered  the item at its 4th to dth, 21et and Olst
meetings, on 26, 27 and 30 September, 25 Oatober and 20 November 1991. The
summary reaords  of those meetings (A/C.6/46/SR.I-6,  21 and 41) aontain the
views of the representative8 who spoke on the item.

I I . CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT RESOLUTION A/C.6/46/L.l1

6, At the 41sl meeting, on 20 November, the representative of Austria
iatroduoed and orally amended a draft resolution entitled “Report of the
United Nation8 Commission on International Trade Law on the work of itu
twenty-fourth session” (A/C.6/46/L.l1),  sponsored by B

Wva. Mvuuj&& the Nsthsrlanda,  the ludan. Swedsn. and a.

7, At the lame meeting, the Committee adopted draft resolution
A/C,6/46/L,ll,  ae orally amended, without a vote (see para. 9).

8. The representatives of Cameroon, India and Ghana made statements in
explanation of position before the adoption of the draft resolution.

III . RECOWENI,ATION  OF TRE SIXTR COWITTEE

9. The Sixth Committee recommenls  to the Oeneral  Assembly  the adoption of
the following draft resolution:

ort of u on rnternational
T r a d e -

Reaallina  its reeolution 2205 OKI) of 17 December 1966, by which it
created the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law with a
mandate to further the progrewive harmonioation and unifioation of the law of
international trade and in that resgeat to bear in mind the intereats of all
peoples, in partiaular those of developing aountriea,  in the extensive
development of international trade , a8 well  as i ts  resolutions 431166 of
9 December 1988, 44133  of 4 December 1969 and 45/42 of 20 November 1990,

ii;.. : * progressive harmonisation and
unifiaation of international trade law, in reducing or removing legal
obstacles to the flow of international trade, especially those affecting the
developing cowtriee, would significantly contribute to universal economic
cooperation among all States on a basis of equality, equity and common
interest and to the elimination of discrimination in international trade and,
thereby, to the well-being of all peoples,

/ . . .
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v the report of the United Nations Commission on
International Trade Law on the work of its twenty-fourth oemion, 21

Mindful of the valuable aontribution to be rendered by the United Nations
Commission  on International Trade Law within the framework of the United

‘Nations Dsaade of International Law, particularly as regards the dissemination
of international trade law,

3. te with B of the report of the United Nations
Commission  on International Trade Law on the work of ita twenty-fourth session;

2, Takea of the nucaessful conclusion of the United Nations
Conferenae on the Liability of Operators of Transport Terminalr  in
International Trade, held at Vienna ft'lm  2 to 19 AQril 1991, whioh has
resulted in the adoption of the United Nationa  Conveation on the Liability of
Operators of Transport Terminals in International Trader 91

3. Resffirma  the mandate of the Commission, as the core legal body
within the United Nations ayetern  in the field of international trade law, to
coordinate legal  aativit ies  in this  f ield in order to avoid duplication of
effort and to promote rffiuienay,  aonsirtenay and coherenoe  in the unification
of international trade law and, in this aonneation,  reaonmndr that the
Commission, through ita rearetariat, should aontinue  to maintain clore
aooperation with thr other international organ0 and organimationr,  including
regional organisations, native in the field of international trade lawr

4. m the Commission to oootinue  to take amount, as
appropriate, of the relevant provisions of the resolutions aonaerning the new
internatianal economic order, as adopted by the Qeneral  Assembly at its
s ixth p/ and seventh a/ special sessionsr

5. m the importanae, in particular for developing aountries,  of
the work of the Commission concerned with training and aerfetsrroe  in the field
of international trade law and the derirability  for it to rgonsor seminars  and
symposia to provide suoh training and assistance,  and, in this connection:

(a) Expresses its appreciation to the Commission for organiring  the
sympoqium on international trade law, 41 held in aonjunction with the

da of +he# .
and corrigendum (A/46/17 Md Corr.1).

21 AICONF.152113.

41 Resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI).

51 Resolution 3362 (S-VII).

Recprda of the dvbssemblv.  FQE-Seti I
and corrigendum (A/46/17 and Corr.l), paras. 334-336,
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twenty-fourth reeeion of the Commission e and the regional seminar on
international trade law, held at Douala, Cameroon, in January 1991, 11 and to
the Sovernmentb, the aontributiona of which enabled the symposium and the
seminar to take placer

(b) Invites  Governments, the relevant United Nations organs,
organisations, institutions  and individuals to make voluntary contributions to
the Trurt Pund for the United Nationa  Commission on International Trade Law
Symporia  and, where appropriate, to the financing of special projects, and
otherwire to aorist  the eeoretariat of the Commission in financing and
organiring  l ominare and eympoaia, in partiaular in developing countries, and
in the award of fellowahipr  to aandidates from developing countriee to enable
thorn to partiaipate in such seminars  and symposiat

6. B the Conxnirrsion  on its decision to organise, as a first step
in the preparation of ita programno of aotivitierr  for the United Nations
Deoado of International Law, a Congress  on International Trade Law during the
lart weok of the twenty-fifth searion of the Commiesion,  to be held in
Now York from 4 to 22 Xay 1992, and exprelrrree  the hope that all States and
intorortrd  international organisations  will take the opportunity to send
appropriate  delegate8 to the Congreslr to aonrider  the accomplishments achieved
in the progroaaive unifiaation  and harmonisation of internatiaaal trade law
during the past twenty-five yeara and the praatical needs that can be foreseen
for the futurot

7. mw to those States which have not yet done 80 to
aoneidet rigxing, ratifying or aaceding  to the conventions elaborated under
the auspiaes  of the Commission.

B

n its resolution  2205 (XXI) of 17 December 1966, by which it
areated the United Nation6 Commirrsion on Snternational  Trade Law with a
msndato to further the progressive harmonisation and unification of the law of
international trade and in that respeat to bear in mind the interests of all
peoploc,  in particular those of developing aountries, in the extensive
development of international trade,

D its deaision  in reeolution 2205 (XXI) that the
reprorentativoo  of member8 on the Conmiaeion should be appointed by Member
State. in 80 far ae possible from among pernons  of eminence in the field of
the law of international trade,

11 Ib id . , para. 332.
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s its resolution 3108 (XXVIII) of 12 December 1973, by which
it expanded the membership of the Commission to thirty-six Staten, namely nine
African States, seven Asian States, five Eastern European States, six Latin
American.States  and nine Western European and other States, so au to be
representative of the various geographic regions and the principal leg31 and

’ economic syatema of the world,

Concernaa about the relatively low incidence of expert regresentation
from .developing countries at sessions of the Commission  and psrtioularly of
its working groups during recent yeara, due in ‘part to inadequate  reaouraers to
finance the travel of such experta,

m that the fulfilment of the mandate of the Comniarion,  ia
particular the preparation of universally aaceptable legal toxta, roquirer the

active participation of  representatives from al l  region6 end the varioucr  legal
and economic systems in an equitable mannerr and t h a t  reproaentatiws need t o
have special expertise in the field of international  trada law, in view of the
complex and technical nature of the work of the Connnission  and its working
grougeI

w the arrangements on reimbursement of travel expenrea that
exist for certain United Nations bodies, pursuant to seation  IX of resolution
43/217 of 21 December 1988,

1. v of the report of the Secretary-General On porribld ways
of assisting developing countries to attend meetings of the United Nation8
Commission on International Trade Law) a/

2. m the Fifth Coxnnittee to conaider,  in ordor to enpuro ful l
participation by all Member States, granting travel aseiatanao, within
existing resources, to the least developed aountrior  that aro mm&err of the
Commission, as well as, on an exaeptional  basis, to other devolopixg  eounttiem
members of the Commission at their request, in aonrultation with the
Secretary-General, to participate in the rearionr of the ConmPirrion  and it8
working groupsr

3. w that the Commission rationalire  the orgmatratfon  of its
work qnd conaider, in particular, the holding of conreautivo meetingr  of itr
working groups)

4. Recluests the Secretary-General to rubmit a report on the
implementation of the present resolution to the Qeneral Assembly at itr ’
forty-seventh session.

--w-m

a/ A/46/349.


