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1. | NTRODUCTI ON

1. Theitementitled "Report oftheUnited NationsCommission on

I nternational Trade Law on the work of its twenty-fourth session" was included
in the provisional agenda of the forty-sixth session ofthe General Assenbly
pursuant to Ceneral Assenbly resolution 45742 of 28 November 1990.

2, At its3rd plenary meeting,on 20 Septenber 1991, the General Assenbly,
on the recomrendation of the General Conmi ttee, decided to include the itemin
its agenda and to allocate it to the Sixth Committee.

3. In connection with the item, the Sixth Committee had before it the report
of t he Commission, 1/ which was introduced by the Chairman of the Commission
at the 4th neeting ofthe Sixth Conmittee, on26 Septenber 1991, as well| as
the report ofthe Secretary-General on possible ways of assisting devel oping
countries to attend meetings of the United Nations Commission on International
Trade Law (A/46/349), which was i nt r oduced by the Chai r man of the Sixth
Commttee at its 21st meeting, on 25 Cctober 1991.

4, The foll ow ng communication was al So circulated under the item: letter

dat ed 21 October 1991 from t he Permanent Representative of Ukraine to the
United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General (A/46/587).

1/ Qfficial Records of the General Assembly, Forty-sixth Session,
Supplment No, 17 and corrigendum (A/46/17 and Corr.1).
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5. The Sixth Committee comsidered the item at its 4th to 6th, 2let and_41lst
meetings, on 26, 27 and 30 September, 25 Oatober and 20 November 1991, The
summary reecords of those meetings (A/C.6/46/8R.4-6, 21 and 41) aontain the
views of the representative8 who spoke om the item.

Il. CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT RESOLUTION A/C.6/46/L.11

6. At the 41st meeting, on 20 November, the representative of Austria
iatroduoed and orally amended a draft resolution entitled "Report of the
United Nations Commission on International Trade Law on the work of its

twenty-fourth session” (A/C.6/46/L.11), sponsored by Axgentina, Australia,

latet jolned y anad - )
Wthewthemwamm

7. At the aame meeting, the Committee adopted draft resolution
A/C.6/46/L,11, as orally amended, without a vote (see para. 9).

8. The representatives of Cameroon, India and Ghana made statements i n
explanation of position before the adoption of the draft resolution.
I1l. RECOMMENLATION OF THE SIXTH COMMITTEE

9. The Sixth Committee recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of
the following draft resolution:

Report Of the United Nations Commission ON International
T r a d e -
The Genaral Assembly,

its resolution 2205 (XXI) of 17 December 1966, by which it
created the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law with a
mandate to further the progressive harmonioation and unifioation of the | aw of
international trade and in that respect to bear in mind the interests of all
peopl es, in partiaular those of developing couatries, in the extensive
development of international trade, as well as its resolutions 43/166 of
9 December 1988, 44733 of 4 December 1969 and 45742 of 28 November 1990,

 Res _ _ a L. . . progressive har noni sation and
unifiaation of international trade law, in reducing or removing legal

obstacles to the flow of international trade, especially those affecting t he
developing countries, would significantly contribute to universal econom c
cooperation among all States on a basis of equality, equity and common
interest and to the elimination of discrimination in international trade and,
thereby, to the well-being of all peoples,
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the report of the United Nations Commission on
International Trade Law on the work of its twenty-fourth sesasion, 2/

Mindful of the valuable aontribution to be rendered by the United Nations
Commission on International Trade Law within the framework of the United
‘Nations Dsaade of International Law, particularly as regards the di ssem nati on
of i nternational tradel aw,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the United Nations
Commission on International Trade Law on the work of its twenty-fourth session;

2. TIakea pnote of the nucaessful conclusion of the United Nations
Conference on the Liability of Operators of Transport Termimals in
International Trade, held at Vienna fr~m 2 to 19 April 1991, which has
resulted in the adoption of the United Natioms Conveation on the Liability of
Operators of Transport Terminals in International Trader 3/

3. Reaffirms the mandate of the Commission, as the core legal body
within the United Nations aystem in the field of international trade law, to
coordinate legal aativities in this field in order to avoid duplication of
effort and to promote efficlency, consistency and coherence in the unification
of international trade law and, in this connection, recommends that t he
Commission, through its secretariat, should continue to maintain close
aooperation with thr other international organs and organiaatiomns, including
regional organisations, active in the field of international trade laws

4. Calls upon the Commission to continue to take amount, as
appropriate, of the relevant provisions of the resolutions conceraming the new

internatienal economic order, as adopted by the Gemeral Assembly at its
sixth 4/ and seventh 5/ spucial sessions)

5. Reaffirms the importanae, in particular for developing countries, of
t he work of the Commission concerned with training and assistamce in the field
of international trade law and the desirability for it to sponsor seminars and
symposia to provide such training and asaistance, and, in this connection:

(a) Expresses its appreciation to the Commission for organising the
symposium On i nternational trade law, §/ held in conjunction with the

&2/ 0fficisl Regcorda of the General Assembly. Forty-slxth Session. .
Supplement No., 17 and corrigendum (A/46/17 and Corr.l).

3/ A/CONF.152/13.

4/ Resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI).

%/ Resolution 3362 (S-VII).

6/ See Qfficial Records of the General AssemblSessiony-sixth
Supplement No. 17 and corrigendum (A/46/17 and Corr.l), paras. 334-336.
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twenty-fourth session of the Commission, and theregi onal semninar on
international trade law, held at Douala, Cameroon, i n January 1991, 12/ and to

the Goveraments, t he aontributiona of which enabl ed the synposi um and t he
seminar to take placer

(b) Invites Governments, the rel evant United Nations organs,
organisations, institutions and individuals to make vol untary contributions to
the Trurt Pund for the United Nations Commission on | nternati onal Trade Law
Symposia and, where appropriate, to the financing of special projects, and
otherwire to assist the secretariat of the Commission in financing and
organising ® ominare and symposia, in partiaular in developing countries, and
in the award of fellowships to candidates from developing countries to enable
them to partiaipate in such seminars and symposiaj

6. Commands the Commissiom on its decision to organize, as a first step
in the preparation of its programno of activities for the United Nations
Decade of International Law, a Congress on International Trade Law during the
lart week of the twenty-fifth session of the Commission, to be held in
Now York from 4 to 22 May 1992, and expresses the hope that all States and
interested international organisations will take the opportunity to send
appropriate delegates to the Congress to comsider the accomplishments achieved
in the progressive unification and harmonisation of internatiaaal trade law

during the past twenty-five years and the practical needs that can be foreseen
for the future;

7. Repeata its lnvitation to those States which have not yet done so to
conesider signing, ratifying or acceding to the conventions elaborated under
the auspices of the Commission.

Ihe General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 2205 (XXI) of 17 December 1966, by which it
created the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law with a

mandate to further the progressive harmonisation and unification of the law of
international trade and in that respeet to bear in m nd the i nterests of all
peoples, in particular those of developing countries, in the extensive
development of international trade,

Renffirming its decision in resolution 2205 (XXI) that the
representatives of members on the Commission should be appointed by Member

States in so far as possible from among persoas of eminence in the field of
the law of international trade,

1/ Ibid., para. 332.
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its resolution 3108 (XXVII1) of 12 December 1973, by which
It expanded the nenbership of the Commission to thirty-six Staten, nanmel y ni ne
African States, seven Asian States, five Eastern European States, six Latin
American States and nine Western European and other States, so au to be
representati ve of the various geographic regions and the principal legal and
* econoni ¢ systems of the world,

Concerned about the relatively low incidence of expert represeatation
from -developing countries at sessions of the Commissiom and psrtioularly of
its working groups during recent years, due in ‘part t0 inadequate resources to
finance the travel of such experts,

Convinced that the fulfilment of the mandate of the Commission, in
particular the preparation of universally acceptable lecgal texts, requires the
active participation of representatives from all regions and the wvarious legal
and economic systems in an equitable manner, and that represemtatives need to
have special expertise in the field of international trade law, in view of the
conpl ex and technical nature of the work of the Commissiom and its working
groups,

the arrangements on reimbursement of travel expenses that
exist for certain United Nations bodies, pursuant to sectiom I1X of resolution
437217 of 21 Decenber 1988,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General On possible ways
of assisting developing countries to attend meetings of the United Natious
Commission on International Trade Law; 8/

2. Reguests the Fifth Committes to consider, in order t0O ensure full
participation by all Member States, granting travel assistance, within
exi sting resources, to the least developed countries that are members of the
Commission, as well as, on an exceptiomal basis, to other developing countries
members of the Commission at their request, in aonrultation with the
Secretary-General, to participate in the sessions of the Commission and its
working groups;

3. Recommends that the Commission rationalise the orgamisatiom of its
work gnd coasider, in particular, the holding of consecutive meetings of its
working groups)

_ 4. Reguests the Secretary-General to submit a report on the .
i npl ement ation of the present resolution to the General Assembly at its
forty-seventh session.

8/ A/46/3409.



