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AGENDA ITEM 27
QUESTION OF THE COMORIAN ISLAND OF MAYOTTE
(a) REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (A/745/540)
(b) DRAFT RESOLUTION (A745/L.13)

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I call on the Minister for
Foreign Affairs of the Comoros, who will introduce the draft resolutionm.

Mr. MAECHA (Comoros) (interpretation from French): Mr. President, once
again our Assembly is seized of the question of the Comorian island of Mayotte. As
in the past, our delegation forswears any polemical intention in endeavouring to
present all the elements of this matter with the utmost objectivity, Placing trust
more than ever in our Organization and in its Charter, which declares, inter alia,
the determination of

"We the peoples of the United Nations to reaffirm faith in +so the egqual

rights ... of nations large and smali."
In our eyes the international community's support for the principle of the
sovereign equality of 3ll its States Membexs constitutes the first of the
guarantees conducive to preserving small States such as ours from the threat or use
of force against our integrity and indepeﬁdencea

It is hardly necessary to stress here the consistent determination of the
Comorian authorities to continue to benefit from the sctive contribution of all
delegations so as to be able to put. an end as scon as possible to the unfortunate
dispute that tarnishes our historical relations with France, a founding Member of
our Organization and a courtry respected by all, which only yesterday was in the

vanguard of African decolecnization.
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Yes, we want to believe that Mayotte is am accident of history that it is high
time to remedy. Not once in more than a century of its presence in the Comoros did
France dispute or question the fact that Mayotte belonged to the Comoros as a
whole. On the contrary, successive Governmonts in France, basing themselves on
history, have emphasized on many occasions the need to respect the territorial
unity of our archipslago, in accordance with the conditioms set out in article 72
and following articles of its constitution. All the laws and administrative
provisions adopted during the colonial period enshrined in the clearest way the
unity of our country. Is not that unity, then, well founded? Soms wish, purely
for administrative convenience, to believe not. But that unity has its origin and
its basis in the shared history of the four sister islands that make up the
archipelago of the Islamic Federal Republic of the Comoros, namely the islands of

Anjouan, Grand Comoro, Mayotte and Moheli.
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That was why, when France was brought to recognize our desire for
independence, it was decided, through a French law, that the Comorian people would
be consulted on its future. Agreements were then signed, in Paris on 15 June 1973,
between the representatives of the French Government and those of the territorial
Government of the Comoros. Those agreements provided, first, that a referendum
would be held in the Comoros and that, if the majority of the population voted in
favour of independence, the results would be accepted as a whole - I stress "as a
whole"” -~ for all four islands.

The agreements were to have the effect of giving the Territorial Assembly of
deputies then in office the powers of a constituent assembly, while the President
of the Council of the local Government would have the competence and prerogatives
of a head of State.

Those provisions faithfully reflected the stress 1aid on the indisputable
unity of our country on the eve of its accession to self-determination,
Furthermore, they were supported by solemn declaratioas by the highest French
authorities at that time. In this comnection, I wish to remind repressatatives of
the statement made by the then President of France, in person, on 24 October 1974,
which seemed to dispel any ambiguity:

"Is it reasonable to imagine that part of the [Comoro] Archipelago should

become independent while one island, whatever sympathy might be felt for its

inhabitants, should retain a different status? I think that today's realities
have to be accepted: the Comoros are a unit and have always been a unit. It
iz natural that they should share the same fate. It iz not for us, a2t the

moment of a territory's independence, to propose to shatter the unity of vhat

has always been the united Comoro Archipelago.®
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However, this is exactly what happened in the Comoros 15 years ago. Fiftean years
ago, when the Comoros voted 95 per cent in favour of independsnce, the French
Govermment neverthelass passed another law, on 3 July 1975, which challenged the
original draft law ratifying self-determination, and demanding the organization of
another referendum in which the consultation would take place island by island.

The Comorian pecple were decidedly distressed and shocked by these new
provisions, which ran counter tec their deepest aspirations and to the commitments
made by France. The French Government had, by this action, wiolated not only its
own domestic law, but also public internatiomal law. It had violated the
Sacrosanct rule, so dear to the French Constitution, of the indivisibility of
overseas territories and colonial entities. It had contravened the sacred
principie of the inviolakbility of borders inheritzed from colonial times.

In the face of this unaccsptable about-turn and the clearly expressed desire
of the Comorian people, President Ahmed Abdallah Abderemane unilaterally proclaimed
the independence of the Coemoros on § July 1975,

Becanse our cause was just, there was immediate recognition by the
internationral community, ineluding on 18 July, the Organization of African Unity.
Then, on 12 November, the United Nations admitted the Islamic Pederal Republic of
the Comoros as & sovereign State comprising the four islands of the archipelago,
including Mayotte, by a unanimous vote of the Ganeral Assembly, in accordauce with
resolution 3385 (XXX). That resolution was based on resclutions 1514 (XV) ana
2621 (XXV), concerning the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples, and thus proclaimed the sovereignty of the Islamic Federal
Republic of the Comoros over the whole of the decclonized territory.

Faced with the verdict of our Organization and to legitimize its trial of

strengch, the French Government then decided to organize two referendums in
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Msyotte, on 8 February and 11 April 1976, citing paragraph 3 of article 53 of the
French Constitution, which states:

“No transfer, exchanga or addition of territory is valid without the consent

of the pecples concerned."

Put this way, the argument was that the people of Mayotte were baing enabled to
choose their own future. But it is clear to all that in our case there was no
question of & transfer or exchange of territory, much lass of any addition. It was
a clear case of the arbitrary division of a single territory.

Faced with this impropsr interpretation of the right of transfer, our
Orgenization reactsd vigorcusly, in its resolution 3174, of 21 October 1976, ia
which the General Asssmbly stated that the occupation by Franco of Mayotte
constitutes "a flagrant encroachment on the national unity of the Comorian State"

(shirg

“Condermns and considers null and void tho referendums of 8 Februsry and
11 April 1976 orgenised in <he Comorian island of Mayctte by the Government of
France and rejects: (2) Any other form of ... comsultation which may

hersafter be crganized on Comorian territory ia Mayotte by France”. (pazs. 1)
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Pollowing the example of the United Nations, most major intermational
organisations that regularly consider the question of Meyotte 4id not faii to
express a similar view, in particular last July at the summit confarence of Heads
of State of the Organization of African Unity and last August at the annual reoting
of the Ministers of Foreign Afrairs of the Organiszation of the Islamic Caneroneo.

I cannot conclude my remarks on the events that brought us to the presant
situation and were ths source of the distressing problem in Mayotte without
omphasizing that as sur country suffers this injustice voices ars besing raised in
France vehamently condemning this situation.

Elocted members of the Sccisligt party, the Opposition at that tims, including
the present Prezident, Frangois Mitterrand, addreased to ths Constitutional Council
of thair country a letter denounecing the anti-constitutionality of the famous law
of 3 July 1975.

If one is aware of the komogeneity of the Comorisn population and the blood
ties that have always oxisted between the inhabitants of the four islands of our
archipelago, one can better understand the great suffering of a socially
indivisible pecple. Fifteen years: that is a very long time, and each day ths
quest for a solution to the preblem of Mayotte becomes more complex.

Let thore be no doubt that, in accordamce with the recommendations of the
United Nations, we have never failea on any occasioa to raise the gquestion of
Mayotte with the FPrench side, always stressing our readiness to consider any
conerete proposal aimed at getting us out of thisg distressing situstion.

Raceatly, when President Frangoiz Mitterrand came to the Indian Ocean in June,
the Head of the Comorian State, Mr. Said Mohamsd Djohar, reminded his French

counterpart, withia the framework of relaticns of confidence betwaecu cur two
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countries, of the urgency of £irding a definitive solution to the problen of
Mayotte.

His Excellency Prasident Frangois Mitterrand, who has long known our ccuntry
and who has shown himself to be sensitive to our concerns, once again confirmed
France's determination tc work in the interests of both sides. This is what he
said on that occasion:

“He shall talk about it, but I think that right now w2 must take measures
that will permit communication and constant exchanges between the islands:
Mayotte and the others, the others and Mayotte. Let no more barriers be
erected - even theoretical ones, for they are difficult to overcome - ameag
Ccnloriana.. and let France assist you in recovering your former solidarity.
There are many forms of unity, believe me, and we shall seek thom.*"

I need hardly tell the Assenbly how many hopes this statement raised in the
Comoros and beyond. We wish to assure menbers that we are ready to entertaia all
ways and means for a peaceful zettlement of the problem of Mayotte through the
u:lmpl; implemeatation of international law, since we are convinced of the scundness
of our claim.

8ince he resumed power in March. the Hezd of the Comorian State,

Mr. Said Mohamed Djohur, has bean striving to sst ocur country on the &ifficult but
hecessary course of demccracy and multipsrtyism. In this new nationel pelitical
context, and desiring not to neglect any poesibility of foatering the return of
Mayotte to our family, our President is working te convince pacple of the nesd for
& tripartite commission, including the Maori people, to work to implemont a process
for the settlement of this dispute. We are well awvare that this is a ganerous

idea, there are nevertheless many obstacles to it. 1In 15 years the gep has widoned
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between Mayotte and the rest of the asrchipelago. It will not be eagy to close it,
but what can we do, if France does not t=ke the initiative to gather the three
parties arcund the negotiating table?

However, perhaps more than ever, the climate of trust, peace and understanding
that underlies the relations betwesa our country and France gives us reason for
hope. The political determination of our Pregident to build democracy and the
Present revision of our Constitution ars pledges of a new course likely to lead
£inally to that long-awaited sclution: the restoration of the sovereignty znd
territorial integrity of the Islamic Federal Repubiic of the Comcros. The new
constitutional framework we are now studying aima only at protection against the
hegemony of ons island over another.

At a timo whon the United Natious is strsngthening its credibility, when real
solidarity is being built with regard to the crises in the Middle East and the Far
East, we caannot believe that only &n armed conflict can move the international
community to action. May our Organisation on the gueastion of Mayotte - as in the
fece of any violation of a"peoplo'a sovereignty - ensure once and for all the
primacy of internationsl law over force: law and nothing but the law.

Once agzin we request the good offices of our Organizecion, whose szsential
task it is - is it not? - to foster peace and understanding among peoples and
nations, to assist us in our queat for the most appropriate ways and meaus of
giving a new impetus - a crucial impetus this time - to the resclution of the case
of Mayotto and finally to draft an agreement that will ensurs the restitution of

that sister island.,
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I shall conclude by expressing the deep gratitude of the Government of the
Comoros to our Organization for the atteantiom it has constantly paid to the
question of Mayotte.

The draft resolution submitted to our Assembly and which is aimed at
justifying the present debate is completaly in accord with all our earlier
recommendations or this subject. Hence we fervontly desire ita adoption.

Mr. RAZALI (Mzlaysia): May I offer Malaysia's best wishes and its
particular happiness at seesing Mr. de Marco slected as President of this session.

The General Assembly listened just now with rapt attention to the ferveat
appeal of the Foreign Minister of the Islamic Federal Republic of the Comoros. The
Malaysian delegation extends its full solidarity to that appeal of thoe Foreiga
Minister and would comrend in particular the determination and steadfaatness cf the
Comoros in the pursuit of its objectivss.

For the last 15 juars this Assombly has made repsated calls for a peaceful
solution te the question of the Comorian Island of Mayottes. Today, with the new
international order of cc-operaticn and understanding, there is even more reason to
reaffirm such an appeal.

Our interest in this issue lies in the fact that Malaysia is a close frisnd of
both France and the Islamic Federal Republic of the Comores. In the aspirit of thst
friendship and continuing co-operation, we place our confidence in an honourable
and just political settlement of the problem.

The Islamic Fedsral Republic of the Comoros, ccmprised of the four main
islands of Anjouan, Greand-Comoro, Mayotte and Moheli, is a peaceful, small
island-State, struggling to build its nation and committed to enxhancing the welfare
of its people and its national development. Jusc &3 it had asaisted in the
decolonization of other nationa, the United Nations must ensure that the Comorians

will succeed in achieving their national aspirations. This is to say that all
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responsible Membars of the Unitad Wations must racognise the legitimate rights of
the peopls of the Comoros not only to independence but zlsc to a single integrated
entity that will ensure them a peaceful existence and political stability.
Decolonization must not be a half-way process; it must be a complets process. As
urged by the United Nations, the Orgsnisation of African Unity (OAU), the
Organization of the Islamic Conference (CIC), the Movament of Non-Aligned Countries
and many other individual nations, the colcnial Power must carry out its
responsibility and obligations in keeping with the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, adopted in 1960.

After considering the Comorian referendum held in 1974 whereby $5 per cent of
the psople voted for independence, Malaysia recognized the sovereignty of the
Islamic Federal Republic of the Comoros over the island of Mayotte. The continued
separation of Mayotte from the rest of the Islamic Federal Republic creates
political instability and will affect the territorial integrity of the Comorocs.
The present partition must end, for it is to a great degree depriving the Comorians
of their already scarce resources, which are vital for the process of
nation-building and the well-being of its people.

Despite the Secretary-General's repeated efforts to £ind a peaceful solution
to this problem, there has not been tangible progress so far, as indicazed in the
Secretary-General's latest report {A/745/540) of 27 September 1990. Malaysia is
concerned over this situation. We therefore call upon all the partiss involved to
resolve this problem az soon as possible so as not "o destroy further the national
unity of a country whose homogeneous pesoplz share the same languzge, culture and
religion.

My delegation pays special attention to the coﬁmitwent of both parties to
continue having a dialogue and intensify their efforts aimed at achieving a

political solutior. Malaysia hopes that that dialogue will be accelerated and
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result in the affirmation of the territorial integrity of the lslamic Faderal
Republic of the Comoros.

We would like to exprsss our continuing support feor the efforts of the
Secretary-General to achievc the aforementioned objective. Wo slso support the
mediation and good offices of the OAU in assisting in the resolutiocn of this
problem. In the same manmer and for the same objective, Malaysia is pisased to
support the draft resolution on ths question of the Comorian island of Mayotte.

Mr. IBRAHIM (Egypt) (iuterpretation from Arabic): Egypt's interest in
the question of the Comorian island of Mayotte and our desire for a just and speedy
sclution to be reached theretc stem from the close tiss of friendship which bind us
to both the Comoros and to France, in addition to our adherance to the resoluticns
of the Organization of Africaa Uaity (CAU).

As always, our position has been based on principles we believe in anad upon
which the United Nations wss founded. Egypt supports the sovereignty of the
Islanic Pederal Republic of the Comoros over the Comorian island of Mayotte. We
hava consistently affirmed this position in a number of international and regional
forums. It is a position that is supperted by all thoss regional and intarmational
forums that are concerned with the question as is seen from the resolutions adopted
by the United Nations and the African and Fon-aligned summits, all of which call
for respecting the unity and territorial integrity of the archipelago.

Through our constant contacts with the two parties concerned, we understand
&nd appreciate the conceras cf the Government of ths Islamic Federal Republic of
the Comoros which arise from the fact that no tangible prograss has been made in
finding & just solution to the problem. Nothing new has taken place since 1975 as
far as the situation is concerned. We are awvare that the persistence of a

situation that is akin to & stalemate, carriss with it dangers of political



JUYM/6 A/45/PV.368
19-20

(Mr. Ibrabim. Egypt)
instability, which may adversely reflect on the prevailing climate in the territory
as a whole.

As far as we are concerned, however, thare is always room for optimism and
hops. We still believe that there is a poesibility of reaching z just and

negotiated sclution.
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Through our contacts with the two friendly Goveraments of Comoros Islands and
France, we feel that there is a sincers desire to continue the dialegus and to keep
the channels of communication between the two Governments open. This deponstrates
the good faitk of both parties and their intentioa to intensify the sfforts aimed
at reaching & political solution that would affirm and maintain the territorial
unity of the Comoros Islands and, at the same time, take intc consideration the
interests of all parties.

Wa wish to take this opporturity to suppert the endeavours of the
- Secretary-General in this comnection. We raguest him to continue his contacts with
botk parties and commend his readiness to exart efforts in ordar to reach the
desired solutica.

We believe that the current int@rnational climate which is orisanted towards
furthe. peace and security in severai geographic regions must encourage both
parties to believe that with good intentions and persistent endsaveurs they will
achieve tangibie and commendable results in the near future.

Mr. DANGUE REWAKA (Gabon) (interpretation from Prench): We are meeting
today to consider once again the question of the Comorian island of Mayotte. Let
us say at the very outset that there have been no developments on this question.
Ané when I say that, I am not saying anything new. Indeed, for too loag now the
Islamic Federal Republic of the Comoros has been fighting for the raturn of Mayotte
to the rest of the Comores; for too long now the General Aggembly has been calling
upon the Govermment of France to abide by commitments entered iato on the eve of
the sclf-determination referendum held in the Comoros archipelagc on
22 December 1974; for too long now the General Assembly has been appsaling to
France to put into practice the determination it has expressed on more than one

occasion to seek a just and lasting solution to the problem of Mayotte.
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While there are some encouraging develcpments on cther questiocas it must be
said that in this particular case, despite efforts that have beer made since 1977
by the Organisation of African Unity's AQ Hoc Committea of Saven, presided ovar by
my country, the question of Mayotts has been hopelessly bogged dowm. Nevertheless,
the Committee does not internd to give up. Thus, it is contemplating reactivating
very soon negotiations with the French authorities in order to speed up the return
of the Comorian island of Mayotte to the Islamic Federal Rspublic of the Comoros.
The Ad Hoc Committee of Seven of the Organization of African Unity calls upon
the General Assembly to adopt unanimously the draft resolution now before it, as a
way of lending support and comfort to the Committec as it continues its mission.
Mc. BAIMAN {(Pakistsn): The quescion of the Comoriam isiand of Mayotte
has beex on the agenda of the Geusral Assombly since 1976, soon after Conoros
attained independence. Ever since, the racoluticons of the Genmeral Assembly on this
question have, jnter plia, underlined the nocessity of respecting the unity and
territorial integrity of the Comorian archipsiago and have reaffirmed that a
lastizg sclution to the problem can be found orly in restorstiom of the disputaed
island to Comoros. The territorial integrity and unity of Comoros as a whole have
also been reaffirmed in resolutions adopted over the years im other intermatiomal
forums such as the Non-Aligned Movement, the Organization of tho Islamic Conferenco
and the Organization of African Unity.
Last year, the General Agsembly, in its zesoluticn 44/9, adopted on
18 Octcber 1985, once agein reaffirmad ths govereignty of tha Islamic Republic of
the Comoros over the island of Mayotte and, beering in mind the wish expressed by
the President of the French Republic to seek actively a just selutien to that
problem, urged the Cor “rnment of France to accelerate the process of negotiations
with the Government of Comores with a view to snsuring the effective and prompt

return of the island of Mayotte to the Comoros.
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This position was again rofiected in the Conference of Heads of State and
Government of the Organizatior of African Unity held in Addis Mbeba in July 1950
and the nineteenth Islamic Conference of Foreigs Ministers, held in Cairoc from
31 July to 5 August 1990. Such demonstrations of international support leave no
doubt regarding the validity of the Comoros claim to the island of Mayotte.

The problem of the Comorian island of Mayotte is not just a bilateral problem
between France and Comoros but is esscntially a question of decolonization and
therefore a matter of concern for the international community. In this context I
recall Gemeral Assembly resclution 3291 (XXIX), of 13 December 1974; and resolution
1514 (XV), of 14 December 1960, on the granting of independence to colonial
ceuntries and peoples. These resolutions clearly maintain that the granting of
independence or of the right to exercise self-determination applies to colonial
entities as a whole and not selectively. This principle remains egqually applicable
to the Comoriar archipelago.

In our view, constructive dialogue and peaceful nsgotiations are the best
poszible means of resolving differences and disputes. In this context we note with
& great deal of satisfaction the close contact maintained by the Secretary-General
with all parties and his readiness to make available his good offices in the search
for a peaceful solution to the problem,

Pakistan has traditional ties of friendship and co-operation with France and,
as a fellow member of the Non-Aligned Movement and of the Organization of tne
Islamic Conference, enjoys close and fraternal ties with the Islamic Federal
Republic of Comoros. A dispute between those two friendly countriee is certainly a
matter of concern to us.

Pakistan has besen following vary closely the dsvelopments that are taking

place on this isgue. We are encouraged by the ongoing dialogue betwsen the two
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Governments at the highest level, particularly the mesting between the Prozidents

of France and Comoros held in Moroni in June 1990. Such a dialogue, imbued with a
spirit of co-opsration anad understanding and built on the foundations &lready laid
by the relevant General Assembly resolutions, provides the best possibility for a

peaceful solution to the problem. This demonstration of political will on both

sides must be supported by tha international community at large.
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The draft resolution before us in dccument A/45/L.13 is both moderate and
balanced and reiterates the principled position maintained by various international
forums. My delegation supports the draft resclution and oxpressss the hope that it
will accelerate the process of negotiaticns leading to an early solution of the
problem on the basis of the racognized principles of intornational law and the
Charter of the United Nations. .

In conclusion, my delegation would also like to avail itself of this
cpportunity to commend the Secretary-Gercral's efforts towards solving this
problem, and to join others in requesting him to comtinue his efforts and extscd
kis good offices to the Organization of African Unity in the search for a
negotiated settlement.

Mr. BLANC (France) (interpretatiom from French): Once again PFrance is
obliged to express regret that the question of the island of Mayotte is an item on
the Gereral Assembly's agenda. We shall be compslled to vote against the text
before us, in particular because of its operative paragraph 1.

However, my delegation has listened very attentively to the representatives
who have spoken on this question. It is clear that everyone wants a just and
lasting solution to be found to the question. This is also France's praitien.,

We are committed actively to seek a satisfactory sclutior to the problem of
Mayotte and we rule out no sclution in keeping with our Comstitution &nd with the
aspirations of the peocples concerned.

With a sense of responsibility and in 8 spirit of openness, the Fremch
Government is continuing a constructive dialogue with the Islamic Federal Republic
of tha Comorca. This dialogue is based oa the strorg ties of friendship ard
co-operatior which exist batween our two countries and which were borme out guite
recently, at the meeting in June 1990 at Moroni between Presidents Djohar and

Mitterrand. We are convinced that this dialogue, comtinued with an sbiding
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determination to seek conciliation and a peaceful solution, can, despite the

difficulties, lead to progress in the common search for a Just solution.

For its part, France will spare no effort in this endesavour.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): The Azsenbly will now take a

dacision on the draft resolution in document A/45/L.13.

A recordsd vote has bsen requested.

A_recorded vote was taken.

In favour:

Agalnst:
Abstaining:

o]

(resolution 45/11).5"m.

Afghanistan, Albanis, Algeria, Aangola, Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Australia, Bahamas, Bahraim, Bangladesh, Barbados,
Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei
Darugsalam, Burkina Faso. .urundi, Byelorussiam Soviet Socialist
Republic, Camercon, Caps Verds, Central) African Republic, Chad,
Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Costa Rica, Céte d°'Ivoire, Cuba,
Djibouti, Ecuader, Egypt, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland,
Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Grenada, Guatemzla, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau,
Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic
of), Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao Psople's
Democratic Republic, Lesotho, Libyaa Arab Jamahiriya, M=»lagascar,
Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritiug, M:xico,
Mongolia, Morocco, Mosambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Neapai. ¥Weu
Zoaland, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Omam, Pakistan, Pav i, Popua
New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Rwsada, Saint
Kitts and Nevis, Sasint Lucia, Saudi Arsbia, Senegal, Sierrz
Leone, Singspore, Solomor Isiands, Somslia, Sri Lanka, Sudan,
Suriname, Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian Arsb Republic, Thailand,
Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Ropublics, United Arab
Emirates, United Republic of Tansania, Uruguay, Vanuatu,
Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe

France

Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia,
Denmark, Deminica, Dominican Republic, Germany, Greece, Hungery,
Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Liechtenstein,
Luxzembourg, Malta, Wetberlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal,
Romania, Saint Vircent and the Grenadines, Spain, Turkey, United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of
America

* Subsequently, the delegation of Congo and Uganda sdvised the Sacretarist
that they had intended to vote in favour.



BES/ras A/45/PV,38
a8

Ihe PRESIDERT (inhcrprota&ion from French): The Assembly has thus

concluded its considaration of agenda item 27.
AGENDA ITEM 15

ELECTIONS TO FILL VACANCIES IN PRIKCIPAL ORGANS
(a) BLECTION OF FIVE NOW-PERMANEKT NENBERS OF THE SECURITY COUMCIL

The PRRSIDENT: The Genersl Assenbly will now proceed to ths election of
fivs non-permanent members of the Security Council to replace those mambers whose
term of office expires cn 31 December 1999.

The five outgoing members are: Canada, Colombia, Ethiopia, Finland and
Malaysia. Those five States cannot bs re-elected and therefore their naxas shouid
not appear on the ballot pspers.

Apart from the five permanent membsrs, the Sacurity Coumeil will ianclude in
1991 the following States: CSte d'Ivoire, Cuba, Romaniz, Yemen apd Z2aire.
Therefore, the names of those States should not appear on the ballot papers.

Of the five non-permanent msmbors that will remain in office in 1991, three
are from Africa and Asia, one is from Eastern Europe and ons is from Latin America
and the Carilioean.

Consequently, pursuant to paragraph 3 of Gensral Assembly
resolution 1992 A (XVIII} of 17 December 1963, the £ive non-pernanent memhars
shonld bs oiectcd accerding to the following patteran: two from Africa and Asis,
oné from Latin America and the Caribbean, and two from Western Buropée and othsrc
States. This pattera is reflected in a single ballot paper.

In accordance with the estebiished prectics, there is an understanding to the
effect that of the two Statez to be elected from Africa and Asia oms should be from

Africa and omo frowm Asia.
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(Ihe_President)

I should 1ike to inform the Assemdly that the number of candidates, not
exceeding the number of saats to bs f£illed, receiving the greatest number of votes
and a two thirds majority of those present and voting will be dsclared elected. In
the case of a tie vote for the last seat, thers will be a rostricted ballot 1inited
to those candidates that have obtained an equal nusber of votes.

May I teke it that the Ceneral Assembly agrecs to that procedure?
IS was so decided.
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Zhe PRESIDENT: In accordance with rule 92 of the rules of procedura, the
election shall be held by secret ballot and there shall be no nominations. Bailot
papaers are now deing distributed.

I request representatives to use only those bailot papers tﬁat have just baen
distributed and to write on them the names of the five Member States for which they
wish to vote. As I have indicated, the balliot pspers should not include the names
of the five permanent members, the five outgoing non-permanent members., cr the five
non-parmanent members that will remain in office in 1991. Votes for more States

than the number of seats allocated to sack region will be declared invalid and

votes for States outside the ralevant regicn will mot bs counted.
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The PRESIDENT (interpretationm from French): The rxesult of the voting for

the election of five non-permanent members of the Security Council is as follows:

Austria
Ecuador
Zimbabwe
Belgium
India

Sri Lanka
Australia
Spain
Hungary®
Islamic Republic of Iran
Japan
Liechtenstein
Mexico

Peru

United Repubiic of Tanzania

Sweden
Vanezvcla

Yugoslavia®

154

0

154

154

103

150
149
146
142
141

o R e e R e e e R N

* The President had statsd befora the bzlloting began that votes for States
outaside the relevant region would not be counted; consequontly, the votes for this
Eastern European State shculd not have been includsd in the results.
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Ihe PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): I congratulate the States which
have been elected non-permanent members of the Security Council, and I thank the
tellers for their assistance in this election.

That concludes cur consideration of agenda item 15 (a).

AGENDA ITEM 3 (continued)

CREDENTIALS OF REPRESENTATIVES TO THE FORTY-FIFTH SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
(b) FIRST REPORT OF THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE (A/745/674)

The PRESIDENT: I should like to inform members that the Permanent
Representative of Ruwait, on behalf of the Arab States, has requested that
consideration of agenda item 3 (b), concerning the first report of the Credentials
Committee be postponed. Unless there is an objection, the Assembly will postpone
consideration of that item to a later date, to be announced.

It was so decided.

AGENDA ITEM 8 (gcontinued)
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK

(a) LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAR OF THE COMMITTEE ON CONFERENCES (A745/475/244.2)
(b) REPORT OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE (A/45/665)
Ihe PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): The Asgsembly will now turn

its attention to document A/45/475/284.2, vhich contains a letter dated
18 October 1990 from the Chairman of the Committee on Conferances addressed to the
President of the Assembly. Ax members are aware, the Assembly, in paragraph 7 of
its resolution 40/243, section I, decided that no subsidiary organ of the Gemeral
Assembly may meet at United Natious Headquarters during a regular session of the
Assembly unless explicity authorized by the Assembly to do so.

As indicated in .he letter I have just mentioned, the Committee on éonfetences

has recommended that the Gemeral Assembly authorisze the International Civil Service
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(The President)

Commisaion to hold a special session from 5 to 9 November 1990. The report of the
Fifth Committee on the programme budget implications of this request is contained
in document A/45/665.

May I take it that the General Assembly &zdopts the recommendation of the
Committee on Conferences?

it was so decided.
PROGRAMME OF WORK

The PRESIDENT: I should like tc inform members of some changes in the

tentative programme of work of the Assembly. On Wednesday, 7 November, in the
morning, the Assembly will consider agenda item 29, entitled "The situatiorn im
Afghaniston and its implicaticns for international peace and security”, as well as
agenda item 30, "Co-operation between the United Natioms and the Organization of
African Unity", and agenda item 22, "Implementation of the Declaration on the Right

of Peoples toc Peace".





