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AGENDA ITEM 9 (continued)
GENERAL DEBATE
Mr. VAN DUNEM (Angola) (spoke in Portuguese; official English text
furnished by the delegation): First I would like to congratulate.you, Sir, on your
election to the presidency of the General Assembly at its forty-fifth session and
to join those who spoke‘before me in wishing you success. °

Even though the international community is more hopeful today about finding
the most efficient ways and means in the q;est for justice, peace, understanding
and co-operation, we know that the task of leading our proceedings is a hard one.
Nevertheless, your wisdom, diplomatic experience and capability, as well as your
personal dedication, are an assurance that the work of this session will be most
successful,

Allow me, therefore, to express, on behalf of the Government of the People's
Republic of Angola and on my own behalf, the trust'twe have in You, and to assure
you of the full co-operation of my delegation.

Allow me alsoc to congratulate the outgoing President, His Excellency
General Joseph Garba, on the excellent work carried out during the forty-fourth
session. The success of the sixteenth special session, davoted to the subject of
apartheid and its destructive consequences in southern Africa, and of the
eighteenth spascial session, on international economic co-operation, particularly
for the recovery of economic growth and development in the developing countries, is
unequivocal proof of the dedication and capability that have always characterized
him.

The current trend towards détente in international relations has resulted in
important steps aimed at 8olving some of the major problems of concern to the

internationail community, thanks to the efforts made during the past few yoears, when
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the cold war has been increasingly replaced by dialogue, and the use of force in
relations between States has been losing ground to the settlement of conflicts
through negotiation.

In this connection, we salute Namibia's accession to independence, an event
that marked the end of the era of traditiomal colonialism on the African continent.
We also welcome the unification of Germany, a country with which we have
always had friendly relations. My Govermnment will spare no effort to maintain and

strengthen those ties of co-operation.

These historic events are occurring concurreatly with others which have a
profound significance for Africa and the world: the freeing of Dr. Nelson Mandela,
the legalization of anti-apartheid political organizations and the transformations
taking place in South Africa with a view to the abolition of the policy of racial
segregation. All these are signs of the new environment in which we are living and
of hope for a better future.

However, elements of instability persist in scuthern Africa. We are referring
to the situation of violence which obtains in South Africa, supported and
encouraged by the pelice.

We are also referring to the conflicts in Angola and Mozambique, where peace
efforts are being opposed by external interference, whose only reason for being
lies in the outmoded policies of bloc confrontation.

In the case of Angolan, the summit meeting held one year agc at Gbadolite had
created hopes for peace that quickly disappeared as a result of the continued
support given to the National Union for the Total Independence of Angola (UNITA) by
the United States and by South African conservative circles.

Throughout this period, the Government of Angola has reaffirmed its dedication

to go on with peace efforts through the dialogue aimed at national unity and
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reconciliation among all Angolans. It was in that context that concessions were
made in Gbadolite and on other occasions.

The same cannot be said of UNITA, which not only has deliberately violated and
later unilaterally denounced the commitments made at Gbadolite but also has
intensified its acts of war, particularly against the economic and social
infrastructure, and has kidnapped and murdered defenseless civilians.

Nevertheless, the Government of Angola continued to bet on peace and therefore has
decided to establish direct contacts with UNITA.

Nothwithstanding that flexibility, the continued foreign interference and the
position of UNITA yig-d-vis the Angolan Govermment's proposals for achieving peace
Lave been the obstacles that prevented the four rounds of direct talks already held
under the auspices of the Govermment of Portugal from producing the expacted
results,

The failure of the fourth round of direct talks was due to UNITA's unjustified
demand to be explicitly recognized as an opposition political party. The Angolan
Government has already established the principlobof constitutional revision and of
a multi-party system in Angola under peaceful conditions, proposing a temporary
status for UNITA that, once agreed to by that group, would take effect with the
signing of the cease-fire. Once a multi-party system has been instituted, all
political forces would conduct their activities legally under the Political Parties

Law, to be approved by the competent State authorities.



PXB/31 A/45/PV.29
6

(Mr, Van Dunem. Angola)

Therefore, it is wrong to demand the status of an opposition political party
in the preseat circumstances, not only because it violates the present legal and
constitutional order, recognized by UNITA Quring the second round of negotiations,
but also because nowhere in the world does an official opposition party possess an
army of its own.

The attempt to blame the Angolan Government for the failure of the fourth
round is intended simply to manipulate public opinion and justify additional aid to
UNITA for continuing the war in Angola. Unfortunately the political, economic and
military might of the United States continues to influence Angola's internal
conflict, contrary to the commitments made by United States authorities during the
negotiatiou process that led to the New York agreements on peace in south-western
Africa.

It is not inappropriate to emphesize the seriousness demonstrated by the
Government of the Pecple's Republic of Angola in the process that facilitated the
application of Security Council resciution 435 (1978), making it possible to
eliminate the tension point represented by the Namibian conflict. At the same
time, it would be unfair not to recognize the important role played by the Cuban
Government for peace in south-wastern Africa.

Angola and Cuba continue to abide by their commitments on the phased
withdrawal of troops from Angola, in a process that has already resulted in the
departure of more than 38,000 soldiers in a shorter period of time than had been
agresd upon.

The war situation in the People's Republic of Angola is made worse by natura}
disasters, particularly the drought that has been afflicting some central and
southern regions of the country for adbout four years, with serious material damage

and loss of human life. According te present estimates about 3.5 million people
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ara in need of emergency food aid and 2.2 million of them are suffering the effects
of the drought.

We are grateful for the efforts undertaken by the Secretary-General of the
United Nations in mobilizing emergency aid to Angola, and we thank the
international community for alleviating the suffering of the stricken populations,

However, in the face of the difficulties and limitations inherent in the
country's economic underdevelopment, the Angolan Government is unable to cope with
that natural disaster by means of its own resources, and for that reason it is
renewing its appeal for international aid.

Given the interdependence that exists nowadays in the world, no country can
remain indifferent to problems that affect humanity. The People’s Republic of
Angola takes a keen interest in the events taking place ian various parts of the
globe.

The latest developments in Western Sahara show that some positive steps are
being taken to break the present stalemate. The Government of the People's
Republic of Angola reaffirms the right of the Saharan people to self-determination
and enccurages the Government of the Kingdom of Morocco and the POLISARIO Front to
preceed with negotiations and congratulates the Secrestary-General of the United
Nations on the efforts he has undertaken, together with the Organization of African
Unity (OAU),‘to organize a reforendum that can bring an early settlement of the
conflict.

The continued illegal occupation of the Territory of East Timor is
unaccaptable, unjustifiable and a violation of the aorms and principles of
international law, especially when it is perpetrated by a country which in the past
has itself been a victim of colonialism and which has made an important

contribution to the struggle of colonized peoples for their emancipation.
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¥y Governmant advocates the path of dialogue betwsen Portugal and Indoneaia,
including representatives of the pPecple of East Timor, as the way to find a fair
and comprehensive sclution that will take account of ths legitimate rights of the
Maubers people.

Prospects in the Middle East are not encoursging in so far as finding an early
resolution of the Israsli-Arab conflict is concorned. We believe that settling
Jews in occupied Arab territories will not help in any way to bring an honourable
end to that conflict. The Government of tha Paople's Republic of Angola considers
it imperative to convene an internaticnal confarence on the Niddle Eagt with the
participation of all parties concerned, including the Palestine Libaration
Organization (PLO), the authentic representative of the Palestinisn people, which
has for decades been struggling for its right te self-determination.

We cannot fail to mention the crisis that recently zrose ia the Persian Gulf.
When everything points to a realisation that resorting to the use of force is not
the most efficient way or moans of resolving conflicts, we are aurprised by the
events in that part of our globe with the invasion of Kuwait by Iragq - gomething we
emphatically condemn, especially since Kuwait ig a momber of the Non-Aligned
Movement which, since ite establishment, has defended the principle of refraining
from the threat or use of force in international relations.

Therefore the parties involved must honour the resolutions of the Security
Council and it is imperative that Iraqi troops should be withdrawn from Kuwait in
order to facilitate a peaceful and nagotiated resolution of the conflict.,

With regard to Central America, we reaffirm that the peoples of the region
rust freely decide their destiny; there must be no exterral interference thruugh
support given to irregular armed groups, through direct military intervention or
through a war of information whose object is to overthrow legitimately constituted

Governments.
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In Cambodia the continuation of armed action from neighbouring territories
will not advance the scarch for a POACe agreement. My Government believes tkat a
peaceful resolution of the conflict there necessarily requires the cessation of all
foreign interference and respact for the country's independsnce, territorial
integrity ane non-gligned status.

On the subject of Korea, By Government supports the steps taken towards the
reunification of the two parts of that country and the removal of foreign bases and
troops froa the paninsula. The recent proposals tiwad at the holding of a
conference during a first phase constitute a positive sign that deserves the
fullest support from the international community, for no matter what Rharosuvrzes are
resorted to, a psople with a single identity will nevsr remain divided.

At the beginning of tha last decade, we decisred from this rostrum our firm
desire to improve the global ecomomic environment, and we likewise committed
ourselves to strengthening international econcmic co-opsration in order to conquer
hunger, poverty, malnutritior ana epidemica - that is, to ovsrcome the problems 61
underdovelopment and give more dignity to xan's existence.

Today, as we enter the last decade of the twentieth century, we should reflact
or what was our commitment to searching for solutions to the critical international
economic situation, which affects the developing countries most of all, Therefore,
it is only right to raise soms concerns: Must we have images of hunger and poverty
continue to appear in the vof:l.d of our discussions in arder to remind us of the
inbalancoe and injustice of the present interaational economic system? Do we need
to raepeat at every step that four fifths of the world's population possesses only
one £ifth of its total wealth, manages only 10 per cent of the world's industrial
output and controls noc more than 2 to 3 per cent of the total research efforte in

the world? What specific joint measures aid we take to prevent the gap
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between the developing and the developed countries from rsaching today's
proportions?

¥hen the recent spacial session of the Cexeral Asssmbly dsvoted to
international econcmic co-oparation tnalysed the rosults achisved during the paat
decads, it found that the problems which hsd already caused concern to the
countries of the so-called third world at the start of the decade werae otill
present.

The target level of official development 2id to the dovsloping countries,
fixed at 0.7 per cent of ths industrialized countries’ gross national
product (GNP), was attainad only by a small group of countries, and the general

figure was orly 0.35 por cent.
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In international trade we contiaue to witness a resurgence of protectioniam
practised by the developsd countries, a decline in the prices of raw materizls, and
& deterioration of the terme of trade, whose effects seriously compromise all the
eXforts made by the developing countries to revive their economies.

To aggravate this picture, the foreign debt of the developing countrics has
bsen counstantly increasing, reaching the monumental sum of $1,320 billion at the
end of last year; that amount cannot be paid without inevitably diminishing the
iavestment capacity of those countries.

In our view, the basic question lies in the need for a political will, both on
the part of the developing countries and on the part of the developed countries, as
the only way to avoid a reproduction of the systom that generated the irequalities
and injustices.

While it is true that in order to ovaercome the challenges of the world
economic situation, the developing countries have to adopt more appropriate
strategies gear~a to roadjusting their economies, it is equally true that the
developed countries should adopt more comstructive attitudes.

Mcre receatly, with the ongoing transformations in Bastern Europe we have
witnessed what could be cailed “conditiozalism” in conmectioa with official
development aid from the countries of Western Europas.

For the Goverament of tho People’s Republic of Angola, the economic evolutien
occurring in the couniries of Eastern Europe should signify a more active
participation by those countries in the world economy, so that they may make a
greater contributicn to the improvement of North-South relations.

In the particular case of Africa, the changes taking place in Eastern Burope
should serve as an incentive to other industrialized countries to give greater
support to African countries, taking account of tke ongoing policies of structural

adjustment aimed at the recovery of their economies, instead of opting for measures
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that would further wecken their participation in the expansion of the world
economy.

Moreover, in the face of the inadequate results achieved in implementirg the
United Nations prograzme for the eccnomic recovery of Africa, the international
community has seen the birth of a new plan that requires greater flexibllity on the
part of donors.

Ia southern Africa, with the accession of Namibia to indepondatce and the
baginning of the process that will lead to negotiations botween enti-apartheid
organisations and the South African Government, new prospects are opening for the
region’s development.

The member countries of the Co-ordinstion Confe.ance for ths Development of
Southern Africa, in its tenth year of existance are entering a new phase in the
development efforts that will need the growing s. port of the international
comamunity.

Important svents have taken place and will take place during the present
dacade. A few days ago the socond United Mations Confereunce on ¢he Leagt Developed
Countries ended at Paris with encouraging - albeit pariial - results. Its
convening constitutes one more opportunity to seek solutions to the pressing
problems faced by that group of countries. The cancellation of their foreign debts
by the industrialized creditor countries should be considered one of the most
urgent and necessary measures for achieving that end.

The World Summit for Children, held on 29 and 30 Septenber, accurately
anzlysed the problems that beset the world's children and it recommended
sppropriate measures for their protection. The People’s Republic of Angola
reaffirms its most firm commitment to such principles ard will do its utmost to

improve the living conditions of childrar.
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In addition, the eightk United Naticas Conference on Trade and Devalopment
will take place inm 1991, ia 1092 there will be a conferonce on exviromment and
development, and in 1994, a coaference ox population. At those importeat forums an
effort will be made to continue the debate begun at the eighteentd special sossion
of the Goneral Assenbly, dsvoted to international ecomomis co-operatios. The
results we expect from those meetingo should become a fouadatioa for
re-sstablishing trust smong nationg.

Iha EREEIDENT: I shall now cail on those represontatives,who wish to
speak ir exercise of the right of roply.

May I remind members that, in accordance with General Aszsombly decision
347401, statements in emercise of the right of reply are limited to 10 sinutes for
the first intervention and to five ninutes for the second znd should be made by
delegations from their seats.

Mc. AESIN (Turkey): My delegation has asked to epeak in exercise of the
right of raply.

The statoment made by the Minister for Yoraign Affairs of Greecs on
27 September iz the course of the genezal debate consisted of BAny pages devotsd to
the question of Cyprus, The Groek stateseat contained mothing positive. It was
not designed to soothe or to coneiliats. Tha orly new ¢lement wag ths attampt to
equate the Gulf crisis with the ques:ion of Cyprus. That is ludicrous. Ever by
grossly distorting well-known fecta, it is mot posaidle to drew the kind of
perallsl between Kuwait and Cyprus that the Greek ststement tried to drew.

Kuvait was invaded, occupied ead anrexed by its seighbour. In essenco, thst
is vhat Greece tried to dc to Cyprus. Greece encoursged and abetted the Greek
Cypriots to dsatroy the partoership State in ordeor to arnex Cyprus ¢o Greece.

As we all know, ths Republic of Cyprus wss ostadlisbed in 1960 by the Turkish
snd Greek Cypricte in the ezercise of their respective rights of
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self-dateraisstioa. Mithin three yeora, the Greek Crpriots hed precipitated a
¢i- .1 war, upset the comstitutionsl order asd brought about the divicioa of Cyprus,
all in the name of umicn with Graace.

The Usited Fations had to sesd forces to Cyprus im 196¢ to protsct the
belesguared Turkish Cypriots from doisg extermimated or driven out of their
sacestral bomes by the Greex Cypriots. If tho Usited Fatioas peace-kraping force
is still in Cyprus after more than 26 years, Gresce must bacr & heavy
responsibility for thst fact. In all those yoars., we have not soes any Greek
initiative to encoursge reconciliation Datweez the two peoplies in Cyprus. They
have never givea their support for the 1ifting of the emdargo against the Tuckish
Cypriots or for toning dowm the hostility and the invective directed egainst the
North from the Greek Cypriots. On the contrary, Athens has given matarial and
moral support to Grack Cypriot rearmsnent efforta. Atheas has backed cthe most
chauvinistic elements among the Greak Cypriots in pursuing their relentiess
campaign agaimst the Turkish Cyprictsa.

The question of Cyprus will De resolved when the tvo pooples im Cyprus
overcome their differences. ZThe way to thst gosl is shown in Becurity Council
resolution 649 (1990). which was adopted unanimously by the Becurity Council six
montha ago. That resolution calls for a freely resched and mutuvally scceptable
solution to be arrived at through negotiations on an agqual footiaug. While peying
1ip service to respect for relevant United Nations xesclutions, the Greek statemont
ccntained no montion of Security Cou=zcil resclutien 649 (199C), nor any indication
of a desire on Gresce's part to sncourage the Greek Cypriots to turm over a naw

leat in their relations wits the Turkish Cypriots.
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The tired rhetoric ¢. the past 26 years has got us nowhers. My delegation is
very sad to note that the message from Athens continues to be in the same vein.
This does not augur well for the Secrstary-Gensral's renewed efforts to get the
intercommunal talks resumed at an early date.

Mr. YPSARIDES {Cyprus): I would like to raply to what the representative
of Turkey said, trying, in this Assenmbly, to distort the picture and the quastion
of Cyprus and, particularly, trying to prasant the latest resolution of the
Security Council oa Cyprus, resoiution 649 (1990), as aiming to create a situation
in Cyprus where there will be division and separation, whereas the resolutions and
decisions of the United Mations, both of the Security Council and of the General
Assenmbly, go in the Airection of having a united Cyprus. Hs 4id so even on the
particular {dea of separate self-determination, which has been dealt with in the
Security Ceuncil by the Secretary-General himself.

The quastion of Cyprus is a question of efforts by the Secretary-General to
find & colution on the basis of the unity and the integratiom of Cyprus, and not a
solution as the reprosentative of Turkey tried to present it inm his right of reply.

Mz . THECDORAKQPOULOS (Grecce): The distinguished representative of
Turkey., in exercising his right of reply, launched a slanderous sllegation against
my country. I would like to ask the distinguished represeatative of Turkey, Who
attacked Cyprus? Whose occupation forces are still in Cyprus? Who expellad
200,000 refugees from their ancestral home? And who was respoasible for the
1,669 missing persons? I would like to point out that the crime of aguression
against Cyprus was committed by Turkey. There is no legal or moral principle to
justify this act of sggression committed against Cyprus.

I would also like to ask the distinguished reprosentative of Turkey if he
recognizes resolution 3212 (XXIX), in favour of which Turkey voted, and I should

like also to ask him what Turkey has done so far to implement this resolution,
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Mc. AKSIN (Turkey): Nothing that the distianquished representative of
Greece has said can cbscure the fact that Greece must bear the major responsibility
for bringing about the question of Cyprus. Greecs's ambitions in Cyprus ars well
documented, and it these ambitions which excouraged tle Greek Cypriots to enguge in
the actions against the Turkish Cypriots which ied directly to the present division
of Cyprus into two separate States. Unfortunately, we are unable to detect any
irdication of change in Greece's Cyprus policy which would encourage the Greek
Cypriocts to abandon their policy of implacable hostility against the Turkish
Cypriots.

Mrs. DAES (Greece): With refereace to the last remarks made by the
distinguished representative of Turkey, I woul@ like to state for the racord that
Turkey is responsible for all the violations of human rights which took place in
Cyprus, and whichk are taking place there now. Hundreds of resolutions of this
Organization, of the Council of Europs and other regionai and international
organizations remain unimplemented. We would once again ask the distinguished
representative of Turkey to respect and to implement the relevent resolutions which

provide for the human rights of 511 the paople in Cyprus to be respected.
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STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

Ihe PRESIDENT: We have just heard the last speaker in the general
dsbate, which began on 24 September and took 29 meetings. In the course of the
debats we wsre privileged to listen to 27 Hsads of State and 15 Prime Ministers.
The total number of speakers was 155. This impressive participationm, particularly
by Heads of State or Government, highlighte the importance the international
community is attaching to the General Assembly. This in itself also provides a
visible renewal of our commitment to the United Nations and the objectives that it
stands for based oz humanity's sspiration for peace in freedom.

The crisis ir the Gulf inevitably dominated the attention of all speakers.
Iwo common themes flowed from the unanimous conviction that the 1nva§ion ang
annexation of Kuwait constitute a flagrant violation of the United Nations Charter
&3 well as a most serious threat to international peace and security. On the one
hand, & firm damard ua; voiced by practically svery speaker for the rsstoration of
the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Kuwait in full conformity with the
relevant Security Council resolutioms. On the other, there was a widely expressed
view that offorts for a peaceful cutcome to the crisis should continue on a
collective basis within the framework provided by the Charter of the United
Natious.

In speaking about the situatiom in the Gulf, participants in the debate also
looked at the wider regiornal framework in which the crisis was unfolding. Here
again two common themes emerged. On the one hand, there was an absolute rejection
of any direct linkage between the invasion of Kuwait and other outstanding issues
in the Middle East. On the cther, it was clearly acknowledged that the firm
international resction to the invasion of Kuwvait was setting a mew high moral

standard of action. Thers was recognition that henceforth this new standard of
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action must be sean to be appliceble aiso to efforts towards the solution of the
other problems of the regicn, especially to bring about a just and permsnent
solution to the question of Palestine through the early convening of the
lorng-avaited peace conferencs.

The sober, calm and balancsd msnner in which cur dsbate on thia kighly
delicate and complex subject was conducted brings sharply into focus the unique
role of the General Assembly. Indeed, through our Assembly the voice of humanity
has been heard lcudly and clearly, and the message is one of sanity, of justice, of
fairness and of pesace.

It has been said that every nation has its pride, and this is perfactly trus,
It is equally important for us all to understand that there is no loas of face for
any State to abide by the Charter. There is no ioss of face ir devigsing the means
and tho structure within which the return of the State of Xuwait to its sovereignty
and_torritcrial integrity may be peacefully ssttled.

The crisis in the Gulf somevhat dlunted the Assenbly's attention to other
issues of mejor concern. In his reflections at the conclusion of last ysar's
general debate, my predecussor, Ambassador Garba, spoke of the hopeful relaxation
of tensions and manifestations of mutual raspect that had been welcomed and
acknowledged by all speakers.

If it had not besn for the invasion of Kuwait the international community
would, indeed, this ysar have had even more causz thar last year tc express
satisfaction and optimism. Bven so, most speakers found time to look back upon the
memontous events of the iast 12 months: the dramatic thrust of Easteran Suropé
towards liberty and democracy culminating in the unification of Germany as & cogent
symbol of & unified Burope; southern Africa's continuing march towards justice ana

freedom, reflsctad eszpecially in the achievement of Hamibian statehocd and the
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release of Nelson Mandela; the steady progress towards a just and lasting
gettlement: in Cambodia; the continuing democratization Process in most of Central
and Latin America; the definitive abandonment of super-Power confrontation in the
stormy waters of Malta, and the emergeonce of super-Powsr partnership.

Speakers have welcomed the membership of Lischtenstein in our Crganization and
looked forward to the days when agreement wiil be reéached for the people of Korea
alzo to take up their rightful representation among us.

Many havs reflected upon the prospacts which those positive devolopuanes.open
up for renewed efforts towards resolution of those desper and more fundamantal
problems which still confront the internaticnal community: the poverty curtain,
where diszease ana misary still holds sway over a significant proportion of mankind
and threatens to perpstuate an unbridgsable gap between the haves and have-uzots of
this world; the ever ircreasing burden of debt, especially among Lhe least
developsd countries; the scourge of drug trafficking; the dangers of a
deteriorating physical enavironment; the plague of terrorir.s the continusd flouting
of human rights; the plight of millions of refugees.

The impressive celebration in our midst of the World Summit for Childreun
brought home to us, in perhaps the moat immediate way possible, our grave
responsibility to striva relentlessly to tackle and solve these problems. It is
our duty to work to guarantee for our children and grandchildren that common
heritage of dignity, Peace snd prosperity to which they are entitled, Many
spsakers have stressed that oxne important step in this @irection should be taken in
the course of this session of the Genaral Assembly through the adoption of the new
internatioral dovuiopnent strategy for the Development Dscade that will span the

last 10 years of the tweantieth century.

. 4
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I wish to take this opportunity to thank delegations for the co~-cperation that
they have shown again this yoar in ensuring the successful conduct of the general
debate. Mot onily in gquastions of subatance but also inm matters of procedure, the
general debate provides o window for the world to view the working and

effectiveress of cur Organization,
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This year, much more than in previous years, the eyes of the world have been
looking through this window with effective interest and atteantion. I believe that
I am right in observing that both what we have said and the manner in which we have
said it have contributed to the future enhancement of the standing of our
Organization. This should be a cause for satisfaction for all, bacause in
enhancing the standing of the United Wations, we enhance the best means that we
have of guarantee¢ing a future of peace, friendship and co-operation among nztions.

In conclusion I wish to express my sincere thanks and appraciation to those
spsakers who are $o warm and gemerous in their remarks about me and about my
country, Malta. I pledge my full cormitment to ensurs the success of the
continuing work of the Assembly in the coaing weeks. Thisz session of the Gensral
Assenbly has been descrided as one of historic importance, and I heliaeve that it is
80, but it is equally true that the historic circumstances in which we are meeting
require prudence in our actions and coursge in our decisions.

Our Organisation is oxpsriencing a credibility test. WMillions around the
world are putting their trust in the United Wations. Many are investing high
expectations in our leadership. It is our responsibility, and in particular that
of the General Assembly, the most representative body of our Organisation, to find
remedies, to formulate solutions, to instil into the observance of the Charter
those guarantees which nations large and small are striving for so that peace and
freadom pravall.

We have now concluded agenda item 9.
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AGENDA ITEM 13

IMPLEMENTATION OF TEE DECLARATION ON THE GRANTING OF INDEPENDENCE TO COLONIAL
COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES: OBSERVANCE OF THE THIRTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE DECLARATION

Zbe PRESIDENT: Thirty yoars ago the General Assenmbly adopted the
Declaration on the Granting of Indspendence to Colonial Countries and Psoples. as
we celebrate this anniversary, it is imperative that we remina ourselves of those
many countries which have attained independence since then. It is squally
relevant, however, for us to reflect on the importance that the Declaration .
attaches to the right of the rsople to enjoy sovereignty in accordancs with “their
fraely exprossed will and desgire".

The 1960 Declaration contained in General Assembly resolution 1514 {XV) is in
itself a lardmark, for it has, throughout these years, contributed in no small
manner to fulfilling the peoples’ aspirations to the full enjoyment of fraedom and
the independence of their homelands. In many instancoes the path towards
independence has been Aifficult. Yet the thirst for freedom has enabled millions
to surmount all obstacles, thus enabling them to reap the benefits of
self-determination.

In 1945 the founding fathers of our Orgonisation had already established
principles under Chapter XI of the Charter of the Uanited latiéns relative to the
administration of Non-Self-Governing Territories. Teday, with only
18 Non-Self-Governing Territories, we may be tempted to say that the principles
embodied in the Charter and later enhanced by the 1960 Declaraticn are to a largo
extent respacted.

The process of docolonisation has seen the emergence of 80 new States. Vest
territories have attained independence, thus Joining the community of nations.
Many of us here have lived through and contributed towards this process and hence

cherish the memory of the day when cur countries became sovereign States,
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Seven hundred and fifty million people were living under colonial rule in
1945 - populations whose numbers have grown since then. In 1990 only about
2 million live in Non-Self-Governing Territories - a significant and remarkabie
feature of the international community's commitment to the Charter of the United
Hations.

This year we have witnessed a historic event in the decolonization process -
the peaceful transition that led to the independence of Namibia. The role played
by our Organization in assisting the people of Namibia to achieve the right to
govera themseives has strengtheasd the determination and the commitment of the
United Nations to uphold the pPrinciples of the Charter and to proclaim the right of
all peoples to self-determimation as embodied in the 1960 Dsclaration. They are
principles which are worth recalling, for their main thrust was the right of the
people freely to expressz their will and desire. They are Principles which are
thwarted each and every time the people are denied the democratic right to elect a
goverument which reflecis the will of the majority and ensures the rights of the
minority.

An important role in the decolonization process is that played by the Special
Committee. Established in 1961 to monitor the implementation of the
1960 Declaration on decolonization, the Special Committee over the years has
assiduously pursued its assigned task and considered the situation in no less than
45 Non-Self-Governing Territories. Wh11§ the work of the Special Committee
continues, many agree that, even though certain basic problems remain to be solved,
time has proved that, with political will ard mutual co-operation on the part of
all concernsd, questions concerning Non-Self-Governing Territories can be settled

peacefunlly.
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Two years ago the General Assembly declared the 1990s the International Decadse
for the Eradication of Colonialism. It is important for the intarmational
community to give special attentiom to the fate of peoples living in ths remaining
Nen-Self-Governing Territories that seek enjoymont of the rights inherent in the
principles of equal rights and self-dstermination.

However, as we look back with descrved pride at the achievements during the
past three decades it is imperative that we remind ourselves that the Declaration
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples was not drafted
and voted for in a vacuum. That Declaration was drafted and approved by an
international community which was becoming more and more aware of the impertance of
ensuring individual human rights and dignity.

In 1948 the same General Assembly over which I now have the honour to preside
spelled out a warnings

“disregard and contempt for human rights have resulted in barbarous acts which

have outraged the conscieace of mankind”. (resolution 217 (III). A, second

preambular paragraph)

Thus, in acknowledging the great strides achieved by the United Nations in the
decolonization process, let us today, on this the thirtieth anniversary of the
Dsclaratiocn on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,
rensw our efforts and commitments in resolving in harmony and co-operation the
colonial vestiges of the remaining Non-Self-Governing Territories - not
disregarding our responsibility, however, towards those people who rightfully feel
cheated when the full sovereignty of the State is not matched by full respect for
the obligations imposed by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights adopted by the

General Assembly of the United Nations 23 years ago.
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On this sclemn occasion I should like to anncunce that messages havé baen
received from the following Member States: Afghanistan, Chile, Colombia, Mongolia,
Migeria, Peru, the Philippines., Sudan, Vauuatu and Venezuela. The messages will be
circulated as a document of the General Assembly.

I now call on the Secretary-Gensral of the United Nations,
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Ihe SECRITARY-GEMERAL (interpretation from French): I welcome tho

opportunity to address the General Asgsembly on this sgecial occasion commemorating
the thirtieth anniversary of the Declaration on the Granting of Indapendence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples.

Nhen this Daclaration was adopted on 14 December 1960, it constituted a
landmark in the application of one of the dasic principles of our Organisation -
thet of equal rights and self-dsterminacion of peoples. It proclaimed the
necessity of bringing a speedy end to colonialism apd declared that the subjection
of peoples t¢ aliex rule was contrary to the principies of the Cherter aud an
impediment to the promotion of worid peace and socurity. BEqually important, by
identifying colonialism as a major obstacle to internatiecnal psace and security, it
committed the ofganization to play a central and active rclo in the process of
decolonisation.

' Thus, to cclonial peoples everywhere, tho adoption of the Declaration by this
Assembly convayed the promise of a new world order based on justice ond equal
rights for all peoples.

In the years that have elapced since tho Declaratiom was adopted, the world
has witnessed one of the most remarkcble developments of our time: 59 Trust and
Non-Self-Governing Territoriesz, embracing a total population of i40 million pecple
in all regions of the world, have besn smablad to exercise their right to
self-determination.

The overwhelming majority of the Territories are now playing their pert as
_independent sovereign Statss in the affairs of our world Organization. The
admission of the naw Stats of Namibia, after so mary years of bloodshed and
suffering, represents 2 fittiug climax to a year which marks the thirtieth

anniversary of the Declaratica.
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The internationsl cosiunity has SVery raasom to bo proud of ths impostsat role
that it has played in helping the peoples of former colonmiai Territoriss to win
their freedom. Zn thiz context, we Bust express our Geep appreciation to the '
Special Committee of 24, which has discharged with grest cradit its special
rosponsibilities Zor monitoring the implementation of ths Declaration. It has
succeadad in mobilising interaational support for the legitimate aspiratiocas of the
coionial pesoples.

. As a result of the process of dscolonisation, today the United Nstions iz a
far more representative, and stronger body than it vas three dscades &go. &s such,
it is better eguippad %o provide a collective approach to the urgsent tasks which
still confront the intersational comaunity.

Wbile we take pride im past achievemsnts, the United Nations continues to
uphold its commitment to the political, economic and social advancement of the
remsining 18 Non-Self-Governing Territories. Most of tham sre in the Pacific and
Caribbean regions and have unique problems on account ¢f their small size anad
population, geographical remotenass, isolation and 1imited natural resources. Ths
cbjectives set forth in the Daclaration continue to be as appliceble to them today
&s they were when that historic dscument was adopted. Their special circumstances
will require the continued co-operation and assistance of the United Nations in
helping them to overcome the challenges that face them amd in charting a future
that will meet the wishes and sspirations of their peoples.

The abiding concern that the United Nations has invested in colonial
territories is reflected alsc in the series of specific prograzmes ond xeasures it
bas adopted for the welfare and social sdvancesmant of their pecples. Since 1956,
the General Assembly has sach year invited Member States to offer
Fon-S8elf-Governing Territories training in technical and vocational fields and glso
to enable them to avail themselves of post-primary and university education. The
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Organisations of the United Hations system have provided zssistasce to dapendent
Territorics in conformity with resolutiong of this Assembly. 1Indead. their
association with these Territories Guring the docolonisetion r 3cess has baen of
izestimadle value.

This is an anniversary on which we should take ctock of our achievemsnts snéd
the challenges that remais in this importent fiold of human oendesvour. In drawing
internationsl sttenmtioz to this sanivergery, the Movement of Won-Aligned Countries
has stressed its i{mportance as a mement not only to look back, but to lock
forward. In our approsch to resolving the remaining colonial prodlems, ws must act
with d_spassicnate odbjectivity, guided solely ny.t'ho vishes and the well-heing of
the pecple directly concerned. It is in this spirit that wo must remew and
roaffirm our commitment to the principle of self-dstermination.

Ihs PRESIDENT: I call oz the Chairman of the Epocial Committes on the
Situatica with regard to the Impiemsntation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Indapendence to Colcnial Countries and Feoples.

He. ZADEESE (Bthiopia) (Chairman of the 8Special Committee on the
Situation with regsrd to the Implementaticn of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colcnial Countries and Pooples (Bpecial Committee of 24): It is
indeed & great honmour and privilege for me to participate in this specisl meoting
commemorating the thirtieth anniversary of tie Declaratice on the Granticg of
Indspendsnce to Colonial Countries and Pcoples.

This day symbolizes the solidarity of the States Members of this Organization
in thair determination to hasten the unconditional attainment of freadom and
indspendence by 211 Territories under colonial rule. It is a Goy for Membsr States
to rededicate themselvss tc the primciples ssbodisd iam the bBeciaration: primciples
which damand the liberation of colonial Territories from foreign domination;
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principles which dsrive from the purposes and tenets onshrined in the Charter of
the United Nations. It is a day for looking back at past achievoments, not in a
self-congratulatory manner but in order to lay firmer ground for future actiom with
respect to the remaining vestiges of colonialism.

It is self-evident that the Declaration has had a wide-ranging effect on many
aspects of international life and, particularly, on the evolution of this
Organization itself. The importance of the Uaitead Nations as the standard-bearer
in this realm of endeavour was strengtheaed by the assigament to it of a ceatral
role in the achievement of one of the fundamental purposes eaunciated in the
Charter, namely, to uphold the principle of equal rights and self-determination of
peoples all over the world. Moraover, the progressive implementaticn of the
Declaration has resuited in the Assembly's beconing a mora truly reprseatative
world forum. Adopted by the overwhelming majority of Member States, the
Daclaration was both an expression of the determination of the community of nations
to spee:. up the process of liberation of colonial Peoples and a signal of a new
hope for freedom and independence to the millions who were still living under the

colonial yoke.
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During the 30 years that have clapsed since resolution 1514 (XV) came into
effect there have been remarkable developments in the struggle of the colonial
peoples to zchieve self-determination and indepandence. In these three decades the
Declaration has provided the basis for and served as a catalyst in the liberation
of more than 50 depondeat Territoriss. The composition of the mambership of the
United Nations today is eloquent testimony to this cutstanding achiavement: over
one third of the 159 Members are former colonial Territories which have jcined the
community of nations as sovereign States since 1960.

In many instances the liberation movemsats had to pay tke ultimate price to
break the chains of subjugation and demiration. Many of those freodom fighters aid
not live to see the triumph of the cause for which they fought. On this szolemn
occasion I wish, on behalf of the Committes, to pay a special tribute to them, 211
of them, to the thousanda of known and unknown heroes who have sacrificed their
lives in the cause of freedom, justice and independonce. The valiant deeds and
actions of these heroic men and womea will, I am convinced, live on for
generations, long after the word “colonialism" has become an anachronism iz the
annals of international relations.

The liberation of Namibia - the most recent decolonization process, in which
the United Nations took the most active part ever because of its unique
responsibility for that former Territory - is still vivid in our memory. The
presence of the delegation of Namibia among us today as the representative of a
sovereign Member State of this Organiszation is a symbol as well as a source of
encouragemgnt for us to pursue our determined action until the laast remmants of
colonialism have been elimirated- from the face of the Earth.

Therefore, while the United Nations takes pride, ard rightly so, in its

contribution to the historie achievemont of the Namibian people, we belisve that
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this commomoration of the thirtieth anniversary of the Declaration should be an
opportunity to rensw our commitment to the causs of the 18 remaining Trust and
Non-Self-Governing Territories.

As members of this Assombly are awara, the large majority of these colonial
Territories are small islands scattersd in the Caribbean and Pacific regions with
relatively small populations and limited resources. Yat the basic provisions of
the Dsclaration remain equally applicable to them all. On behalf of the Special
Committee, I wish to reiterate the Committee's steadfast commitment and
Jdetermination to continue its search for the most effective ways and maans to
implement the provisions of the Declaration in accordance with the relevant
resolutions of the United Natioms.

Ian this respect, while our actioms continue to be guided by a full commitment
to the prirciplss contained in resolutién 1514 (XV), we have not lost sight of the
fact that realism in approach is necessary to chart an effective course of action
that wili enhance the objectives of decolonization in the cagse of these remaining
Territories. Thus we maintain that the zpproach we adopt regarding those
Territories should take due account of the specific needs and particular conditions
of the Territories concerned. In its annval review of the situation obtaining in
the Trust and Non-Self-CGoverning Territories, the Committee has endeavoured to
assess the full extert of such peculiarities in an attempt te determine the stage
reached by the Territoriess, in particular in the conduct of their respactive
affaire 2rnd iz the broader area of self-government. Hence it is our conviction
that any apprcach ¢o be taken in regard to any Territory must be based on an
in-depth appraciation of the realities obtaining in that Territory. 1Im this

regard, the obligation of the administering Powers to provide relevant information
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through regular reports and to facilitate visiting missions cannot be
overemphasized.

This solemn meeting of the General Assembly to commemorate the thirtieth
anniversary of the Declaration is in fact the final act of a ssries of activities
wkich, in accordance with Gensral Assembly resolution 44/100, wera carried out
earlier this year. Among these activities ware the two regional seminars which the
Committee held at Port Vila, Vanuatu, and at Bridgstown, Barbadcs, respectively.
The reports of these seminars will be before ths Assembly when it coasiders agenda
item 18.

One of the main purposes of these sominars was to ascertain at firsthand the
wishes of the representatives of the remaining Territories in respoct of the future
status of their respective countries. The Committee has carefully considered the
outcome of the seminars, in particular the views expressed on those occasions by
the representatives of the populations concernnd. Needless to say., those views,
together with the objectives set out in the Declaration, wili guide ﬁhe Cormittee
in the pursuit of its mandate.

Yet, however constructive and appropriate the results of these seminars may
be, their implemeatation would require the full co-operation of the udministering
Powers concerned. I wish to take this opportunity to express the appreciation of
the Special Committee to the administering Powers, in particular those that
actively facilitated the carrying out of the seminars, and appa2al te them all for a
renewed spirit of co-operation as we move closer to the ultimate goal set by the
General Assembly in its resolution 43/47: complete decolonizaticon by the year 2000,

The success achieved in the field of decolonization can be attributed maialy
to the protracted struggle waged by the inhabitants of the colonial Territories, as

well as to the support they have enjoyed from the international community, more
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particularly the United Nations, the Non--Aligned Movement, ragional organiszations
and non-governmental crganizations throughout the world. The role played by
suécassive Secretaries-General of the United Nations in erhancing the process has
been monumental. On this solemn occasion we should like to Pay a particular
tribute te the curreat Secretary-General, Mr. Javier Perex de Cuellar, for his
sustained commitment to the cause of decolonization and especially for the
Herculean task he successfully accomplished in the pProceas that led to the
independence of Namibia,

It is my earnesst hope that as the Assembly meets during the course of this
final decade of the twentieth century the Committee of 24 will be able to report
that no more Non-Self-Governing Territories remain on its list and that all such
Territories have exercised their right to self-determination. It is also my ardent
hope that the global partnership which has brought us this far on the road to
freedom and independence for all colonized paoples will ultimately enable us to
attain our lofty goal.

Ihe PRESIDENT: I now call on Mr. Ibrezhim Gambari, Chairman of the
Special Committee against Apartheid.

Mz. GAMBARI (Nigeria), Chairman of the Special Committee against
Apaxtheid: On behalf of the Special Committee against Apartheid, I should like to
thank the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of
the Declaration on thse Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples
for extending this invitation to mé and to the Special Committee against Apartheiq
to participate in the cslebration of the thirtieth anniversary of the adoption, on

14 December 1960, of General Assembly resolution 1514 (Xv).
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This anniversary is an important one. The year 1960 marked a watershed in the
liberaticn struggle which gethered momentum through the concerted efforts made by a
vast number of African colonies to secure their freedom and independence. The
adoption of resolution 1514 (XV) set the framework and direction for the political,
economic and sccial developmenta that dominated the agenda of interanational, and
even national, politics in the following thirty years. |

The afforts of the United Nations in facilitating decolonization cannot be
denied. The world body resolved that colonialism was an infringement of the
principle of self-determination, and called for immediate steps “o be taken in all
Territories rot yet independent to transfer power to the local people, without any
conditions or reservations. in accordance with thsir freely expressed will to be
free and independant.

It was not by accident that only a few ysara later, the Ganeral Assembly went
a step further, takiang intc account the detarie;ating situation in southern Africa,
marked by South Africa’s persistent illegal occupation of Namibia, its defiance of
United Nations resolutions, its brutal repression of the South African and Kamibian
people, and its actes of aggression and destabiliszation against neighbouring
independent African States. The General Assembly declarsd that racism and
apartheid were incempatible witkh the Charter of the Unites Nations and indeed were
a crime against humanity.

Siance then, the Committee of 24 and the Special Committee against Apartheid
have developed a co-operative relationship aimed at the elimination of the last
vestiges of colonialism, apartheid and racism. While, over the ysars, the
Committee on Decolonization has bsen extremely successful in accomplishing its
important task, the Special Committee against Apartheid now atands at the beginning

of a process that will ultimately end with the complete eradicatioz of apartheid.
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As positive developments in the international arema createad a climate
favourable for resolving existing conflicts by peaceful means, South Africa finally
recognised that it was futile - and politically and economically too costly - to
continue to resist and tepress the indomitable will and tha fighting spirit of the
psople of Namibia. Today, Namibia is a young and comsitted member of the fanily of
nations here in this world body. The independence of Namibia is a £illip to the
efforts of the Committes of 24, the United Nations Council for Kamibia, the Pourth
Committos and the international community as a whole, representsd in this important
Assembly.

The thaw in internatinal relations has had and, I believe, will continue to
have, a positive impact on our work. The Special Committee, in particular, ie
gratified to see its eoZforts in building consensus ox South Africa withi- the
United Nations crowned with the adoption, last December, of the Declaration on
Apartbeid and its Destructive Consequences in Southern Africa. The adoption again
by consenasus only a moath ago, of a resolution on the progress made so far in South
Africa, is yet another milestona in the international comrmunity's efforts to
eradicate apartheid.

While the consensus among Member States was the resuit of a2 complex changs in
attitudes and perceptions, nobody can dony the role of the concerted pressure
brought tc beaar on the apartheid régime by the international community at large.
The positive steps taken by President Ds Klork sines laat February have been
welcomed. Howaver, they fall short of the Gemands of the internatiomal community,
Not all political prisoners and detainces have been released; the atate of
emergency was only partially lifted and the Interaal Security Act has not yet been
repealed. Violence is still a cause for continusd fear that the process towards

negotiations could be derailed or delayed.
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Against this background, this meeting provides another occasion for the
rededication of ocurselves to the principles and objectives of r1:7ﬂution 151¢ (xv).
as well as of the Declaration on Apartheid. The international community should
continus to bring pressure to bear on apartheid South Africa until it fully
complies with our well-known demands and pre-conditions. The Spacial Committee
has, on various occasions, expressed strong coancern about the efforts being made to
relax existing sanctions and restrictive maasures, and considers these to be
entirely premature. According to the Declaration on Apartheid, there has to be
clear svidence of profound and irreversible change in South Africa before the
existing saactions and reatrictive measures can be relaxed.

We know that the Special Committee on Decolonization will stand at our side in
our common endeavour to further the cause of the South African people, in
particular, as this relates also to their right to self-determination. By virtue
of that right, and we hope thiz will occur in the not too distant future, they will
be able to determine their political future frealy and to pursue their economic,
social and cultural develcpment unimpeded, as called for in the Dsclaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples.

Uztil there is a free, non-racial and democratic society established in South
Africa, the pecple in that hapless country need our continued solidarity and
unswerving support. Let us be unrelenting in sending a strong signal to the people
of South Africa, as well as to the Pecple of Africa as a whole, that we will net
abandon their just and legitimate struggle. %ith courage and optimism, the day
will come when we can all celebrate the total eradication of apartheid. I feel
sure that this will happen in the not too distant future.

Zhe PRESIDENT: I call on Mr. Tom Obaleh Kargbo of Sisrra Leone, who will

speek on bohalf of the Group of African States.
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Mc. KARGBO (Sierra Lecna): Nr. President, allow me, on behalf of the
African Group, to express our Pleasure at seeing you contimue to preside with
incomparable skill ard finesse over this forty-fifth session of the General
Assembly. Our appreciation eéqually goes to your predecessor, Major Genaral
Joseph Garba of Nigeria for his deft handling of the forty-fourth session.

Thirty years ago, the Organisation adopted in its resolution 151¢ (XV) a body
of principles, now unguestionably recognized as & charter of freedom for the
ivhabitants of the Trust and Non-Self-Governing Territories. The effect of that
Declaration continucs to echo dowa the years as itz assortion by subject peoples
assumes an urgency of application which is undeniable.

Whether the successful exercise of those rights has been peaceful or bloedy,
it cannot be disputed that the Declaration changed for ever the relationship of
dependonce and subservience batween countrics vhich dominated interanstional
intercourse until the first half of this century. The major part of this Aslo-biy
of nations present here todey is testimony to the enduring validity of this thirty-

year-o0ld prescription.
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What has transpired over the years since the adoption of the Declaration is an
affirmation of the irreversibility of the liberation process. We have come to
witness, through the emergence of new States. the progressive attainment of the
primary objective of the Organization, and that is its universality. The
experience has been a unique one - rich with the variety of cultures and systems
that only a world organization can lay claim to.

Unfortunately, the road has not been an easy one: it is strewn with the souls
of fallea martyrs like Mahatma Gandhi and Amilcar Cabral ané others whose
resistance to colonial domination continues to spark the aspirations of freedom
lovers all over the world. Their contribution to the emancipation of peoples is a
living story of dedication to the finest values in man, etched with patience and
unegualied courage. No greater tribute can be paid to their memory than to commit
ourselves to bringing about the full application of the provisions of General
Assembly resolution 43/47 of 1988.

Much has happened since 1988, when the Goneral Assembly declared the period
from 1990 to the year 2000 as the International Decade for the Eradication of
Colonialism. Not the least of those happenings has been the spirit of
accommodation and understanding which has evolved and continues to pervade
international relations. It has arisen from the well-spring of human rationality
which finally has been emboldened to accept, a priori, the futility of tension and
conflict,

As we approach the end of this century, there is an overwhelming sense of
purpose and responsibility which we must now display to those who still carry with
‘them the weight of the colonial experience. We must realize once and for all that
the world cannot be at peace if we continue to deny others the opportunity to
exercise those rights which we ourseilves consider inseparable from our heritcage.

The choice has never been clearer: to ensure that this thirtieth anniversary is
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the last that we shall commemorate, so that we shall stand at the dawn of the
twenty-first ceatury, not as our predecessors d;d on that December day in 1960 to
proclaim those inalienable principles, but to usher in & world free from
colonialism.

Ihe PRESIDENT: I now call on Mr. Dia-Allah El-Fattal of the Syrian Arab
Republic, who will spesk on behalf of the Group of Asian States.

Mr. EL-FATTAL (Syrian Arab Republic) (interpretation from Arabic): I am
privileged to speak as Chairman of the Asian Group for this month before this
Assembly on the thirtieth anniversary of the signing of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. This anniversary takes
Place at the beginning of a United Nations Decade, in implementation of General
Assembly resolution 43/47 dated 22 November 1988, which we hope will conclusively
and promptly eradicate colonialiam,

We would like to seize this international occasion to éxpress the solidarity
and resolve of the Asian Group to accelerate the unconditional attainment of
freedom and national independence by all countries, all non-self-governing
territories and those which are under foreign rule. On the occasion of this
anniversary, we reiterate our rasolve to implement the pPrinciples of this
Declaration which call for the liberation of colonial territories from the yoke of
foreign domination.

A look at the membership of the Unitead Nations will confirm clearly that the
struggle against colonialism, as embodisd in the Declaration, has had a great
effect on the relations between States which are row base¢ on co-equality and
mutual respect as envisioned by the Charter.

The Asian Group's share in this struggle has been great. Several Asian
countries have been liberated from foreign rule and ars participating actively now

in the building of a better world of justice and freedom.
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The world's peoples look up to this international Organization as the highest
forum of international co-operation and their best hope in granting freedom to
those peoples that still live under foreign domination. We can measure the level
of successful implementation of the Declaration by noting that the Declaration,
since 1962, has made it possible for 46 non-self-governing territories to exercise
the right of self-detsrmination. There remain oaly 18 cn the list of
non-self-governing territories now. The increasing number of Member States of the
United Nations is the best evidence that domination, exploitation and oppression
cannot halt the inevitable historic tide of liberation struggle, that colonial
domination is doomed to failure and “hat it is impossible to suppress the
aspirations of colonial peoples to freedom and independence. The future of any
colonial territory camnot be determinad without taking inte account the genuine
wishes of the inhabitants of that territory, which they must freely oxpress. The
will of those valiant pecples and their continued struggle are the factors which
will eventually enable them to free themselves from the stubborn shackles of the
colonial system. Free Namibia is the besé example.’

Despite all the positive developments that we have witnessed on the
international scene, it is sad indeed that there are still millions of people in
several territories and countries who do not enjoy self-rule and are still
subjected to exploitation in their motherlands. Mora than 6 million Palestinians,
in their Asiatic Arzb country, are still deprived of self-determination in their
own land. More than 28 million Africans in South Africa are still subjected to the.
most heinous forms of persecution and discrimination in their own land and are
deprived of citizenship and are living under apartheid.

We are confident that the Committee will continue to discharge its task until
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the final disappearance of the last vestiges of colonialism. Towards that end, the
internztional community is required, to implement General Assembly resolution 47/43
dated 22 November 1988 on the International Decade for the Eradication of
Colonialism by adopting specific specific measures to rid the world of every shape
and form of colonialism.

Ihe PRESIDENT: I now call on Mr. Stanislaw Pawlak of Poland, who will

speak on behalf of the Group of Eastern European States.
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Mr. RANLAK (Poland): I am desply honoursd to have the opportunity, as
curreat Chairman of the Group of Eastern EBurcpean States. to address the A3ssnbly
at this mssting davoted to the observance of the thirtieth anniversary of the
Declaration on the Granting of Indepondence to Colonial Couniries and Pecplaes.

The Declaration is undoubtedly ore of the most fundamsntal and landmark
docusents adopted by ths Organizatiom. It not only testifies to the noble goals
that inspire the activities of the United Mations as 8 whole, but also indicates
the way these goals may be - ané should be - achisved through the é&sterminsd
co-operation of the community of nations.

Heedless to say, the world wo live in today is much better tham at the time
the Declaration was adopted. The increasingly rapid pace of change has made the
world almost free from colonial domination znd subjugation. It was only in March
this year that we witnsssed in Kamibia the victory of its pecple in the struggle
for its right to self-determination and the triumph of the principles of tho United
NMations Charter over the scourge of colonialism. Today we see o free and
izdepondent Hamibia taking its rightful place in the Organiaation.

Tkere i3 no doubt that this irreversible process has been fostered also by the
fundanental changes in Eastern Europe. It has been shaped, moreover, by the end of
the coid waro' which gavs way to comstructive Zast-Wast dialogue, and to the
determined will of the Statez Msmbers of the United Nations to give our
Organisatior real meaning.

We may say with growiag satisfaction today that more and more often the United
Hations is taking consolidated, unanimous positions on issues of principle. An
example of this is found in the question of apartheid, which was so closely
related, before Namibiz obtained its independence, to the problam of

dacolonization. The adoption by consensus, almost a year ago, of the historic
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Declaration on Apartheid and its Destructive Consequences in Southern Africa gives
us hope that apartheid will soon be ersdicated trom the face of the @arth.

Our present-day world is almost free from the yoke of colonialism, but the
word "almost® makes a differemce. The remaining Non-Self-Governing Territories
still require the continuous dedication, commitment anad ongoing efforts of the
international community. In particular, the administering Powsrs should act in the
best interaests of tLae people of those Territories, to bring about suitabile changes
in accordance with the realities and demands of the present-day world, thus
enabling them to exercise their inalienable right to self-determination.

Zhe PRESIDENT: I now call on the representative of Bolivia, who will
speak on behalf of the Latin American and Caribbean Group.

Mr. NAVZIAS MOGRO (Bolivia) (interpretation from Spanish): It is a great
honour for me to take part in this commemorative meeting, which is such a
significant event, and to speak on behalf of the Latin American and Caribbean
Group. In political, cultural and geographical terms, our Group itself represents
-the process of the last 30 years which we are now honouring. PFrom being some
20 States which had already come of age as sovereign States, we have witnessed the
birth and growth at our side of a new generation of free nstions which enrich our
political region, and justify those who with heroism amd devotion to freedom have
given us a place of honour in the geopolitical order of the world.

Moreover, the new nations have encouraged us, by uniting for the noble cause
of ushering ian an era of peace, freedom and prosperity, an era from which racial
prejudice and unjust exploitation will have been banished for ever. Thia has been
the ideal for which we have fought and which will continue to be ouy objective.

Today, the thirtieth anniversary of the Declaration on the G . .ing of

Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, is a day of rejoicing for the
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United Naticns. This date marks a most remarkable fact. It is the commemoration
of a starting-point in time and in history, and the periodic verification of
compliance with one of the basic objectives of the United Nationss the universal
realization of the right to freedom of peoples still subjected to colonialism and
their inalienable right to a life of @ignity, free from fear,

Year after year, Assembly after Ascembly, we have ratified and restated our
determination to free 211 the peoples of the world who zre still suflering from
dependence and foreign exploitation, with their aberrant consequonces of racizl
discrimination, religious intolerance and limited if any access to education,
health and socia. development, vhich are unacceptabis barriers in the age in which
we live. We know that 21l those ills derive from the delibarate coantinuation of
colonial systems of exploitation of peoples through practices which run counter to
the right of every human being to live in freedom and in full enjoyment of the
wealth which nature has bestowsd on the land of his birth, and in erxjoyment of his
»ight to work the mineral and other wealth of his territory.

Despite the 30 years which have elapsed and the periods of discoursgemsnt and
uncertainty which have occesiorally impeded our efforts, the work of the United
Nations for human dignity and the full enjoyment of basic values héa not ceased.
We have moved forward with our eye fixed on the broad horizor of our task, without
any geographical limits, with a feeling of universal comanuxiity. and within the
reasonable goals and aims that are in conformity with raspect for the traditions
and lifestyles that constitute the spiritual identity of each paople, the very
essence of its nationality.

The task of liberation has been carried on by great freedom fighters who,

interpreting the desire of the peoc;l2s, have succeeded in leading them to victory
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ond have enrichad the group of nations that now constitutes the community of
naticns represented here. It has not always been possible to reintegrate
dismembered nations in their original form or to restore them within their original
cultural bouadaries, but the future of those nations will depend on the wisdom and
sagacity of their own leaders and on the natural inclination of the people, who
will seek logical forms of coexistence basad not only on the purposes of
davelopment but also on spiritual affinities and cultural identity.

Our job is not over. There are still some occupied territories. There are
still aberraat practices, such as apartheld. There are still aaneless
nationalities and subjugated peoples. Some are fighting hard for their freedon.
Others have already achisved it, among them heroic Namibia, whose flag already
flies in space 1iks a tribute to freedom. We share the Joy of this day, which is
dsdiczted to commemorating the historic decision to struggle for the freedom of
peoples suffericg from economic and cultural dependence. On this solemn day of
commemoration we wish to renew our promise to continue to fight every form of
colonialism, whether it bs that which manifests itsels opexzly, without any attempt

at a cover-up, or the kind which is camouflaged in anachronistic pateraalism,
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The PRESIDENT: I call on Mr. Yves Fortier of Canada, who will speak on
behalf of the Group of Western European and other States.

Mr. FORTIER (Canada): It is an honour for me, as Chairman of the Group
of Western European and other States for the month of October, to speak at this
special meeting commemorating the thirtieth anniversary of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples.

When the United Nations was founded in 1245, the principles of equal rights .
and self-determination of peoples were at the forefront of the minds of its
creators. Indeed, these principles are enshrined among the purposes of the United
Nations in the very first article of the Charter, while the responsibilities and
obligations conceraning Non-Self-Governing and Trust Territories are detailed in
Chapters XI and XII of the Charter.

In the years between 1945 and 1960, when the General Assembly adopted
resolutions 1514 (XV) and 1541 (XV), the membership of the United Nations grew from
51 to 99 Member States. Many of these new Members had obtained their independence
from the Administering Power during those 15 intervening years and then sought full
membership in the United Nations. But in 1960 there remained many other
territories whose peoples had not yet attained a full measure of self-government.

Today, 30 years later, the membership of the United Natioﬂs stand;-at 159,
with almost all of these new Members having obtained their independence through the
exercise of their right to self-determination. The Group of Western European and
other States welcomes the progress that has been achieved in this regard. The
Group also notes that in some cases former Non-Self-Goveraing Tetritories'have

chosen cther options, including free association with an independent State.
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In particular, the Group of Western European and other States notes with great
satisfaction the successful conclusion of the transition to independence of Namibia
and the essential role played by the United Nations and the Secretary-General., The
presence today in this General Assembly of Namibia as a full Member of the United
Nations is testimony to the determination of the Members of our Organization to
promote the ideals embodied in the Charter and to seek the implementation of the
principles of equal rights and self-determination among all peoples.

The PRESIDENT: I declare this special commemoration in observance of the
thirtieth anniversary of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples concluded.

AGENDA ITEM 154 (continued)
ELECTORAL ASSISTANCE TO HAITI (A/745/L.2)

The PRESIDENT: A draft resolution has been issued as document A/45/L.2.
I should like to remind representatives that it was introduced at the 26th plenary
meeting. The following States have become sponsors of draft resolution A/45/L.2:
Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Grenada, Guatemala,
Nicaragua, Saint Kitts and Nevis, and Suriname.

Mr. ALARCON DE QUESADA (Cuba) (interpretation from Spanish): Haiti is a
close neighbour of my country. In fact it is, strictly speaking, our closest
neighbour. From our eastern shore it is quite easy to discern Haitian territory.
Hundreds of thousands of Haitians live in my country, and they have the same rights
as the rest of the Cubaa population. They came to Cuba from our neighbouring
country. |

Throughout history ou? bréﬁher country has had to contend with factors alluded
to in the Secretary-General's report: some of its people have been forced by

economic and social considerations to emigrate tc other countries.
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It is not just gecgraphical proximity that unites us with the Haitian people.
We are united by bonds that have existed throughout our history. As a result, our
peoples' cultures and traditions have much in common.

Therefore from the vary outset my delegation worked actively with the other
members of the Group of Latin American and Caribbean States as they were engaged in
a joint effort adequately to meet the requast of the Government of Haiti and
Haitian institutioms, including political parties, for the material, technical,
"econéhic and financial help Haiti needs for the electoral process it has decided
on, and also to tackle many problems related to its economic and s=ocial
development.

In that context we join the other countries of our region in supporting the
request that the international community provide economic, financial and technical
assistance to meet Haiti's needs.

At the same time, together with our colleagues in the Group of Latin American
and Caribbean States, we have taken the very firm position that we canmnot accept
any attempt to interpret or manipulate, in any way that could affect international
peace and security, the Haitian electoral Process for which the Government of Haiti
has requested United Nations assistance.

In this regard I believe it is appropriate to refer to Article 2 (7) of the
Charter, which retains its full force and, as we all know, clearliy states that

“Nothing contained in the present Charter shall authorize the United

Nations to intervene in matters which are essentially within the domestic

jurisdiction of any State.”

My delegation, like the other fraternal delegations of the region, therefors
opposes any intentica to use or seek to use this question of assistance to Haiti in

any way that would imply, on the cne hand, a clear breach of the Charter - since
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elections in a country can never be regarded as affecting international peace and

security - or, on the other, encouragement of interference in the domeatic affairs

of the State of Haiti.
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In this connecticn, we must say that it has been recessary to foil several
nanoguvres over the past few mcaths, and that, among othor thingas, is tho reason
why the General Assembly hes bean unsble go far to approve the request made by that
Menmber State. Evan today, when we have mat to sdopt draft resolution A/45/L.2, the
Assenbly does not have an cperational plan vhich would explain te us exactly the
nature. content and sccpe of the mission to be carried out there by the United
Nations.

In this context, it is worth recalling some remarks made by the
Secretary-General in his report on the work of the Organization, which he receatiy
submitted to us. Speaking of situations in which the Organiszation might possibly
involve itself, he said:

“eos should they involve the monitoring of an election or referendum, they

should cover the entire electoral process in order to secure conditions of

fairness and impartiality. Where the introduction of & United Nations
presence in the electoral process of a State at a critical point in its
political 1ife is sought by the Govarnment concerned and opproved by the
compstent organ of the United XMations, it is necessary that there be broad
public support in the State for the United Nations assuming guck a role."

(A/4571, p.12)

We understand thia to mean that in the case in point this criterion shouid be
reflected in the acceptance by all the relevant institutionz inm Haitl, including
its political parties, of the miszion our Organisation is to carry out thers.

The Asserbly is considering this subject just a few minutes after
commemorating the thirtieth anniversary of the edoption of the Declaration in
reésolution 1514 (XV). This is an occasion on which we rocall the moment when tho

Organisation proclaimed the right of all peopies to zslf-dstermination and
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independence, and vhen the United Nations committed itself to carrying forward tha
Process of decolonisation world-wide.

Ne are also conridsring this item almost on the sve of the two hundredtih
anniversary of the moment when the Haitian slaves on Bois-Caiman woere the first to
call for independsnce in Latin America and the Carribean. On that msmorable
cccasion, those slavas, who had besn dragged from Africa to the Carribeas, not only
broke their chains but alsc started out on the road to indepondence and liberation
for the whole Latin American continent and the Carribean.

Now, when the Assembly is possibly about to adopt a decision about elactoral
assistance to Haiti, my Govornment wizhes to give its support for suitable
international action to help Haiti cope with its problems and assist it in its
efforte at economic reconstruction and with whatever technical aspects Haiti desms
ugeful in the proper organization of its electoral process. However, at the same
time, we want to make it quite clear that we entirely reject any attempt to use
this United Wations resolution or activity as a pretext for interfering in the
internal affairs of Haiti, a fraternal country.

The people which 200 years agd wag the first to rises up against colonial
oppression and racism and for independence in America will surely be capable of
repelling any attempt whatsoaver by anyone who might seek at this stage to violate
the sacred principle of non-interference and the sovereignty and independence of
countries,

Ihe PRESIDENT: We have heard the last speaker on this itsm.

I shall now call on those representatives who wish to explaia their votes
before the voting. May I remind delegations that, in accordance with General
Assembly decision 34/401, such explanations are limited to 10, minutes and should be

made by delegations from their sests.
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Mra., PELLICER (Mexico) (interpratation from Spanish): The delegation of
Mexico will vote in favour of the draft resolution now before us, convinced as we
are that efforts must be made to establish better conditions for the economic and
gsocial development of Haiti. We havs a large debt of intermnational solidarity with
Haiti. Little has been done by the international community to help Haiti overcome
the difficult problems of extreme poverty and instability which have weighed it
down in recent decades.

The United Nations involvement in Haiti is indicative of the greater attention
the Organization is paying to the least developed countries. The improvement of
living conditions in those countries should have pride of place in the United
Nations prcgramme for the 1990s.

We hope that solidarity with Haiti will go beyond the electoral process and
will be reflected in a clear commitment on overcoming its economic difficulties.

However, we wish to set forth our views on how this draft resolution came to
be submitted and on its implications for future United Nationa activities.

My delegation finds that unlike other cases, in which the sending of a United
Nations observer mission was preceded by an extensive process of consultations with
all parties concerned and an account was given of this in good time to Mémbet
States, on this occasion there was limited consultation. We have not received a
report from the Secretary-General to give us any idea of the conditions in which
the mission would be working. Also, the draft resolution envisages seading two
types of observer. In one case, thers is no doubt about what kind of work is going
to be done, but in the case of the observers with solid experience ir ths public
order fisld, there is some uncertainty about what functions would be assigned to
thsm and how far these functions would be distinct from those of the peace-keeping

forces.
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We await further information from the Secretary-General on this matter. The
Mexican delegation understands that sending this missicn will not get 2 precedent
in respect of the domestic Jurisdiction of Statas. My delegation wishos to restate
its unchskeable conviction that electoral processes lie within the domain in which
domestic legislatior in each State is sovereign. The Unitea Fations mission is
bsing sent in this case only bescause it was requested by the Sovernment of Haiti.

We are also concerned that in document A/45/13, submitted to the Fifth
Committee, the electoral process in Haiti is imbued with an international
dimenzion, and it is stated that the holding of elections with an international
presence could be helpful in restraining the massive emigratioa of Eaitian

nationsls.
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We believe that the cause of the massive outflow of migrants ghould be sought
in the state of cxtreme poverty afflicting the Haitian people and the soluticn of
the problem of that migration Qhould coneist of rasolute efferts for internaticnal
economic co-opsration which will help revitalize dsvelopment in Haiti. To avoid
confronting its severe ecomomic plight and to relegate the problem to electoral
matters would, it seems to us, be rathsr inappropriate and politically unwise.

Finally, we wish to reiterate that, as has been repeatedly emphzsized in the
informal consultsations leading to the prezentation of this draft resolution and its
actual submisaion, the electoral precess in Esiti is not a situation which poses a
threat to international peace and security. Consequently, the resclution does not
presuppose any Security Couacil involyon.nt in the matter. The report by the
Secretary-General reforred to in operative paragrasph 3 applies to the General
Assembly, and there i3 no reason why it sghould be brought before the Security
Council.

Ihe PRESIDENT: We have hoard the last speaker in explanation of vote
before the vote.

The Asszembly will now take a decision on draft resolution A/45/L.2. The
report of the PFifth Committee on the programme budget implications of the draft
reaclution ia’contained in document A/45/806, which was circulated in the Assembly
Holl. May I take it that the Assembly decides to adopt draft resclutiom A/45/L.27

pted (resclution 45/2).

Zhe PRESIDENT: Before calling on the first speaker in explanatior of
vote, I would remind delegations that, in accordance with Gensral Assenbly
decision 34/401, ezplanations of vote are limited to 10 minutes and sheuld e made
by delegations from their seats.

I shall now call on those rapressutatives who wish to explain their positiona
on the resolution just adopted.

/
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Hr. WATSON (United States of America): The Government of Haiti has
appealed to the United Nations for assistance to help it conduct free and fair
elections. This appeal clearly merits a positive and rapid response from our
Organization, in addition to others, including the Organisation of American States,
which have already so responded.

The situation in Haiti commards our attention for a numher of reasons. The
Goverament of Haiti has requestead assistance, including security personnel, for its
laudable effort to conduct elections. The prelonged period of instability in Haiti
has swamped neighbouring countries with Baitian refugees. More thaa 1 million
Haitians reportedly are currently in the Dominican Republic, and as many as one
third of the population of the Bahamas may be Haitian refugees. Many countries in
the region have characterized the situation in Haiti az a threat to regional peace
and stability.

Therefore the Uanited States strongly supports a prompt and affirmative
response by this Organisation to the request made by the Government of Haiti for
electoral assistance. We believe that such aid should include technical and
#ecurity asazistance, as wsll as internationcl observers, and should be co-ordinated
with the assistance programmes of regional organizations. We agree with the
Secretary-General's view, as indicated in the statement of programme budget
implications, that the cost of guch an assistance programme constitutesz an
extraordinary expense.

The United States notes that this matter has been considered by the members of
the Security Council in ragponse to letters from the Secretary-General and is the
subject of a written reply from the President of the Security Council to the
Secretary-General. Indeed it was this development which facilitated the

consideration of this matter by the forty-fifth session of the General Assembly.
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In these circumstances the United States was in a position toc support the
draft resolution introduced by the representative of Bolivia on behalf of many
members of the Latin Amarican and Caribbean Group. We do not belisve that General
Assembly authorization alone is sufficient for dispatch of the security component,
vhich falls within the purview of the Security Council,

My delegation urges the Secretary-General to implement this resolution as
quickly as possible in order to facilitate free and fair elections in Haiti only a
few weeks from now.

E (France) (intarptetation from French): The

French delegation welcomes the affirmative reply‘given by the United Mations tc the
request for assistance made to it by the Haitian authorities. The process that has
been initiated by the Government of Raiti for holding in the near future free and
democratic e. :ctions in that country provides the Haitian people with an
opporturity to recover institutional stability and also a climate of civil peace
and freedom, which are necessary prerequisites for economic and social developmen™
in their country.

The support the international community has offered through the United Nations
now makes it possible for us to hope that this process will be successfully
conducted in satisfactorily equitable conditions, in accordance with the wishes of
the Haitian authorities.

France, which has very close ties of friendship and co-operation with Haiti,
has given constant and firm support to its request to the United Nations and today
it is prepared to contribute in the process that has thus been initiated in
particular within the framework of the operations to provide assistance we have
just approved in prineciple.

Ihe PRESIDENT: We have heard the last speaker ir explanation of position.

I now call on the representative of Haiti.
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Mr. AUGUSTE (Haiti) (interpretation from French): The last tims I spoke
I said that I hoped I should not have to speak further unless it be to thank the
Assembly. That is precisely the reason why I am here now.

I must pay a very particular tribute to the Ambassador of Cuba, who has a wide
knowledge of the history of my country and who has reminded us that there will
shortly occur the 200th anniversary of the Bois Caiman revolt, which took place
in 1791. His aquaintance with Haitian histcory prompts me to request from him a
further mark of solidarity in the future, as we celebrate in 1991 the 200tk
anniversary of that Bois Caiman ravolt, which was the origin of the black people's

first breakthrough in history.
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The difficult circumstances in which my country is now living have been
commented on in varicus ways by many speakers. There is of course a crisis. That
is why, while safeguarding our national sovereignty ~ as we have done throughout
our history - and while making it clear that our actions in no way impinge upon or
alter the jurisdiction and sovereignty of the country, the Provisional Goverxnment
felt that, in these specific circumstances, it was necessary to surround the
electicns with all possible safequards.

In full exercise of its sovereignty, the Covernment could have called upon one
of its partners or a particular State. It 4id net feel it should do so because we
have this international organization which is made up of all States and offers the
sounéest possible guarantee that countries will ba protected from all types of
intervention. That was the purpose cf our request to the United Nations. I de not
want to expatiate on the varicus stoges of the process. I have alreacdy stated that
it dragged out over a long period but this afternocen we firally arrived at what I
would call the end of the long, four-month tunnel., Let us hope that, with the
assistance of the United Nations, the entire country will at last emerge from this
long tunnel - this process of democratic transition which has already lasted more
than four and a half years.

I hope that in other circumstances the solidarity we have felt so tangibly
here will continue to produce results that will benefit my country and the prestige
of the entire international community.

PROGRAMME OF WORK
Ihe PRESIDENT: We have concluded our consideration of agenda item 154.

I should like to inform members that tgenda item 32, "The situation in

Cambodia", will be considered in plenary meeting on Monday, 15 October, in the

morning.

Ihe meeting rose at 5,45 p.m,





