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Ihe meeting was called to order at 10.20 a.m.
AGENDA ITEM 9 (gontinued)

GENERAL DEBATE

Mr. GYAW (Myanmar): Sir, allow me to begin by offering you the warmest
felicitations of the delegation of the Union of Myanmar on your assumption of the
presidency of the General Assembly at the forty-fifth session. Your unanimous
election to this high office is an expression of the confidence of the entire
membership in the outstanding qualities of leadership you have amply demonstrated
during your long and distinguished career. It is also a tribute to the active and
constructive role playad by Malta in international relations.

I wish also to express the deep appreciation of my delegation to Mr. Garba of
Nigeria for his invailuable contribution to the success of the forty-fourth session
and of the three special sessions of the Assembly held during his tenure.

May I also take this opportunity to pay a well-deserved tribute to our
Secretary-General, Mr. Perez de Cuellar, for his total commitment to the purposes
and principles of the Charter and for his tireless efforts to promote international
peace and jrstice &3 wsell as understanding and co-operation among nations. The
world is indeed fortunate to have him at the helm of the Organization at this
crucial juncture in the history of mankind.

My delegaticrn takes great pleasure in warmly welcoming to our midst the
Principality of Liechtenstein. We have already had occazion to extead a similar
welcome to Namibia earlier in the year. As the delegations of Namibia and
Liechtenstein take their rightful places in this Assembly, the United Nations has
come a step nearer to its uitimate goal of universality of membership.

Myanmar has comsisteatly held the view that no State that is able and willing
to fulfil the obligations of membership of the United Nations should be denied

admission to our Organization., Therefore we support the expressed desire of the
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Republic of Korea to join our ranks - this without prejudice to the goal of
eventual Korean reunification. In this regard, we welcome the initiation of
high-level intra-Korean dialogue and earnestly hope that it will lead to an early
agreement on the reunification of the long-divided Korean nation.

On 3 October last the German nation became one again. As an ardent supporter
of the cause of peaceful reunification of divided nations, Myanmar warmly welcomes
that momentous event. We are confident that the united Germany, with its renowed
spirit and vast resources, will increasingly become a major force for peace,
stability and prosperity not only in Europe but in the world at large.

In the same spirit we are pleased to welcome the peaceful merger of the two
Yemeni States.

The forty-fifth session of the General Assembly is meeting =zt a time of
historic and profound changes world wide. The past 12 months have witnessed an
acceleration of the qualitative change in the relationship between the two
super-Powers and between the two major military alliances. Ideclcgical barriers
which had once generated a deep-geated adversary psychosis and which had long
bedevilled relations among States have virtually disappeared. These have given way
to new attitudes and perceptions, resulting in a new pattern of relationship that
has moved beyond the stage of a mere relaxation of temsion to a stage of active
co-operation and partnership.

All these transformations have brought the world to the threshold of a new
era. Never since the end of the Second World War has there been 2 more favourable
political climate or a better opportunity for the nations of the world to fashion a
new international order based on the timeless principles emshrimed in the Charter.

The immediate impact of this changing situation is the emergence c¢f a

collegial spirit among the pcrmanent members of the Security Courcil, which has
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greatly enhanced its effective functioning. We welcome this development, which we
belisve could act as a deterrent to individual States or group of States from
resorting to actions inconsistent with the purposes and principlss of the Charter.
It could also inhibit hegemohic ambitions, at either the global or the raegional
level. However, the world must pay heed to the caution sounded by our
Secretary-General in his latest report on the work of the Organization:

"agreement among the major Powers must carry with it the support of a majority

of Msmber States if it is to make the desired impact en the world situation.

It is the willing endorsement of the decisions of the Security Council by the

international community that can best counter any impression, likely to create

anxiety, of world affairs being run by a directorate.” (A/45/1, p. 13)

The steadily increasing trust and confidence in inter-State relations
gensrated by the dramatic improvament of relations between the two militarily most
sigeificant Powers have opened a window of cpportunity for the international
comnunity to come to giips with the va;ious outstanding questions in the field of
arms control and disarmament. Military doctrines born of the cold war and based on
adversarial stratagies, which had fuelled the spiralling arms race of the past
decades, have become largely irrelevant. While notable achiasvemonts, such as the
Treaty on the Elimination of Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles, have
bsen made, the pace of negotiations on reduction of strategic arsenals, baaning of
chemical weapons and cessation of all nuclear-weapon tests, to mention only a few,
bas been agoniszingly slow. We earneatly hope that endeavours will be made to speed
up the pace of disarmament negotiations and to set higher, more ambitious targets
within shorter time frames, for the reduction and ultimate elimination of nuclear
and other mass-destruction weapons. Morsover, massive conventional forces should

be pared down to the lavels needed for purposes of legitimate national zelf-defence.
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As we stand at the threshold of a new ora we sse looming ahead both
exceptional promises and daunting challenges.

In April of this year, the entirs world rejoiced at the poaceful transition of
Namibia to indepsndence. The Nanibian experience has renewod hopes for a peaceful
change in South Africa leading to a total dismantling of the universally condemned
system of aparthejd. These hopes have been reinforced by positive factors

conducive to such a change that have emerged in the country during the past months,



FMB/4 A/45/PV.26
6

(M. Gyaw, Myanmar)
Foremost among them is the exemplary far-sightedness, wisGom and statesmanship that
has marked Mr. Nelson Mandela's every action and pronouncesmsnts ever since his
release from prison. Due credit must also be given to the political courage
displaysd by President Ds Klerk in pledging to abandon apartheid and to sesk a
peaceful transition to & new South Africa, non-racial and democratic. Thanks to
the pragmatism and realism displayed by them, the African Wational Congress of
South Africa (ANC) and the South African Government have bsan able to adopt & joint-
declaration aimed at accelersting the political process towards a negotiated
sattlement. Promising though t¥:: situation is, it is yet too sarly to assume with
complete assurance that the process for positive change in that country has become
irreversible and that an end to the spartheld system is vithin'roach. Apartheid
laws and gpartheid structures are still in place. He urge thp South African
Government to do away with these pillars of the outdated system as soon as possible
in response to the will of the international community expressed in the
Declaraticn adopted at the sixteenth special seszion of the General Assenbly. In
the meantime, the international community must not relax its existing pressure in
order to cocuvince the yst unrepentant sections of the white minority that apartheid
has no future in their country.

The resolution of the conflict in Nicaraguz, in which the United Nations
Played a major role, enccurages us to hope that the search for peaceful settlemsnt
of the conflicts in some other Central Amarican States, under the auspices of the
Secretary-Genoral, will sooa bear fruit.

Myanma:r is a South-Bast Asian country having close historical ties and
cultural affinities with other countries in our sub-region. We are therefore most
happy to see significant progress made in the past few weeks towards ending strife
in neighbouring Camodia. We welcome Security Council resolution 668 (1990) of

20 September 1990, endorsing the framework for the comprshensive political
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settloment of tho conflict in that country, formulated by its permenent mesmbers.
We welcome, in particular, the acceptance by all the Cambodian parties of this
framework in its entirety as the basis for settling the confliict, and the agreament
reached by them at the recent Jakarta mesting to form a Supreme National Council.
Having reyard to the complexities of the conflict, particularly ia its
internaticnal aspscts, we agrse that the United NMations must play a siguificant
role in the Cambodian peace process. In this connection, we feel that it is only
fair that the States Mambers of the United Nations which ars not directly involved
in this process should be fully apprised in advance of the resource implications of
the contemplated United Nations oparations in Cambodia, in particular those of a
financial nature.

With the depth and clarity of porcoption that has bacoms the halimark of his
asgsessnments of theo state of the world the Secretary-General in his latest annual
roport, has alluded to:

“the dawn of & new era in Burope, streaks of light in some regions and ths

darkness of o0ld animosities and naw hatreds enveloping others. (A/45/1, p. 3)

The region where “"0ld animosities and new hatredg" aze casting their long
shadows of darkensss and sre threatening to undermine the promiiss of & more
peaceful, just and securre internationsl order is the Middle East.

Iraq's invasion of Kuwait and the subaequent purported annexation of EKuwait
are acts of aggression by any definition. The prohibition erunciated in the
Charter principle that all States

“skall refrain in their international relationms from tho threat or use of

force against the territorial integrity or politicai independence of any State"
is absolute. Whenever and wherever this fundamentsl principle is violated, it is
incumbent upon all peace-loving and law-abiding States to stand resolutely and

collectively in defence of this vital furdamental prirciple in conformity with the
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provizions of the Charter. The decisions on the situstion takan by the Securicy
Council tc dste, whose objective is to restore the Atatus guc _ante in Kuwait,
constitute decisive action to uphold the sanctity of this principle. That is why
the Unicn of Myanwar unreservedly supports these decisions und took immediate
action to ensure that all Myanmar Government agen=zies, private satitiss and
individuals strictly comply with the terms of Security Councl resolutiocn 661
(199C). The essential purpese of these decisions is, in our view, to terminate the
act of aggression and its consequences through political and dipiomatic meeans.
Given the fact that the Gulf region has now been transformed irnto the scene of ths
world's heaviest concentration of multinational adversarial military forces
deplcyed in battle-ready formations, and given the latant volifillty of the Middls
East as a whole, any other course of action to dbring wbout the objectives set forth
in the Security Council resolutions would be fraught with incelculable and
far-reaching dangers.

The crisis in the Gulf has underscored the urgsncy to redouble efforts to find
a just and durable solution to the Middle East problem as 2 whole. At the core of
this problems is the gquestion of Palcstine. Ws f£iraly believe that a
comprshensiva, just and hunce lasting solutica to this problem must be besed on the
principle of respoct for the sovereigaty, territoriel integrity and political
independence of svery State in the area, including Israel, coupled with the
restoration of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people, including their
right to national independence and sovereignty. Security Council resolutions 242
(1967) and 338 (1973) continue to remain the only workable basis for the
establishment of a just and lasting peace in the Middle Bast in consonance with the
above-mentioned principles. To that end, my delesgaticn wholeheartedly supports the
proposal to hold an international conference under the auspices of the United

Nations with the participation of all parties concerned on an equal footiag.
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A comprebensive and definitive solution to the larger problems in the Middle
Bast requires rcnewed efforts to f£ind a solution to the Lebanese problem in &
manner that vauld re-sstablish its full sovereignty, independence and territorial
integrity.

The year 1990 is s remarkable year for international efforts to combat the
scourge of illicit drugs. The seventeenth special session of the Goneral Assombly,
on narcotic drugs, held in New York in February this year, and the World
Ministerial Summit to Reduce Demand for Drugs and to Combat the Cocaine Threat,
held in London last April, marked two important milestons in the history of
mankind’'s war on illicit drugs. The Global Plan of Action adopted by the
seventesnth special zession and the Declaration issusd at the London Ministerial
Sumzit have given added impstus and senge of purpose to the international campaign
agaiast narcotiq drugs.

WNe in Myanmar continue to intensify our relentless war on illicit arugs,
carrying forward the momentum generated by our nation-wide anti-drug campaigns and
programmes which have beer in full swing asince independence. The mnlti-faceced.and
multi-sectoral anti-drug measuress being undertaken by the Myanmar authorities
pation-wide are making steady headway on 81l fronts. In Feburary this year and
again in April, heroin and other marcotic drugs worth $921 million at prevailing
street prices in the United States were destroyed in Yangon in full view of members
of the diplomatic corps, representatives of United Nations agencies and foreign
journalists.

Our multi-faceted and multi-sectoral anti-illicit.drug strategy includes &
programme for the development of frontier arias and natiecnal races. This
programme, which places parrticular emphasis on infrastructure-building, crop
substitution, livestock breeding and the overali alleviation of soclo-economic

conditions in border areas, is making a perceptible impact on the all-round
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development of rural aress in 44 townships in the border regicns., As a result of
three successive five-year projects carried out in co-operation with the United
!at';l.ons Fund for Drug Abuse Contzol, a total of 163,000 acres have been put under
cash-crops in place of the poppy plantations. Steps are also being taken to
consolidate further the progress so far accomplighed and to extend similar

dsvelopment projects to more townships in the border areas.
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In parallel with tkese nationsl efforts. Myanmar has already established close
co-operative azrangoments with two of cur neighbouring countries, China and
Thailand. These arrangemente include exchanges of information on drug trafficking
and relatsd activities along our cowmon borders, training of drug-enforcement
persoanel and transfer cf technology. They complament and reinforce each country’s
national drug-control programmes and activities. Plans are well in hand to
estaeblish similar co-opsrative arrangaxents with snothor neighbouring couxtry, the
Lao People‘'s Damocratic R2epublic. These endeavours are curreatly being undertaken
on & bilateral basis but are axpacted to Gevelop into a broader co-operative
arrangement at the subregional level.

In view of the progress achieved thus far and of the definite plans and
Programmes which we will be energetically carrying out in the future, we have ample
reason to vigualize the total eradication of POPPY cultivation and of the mencce of
illicit drugs ir Myanmar in the shortest possible time.w .

On 27 May 1990, the first multi-party g.noril alections in ngoarly three
dscades were succeszfully held ir my country in response to the urdent wishes Qnd
aspirations of the people ci Wiyanmar. This historic event constitutes ths
fulfilment of the solemn promise, made by the State Law and Order Restoration
Council on the very first day of its 2ssumption cf national responsibility, and
reaffirmed on numerous subsequent occasions. The elections were held in strict
observence of the Electioa Law and Rules, under the supervision of an independent
tivm-ﬁelbor Blection Commission. The fact that the electicns were geniinely free

and fair, beyond any doubt, was univorsally recognized by all the political

L Mr. Serdenberg (Brasil), Vice-President, took the Chair.
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parties which contested the elections and by & large group of foreign journalists,
representing 32 naws agencies, who obgserved the elections st first hand.

In a remarkably high turn-out, 72.59 per cent of eligidble voters went to the
polls on election day and exercised one of the most fundamentsl human rights, that
'13. their right to elect National Assembly representatives of their choice, without
let or hindrance.

Having fulfilled its pionise to hold free and fair multi-party elections, the
State Law and Order Restoration Council is now taking firm steps - systamatically
and step by step - towards the aitabllshc-nnt of a stable and enduring democratic
State. ‘

Questions have been raised in some quarters regarding trensfer of pouer to a
democratically elected Government in my country. In this connection, I should liks
to stross that our lcaders have given assursnces on seversl occasions that the
§tate Law and Order Restoration Council will hand over power im due course to a
strong and stoble Government that is to bo formed in accordance with a new
constitution to be drafted.

Those who have raised such questions do not sesm to bs aware of tho due
process of law that is now taking place in Myanmar in accordance with the Election
Law. Under the relevant provisions of the Law, a numbor of candidates have filed
cbjections with the Election Commission against their opporents. Eoth the
petitioners and the respondsnts reopresent a broad cross-section of political
parties, including the Hational Lesgue for Democracy, the Wational Unity Party and
some indepsndents. Ihe Government has thus far set up £ive tribunals, with widely
respacted retired law officers and civil service perscnnel, to investigats these

objectiors. The tribunals sre presently cohdueting thsir court proceedings and




RC/S AZ4S/PV. 38
13

(Mr. Gyaw. Myapmer)
hearioc This due process of lav must be aillowed to complete its course: those
petitioners exsrcising their rights usder the Rlection Lsw canmot be danied their
lawful cights.

A strong and stable Government presupposes a strong and enduriny
constitution. The next indispensable step, therefors, is tha drafting of such a
constitution im order to lay 2 solid foundation for a democratic State, to which
the psople of Mycumar aspire.

The new constitution needs to be drafted with groat cere im ordsr to enaure
that the shortcomings acd locpholes of the o0ld comstitution of 1347, which was
drawvn up before Myamsar became independent, &0 not £ind their way intc the new
instrument.

Nesdless <o Qay. it must be elaborsted msticulously, comprehansively and
systematically. It must be based on zational consensus and must be acceptable to
the majority of the people of Myammar, as well as to the majority of tke national
races living ia the Union. ZTo that and, the sutherities of Myzomar are taking all
necossary measures, step by stsp. and plan to moet with the electsd representatives
‘of the Pyithu Eluttaw (Nationsl Aszembly). A broadly based ratiozal cosventien
will be convened to discuss all factors thot should ba teken into account in
drzfting the new Constitution. Its drefting will be tha responsibility of tae
eiected rapreossntatives. The State Law and Order Resteration Coumcil and the
Defence Services will do their utmost to assist them in this tesk.

Until such time 23 a firm, constitutionally established Govermmont comes into
existence, the State Law snd Order Restoration Council will certisue to fulfil its
national responsibilitiss, the most important of which is to safegusrd the three
cardinal national causes, namely, to prevent the disintegration of the Union, =0
sasure ths ncn-digintegration of nations) solidar.:cy and to ersure the perpetuity

of our country’'s sovereignty.
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Myanmar is known for its unique culture, whose hallmarks are tolerance and
ccmpasaion. This cultural envircnment underpins respect for human rights, which
not only are protected by law but are also observed in practice as a matter of
tradition. Discriminacion, be it on grounds of race, religion or sex, is
non-existent in my country.

We have been co-operating closely with the Commission on Human Rights, its
subaidiary bodies and the Centre for Human Rights in Geneva, and have been
providing information to them on the situstion of human rights in our country. We
shall continue to 40 80 in the future. Let me take this oppertunity to inform the
Assembly that the Goverament of Mysanar hes agreed %0, and indeed welcomes, the
visit to our country of Professor Sadako Ogata, an independent expert appeinted by
the Commission on Human Rights. She will shortly be arriving in Myanmar to carry
out her mandate.

Questions have bean raised in certain quarters concernizg the restraint placed
on certain individuais in my country. As we heve clarified on numarcus cccasions,
legal action hss bsen taken agaivst those persons not for their political
activities but for their iafringement of the existing laws of the land. I should
like to emphasize that a 1ins must be drawn bstween respect for human rights, on
the cne hand, and nnineennﬁca of law and public order im accordance with exioting
laws, on the other. Every Government has the primary responsibiiity to mainvain
law and order in its country and to prevent anarchy and disorder. I might add that
the actions taken against the personsg in question are the most lonient prescribsd
by our laws, even though the acts perpetrated by them, which include instigating
the general public to defy the legal authority end forming a parallel goverament,

make them liable to much sterner penslties under our eriminsl laws.
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I hardly need to stress here that our national undertaking to establish a
peaceful and prosperous multi-party democratic State must be accomplishod by the
people of Myanmar theamgelves in accordance with Myanmar's outlcock and in the
Myanmar way, 8o 28 to suit our nation's owa specific conditions and circumstances.
The international community can best help that process by refraining from
interfering or bringing pressurs tc besar in any shape or form and by letting the
people of Myanmar proceed along their own path until they reach their chosen

destiny of a free and dsmccratic State.
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Mg, RICARDO GARCIA (Pominican Republic) (inherpret;tion from Spanish): I
should like my words to this Assembly, to which are brought such important problems
and thorny situationa, to be a fervent message of the faith and hops of the
Dominicun Govsrnment, a wmessage brought from the heart of the land where the first
institutions wers established after the discovery of America and the meeting of
races and cultures.

On bshalf of the Dominican Republic, I wish most sincerely to congratulate
Mr. Guido de Marco on his having been elected President of the forty-fifth session
of the General Asgembly. In conferring or him such an outstanding honour, the
Organization has recognized his outstanding diplomatic work and his devotion to the
cause of petce.

We &al30 wish te congratulate the President of the forty-fourth session, the
Ambassador of Nigsria, Mzjor Gemeral Joseph Garba, on the excellent work he did and
on the wisdom and discretion with which he overcame innumerable obstacies.

Wa teihorate;put gratitude to the Secretary-Gemeral, Mr. Javier Pérez de
Cuéllar, whe has spared no efforts in the cause of world peace. He has asven made
several trips to that region of anguish the Middle East, and has establishad
valuable personal contacts with the aim of finding a negotiated solution to the
crisis that affects that regiom, in particular the Persian Gulf,

We wish to place on record the great pleasure of the Dominican Republic at the
admission of Namibia to the Organisation. That country should have taken its seat
here long ago, but finmally its admission has become a reality.

It is with great pleasure that we associate ourselves with the expragssions of
solidarity made here following the admission of the State of Liechtenstein. It has
been welcomed with much pleasure as a member of this family of nations, which has

thus coms nearer to universality.
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At this crucial moment in contemporary history it is an imperative need for
the Organization to carry out itas sacred mission of safeguarding peace at all
costs. Scarcely five years ago tensions betwesn the nuclear Powers were growing
moxre acute, and the arms race had accelarated greatly and represented a terrible
danger to human existence. The talks and the agreements on the elimination of
short- and medium-range missiles prove that with political will peace can be
maiatained,

The unexpected and brutal invasion of Kuwait by Iraq, which ovarthrew its
legitimate Goverument and violated the sovereignty of a virtually helpless nation,
has been condemaned by the whole iaternational community. Such is the enormity of
this violation perpetrated at all levasls by the reckless Iraqi leader, on whem all
eyes are fixed in horror, that we cannot forasee the future course of these events.

The Secretary-Gemeral, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, in his introductory
statement to the forty-fifth sesaion, irdicated his concern over the crisis in the
Persian Gulf and the resultant danger of a vast conflagration. The Dominican
Republic, as an active membar of the community of mations, fully supports the terms
and substance of the resolutions adopted by the Security Council in viaw of this
grave violation, this armed attack that has usurped the sovereignty of a State, and
invokes the inhereat right of self-defence as the necessary rasponse of the
international community in the face of this gross and unprecedented annexation.

Turning now to my country, the President of the Republic,

Dr. Joaquin Balaguer, after being re-elected in May and assuming office in
mid-August this year, has beer striving to carry out the arduous task of ths
modernization of our State at all lavels, executing a plan of economic adjustment
and national consultation among labour, management and the general public, which

should end with the establishment of our economy on a sound basis.
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Novertheless, our country, like other developing countries, is facing the
serious problem of exteraal debt, aggravated by the parsistently low prices of our
export commodities.

The debt is a heavy burden that hinders cur growth and davelopment. Reforms
of economic policy and structurzl adjustment that we have carried out cannot be
fully effective unless the developsd countries adopt measures to alleviate this
insupportable burden of debt. In this regard we greatly welcome the initiative of
President Bush to grant partisl forgiveness of the concessional debt and we urge
creditor countries to implement similar programmes to reducs or cancel debt through
official assistance, since now that the debt has becoms unpayable it has turaned
into a problem that can only be dealt with through internatienal co-operation.

I should indicate that the Head of the Dominican State has achieved the best
results in his policy of providing the country with the infrastructure it requires
for its growth and subssquent development. Kere we should mention the coastruction
of housing, hospitals, sports facilities, schools, local road networks, agueducts
aﬁd dams. His Government enjoys general recognition and gratitude for the striking
results of the creation of new free trade sones in differemt areas of our country.
He is also credited with being the real initiator and main dAriving force of tourism
and the growing develcpment of the tourist infraatructure of our country.

This vast work of nstional remewal has bsen made possible thanks to the
climate of democracy, confidence and security prevailing inm our country and thanks
to the sbaclute respect of the Goveranment for the free exercise of human rights,

from the moin human right, the right to life, tc unrestricted freedom of expression

and thought.
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In this way the noble principlos enshrined in the Charter and the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and in intsrnational covensnts on the subject are being
translated into reality. Any foreigmer coming to the Dominicun Republic caa see
the reality of a proverbially hospitable nation that enjoys peace, quiet and order
under the total protecticn of its competent authoriﬁias.

We have always been cppose@ to any form of racial discrimination because such
discrimination constitutes a flagrant violation of human rights. So it is a
subject of justified pleasure to see how the South African President,

Frederik De Klerk, is becoming reconciled to this view and how he has admittsd to
the press the poaiibility of candidates of any racs having the right to vote. That
presages the beginning of the process that will finally lead to the elimination of

the hated system of apartheid.
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Any act of discrimination. regardless of its form and regardless of the person
or entity it is directed against, is to be censured and is contrary to morality and
law. In the light of this refiection, the delsgation of the Dominican Republic
believes that the resolution which equated Zionism with racism is in and of itself
an act of discrimination, aund thus we feel that it should be repealod.

The unification eof the Korean peninsula iz a subject of the greatest concern
to the international community. The Dominican Republic expraesses its pleasure at
the advances made by the communities of South Korea and North Korea in the areas of
economic co-oporatién and cultural exchangs a# part of the process of
rapprochement, which, on the basis of dialoguo snd ansgotiation batwesn the two
sides, could lead to the reunification of Korea. Accordingly, until the
achievement of that unity, we would favour the admission of South Korsa to the
United Natioans.

‘Ihc reunification of Gormany, an svent of such extraordinary importance that
it does not need to be emphasized here, const;tutaa a veritable milestone ian the
history of the United Nations. It represents the most outstanding case of
integration and national recomciliation in the post-war period. It shows how much
can be accomplished by fraternity and solidarity, and it is the most striking
example of integration in this new era of changes and opportunities that can lsad
to a better future for mankind.®

Aware of the extremely serious problem of drug abuse and iliicit drug
trafficking, the Dominican Gcvermmont is implementing severe measures to combat

that scourge which so cruelly afflicts mankind. Our authorities are waging active

* The President returned to the Chair.
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campaigns for the prevention of drug abuse, while taking vigerous administrative,
Judicial and legislative action against the production, use and marketing of and
illicit trafficking in drugs.

I feel it is appropriate here to turn to a subject that is of great interest
today: the process of transition to a democratic ayztam that has bsen going on for
some time now in the Republic of Haiti. On this subject the Dominican delegation
expresses its satisfaction at the encoursging progress made in the preparations for
the holding of presidential elections that will soocn teke place in that country.
The Dominican Repubiic thorefors favours the provision of assistance by the United
Nations in the form of cbaervers appointed by our Organization to assist the
Haitian nation @uring the electicns.

By an accideant of fato the Republic of Haiti and the Domimican Republic share
the same isisnd and have known similar vicissitudss om their respective paths
towards indepondence and sovereiganty, and thersfers we ars moet interested in
geeing our sister nation achieve stebility. But our country's fundsmental interest
is not limited to that sspects it also concerns Haiti's political and eccnomic
development.

Haiti needs the support of the entire international community, siance until we,
the nations of this hemisphere, have thus far confinad ourselves to pointing out
the problems without striving to f£ind the right solutions to them. Por that
reason, we feol it is tims to dizcure this delicate situation befors the Asgenbly.
Its scope is more than national, aven than regiomal, and it has become & question
that deserves the attention of ths internationsl cosmunity.

The Dominican Republic, familiar with the pProblems of our neighbour country
end aware of its own historic respensibilities, has found it recessary to roceive a
constant: flow of Heitian immigrants, numbering mcre than 1 million, mbara

competing freely witk the Dominican labour force. Our country secepts this
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immigration since one of ths cardinal principles cf its foreigm policy is to regard
solidarity as the highest elevated expression of human coexistence. Thus Haltian
nationals alzo enjoy tha same benefitc and prerogatives as Dominicans, in ax
atzosphere of security and rospect without discrimimation of aay kirnd,

Lastly, we are particularly plessed to state that as the obztacles to the full
rehabilitation of Haiti are gradually overcome, opportunities for greater
co-oparation betweea cur two countriss will inétnu and we shall march together
Cowards the achievement of our mort cherished ideals and our highsst anationel
aspiratious.

In conclusion, I should like to stress cur conviction that the United Mations
is the authentic custedian that will pressrve the incstimable treasure of the lofty
valuss extollad at the dawn of a new era of harmony and peace. This bright
avakening of the universal conscience reflects the emorgance of an ora bascd on the
high principles enshrined in the Charter of this noble institution, the aurturing
source of all the hopes and desires of mankina,

Mr. De L'ESTRAC (Mauricius)s We sre Celighted that the forty-fifth
regular session of the General Assesbly is being presided over by a distinguiched
persorally from Malta, an island whoze active involvement in international affairs
is well known and which, 1ike Mauritiuas, has been the crossroads of many
civilisations.

I sm confident, Mr. President, that the experioncs and wisdom you bring to
this high office will enrich our dsliberations and help us uphold the principles of
our Organization Guring these trying timss whem ths security of small nations is
being uu'ntonod.'

Addressing the Assembly for thy first timc, I am personslly pleased tc say how
proud we are to belong to an Orgnn:lution which today commands respect and
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authority. As a zspresentative of a gmall, cpen, dsmocratic and multiracial State
without any defence ccpabilities, I £ind cause for satisfaction in the knowledge
that menbership in this Organisation is not a vain hope and that the United Nations
has the capacity to safeguard internationsl law. It is comforting to note that our
Organization, besides having the duty to assert the law, has also the ability to
enforce it and to uphold respect for the right of States, small and large and from
the North and the South, to exist in peace and harmony.

It cannot be sufficiently emphasized that this mewly found ability will bring
to small Member States - which, after all, form the -ajoriéy of the membership of
this Organiszation - a senze of security based on the right to exist peacefully, as

enshrined in our Charter.



JUM/8 A/4S5/PV, 26
26

(Mr. De L°'Estrac, Mauritius)

I do not think it unfair to recall that guch a situation is relatively new.
Recent history abounds with examples where the international community was sadly
incapable not only of clearly enunciating the law but also of assuming its
obligations and ensuring that these rules, épproved by all, wers respacted.

Freer now of these past constraints, of which small States were often the
unwilling instruments, our Organiszation, with its new-found uaity, its new
cohesion, has today the means to fulfil its primary objective.

On the other hand let us not forget that the apparent cohesion of the
international community and the will displayed by the United Nations are still
precarious. We might ask ourselves whether the unprecedented demonstration of
international solidarity in the present Gulf crisis is not motivated as much by
vested interests as by respect for international law.

It is imperative therefore that we display a renewed sense of our attachment
to our fundamental principles wherever and wherever the iaw is infringed. Let it
be recorded that the United Nations has already to its cradit the efficient
settlement of serious conflicts, and here we should like to pay a tribute to the
Secretary-General for the zeal, dedication and vision he displays as head of cur
Organization.

Unfortunately, unresolved crigses stili cast a shadow on the gocd faith of our
Organization. Inequality Znmong peoples still abounds across the world. The
Paiestinians, Lebanese, Fijians, oppressed by brutal and inhuman forces, certainly
deserve the same solidarity as we are today expressing towards the Kuwaiti people.

Imbued with this ideal, Mauritius has firmly condemned the imvesion of Kuwait
by Iraq and we join in the appeals that have been made for the restoration of the
territorial integrity and sovereignty of Kuwait. We have entertained good
relations with both countries. Xuwait used to supply us with half our petroleum

needs. Our political and diplomatic relations with Irag have been friandly.
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Although peace appears illusive, we nurture the hope that reconciliation will avert
any breakout of military hostilities. Let us give diplomacy a chance and thus
avoid the dire consequences for the Near Bast and the rest of ths world.

The conflict in the Gulf region sesmed even more aberrant at a time whan
rmoinentous events in Europe and elsewhere towards peace and reconciliation were
occurring, The new bonds of frisndship that have besn woven between the USSR and
the United States of America, inspired by President Gorbachev ané& President Bush,
the end of the cold war era and of ideological conflicts, the triumph of liberty
and democracy around tho world have raised hopes for a naw phase of development
based on psace. Poorer countries, relieved cf the burden of proxy wars that
diverted much of their slender resources, will now be more able to address priority
tasks in the struggle against underdevelopment and poverty. Alas, the Gulf cris
rudely brought us back to reality. The end of the East-West conflict could well be
succeeded by an era of lewlessness jeopardiszing the security of small States in the
face of ambitious designs of powerfully armed neighbours and adversaries.

All too often our desire for glebal solutions has not beer matched by
political will. Up to now internatiomal negotiations on eccnomic and development
issues, on trade, the debt problem axd the environment have resulted in protracted
debates but few genuine breakthrcughs. As the world is overtaken by the pace of
history, nations seem to fall back on old reflexes.

Nowhere is this better illustrzted than in the ficld of &isarmament and
security, where the threat of war ard aggrescion remains. In the smerging
multipolar world, smaller States are especially vulnerable to such a threat. The
capacity of some States to 2cquire huge and modern arsenals for use in regional
conflicts will constitute one of the greatest thrsats to the security of smziler

States.



JVN/8 A/45/PV.26
48-30

(Mr. Do L'Estrac. Mauritius)

Positive development, suc¢™ 23 the conclusion of the 1987 Treaty on
jntermediato-range nucloar missiles, tho talks on strategic arms reduction, ard the
dscrease of conventional forces in Europe are ancoursging. The interaational
community should not overlook the real dangers to peace posed at a regioral level
and should address them in a concrets way.

| In thisc regard my delegation wishes to reiterate its commitment to the
creatiocn of the Indian Ocean az a 3one of pezce. My Government regrets the
withdrawal of the major Western Powers from the A4 _Ecc Committec on the Indian
Ocean at a tims when real progrecs was at hand, and we express the hope that recent
eventa in the Gult ragion wi.. convince them of the urgeant necessity of working
towards the eatzblishment of a sone of peace in the Indian Ocean.

Those who appeal te world solidarity and support in timss of trial cannot
afford to ignore the just aspirations of smalior nations to peace. Couutries of
the region should recognize that a degree of flomibility might be necessary to
overcome controversial issues and advancs ths cause of peace and security in our
part of the world. The efforts o? the 24_Egc Committee at thig juncturs should not
be undermined, and ali avenues for pProgress must remain open.

Genuine negotiations on a scne of peace would lead to significant progcess in
other areas, such 28 that of naval disarmsment. Confidsnce- and security-bullding
measures would reduce the riaks of incidonts and confrontations at sea and would
enhance the security of coastal States and contribute to a safer regional
environment.

Whiie we are addressing the issue of the Indian Ocean, we wish to relterate
our just and rightful claim to the Chegos Archipslago, including Diego Garcia. and
expreas our deep appreciation of the whole-hearted suﬁpott of the members of the
Fon-Aligned Movement ard the Organization of African Unity, as well az that of

other friendly countries.
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We also attach great importance to curreat negotiations within the Revisw
Conference on the nuclear-non-proliferation Treaty and its eventual sxtonsion in
1995. At a time whea wmodern armsment is increasingly multidimensionsl und
~chnologically advancedrthe preliferation ¢f auclesr weapons coastitutes a major
threat to the security of all States.

Nuclear-weapen Steates should therefore demcastrate greater willingness o
reduce their arsenals and commit themselves to 2 process of dissrmament by
offering, in addition, specific sccurity assurances to non-nuclear-wespon States.
Similarly, restraint and comtrol should ke exercised for other weapons of maus
destruction. The conclusion of a comprahensive nuclsar-test-ben treaty at ths
forthcoming partial test-ban Troaty amsudmsnt Conference next year should be
eacouraged to the full,

The most remarkable aveat on ouz contisent was the achievemant of the
independence cof Namibia after years of relentless struggle. We extaud to Namibia a
warm and brotherly welccme. Another equally iaportant lamdmark was the libsration
of Nelson Mandela. His historic sddress from the rostrum of this Eall displayed
the conviction of his long and hercic struggle against the evils of gpartheid.

The situation in South Africe has remained precarious despite genuine progress
towards a negotiated peaceful politicsl settlement. It is our view that wo should
give cauticus emcouragement to further such progress until it bscomes permancat and
irreversible, leading to the totel eradication of apariieid. There is thsrefore at
the pregent time no occasion for undue haste for tiw rolaxation of international

pressure.
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Violence and the temptation to exploit internal divisions could easily
jeopardize the chances of peace and stability. The agreement concluded in August
between the African National Congress of South Africa (ANC) and the South African
Government rspresents the best hope for the complete eradication of apartheid and
the establishment of a democratic and non-racial society ia South Africa. all
parties that are really committed to a peaceful solution should work towards the
preparation of a new Constitution that will meet the hopes and aspirations of the
reople of South Africa as a whole. The emergence of a strong, united, multiracial
and democratic South Africa will bring peace and stability to the region and
contribute significantly to worid econcmy.

At a broader level, 198y and 1990 have witnessed avents which have led to a
fundamental restructuring of the world political system. Today, more than ever,
the interdependence of nations is the basis for fruitful international relatioms.
At both international znd regional levels, this unique Organiszation, which is the
United Mations, is the right vehicle for collective action, especially in moments
of crisis and distress.

It has thus far mounted successful operations in Namibia and Central America.
I am positive it could pldy & crucial role in resolving major regional conflicts,
for example in Cambodia, whore certain encouraging developments have taken place at
the Jakarta mesting.

In the Niddle East, we welcome the new dialogue between the United States and
the Soviaet Unicn on the issue. We are wmore than ever convinced that an
international peace conferance on the Middle Bast, under the auspices of the Unitead
Nations, constitutes the only prospect for a compreheunsive settlement recognizing
the inalienable rights of thc Palestinian peopla, and for enduring peace in the

region,
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We also hope that meaningful dialogue and corsultation in response to the
legitimate aspirations of tha Korean pasple will pave the way in the not too
distant future for the psaceful unification of Korea.

In this contert my country will give favourable consideration to the admission
of the Rapublic of Korea a3 a Momber of the Orgunisation without Jjecpardisziag the
objective of unification and witkout ezcluding the simultaneous mombership of the
Democriatic People's Republic of Xoroa.

We should not lose sight of the relationship botweer disarmament and
development. .It is known that developing countries spead soma $200 billion a year,
representing some 20 par cent of their budgat, on armaments. Admittadly, ths
security neads of States vary considerably according to gacpolitical factors, but
this expenditurs still reprosents a staggering figure. It is a waste of rosourcss
when one considers that there is a negative outflow of some $50 billion a year from
developing nations for debt servicing alone. Such 2 situstion canmot be allowad to
continue. The soclution is as much a political as an economic one.

Earlier this year, at its sighteenth special session, the Gasneral Assenmbly
adopted the Declaration on Imteraational Ecomomic Cc-operation, in particular the
Revitalization of Ecomomic Growth and Developmeat of the Developing Countries,
which we believe should provide the appropriate guidance for the drawizg-up and
adoption at the Assembly of aun international dsvelopment strategy in the coatext of
the fourth development decade.

As the world eccromy becomesz more integrated, the international comaunity
needs a cohesive framework within which to sddress global economic issues. In this
regard the cutcome of the United Nations Conference on the Least Developed
Countries in Paris is particularly important. We welcome the adoption of a now
programms of action for debt relief and the other coancrete measures taken to

alleviate the economic plight of ths least developed couatries.
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The losst dsveloped countries require, in addition,better opportunities for
trade diversification and prefsrential access to markets and accrued capital
investmsnts, That is ths only way thay can overcome severe structural problems,
Gevelop their human rescurces and achieve a sustainable rate of growth.

The United Nations also hosted in June this year a meating on island
developing countries crganizaed by the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD). Small island States belonging mostly to the category of
least developed countries hava intrinsic disabilities which severely contrain their
already limited range of devalopment options in an unfavourable economic climate.
This fact has unfortunatelv not been fully acknowledged yet. we ﬁuat therefora
pursus our efforts in this direction through clomer exchanges and co-operation
betweon vsrious island grcups, whoss importances in Aifferent regions of ths world

have so far beex under-sstimated.
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I am zware that your country, Mr. President, has taksn the initiative of
organizing another meeting of this kind for naxt year, and is playing an important
role in improving contacts between small, island 5tates hampered by remoteness and
isolation.

Free trade is the cornsrstone of co-opesration. For smell, island nations
which are econcmically interdepsndent and extremoly vulnerable to external factors,
the davelopment of a more open, viable and durable multilaterzl trading system is
essential. So too is a stable economic enviromment. The Uruguay Round was
launched to address serious concerns in this area. The general liberaliszation of
trade in recent ysars has been persistently undermined by protectionism and a
. weakening of regulations of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT).
Developing countries iz particular have suffered from this kind of instability and
lack of discipline in the trading system. Their efforts to implicment the policy of
trade and not aid are being thwarted by new forms of protectionism. Trade in
sectors such as textiles, clothing, footwear and agriculture, where dsveioping
countries have a comparative advantages, have been particularly subject to
discriminatory treatment. Such practices have impaired to a large extent the
ability of developing countries to overcome their external-debt problems and
promote their economic growth and development.

The ecoromies of the developing countries have further worsensd in the wake of
the Gulf crisis. To avoid a catastrophic situation, the international community
needs to make special efforts to come to the assistance of dsveloping countrics
adversely affected by spiralling oil prices. Inm this connection, we make a special
appeal for a multilateral relief fund to be set up to help offset the additionmal

economic problems being suffered by these countries.
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Avother, equally vital series of negotiations will take place in 1992, during
the United Nations Confersnce on Environment and Development. We hope that the
obstacles we encounter will be overcome. The Preparatory Committee of the
Conference has already madoe sxtensive proposals to ensure fruitfuel Aiscuassions of a
comprehensive agenda.

There is a limit to the Gegres of ecological stress that our planet can
endure. The irreversible damage inflicted every day on forests and in the
atmosphere, the problem of marine Pollution caused by excessive dumping of toxic
industrial waste, and the overexplecitation of tishery resources should help us draw
the usceasary lessons before it is too late. Tha success of the Conference in
drawing up strategies to stop and reverse the sffects of environmental degradation
will require political will aua sacrifice, but on this depends the fate of our only
planet, Earth.

The Urited Nations has in recent ysars faced iacreasingly daunting
challenges. We are confident that, with the emergence of this era of historic
challerges and changes, our Organization will continue to play an active role in
achieving the objectives of our Charter.

ADDRESS BY MAJOR GENERAL JUSTIN METSING LEXEANYA, CHAIRMAN OF THE MILITARY
COUMCIL AND COUNCIL OF MINISTERS OF THE KINGDOM OF LESOTHO

Ibe PRESIDENT: The Asgsmbly will row hear a statement by the Chairman of

the Military Council and Council of Ministers of the Kingdom of Lesotho.

MeNLE * HO_J20goom of Lesothe, was esco 24 S0 TR0 rogstrum.
The PRESIDENT: I have great pleasure in welcoming Major Gemeral Justin
Metsing Lekhaaya, Chairman of the Military Council and Council of Ministers of the

Kingéiom of Lesotho, and inviting him to address the Assembly.
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Mr. LEKHANYA (Lesotho): Permit me to offer you, Sir, sincere’
congratulations upon your election to the presidency cf the forty-fifth session of
the General Assembly. We have confidernce in your ability to guide the work of our
Assembly towards the success we expect.

At this early juncture, allow me also to pay a tribute to your predecessor,
Major Gemeral Joseph Garba, former Permanent Representative of the Federal Republic
of Nigeria, for the effective manner in which he conducted the business of the last
session.

The auspicious occasion afforded by this session of the General Assembly,
marking the beginning of the last decade of the twentiath century, should be for
all of us a unique moment, & moment to pause for reflection as we seek collectively
to build a new and better future for mankind.

The forty-fifth session is taking place amid epoch-making events throughout
the world, tending towards restructuring of the internatioral political order to
attain durable international peace anad stability, and mutual understanding and
co-operation within the world community of nations. We are indeed beginning a new
decade while standing on the threshold of a new worid political order and poised to
see the triumph of the visioi embodied in the Charter of the United Nations

The collapse of the edifice of the cold-war era must be not only a challenge
to us to rid ourselves of the remaining legacies of that period; it must also renew
and inspire our determination to consolidate the emerging spirit of co-operation by
translating the decisions of this body iantc practical action. Further, it must
underscore the urgent need to enhance the effectiveness of our Organization in its

rerformance of its noble tasks.



EF/10 A/45/PV, 25
39-40

(Mc. Lekhanya. Lesotho)

We note with deepest concern that, despite individual and cellective efforcs
to rehabilitate the economies of the developing world, the socio-economic situacion
is worsening, particularly in Africa. The problem of external indebtedness still
persists, and devaloping countries continue to be net exporters of resourcas to the
developed countries and multilateral financial inatitutions. The structural
2djustment programmes undertaken by most African countries under the auspices of
the International Monetary Fund and the World Bauk, in moat casez at heavy

political and social cost, have yet to yield siguificant results.
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It is our belief that the recent Declaration on Internatiomal Economic
Co-oparation, in particular the Revitalisation of Economic Growth and Development
of the Developing Countries, adopted at the eighteenth special session of the
General Assembly, will provide a framework, not only for the internatiomal
development strategy for the fourth United Nations development decade but also for
a new world agenda on the issues of cconomic co-operation and development,

The year 1990 marks the conclusion of the Uaited Nations Programme of Action
for African Economic Recovery and Development 19856-1990. The final review of the
programwe during the current session cf the Assembly must also critically oxaaine
the measuras that are nesded for accelerated growth and development for Africa in
the period that lies ahead.

Marking the fortieth anniversary of the multilateral technical co-operation
programme, 1990 is a significant occasion for renewed international commitment teo
the ideals of multilateralism. 7Ths success of tho historic mission of the United
Nations Development Programme in ths developing couatries has, in large mezsure,
been attributable to the basic characteristics of its assistance, namely,
responsiveness to the peculisr circumstances and priorities of the beneficiary
countries, and the grant nature of its support programmes. Ws appeal to the donor
community, especially the developed countries, to lend enhanced financial support
to the United Nations Development Programme.

Lesotho joins in the global ccnssnsus on the urgent necessity for combined
iaternational efforts to save our pPlanst from the looming catastrophe regulting
from the deterioration of ths world's enviromment. A number of regional
initiativas aimed at highlighting the nesd to give priority to environmesntsl issues
have been taken, including the Declaration by the African Heads of State, in July

last year, on the African Year of the Euviroument. The most important initiative,
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however, remains the United Wations Conference or BEnvironment and Developmont to be
convened in Brasil in 1992. It is our hope that that Conference will result in the
adoption of a global plan of action for harmonizing human development activities
and rational management. of the environment.

Lesotho remains convinced that the emerging world pelitical order of
partnership and collective endsaveur in confronting world problems cannct survive
tho turbulence of ite environs unless it is based on the universsl recogunition of
the primacy of law in internatiomal Telations. For this reason, we attach graat
importance to the proclamation by this Assembly of ths decade 1990-1999 as the
United Nstionas decads of peace and iaternaticusl low.

At this crucisl juncture in tho evolution of the history of mankind, we must
increasingly lend our collective support to the efforts that ars under way, in
various parts of the globe, to build & future for mankind in which the welfare and
dignity of the human person takes centre stage.

The internatiomal cemmunity would indeed have failed in its respoacibility if
it 4id not demcnstrate ita soliderity and practical support, both moral and
material, for the peoplas of Eastern Burope, Africa and Latin America that &re
engaged in the process of sccic-econcmic traniformation through democratiszaticn and
consolidation of democratic instituticns. Thesa efforts can succeed only if Que
reccgaition is wmade of the realities obtaining in individual countries and the
right of each nation to dovelop democratic ingtitutions suitable to its owm
socio-sconomic enviromment.

Ths linkige betwsen domccracy and devélopment has long bosn establishad. It
is against this buckground that we in Losotho have now embarked on a firm
initiative aimed at returning our couatry to full democrstic rule by June 1992. To

this end, a constituent assembly comprised of personalities representing virtually
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all shades of political persuasion in Lesothc has convened to work out a new
constitution for Lesotho, using the 1966 Lesotho independence Constitutien, which
18'55;68 on multiparty democracy, as a working model.

The issues of democracy aloae should not, however, constitute the radius of
cur interest in the humanitarian sphere. We hail as constructive the recent
convening of the World Summit for Children and the adoption of the World
Dsclaration ard Plan of Action for the child, which we believe will constitute a
new framework for our collective sefforts towards ensuring a better future for our
children in the 1990z and beyond.

Our concern with the deteriorating refugee situation, particularly in Africa
and other doveloping parts of tha world, has not diminished. In this regard, wve
derive graat eénccuragement from the Declaraticn by the Heads of State and
Goverament of the Organisation of African Unity in July this year, in vhich, among
other things, they Pledged their determination to make renewed efforte to eradicate
the root causes of the refuges problem in Africa.

Nhile the political complexicn of our globe is undergoing rapia change 2ad a
nsw climate of rapprochement and racomciliatiom is asserting itself, we cannot fail
to observe that the naw détente is 8till limited in 8cope and that the pace of
progress in reducing the world's &rserals of war and mass destruction remaing slow
at best,

We welccme the dramatic breakthrough made by the super-Powers on tha issue of
nuclear-arms rsduction. Regrettably, we witness at the same time a dangerous
escalation in the proliferation of both nuclear snd chemical warfare technology.,
Added to this is the intensified race by countries, including devuloping countries,
to accumulate conventional armements. In the process, scarce resources needed for

development are wasted.
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Lesotho particularly looks forward to the early conclusion of an international
convention on the prchibition and elimination of chemical weapons, which we believe
is one of the key issues facing the General Assembly at this forty-fifth session.

Recent world developmeﬁts have clearly demonstrated that there is a distinct
need for an effective mechanism by which the security of small nations must be
guaranteed under international law, ensuring noi omnly their protection but also
their ability to pronper with a modicum of econcmic development for their
survival. This underscores the necessity for a dual strategy by this world body,
involving, on the one hand, the elaboration of international agreements on the
security guarantees for these countries and, om the othar, the establishment, under
United Nations auspices, of a mechanism through which part of the resources
released as a result of disarmament measures could be devoted to the gconomic and
social advancement of all peoples, particularly those in the least developed
countries.

As the world steers off confrontational paths and extricates itself from
regjonal conflicts, the southern African subregion has nct lived in isolation from
these positive influences. We have witnessed in Namibia the victory of the
Namibian pecple in the struggle for their right tc self-determination and the
triumph of the principles of the United Mations Charter over the scourge of
colonialism,

Lesotho remains hopeful that all States Members of our Organization will
continue to demonstrate the requisite solidarity and commitment ir executing the
remaining part of our collective responsibility to WHamibia, which is to assist it

with material resources neoded for the consolidation of its independencé.
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The international community and the people of South Africa have travelled a
long way in their fight against apartheid. Only determination and conviction in
the right to freedom could sustain a people in such a bitter and fateful struggle
spanning a period of almost half a century. It is quite a long time since this
Assembly declared apartheid a crime against humanity, and yet only last year this
Assembly, in a special session, was still seized of the issue of its elimination.

We therefore cannot but welcome the long-awaited positive developments that we
ses unfolding in South Africa today towards the elimination of apartheid through
dialogue and peaceful negotistioa. The commencement of dialogue batween the
African National Congress of South Africa (2NC) and the Soutk African Government at
Groote Schuur, and later in Pretoria, was an epoch-making event, hopefully
prefacing the start of substantive constitutionai talks for the creation of a just
and democratic South Africa.

We commend Mr. Nelson Mandsla and the leadership of the ANC for the dignity
and statesmanship with which they have been able to advance the cause of peace,
justice and freedom since their raleass and return from exile. Equally, we applaud
- their uaflinching determination to leave to history the bitter memories of the past
and to marshall their energies towards creating a new, democratic South Africa,

We‘urge all anti-gpartheid organiszations, in particular the ANC and the Pan
Africanist Congress of Azania (PAC), ©o co-ordinate their efforts and to reach a
broad measure of consensus on strategies for a negotiated demise of apartheid. We
recognize the urgent need for the international community to enhance financial
support to these organizationa to assist them to rebuild and consolidate their
internal political structures within South Africa.

It has to be conceded that the pillars of gpartheid are still in place and

that the road ahead is not only difficult but very uncertain. We have reason,
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however, to believe that State President F.W. De Klerk has played a major role in
creating a new climate of hope for Scuth Africa, and for this he merits the
encouragement of this bedy.

Lesotho continues to be gravely concerned at the current wave of black
intercommunal violence in South Africa which, if it remains unchecked, may delay
the negotiation process towards the total eradication of apartheid.

We commend the imitiatives that are being taken by the Govermments of Angola
and Mozembique to solve their internal problems through peaceful dialogue. We are
hopeful that the international community will continue to assist these efforts in
the light of the prevailing spirit of international peace and co-operation.

Concerning the situation in Liberia, we cannot but register our support for
initiatives intended to bring an end to the civil war in that sister country.

The Kingdom of Lesotho has always held the coaviction that a lasting solution
to the issue of Western Sahara can only be realized through direct negotiations
between Morocco and the POLISARIO Front. We continue to support all the positive
efforts being made by the Organization of African Unity and the United Nations, as
well as the Non-Aligned Movement, towards finding a durable solution to the
question of Western Sahara, particularly in seesking to ensure that necessary
conditions for the holding of a rnational referendum prevail without any form of
constraint.

We welcome the growing realization by all the parties to the coaflict in
Cambedia that the time has now come to respond positively to the internatiomnal
efforts that arxe being made tc assist in bringing about a negotiated and
comprehensive settlement of the Cembodian problem. It is our hope that the
newly-created Supreme Natiomal Council will live up to all our expectations in

working for national reconciliation arnd an early restoration of peace and democracy.



rMB/12 A/745/PV.26
48

(Mr. Lokhanya, Lesotho)

Ne are coacerned at the impasse in the Middle Rast psace efforts and the
resultant escalating tension. The Assembly has the obligation to inject a new
leage of life into the positive efforts long initiated by the United Nations
towards realiszing durable peace in the region. The prinecipal goal should remain
the withdrawal of Israel from the occupied Arab territories and the convening of

- the Middle East peace confsrence.

The recent invasion and anmezation of Ruwait by Iraq has brought sbout & rew
and totally unacceptable situatiom in the Gulf area. We im Lesotho condemn this
act as not only illegal and poisomous to the prevailing spirit of interanational
détente, but also as a dangerous precedent for the continued existence and security
of small States. Lesotho stands in full suppurt of all the measures already takesn
by the Security Council

In our view, & lasting solution to the crisis can come about only through the
restorationr of the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Kuwait and the
unconditional withdrawal of Iraqi occupation forces. It is our hope that the
international co-operation that was elicited by this crisis can set the standards
for the action that is expectad of the internatiomnal community in future in
response to similar crises elsewhers.

Being a small State ourselves, we admire the indomitable spirit of the Xuwaiti
people in rasisting the Iragi aggreszion and resolutely coatinuing to maintain
their nationhood,

The unfolding new era of maturing international relations of peace and
stability is, to a large measure, attributable tec the increasing efficacy of the
United Nations system. It is therefore befitting to seize this opportunity to
express to our Secretary-General, His Excellency Peres de Cuellar, our feelings of
renewed confidence in his tirsless and praiseworthy efforts to promote and

strengthen interuatiornal peace ana ce-operation.
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We have just learned of the sad passing of the Prime Minister of the United
Aradb Emirates. On bshalf of the people and Government of Lesotho and on my owm
benalf, I offer our sincera condolonces.

The PRESIDENT: 0; behalf of the General Asaembly, I wish to thank the

Chairman of the Military Council and the Council of Ministers of the Kingdom of

Lesotho for the statement he has just made.

Mr. MAYNARD (Bshamas): I should like to congratuliste you, Sir, om your
election to the presidency of the forty-fifth session of the Gemeral Assembly.
Given your experienca and political skills, we are¢ confident that the affairs of
this Assembly will come to a successful corclusion under your wise leadership. May
I take this opportunity to express my asppreciation snd comgratulations to your
predecessor, Ambassador Joseph Garba of Nigeria, who was exemplary in his conduct
of the affairs of the Genoral Aszsembly.®

I also wish on behalf of the Goverument and people of the Commonwealth of the
Bahamas warmly to welcome Namibia and the Principality of Liechteastsin to
membership in the United Nations. I also extend our heartfelt congratulations to

Germany on its reunification.

» Mr. Sardenberg, Brasil, Vice-President, took the Chair.
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Our hope for a.more enduring world peace has bsen challenged by Irag's
invasion and cccupation of Kuwait. The Bahamas urges all nations involved to
exkaust every effort to resolve this situation without further violence. Central
to international relatioms are the prohibition of the threat or use of force, the
peaceful settlement of disputes and respect for sovereignty and territorial
integrity. These are principles which small States, such as the Bahamas, hold
dear. Hence, the Bahamas joined the woria community in denouncing the invasion and
occupation of Kuwait, and in calling for the immediate withdrawal of all Iraqi
troops and the restoration of the legitimate Government of Kuwait. The Bzhamas has
endorsed all action taken by the Security Council in this regard and, in
particular, it has undertaken to uphold the sanctions imposed under Security
Council resolutions until they achieve their desired results.

A comprehensive peace in the Migdle East is urgently nesded. Therefore, we
support tha coavening of an internatidnal peacs conference on the Middle East under
the auspices of the United Nations and involving all parties to the conflict. We
urge those directly concerned to create cenditions thst would emsure the success of
such & confarence. Wa &Gain reiterate ocur full Support for Israel's right to exist
within sscure and recoguized borders, and reaffirm our commitment to the right of
the Palsstinian pecple to self-determination.

Continuing viclence znd disssnsion lead us to conclude that the pillars of
apartheid remain intact. The opportunity presented by the conclusion of the
Pretoria Minute between the Govermmant of South Africa and the Africam National
Congress of South Africa (ANC) and ali efiorts to remove obstacles to regotiations
for a democracic, non-racial South Africa must be energetically pursued.

It is in this context that the Bahanas welcomad the consensus adoption by tke

Gensral Assembly at its sixteenth speciol session of the Daclaratiom on South
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Africa, which is drafted in full compliance with international principles. It
ought not ba that we adhers to these principles sometimes, disregard them at other
times and shun them in favour of yet other principles at other times. Sanctions
should not be lifted uuntil there is real and irreversible movement towards the
abolition of apartheid in South Africa. These conditions have not been met. The
Bahamas, thersfore, continues to support sanctions, and urges the international
community alsc to maintsir and renew its resolve.

The experisnce in Namibia clearly indicsted that change is possidble, even in
seemingly intractable situations. We have witnessed what could be accomplished by
a people's drive for self-determination, when supported by the commitment of the
internationsl community. The Bazhamas would now wish to see a commitment tc the
process of peace and democracy demonstrated teo the fullest extent in Haiti.

The Governmsnt and the people of Haiti have made clear their desire to move
their country forward on the road to democracy and development. The Heads of
Government of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM), meeting recently in Jamaica, once
again took note of this emccuraging position, and reiterated their unequivocal
commitment te the goala and cobjectives which Haiti had set for itself.

We believe that the Uaited Nations must also be actively involved in Haiti's
quest for democracy, and we ara confident that the Organization will overcome
attendant aifficulties and respord favourably to Haiti's request for security and
other assistance in the holding of elascticma.

We must envision more for Haiti. In kesping with the decision of the Heads of
CARICOM, the Bahamas would urge ths convening of an internstinal conference on the
reconstruction of Haiti, following successful democratic electioms in that
ceuntry. We believe that an effsctive solution to this situation will greatly

facilitate the maintonance of psace and stsbility in the entire Caribbean region.
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We are pleased that the 1988 Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances will comc.into force in November of this year.
The Bahamas stands ready to join qther Etates parties to the Convention in the
strict implementation of its provisions. We consider that action taken by the
Eighth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and Tresatment of
Offenders, specifically in the area of organized crime, and the adoptiocr of model
legislation in areas including extradition, will greatly facilitate the process of
implementing of many of the provisions of the Conventcion.

Startling and dramatic events in Latin America last year considerably elevated
the search for solutions to the illicit drug problem. This year has been one of
urgent and intense international activity, aimed at devising new strategies to
counteract the drug problem. At the seventeenth spacial session of the General
Assembly, convened in Pebruary of this year, the commitment to fight the scourge of
drug abuse was affirmed at the highest political level, as dsmonstrated by the
adoption by consensus of a political Declaration and a global programms of action.
Yo our satisfaction, it has been widely recognized that measures to reduce demaAd
must not be neglected and must be given equal emphasis with production and
trafficking.

The international community took the opportunity to review, at the level of
experts, the capacity of the United Nations to lezd the fight against drug abuse
and illicit trafficking and to arrive at a better understanding of the complex
illicit drug trade. Indeed, the Bahamas already has in place strong regulations
and laws aimed at counteracting money laundering and at forfeiture of the proceeds
of drug crimes. We are convinced that, with adequate safeguards to protect
legitimate international banking, we can deprive international drug cartels of the

proceeds of their evil trade, and deatroy their sele purpose for existing.
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Does the political will exist to halt and reverse the deadly eoffects of drug
abuse on our societies and to stem the violence it engenders? The answer must be:
"Yeos".

At the national level, the Bahamas follows a comprehensive strategy

encompassing interdiction efforts, preventics, public information, severe sanctions
. for drug offenders and compulsory testing for security forces. Our co-operation
with other States at the bilateral and multilateral levels, particularly in
operational activities, has been widely recognized as being sxemplary.

Consequently, the traffic in narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances into
and through the Bahamas has bsea drastically decreased, and there has been a
slowing, though not a halt, of drug abuse by Bshamians. We will continue to takq
vigorous naticnal action, and will join in internatiomal initiatives to make drug

control more effaective.
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The first year of the final decade of the twentieth century is ending with
signs of both hope and disiliusionment. The rise in the price of energy, the
massive incraaze in external-debt servicing and the loss of or reduction in
foreign-exchange earnings have all combined to make the 19808 a loat decade for
development. The United Nations and individual Member countries should pay
increasing attention to reversing that treud.

Indeed, in the Bahamas we work evend hardsr in traditional sconecmic sectors
such as tourism and banking. We follow the axicm that we must do better what we
know how to do well. We must make our good better and our better best. That has
certainly been our experience in tourism and financisal sarvices.

At the same timo; we continus to exploit every window of opportunity for
diversification, restructuring and iavestment. Ws seek investment not only in
agriculturef fisheries and tcurism, but also in the scphisticated service and 1ight
industrial sectors with high employment and export and import-substitution
potantial.

Political, social and economic stability is a critical element in naintaining
confidence and hence in stimulating investment and cutput. But stability alone is
not sufficient. The challenge is to shift our emphasic to the ecomomic and social
well-being of most of the planet and to keep it on & path of suztainabie growth, I
have therefore instructed my delegatiorn to focus more on ecoromic developmant and
investment promotion and on reorienting the Orgenization to dsal afresh and more
effectively with the economic issuss I have mentioned.

Because of important linkages with the economies of the United States of
Anerica, Canada, Japan and an intograted Eurcpe, the Bahamas ezpecially applauds
the determined efforts of those countries to bring their economies into balance and

encourages them to pursue a fresh and vigorous programme dramatically to increase
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and redirect real transfers of public and private finance, aid, technology and
trade o enhance world economic development.,

We invite the United Nations itself to &dopt a fresh approach and to tuke
another look at areas which have held out promise in the past but have yieldea
little success in the development of many developing countries. The Bahamas is of
the view that every effort must now be made to ensure that the 1990s is a decade of
opportunity. OCreater effort must be exerted to raorient the global economy to make
it more responsive to the needs of the developing world and to sustain growth and
davelopment.

The Bahamas is therafore eacouraged by the international comsensus on the
Declaration adopted by the sighteenth spocial sossion of the Generai Assembly., We
consider particularly relsvant its call for specialised agencies with specific
develcpmental mandates to play a vital role in intornational co-operation for the
revitalisation of development in the 1950s.

The importance of the Uruguay Round of multilateral trade negotiations to
alleviating the plight of daveloping countries cannot be exzggerated. Hence
comprehensive reform in aroas of trade of particular interest to developing
countries will become a realistic prospect. The Bahamas advocates work for the
successful conclusion of the Uruguay Round. In this viea the Bahamas hopes also
that the conclusions reached by mestings of the least devaloped countries in Paris
this yezr will help reverse their marginalization in the worla ConoOmy.

Strategies for development must also be environmentally sound. The Bahamas
firmly supports the Conference on Enviromment and Development, schedulsd to be held
in 1992. We are confident that the opportunity will be grasped not oaly to

consolidate current efforts to save the worid's eavironment frcm degradation, but
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to establish a now and effective régime for managing and safeguarding our
enviroument, particularly the marime environmant.

Member States are increasingly requesting the United Nations to asgume a
leadership role in a myriad of social, economic avd humanitarian questions. We
have collectively taken decisive stridas to address crucial international issues,
including drug abuse, illicit traZficking, debt, poverty, development, crime and
apRritheid. Commitment to the well-being of the children of the world was
reaffirmed by Heads of State and Government in the recent historic Summit for
Chilarex.®

High hopes and expectations are being placed in the United Natiors: yet itz
weak financial situation continues to jeopardiss its ability to parform.
Expectations must bo matched with requisite financial commitments. We hope that
arrears will be addressed as & matter of priority so that the Organisation may
csase having to juggle resources to survive. It is our jeint responsibility to
esasure the Organisation's operational efficiency so that its prospects for positive
accomplishment can be enhanced.

You see, the United Nations remains our best alternative to international
chaos and our bast approach to international order. Important new dynamics have
bsen intreduced by the rapprochemant of the super-Powers, and by dramatic events in
varicus parts of the world such as Eastern Burcpe 2nd Namibia. Coliective security
has been allowed to work for the first time. As a result, the Organisation has
besen greatly strengthened. As aiwvays, the Bahemas Pledges to continue to be a
comnitted and active participant in ail efforts to improve our Organisatiom and our

world.

L] The President returned to the Chair.
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AGENDA ITEM 154
ELECTORAL ASSISTANCE TO HAITI: DRAFT RESOLUTIOR (A/45/L.2)
IThe PRRSIDEET: I call on the representative of Bolivia, whe will

-~

introduce draft resclution A/45/L.2,



NE/ew A/45/PV,. 26
61
Me. NAVATAS MOGRO (Bolivia) (interpretation frem Spanich): Under agenda
item 154 I bave the honour to introduce the draft resclution in document A/45/L.2
en behalf of the delegations of the Bahanas, Belise, Colombia, Ecuador,
El Selvador, Jamaicm, Haiti, Horduras, Peru and Venesuazla and on behalf of my own
delegation, that of Bolivia.

This draft rescluti:xz was prepared bearing in mind the request of the
Presidant of the Provisional Governmant of Haiti, Mrs. Ertha Pascal Trouillot,
contained in letters addressed to the Secretary-General on 23 June 1990,

9 August 19906 and 14 September 1990, in which she reguested technical assistance
from the Unitad Nations for ths forthcoming electoral procass in her country.

The draft resolution contains the political stipulations and the basic
requivements for the requested taechnical assistance in the elections. It reaffirms
the scvereign right of the people of Haiti tc choose and participate freely in the
determination of their own destiny without any external interference with a view to
consolidating the country's damocratic institutionms. It raquests the
Secretary-Genersl, in co-operation with regional organizations and Member Statea,
to provids the Haitian Government with the broadest administrative and technical
assistance in the elactoral process. The co-operation that would be provided to
Haiti would include the preasence of persons to observe voter registration and
spscialized staff to obsorve the implementation of the electoral security plans.

In addition, the Araft resolution urges the intermational comaunity and
internationzl organisations to increase their techunicel, economic and financial
co-operation with Haiti, in order to support the Haitian pecple‘’s economic and

soclial development efforts.
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The view of the sponsors ¢f the draft resolution, and in particular the view
of the entire Latin American and Caribbean Group, is that the technical assistance
for the Haitian elections should be considerad as support for the domestic efforts
of the Haitian suthorities and a response to the request by Mra. Pascal Trouillot,
the President of the Provisional Government of Haiti, and that such assistance does
not have and should not have any connection with questions of international peace
and security.

Hence, we trust that the highest priority will be given to this draft
resolution, whose sole aim is to f&cilitato the electoral process in that sister
country of the Latin American and Caribbean region.

In this regard, Mr. President, I would request you to sae'how the adoption of
this draft resolution can he facilitated so that the Fifth Committee can take a
decision on its budgetary_implications with the urgency required.

Mr, AUGUSIE (Haiti) (interpretation from Prench): First of all, I
congratulate you, Mr. President, ou your election to guids the work of this session
of the General Assembly. I presentsd my credentials only yesterday, but I have
alraady noted the skill with which you have been conducting the proceedings ﬁere
since your election to.your post.

The question of Haiti is on the agenda. I thank particularly all the
Governments and the representatives and the countries which, in full awareness of
the situation, have done so much to ensure the submission of the draft resolution
before the Assembly this moraning.

I must say - and I emphasize this - that there is some urgency involved

because the question of assistance has been before ths United Natioms for more than
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four months., There is urgency beczuse registration for the elections began on
5 October 1990 and the elections themselves are Supposed to take place on
16 December 1990,

Generally speaking, it is felt that it is the third-world countries that
procrastinate and have no sense of time; but I must say that on this occasion the
question was brought before the United Nations in good time and that the procedurs
followed by the Provisional Goverzirent - headed this time by a woman,

Mrs. Ertha Pascal Trouillot - is in fact in accordance with United Nations rules
and regulations. Mrs. Ertha Pascal Trouillot addressed a letter to the
Secretary-General in which she stated very clearly and specifically the fields in
which assistance is being sought. She specified that what we need are observers
and experts with experience of Public order and security. It would be ar insult to
the many jurists in the Assembly to repeat the terms of that request. It was
discussed by the Latin American and Caribbsan Group. A draft resolution has been
submitted. It remains for me only to ask, on behalf of the Government - which this
time intends to provide all the precautions and guarantees mnecessary to make the
election credible, democratic and honest - that all members of the Assembly vote in
favour of this draft resolution and that in the very near future the constitutional
and procedural formalities be carried out to ensure its full implementation at the
appropriate time so that this country, which has helped many others, will in turn
be helped in these special circumstances.

In order nct to prolong this statement, I reserve the right to speak again if
necessary. I hope that I shall have to speak only for the purpose of expressing

tharke to the General Assembly.
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Ibe PRESIDENT: I urge the Chairmen of the Advisory Committea on
Administrative and Budgetary Questions and the Fifth Committee to act oxpeditiously
on this matter, this afternoon.
Members will appreciate the urgency of responding to the Haitian Goverament's
request for assistance. Accordingly, I plam to have the Assembly take up draft

resolution A/45/L.2 for action after the general debate at tomorrow morning's

meeting.





