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I , INTRODUCTION

1. The item entitled "Report of the United Nations Commission on International
Trade Law on the work of its twonty-third session” was included in the provisional
agenda of the forty-fifth session of the General Assembly pursuant to General
Assembly resolution 44133  of 4 December 1989.

2. At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 21 September 1990, the General Assembly, on the
recommendation of the General Committee, decided to include the item in its agenda
and to allocate it to the Sixth Committoe.

3. In connection with the item, the Sixth Committeo had before it the report of
the Commission, 11 which was introduced by the Chairman of the Commission at the
3rd meeting of ;he Sixth Committee, on 24 September 1990.

4. The Sixth Committee considered the item at its 3rd to 5th and 43rd meetings,
from 24 to 25 September and on 16 November 1990. The summary records of those
meetings (A/C.6/45/SR.3-5  and 43) contain the views of the representatives who
spoke on the item.
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I I . CONS I LIERATION OF DRAFT RESOLUTION

5 . At the 43x-d meeting, on 16 November, the representative of  Austria introduced
Ij dr‘rft r e s o l u t i o n  cnt.itlcd “Report.  of  the United Nations Commission on
Internat.ional  T r a d e  L,lw on t h e  w o r k  o f  it!; twent.y-third  s e s s i o n ”  (A/C.6/45/L.10),
sponsored by Arge!ltina,  _ A!lstrir1.I.~,_Al~.s.~~-ia1-. -.. . .._! .___.  ‘. .By?loEu-s~-nS_oylsBra7il S o c i a l i s t ,
Republi.c, Chilg,_Cyl)rus,  Cz~chaslo~.~ki;t,  ~c_n_mn.rk,__Egypt~~.Finland F r a n c e ,  Ger&any,,
Creeco, Cjuatnmal.3,. Hl!ngnry,-  _It~~ly,~..Keny_a,  .L~.sothp,_-I,i~y_an_Ay~~-_J~a_hiriva,~orocco,
tIet.hf?r lands, P.ol_a_!a,-.  Spain, Sweden ,._Turkey,-~~ne-~ue_l_a a n d  Y-ugoslavi3,  l a t e r  j o i n e d
by tii\hr,3:  n, C;t!ia_d_a,-.My,3-nmJr  a n d  Thnil-;larl.

b. A t  the sdme meut.inq,  the C o m m i t t e e c lopted  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n  A / C .  6/45/L.10
w i t h o u t .  a v o t e  ( s e e  para. 7i.

III. KECOM?‘ENDATTON  OF THE SIXTH COMMITTEE

7 . The Sixth Committee recommends to the Gcncr;ll  Assembly the adoption of  the
tollowinq d r a f t .  r e s o l u t i o n :

The. G_cner<r.l  Assembly,

R e c a l l i n g  i t s  r e s o l u t i o n  2 2 0 5  (IMI)  o f  1 7  D e c e m b e r  1 9 6 6 ,  b y  w h i c h  i t  c r e a t e d
t.he United  Nat ions Commission on International Trade Law with a mandate to further
the p r o g r e s s i v e  h a r m o n i z a t i o n  a n d  u n i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a w  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e  a n d
i n  t h a t  r e s p e c t  t o  b e a r  i n  m i n d  t h e  int.erests  o f  a l l  p e o p l e s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h o s e
o f  deve1opir.q count,ries, i n  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  development  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e ,  a s
wf-11 JS i t s  r e s o l u t i o n s 43/166  o f  9  December  1988  and  44133 o f  4  December  1989 ,

H e a f f i r m i n g  i t s  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  h a r m o n i z a t i o n  a n d  u n i f i c a t i o n
nf i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e  law, i n  r e d u c i n g  o r  r e m o v i n g  l e g a l  o b s t a c l e s  t o  t h e  f l o w  o f
i ntarnation‘tl  tr‘u-le, e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,  w o u l d
:;iqrlificnntly  contributr? t o  u n i v e r s a l  e c o n o m i c  c o - o p e r a t i o n  a m o n g  a l l  S t a t e s  o n  a
t);tsis r:f e q u a l i t y , e q u i t y  a n d  c o m m o n  i n t e r e s t  a n d  t o  the e l i m i n a t i o n  o f
tliscrimination  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e  a n d ,  t h e r e b y ,  t o  the w e l l - b e i n g  o f  a l l
pC<‘plPs,

Having cons idered  the  report  ot the  United  Nat ions  Commiss ion  on  Internat ional
Trade  L a w  o n  t h e  w o r k  o f  i t s  t w e n t y - t h i r d  s e s s i o n ,  2_/
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Mindful of the valuable contribution to be rendered by the United Nation:
Commission on International Trade Law within the framework of the United Nations
Decade for International Law, particularly as regards the dis:;emination  of
international trade law,

.1 .  Takes note  with aooreciatiog of the report of the United Nations
Commission on International Trade Law on the work of its twenty-third sessions

2. Reaffirms the mandate of the Commission, as the core legal body within
Fhe United Nations system in the field of international trade law, to co-ordinate
litgal act ivit ies  in this  f ie ld  in order to  avoid  duplicat ion of  e f fort  and to
promote efficiency, consistency and coherence in the unification and harmonisation
of international trade law and, in this connection, recommends tha;. the Commission,
through its secretariat, should continue to maintain close co-operation with the
other international organs and organiaations, including regional organisations,
act ive in the f ie ld  of  international  trade lawt

3. Calls uoon the Commission to continue to take account of the relevant
provisions of the resolutions concerning the new international economic order, as
adopted by the General Assembly at its sixth J/ and seventh fi/ special sessions:

4 . Reaffirms also the importance, in particular for developing countries, of
the work of the Commission concerned with training and assistance in the field of
international trade law and the desirability for it to sponsor seminars and
symposia, in particular those organized on a regional basis, to promote such
training and assistance;

5. Reauests  the Secretary-General, in consultation with the Commission’s
secretariat, to prepare a report with a view to analysing possible ways by which
assistance could be given to developing countries members of the Commission, in
part icular  to  least  developed countr ies , to attend meetings of the Commission and
its working groups, bearing in mind the arrangements that exist for United Nations
bodies generally, pursuant to resolution 431217, section IX, of 21 December 1988,
and to submit it to the General Assembly at its forty-sixth session;

6. &&e*ts its invitation to those States that have not yet done so to
consider signing, ratifying or acceding to the conventions elaborated under the
auspices of the Commission.

-----

--

3/ R e s o l u t i o n s 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI).

41 R e s o l u t i o n 3362 (S-VII) .


