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I . INTRGDUCTZON

1. The International Week of Science and Peace was first observed during 1986 as
part of the observance of the International Year of Peace. The organization of
events and activities for the week was undertaken as a non-governmental initiative1
the secretariat for the International Year of Peace was informed of the preparatory
activities and the final summary of events that occurred during the week. The
organizers sought to encourage the broadest possible international participation in
the observance.

2. Based on the success of the 1986 observance, the organizers continued their
e f f o r t s  i n  s u c c e s s i v e  y e a r s . In recognition of the value of this annual
observance, the General Assembly adopted resolution 43161 in December 1988, which
proclaims the “International Week of Science and Peace”, to take place each year
during the week in which 11 November falls. The General Assembly urged Member
States and intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations to encourage
re levant  ins t i tu t ions , associations and individuals to sponsor events and
activities related to the study and dissemination of information on the links
between progress in science and technology and the maintenance of peace and
security; urged Member States to promote international co-operation among
scientists and requested the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly at
i ts  forty-f i f th sess ion on the act ivit ies  and init iat ives  of  Member States  and
interested organizations in connection with the Week.

3. The present report has been prepared in response to that request, It  i s  based
on information received by the Secretariat as at 30 September 1990. Information
has been provided by Member States, permanent observers, specialized agencies of
the United Nations system and members of the non-governmental international
co-ordinating committee for the 1989 Science and Peace Week observance.

I I , HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 1989 OBSERVANCE OF THE INTERNATIONAL
WEEK OF SCIENCE AND PEACE

4, A wide variety of activities took place during the 1989 observance of the Week
from 6 to 12 November 1989. Tho majority of events was organized at universities
with both faculty and student participation. However , many conferences, round
tables and symposia wero open to the public and, in many cases, significant
coverage was provided by the media.

5. The central focus of the observance was on the links between sciontitic  and
technological development and peace. Scientists  of  both the physical  sciences and
the social  sciences organized conferences,  discussions,  round tables ,  seminars,
exhibits  and competit ions on different aspects  of  this  theme. In view of the
volume of  act ivi t ies  that  took place, a sampling of actual events is providod
here. More detailed information can be obtained from the United Nations
Secretariat ,
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6, In many universities and institutions the relationship of science and peace
was examined, Particular consideration was given to the role of scientists in the
promotion of peace. Some events focused on scientific responsibility and moral
considerations in the performance of’scientific research, Seminars, conferences
and round tables were organioed on science and peace in the Byelorussian Soviet
Social ist  Republic , at  univers i t ies  in Chile ,  in China,  Cuba,  Jamaica,  k~xico,
Japan and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. The round-table discussion
organiaed in Jamaica was televised and a special supplement was included in major
newspapers featuring articles on science and peace.

7. Issues of disarmament, arms control, and international and regional securdty
provided a focus for activities in many countries. In Hungary, the Faculty of
Natural Sciences of Eotvos Lorand  University sponsored a discussion of the arms
race from the point of view of the natural sciences, while lectures at the
Semmelwefs  University Medical School addressed the psychological effects of the
nuclear threat. A one-day conference entit led ‘*The Limits  of  our Defence”  took
place at Umea University in Sweden. In the USSR, the Academy of Sciences of
Turkmen SSR and the Committee of Soviet Scientists for Peace and against the
Nuclear Threat sponsored a regional conference , which launched an appeal to
concerned organizations and inst itutions to support  an init iat ive entit led “Deserts
of the world - a nuclear-free zone”. At Kiev and Leningrad State Universities, the
Leningrad Polytechnical Institute and the Moscow Institute of Aviation, seminars
and discussions were held on aspects of military conversion. In the United
Kingdom, discussions and talks were organized in Bristol, London and Norwich on
issues such as “Non-provocative Defence” and military funding of university
research, In the United States a symposium on “The Effects of the Arms Race on
Public Health in the USA” was organized at ths Albany campus of the State
University of Now York.

8, Questions of philosophy and ethics were also considered in the context of
Science and Peace Week. In Argentina, a symposium on Ethics in Modern Society was
jointly organiaed by the University of Buenos Aires, the University of Sgo Paulo
(Braa’il)  and the Brazilian Society for the Advancement of Science and the Regional
Office of Science and Technology for Latin America and the Caribbean of the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). The Institut
de la Vie of the Free University of Brussels sponsored a one-day conference, which
included a half-day session devoted to the subject “Towards a Global Ethic - a
Responsibi l i ty  of  Universit ies?” I n  Piss,  I t a l y , a panel discussion took place
concerning “Ethical Issues of Scientific and Technological Development”, Japanese
novelist, Oe Kenzaburo, gave a talk on the humanism of peace at the University of
Tokyo. With co-sponsorship by UNESCO, the Polish quartsrly Mica ana
organised the First International Symposium on Universalism, which resulted in the
establishment of the International Society for Universalism. In the USSR a
conference was held on the philosophical problems of social ecology, and an
international seminar was organized  on the ethics of non-violence.

9. An important topic for discussion was the relationship of scientific and
technological progress, peace and the environment. In the Byelorussian SSR,
teachers ’ associations and student clubs held lectures and discussions on nature
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and socio-economic consequences of the scientific and technical revolution for the
promotion of peace, prevention of war and conservation of the environment. The
Cuban United Nations Association and the Higher Technical Institute of the Province
of Cienfuegos sponsored the planting of a peace tree during the week. The
Institute of Nuclear Research of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences hosted a talk on
“The Greenhouse Effect” in Debrecen, Hungary. In Japan, a symposium on
‘*Environmental problems and global peace” was held at Saitama University and a
teach-in and lecture on forest destruction took place at Tsuda-Jyuku University in
Tokyo, The Universities of Delft and Utrecht in the Netherlands organized lectures
or seminars on the relationship between environmental problems and international
security.

10. The relationship of peace, scientific and technological progress and
development provided an additional focus for discussion. In Cienfuegos, Cuba, an
exhibit on the United Nations system focused on the role of the Organization i:1
scientific development and the promotion of peace. The Minister of Development,
Planning and Production of Jamaica issued a special statement on peace and
development for the observance of the Week. Observance of the Week led to the
organization of a later event in Mexico, the “First International Seminar on
Education for Peace and Development”. Sponsored by the National Polytechnical
Ins t i tute , the seminar took place in March 1990 and consisted of public lectures,
an exhibit and the screening of several films. In Moscow displays at the
Exhibition of the Economic Achievements of the USSR featured information on
international co-operation in the use of science and technology and its
contributions to social and economic development.

11. In addition to conferences, seminars and discussions during the Week, a
variety  of  special  act iv i t ies  took place . In Chile the Hernan  Olguin prize for
scientific journalism was presented. Chinese Central Television bro,ldcast  a
cultural evening programme entitled “Science and Peace” and children were given
free admission to the Children’s Sciencea  Centre throughout the week. A
commemorative envelope was issued by the China Stamp Corporation. A t h l e t e s
participated in a Marathon for Peace in Cienfuegos, Cuba. In Japan 80 scientists
s igned an appeal  for scientif ic  and public  participation in the Week1  they also
established a co-ordinating committee for Japanese observance of the Weok.

12. In many countries, the media contributed to the observance of the Week by
covering local or national events related to Science and Peace Week, publishing
special  art ic les  on relevant issues and televis ing interviews,  round tables  and
talks related to science and peace,

13. Many events were organized with emphasis on international participation and/or
co-operation. International symposia were organized in Hiroshima and Tokyo  with
the participation of  eminent international  scientists . In the USSR a display
related to the space programme highlighted the contributions of astronautics t.0 the
solution of current global problems and indicated projects for international
co-operation in the further exploration of outer space.
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I I I . CONCLUSIONS AND FUTURE PLANS

14 * In many countries, tho observance of International Science and Peace Week
promoted greater awareness of the positive potential of science to contribute to
peace. This awareness can lead to increased public discussion and debate as woll
(3 ‘, more informed and practical action at the local and xlational levels, Observance
of the Week also encourages further research  into the relationship between science
and peace, contributing to academic analyses from both a single discipline and from
multi-discipl inary perspectives  as  wel l .

15. Observance of the Week serves as a complstnent to and stimulus for additional
act ivit ies  at  dif ferent  t imes during the year. Public  interest  in related peace
and security events such as the International Day of Peace, Disarmament Week and
Environment Day is encouraged through the wook-long focus on science and peace.
Greatur public participation in such events, particularly in schools  and
institutions of  higher learning, can be a positive source of citizen action and
support throughout the year.

16. The Week provides a valuable opportunity for undertaking various types of
international co-operation, Because  of  i ts  l imited duration,  specif ic  projects  can
be undertaken or more long-term programmes launched in the context of the Week. A
primary aim of the observance of the Week is to generate greater international
scienti f ic  co-operation. Such co-operation will develop gradually and Science and
Peace Week provides an occasion of limited c¶urat!on for seeking new fortns of
international  col laboration,

17 * Several Member States have infortnod the Secretariat of plans for Participation
in the 1990 observance of International Science and Peace Weok. Relevant
ins t i tu t ions  in  Austr ia  md Sonognl have  indicated the ir  i n t e n t i o n  to  organize
events for the Week. The Phil ippine National Science Society,  together with the
National Academy of Science  and Technology, is organizing a eymposium on Scientific
and Technological Developmont for Progress and Peace. There yce also tentat ive
plans for a second symposium which would culminate in a stage presentation during
the observance of the Week. The  Pontificni  Acodc‘ny o f  Sc i ences ,  in  t h o  n a m e  o f  the
Holy see, wil l  continua  its  work related to the contributions of  scionco to the
real izat ion of  peace. UNESCO has expressed interest in publishing information
about programmos and projects undortnkon in observance of the r)oak.

18, The scientists who compose the international co-ordinating committoe for the
Week have indicated  interest in meeting togothor  in ordor to oxchongo  ~!xporiancos
and opinions on pa:;t; ohsorvancoa of the Wook and to discuss plans for thft Future.
Particular attention would be given to ways of brondoning  participation  in the
observance and encouraging greater international co-operation. Tho Peoco Studios
IJnit of  the Department  of  Pol it ical  and Security Council  Affairs  of  tho Socrotarint
1s currently exploring the feasibi l i ty of  organizing such a meeting.

19. The annual obsorvtinco of the International Week of Science and Pence is making
an itnportan’ contribution to the promotion of peace. Tho Week encourages greater
acndomic exchange on a subject of rlni$orsol importance  while also generating
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greater awarenetis  of  the relat ionship of  science and peace  amosg  the genera l
public. BasotS  on observances of Science an8 Peace Week to date, it may be expected
that partic ipation each year wil l  increase, contributing to  greater international
understanding and opportunities for co-operation in the applicat!.ons of science for
the promotion of peace throughout the year,
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