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INTERNATIONAL ACTION TO COMBAT DRUG AIIIJSE AND 11,LtCI'I  THAYFICK1NC

OFFERS BY MEMBER ;<TATES  OF S'I‘[JDY  AND TMALNlNG FACJl,IT I KS FOR
INHABITANTS OF NON-SE1.k'. WVEHNIN~: TEHKI'I'(>RlES

On behalf of the seven South Pacific Forum count.rieJ that. are also Members of
the IJnited Nations, namely, Australia, Fiji, Now Zoilland,  Papua New Guinea, Samoa,
Solomon Islands and Vanuatu, I have t:he honour to request that the attached
lcument, the final communique of the Twenty-first South Pacific Forum, held at
,,rt Vila, Vanuatu, from 31 July to 1 Auqust 1990, be circulated ds au official
document of the General Assembly under items 18. 33, 34, 43, 48, 57, S&, 02, 83,
84, 09. 106, 111 and 118 of the provision,\1 agun&+.

(SicJwd) Robert.  k’. VAN I,'IEROP
Amhilssndor

Pormnnent Reprosc>ntative
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The Twenty-First South Pacific Forum was held in Port Vlla, Vanuatu,

from 31 July to 1 August 1990, and was attended by Heads of Government of

Australia, Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, Kiribatl, Nauru, New Zealand, Niue,

Papua New Guinea, Republic of the Marshall Islands, Tuvalu,  Vanuatu and

Western Samoa. The Cook Islands and Solomon Islands were represented by

their Deputy Prime Ministers, Tonga by its Minister for Foreign Affairs and Defence

and Vanuatu by its Minister of Forelgn Affair8  and Judicial Services. The Prime

Minister of the Republic of Vanuatu, lion Fr Watter t-l Llnl, CBE, MP, chaired the

meeting which was officially opened by the President of the Republic of Vanuatu,

His Excellency Frederick Timakata.

2. Forum Heads of Government discussed the following key issues:

e strengthening the region’s capacity to address environmental concerns;

m ensuring more effective management of regional fisheries resources;

w responding to recent political developments In New Caledonia:

addressing the future of regional tourism and energy programmes; and

a considering major economic and political concerns to be dlsc%sed with

the Forum Dialogue Partners.

BEBT COPY AVAILABLE
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ENVIRONMENT

3. The Forum recognised the fundamental importance to Pacific countries
and peoples of environmental iSSUeS, particularly Climate change, sea level rise
and waste disposal at sea. It also recognised that sustainable developmert was
the key to the protection of the region’s resources and environment for future
generations. The Forum further agreed that strengthened institutional
arrangements should be developed to address environmental concerns. Towards
this objective, the Forum agreed to establish a special committee, to be funded by
New Zealand, to examinct  future institutional and operational arrangements for
strengthening the capacity and efficiency of SPREP. The Forum invited SPREP to
report to it on an annual basis commencing in 1991,  In addition the Secretariat
should have enhanced capacity to keep abreast of environmental issues.

4. The Forum noted with satisfaction recent ratiflcatlons  of the Convention
for the Protection of the Natural Resources by France and Western Samoa, a result
of which the Convention will enter into force on 22 August 1990.

5. The Forum noted the continued threat to the cultural and physical
survival of Pacific nations from climate change and sea level rise. The Forum
recalled that the gases which cause the greenhouse effect, notably carbon dioxide,
are emitted mainly by the industrialised  countries.

6. The Forum therefore strongly urged Industrialised countries to enact
immediately significant cuts in the emission of greenhouse gases into the
atmosphere, including the establishment of obligatory emission reduction
standards. The Forum agreed to communicate these concerns to all relevant
international bodies, including the United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP),
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), and the World Climate
Change Conference (WCC).

7. The Forum affirmed the importance of a greater regional capability to
contribute to international action on environmental  issues. It agreed that every
effort should  be made to ensure Forum Island Country representation at major
international conferencea,  including the forthcoming UN Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change rind the Wgrld Climate Change Conference and meetings
leading up to the IV? UN Conference  on Environment and Development. The
Forum expressat xiation to New Zealand for its commitment of an additional
NZ$500,000 in ‘5. i and NZ$l  million in 1991192 In support of SPREP and
related regional action such aa identifying World Heritage Sites and an inventory
on species and ecosystems at risk. The Forum also noted progress on the
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implementation of the Australian climate and 888 level monitoring project in the
region, and Kiribati’s parkipatlon  In the Male Declaration Action Group,

8. The Forum welcomed the progress being made at the Conference on
Disarmament in Qeneva towards the conclusion of s?n international conventron  to
ban chemical weapons. lt reaffirmed its desire for the Rarly  conclusion of a
verifiable, comprehensive and global convsntlon which would ban chemical
weapons  from all environment8 for all time. The Forum reaffirmed its strong
support for the Chemical Weapons Regional Initiative.

9. The Forum also noted with satisfaction that Papua New Qulnea  had
become the eleventh Forum member to ratify the South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone
Treaty.

FISHERIES

10. The Forum was gratified by the impetus given by fhb 1989 Tarawa
Declaration on the eliminatlon of drlftnet fl8hlng. The Declaration had been
followed in quick  succession by the adoption of the Conventlon for the ProhibitIon
of Long Driftnets in the South Pacific and a United Nation8  reaorution  against
driftnetting. The Forum continued to give high prlorlty to the more effective
management and better utillsatlon  of marine  fishery reaourcea  in trie region  and
adopted a number Of decision8  on lS8UeS  Of Immediate concern and importance.

(a) Control of Long Drlftnets  In the South Psclflc;

The Forum:

- endorsed the Convention for the ProhIbItIon of Long DrIftnets  in the
South Paclflc

- called on all interested  par-tier, to accede to the Ccnvention  or Its
Protocols a8 appropriate

I welcomed Japan’8 dOcf8iOn to cea8e drlftnettlng  one ysar In amnce
of the date stipulated In UNQA R88olution  225

- dlrected that every effort be made to find mean8 to lnvoive Taiwan in
negotiations for a management regime  for South Pacific Albacore
Tuna

/ . . .
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(b) Muitll8t8r8l  Flrhlng Arrangwnontr  with J8prn;

The Forum:

I recorded its disappointment at Japan’s continuing  reluctance to enter
into substantive negotiations  towards the conclusion of 6 multilater&l
fisheries access arrangement  which would protect WWiSS
resources and the interests of all parties

. renewed its call to Japan to resume negotiations

I directed the FFA to strengthen and develop regional strategies for
improved fisheries management

(0) Mlnlmutn  Tormr 8 n d  Condltlonm  f o r  Accorr b y  Foralgn
Flrhlng Voarolr;

. Forum members agreed to give high priority to the implementation of
the revised Minimum Terms and Condittons as the bask standerd of
access to the FFA members’ EEZs

(d) Wwtwn  P8olflo Purr8  Solno Flrh8ry;

The Forum:

. noted with conc6m  the polenllal threat to the western Pacific  fisheries
by the increased purse seine effort

. l ndoned the need to control the number of purse seine vessals
Jicenced to fish withln the EEZs of FFA member8 in the western
Pack fishery

(0) RItlfk8tlOfl  Ot the L8W Of the 8.8 cOtIV@ntlOt’L

- The Forum uqjed all member countrt;as, 88 a matter of @Odty, to take
meawres to ensure the entry into force of the Law of the Sea
Convention.

/ . . .



NEW CALEDONIA

Il. The forum reviewed developments affecting New Caledonia since  thtj
last Forum. In this connection, it reaffirmed the importance of the universal
realisation of the right of p8oPleS  t0 self-determination in accordance with the
Charter  of the United Nations, and noted that the year !ggO marks the thirtifrih
anniversary of the historic Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and p8Ople8, and the commencement of the International
Oecade for the Eradication of Colonialism. It al80 noted the pcsitive  measures
which continue to be pursued in New Caludonla  by the French authorities, in
cooperation with all sectors of the population, to promote politlcel,  economic and
social development In the territory, In order to provide a framework for itrr peaceful
gvotutan  to self-determindtlon.

12. The Forum acknowledged the close llnks which extat  between the
people of NOW Caledonia, partkularly  the indigenous Kanaks, and other peoples
of the South Pacific, and the positive actions being laksn by the French outnorltiee
and others to facilitate the further development of those Ilnkrr.

13. The Forum urged all the paMs Involved, in the lnteresls of all the
people of New Caledonia, to malntaln, In a spirit of harmony, their dielo~ue,  and
continue promoting a framework for the peaceful evolution  ot the territory toward
an Act of Self-Oetermlnatlon, consistent with United Nations prlnclples  and
practices, in which all optlone, lnctuding  Independonco,  are open, and .\lhlch
would safeguard the rlghte of the Indigenous Kanaka and thosa c,f all other New
Caledonian&

14. Forum Qovernmenls expressed the hope that the French rulhorltles,

and othrn, would further expand thslr asrlatanco tar rduca!lon  and training
opportunltlao  for the Kanak population, In order to enable air New Caledonlans  to
exercise their right of self-determlnation  under the br&t parrlble condlllon8. T$ey
also expreraed  the hope tnat the French authorllles would facllltate  regular vMt8  10
New Caledonia by visltlng mlasions  of the United N8liOn6.

15. The Forum took rlote of the Asla/Pac)tlc Regional Seminar of the Unltrd
Nations  Special Committee on the lmplementatlon  of the Qoclaratlon  on the

Granting of Independence to Colonial  Countries and Peoples,  held In Pot~ Vila,
VWMtU,  from Q-1 1 May 1990,  and the various prOpOSak and r9COmmeIIdatiOnR

/ . . .
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made by partlclpanta ln the Samlnar,  a6 set forth ln the Summary of Dlacuralona
thereon. The Forum, noted that many of the remalning  non self-governing
terrltorlea  are In the South Paclflc,  and urged that the Secretary-Qeneral of the
United  Natlona, or a !IpeCially  designated representative of the Secretary-Qeneral,
visit,  at the outset of the Decade for the Eradlcatlon of Colonlallem,  eaoh of the
terrttorles  which remain  on the Unlted Natlons list of non aelf-governlng  territorler;.
The Forum further urged that an extensive study be undertaken by the Unlted
Nations of the remalnlng non self-governing  terrltorlaa, and the results widely
distributed.  The Forum al80 proposed that countrlea be requested to consider
adoptlng  lugi8latlOn  to promote and safeguard the human rights of peoples llvlng

under colonlall8f?I~

10. In order to ensure that satisfactory  ,roqrese Is malntalned 1q the
implementation  of the MatlQnOn Accords, the Forum establlahed  4 Mlntsterlal
CommIttee  comprlalng Fljl, Nauru and Solomon Islands to monitor events withln
New Caledonia aa it move8 toward an Act of Self-Determination. Informal
consultations wlth polItIca:  groups wlthln New Caladonla  durlrlg  annual meatlnga
of the Forum would b8 continued.

17. The Forum further, dlrected  that the OffIcIala Commlttee established to
make recommendations to the 1991 Forum on Olalogue  arrangement8 ahould also
conalder and report on poaalble change8 to exlatlng criteria and formulae for
partlclpatlon In the Forum by non relf.governlng  terrltortaa  of the raglon.

18. The Forum revlowed  reglonal  rnergy  programmea and aotlvltlaa.  It
agreed that all energy actlvltlea ahould be manrgod  by the Forum Secretariat
rather than by the eatabllahmant of q separate  reglonal  energy agency. The Forum
atreaaad tha Importance of raglonal energy programmer and urged UNDP to
continue  it8 support for thoao  programmes.

TOURIBM

1Q. The Forum recognlaod  that the development of the tourlat Induatry wad
ot major economic algnlflcancs to the raglon  and conaldend  machanlama to ilnk
the Tourism Council of the South Paclflc (TCSP) wlth the Forum. It directed the
Secretariat  to recommend meaaurea  for achlevlng thla elm, In consultation wlth
TCSP, and to report to the 1991 Forum.

/ . . .



SOUTH PAI;It=IC  OROANISAT1ONS COORDlNATlNQ COMMITTCE
(SPOCC)

20. The Forum expressed SatisfaCtiOrt with the Improved cooperation
between regional ofoanisatlons through SPOCC and agreed thrt exlstlng
arrangements be retained, with the SKXetklriat  provldlng the overall COOrdinatiflQ

role.

rPOST=FORUM DIALOOUE

21. The Forum took cognizance of the rapld changes in the InternatIonal
polltlcal  and economic  situation, In particular,  the recent developments In Eastern
Europe and the Impending Implementation of the Slngla  European Act In 1992, all
of which could have a 8igniflCant  impact on the region. The Forum agreed that the
Secretrrlat  should monltor such developments and aaalat tha Forum In regieterlng
Ita contlnulng  concarr\a  and Interests In the lnternatlonal  community.

22. To thla end, the Forum agreed to continua  the Poat=Forum  Dialogue with
Canada, China, France, Japan, the Unlted Kingdom and the United States al
Amerlcr. It also agreed to invlte the Europran Communlty to partlclpate  In the
Poet-Forum DialOgUa  at MkilaterhIl  level  in 1991. In the context  of a auggertion to
Include the Federal Aapubllo  of Qermrny (FRQ) and the Republic of China (ROC)
rmong Dialogue  Partnera, the Forum decided that a Commlttee  of OfflcJala  should
oxrmlno the crlterla for future Poet-Fcrum  Dialogue Partnon and report to the
Twenty-Second South Paclflc  Forum.

DIBAQTtR PRCPARCDNC88 AND COORDINATION

23. In recognlalng the reglon’a  vulnorablllty  to ayutonoa  and othrr natural
dlaaaten, the Forum afflrmad  that appropnato stops be taken In tho area  of dlaaatar
preparadnoaa.  The Forum also recognlaed  the need for closer cooperation
between organlaatlona  and natlonal governments Involved In the provl8lon  of
aaai~trnco in dlaaatar  preprrednosa  and rehrbllltrtlon  and dlreoted the Secntrrlat
to undertake a greater coordlnatlorr  role.

COMMITTEC!  ON RLOIONAL IILCURITY INFORMATION CXCHANQE

24. While it was recognised that many aspects of law enforcement were thu
prerogative of national governments, some aspects such 88 drug related crimes
extredltion and custorna could be addrsqsed more effectively at the reglonrl level

/ . * .
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The Forum agreed that the Committee  OH Regional Security Information Exchangb

be revived to consider the needs and priorities of member countries in the eree of
law enforcement cooperation.

M E D I A  I S S U E S

25. The Forum agreed that while many of the issues arising out of the South
pacific Regional Media Workshop held in February 1990 could be considered only
at the national level, it would be appropriate for the Secretariat to undertake a
further review to identify dction  that mir,ht be taken at a regional level.

FORUM COUNTRY INITIATIVES

26. The Forum discussed at length the Johnston Atoll Chemical Agent
Disposal System  (JKADS) While agreeing with the destruction of existing
chemical weaponc ‘.e plans by the United States to destroy at that facility
chemical weapons now stored on Johnstol Atoll, along with others that may be
found within the region and those to be shipped from FRO, posed a serious
dilemma for Fcrum Loac-r-s.

27. This was another example of the Pacific being used by the major
weapons producing states a8 an experimental area. While the Fdrum accepts.?
that in this instance it was the destruction rather than the development of lethal
wearNns  which was being undertaken, this did not alter the fundamental Issue of
principle. The Forum Heads of Government declared that the Pacific Ocean and
the islands in It should not continue to be used as a convenient area for the
development, storage, dumping of disposal of hazardous materials, Including
chemical weapons, particularly from outside the region.

20. While  noting the stringent precautions being taken by the United States,
the Forum remained concerned by the subatantlal potential risks to the
environment and peoples of the Pacific of the whole operation, including, in
particular, shipments of chemical weapons stockpiles from FRO. On the basis of
these significant uncertainties and riska,  the Forum expressed grave concern for
the fragile environment  and ecosystems of the region, not least in relation to
marine resourcB8 and the island communities they sustain.

29. The Forum therefore called for early discussions with the United States
on all aspects of the JACADS operations including the shipment of stockpiles from
FRG, prior to commencement of the operation.



PRESIDENCY OF THE UNITED  NATIONS GENERAL. ASSEMBLY

31. The Forum unanimously endorsed the candidacy of thg Foreign Minlstcr

of Papua New Guirltia, the Rt Hon Sir Michael Somara,  for the position of

President of the 46th ~~xsion of the United Nations General Assrjmbly.

5i0~~HERt-4  AFRICA

32. The Forum expressed satisfaction with Narnlbla’s successful transition to

political independence, earlier this year. Heads of Government congratulatea the
Government and People of the Republic of Namrbra on the attainment of their
political independence. They also commended the Fronfline States, the
Organisation of African Unity, the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, and the
United Nations for the positive and constructive roles they played in Namibia’s
political evolution.

33. The Forum also expressed great satisfaction with the release from
prison of Mr Ner’son Malldela and called upon the authorities currently governing
South Afica to release all political prisoners, and to take the further steps ,nhich
would signal a commitment to the profound and irreversible charlges necessary to
accelerate the process of dismantling the apparatus of apartheid. and eliminate the
vestiges and effects of apartheid. Until such time, the Forum calls upon the

international community to continue the sanctions already imposed upon South

Africa, and to explore other avenues of bringing a rapid end to the system of
apartheid.

34. The Forum requested its Chairman to forward copies of this declaration
to the Cilairman  of the Frontline  States, the Chairman of tht,  Organisation of

African Unity, the Chairman of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, and the

Secretary-General oi the United Nations.

/. . .



SMALL ISLAND STATES COMMITTEE

35. In view of the particular difficulties faced by the small island country

members of t!~ Forum, it was agreed that the Cnmmrttee  on small island states be
rqvlved to consider measures for providing assistance to these Forum members
and that a report be prepared for the 1991 Forum.

REPORTS  OF REGIONAL ORGANISATIONS

36.

(1)

(2)

(31

(4)

(5)

(6)

The Forum received and adopted annual repotis of:

Director of the Forum Fisheries Agency

lntenm Director of the Pacific islands Development Program

Director of the South Pacific Applied Geoscience Commission

Vice-Chancellor of the University of the South Pacific

Secretav General of the Forum Secretariat

Coordinator  of the South Pacific Regional Environment Programma

DATE AND VENUE OF NEXT WETING

37. The Forum accepted with appreciation the offer by the President of the

Federated States of Micronesia to host the Twenty-Second South Pacific Forum in

1991.


