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REVI EW OF THE | MPLEMENTATI ON oF THE DECLARATI ON ON THE
STRENGTHENI NG OF | NTERNATI ONAL SECURI TY

DEVELCPMENT AND STRENGTHENI NG OF GOCD- NEI GHBOURLI NESS
BETWEEN STATES

Note verbale dated 23 March 1990 fromthe Permanent Mission of
Romania to the United Nations addrejzged to the Secretary-General

The Per manent Missionof Romania to the United Nations presencs its
compliments to the Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations and hasthe honour to
transmt herewith the text of the statement issued by the Government of Romania on
21 March 1990 in connection with the recent events in the north-west of the country
(see annex).

1t woul d be greatly appreciated ifthe present note and its annex were
circulated as an official document of the General Assenbl y under items 71 and 142
ofthe prelimmnary |ist.
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ANNEX

Statenent issued on 21 March 1990 by the Government of Rommnia

In connection with the events that have taken place during recent days in
certain areas of the north-west of Romania, the Romanian Governnent states the
fol | ow ng.

The people of our country have followed with concern the serious events that
have occurred since 15 March 1990 in a series of cities and villages in
Transylvania, and which culnmnated with the manifestations of violence in the
muni ci pal city of Tirgu-Mures.

The Romanian Government is of the viewthat a correct and objective assessment
of the situation can only be based on the precise know edge of the way in which the
facts have occurred.

On the occasion of the 142nd anniversary of the beginning of the
1848 revolution in Budapest, the authorities of the Republic ofHungary requested
the authorities of Romania to allew the Hungerian Ambassador to Bucharest and his
deputy to lay flower weaths at the nonuments to Nicol ae B&lcescu and
Sandor Petofi, prominent personalities of that revolution, in the cities of
Mercurea Guc, Cristuru Secuiesc, Tirgu-Mureg and Albesti. The Romanian
authorities created the necessary conditions for that request to be satisfied.

Unfortunately, this anniversary occasion was used by the citizens of the
Republic of Hungary who, on 15 March, crossing the border with Romania in massive
nunbers and, in nunmerous Romanian Cities, including Satu Mare, Tirgu-Mures and
Sovata, ostentatiously hoisted Hungarian State flags, proceeded to replace
Romani an-1 anguage signs of cities and villages, commercial units and public
institutions, and instigated manifestations by songs and provocative slogans,
woundi ng the national sentinents of the Romanians

In the city of Satu Mare, about 4,000 Hungarian citizens participated in the
hoi sting of the Hungarian flag on the catholic Cathedral, as well as_ in the
desecration of Nicolae Bilcescu's statue. On a sign at the entrance to the city,
the official name of "satu Mare" was replaced by a Hungarian name. In the city of
Tirgu-Mures, the ceremony of laying weaths was used by instigators - citizens of
the Republic of Hungary - to hoist the Hungarian national flag and anti-Romanian
sl ogans on various buildings.

The Romanian popul ation majority received with concern these actions, which
obviously went beyond the framework of a solemn conmenoration, taking the form of
open attacks on the national feelings of the Romanian peopl e.

During the following days, the tension and the acts of violence escalated in

the city ofTirgu-Mures because of the nationalistic, chauvinistic and revisionist
instigations against Romania.

leon



A 45/ 180
English
Page 3

The Romanian Government took the necessary measures to restore camand public
order in all cities and villages in the area

The inmplementation ofthese nmeasures was unfortunately underm ned by actions
undertaken by officials of the Republic of Hungary, which culnminated with the press
appeal addressed by the provisional president Matyas Sziiros on 18 March 1990 to the
ethnic Hungarians in Romania, calling on themto intensify their activity and to
organi ze thenselves as if Transylvania were an "ancestral Hungarian |and".

The. same patronage was provided for the wide propaganda actions carried out by
the authorities of the Hungarian state on the territory of Romania by sending
cul tural assistance consisting of great quantities of school textbooks in the
Hungarian |anguage, but also sending, unfortunately, history and geography studies
as well as books and posters, presenting Transylvania as a conponent part of
Hungary.

As a result, a situation was created in which earlier denonstrations held
jointly by the Romanians and the ethnic Hungarians of Romania in support of the
December 1989 revolution degenerated into extrem st actions that have increased
anxiety, tension and suspicion and that do not serve in any way the interests of
our citizens, both Romanians and ethnic Hungarians

Thus, in the evening of 19 March, a series of violent confrontations took
pl ace i n Tirgu-Mures, in which Romanians as well as Hungarians, including the
fanobus cultural personality-witer, Suto Andras, were wounded

The Romanian Governnment as well as the entire public opinion in Romania
categorical ly disapproved of these condemable acts and decided to take measures to
reduce tensions and ensure public tranquillity,

Despite all this, in the afternoon of 20 March, new violent confrontations
occurred that resulted in victinms anong Romanians, as well as ethnic Hungarians

At present, the Governnent has taken the necessary measures to prevent such
confrontations in the nunicipal city of Tirgu-Mures.

As was repeatedly stated by the Romanian authorities and by all politica
parties, including the organizations «£the citizens of Hungarian nationality, the
December 1989 revolution - historic act of the entire people - has created
conditions for the settlenment, on the basis of a denocratic platform of al
problems relating to the guarantee of the equality of rights and the exercise of
human rights, including for the national mnorities.

These problens have already been the object of a number of normative acts and
measures, particularly in the fields of education and culture. The electoral |aw
recently adopted by the Provisional Council of National Unity holds an inportant
place in this process.

The Romaniar. Government, while denanding the inmediate cessation ofthe
instigations, disapproves of the way in which the Hungarian authorities have
mani pul ated the news and presented the situation in Ronania.
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These are w.friendly manifestations and attitudes at a tinme when the country
is faced with a series of difficulties in various fields.

Under such circunstances, the Romanian Governnent expects Hungary to have an
attitude of understanding and support for the efforts made by Romania with a view
to overcoming the difficulties.

It should be recognized, however, that the actions taken by the Hungarian
authorities and officials in the relations with Romania, as well as at the
international level, not only do not contribute to the solution of problens, but,
or the contrary, dangerously stir up spirits, raising additional obstacles in the
way of Romani an-Hungarian good-nei gbbourliness, understanding and co-operation.

At the sane tinme, these manifestations contravene the provisions of the
Charter of the United Nations.

The Romanian CGovernment appeal s to the Hungarian Government to call on its own
citizens to snow cal mand reason, to refrain from any action of instigation and
interference with the internal affairs of Romania, to adopt an attitude of
solidarity with the efforts and neasures undertaken by the Remanian authorities and
aimed at the calmng dcwn of spirits and creating a less tense atmosphere, which
woul d permit the lucid settlement of all problens.

The Romanian Government expresses its conviction that the other countries, the
United Nations and world public opinion will correctly understand the prevailing
situation and will support the efforts of the Romanian people ainmed at stability,
democracy and national dignity, on the basis of equality of rights for all the
citizens of the country, of strict respect of the territorial Integrity and

national unity, of all principles of international law and of the Charter of the
United Nations.

On this basis, the Romanian Governnent is firmy determned to act for the
establishment Of relations of friendship and co-operation with all neighbouring

Countries, for the promotion of peace, security and co-operation in Europe and
t hroughout the world.



