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I. INTRODUCTION

1. The item entitled "Question of Antarctica" was included in the provisional
agenda of the forty-fourth session in accordance with General Assembly resolutions
43/83 A and B of 7 December 1988.

2. At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 22 September 1989, the General Assembly, on the
recommendation of the General Committee, decided to include the item in its agenda
and to allocate it to the First Committee.

3. The First Committee considered the item at its 42nd to 46th meetings,
from 20 to 22 November 1989 (A/C.1/44/PV.42-46).

4. In connection with item 70, the First Committee had before it the following
documents:

(a) Report of the Secretary-General on the question of Antarctica (A/44/518):

(b) Report of the Secretary-General on the question of Antarctica (A/44/586):

(c) Letter dated 13 February 1989 from the Permanent Representative of
Malaysia to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General, transmitting the
text of a statement on the question of Antarctica on behalf of the representatives
of Antigua and Barbuda, Bangladesh, Ghana, Kenya, Malaysia, Nepal, Nigeria, Oman,
Pakistan, Rwanda, Sri Lanka, the Sudan, Uganda and Zambia (A/44/125):
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(d) Letter dated 6 July 1939 from the Permanent Representative of France to
the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General, transmitting the text of the
press release issued by the President of the Preparatory Meeting of the
XVth  Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting held at Paris from 9 to 13 May 1989
(A/44/383)1

(e) Letter dated 19 July 1989 from the Charg/ d’affaires  a.i. of the
Permanent Mission of Zimbabwe to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General, transmitting the final documents of the Ministerial Meeting of
the Co-ordinating Bureau of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries held at Harare
from 17 to 19 May 1989 (A/44 /409-S/20743 and Corr.1 and 2))

(f) Letter dated 22 September 1989 from the Permanent Representative of
Yugoslavia to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General, transmitting
the final documents of the Ninth Conference of Heads of State or Government of the
Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Belgrade from 4 to 7 September 1989
(A/44/551-W20870)j

(g) Letter dated 26 October from the Permanent Representative of Malaysia to
the IJnited Nations addressed to the Secretary-General, transmitting the text of the
communigui adopted by the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting on
24 October 1989 (A/44/689-5/20921).

I I . CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSALS

5. On 17 November, LeaothQ,  on behalf of the members of the African Group of
States, submitted a draft resolution entitled “Question of Antarctica”
(A/C.1/44/L.68), It was introduced by the representative of Lesotho at the
43rd meeting, on 21 November.

6. At the 46th meeting, on 22 November, the Committee adopted draft resolution
A/C.1/44/L.60  by a  rol l -cal l  vote  of  94 to  none, with 6 abstentions (see para. 9,
draft  resolution A ) . The voting was as follows: 11

I/ The following 34 delegations announced that they were not participating
in the voter Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet  Social ist
Republic, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Finland, France, German
Democratic Republic, Germany, Federal Republic of, Greece, Hungary, Israel, Italy,
Japan, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay,
Poland, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United
States of America, Uruguay.

Subsequently, the delegations of Colombia, Nicaragua, and Democratic Yemen
indicated that they had intended to vote in favour of the draft resolution.

/ . . .
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Infavour; Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda,
Argentina, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Benin, Bhutan,
Bolivia, Brazil, Brunei Darussalzun, Burkina Fano, Burundi,
Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, China, Congo,
Costa Rica, Cdte d’Ivoire,  Cuba, Cyprirz, Democratic Kampuchea,
Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, Ff ji, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guatemala,
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, India, Indonesia, Iran
(Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan,  Kenya, Kuwait, Lao
People’s Democratic Republic, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,
Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco,
Mozambique, Myanmar, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan,
Panama, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia,
Senegal, Seychelles, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Somalia,
Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo,
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, United Arab Emirates,
United Republic of Tanzania, Vanuatu, Venezuela, Viet Ni~m,
Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

Plugs Botswana, Ireland, Luxembourg, Malawi, Mauritius, Portugal.

8. Draft resow. 1/44&m

On 20 November, v& Bw Brb

ia. pmab,  Pa<sfsn,Rwsnda,eLanka,  Z a i r e ,  ZMIbia a n d
a&&R submitted a draft resolution entitled “Question of Antarctica”
(A/C.l/44/L,69),  which was later also sponsored by 3LQ_-tiRePublic) and
YniteB~&lic  o f  TBIL;LJmlPa* The draft resolution was introduced by the
representative of Malaysia at the 46th meeting on 22 November,

8. At the same meeting, the Committee adopted draft resolution
A/C,1/44/L.69  by a  rol l -cal l  vote  of  85 to  none, with 7 abstentions (see para. 9,
draft resolution B) , The voting was as followsr 21

21 The following 42 delegations announced that they were not participating
in the vote8 Afghanistan, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brazil,
Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Cuba,
Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Ecuador, Finland, France, German Democratic Republic,
Germany, Federal Republic of, Greece, Hungary, India, Israel, Italy, Japan, Lao
People’s Democratic Republic, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, Papua
New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Poland, Spain, Sweden, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, United States of America, Uruguay, Viet Nam.
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Infavourl Albania, Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Bahrain,
Bangladesh, Barbados, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, Brunei
Darussalam, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central
African Republic, Congo, Costa Rica, C&e d’Ivoire,  Cyprus,

Democratic Kampuchea, Egypt, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana,
Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Indonesia, Iran
(Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya., Kuwait,
Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,  Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives,
Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Morocco, Mommbique,
Myanmar,  Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, PSWnar
Philippines, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Senegal,
Seychelles, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Somalia, Sri Lanka,
Sudan, Suriname, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad
and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, United
Republic of Tanzania, Vanuatu, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire,
Zambia, Zimbabwe.

Abstainiaa: China, Fiji, Ireland, Luxembourg, valawi,  Portugal, Turkey.

I I I . RRCOMMENDATIONS OF THE FIRST COMMITTEE

9. The First Committee recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the
fol lowing resolutions:

A

m&&q its resolution 43/83  B of 7 December 1988,

u con&dera  the item entitled “Question of AntarcticS”,

Noting  with rearet  that the racist wart&& regime of South Africa,
which has been suspended from participation in the General Assembly of the
United Nations, has continued to participate in the meetings of the Antarctic
Treaty Consultative Parties,

mllinq the resolution adopted by the Council of Ministers of the
Organisation of African Unity at its fiftieth ordinary session, held at Addis
Ababa from 17 to 22 July 1989, a/

31 See A/44/603, annex I.

/ . . .
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Recalling the relevant paragraphs of the final documents adopted by
the Ninth Conference of Heads of State or Government of the Movement of
Non-Aligned Countries, held at Belgrade from 4 to 7 September 19U9,  41

m fur- that the Antarctic Treaty 51 is, by its terms, intended
to further ths purposes an3 principles embodied in the Charter  of  the United
Nations,

NQ&,&  t h a t  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  aoarthe
rdgime of South Africa,

practised by the racist minority
which has been universally condemned, constitutes a

threat to regional and international peace and security,

1. Wews with concern the continuing participation of the m
r/gime of South Africa in the meetings of the Antarctic Treaty Consultative
Part ies ;

2. &peals  once au to the Antarctic Treaty Consultative Parties to
take urgent measures to exclude the racist m rigime of  South Africa
from participation in the meetings of the Consultative Parties at the earliest
pOssibl8  date;

3. Invim the States parties to the Antarctic Treaty to inform the
SecrOtary-General  of the actions taken regarding the provisions of the present
resolution;

4. -8&2 the Secretary-General to submit a report in this regard to
the Geneccl Assembly at  i ts  forty- f i f th session;

5. m&B to include in the provisional  agenda of  i ts  forty- f i f th
sess ion the ite,v entit led “Question of  Antarct ica” .

B

bvina comidere& the item entitled “Question of Antarctica”,

m its  reso lu t i ons 38177 of  15 December 1983, 39/152 of
17 December 1964, 401156 A and El of 16 December 1985, 41188 A and B o f
4 December 1986, 42146 A and B of 30 November 1987 and 43103  A and B o f
7 December 1988,

Recallina 8lsQ the relevant paragraphs of the Political Declaration
adopted by the Eighth Conference of Heads of State or Government of

4/ See A/44/551-S/20870, annex.

B/ United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 402, No. 577C’.

/ I . .
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Non-Aligned Couatriea, hold at Harare from 1 to 6 September 1986, 61 and the
resolution 03 Antarctica adopted by the Council of Ministers  of the
Organisation of  African Unity at its forty-second ordinarv aeamion, held at
Addis Ababa  from 10 to 17 July 1985, 11 as well as the relevant paragraphs of
the decision of the Council of Ministarr of the League of Arab States held at
Tunis on 17 and 18 September 1986 and resolution 25/S-P(IS)  adopted by the
Fifth Islamic bummit Conference of the Organisation of the Islamic Conference,
held at Kuwait from 16 to 29 January 1987, a/ the relevant paragraphs of the
f inal  documentr  adopted by the  Ninth Conference of  Hec\de of  State  or
Goverment  of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Belgrade from 4
to 7 Stntember  1989 p/ and the comm!rniqui  issued by Commonve~lth  Heads of
Government at Kuala Lumpur 01: 24 October 1989, IQ/

3&k- the debates on this item held since its thirty-eighth
session,

m the increasing  awareness of and interest in Antarctica shown by
the international community,

Convinced  of the advantages to the whole of mankind of a better knowledge
of Antarctica,

liUdbWA-conviction in the interest of all mankind, Antarctica
should continue for ever to be used exclusively for peaceful purposes and that
it should not become the scene or object of international discord,

Resffirmina the principle that the international community is entitled to
information covering all aspects of Antarctica and that the United Nations
should be made the repository for all such information in accordance with
General Assembly resolutions 41188  A, 42/46  B and 43/?3 A,

wr?u r\F the pJrt.icular  signif icance of  Antarct ica to  the
international cc%u.nity in terms, titer alla, of international peace and
security, environment, its effects on global climatic conditions, economy and
scienti f ic  research,

I;enscious also of the interrelationship between Antarctica and the
physical, chemical and biological processes that regulate the total Ear:h
system,

§.I A/41/697-C/18392,  annex,  sect .  I ,  paras. 198-202.

‘/ A/40/666,  annex II ,  resolution CWRes.988 (XLII).

81 See A/42/178-S/i8753,  annex II.

91 See A/44/551-S/20870, annex.

JJ!/ See A/44/689-S/20921,-  annex.

/ l .*
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Reaf that the management and use of Antarctica ehould be conducted
in accordance with the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United
Ntrtions  and in tile interest of maintaining international peace and security
and of promoting international co-operation for the benefit of mankind as a
whole,

m the necessity of ensuring, in  the  interest  of all  mankind,
comprehensive environmental pro tec t i on  and  conserva t ion  o f  the Antarc t i c
environment and its dependent and associated ecosystems through negotiations,
with the full participation of all members of the international community,

ciou~ of the snvironmental  degradation that prospecting and mining in
and around Antarctica would pose to the Antarctic and global environment and
ecosystems.

&n~&& of the need to prevent or minimise any impact of human activity
resulting  from the large number of scientific stations and expeditions in
Antarctica on the environment and its dependent and aaeociated  ecosystems,

Taking into account  all aspects pertaining to al.1 areas covered by the
Antarctic Treaty ayutem,

withreciatipg  of the reporta  of the Secretary-General on
the queation of Antarctica, JJ/

1. &preanea its  rw that ,  despite  the  numerous  resolutions in  which
it has called upon the Antarctic Treaty Consultative Parties to invite the
Secretary-General  or his  representative  to  their  meet ings ,  including their
consultative meetings, the Secretary-General wa8 not invited to the Antarctic
Treaty Preparatory Meeting or the XVth  Consultative Meeting, held in Paris
from 9 to 13 May and from 9 to 20 October 1989, respectively!

2. Ii!aBratesw upon the Antarct ic  Treaty Consultative Parties
to invite tb, Secretary-General or hia representative to all meetings or the
Treaty part . ’  . including their consultative meetings;

3, &gug&Q the Secretary-General to submit a report on his evaluations
thereon to the General Assembly at it8 forty-fifth seasion)

4. Expresses the cmviction  that, in view of the significant impact
that Antarctica exerts on the global environment and ecosystems, any r6gime to
be established for the protection and conservation of the Antarctic
environment and its dependent and associated ecoeystema, in order to be for
the benefit of mankind as a whole anl in order to gain the universal
acceptability necessary to ensure full compliance and enforcement, must be
negotiated with the full participation of all members of the international
community:

&&/  A/44/510 and A/44/586,
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5 . m all members of the international community to support all
efforta to ban prospecting and mining in and around Antarctica and to ensure
that all activitiorr  rhould be 8xclu1~ively  urrd for the purpose of peaceful
scientific  invertigation  and that all such activities should ensure the
maintenance of international peace and security in Antarctica and the
protect ion o f  its e n v i r o n m e n t  and should be for the benef it  of  all  mankind)

6 . -ma UcanvictLQn  that  the ertablirhment,  through
negotiat ion8 with the ful l  part ic ipation o f  all  membera  of  the international
commimi ty, of Antarctica as a nature remwe or a world park would ensure the
protection and conrervation  of ito environment and its dependent and .
aaaOCiat8d  ecosystems for the benefit of all mankind;

7 . AJb8Qu* in view of the large number of
scientific  stations and expeditions, that  international  ecientific  research
should be enhanced through the establishment  of international stations devoted
t o  s c i e n t i f i c  inves t igat i ons  of  g loba l  significance,  regu la ted  by  s t r ingent
environmental safeguards, 80 as to avoid or minimiae any adverse impact of
human activitims on the environment and dependent and associated ecosystema  of
Antarctica1

8 . m all States Members of the United Nations to co-operate with
the Secretary-Qeneral  and to continue consultations on all aspects r,,iating  to
Antarctica1

9 . Decides t o  incLu$e in  the provisional  agenda  o f  i t s  f o r ty - f i f th
session the item entitled “Question of  Antarctica”,


