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I . INTRODUCTION

1. On 22 November  1988, at  i ts  for ty - th i rd  sess ion, the General Assembly adopted
resolution 43/47 entitled “International Decade for the Eradication of
Colonialism”, In paragraph 2 of that resolution the Assembly requested the
Secretary-General “to submit to the General Assembly at its forty-Courth session R
report that would enable the Assembly to consider and adopt an action plan aimed at
ushering in the twenty-first century, a world free from colonial lsm”.

2. Accordingly, on 31 January 1909, the Secretary-General transmi t.tecl the text of
resolution 43/47  to al.1 Statea  and organieatione of the United Nations system and
invited their suggestions in connection with the preparation of the report
requested of him. The Secretary-General wishes to inform Member States that, as of
November 1989, he has received 16 replies from Member States, one from a non-Member
State and three from organixations  within the United Nations syskem.

3, To enable the Secretary-General to prepare a draft action plan as broadly
based as possible, and in keeping with the request of the General Assembly, it is
necessary that he receive the views of those Member States and organizations of the
United Nations system that have yet to reply to hie communication of
31 January 1989.

4. Such replies should be received not later than 1 April 1990 to allow the draft
action plan to be prepared and circulated among Member States and organisations
well in advance of  the forty-fifth session of the General Assembly.

5. The Secretary-General has noted recent actions taken by the international
community in support of  resolution 43147. At the Ninth Conference of Heads of
State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Belgrade from 4 to
7 September 1989, members expressed their desire to contribute effectively to the
carrying out of a United Nations plan of action for the implementation of the
Decade and decided to assign the Co-ordinating Bureau the task of. developing a
Non-Aligned Movement Work Plan and of creating a Non-Aligned Movement Work Group.
Furthermore, States members of the Organisation of American States recently adopted
a resolution on the International Decade committing their organisation to
participating fully in the activities to be conducted by the United Nations during
the Dee ade .

6, For the reasons given above, the Secretary -General has confiued  the following
interim report to the reproduction of the text of replies received thus far.
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I I . REPLIES RECEIVED FROM MEMBER STATES

ARGENTINA

loriginB1  I Spanish j

1. The question of the Malvinaa Islands is among those co1onia.l situnti.ons  which
are aa yet unresolved. The colonial  s ituation of  the Is lands,  whJch  rightfully
belong to the Argentine Republic, stems from their occupation by rorce in 1033 by
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. The Argentine Republic
never accepted thia situation or affirmed  its validity and baa airice that time been
engaged in an historic  conflict of aovareignty with the Government. of the United
Kingdom.

2. Since 1946, the Malvinaa Islands has been on the list of Non-Self-Governing
Territories which are to be decolonised, In 1965, the General Assembly of the
Unite latione adopted it6 f irst  decis ion on this  Territory (resolution
2065 {id)). In addition, the Aaaembly has adopted the following resolutions on
this question! 3160 (XXVIII) of 14 December  1973, 31/49 oE 1 December lY76, 37/Y
of 4 November 1982, 38112  of 15 November 19H3,  39/6 of  1 November 1904, 40/21 o f
27 November 1985, 41/40 of 25 November 1986, 42119 of 17 November 1987 and 43125 o f
17 November 1988.

3, In its resolution 3160 (KXVIII), the General Assembly expressly declared that
the way to put an end to the colonial situation in the islands was to solve the
conflict of sovereignty over thia Territory between Argentina and the United
Kingdom. In keeping with this fundamental principle, in this and other
declarations, the Aaaembly has repeatedly requested Argentina and the United
Kingdom to put an end to the colonial situation in the Malvinaa Islands through
bilateral  negotiat ions. In its moat recent resolutions, including resolution
43125, the General Assembly  alao requested the Seczetary-General  to undertake a
mission of good of f ice6  in order to assist the parties in complying with these and
other reaolutiona. It further requested him to report on the progress made in the
implementation of the resolutions. Unfortunately, 66 of thi6 date, the
Secretary-General has been unable to report any progress in the matter to the
haaembly , In thie context, Argentina ha6 repeatedly expressed it6 acceptance of
the resolution6 in question and its willingness to comply with them, but 60 far,
the (Jnlted Kingdom ha6 not responded in the same  mattner.

4. Moreover, the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries has con6 i sl.ent:  1 y nncl
repeatedly reaffirmed its full support for the right of the Arqont:i.ne  Repnblic to
have its sovereignty over the Malvinas restored through negot.iat.l~na, Tllis f irm
position has been reiterated at summit and ministerial conference6 of the Movement,
including the Eighth Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non-A1i.gnec.l
Countries held at Harare in September 1986, and the Conference of Foreign Ministers
of Non-Aligned Countries, held at NiCO6ia  in September 1988.

/ . . I
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5, In the view of the Argentine Government, the United Nations should once again
call on the Qovernments of Argentina and the United Kingdom, with the valuable
co-operation of the Secretary-General, to resume negotiations without delay on the
Problems pending between both countries, including all aspects on the future of the
Malvinaa  Islands, in accordance with resolution 43/25 and other relevant
resolutions of the General Assembly.

6. Full respect for and compliance with the General Assembly reaoluLiona on the
question of the Malvinas  are the pathway to a just and lasting 6olution  to the
confl ict  of  sovereignty over  this  colonial  Territory,  and wil l  contribute
effectively and concretaly  to the attainment of the universal objective, stated in
resolution 43147, of ushering in the twenty-firet century in a world free from
colonialism,

AUSTRALIA

(Or ig ina l !  Engl i sh ]

[13 June lY8YJ

1. Australia is pleased to inform the Secretary-General that Australie ha6 n
otrong and long-standing commitment to decolonization and actively supports the
principles of decolonization enshrined in General Aeaembly reeolutiona.

2. Australia ha IJrought  two Trust Territories  of the Urlited NaLions, Papua New
Guinea and Nauru, to independence with the full involvement of the United Nation6
and a t.hird Australian territory, the Cocos (Keeling) Islands, voted to integrate
with Australia when it exercised its right to self-determination in 1984 in a
plebiscite observed by the United Nation6 and later endorsed by the General
Aesembly (See r e s o l u t i o n  39130).

3. Australia looks forward in the coming decade to the continuing strengthening
and diversification of its bilateral relationship with Papua New Guinea, Australia
administered the territories of Payua and New Guinea as a United Nation6 Truut.
Territory from the end of the Second World War until Papua New Guinea achieved it6
independence in 1975, AustroliR’s  stewRrd6hlp of Papua  and New Guinea wa6
conducted with a commitment to facilitate the eventual transition of the Territory
into an independent State,

4. Since that t ime, Pepua New Guinea and Australia have developed R close
political and economic relationship marked by full respect for each other RA
independent, sovereign State6. As the relationship between Papun  New Guinea and
Australia moves towards the twenty-first century, i t  wil l  be guided by the jo int
declaration of principle6 guiding relation6 between Papua New Guinea and
Australia. Austrnlia commend6 this declaration to the United Nation6 a6 an example
of how relations between two States with close traditional and historic ties can be
conducted in clccordance  with the principles of mutual respect for one another’6
independence, sovereignty and equality.

/ . . .
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EYELORUSSIAN  SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLIC

[Original: Russian]

[28 September 19891

1. The Byelorussian SSR is of the belief that General Assembly resolution 43147,
proclaiming 1990-2000 the International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism,
is an important and timely initiative representing a real effort to mobilise the
international community against colonialism, racism and apartheid, and an
endorsement in world policy and practice of a democratic legal order that excludes
all forms of national oppression.

2. Achievement of the goals of the Decade, which will be an integral aspect of
internati,nal relations in the last decade of this century, will, of course, depend
entirely on emergent and evolving general political developments marked by new
approaches to the solution of international problems on the basis of political
dialogue, a balance of interests and a shift to constructive co-operation. It is
important, in the course of these developments, to ensure strict respect for
freedom of political choice, treating it as a universal principle to be extended to
the peoples of all.dependent  Territories. This would pose an insuperable obstacle
to perpetrated acts in violation of the United Nations Charter against some
Non-Self-Governing Territories - for example, Micronesia.

3. The United Nations, which in 1960, at the initiative of the Soviet Union,
adopted the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples (General Assembly resolution 1514 \XV)), has played an important role in
the decolonisation process. The International Decade for the Eradication of
Colonialism which it has proclaimed, and the national liberation of peoples, should
be the concluding stage of that process.

4. The immediate and complete settlement of the Namibian question, initiated on
1 April 1989, must provide a powerful impetus for the entire International Decade.
The task of the international community is to promote this process, particularly,
the effective implementation of Security Council resolution 435 (1978),  which is
the only realistic plan for freeing the last colonial Territory in Africa.

5. Implementation of the International Decade will require further efforts by
States in various areas. In the area of military activity, the primary task is to
involve new States actively in the process of disarmament, to prevent their being
drawn into military confrontation and to end the use of colonial and dependent
Territories as military bases and bridgeheads. Especially relevant in this regard
is the Soviet proposal put forward at the third special session ot the General
Assembly devoted to disarmament, 11 calling for the elimination of foreign military
presences from other countries by the year 2000. The implementation of this Soviet
initiative would be an important practical step in the transition of the dependent
Territories to self-determination.

6. One of the main obstacles to the immediate full implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, as

/ . . .
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the relevant United Nations documents rightly Htate, i s  the  ac t iv i ty  of f o re ign
economic and other c irc les  explo i t ing Territor ies ’ natural and human resources
against  t.he interests  o f  +.he indigenous populfitlon. Put.t:ing  Rn Immadiata  e n d  t o
t.ha plundering of colonial peoples’ national wealth, f inding waya t:o so lve  the
problem of foreign debt, intensifying efforts to restructure int.et nntionnl  economic
relations on a juet and democratic basis and reflecting in practice the
i~lLerrslationsllip  between disarmament and dsveloymerlt are, in out view, the most,
important tasks the Utritad  Nations must cope with in order to haat.en  the
development of the new States and overcome their social and economic backwardness.
This would go a long way towards ensuring t:ho  success of the Decrrcla,

7 . The orndication of  colonidism would!  nlso ha fnc1lJtatecl  by making ful ler  use
of the P.vailable  potential of United Nations bodies, notably the Special Committee
on decolonization. In  our  v iew, the proposed expansion of the Committee’s
act ivit ies  from the pol i t ical  to  the ecoIiomIc, social and information fields and
the idea of formulating measures under United Nations auspices Lu ensure the
environmental safety of the Non-Self-Governing Territories also deserve careful
study.

8. It is also important for the UniLed  Nations to develop an appropriate public
information programme for the International Decade, providing for  t:he  distr ibution
of mat.erial on the goals and purposes of the Decade, the struggle  of  the colonial
peoples for their independence and the importance of eredicating  colonialism for
improving the political climate of the planet.

9. Non-governmental organizations  have on importnnt rola to ploy in achieving the
gonls of the Decade.

10. Consistent support for the struggle of peoples to bring about the complete
elimination of the vestiges of colonialism, racism and wrt;haisl  and secure their
right to independent development has been and remains among the major areas of
activity by the Byelorussian SSR in the international arena. The Byelorussian SSR
supports the noble goals of the International Decade for the Eradication of
Colonialism and is prepared to contribute to its practical development.

CANADA

(Original  t English]

(1’1 August lg89]

The eradication of colonialism since t.he  1950s has been one of the greatest
achievements of the United Nations. The large current membership of the United
Nations is eloquent testimony to this fact. An Int.ernational Der!mde  for the
Eradication of Colonialism in the 1990s mey be a time for reflection on past
success. Certainly any attention given to the process of self-determination on
very small islands should not be allowed to overshadow these achievements. The
road ahead is considerably shorter than that already travelled.
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CHAD

(origtnalr  F r e n c h ]

I24 ApriJ 19891

1. In the view of the Chadian Qovernment, the formulation of ati action plan almecl
at freeing the world from colonialism by the beginning of  the twenty-first c!entury
euggreta  the fol lowing measures1

(a) A commitment by the international community to exert p,oJlticRl  and
diplomatic pressure on the colonial Powers so as to induce them t:o create, in the
Territories under colonial domination, conditions which would enable the peoples
concerned to exercise freely and without interference their inalienable right to
self-determination and indtipendenae, To this end, irf jrmation should be collected
on their evolution in accordance with General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV).

(b) An appeal to the colonial Powers to put an immediate etlcl to the shameful
exploitation of the human and natural resources of the Territories they administer
and to the utie of some of those resources for military purposes.

(c) Activitiee to increase the awareness of the international community by
means of public meetings, seminars, radio and television broadcasts, and the
publication of articles in the national daily press on colonialism and its various
mani feetat ione.

(d) Mobilisation  of  associations of young people and women, professional
associations and trade unions around a priority theme such as “Colonialism is a
cr ime against  humani ty” .

(0) The establishment of study groups to work towards increasing the
awareness of and mobilising nations and international institutions so as to achieve
the ideal of peace that would enable each man to live his life to the full with
equal opportunities, rights and duties.

2. These are the suggestions and comments which constitute the contribution oE
the Government of the Republic of Chad to the formulation of this action plan.

CUBA

[Uriginal: Spanish ]

[2fi A p r i l  19891

1, The Revolutionary Government of Cuba considers that the General Assembly, in
adopting resolution 43147  on the International Decade for the Eradication OK
Colonialism, has demonstrated its firm determination to undertake the final battle
against the remaining bastions of that disgrace to mankind and welcome the advent
of a world free from that evil in the twenty-first century.

.
/ . . .
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2, To that end it’was decided that the Organisation should adopt an action plan
that, in the view of the Cuban Government, should, -8

(a) Reques t  a l l  States!

( i )  In the case of  those which are st i l l  administering foreign Territor ies ,
to establish the necessary conditions as soon as possible to enable the
peoples of those Territories to gain their political, economic and
military independence before 31 December 1999 in accot-dance with the
principles of resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960r

(ii) To refrain from taking any measures which might perpetuate or establish
foreign domination in other countries)

( i i i )  To discourage al l  commercial  enterprises , including transnational
corporations under their jurisdiction and control, from continuing or
initiating activities that are prejudicial to the natural and human
resources of the peoples under foreign domination and totally or
partially impede the implementation of General Assembly resolution
1514 (XV)r

(iv) To dismantle existing bases and installations and refrain from
establishing new ones in Territories under foreign domination;

(v) To take measures in the sphere of education, scientific research, news
and information for the full  and immediate implementation  of resolution
1514 (XV),

(vi) To promote the human rights of the peoples under foreign domination and
of minority groups and migrant workers from those Territories who are
vict ims of  colonial  exploitat ion:

(vi i )  To consider  the promulgation of  legis lat ion on recourse.procedures  for
the vict ims of  colonialismJ

(b) Recommend the adoption of laws and the establishment of national
institutions to promote the struggle ilgainst  colonialism:

(c) Declare that the struggle for independence by all necessary and possible
means is just and legitimatej

(d) Stress the need for the specialieed agencies of the Uuited  Nations system
and governmental and non-governmental international and regional organfzations to
contribute to the eradication of colonialism:

(e) Strengthen the work and prestige of the United Nations bodies ccncerned
with decolonization;

(f) Request the United Nations bodies concerned with decolonieation  to carry
out an exhaustive study of  the aspects of this matter which still remain pending

/ . .
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and recommend to the international community an effective course of action for
their complete elimination, and to consider other Territories which in one way or
another depend on a foreign Power and are not currently on the official list of
Non-Self-Governing Territories, so as to recommend the inclusion of these
Territories on the lists and the implementation of the necessary clecolonieing
measures;

(g) The United Nations should organiee  an international conference to cumbat
colonialism with the participation of all its Member States at Lath the
governmental and the non-governmental levels, to assess the current;. situation with
regard to the implementation of resolution 1514 (XV) and in accordance with the
principles  of  that  resolution, with the recommendations and criteria of the
specialieed  organs and agencies of the United Nations system ad with the feelings
of non-governmental organizations  and international political opinion, to determine
which other Territories or situations should be included in the oEEJcia1
decolonization list of the United Nations, including Territories  or  s ituations
which were on the original list of the Special Committee of 24, but for one reason
or another are no longer Included, although they do not have the "status" of
genuine independence:

(h) The Special Committee should intensify its activities in respect of
vis it ing missions, regional events with non-governmental organisations and
dissemination of information in order to mobilize  international public opinion.

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

[Or ig ina l !  Engl i sh ]

[3 May 19891

1, The Czechoslovak Socialist Republic has always been striving for complete
eradication of  the remnants of colonialism, racism and a-.&j and advocating
implementation of the right of all nations under foreign domination to decide
freely on their future. Of extraordinary importance in the struggle for
self-determination of colonial peoples  was the adoption of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, whose thirtieth
anniversary is to be observed by the whole international community next year. That
event gave a strong impetus, both morally and politically, to the entire
decolonization process.

2. The successes achieved by the clnited Nations and the whole jnternational
community in the sphere of decolonization are undeniable. We highly appreciate the
fact that since the adoption of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples more than 50 countries have liberated themselves
from colonial oppression. We are following with hope the process which has been
initiated, aimed at granting independence to Namibia, in which Czechoslovak
military observers are participating within the United Nations Transition
Assistance Group (UNTAG) forces. We trust that the people of Western Sahara will
also be allowed in the foreseeable future to exercise their inalienable right to
self-determination.

/ . . .
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3. However, even when Namibia becomes independent and the question of Western
Sahara is settled the decolonization process will not have been concluded yet. The
Czechosiovak Socialist Republic deems it necessary that the action plan aimed at
ushering in, in the twenty-first century, a world free from colonialism, which is
currently in preparation, should entrust the Special Committee with the task of
reviewing the implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples until such time as the population of the last
Non-Self-Governing Territory exercises its right to decide freely about its
future. QuesticAs  like size, geographical isolation or limited resources of the
remaining dependent Territories do not affect in any way the fact. that the
provisions of the Declaration fully apply to such Territories as well.

4. In order to fulfil the objective of ushering in, in the twenty-first century,
a world free from colonialism, the action plan should deal with all the
prerequisites needed for successful conclusion of the decolonization process. They
include, in the opinion of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic, particularly the
following:

(a) Continuation of the efforts to prevent such activities and practices from
promoting foreign economic and other interests in Non-Self-Governing Territories
that impede implementation of the provisions of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples:

(b) Adoption by all Member States of legislative, administrative or other
meas?rres  preventing their nationals and companies under their jurisdiction from
enge j :zc, in such activities and practices;

(c) Continuation of efforts to prevent misuse of dependent Territories for
military purposes:

(d) Adoption by all Member States of the necessary measures to prevent a flow
of immigrants to the remaining Non-Self-Governing Territories which threatens to
change the demographic structure of their population and thus to create a major
obstacle to the genuine exercise of their right to self-determination:

(e) Concrete steps aimed at resolving the problem of suppression of the
cultural and national ideatity and heritage of colonial peoples and at dealing with
its consequences, such as unemployment and criminal activities:

(f) Ensuring that real conditions (political, economic, cultural) be created
by the administering Powers for a free choice among the existing alternatives of
self-determination;

(g) Granting of support and material assistance to the non-selt-governing
peoples by specialized  international agencies and institutions of the United
Nations system.

5. When evaluating the results of the decolonization process, it should be borne
in mind that a number of the newly established States have not yet freed themselves
from the bonds of neo-colonialism, dependence and exploitation, especially in the
economic field. The action plan should therefore direct the efforts of United

/ . . .
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Nations organs towards supervising the creation of conditions far
self-determination and viable and free development following the act nf
self-determination in the hitherto Non-Self-Qoverning Territories and towards
quest ions relat ing to  the  overcoming of  the  colonia l  legacy as wel l  as  of  the
neo-colonial pressures in newly independent States,

6. In connection with the approaching thirtieth anniversary of the adoption of
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples
and with the preparation of the action plan aimed at ushering in, J.n the
twenty- f irst  centurv. a world free from colonialism, the Czechoslavak  Socidli~t
Republic reaffirms its readiness to take an active pair: in the struggle of the
international community for eradication of all  remnants of colonialism, racism and
am, express ing i ts  convict ion that  given the present  positjve  changes i n
international relations, marked by new, more constructive approaches to the
solut.‘,on nf the principal probl.s!ns of universal human nature, there is every
prerequisite  for  ful f i l l ing the lofty  goal  of  freeing the  world from colonial ism,
racism and m before the end of this century.

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

(original t Spanish ]

111 May 19891

The Government of the Dominican Republic, which upholds the rule of liberty as
a fundamental and natural human right, views sympathetically the elaboration of an
action plan ailned  at ushering in, in the twentieth century, a world free from
colonialism.

EQYPT

{Original! English]

[20 March 19691

1. Egypt has always advocated the demand for decolonieation  and erauication  of
colonialism. Egypt has always believed that goals of international peace,
security , and welfare would not be achieved or enhanced unless an end to
colonialism is reached. It has long shared the anti-colonial concerns of  the
peoples  o f  Afr ica, Asia and Latin America, and hats always been committed to the
issue of decolonisation as a just cause of nations and peoples under colonial
domination everywhere.

2. Egypt has effectively contributed to the international tide combating
colonialism. Such a tide was culminated hy the Qeneral Assembly’s adoption  of its
historical rrrsolution  1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960.

/ . . .
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3. Egypt has been a pioneer in the issue of decolonisation in Africa. I t  hsr a
particular role to play and special responsibility towards the issue o’
dacolonieation in the continent, A task which emanated from the Egyptian firm
conviction of the common history of the future of African peoples. Shouldering the
responsib’lity  of assisting brotherly peoples I.n Africa in their struggle against
colonialism, Egypt has always politically and materially supported their legitimrto
cause,

4. Egypt spared no effort to support the African liberation movementa. Off ices
of all such movements were hosted in Cairo, from which a historical campaign was
directed to world opinion in order to enhance its awareness of Lhe  issue of
decolonisation. Egypt has led a world-wide political effort aiming at supporting
the African rejection of colonialism and aspirations for freedom and independence.
It continued to defend the legitimate cause of African peoples in severol
international and regional forums until their struggle was crowned and they
obtained their long-awaited freedom.

5, Faithful to its commitments to the issue of a completely decolonised Africa,
Egypt supported the Namibian people’s inalienable right to self-determination,
freedom and national independence in a united Namibia. Egypt welcomed the
diplomatic effort aimed at paving the way for the implementation of Security
Council resolution 435 (1978) and hosted in Cairo one of its crucial rounds. It
has also contributed a police unit to the United NatiOnB Transition Assistance
Group (UNTAG)  in Namibia.

6. Egypt, looking forward to a world free from colonialism,  supported General
Assembly resolution 43/47 of 22 November 1908 calling for the International Decade
for the Eradication of Colonialism.

GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

[Original 8 French ]

(25 April 19891

1. Since its establishment, nearly 40 years ago, the German Democratic Republic
has been working resolutely for the final elimination of colonialism. This
attitude is in line with the fundamental principles of its foreign policy aimed at
pee .:e, understanding among peoples  and equal co-operation of all States, It WaB
alsc in this spirit that the German Democratic Republic welcomed the Declaration on
the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, adopted on
14 December 1960 by the General Assembly at its fifteenth session, as a milestone
in the work of the United NatiOnB, and has contributed actively to its
implementation, This 16 ref lected in i ts  support  for  the relevant  act ivit ies  of
the United Nations and in the direct assietance  it accords to peoples under
colonial domination. The German Democratic Republic has regularly transmitted
inrolmation to the Secretary-General on its efforts in this regard.

/ . . .
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2. Since the adoption of resolution 1514 (XV), the people8 have a~h.t~vec\  great:
success in the struggle  for  l iberation and the achievement ol: t.I)~fir  ~:lyht: 1.t~

self-determination. Most countries have been Ereod from tha colonin yoke. TllU
transition  of Namibia to independence, w h i c h  woa l--aqun  011  1  Apri I. l-(409,  lfi tlw motst:
recent exmple  of the continuation of the decolonisation process. ‘I’lre
implementation of Security Council resolution 435 (1978) proves I.hHt. good t:urlso  and
realism on the part of all the parties concerned make it. p~11n.1h.l~  t II find pot It. Lvr~  1
solutions to complex colonial problems which have bean pendinq fat t~eoaclea, Tll 11;
example should inspire the settlement of other conflicts of co1r~1~1~~1 origin. ‘I’IIF!
General Assembly has on many occasions condemned all forms 01 co.l.uniallr;m,  wllicll if;
anachronistic and odious and constitutes a threat to peace. II.. .Is portlculnrly

urgent that the vestigeti  of colonialism should be eliminnted  onf:e  r~ncl  I’uI: 011.
before the end of the century. The German Democratic Republic t;lra~  et-ore  we I ComnH
the decision taken by the General Assembly at .its Lorty-third session ( TF)HO  Lut..lon
43147) to declare the period 1990-2000 as the International Dececlo  Car the
Eradication of Colonialism. It hopea, however, that  dec i s ive  su~!cesfi  i n  t.he
el imination of  the vest iges  of  colonial ism wil l  be achieved be~OI’A thn e,!cl oC t.ho
Decade,

3. The German Democratic Republic reaffirms its position thaL  \.he Plan of Actio~l
for the Full Implementation of the Declarntion on the Grnnting of Lndependanco  to
Colonial Countries and Peoples adopted by the General Assembly at. its thirt:y-l:.lI:t;h
session (reeolution 35/118),  remains fully valid and should serve as a basis for an
extensive programme for the Decade. The close link between the elimination of
colondalism  and the establishment of a just and lasting pnace in all regionr; of t;ho
world should be the focal point of the new action plan for the 19!1Os. Pnrt,iculor
importance should be accorded to respect for the right of each people to clet:ermine
freely its poli tlcal, economic and social systems and it.s social development;. The
success of the Decade requires political will on the part of the c!oJonial  Powers t.0
initiate development processes in the dependent T’orritor it15 in accorclan(:~+  w t th t.ho
principles of the Charter of the United Nations and resolution 1.514 (XV) and in the
interests of the peoples of the Territories in question. In the view of the (lorman
Democratic Republic, that means putting an end to the misurie oI: colonial
Territories for military purposes, t o  the i r  inc lus ion  in s y s t e m s  ol: mllitory l,at;os
and to nuclear or military tests in those TerrJt.orles. The admL11.1tit.Ariny  Pownrr;
should Eirmly oppose foreign groups of economic interest-a  whose pr~lc!tice~ RI:~
contrary to  the interestc  of  the indigenous populat ion, the  harmony UT ttieir
economic and social  development nnd the protsctlon  of tholr nat;uli\l resources;.

4, Consideration should ol~o be given to tho question oE how t.he I.)e(:r~ln co11lc1
contribute to overcoming tho colonial legacy oE the States of AT 1.1c!n, Asln ;-rtld
Latin America ancl what measures could he token to put an encl I.0 t.llr!  yt-ncl.ic~~ of
neo-colonial ist  exploitat ion. Studies, roport:.t;  alrd recommondat..i  (IIN co111  1.1 b e
prepared by the Special Committee of 24 01 by t.ho  Fourth Commi t-t.f?e i\ntl ;.dopt.f!tl  I)y
the General Assembly. Ef fec t ive  neminnrc, GympoRiumo  a n d  henr iriqfi  tlr?.l..:( nL t.ln.i tSocl
Nations Headquarters, in  the dependent  Territor ies  or  in the Let-rlLo;y  ul: the
administering Powers could encourage  such measures, Extensive pubJ ic informat.lon
activities by units of the Secretariat should be continued. The purpose of these
activities should be to enable the peoples under colonial oppression to oxpre~l;
themselves treely and under the auspices of the Unit.ed  Nations regarding tholr
future.

/ . * .
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5. The German Democratic Republic once again reaffirms its strong determination
to make an active contribution to the elimination of colonialism.

IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF)

[Original: English]

[3 May 19891

1. There is great cause for regret that even more than 40 years after the
establishment of the United Nations, we are still faced with a number of
non-self-governing, dependent islands and territories.

2. It is indeed painful that in spite of the adoption oE several statements,
declarations and resolutions by legal and humanitarian international bodies
concernin?  eradication of racial discrimination and affirming the equality of all
peoples regardless of their ethnic backgrounds and nationalities. we still witness
the continuation of discrimination against the indigenous people in the
Non-Self-Governing Territories  (who are the principal, genuine owners of these
Territories) by administering Powers. Even worse are the violations by the
administering countries of their international commitments and responsibilities
stipulated in Article 73 of the United Nations Charter, as well as the disregard
and opposition displayed by these countries towards the resolutions of the General
Assembly during the past decades, which have regrettably continued with impunity.

'3. We sincerely hope that these violations and the total heedlessness of the
administering (and colonizing)  Powers will not lead to reinforcement of the notion
that the United Nations may face difficulties in the process of eradication of
colonialism in Non-Self-Governing Territories in the future,

4. While the Islamic Republic of Iran welcomes General Assembly resolution 43/47
concerning the International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism and strongly
supports the action plan envisioned "aimed at ushering in the twenty-first century,
a world free from colonialism", it presents its viewpoints and suggestions in this
respect as follows:

(a) The international community and the States with no history of colonialism
in other Territories and/or those States which presently do not insist on
perpetuating colonialism in other Territories can adopt practical, appropriate
measures against the States which disregard their international commitments in the
administration of Non-Self-Governing Territories, thus impeding the process of
their autonomy and independence in order to compel them through political, economic
and other measures to discharge their binding responsibilities. Within this
framework, the administering States must be required to increase their close
co-operation with the United Nations and to expedite granting independence to
Non-Self-Governing Territories. Along with the betterment of conditions in these
Territories, improvement in their socio-economic conditions, and development of
awareness and capabilities of the indigenous population in self-government, the
administering States must, in close co-operation with the United Nations, draw up

/ . . .
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and submit specific phased plans for granting independence to these Territories
containing the timetable for tranoition of power to the indigenous population. In
this plan, Territories enjoying better conditions should be given prio~.ity in the
attainment of their independence and provisions must be made for launching
appropriate programmed to prepare other Territories for self-govc~rnment.

(b) The international community can call on the administering States to
expedite the release of strtietica  and information to the United Nations concerning
these Territories at much shorter intervals than they have done 60 far.
Furthermore, the administrators must closely co-operate with United Nations
representatives and experts dispr;tched  to these Territories and provide  them with
the necessary facilities for the discharge of their duties.

(c )  Using its  authority  and faci l i t ies , t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  commutrity  CR~I adopt
strict  measures against both administering and non-colonial Stataz which have
turned these Territories into land-fills for their nuclear wastes or into testing
grounds for their nuclear weapons , or have created and maintained military bases in
these Territories. It must also prevent such acta and measures in the future.

(d) The international community has the authority to demand from an
administering or any other State whose military policies impede the process of
independence in the Non-Self-Qoverning Territories that it not only put an end to
these inhumane actions but also adopt measures so as to allow these bases and
mil itary insta l lat ions  to  be used f o r  peaceful  purposes and gradually  transferred
to the indigenous peoplea  of these Territories. The existence of such bases and
installations contributes to the crisee  in these Territories and jeopardiees  the
international peace and security which is inconsistent with the responsibilities of
the administering Powers towards the Territories, and is  in  violat ion of
paragraph E of Article 73 of the United Nations Charter. In this connection, the
international conununi  ty must demand, in accordance with paragraphs a, b and d of
Article 73 of the Charter, that the administering  Powers allocate the cost of
establishing and maintaining such bases and installations in Non-Self-Qoverning
Territories for the socio-economic, political and educational development of the
Territories to prepare the ground for their self-determination and independence,

(e) In order to preclude the sad recurrence of past experiences and to
prepare the ground for the implementation of practical and effective measures by
the international community aimed at eradication of colonalism,
that we adopt;  strict measures against those countries which support; the illegal and
inhumane actions of certain administering Powers
Territories so as not to allow this tactical support to contribute to the
continuation of colonialism and further delay In granting independence to those
Territor ies .

(f) States Members of the United Nations can, should they possess the
p o l i t i c a l  w i l l , lend their quantitative as well as qualitative support to
specialized
enable them to embark on educational programmes the indigenous population of

The
programmes these agencies should of course be comprehensive enough to

/ . . L
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inc!lLAde all the areas necessary for running an autonomous, independent territory
and provide for the training of efficient menpower  in every field to replace
effectively the foreign personnel from the administering States. This  pol icy wil l
preclude the emergence of a manpower vacuum after the departuro of the
administrators  f rom these  Terr i tor ies .

(g) The United Nations must demand that the administering States prepare the
proper conditions for this replacement process and agree to reduce gradually their
physical presence in these Territories by filling the positions wjth well-trained
indigenous people. The way in which this replacement process is Lo be implemented
should be worked out by the United Nations in consultation with (.he administering
States. The United Nations can play an effective role in this “transitional
period”. Should a certain State or States be unwill ing to co-operate with the
Unitod Nations in the replacement process and wish to resort;  to obstructionism in
this respect, the international community, with its practical measures, can
persuade them to fulfil their commitment and to co-operate with the United
Natiuns.

(h)  In order  to  ensure  success  in  this  respect , it is necessary to point out
that the specialised international agencies affiliated with the United Nations
must, l.n conjunction with internutional  monetary bodies, adopt appropriate measures
aimed at assisting the peoples of these Territories and work out necessary
programmea for the reinforcement and preparation of popular liberation moveme#lts
for living in a modern world in order to pave the ground for the peaceful
attainment of independence and to preclude further violence and bloodshed by
expediting decolonisation. Various aid and aaaititnnce  programmes rendered by these
bodies and agencies should continue until the achievement of independence in these
Territor ies . Thia aid should continue even after independence until  such t ime ati
the eatabliahment of a real political and economic independence has been aecured in
the newly independent States.

(Or ig ina l !  Arab ic ]

(5 Apri l  19891

1. The delegation of the Haahemite Kingdom of Jordan voted in favour of Qeneral
Assembly resolution 43/47 of 22 November 1988, entitled “International Decade for
the Eradication of Colonialism”, proceeding from Jordan’s firm position on the need
to grant independence to colonial countries and peoples and the right of peoples to
self-determination without pretitiure or outside interference.

2 . Jordan stresses that the persistence of colonialism in all  its Corms and
manifestations,  including foreign occupation of  the territory of  others ,  i s
incompatible with the Charter of the United Nations, the purposes and principles of
the Organisation, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Declaration on
the Qranting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, just ati i t
constitutes a threat to international peace and security. The Government of the
Haahemite Kingdom of Jordan urges all States to take all necetiaary measures for the
complete eradication of colonialism in all its forms and manifestations.
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3. The Government of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan supports the proposal that
the United Nations should elaborate an action plan aimed at expunging colonialism
in all its forms and manifestations and that the countries of the world should
adopt such a plan and endeavour to implement it fully and sincerely. Jordan
further supports intensive contacts between the Special Committee on the Situation
with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and those foreign States
administering, colonizing  or occupying countries and peoples with a view to
reaching a solution or agreement ensuring the granting of independence to those
countries and peoples and removing from the world the danger of confrontation and
conflict.

NEW ZEALAND

[Original: English]

[22 May 19891

1. New Zealand welcomes the interest of the Secretary-General in the
decolonization process, and particularly his direct role in the preparation of an
action plan to bring about a world free of colonialism.

2. In New Zealand's view the principles governing decolonization are well
established and should continue to guide the United Nations and its Member States.
In general the elimination of colonialism requires adherence to existing guidelines
rather than any search for new approaches or principles. The fundamental
principles laid down in Article 73 of the United Nations Charter and expanded in
General Assembly resolutions 1514 (XV) and 1541 (XV) should be reaffirmed in any
action plan and adhered to without exception by the administering Powers. In this
context, the obligation of administering Powers contained in Article 73 e of the
Charter, regarding the transmission of information, is of particular importance.

3. New Zealand believes that consideration by the United Nations of particular
decolonization situations should continue to be marked by understanding and
flexibility. This has been a distinguishing characteristic of the decolonization
process in the South Pacific region, in which decolonization has so far been
carried out in a way that reflects great credit on the United Nations and the
various administering Powers concerned. Within the South Pacific a number of
countries have proceeded under United Nations supervision to exercise their
inalienable right to self-determination and have achieved full independence. In
certain other Territories, in accordance with the wishes of their inhabitants, the
path of full independence has not been chosen: instead, under United Nations
supervision, self-government in free association has provided an alternative
solution  for Territories wishing to retain their links with the former
administering Power. In the case of one Non-Self-Governing Territory, Tokelau, for
which New Zealand is the administering Power and on which it reports regularly to
the united Nations, the people have been of the view that independence should not,
at least for the present, be their principal objective. New Zealand respects their
wishes and expects that the international community will also continue to be guided
by them.

/ s..
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4. In considering the future status of Non-Self-Governing Territories, the New
Zealand Government will continue to accept and to place full importance on the
provisions of resolutions 1514 (XV) and 1541 (XV), including the principles annexed
to the latter resolution. It therefore considers that any act of
self-determination must, inter alia, involve the offer of a full range of options,
must be preceded by proper and unbiased education of the populations concerned, and
must involve no attachment of either overt or hidden penalties to the exercise of
that right to self-determination.

5. While bearing in mind the record of successful decolonisation under United
Nations auspices, New Zealand considers that the remaining instances of colonialism
may present special difficulties. Nevertheless, in such situations, New Zealand
considers that the administering Power has the clear responsibility to create as
quickly as possible, in consultation with the populations concerned, the conditions
in which an act of self-determination can take place consistent with United Nations
principles and under United Nations supervision. It should be recognised that in
some instances the populations concerned may favour a long-term approach to
self-determination.

UKRAINIAN SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLIC

[Original: Russian]

[24 July 19891

1. In accordance with its position of principle, the Ukrainian SSR consistently
supports efforts by the United Nations to bring about the final abolition of
colonialism. It regards as a positive and timely step the proclamation by the
General Assembly at its forty-third session of the years 1990-2000 as the
International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism.

2. The Ukrainian SSR, as it indicates its desire to promote the attainment of the
goals of the Decade, believes that the formulation and implementation of an action
plan under the Decade should be predicated on full implementation of existing
United Nations decisions to do with decolonization. These include, for example,
the Plan of Action for the Full Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, endorsed by the General Assembly
in resolution 351118: and the plan of activities for the period 1990-1993 to combat
racism and racial discrimination.

3. An important prerequisite for the accomplishment of the goals of the
International Decade is a growing inclination around the world to be governed in
international affairs by common human values, to strengthen the democratic
underpinnings of the world order, to uphold the primacy of law in international
policies, tc seek peaceful political solutions to complex problems, and to make
full use of the creative peace-making poteptial of the United Nations.

/ . . .
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4. The positive effect of the new political processes was revealed in the
attainment of agreement on the start, as of 1 April 1989, of the United Nations
operation to bring independence to Namibia - the largest of the Territories still
in colonial status. It is essential to make sure that the agreements on Namibia
are fully carried out. The peoples of all dependent Territories must be given an
opportunity to exercise their right to self-determination.

5. The last Trust Territory, Micronesia, must also be given an opportunity to
exercise its right under the United Nations Charte:.  without external pressure and,
through a free expression of will by its people, decide on the issue of
self-government or independence. The goal of complete and final decolonization may
be said to have been reached only when the right of indigenous populations freely
to choose the path of their development is honoured without reservation and
emergent States become not only politically autonomous but socially and
economically viable. Implementation of the proposals put forward, inter alia at--I
the third special session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament, 11
calling for the dismantling of foreign bases and abolition of foreign military
presences in the territory of other countries by the year 2000 and the cessation of
military activity by the colonial States in the Territories under their
administration, would significantly ease and hasten the attainment of the goals of
the International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism.

6. The affirmation of an all-embracing approach to international security,
covering not only military and political but also the economic. environmental,
social and legal defences of States, will promote the swift implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and
the elimination of veiled colonial ambition from relations between States. In this
regard it would seem appropriate to step up and diversify the activities of the
relevant United Nations bodies, in particulax  the Special Committee of 24. That
Committee might take up the practical consideration of not only the political but
also the economic, environmental, social, legal and informational aspects of final
and complete decolonization. Between General Assembly sessions, the Special
Committee could evidently keep a close watch on the progress of the plan of action
for the Decade.

7. The programme for the Decade should encourage non-governmental organizations
and the mass media to mobilize public support for Decade events and objectives.

8. The practical programme for the Decade might also call for a co-ordinated
series of events - seminars, symposiums and encounters - to keep the public well
informed and boost solidarity with the popular anti-colonial struggle, fostering
respect for and compliance with the rights of individuals and peoples throughout
the world. The measures proposed for inclusion in the action plan for the Decade
must facilitate the development of international co-operation and the constructive
involvement in such co-operation of the maximum number of States.

9. The Ukrainian SSR, which lends every assistance to the United Nations efforts
in the campaign for the complete eradication of colonialism, racism and aoartheid,
is prepared to take an active part in the formulation and implementation of the
plan of action for the International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism.

/ . . .
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UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS

[Original: Russian]

129 May 19891

1. The decision by the General Assembly to declare 1990-2000 the International
Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism is regarded in the Soviet Union as a
timely initiative, in keeping with the spirit of the positive changes taking place
around the world, and a practical step towards mobilising the international
community against colonialism, racism and avartheid, confirming the pre-eminence of

universal human values in world politics and creating a world order organized along
democratic lines.

2. The United Nations has played a prominent role in the process of
decolonixation, which has significantly changed the political face of the planet.
Its adoption in 1960, on the initiative of the Soviet Union, of the Declaration on
the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples gave an important
moral and political boost to the campaign for national liberation. The
International Decade is to be the decisive phase in the complete implementation of
that historic Declaration.

3. The Decade is beginning as, both in the activities of the United Nations and
in world politics generally, a market shift is taking place in favour of concrete
action and seeking a balance of interests when dealing with highly complex
international issues. The start, on 1 April 1989, of the United Nations operation
to bring independence to Namibia, was a graphic illustration of this trend. The
Soviet Union regards the task of the United Nations as being to see the national
liberation of Namibia through to completion and ensure the genuine, unqualified
implementation of Security Council resolution 435 (1978). It also believes that
the addition of Namibia to the family of equal African States will lend impetus to
United Nations activities connected with the International Decade as a whole.

4. Obviously, the vigour with which the confirmation of the principles of the new
political thinking and the development of an all-encompassing approach to the
strengthening of international security are pursued will obviously have a decisive
influence on whether the Decade accomplishes its ends. The Soviet Union regards
freedom of political choice as a key element in the new thinking. It believes that
this principle extends undiluted to the peoples of all dependent Territories and
should become a universal norm of international life, but must not be allowed to be
used as a pretext for action vis-&-vis  Non-Self-Governing Territories which is not
consistent with the Charter, as is happening in Micronesia.

5. The complete eradication of colonialism will depend on continuing intensive
efforts by the world community in a wide variety of areas of international
relations. The question of military activity by colonial Powers in the Territories
under their administration remains as pertinent as ever. Implementation of the
proposal put forward by the Soviet Union at the third special session of the
General Assembly devoted to disarmament, 11 calling for the elimination of foreign
military presences and bases from the territory of other countries by the year
2000, would be a major contribution to the establishment of conditions in which
colonial peoples could advance to self-determination.

/ . . .
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6. The International Decade is intended to help to strengthen the political ano
economic self-reliance of newly independent States. In the view of the USSR,
thought should be given to the formulation of reliable safeguards for the
post-independence security of these countries. The United Nations should also make
practical efforts to prevent new States from being dragge.d  into military
competition and to involve them actively in the disarmament proc:ess.

7. The Soviet Union considers that, as part of the International Decade, the
United Nations could embark on effective measures to hasten the process of national
maturation in the economic field. The exploitation by foreign economic circles of
Territories' natural resources against the interests of the indigenous population
is rightly described in United Nations decisions as a major obstacle to the
implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples. Making more active efforts to rebuild international
economic relations on just and democratic foundations, to establish a new
international economic order, and to find effective means of dealing with the
problem of external debt and translating the relationship between disarmamert and
development into practical terms is a priority assignment for the United Nations.

8. If the International Decade is to be successful in accomplishing its
objectives, it is obvious that the entire potential of the organs of the United
Nations will have to be harnessed and the largest possible number of States will
have to become associated with this activity on a new basis. The Soviet Union,
which favours an overall enhancement of the effectiveness of the Organization,
feels it would be worthwhile, in the context of the Decade, to examine the question
of how to make the Special Committee of 24 more dyr,,amic. It considers that the
proposed extension of the activities of that Committee to encompass not only
political but economic, social and informational matters merits attention. It
regards the idea of drawing up a programme, under United Nations auspices, to
protect the environmental security of the peoples of the Non-Self-Governing
Territories as being equally topical.

9. Non-governmental organizations and the mass media have an important part to

Play, in collaboration with the United Nations, in mobilizing the international
community to attain the aims and objectives of the International Decade. It wo-lid
also appear desirable for the Organization to embark as of now on a suitable
programme of news.coverage  for the Decade, including a review of material on the
struggle of peoples for self-determination and independence, the role of national
liberation movements, and efforts undertaken by the United Nations in the field of
decolonization.

10. Solidarity with the peoples fighting for the eradication of &l'~nialism,
racism and apartheid and the attainment of national independence remains a
fundamental principle of the Soviet Union's foreign policy. The USSR supports and
subscribes to the high and noble goal:. of the International Decade and is ready to
apply itself actively to their attainment.

/ . . .
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UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND

[Original: English]

129 May 19891

As far as Britain and the few remaining British Non-Self-Governing Territories
are concerned, the colonial era is over. The peoples of those Territories enjoy a
status which conforms to their wishes: their choice is to maintain their links
with Britain. The proposed International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism
is therefore irrelevant to them. The British Government sees no need for such a
Decade, nor for time and resources to be devoted to drawing up an action plan as
envisaged in paragraph 2 of resolution 43147.

III. REPLIES RECEIVED FROM NON-MEMBER STATES

DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF KOREA

[Original: English]

[30 June 19891

1. The Democratic! People's Republic of Korea is of the view that the national
liberation struggle in colonial countries is one to free a territory and people
from the colonialists and to establish national sovereignty throughout the
country.

2. All forms and manifestations of colonialism, which are incompatible with the
Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,
constitute a grave threat to national unity and territorial iategrity. as well as
to global peace and security as a whole.

3. The Government of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea has expressed its
support to the peoples' struggle for national liberation in colonial countries and
to the struggle of all Governments and peoples to take back their Territories
usurped by the colonialists.

4. The Government of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea welcomes the
decision of the General Assembly at its forty-third session (resolution 43/47) to
declare the period 1990-2000 as the International Decade for the Eradication of
Colonialism, aimed at the complete and early eradication of colonialism at the
global level.

5. The Government of the Democratic! People's Republic of Korea is also of the
view that concrete steps and measures which provide for the granting of
independence to colonial peoples, free selection of their political systems and
enjoyment of their economic, social and cultural development in accordance with the
provisions of the Charter of the United Nations and the Declaration on the Granting

/ . . .
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of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, as well as actions aimed at
eliminating all attempts ana manifestations which encourage military occupation,
armed intervention, sabotage and establishment of a puppet regime and undermining
partially and completely the national unity and territorial integrity of a nation,
should be properly considered and reflected in an action plan aimed at ushering in
the twenky-first  century, a world free from colonialism.

IV. REPLIES RECEIVED FROM ORGANIZATIONS
WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM

UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATIUN

[Original: English]

(3 April 19891

In this respect, . . . UNESCO has no particular comment to make on General
Assembly resolution 43147. We noted, however, with satisfaction that the
resolution is in line with resolution 24 C/22.1  concerning "UNESCO's contribution
to peace and its task with respect to the promotion of human rights and the
elimination of colonialism and racism" adopted by the General Conference at il;s
twenty-fourth session on 6 November 1987 and by which the Director-General is
invited to submit a report on this matter to the General Conference at its
twenty-fifth session.

INTERNATIONAL CIVIL AVIATION ORGANIZATION

[Original: English]

[6 March 19891

ICAO is providing technical assistance, as an executing agency of the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), to a number of dependent Territories to
enable them to be self-reliant in the field of international civil aviation. With
regard to Namibia, . . . within the context of the implementation of the Declaration
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, ICAO continues
to co-operate with the United Nations Council for Namibia and invites it to ICAO
meetings dealing with matters pertaining to the relevant region. ICAO participates
actively in the Nationhood Programme for Namibia: the UNDP-funded programme of
civil aviation training fellowships, in full implementation for several years
following evaluation of civil aviation needs by an adviser, is in the process of
being expanded agaln. ICAO is also providing advice to the United Nations
Commissioner for Namibia regarding placement of trained personnel in the civil
aviation departments and airlines of other African countries to vbtain practical
experience.

/ . . .
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WORLD HFALTH ORGAN1 ZATION

(8 May lY891

1, WHO supports the declaration by the llnited  Nations of the period 19YO-2000  as
the International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism, in accordance wiLh
General Assembly resolution 43147  of 22 November 1988. Indeed, only two months
after the adoption by the General Assembly in 1960 of the Declatokion on the
Granting of Independence to Color.ial  Countries and Peoples, the Fourteenth World
Health Assembly took note of the Declaration and expressed the belief that the
World Healt!l Organiaat.jon  ‘I.. . has an important part to play in promoting the
f undamenta: and inal ienable r ight of  colonial  countric- and peoples to freedom and
independence through assistance in raising levels of physical ancl mental health,
and that one of WHO’s urgent tusks is to help newly independent countries, and
those preparing for independence, to overcome deficiencies in health programmes and
serious shortages in trained medical and health personnel” (resolution WHA14.58).

2. WHO has provided assistance in the field of health to people in the colonial
Territorjeu and invited the representatives of liberation movements  to its meetings
in an obtierver capacity, in order to facilitate the Organieation’s understanding of
the health needs and problems of the peoples whose aspirations they represent.

3, WorJd basic human right and
and that it is essential to the satisfaction of basic 

needs and the quality of life. Furthermore,
ultimate constitutional objective of WHO 
highest possible level of health and decided that the main social 
Governments and WHO in the  decades should he the attainment by all the
citiaens of the world by the year 2000 of a level of health that would permit, them

economically  productive life (resolution 

4 . It is ir ‘le light of tne above-mentioned principles that WHO ext,-nde its
support to th, international Decade for the  of Colonialism and renews
its readiness to help, as it done before, in the achievement. of health for all

3000.

I/ See A/S-lE/AC.l/lZ,


