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I . INTRODUCTION

1. On 7 December 1988, the Qoneral  Assembly adopted resolution 43/75 T entitled
“Dumping of radioactive wastes”, paragraphs 1 to 7 of which read as follows!

“1 * Conaemns all nuclear-waste dumping practices that would infringe
upon the sovereignty of States!

“2 I -es or-w regarding practice6 of dumping nuclear.
and industrial wastes in Africa, which have grave implications on the ntltionel
security of African countries;

“3. v all States to ensure that no radioactive waste is dumped
in the territory of other States in infringement of their sovereignty:

“4 * Recruests  the Conference on Disarmament to take into account, in the
ongoing negotiations for a convention on the prohibition of radiological
weapons, the dumping of radioactive wastes in the territory of other States;

“5 I Recryests  the Secretary-General to transmit to the Conference on
Disarmament all documents relating to the consideration of the present item by
the General Assembly at its forty-third session)

“6. &act\aaata the Conference on Disarmament to include in its report to
the General Assembly at its forty-fourth session the developments on the
ongoing negotiations on this subjects

“7 I Uthe rew the Secretary-General to prepare a report, in
consultation with relevant international organizations,  on the dumping of
radioactive wastes in all its aspects in Africa, including 811 steps taken or
envisaged to monitor, control and put a halt to such activities, and to submit
his report to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth session”.

2. Pursuant to paragtaph 7 of resolution 43/75 T, relevant international
organisations, that is, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the
International Maritime Organization (IMO), the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) and the Organization cf African Unity (OAUj,  were requested to provide
information they might wish to furnish on this mPrtter  snd which could be included
in the report of the Secretary-General. Their replies are reproduced in section II
of the present report.

/ . . .
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II. REPLIES  RECEIVED  FROM INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME

[Originalr  English]

[25 September 1989)

1. The Conference of Plenipotentiaries convened at Basel, Switzerland, adopted on
22 MArch 19@9 the Base1 Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of
Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal. Article 1, paragraph 3, of the Convention
provides that wastes which, as a result of being radioactive, are subject to other
international control systems, including international instruments, applying
specifically to radioactive materials, are excluded from the scope of the Base1
Convention.

2. At the same time, however, the Conference adopted a resolution by which it
requested the Executive Director of UNEP to bring to the attentio?  of the
Director-General of IAEA the need to harmonize procedures of the Base1 Convention
and the internationally agreed code of practice for international transactions
involving nuclear wastes, which is under preparation by IAEA, wSth a view to
ensuring that the provisions of the Base1 Convention are taken into full account
during the elaboration by the Agency of procedures for international transactions
involving nuclear wastes.

3. IAEA established a Technical Working Group of Bxperte  on a Code of Practice
for International Transactions Involving dadioactive  Wastes, which held its first
meeting from 22 to 25 May 1989. The Working Group reviewed a working paper
containing elements for possible inclusion in a code of practice, The Working
Grotip  agreed to meet again early in 1990. It is the intention of UNEP to
participate in that meeting.

4. UNEP is in touch with IMO with the purpose of revicwing.the existing rules,
regulations and practices with respect to dumping of hazardous and other westes at
set in the light of the Ba691 Convention with a view to recommending any additional
Ilieasures  needed within the Convention on the Prevention of Marine Pollution by
Dumping of Wastes and Other Matter, 1972 (London Dumping Convention), including its
annexes, in order to control and prevent dumping of hazardous and other west96 at
sea. IMO, in close co-operation with IAEA, has been dealing extensively with the
question of the disposal (dumping) of radioactive wastes at sea in the
implementation of relevant provisions of the London Dumping Convention and its
annexes.

!i . In view of the above, both IAEA and IMO are competent to provide information
relevant to the preparation of the Secretary-General’s report on the dumping of
radioactive wastes in all its aspects in Africa pursuant to General Assembly
resolution 43175 T. The illegal dumping of radioactive wastes in Africa is
identified in the report UNEP assisted in preparing ent"':led  "Illegal traffic in
toxic and dangerous products and wastes”, to be submitteo by the Secretary-General
to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth session (A/44/362 and Corr.1).

/ .. . .
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INTERNATIONAL MARITIME ORGANIZATION

[Original: English]

[20 June 1989]

1. The dumping of radioactive wastes within a comprehensive waste management
scheme includes the option of disposal at sea and it is in this connection that
attention is drawn to the Convention on the Prevention of Prarine Pollution by
Dumping of Wastes and Other Matter, 1972 (London Dumping Convention).

2. IMO is responsible for carrying out secretariat duties in relation to that
Convention, and a short note prepared by the IMO Office for the London Dumping
Convention is annexed describing the basic requirements of the Convention, the
status of sea disposal of radioactive wastes, decisions made under the Convention
concerning the export of wastes for sea disposal, and activities carried out by the
secretariat with a view to increasing the number of contracting parties to the
Convention. As will be noted, the responsibilities of IMO with regard to this
important matter are global and cover Africa as well as other parts of the world
(see annex and appendices).

3. In the light of the concerns expressed in General Assembly resolution 43175 T
and elsewhere regarding the transboundary movement of hazardous wastes for
disposal, it seems particularly important to continue our efforts in urging States
that are not yet contracting parties to the London Dumping Convention to join it.
Within the framework of the London Dumping Convention a number of procedures have
been developed that provide effective guidance concerning the various waste
management options.

/ . . .
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ANNEX

r &l-r, 1972
(London Dumping Convention)

1. The dumping of wastes at sea as well as the sea disposcll of any other matter
is regulated under the terms of the Convention on the Prevention of Marine
Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and Other Matter, 1972 (London Dumping Convention).
IMO performs secretariat duties in relation to the Convsntion. As at 15 June 1989,
G3 Governments had ratified or acceded to the Convention.

2. The London Dumping Convention definies “dumping at sea”. as the deliberate
disposal at sea of material and substances of any kind, form and description, which
have been loaded on board vessels for that purpose,

3. The Convention covers all marine waters beyond the baseline defining the outer
limits of the internal waters of the States.

4. Wastes and other matters are divided into three groups. The most hasardous
materials, from an environmental point of *?iew,  are listed in annex I to the
Convention. The disposal at sea of these substances is prohibited. Substances
listed in annex II to the Convent!.on  may be dumped only after a prior special
permit has been issued requiring that special care is taken in the selection of the
dumpsite  and in the execution of the dumping operation. Materials not listed in
the annexes may be dumped at sea after a prior general permit has been issued.

Sea dL8oosal of raaioactive  was&8

5. High-level radioactive wastes or other high-level radioactive matter which is
unsuitable for dumping at sea are included in annex I to the London Dumping
Convention and are therefore prohibited from being dumped at sea. Under the terms
of the Convention, IAEA has the responsibility for defining high-level radioactive
materials unsuitable for sea disposal.

(i . Low-level radioactive wastes requiring a special permit for disposal rit sea
fire listed in annex II to the Convention. IAEA is the competent international body
to recommend a basis for the issue of such special permits.

‘7 . TAE.%  developed the above-mentioned definition and recommendations. The latest.
revised version was approved by the Board of Governors of the Agency in
SePt.ember  1985 and transmitted to th.9 Jonsultative Meeting of Contracting Parties
to the London Dumping Convention later that year. In this connection the Board of
Governors requested IMO to inform the contracting parties that the revised
definition and recommendations, which should not be construed as encouraging in any
way the dumping at sea of radioactive wastes or other radioactive matter, will
continue to be subject to review and revision by IAEA, as and when appropriate, in

/ . . I
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the light of technological developments and increased scientific knowledge. The
revised definition and recommendations adopted in 1985 by IAEA are published in
IAEA Safety Series No. 78, Vienna, 1986.

A. The Seventh Consultative Meeting of Contracting Parties held in 1983, owing to
concerns expressed by a number of contracting parties regarding the hazards and
risks posed by the dumping of radioactive wastes at 486, adopted a moratorium on
ftia ther dumping of such wastes, pending the review by a panel  of experts of the
relevant scjeatific U.ld Lechnical  considerations. In 1985 the Ninth Consultative
Meeting of Contracting Parties again requested contracting parties to the
Convention to suspend radioactive waste dumping at sea pending the completion of
scientific and technical studies and assessments, as well as of additional studies
on the wider political, legal, economic and social espects (reso1uti.j:  uDC.21 (9))
(see appendix I). An Inter-Governmental Panel of Experts on Radioactive Waste
Disposal at Sea was established to carry out such stv3ies and assessments. The
Panel exprcts to fine’ ‘ze its work in 1942.

9. AIt'- gh the decisions made so far by the Consultative Meeting are not legally
binding but are of a rocommenclatory character only, all contracting parties have,
sitice the adoption of the moratorium in 1983, abstained from the dumping of
radioactive wastes at sea.

10 * IMO, boing responsible for secretariat  duties in connection with the London
hmpinq Convention, assists d co-operates with regiorrbi bodie6 in establishing
reqional agreements on the tection of the marine environment from waste di8pOSal
at sea and in the implementation of such agreements. Several regional agreements
include an outright ban on :he dumping of any radioactive waste; others follow the
requirements as set out in the L.ondon  Dumping Convention.

11. Member States of the Permanent South Pacific Commission at a working group
meeting in March 1989 prepared, with the assistance of IMO, the draft reqional
convention for the protection of the South-East Pacific against radioactive
p0.l lution. Any dumping of radioactive wastes or other rddioactive  substances in
the sea and/or on the sea-bed within the 200-mile zone of maritime sovereignty antI
jurisdiction of the contracting ,.,lrties shall be prohibited.

I.2 . IMO also participated in an IAEA Working Group meeting, convened at Vienna
I’rclrn 22 to 25 May 1989, which considered the establishment of a code of practice ( I
iul;ernational transactions of radioactive wastes [for their disposal]. The meeting
liircl been convened in accordance with IAEA General Conference resolution
(XI (XXX11 )/RES/490  on dumping of nuclear wastes.

I.3 . “he problem of the movement of wastes across boundaries was considered by the
l’enth Consultative Meeting in 1986. A resolution on the export of wastes for
rli:;posal at sea was adopted (resolution  LDC.29 (10)) (see appendix II), requesting
contracting parties not to export wastes for sea disposal, especially those
containing annex I and annex II substances “ualess  there are both compelling

/ . . .
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reasons for such enp&rt  and clear evidence that the wastes would be dirpoead of in
compliance with the requirements of the London Dumping Convention”.

14. Contracting parti--s exporting wastes for sea disposal should provide advance
notification of an intended movement of such wastes to the receiving country and
obtain the prior consent of the appropriate national authorities in any country
receiving wastes and issuing the required sea disposal permit.

15. For the full text of resolution LDC,29 (lo), see appendix II.

16. The Consultative Meeting of Contracting Parties to the London Dumping
Convention, noting that the Secretary-General of IMO had bsen requested on several
occasions by West African countries for advice on matters related to the transport
and disposal of hasardous wastes, agreed that a seminar  on waste management and
waste disposal at sea should be arranged by IMO in West Africa. Plans have been
developed according!y (see IMO Circular  letter No. 1341, appendix III).

17. The Consultative Meeting of montrdctisg Parcieu to the London Dumping
Convention at all its meetings smpisised the need for more States to become
parties to the London Dumping Cunvent!  on, taking into account that the Convention
provides a global basis for the application of sea disposal principles as well as
practices with regard to waste managemant.

16. A resolution on action to increase the number of contracting parties to the
London Dumping Convention was adopted by the Consultative Meeting in 1393
(resolution LDC.13  (77)), emphasising the value and importance of a State to join
the Convention. At the request of the Consultative Meeting the Secretary-Oeneral
of IMO invited the Executive Director o-f UNEP and the Director-General of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) to bring
the resolution to the attention of their respective governing bodies,

19. Thtj response to the efforts made by the SecretarAr-General  of IMO has not been
altogether satisfactory. Since the adoption of the resolution in 1983 and in spite
of the many other additional efforts made by IMO during the past 6 years (e.g. the
organizing of regional and national seminars), only 11 States have become
contracting parties to the London Dumping Convention since 1983.

LO. From the 22 countries of the West and Central African region, only 5 countries
are contractiny parties to the London Dumping Convention: Cape Verde, C&e
d’ Ivoice,  Gabon, Nigeria and Zaire.

21. IMO will continue its efforts and also further assist regional bodies and
individual countries in the development of legal instruments on the prevention and
control of marine pollution by waste disposal at sea, It will also continue to
provide any assistance needed for the effective implementation of the London
Dumping Convention.



APPENDIX I

ve kladas of -Partiestow-JLQ);LCIQn

BwolutianLDC.21 (9) 1 Wm.&u  of ra8ioactive  wastes at eet!
Nix&h Cowive Meew ,

w that the marine environment and the living resources of the sea
are cC vital importance to all netione ancl that the objective of the London Dumping
Convention is to prevent the pollution of the seas by dumping,

mm that the Convention should continue to provide an effective global
for-um  Car the contracting parties in which to pool the advances oP science ancl
technology in their effort to combat marine pollution,

Taking note of the increasing concern of a growing body of public opinion, and
in particular among the populations living near present or potential dumping sites,
with regard to the dumping of radioactive wastes at sea,

&u that dumping of radioactive wastes at sea may adversely affect the
t?nvironment of other nations and of regions located beyond the limits of national
lurisdiction  in contravention with principle 21 of the United Nations Declaration
VII the Human Environment adopted at Stockholm in June 1972,

Rem that, under article 1 of the Convention, contracting parties haqle
pledged themselves specially to take all practicable steps to prevent the pollu’.ion
of the seas by the dumping of wastes and other matter that is liable to create
hazards to human health, to harm living resource6 and marine life, to damage
amenities or to interfere with other legitimate uses of the sea,

Rkc_aufns  that the Seventh Consultative Meeting in February 1983 adopted
reuolution  LDC.14  (71, which called for the suspension of all dumpinq  at sea of
rilclioactive materials pending the presentation to the contracting parties of the
fil~i\l  report of an expert meeting on radioactive matters related to the London
Uumpinq Convention,

wx!“gnLti.n% that the practice of dumping radioactive wastes at sea has been
I i.mit.c?d  to a few States which have halted such dumping since the adoption of
I r>::c>.trltion LDC. 14 (7) of February 1983,

N-~&in% the findings of the Expert Panel on the Disposal at Sea of Radioactive
Wil!:t.cG contained in document LDC 914, Annex 2, and expressing its appreciation to
the c:!xperts  involved in the preparation of this report,

N.gJjAg  that the Expanded Panel of Experts recognizes  deficiencies in
::(‘it?ntific information that need to be resolved for a rigorous and precise
,\s::essment  of the consequences of sea dumping of radioactive wastes,

/ . . .
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AGO that,’ as noted by the Expert Panel, in the comparison between
op\.lone, social, economic, scientific and technological factors are difficult to
quantify on a common baais, especially where the social factors have international
dimensionst  and that, as also noted by the Expert Panel, in the final analysis
social aad related factors may outweigh those of a purely scientific and technical
nature,

W&&I also the absence of comparison between land-based :3nd sea dumping
options,

1. Agrees to a suspension of all dumping at sea of radioactive wastes and
other radioactive matter to permit time for the further consideration of issues
which would provide P broader basis for an informed judgement on proposals for the
amendment of the annexes of the Convention, This suspension will continue pendinq
the completion of the studies and assessments referred to in paragraphs 2 to 5
hereunder;

2. m that additional studies and assessments of the wider political,
legal, econcmic  and social aspects of radioactive waste dumping at sea be
undertaken by a panel of experts to complement the existing expanded panel report;

3. UQU~J&E that further assessments examine the issue of comparative
land-based options and the costs and risks associated with these optionst

4. m that studies and assessments examine the question of whether it
can be proven that any dumping of radioactive wastes and other radioactive matter
at sea will not harm human life and/or cause significant damage to the marine
environment;

5, m IA,EA to advise contracting parties with respect to certain
ou+standing Pcientific and technical isRues relating to the sea dumping of
rs~.k~active  wastes, specifically:

(a) To determine whether additional risks to tbose considered in the revised
IAEA definition and recommendations justify re-examination of the definition of
radioactive wastes and other radioactive matter unsuitable for dumping at sea for
certain individual radionuclides;

(b) To establish source (dose) upper bounds appropriate to the practice of
rudioactive waste dumping under the Convention;

(cl To define quantitatively the exempt levels of radionuclides for the
purposes of the Convention;

6. m the Organieation to approach appropriate international agencies
to establish and maintain an inventory of radioactive wastes from all sources
entering the marine environment:

/ . . .
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7 . m contracting parties tc develop, a.8 envieagecl  in article X,
procedureo for the assessment of liability in accordance with the principles of
international law regarding State responsibility for damage to the environment of
other States or to any other area of the environment resulting from dumping.

/ . . .
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APPENDIX I I

(lOIt wt o f  -for a a t  w

I

v the obligation of contracting parties to promote, individually and
col lec t i ve ly , the effective control of all sources of pollution of the marine
environment,

B fur- the increasing movement of wastes across national
boundaries for a variety of purposes such as storage, recycling, treatment or final
disposal,

m the recommendation of the London Dumping Convention Task Teem 2000
Report (LDC 814) that contacting parties address the problem of the transboundary
movement of wastee for die-posal at sea,

v resolution LDC Res.11 (V) concerning the export of waRtee
f o r  i n c i n e r a t i o n  a t  s e a ,

s that protection of the marine envjronment  in connection with the
transboundary movement of wastes for disposal at sea is a shared responsibility
between exporting and receiving countries,

u the activities of such organisations as the United Nations Environment
Programme, the European Community, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development and the Oslo Commission in developing rules and guidelines on the
transboundary movement of hasardous wastes, and their value in advancing the
objectives of the London Dumping Convention,

&&&&g in ti that the work undertaken in some of these organisations may
ultimately lead to an international convention on all aspects of the transboundary
movement of haaardous wastes,

w that pending the creation of such an international convention it is
useful to make recommendations to Contracting Parties on transboundary movements of
haeardous  wastes destined for disposal at sea,

s the right of individual States to apply rules governing the export
of wastes for sea disposal that are more stringent than international rules and
guidelines,

fZesirina  that any disposal at sea be conducted in accordance with the
requirements of the London Dumping Convention and appropriate regional conventions,

/ . . .,
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1. Agsm to work towards the widespread acceptance and effective
application of the Conventioni

2. v to recommend that contracting parties not export wastes
for sea disposal, particularly those containing substances listed in annexes I and
II of the London Dumping Convention, to States not party to the Convention or to an
appropriate regional convention unless there are both compelling reasons for such
export and clear evidence that the wastes would be disposed of in compliance with
the requirements of the London Dumping Convention and such regional conventions;

3. Calls on contracting parties exporting wastes for sea disposal tot

(a) Provide advance notification of any intended movement of such wastes to
the receiving country and any other country which may exercise authority over their
transport or disposal in sufficient time for an informed aeaeaamentj

(b) Obtain the prior consent of the appropriate national authorities in any
country receiving wastes and issuing the required permit for sea disposal)

4 . w contracting parties to endeavour to ensure  that wastes exported for
a purpose other than sea disposal are not ultimately diaposed of at sea unless done
in compliance with the requirements of the Conventions.

5. m that contracting parties provide the Organisation with the names
of the national authorities in their country responsible for receiving advance
notification of the tranaboundary movement of wastes for aea disposal, and requests
the Organisation to circulate this information among the contracting parties!

6 . m contracting parties to take account of this resolution when
negotiating any future international convention on the transboundary movement of
hazardous wastes.

/ . . .
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APPENDIX III

TV t

Circular letter No. 1341
27 April 1989

All countries in the West and Central African Region (Angola, Benin,
Cameroon, Cape Verde, Congo, CSte  d’Ivoire, Aqubtorial Guinea, Gabon,
Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Libsria,  Mauritania,  Namibia,
Nigeria, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Toqo,  Zaire)
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)  Food and Agriculture
Orqanization of the United Nations (FA@) Intergovernmental
Oceanographic Commission  (IOC)

CCI UNEP Focal Points In the Region
UNDP Resident Representatives in the Region

subjectr w C!e o n  VJmiteManeaementanA
a+ Sea (mmtively  olech 199Q)

The Seminar has been initiated by Contracting Parties to the Convention on the
Prevention of Marine Pollution by dumping of Wastes and Other Matter, 1972 (London
Uwnping  Convention), as part of their initiative to increase membership in the
Convention and to respond to requests for technical assistance on waste management
and waste disposal at sea.

The London Dumping Convention regulates the sea disposal of wastes on a global
basis. Article I of the London Dumping Convention pledges contracting parties to
t8ke effective measures to prevent marine pollution by dumping at sea and to
Promote control of all sources of marine pollution. Article IX of the Convention
also calls for promoting technical co-operation and assistance in furthering the
dms and purposes of the Convention.

The Seminar will be supported by the MO/Swedish International Development
Agency (SIDA) Programme for the Protection of the Marine Environment. The
Tnt.ergovernmental  Oceanographic Commission (IOC), the United Nations Food and
Arlr’iculture  Organization (FAO) and thg United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
hr\vp nlso indicated their willingness to support the Seminar.

The principal objective of the Seminar is to provide an opportunity for
countries of the West and Central African Region to learn of progress at the global
l.c!veJ  in reducing marine pollution through the control of waste disposal at 68s.
The London Dumping Convention provides a comprehensive framework for evaluating the
role of disposal at sea in which the practical availability of alternative
land-based methods of treatment,, disposal or elimination, or treatment to render
the! waste less harmful for dumping at ssa is considered. If the foregoing analysis
ol~ws the ocean alternative to be less preferable, the Convention recommends that a
licence for sea disposal should not be given.

/ . . I
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The following is 8 preliminary list of topics which are planned to be
addrrsead  a t  t h e  Seminavt

State of the marine environment in West and Central Africa)

Trends in marine resource utilisationi

Waste eourcee, disposal practices and problems in West and Central Africa
(to be limited to identified priorities and national presentationIt

Legislation and programmes for waste management and marine pollution
control (in West and Central Africa and qlobally)#

Waste treatment and dispobal options (to be limited to identified
pr ior i t ies ) ;

Montreal Guidelines for Land-Based Discharges to Marine Environmentt

Application of the London Dumping Convention to disposal at seal

Hazard evaluation (e.g. assessment approaches of the least developed
countries and Internrtional  Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships,
1973, and the Protocol of 197811

Workshop on dumpsite  selection and monitoring (e.g. dredged material)!

Workshop on developing a local waste management plan;

Workshop on waste management (e.g. comparative assessment of disposal
options) t

Future developments.

WI Other topic suggestions will be considered.

Participation will be open to senior administrators and technical advisory
staEf involved in the AisposeL  of wastes at sea, marine environment protection or
waste management. For practical reasons the total number of participants will be
restricted to approximately 50. Selection of nominees, in particular for thoso
requiring financial &63istance, will be made by the IMO secretariat, taking into
account the needs and interests of the countries. If more than one participant
from one country is nominated (two may be possible), please indicate the order OE
priority. I’

/ l l .
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To assist in this selection, the attached questionnaire should be completed
and returned to the II40 secretariat not later than 1 August 1989.‘~

Financial assistance for participation is limited to the return economy air
fare by the economic and direct route and daily subsistence allowances for
participants’ Stay during the Seminar or in transit elsewhere at the preveiling
United Nationc  rate, Insurance for attendant risk in travelling  or for illness,
e tc . , must be arranged by the participants.

Recipients  are invited to complete the qUestiOnnaire,  in as much detail as
possible, to ascist the MO secretariat in establishing topics of particular
con03 rn, to decir’s on the optimum composition of the panel of Sp8akerS  and also to
t3818Ct  participants.

Upon receipt of the responses to the qusstionnaire  and after further
consultation with interested parties, a final notification will be given on the
progrenune, dates, venue and other arrangements for the Seminar.

* Mr. J. H. Karau
Senior Technical Officer
Office for the London Dumping Convention
Marine Environment Division
International Maritime Organieation
4, Albert Embankment
LONDON SE1 7SR
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

/ l . .
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Circular letter No. 1341

ATTACHMENT I

al Afrj,m
to -ate Seminar on

-ManAaement.and-

FOREWORD

This questionnaire forms part of a circular announcing an IMO/Swedish
International Development Agency (SIDA)  Seminar on Waste Management and Waste
Disposal at Sea. Recipients are invited to complete the questionnaire, in as much
iletail as possible, to assist the IMO secretariat in establishing topics of
particular concern, to decide on the optimum composition of the panel of speakers,
shrl also to select participants, keeping  in mind that for practical purposes their
numbers  will be restricted.

J. ADMINISTRATIVE DETAILS

.\-I. Title and address of agency(ie8)  supplying information on this questionnaire:

Telephone No, : *........*....,*..*....,*.

TelexJTclefax No. : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

J. . % General areas of reSpOn8ibility  of agency(ie8) listed in 1.1 above, in
particular the responsibilities related to waste management, treatment or
Clisposal  :

................................................................................

................................................................................

... .............................................................................

................................................................................

................................................................................

................................................................................

................................................................................

................................................................................

/ . . .



I . 3

2

2 . 1

A/44/852
Englieh
Page 17

Contact for further communication8 regarding the seminar if different  to 1.1
above :

Telephone No.; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Tel8X/Tel8faX  No.; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

PRODUCTION, TREATMENT AND DISPOSAL OF WASTES

W: For the purposes of this questionnaire a waste is any discarded solid,
sludge or liquid material (including dredged material) which it3
transported from its 8ource to a site of permanent disposal).

What are the major source8 of wastes generated within the State?

i

Domestic sewage: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Agricultural and fisheries (including food
processing and drink manufacturing)r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Wood processingz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Power generation1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Tanneries t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textiles: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Iron and steelr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Chemical industry: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Shipping: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Oil and gas: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Mining t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Other: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

/ . . .
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2.2 Which 8OUrC86  and type8 of WMt8 are likely to show the gr8at88t increase in
quantity within the for8fie8abl8  future?

2.3 What proportion of domestic sewage is subject to treatment?

Primary treatment1

Secondary treatment1

Other  form of trl atment:

Total:

2.4 What proportion of domestic sewage SlUdgO is 8UbjeCt  to:

Disposal by landfills

Spreading on agricultural landa

Oisposal by dumping at sea:

Digestion for energy  pruduction (biOga8)r

Incineration8

,...*..,........

,,,,,...,.......

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

2.5 What are the major type8 of industrial waste produced (metallic, food
processing, chemical, packaging, etc.)?

/ . l .
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2.6 Which methods of waste ksposal are used for industrial wastes?

Method of disDosa1 ‘i&De8 Of WaSti?S

Landfill:

Discharge to inland water:

Discharge to sea:

Dumping at sea:

Incineration:

Export:

Recycling:

Other (please specify):

2.7 How many ports and harbours are subject to maintenance dredging operations
regularly or in the last five years?

If possible, give the dredged material tonnages (or cubic metres), for the
three largest ports subject to maintenance dredging:

Name of port Dredaed material amounts

1.

2.

3 . .

2.8 Please briefly describe major ongoing or planned port and harbour expansion
programmes.

/ . . .
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2.9 Are there any particular source8 or types of waste which currently preaent
environmental problems7 If so, are such problems .:slated  to human health, the
terrestrial environment, freshwater or marine anvironment37

2.10 Would it be posrlible to present at tho Seminar a “case-study” which would
demonstrate clearly adve’se  environmental, health OX other consequences of
improper waste disposal at sea and the leseons learned?

i REGULATORY ASPECTS OF WASTE DISPOSAL

3.1 Has the State develoyed a policy of waste management, taking into account all
categories of waste and all methods of waste disposal7

3.2 Has the State enacted legislation to control waste disposal activities7 If
so, please epecify.

.I. .1 Has the State enacted legislation to control the input ?f pollutants to the
marine envitunment? If so, please specify.

/ . . .
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\ . .I Hars  the State established a single agency to regulate waste dispossl
tilctivities or is this responsibility distributed between a number of
ngencies?  Please provide details.

;1 . 5 Does the State sponsor research into new and improved methods of waste
disposal? If 60, please specify.

.I , ri Are the estuarine and coastal waters of the State subject to routine
monitoring of environmental quality? If 60, please specify.

/ . . .
-
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ATTACHMENT I I

Name 8

Position;

Mailing address8

Telex/Telefax Nos. I

Telephone Nos. I

Training and experience!

Responsibilities/interestsr

I....L1....,,...  (Of f i ce ) 1.*...***..1.*. ( Home 1

. . . . . . . . . ..l......L.................~...........

Is financial assistance required
for participation7 YES/NO (delete as appropriate)

li!xtL0.61 If more than one person is to be nominated or proposed for participation,
please indicate priorities.

If there are any additional comments, suggestions, copies of relevant
documents etc. which are considered relevant to the Seminar or this
questionnaire, the Secretariat would be pleased to receive them.

Kindly return completed questionnaire as soon as possible, and at the
latest before 1 August 1989 to Mr. John Karau, Marine Environment Division,
International Maritime Organixation, 4, Albert Embankment, London SE1 7SR,
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

/ . . .
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INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY

[Originall  Engl ish]

[8 June 19891

I . The General Conference of IAEA, at its thirty-second session, adopted
resolution GC (XXXII)/RES/490, entitled “Dumping of nuclear wastes”, which the
Director-General brought to the attention of the Secretary-General of the United
Nations.

7.a . That resolution, &&er alb, condemns all nuclear waste dumping practices
which would infringe upon the sovereignty of States and requests each member State
to take necessary measures to ensure that its international nuclear  waste
transactions take place in accordance with appropriate re#,uirements  of the
exporting, importing and transit States. The resolution also requested the
Director-General to establish a representative technical working group of experts
wit.11 the objective of elaborating an internationally agreed code of practice for
international transactions involving nuclear waste, The international group of
oxyerts held its first meeting from 22 to 25 May 1989 at IAEA headquarters at
Vienna.

3. In Jun. 1988, at the request of an African member State, IAEA sent an expert
to clfscovel hether waste illegally disposed of in that country was radioactive: ’
the result ,ds negative. So far, no case of dumping of radioactive waste is known
t.o 1Ar;A.

4. The development of a comprehansive  r&gime for the safe management of
radioactive waste constitutes one of the IAEA’s important programme priorities.
The Agency serves as a centre for assistance and advice and for the development of
standards and criteria in the field of nuclear waste management. For some time it
hau been providing assistance to developing countries under its waste management
advisory programme and as a part of its technical assistance programme.
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ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY

[Original 8 English)

[19 June 19891

The Organisation of African Unity enclosed the OAU resolution on the matter
(see A/43/398, annex I), and stated that its implementation as outlined in the
rennlution  had been fully carried out. OAU also enclosed the text of a resolution
of the Economic Community of West African States on the matter (anne;:  I) and a copy
nf R letter from the Director-General of IAEA (annex II).

/ . . .
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ANNEX I

on of m of B of,Gove- Lgme. 23-25 Juag 1986

itv of &&s of St&a Govm,

Minaful  of article 5 of the Treaty of the Economic Community of West African
States establishing the Authority and defining its composition and functions,

Aware that the West African subregion faces serious problems of ecological
degradation  principally brought about by drought and desertification,

UQU&..U  of the efforts of the countries of the subregion to re-establish the
natural ecological balance through the implementation of environmental protection
t?rogrammes  at both national and community levels,

Alarmea at the increasing reports of the incidence of acts of or attempts at
dumping nuclear and other harmful industrial waste within the territories of member
States of the Economic Community of West African States,

Determinea  to continue to protect, preserve and improve the natural
environment of the subregion for the benefit of the present and future generations
of West Africans and other people,

1, We condemn in no uncertain terms all acts of or attempts at dumping of
nuclear and other industrial waste in the territory or territorial waters of any
member State of the Economic Community of West African States;

2. We undertake to enact laws in our respective countries to make it a
criminal offence for anybody, group of persons or firms or- organieations to take
part. in any act that facilitates the dumping of nuclear and industrial waste in any
nC our territories:

3‘ Each member State is urged to take all possible measures to prevent the
involvement of the Government or its officials, any corporate body or private
citizen  in any act that could lead to the dumping of toxic and other harmful waste
in ito territory;

4. We undertake to establish a “dump watch”. The Council of Ministers, with
t.ht! assistance of the Executive Secretary, shall ensure the effective establishment
of this system of surveillance to ensure that the West African subregion is kept
tree of nuclear and industrial waste:

/ ‘ . .
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5. The Governments of the industrialised countries are called upon to take
the necessary measures to ensure the safe disposal of nuclear and other industrial
waste and to strengthen their procedures for enforcing such measures, so as to
prevent the export of these waste materials to other countries.

(-1 H.E. General Ibrahim Badarasi BABANGIDA
Chairman

/ . . .
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ANNEX II

I have received your letter of 17 June 1988 about the problem of dumping
nuclear and toxic waste in Africa and I am aware of the recent incidents which have
caused widespread concern. IAEA has organieed regional seminars and training
courses on radiation protection and nuclear safety in Africa and a course on
n\lclear  law and radiation protection is planned for 1990. The Agency has alSO he6n
able to offer expert advice to individual Africen member States in the preparation
of nuclear safety laws and regulations, in establishing national radiation
protection centres, as well a6 in a variety of other nuclear safety related areas.
Several radiation protection advisory team missions have been sent to requesting
African member States. We shall continue to keep the situation under our ClOSe
attention.

In connection with tho problem covered by the OAU resolution on dumping of
nnclear  and industrial waste in Africa, the Agency sent a mission upon request of
one Afr.ican  country and expressed its readiness to assist two other countries that
approached us,

I have circulated the text of the resolution enclosed with your letter to all
of the member States of the Agency. I can assure you that I shall certainly lend
my support to the view of our African member State6 in any discussion on this
problem in international forums, and I plan to address the issue in my Statement to
the forthcoming session of the IAEA General Conference in September this year.

Within the limits of our financial resources we shall give priority
consideration to any further requests for assistance directed to us by our African
members States in the field of nuclear waste, However, it i6 important t0 bear in
mind that the AgenCy’6  responsibility and expertise is confined to nuclear waste
and doe6 not oxtend to toxic industrial waste.

(w) Hans BLIX
Director-General


