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HUNGARY 

[ O r i g i n a l : E n g l i s h ] 

[11 October 1989] 

1. The Government of the Hungarian People's Republic wishes to commend the 
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l f o r having prepared, w i t h the a s s i s t a n c e of a group of c o n s u l t a n t 
e x p e r t s , a study on the c l i m a t i c and other g l o b a l e f f e c t s of m i c l e a r war. 

2. T h i s f a l l the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community i s going to commemorate the f i f t i e t h 
a n n i v e r s a r y of the outbreak of the Second World War. The conseguences of t h i s 
h o r r i b l e g l o b a l c o n f l a g r a t i o n , the tens of m i l l i o n s of v i c t i m s l e d to the solemn 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l m a n i f e s t a t i o n contained i n the Charter of the United Nations, "to 
save succeeding generations from the scourge of war The v a l i d i t y and 
t i m e l i n e s s of t h i s noble t a s k has not diminished over the y e a r s and a c g u i r e d 
s p e c i a l r e l e v a n c e w i t h the i n c e p t i o n of the n u c l e a r e r a . With the e x i s t e n c e of 
some 50,000 n u c l e a r warheads one cannot overlook the i n h e r e n t danger of an outbreak 
of n u c l e a r war, the p o s s i b l e conseguences of which are beyond imagination. 

3. I n the view of the Hungarian Government the study on the c l i m a t i c and other 
g l o b a l e f f e c t s of n u c l e a r war i s a s i g n i f i c a n t attempt by the United Nations to 
a n a l y s e i n an e x t e n s i v e and comprehensive manner the presumable conseguences of 
n u c l e a r war. The envisaged c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of n u c l e a r war imply t h a t not only the 
b e l l i g e r e n t s , but c o u n t r i e s o u t s i d e the a r e a of c o n f l i c t would s u f f e r from i t s 
conseguences as w e l l . The c o n c l u s i o n s reached by the i n t e r n a t i o n a l group of 
experts c l e a r l y suggest t h a t a n u c l e a r war would r e s u l t i n a g l o b a l environmental 
and socio-economic d i s r u p t i o n . I n t h i s way the f i n d i n g s of the study appear to be 
an i n t e r n a t i o n a l s c i e n t i f i c argumentation a g a i n s t n u c l e a r war and g i v e s p e c i a l 
emphasis to the j o i n t d e c l a r a t i o n of the l e a d e r s of the two major Powers: a 
n u c l e a r war cannot be won and must never be fought. 

4. The study d e p i c t s a r a t h e r grim p i c t u r e of the e f f e c t s of n u c l e a r war on the 
atmosphere and c l i m a t e , on n a t u r a l ecosystems and a g r i c u l t u r e . The socio-economic 
e f f e c t s are not d e a l t w i t h a t such a length, y e t enough i s s a i d to complement the 
h o r r i f y i n g p r o s p e c t s a f t e r a n u c l e a r war. I t i s e v i d e n t t h a t i n the world today, 
marked w i t h i n c r e a s i n g interdependence, the impact of n u c l e a r war would be the 
c o l l a p s e of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic system t h a t would be f e l t world wide, i n 
t a r g e t e d and non-targeted areas a l i k e . 

5. The s h o r t e s t y e t the most i n t e r e s t i n g chapter of the study d e a l s w i t h the 
question of recovery. The s c i e n t i s t s p r e p a r i n g the study were r a t h e r c a u t i o u s i n 
attempting to a s s e s s a p o s s i b l e recovery a f t e r a n u c l e a r war. Despite the 
u n c e r t a i n t i e s , they maintain t h a t such a c o n f l i c t would produce unprecedented 
c l i m a t i c and severe long-term socio-economic e f f e c t s and i f recovery occurred, i t 
would be slow and d i f f i c u l t , and i t i s most u n l i k e l y t h a t any new s o c i a l order t h a t 
emerges would e i t h e r resemble, or be an improvement upon, t h a t which preceded i t . 
The i n t e r n a t i o n a l community must c e r t a i n l y avoid l e a r n i n g the h a r d s h i p s of recovery 
a ^ t e r a ¿uüclear war i f there i s to be a recovery aft " a l l . Hungary i s convinced t h a t 
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concerted i n t e r n a t i o n a l e f f o r t s - a l s o i n the f i e l d of disarmament - w i l l prevent 
mankind from s u f f e r i n g from a n u c l e a r war. 

6. The Hungarian Government b e l i e v e s t h a t the f i n d i n g s of the study on the 
e f f e c t s of n u c l e a r war should be used to educate not only p r o f e s s i o n a l s engaged i n 
p o l i t i c s and disarmament diplomacy but a l s o the p u b l i c opinion. I t a l s o s h a r e s the 
view t h a t r e s e a r c h i n t h i s f i e l d should continue. 

SWEDEN 

[ O r i g i n a l : E n g l i s h ] 

[25 October 1989] 

1. The U n i t e d Nations study on the c l i m a t i c and other g l o b a l e f f e c t s of n u c l e a r 
war r e p r e s e n t s a v a l u a b l e a d d i t i o n to the previous United Nations s t u d i e s on 
disarmament and should become a standard source of r e f e r e n c e . I t summarizes the 
f i n d i n g s of many r e s e a r c h groups, working i n the v a r i o u s s u b f i e l d s r e l a t e d to 
c l i m a t i c d i s t u r b a n c e s i n the wake of n u c l e a r warfare, i n a c o n c i s e and 
comprehensive f a s h i o n . Bearing i n mind the l a r g e number of i n v e s t i g a t i o n s which 
have been undertaken and the wide range of r e s u l t s presented i n the s c i e n t i f i c 
l i t e r a t u r e , t h i s i s a w e l l - b a l a n c e d and uncimbiguous account of c u r r e n t knowledge. 

2. Chapter I provides a u s e f u l summary of the o r i g i n s of the problem, the 
e v o l u t i o n of the s c i e n t i f i c understanding of the problem, and the c o n c l u s i o n s which 
can be drawn. I n p a r t i c u l a r , s e c t i o n С ( p a r a s . 21-28) i s recommended reading f o r 
a l l concerned, and i s s u f f i c i e n t l y i n f o r m a t i v e f o r readers who are not s p e c i f i c a l l y 
i n t e r e s t e d i n the t e c h n i c a l sub-problems a s s o c i a t e d w i t h an understanding of the 
c l i m a t i c e f f e c t s of n u c l e a r war. 

3. Chapters I I and I I I c o n s t i t u t e a s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d account of the e f f o r t s to 
r e s o l v e these sub-problems, the knowledge accumulated i n the process and the 
r e s i d u a l u n c e r t a i n t i e s . I n the view of the Swedish Government, t h i s i s a balanced 
and unbiased d e s c r i p t i o n . I t should a l s o be a c c e s s i b l e f o r a r e a d e r s h i p without 
any p a r t i c u l a r s c i e n t i f i c background. 

4. As f o r the l a s t p a r t of the study, s e c t i o n s G and H of chapter IV a f f i r m the 
consensus regarding the high r i s k of a g l o b a l environmental d i s r u p t i o n expressed 
e a r l i e r i n s e c t i o n С of chapter I . 

5. The Swedish Government notes the c o n c l u s i o n reached by the Group of Consultant 
E x p e r t s t h a t a major n u c l e a r war a l s o poses grave dangers to regions and n a t i o n s 
which are v e r y remote from the zones of immediate d e s t r u c t i o n . T h i s c a r e f u l l y 
c r a f t e d study should make i t c l e a r to a l l S t a t e s concerned t h a t no n a t i o n can 
escape the d e v a s t a t i n g e f f e c t s of a war fought w i t h n u c l e a r weapons. 
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6. La Tchécoslovaquie p a r t i c i p e activement aux e f f o r t s en ce sens. C'est sur son 
i n i t i a t i v e que l e s E t a t s p a r t i e s au Traité de V a r s o v i e ont adopté, l o r s de l a 
s e s s i o n du Comité p o l i t i q u e c o n s u l t a t i f tenue l e s 15 e t 16 j u i l l e t 1988, un 
document important intitulé "Les i n c i d e n c e s de l a course aux armements sur 
l'environnement n a t u r e l e t a u t r e s a s p e c t s de l a sécurité écologigue", gui c o n t i e n t 
une a n a l y s e de l'ensemble complexe des f a c t e u r s m i l i t a i r e s ayant des e f f e t s 
néfastes sur l'environnement. I l confirme que l a prévention de l a guerre nucléaire 
était e t r e s t e l ' o b j e c t i f p r i n c i p a l dans l e combat pour l a p r o t e c t i o n de 
1'envi ronnement. 

7. La Tchécoslovaguie a également p r i s en décembre 1988 l ' i n i t i a t i v e d'une 
p r o p o s i t i o n de convoguer a u s s i rapidement gue p o s s i b l e une réunion des premiers 
m i n i s t r e s des pays a v o i s i n a n t son t e r r i t o i r e , en vue d'apporter d'urgence l e s 
s o l u t i o n s i n d i s p e n s a b l e s aux graves problèmes écologiques qui se posent au niveau 
régional, c'est-à-dire en Europe c e n t r a l e . 

8. La Tchécoslovaguie se félicite sincèrement des tendances p o s i t i v e s gui se 
d e s s i n e n t actuellement dans l e s r e l a t i o n s i n t e r n a t i o n a l e s . E l l e e s t convaincue de 
ce gue l'arrêt de l a course aux armements e t l'adoption de mesures e f f i c a c e s de 
désarmement c o n t r i b u e r o n t au renforcement de l a paix e t de l a stabilité e t en 
fe r o n t un f a c t e u r décisif dans l e développement d'une l a r g e coopération 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l e , notamment dans l e domaine de l a p r o t e c t i o n de l'environnement. 

Note 

1/ P u b l i c a t i o n des Nations Unies, numéro de vente : F.89.IX.1. 




