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BYELORUSSIAN SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLIC 

[ O r i g i n a l : R u s s i a n ] 

[21 September 1989] 

1. The B y e l o r u s s i a n S o v i e t S o c i a l i s t Republic notes w i t h s a t i s f a c t i o n t h a t the 
study was conducted by a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e group of a u t h o r i t a t i v e e x p e r t s . The 
Group's c o n c l u s i o n s are founded on r e s e a r c h conducted i n a number of c o u n t r i e s as 
w e l l as on an i n t e r n a t i o n a l b a s i s , i n v o l v i n g , i n t e r a l i a , the World Health 
O r g a n i z a t i o n . T h i s g i v e s them s t i l l g r e a t e r weight. 

2. The c o n c l u s i o n of the Study to the e f f e c t t h a t a n u c l e a r war, i f i t were 
unleashed, would be t o t a l l y u n l i k e any previous form of warfare i s of key 
s i g n i f i c a n c e f o r an understanding of the m i l i t a r y and s t r a t e g i c r e a l i t i e s of the 
second h a l f of the t w e n t i e t h century. Any of the consequences of a n u c l e a r war 
r e f e r r e d to i n the Study, be i t the g l o b a l e c o l o g i c a l and population c r i s e s , the 
d e p l e t i o n of the ozone l a y e r , r a d i o a c t i v i t y , the prospect of widespread s t a r v a t i o n 
as a r e s u l t of the breakdown of a g r i c u l t u r a l production or the complete breakdown 
of p u b l i c h e a l t h c a r e , makes the use of n u c l e a r weapons mo r a l l y unacceptable. As 
f o r the t o t a l i t y of a l l those f a c t o r s - which, moreover, pos s e s s a s y n e r g e t i c 
e f f e c t - i t would, as the study r i g h t l y p o i n t s out, l e a d d i r e c t l y to the 
d i s i n t e g r a t i o n of the i n f r a s t r u c t u r e of s o c i e t y , the p o s s i b i l i t y of recovery even 
i n the long term being u n c e r t a i n . A p o i n t of fundamental importance i s t h a t the 
r i s k of unprecedented consequences i s e q u a l l y g r e a t f o r combatant and non-combatant 
c o u n t r i e s . 

3. The study thus p o i n t s to the need f o r those who have not y e t done so to 
r e t h i n k the r o l e of n u c l e a r weapons i n the contemporary world and the s i g n i f i c a n c e 
of m i l i t a r y and s t r a t e g i c concepts based on the p o s s i b i l i t y of t h e i r use. 

4. The need f o r a l l S t a t e s , i r r e s p e c t i v e of t h e i r d i f f e r e n c e s , and f o r a l l s o c i a l 
f o r c e s and s t r a t a of s o c i e t y to c o n c e r t t h e i r e f f o r t s i n the s t r u g g l e f o r the 
removal of the n u c l e a r t h r e a t and the complete e l i m i n a t i o n of n u c l e a r weapons 
f o l l o w s l o g i c a l l y from the Study's c o n c l u s i o n s . 

5. I t i s e s s e n t i a l to e s t a b l i s h a c l o s e i n t e r a c t i o n between s c i e n c e and p o l i t i c s 
i n e l a b o r a t i n g a p r a c t i c a l course of a c t i o n f o r S t a t e s w i t h the aim of guaranteeing 
genuine u n i v e r s a l s e c u r i t y . To t h i s end, i t would be u s e f u l to continue s c i e n t i f i c 
r e s e a r c h i n t o the consequences of m i l i t a r y c o n f l i c t s i n the contemporary world 
s u p e r s a t u r a t e d w i t h means of d e s t r u c t i o n , i n c l u d i n g mass d e s t r u c t i o n . 

6. The B y e l o r u s s i a n SSR c o n s i d e r s t h a t the Study's c o n c l u s i o n s on the problem of 
the c l i m a t i c and other g l o b a l e f f e c t s of n u c l e a r war are d e s e r v i n g of the w i d e s t 
d i s s e m i n a t i o n , i n t e r a l i a , w i t h i n the framework of the World Disarmament Campaign. 

7. For i t s p a r t , the B y e l o r u s s i a n SSR i s t a k i n g s t e p s to have the Study and i t s 
c o n c l u s i o n s disseminated through i t s p r e s s and the p u b l i c o r g a n i z a t i o n s concerned. 
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CHINA 

[ O r i g i n a l : Chinese] 

[30 August 1989] 

1. The Chinese Government supports General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 43/78 D, and a 
Chinese c o n s u l t a n t expert has p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the p r e p a r a t i o n of the "Study on the 
C l i m a t i c and Other Global E f f e c t s of Nuclear War". 

2. The s e r i e s of c o n c l u s i o n s reached by the study on the b a s i s of e x t e n s i v e 
s c i e n t i f i c r e s e a r c h should be g i v e n f u l l a t t e n t i o n , such a s j 

(a) A major n u c l e a r war would e n t a i l the high r i s k of a g l o b a l environmental 
d i s r u p t i o n ; 

(b) The widespread impact of such a n u c l e a r war on c l i m a t e would c o n s t i t u t e a 
severe t h r e a t to world food production; 

( c ) The socio-economic consequences of such a n u c l e a r war would be grave. 

3. The Chinese Government i s f u l l y aware of the danger of n u c l e a r war. 
Therefore, China i s c o n s i s t e n t l y opposed to the arms race and d e d i c a t e d to 
m a i n t a i n i n g world peace and s e c u r i t y . China stands f o r n u c l e a r disarmament and 
c a l l s f o r e f f e c t i v e measures f o r a comprehensive p r o h i b i t i o n and thorough 
d e s t r u c t i o n of a l l n u c l e a r weapons, thus removing the danger of n u c l e a r war once 
and f o r a l l . To t h i s end, the u n i t e d S t a t e s of America and the Union of S o v i e t 
S o c i a l i s t R e p u b l i c s , which possess the l a r g e s t and most advanced n u c l e a r a r s e n a l s 
i n the world should bear a s p e c i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r h a l t i n g the n u c l e a r arms race 
and a c h i e v i n g n u c l e a r disarmament. They should take the l e a d i n h a l t i n g the 
t e s t i n g , production and deployment of a l l types of n u c l e a r weapons, and i n 
d r a s t i c a l l y reducing and d e s t r o y i n g a l l types of n u c l e a r weapons they have deployed 
i n s i d e and o u t s i d e t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e c o u n t r i e s . A f t e r t h i s , a broadly 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e i n t e r n a t i o n a l conference w i t h the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of a l l 
nuclear-weapon S t a t e s can be h e l d to d i s c u s s s t e p s and measures towards thorough 
d e s t r u c t i o n of n u c l e a r weapons. Pending the attainment of the goal of complete 
n u c l e a r disarmament, as an e f f e c t i v e measure to prevent n u c l e a r war, a l l 
nuclear-weapon S t a t e s should undertake not to be the f i r s t to use n u c l e a r weapons 
a t any time and under any c i r c i u n s t a n c e s , and to r e f r a i n from u s i n g or t h r e a t e n i n g 
to use such weapons a g a i n s t non-nuclear-weapon S t a t e s and nuclear-weapon-free 
zones. The v e r y f i r s t day of p o s s e s s i n g n u c l e a r weapons the Chinese Government 
d e c l a r e d t h a t a t no time and under no circumstances would China be the f i r s t to use 
n u c l e a r weapons. The Chinese Government i s ready to continue working, together 
w i t h the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community, f o r the maintenance of world peace and s e c u r i t y . 

/ 

/. 
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MEXICO 

[ O r i g i n a l : Spanish] 

[31 August 1989] 

1. From the moment when n u c l e a r weapons f i r s t made t h e i r appearance on the scene, 
disarmament became a p r e s s i n g need f o r the i n t e r n a t i o n a l community. The e x i s t e n c e 
of such weapons t h r e a t e n s the very s u r v i v a l of mankind, s i n c e not only would the 
d i r e c t e f f e c t s of a l a r g e - s c a l e n u c l e a r exchange l e a d to the death of hundreds of 
m i l l i o n s of people, but i t s i n d i r e c t e f f e c t s would a l s o cause the deaths of 
thousands of m i l l i o n s . A l a r g e - s c a l e n u c l e a r war would a l s o e n t a i l a high r i s k of 
c l i m a t i c d i s t u r b a n c e throughout the world, the i n d i r e c t e f f e c t s of which would a l s o 
cause thousands of m i l l i o n s of deaths. 

2. Given t h a t the second g e n e r a l o b j e c t i v e of Mexico's p o l i c y w i t h regard to 
disarmament i s the need to prevent a n u c l e a r war, i n view of the i m p l i c a t i o n s i t 
would have f o r a l l forms of l i f e on E a r t h , the Government of Mexico, together w i t h 
Bangladesh, I n d i a , P a k i s t a n and Sweden, submitted a d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n a t the 
f o r t y - t h i r d s e s s i o n of the General Assembly, which, i n t e r a l i a , requested the 
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l to make the n e c e s s a r y arrangements f o r the reproduction as a 
United Nations p u b l i c a t i o n of the Study on the c l i m a t i c and other g l o b a l e f f e c t s of 
n u c l e a r war which he had prepared w i t h the a s s i s t a n c e of a group of c o n s u l t a n t 
e x p e r t s . 

3. Of l a t e , the n u c l e a r arms race has continued and i n t e n s i f i e d i n volume. Faced 
w i t h the t h r e a t of u n i v e r s a l a n n i h i l a t i o n , Mexico has concluded t h a t the o l d 
d i s t i n c t i o n between the strong and the weak has be^come meaningless. Consequently, 
as can be seen from r e c e n t peace and disarmament i n i t i a t i v e s , we are r e s o l v e d t h a t 
c o u n t r i e s l i k e our own, t h a t do not have n u c l e a r a r s e n a l s , should p a r t i c i p a t e 
a c t i v e l y i n a l l a s p e c t s of disarmament, s i n c e the p r o t e c t i o n of t h i s p l a n e t i s the 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of a l l the peoples t h a t i n h a b i t i t . Consequently, the r e p o r t 
submitted to us c a l l s upon the nuclear-weapon c o u n t r i e s to h a l t the build-up of 
t h e i r a r s e n a l s and to undertake not to use those weapons as means of s e t t l i n g 
d i s p u t e s , or as d e t e r r e n t s w i t h which to maintain an absurd balance of power, given 
t h a t the r e s u l t s of t h e i r use c o n s t i t u t e a s e r i o u s t h r e a t to the e x i s t e n c e of a l l 
forms of l i f e on the p l a n e t . 

4. The c o n c l u s i o n reached by the Group, t h a t a n u c l e a r c o n f r o n t a t i o n would l e a d 
to a t o t a l d i s r u p t i o n of the environment, i s a l s o a matter f o r concern. 

5. During the f i r s t month f o l l o w i n g a n u c l e a r war, s o l a r energy r e a c h i n g the 
E a r t h ' s s u r f a c e i n m i d - l a t i t u d e s of the northern hemisphere could be reduced by 
80 per cent or more. T h i s would r e s u l t i n a decrease of c o n t i n e n t a l averaged 
temperatures of between 5" and 20° С below normal w i t h i n two weeks a f t e r the 
i n j e c t i o n of smoke during summer months. The f u n c t i o n s of production, d i s t r i b u t i o n 
and consiunption i n e x i s t i n g socio-economic systems would be completely d i s r u p t e d . 
F l o r a and fauna would face e x t i n c t i o n ; and the few s u r v i v o r s would d i e of 
s t a r v a t i o n . I n view of these f a c t s , to embark on a n u c l e a r war would be s u i c i d a l . 
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6. Changes i n the c l i m a t e caused by a n u c l e a r c o n f r o n t a t i o n , w i t h a c o o l i n g of 
the ocean and the atmosphere, might cause the sea to f r e e z e out of season, plunging 
the land masses of the northern hemisphere i n t o a prolonged c o l d s p e l l which could 
p e r s i s t u n t i l the f o l l o w i n g summer. T h i s would destroy marine l i f e , and w i t h i t , 
one of man's food r e s o u r c e s t h a t would prove d i f f i c u l t to r e p l a c e . I n view of t h i s 
t h r e a t , and on the b a s i s of the information contained i n the Study, the Government 
of Mexico urges a l l Member S t a t e s to e x p l o i t marine re s o u r c e s r a t i o n a l l y and a t a l l 
c o s t s to prevent t h e i r contamination as a r e s u l t of n u c l e a r t e s t s . 

7. The r e p o r t makes i t c l e a r t h a t the d i r e c t e f f e c t s i n the areas where 
ex p l o s i o n s o c c u r r e d would be c a t a s t r o p h i c , i n terms of both the l o s s of Ьгдтап l i f e 
and the d e s t r u c t i o n of l i f e - s u p p o r t i n g i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , and t h a t the c o l l a p s e of 
g l o b a l networks of f i n a n c e , trade and communications, would exacerbate the g l o b a l 
i n d i r e c t e f f e c t s on c l i m a t e and i t s i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r food production. I n t h i s 
regard, the Group of E x p e r t s r i g h t l y p o i n t s out t h a t production c a p a c i t y would be 
impaired by the e x t e n s i v e damage to i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , w h i l e a c c e s s to any remaining 
n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s would be l i m i t e d because of the d i s r u p t i o n of t r a n s p o r t systems 
and the d i s a b l i n g of communications by the d i r e c t e f f e c t s of the b l a s t . S i m i l a r l y , 
the shortage of eguipment, machinery, spare p a r t s and s e r v i c e s would have major 
i n d u s t r i a l conséguences. The f i n d i n g s of the Study i n t h i s regard are not 
exaggerated, nor do they exceed the bounds of p r o b a b i l i t y . The Study should 
t h e r e f o r e be c i r c u l a t e d w i t h a view to b r i n g i n g about u n i v e r s a l awareness of the 
danger e n t a i l e d i n the event of the a c c i d e n t a l or d e l i b e r a t e u n l e a s h i n g of a 
n u c l e a r war. 

8. Mexico sha r e s the Group's u n c e r t a i n t y regarding the l i k e l i h o o d of recovery, 
s i n c e t h i s would depend on how f a s t s u r v i v i n g communities and n a t i o n a l e n t i t i e s 
could r e - e s t a b l i s h such l i n k s as communications, i n t e r n a t i o n a l t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and 
t r a d e , and develop or promote a l t e r n a t i v e sources of s u p p l i e s . C l e a r l y , much of 
the world's s u r v i v i n g population would be a d v e r s e l y a f f e c t e d f o r many y e a r s and 
s o c i e t y would, i n many i n s t a n c e s , be reduced to s u b s i s t e n c e l e v e l s . Be t h a t as i t 
may, Mexico sha r e s the view t h a t long-term recovery from a major n u c l e a r war would 
be u n c e r t a i n . Furthermore, i t i s u n l i k e l y t h a t any new s o c i a l order t h a t emerged 
would e i t h e r resemble, or be an improvement upon, t h a t which preceded i t . 

9. I n t h i s context, i t should be r e c a l l e d t h a t as e a r l y as 1985, i n the D e l h i 
D e c l a r a t i o n (A/40/114-S/16921, annex), the Governments of Argentina, Greece, I n d i a , 
Mexico, Sweden and the United Republic of Tanzania, echoing other s t u d i e s done on 
the s u b j e c t , s t a t e d 

"As a r e s u l t of r e c e n t atmospheric and b i o l o g i c a l s t u d i e s , t h e r e have been new 
f i n d i n g s which i n d i c a t e t h a t i n a d d i t i o n to b l a s t , heat and r a d i a t i o n , n u c l e a r 
war, even on a l i m i t e d s c a l e , would t r i g g e r an a r c t i c n u c l e a r w i n t e r which may 
transform the E a r t h i n t o a darkened, f r o z e n p l a n e t , posing unprecedented p e r i l 
to a l l n a t i o n s , even those f a r removed from the n u c l e a r e x p l o s i o n s . We are 
convinced t h a t t h i s makes i t s t i l l more p r e s s i n g to take p r e v e n t i v e a c t i o n to 
exclude f o r ever the use of n u c l e a r weapons and the occurrence of a n u c l e a r 
war. " 
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10. The f a c t t h a t no one would escape the h o r r i b l e conseguences of the use of 
n u c l e a r weapons confirms the p r i n c i p l e t h a t disarmament i s a p r o c e s s t h a t i n v o l v e s 
a l l the peoples of the world. 




