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Letter dated 27 June from the Minister for Foreien Affeirs of the-
Union of SBoviet Boelalist Republies, addressed ito the
Secretary-Ueneral

On the instructions of the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, I have the honour to reqpeét tﬁe inclusion in the agenda of the
fifteenth regulsr session of'tﬁe'General'Aaéembky, as an item of an important
and urgent character, of the folldwing: "Digarmament and the situation with-regard
to the fulfilment of the Genersl Assembly resolution of 20 November 1959 on the
question of disarmement,” )

In sccordance with rule 20 of the rules of procedure of the Gemeral Assembly,
I attach an explanatory memorandum. -

(8aned) A. GROMYKD
“ Minister for Forelgn Affairs of the
Union of Soviet Soeiglist Republies
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EXPLANATORY MEMORATDUM

The Govermment of the Union of Soviet Soclalist Republics considers it
degirable that the General Assembly should consider as an item of en important and
urgent character, the following: "Disarmament and the eitustion with regard to
the fulfilment of the General Assembly resolution of 20 November 1959 on the
question of disermement™.

In September 1959 the Soviet Unlon presented to the United Nations a progromme
‘of dissrmement the implementation of which wonld have meant the liquidation of
all means of wagling war and would thereby have ensured inviolable peace on earth.

After consideration of the Soviet proposals, the General Assembly, on
20 November 19059, unanimously approved a resolution ca;l.ling upon Governments to
make every effort to achleve a constructive solution of the problem of general.
and complete disarmement, thus giving ground for the hope that concrete results
would at long last be achieved in the sphere of disarmement. '

The Soviet Union not only put foiwérd. a plan which showed clearly the way to
the finel solution of the disarmement problem, but also mede a substantlal and
practical contribution to the cause of disermement., Without awalting the
conclusion of en interpational agresment on disarmement, the Soviet Union decided
early in 1960 to make a further mejor unilateral reduction in its armed forces,
smounting to one~third. This deecision is at present belng put into effect. Thus
the Boviet Union, for 1lts part, has done everything possiﬁle to help to carry
jnto effect the General Assembly resolution on disexmement amd to create a more
fa.voure.‘ble atmosphere for successful negotiation in the ten-~nation 0Uiszsymement
Commi, ttee.

Unfortuna.tjély, however, the negotiaticne in the ten-nation Disarmement
Committee have not Jjustified the bopes pleced on them by the peoples. What is
the remson for this situation?

The reason is that, as the entire course of the negotiations ashows, the
Governments of the United States of Americs and the other Western Powers, acting
in concert, showed no desire to come to egreement on the lmplementation of any
real measures of disarmament. Instead, they drew the Commititee into a discussion
of thelr own proposals on control end inspection without disermement. What the
Western Powers represented in the ten-nation Committee thus sought to achieve was
not disermement under international control » &8s proposed by the USSR and many other
countries, but control over armements. s
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In order to breelk the deadlock reached in'the solution of the disarmement
problem, the Soviet Covernment, in line with the programne it presented in the
United Nations General Assembly in September 1959, prepared for the Paris Summit
.meeting & new sexrles of proposals on general, and complete disarmement,

u:Thﬁ Boviet Union endeavoured to meet the desires of the Western Powers on &.
number of important points. In particuler, it unreservedly accepted France's ..
view that the meens of delivering nuclear weapons should be -prohibited and -
destroysd first, Although the Soviet Union has an advanitmge in possessiag the
most up~to-date and effective means of delivering nuclear weapons, it declared
itself willing to prohibit and destroy all means of delivering nuclear weapons, .
including intercontinentel ballistic missiles, at the very first stage of.
disarmarent, o

In its desire to meet the wishes of the Western Powers, the Soviet Union set
forth in detail in its new prcpoaale‘provieiOns relating to the orginlzation of
effective international control over disarmement measures. The Soviet Government
also took into account the ideas. put forward by other perties in the negotlations
on the subject of measures for the. preservation of peace and security in condltions
of genersl) and complete disarmament, . .

What was the answer of the western Powers repreeented in the ten-pation
Committee to the Sovied Uhlon 5.new, proposals?

The United Stetes and. the. cher Western Powere not onhy failed to take a
eingle step to neet the Soviet Uhion 2 positlon, but did everything in their power
%o prevent any practical discussion of the new Soviet proyosals, which in great
measure meet ‘the desires of the Western Powers ‘themselves. What is mors, by
regorting to endless procrastination and evading any discussion of the aubetance
of, disarmament problems, they mede it cleer that their intention wes to terpedo
the pegotiations in the Committee, .

. Experlence of the work of the tenunation Commi ttee has ehown that the Uhited
Statea of America and the other Western Powere pertlclpetlng in the negotlatione
in the Commlttee mﬂnifeetly have no deeire fbr the prehibition and destruction of
nuclear Yeapons, the llqpidation of ermies or the ligpidetion of military bases
on foreigm terrltory.
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Thus, the position of the Western Powers doomed the work of the ten-natlon
Conmittee to complete futility.

In these circumstances Mr. N.S. Krushchev, Cheirmen of the Council of
Minigters of the USSR, addressed to the Heads of Govermment of the United Kingdom,
France, the Unlted States of Americe, Italy and Canade personal meseages urgently
appealing for the most serious examinetion of the situation in the ten-naiion
Committes. .

1t is intolerable, the Soviet Govermment feels compelled to point out,
thet & Commititee instructed to exemine the pavemount and most urgent problem of.
contemporary international relations should bhave worked for a considerable
period to no purpose and should be uneble to sgree on e slngle practicel issue
of disarmament.

Guite obviously, the Soviet Govermment could not allow participation in the
ten-netion Comittes by the Soviet Union, whose sincere desire for disarmement
is universally known, to be used as a screen to conceal from the peoples the real
concerns of the Western Powers, which.have nothing to do with disarmement.

The Soviet Union and the other socialist countries perticipating in the work
of the ten-nation Committee were brought fece to face with the fact that the
Western participants in the committee plainly did not desizre t0 solve the
problems of disaymament. They were brought Pace to face with the fact thet the
Western Powers did not wish to conduct seriocus negotiations on disermement. The
question arose: could it be tolerated thet negotiations - or, to be more accuraie,
the sppearance of negobtiations - on a problem so important to ell pecples as
disermement should be used as a screen to conceal the policy of militexry -
preparetions and intensified rearmament pursued by militeristic circles in some
Western countries? The Soviet Government could not reconclle itself to the use
of the ten-metion Committee for such purposes. Aecordingly, the Soviet Government
has broken off its participation in the fruitless discussion in the ten-nation
Committee, end raquests the Secretary-CGeneral of the United Netions fo place the
question of disarmsment and the situstion with regexd to the fulfilment of the
General Assembly resolution on dissrmement of 20 November 1959 before the United
Netions CGeneral Asscmbly for consideration at its reguler seasion.
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The Soviet Union has been and remains a consistent edvocate of negotiations
between States on disarmement end is still prepared to particlpate in negotlaticns,
But it stends for negotiations of such a kind as %o promote the practical and
frultful examination of the dlsarmement probvlem, and not for mere idle debate.

The Soviet Government expresses the hope that discussion of the problem of
dlsarmament at the regular session of the United Netions General Assezbly, the
forum in which the resolution on genersl and complete dlsarmament wes adopted,
wlll help the ncble and profoundly humene idea of disermsment to bear fruit at
last in the form of speclfic fdoeds.
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