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In the absence of the President, Mr. Pibulsonmram (Thailand), Vice-President,

took the Chair.

The meeting was called to order at 3.15 p.m.
AGENDA ITEM 9 (conmtinued)
GENERAL DESATE

‘Mr., CARO-CHICHT (Benin) (interpretation from French): The delegation of

the People's Republic of Benin welcomes with great satisfaction the electicn of
Mr. Dante Caputo to the presidency of the General Assembly. at its forty-third
session. We ask him to convey friendly and beotherly greetings to Argentina from
the Government and people of Benin, which is happy to see the representative of a
country with which it shares the same agspirations to peace and social justice

pPreside over the General Assembly of our irreplaceable world Organization.
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I d:ouid like to take this opﬁortmity to convey the heartfelt congratulations
of my delegation to Mr. Peter Florin, the Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs of
the German Democratic Republic, who, throughout the work of the forty-second
session of the General Assembly, showed such competence, wisdom and statesmanship.

Cur congratulations also go to Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, the
Seéreta:y-General of the United Nations. I should like once again, on this solemn
occasion, to say how mich the pPeople and the Maticnal Executive Council of Benin
admire him for the dynamism, patience, tenacity and competence, with whidx he has
seived the United hﬁtions, and in particular for the profeasionalism - each day
more decisive - that he has shown in finding solutions to the various crises that
our world has been witnessing. On behalf of Benin, we wish to extend to him our
full support in the discharge of his cnerous and delicate responsibilities.

The award this year of the Nobel Peace Prize to the United Mations
Peace-keeping Forces is a well-deserved tribute to the work of the Organization and
the Secretary-General. This great honour conferred upon cur Organization has
created a new climate of optimism and confidence in the search for ways and means
that might lead to peace.

The forty-third session of the General Assembly has opened in an atmosphere of
détente and hope, indicating that international peace and sécurity, which our
Organization has been striving to attain, should be understood as a pre-condition
for promoting development in all fields and for ensuring the right of peoples to
life, freedom and dignity.

When they adopted the Principies set forth in the United Nations Charter in
San Prancisco, in 1945, or when they acceded to them later the States represented
here showed their datermination to save succeeding ganerations f_rom_thé scourge of

war, to promote social progress and better standards of life in fuller freedom.
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We thus proclaimed our fai.th in fundamental human right:s, in the dignity of the
human person, in the equal rights of men and women and of nations large or small.

Three years ago we cammemorated here, and in cur comtry, the fortieth B
anniversary of the sign!ng of the Charter in a political climate that: was marked by
many areas of tension and by the mad rivalry between the nuclear Powers.

This year we are celebrating the fortieth anniversary of the Univer sal
Declaration of Hu;aah Righ.té in an environment marked by glimmers of hope, thanks to
the determination of the two nuclear super-Powers to reduce and gradxally eliminate
nuclear weapons, which are a real threat to international peace and security. 1t
is therefore my honour ang pleasure to state before the Assembly that my Government
is preparing to implement, within the context of the celebration of this fortieth
anniversary, a rich, diversified programme of events, ranging from a national
seminar on human rights, which v;"»ill follow 1p the international seminar on human
rights and economic and social progress hosted by my country in May-June of 1988,
to a nun'ber of cultural and sporting events in all parts of our coun try,
information meetings about this Da)clargtion, and its publication in French and in
most of the rnational languages of our coun try.

By signing the agreements to dismantle nuclear weapons, both medium-range and
shorter-range, the USSR ang the United States of America established a basis for a
real nuclear disarmament process and détente. On behalf of my country, I salute
the initiatives taken by the President of the United States of America and the
General Secreta ; of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, and I wish the
leaders of those two countries ever greater success in following up their
negotiations with a view to the gradual reduction of strategic weapons until they

are conpletely eliminated.



»/tc A/43/%V. 25
8

(Mr. Capo-Chichi, Benin)

The peoples of the whole world want peace. They want all other nuclear Powers
to follow the exarple of the United States and the Soviet Union, to stave off, cnce
ad for all, the risk of a nuclear war, which would be the last one.

Conaensus with regard to the means of achieving nuclear dicarmament seems to
be emerging. But the third special session of the General Assembly devoted to
disarmament shoved what a long way we have yet ¢o go to establish the basis of
general and complete disarmament. We must therefore rise abrwe intransigence,
naticaal 361tlshness. differences and idealogical bszriers, in order to promote the
p.imacy of the United Nationz in disarmament.

We must recognize that thecze is s logical link betwean disarmament and
davelopment , alwost a mathematical ratio between them, as the spscial session of
our Ocganization, held from 24 April to 11 September 1987, established so
eloguently.

So we have grounds for hope. Remarkable progress has been made in settling
various regional conflicts, all of which are deadly and run couwter to our
aspirations for peace and progress. The;e is no doubt that the path leading to
peace is long and difficult, but there is no alternative to peace except peace
itself. Accordingly, it is geod that, instead of confrontation the enemies of
yesterday have today choxen the way of dialogue and negotiation, wiether in the
Persian Gulf, the Middle East, Western Szhara, southern Africa, Central America,
M’&:mhnn or Kmapuchea,

In Africa the upartheid syatem of the Pretor ia rédgime, which our univer sal
conzcience condemns vocl ferously and vhich no country or Government could justify
or ligiuﬂn. is at the very core of the tragedy suffered by the bluck peoples of
southern Africa. The racist régime continues, dsspite common sense and resson, to

divide the intérme.ional comgunity in its quest for peace, security and social

proge eaz,
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The policy of apartheid of the South African régime is still very much a crime
against humanity and an affront to the universal conscience. The assassination of
Dulcie September, in Paris on 29 March 1988, shows that the leaders of that country
will stop at nothing to commit the most heinous crimes.

Pretorja is besing obstinalte. despite the protests of the whole woeld, in
insisting on keeping Nelson Mandela in its gaols, thus seriously damaging his
health. It continues to impose a state of emergency on black South Africans in
order to further suppress their legitimate aspirations to dignity and well-being.

In its solidacity and unswerving support for the struggle of the African
National Congress {(aNC) and all other democratic anti-apartheid forces, my country
appeals to the reason and common sense of all States Menbers of the United Nations
to see to it that at this forty-third session the General Asgsembly will once again
demand the imposzition of comprehens ive, mandatory sanctions against the racist
régime of South Africa under Chapter VII of the Charter.

it is our collective responsibility - and one we must shoulder - to work to
restore all the inalienable richts of the South Af:ican people and the independence
of Nemibia, and to guarantee to the front-line countries the enjoyment of security,
stability and territorial integrity. The front-line countries, the South-West
Africa People's Organization (SHAPO), the ANC, and all other democratic forces
defending their iralienable rights in southern Africa can be assurad of the
solidarity and support of the entire pecple of Benin until their cause trimaphs -
the cause of justice and freedem for vhich they have been shedding their blood.

We hope that the dinlogue that is now goinng on and that is developing in the
negotiations between Angolia, South Africa, Cuba and the United States, will result
in a just peace in that part of Africa which has been ravaged by 80 many years of

armed conflicts.
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In the Nestern Sahara, the People s Rspublic of Benin is Pleassed that the two
parties to the conflict, Moroocco and the POLISARIO Front, have finally chosen the
path of dialogue in accepting the peace plan of the current Chairman of the
Organization of African Unity (OAU) and the Secretary-Guneral of the United
Nations, relating to conditions for the organization of a referendum on
self~determination for the Sahracui people. However, on this questicn, as on so
many others, the international community must remain vigilant in order to avoid
bitter disappointment.

We are pleased that relations between Chad and Libya have been improving. The
raturn to peace between these two fraternal countries will enable the Chadian
psople to tackle the work of national reconstruction and economic recovery for the
greater well-being of all Chadians.

Like other peoples, the ?ai.estinian people is entitled to an independent
homeland. Hence a stop must be put to its suffering by way of the restoration of
all its national rights in a Middle East that is reconciled and at peace,

The Palestinian question is one to which wy country hopes the General Assembly
will attach special importance this year, especially since we shall be celebrating
the fortieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Hence Benin
looks forwsrd to the convening as soon as possible of the international conference
on the Middle East, under the audpices of the United Nations, and with the
pacticipation of all parties concerned, including the Palestine Liberation
Organization (FLO), on an equal focoting.

In the Persian Gulf, reason and dialogue have finally replaced the language of
violence in a war that fee eight years has ravaged that part of the third weeld.
¥o welcome the cesase-fire between Iran and Irag and hope that the
Secretary-General 's tireless efforts will be successful, so that the psoples of

.

that region can finally enjoy peace.

e VO
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In Afghanistan, we hope that the normalization process will continue on
course, thanks tc the full implementation of the Geneva Accords by all parties
concerned. This will permit the reconciliation of all the country's people, for it
is high time to end the suffering and the dispersal of men, women and children in
refugee camps.

The trend in international relations is towards dialogue and the peaceful
settlement of disputes, ax;d the talks that have been started by the poliitical
forces in Kampuchea must also lead to the establishment of a democratic, political
and administrative system in keeping with the interests of a free Kanpuchean people
on & territory free from any hint of a return to the notorious past, as well as the
return of any foreign troops.

The withdrawal of foreign troops from the Korean peninsula is a quarantze for
the peaceful reunification of the two Koreas. The international eommunit}; shouid
work to ensure that this divided people can recover its unity and greatness.

In Central America, the peoples and the States of that region have the right
to live in peace, harmony and mutual respect, free from interference or foreign
intervention, and, above all, with each respecting the political, economic and
social choices of the others. In this context, the hopes raised by the Arias plan
and the Esquipulas agreements should be supported, as well as the efforts of the
Contadora Group to establish lagting peace in the regien.

In contrast to the relief brought about by the positive developments we have
seen in various war-torn parts of the world, the rather grim picture of the
international economic situation is, to say the least, distressing. Indeed, the
international economic climate is now characterized - particularly with regard to
the developing countries and, mcre specifically, the African countriss - by
increasing protectionism by the industrialized countr les, a sharp drop in commodi ty

prices, and the inverse transfer of £inancial flows. The combined cumulative
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effects of these trends have seriously afflected davelopment prospects for our
countr ies and have made any efforts at economic recovery highly unpredictable.

Wars and prolonged tension have disorganized the economic and social life of
many countries to such an extent that no security can be guaranteed for .any length
of time. In many regions of Africa and elsewhere food production nas‘ falien below
survival needs, thus bringing about a situation of permanent hunger and, in some
cases, famine of catastrophic proportions in the warring countries.

Natural disasters of incalculable consequences have often added to these
Scourges. Following the recent torrential rains experienced in the People's
Republic of Benin, entire regions were flooded, causing oonsidereble meter ial
damage and seriously disrupting the lives of many people. Out of the six provinces
in Benin, four were particularly badly hit and declared emergency areas by the
Government. Given the magnitude of the disaster, the major national effort we have
. made - despite my country’s difficult economic situation - wih. not be enough to
put an end to the tragedy of the people concerned. . Therefore, the Government of
the Pecple's Republic of Benin mde an urgent appeal for international solidarity
in providing emergency asaistanee to the affected peoples and towns.

on behalf of my oountry I should iike to seize thie opportunity to thank all
friendly countries and gwernnental and non-governmental organizations which, in a
burst of solidarity. have started to provide valuable assistance to the victins of
this dius-ter.'

In the citccmetances to which I have just referred. the determination of the.
'developing countries to inplenent meaningful and economic social refoms is ooming
up against exogencus constraints connected with the hostile intarnational and

econonic clinte. In order to deal with this situation, a large nuuber of '_
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countries have established special recovery measures through structural adjustment
Programmes which do not often lead to any significant improvement in the lives of
their peoples.

With regard more gpecifically to the critical economic situation in Africa, it
is appropriate to point out that two years after the adoption by our Organization
of a Programme of Action for African Econcomic Recovery and Development 1986-1990
the econcmic and social situation of all African countries continues to
deteriorate. It must be said that the international community has not kept the
Pledge it made at the special session of the General Assembly devoted to Africa to
Provide sufficient resources to back up and supplement Africa's davelopmant
efforts. The mid-term review of the Programme our Organization has just carried
out should prompt Africa's partners to increase their efforts to enable us to
achieve ocur goals.

The rich countries must be ger iously concerned ahout the external economic
factors that have so obviously compounded Africa‘s present difficulties. In this
connection, genuine measures to relieve the enormous debt burden of sub-Saharan
Africa and to increase the flow of resocurces to the region should be encouraged.

In spite of everything, we still hope that the present détente in relations
bebwe?n the two Powers and the rebirth of a climate of trust within the
international comunity - because of the various ongoing peace initiatives on many
war-fronts - can be considered as a prelude to a new era of co-operation and

dialogue among nations., _
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It is our duty to reaffirm forcefully and with faith our total commitment to
the values that enhance the staturs of man and underpin the ideals of our
Ozganization, as we celebrate the fortieth amiversary of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights. It is our duty to enhance these values, to defend them wherever
they could be vioclated, because in thenm lies the survival and grandeu: of mankind.

Mr., CHOUDHURY (Bangladesh): Lst me first ccngratulate the President on
his election, which was memocable and well-deserved. It rcdounds. as much to his
own personal credit ac to Argentina’s contribution and role in the United Mations.
I record alsc our deep appreciation of the resolute and efficient leadership
provided to the forty-second session by his uinent‘p:edaeesaor Mr. Peter riorin.

Our tributes extend to our Seccetary-General for his patient and peraistent
dipiomacy. His single-minded efforts to forga a greater solidarity among nations
and promote a convergence of interests on the vu:a.l. issues of peace, stability and
davelomment des@rve our unstinted praise.

A A concrete manifestation of his ;acntr!,buticn has bzen the decision of the
Nobel Committee to éward its Peace Prize to the United Nations peace~-keaping
forces. Wa. join in tho praise zocorded to those courageous men and women, who have
. contr ibuted so mm!.ngtuny to the cause of peace. Bengladesh is proud to be psart
of this process. I reiterate my Government's datoulnntion to continuc to-
| contribute to this noble endesvour.

The Chaiter. was ba=ed on the yearning of mankind for a safer, more equitablc
and pzocpuous world bound eoget.hor by the inherent interdspendence and sense o!
mnunity. For Bangladesh that vision remains real. We believe that it is |

achievable, and we reaffirm our total commitment to it.
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It is for this reason that we welcome the resurgent puwblic interest in the
"~ United Natiohs. The solid achievements of the recent past -~ progress in regional .
‘security issues, advances towards hucleazhams control, moves to shore up human
dignity - are but some of the hard-won fruits of the painstaking efforts Of the
United Nations over the decades. Propelling ‘then was the pud\ to pursue, not
individual, but glcbal interests, to emphasia’e ".imequivocally that security is
indivisible, that military golutiéns :;ax‘; not vi?nble, that the self-perpetuating
&rms race is insupportable in cost and 1hcg1a|1ab1e in danger, and that prosper ity
cannot be achieved at the expense.of othars,

There is a duliéctive awareness today that we have enm;:ed a new phase and
pattern of international relations, prombed by dialogue and détente among the big

Powers, by the energence of a new multipolarh.y on t,he 1nbernationa1 economic

R

Plane, by a greater tolerance for diversi.ty in socio-economi.c ‘and pol:lti.cal
systems, |

In the face of this convergence of interests the United Wations must: seize the
initiative to forge practical agreements through dialogue and neqot:iation. It
must, indeed, go beyond and expand its undertakings to btlng bogethet the
capacities of nations for the good of mankind, for the common f:)enef!.t of ail. As
the Prime Minister of Canada emphasized, in this new &ge the diffetences.dividing
Us are less important than the dangers we must face together. Concrete acts which
make our world more secure must be matched by tangible comiments t:o teduce
poverty in the develeping world and to protect our common environnen_g,, Lo

This potential for concentrating the combined efforts of the ineernatiohal
ccanunity in the gservice of humanity has particular relevance for Bangladesh, The
inextricable link between poverty, environment, hmn health and the economy is

best illustrated in our immediate predicament. The worst flood in living memory '



AP/31 A/43/BV. 25
: 18

(Mr . Choudmrx, Bangladesh)
overran Bangladesh this year. It hag come in the wake of the disastious cyclone of
1985 and the floods of 1987. These calamities have exposed the totsl vulnerability
of owr economy and environment to destructive forces of nature bayond our capacity
® control or effectively mitigate. Their cause lies as much in the impact of
nature as in the nature of powverty. ‘The statistics of disaster in Bangladesh have
always beet terrifying in their intensity. They have literally anaesthetized
belicf in the true extent of their enormity. Never theless, they are real and
compounded by cumulative accretion,

The international comaunity's response has been one of htart-watming
spontaneity. I express on.behalf of the Government and the people of Bangladesh
our deepest gratitude to all donor oountries, to the heads of international
organizations, as well as those of United Nations specialized agencies, to numerous
non-governpental organizations and to those thousands of individuals and groups
that tu'meci to our assistance in owr hour of ‘maximum need.

. 6ur particular thanks g0 to the Secretary-General, who acted quickly in
sendi.ng his Special Representative, Mr. M'hamed Essaafi, to serve as co-ordinator
of United Nations agencies in the field and to mobilize their activities for
purposeful and uni fied intetvention by the Uni ted Nations.

There was optimism this year that, despite the vicissitudes caused by last
year’s floods, genuine peogress was being made towards the achievement of a
6 per cent growth target, in comparison wo the 2.5 per cent flood-depressed growth
reached in 1987, Significant recovery had taken place in the agricultural secttt.
Pollowing the 1988 floods our plans have gone awry. Given the already stringent
adjustments m@e in the Annuai ngelopanent Plan, the ability to manoeuvre is
‘8everely constrained, accompanied by the continuing need to pare our daficit

budget, realign our balance of payments  and reduce external debt , which now totals
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311 billion. The overall macro-economic picture is one of uncertainty, with the
projection of growth for this year dramatically scaled down from 6 pexr cent to

2 per cent,
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Several important lessons emanate from our experience., The first is that such
disasters have long ceased to be viewed in the context of humnitarian relief,

'l'hey constitute an insurmountable burden an the economy and development plans of a
country. causing irrecoverable setbacks in growth and necessgitating impossibie
adjustments. The need for sustained development assistance wver the long term is
vital, The second lesson is that the link between economic and social davelopment
and the need for environmental suppor tive growth stz:'at:egies is no longer subject to
academic debate. It has become a bounden reality, despite the recognized
complexities in balancing priorities.

Many of these catastrophes oould not have been prevented now or in the
immediate future in the absence of in-depth study of the cumulative factors that
cause them and of massive investment oirer time to remedy them. It has now been
widely acknowledged that the;"é are too many aspects for any single comtry or sven
groups of countries to be able to deal with effectively. They need a global reach
and outlook, supplemented by regional codperative efforts.

The President of Bangladesh has appealed to the international community to
assist Bangladesh in seeking a permanent solution to the problem. 1In deing so he
has te-elaborated a comprehensive national programme to recuperate from the

devastation caused by floods, cyclones and drought that now appear to have become a

perennial visitation.
The programme includes, iﬁher alja:
= Broad-based institutional arrangements and standing operational procadures
to be activated throughout the coumtry at the immediate onset of a disaster. They
| include contingency plans for pre-positioning stocks of essential supplies, in
particular food grains, medicine, transport and construction materials.
~ Imzediate rehabilitation measures o restore flood-stricken people to nozma_l

iife by concentration on such ptioti 'y areas as agricule:utal recovew', supply of

<
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key inputs of seeds, fertilizer and irrigation; infrastructural repairs,
particularly in communicaticns and housing, and restoration of health and
sanitation facilities.

= Medium-term measures for rehabilitation and reconstruction of the economy
and infrastructure, with special emphasis on disaster preparedness and preventive
schemes. A factor requiring major adjustment would be to change the cropping
‘paéterr:f frém dependence on the monsoon crop to emphasis on enhancing the winter
crop.

As we grapple with the gigantic task of recovery we are conscious that
remedies extend far beond our individual capacity. Our location in the delta of a
vast flood plan, on a parcel of land barely above sea-level, places us permanently
on the receiving end of calamities caused as much by nature as the environmental
depredations of man. Recurring floods in India and the devastation of earthquakes
and landslides in Nepal compound the impact of these disasters on Bangladesh in the
monsoen season as rampaging waters and billions of tons of silt are carried down by
~ the rivers that criss-cross our country. 1In the dry season, scarce water resources
needed by hundreds of millions of people along the Gangetic plain are squeezed to a
trickle by the time they reach Bangladesh, exacerbating the consequences of drought
and raising the annual spectre of famine.

As we look towards approaches for a permanent solution, the primary imperative
will be to harness regional co-operation among all ocur concerned neighbours with a
view to arriving at coherent and well co-ordinated policies and plans to our mutual
benefit. This needg to be backed by international support and intervention. A
vital necessity is the stimulation of expert studies and feasibility reports
" through collation: and synthesis of existing materials and through collective
¢xchange of 'idéas and forward 'projection of practical remedies. The President of

Bangladesh has already initiated the process through direct contact with the
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leaders of our regional neighbours and through communicaticns with the heads of
international organizations and financial institutions, including those in the
United Nations system.

Bangladesh has closely co-operated and co-ordinated its activities with
Mr. M'hamed Essaafi and the United Nations agencies in the field in the preparation
of a report to be submitted to the Secretary-General to elicit international
assistance. We extend to him and his colleagues our heartfelt thanks for their
dedication and commitment. It is our hope that a special meeting will be convened
at this session of the Assembly of Member States, agencies and organs of the United
Nations system and international economic and financial institutions to deal
comprehens ively with this issue.

The experience of Bangladesh serves dramatically to highlight a growing crisis
affecting developed and developing comtries alike. Desertification, soil erosion,
deforestation, swollen cities and giant spill-offs of pollutants, acid rain and the
dumping of toxic wastes are all symptoms of this crisis. Some are the consequences
of poor people seeking to survive, others of the pursuit_of economic growth at any
cost. |

Remedial actions have been set in train, but much more needs to be done
urgently. Conferences on various aspects have been comwened or are under
preparation. Formal instruments have been adopted; others are being formulated,
including contemplated guidelines for environmental codes of conduct. This
momentum has to be maintained. It is only fitting that the United Nations has
declared the decade of the 1990s as the International Decade for Natural Disaster
Reduction. Bangladesh believes that the time is indeed ripe for the holding of an
environmental summit at the highest level, perhaps as a special session of the
General Assembly. - -

It is thus with a sense of acute foreboding that we turn to review the world
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economy. We share the growing anxiety over what appears to be a diminui:ion of
interest in the cause of ecanpmic development, a cause fucled over thres decades by
the United Nations that embraces the twin objectives of promoting equitable growth
and alleviating- poverty.

We find today that the gap between the rich and the poor hes inexorably
widened. The critical motors for raising world standards of living - econonic
growth, finance, trade ami resource transiers - are all stalling. Their dimensions
have been spelled out in numerous resporte of the United Nations and pin-pointed in
the statements of speakers before me. This much is true: that developing
countries remain prisoners to a Bystem where external markets, terms of trade and
interest rates greatly influence their economic fate and remain outside their
control,

Developed countries continue to resist negotiation on the criticsl issuss of
trade, finance, debt and development in any forum contrclied by the developing
countries. The resulting stalemate has exdacerbated the adverse international
clinite and is yet to be broken.

The inpact on the poorest of the poor, the least developed countries, has been
devastating. The main goals of the 1981 Substantial New Programme of Acticn remain
a distant ideal with little hope of reaching the main target of increasing official
development assistance to 0.15 per cent. Per capita incomes are continuing to
fall. External indebtedness has increased dramatically. MAgriculturel rvoductivity
has fallien far below the 4 per cent growth targets envisaged. Given rapid
population growth, this has meant a ocontinuing decline in per _capita food

pcoduction, the most serioue challenge facing these countries in the coming decade.
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The African situation is a continuing case in point. Despite efforts to carry
out adjustments in their national economic policies, most African ocountr ies have
found little respite from harsh climatic conditions and the adverse international
economic environment. Sustained and timely commitment to the United Nations
Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development 1986-1990 must be
maintained.

The hope remains that we will be able to reverse the North-South pol‘arizati.on
and reinvigorate the process of cons tructive dialogué. It arises from the
Practical reality that for as long as the socio-economic policies of the developed
comtries remain incompatible with the interests of the developing world, the goal
of sustained and durable growth of the world economy will remain illusive.
Significant opportunities to turn these hopes into practical reality in the years
ahead: the 1990 conference in Paris on the least developed countries, the
formulation of the internaticnal development strategy for the fourth United Nations
development decade and the Montreal meeting of the General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade (GATT) Hinisters to review the Uruguay Round of multilateral trade
negotiations are but a few examples, Equally important are follow-up measures for
a grewth-oriented debt strategy linking debt service to the creation of viable
conditions for develoment, the convening of an international conference on money
and finance for development, and efforts to stem the reverse transfers of resources
that continue to 1np§vet ish the developing countries.

vhile gaping holes continue to riddle the fabric of world peace, a painstaking
patchwork process has begun. The rapprochement of the two major Powers has had a
beneficial spin-off on a wide variety of problem areas hitherto anchored in
attrition. |

The cease-fire between Iran and Iray and the initiation of direct political

talks undor the auspices of the United Nations Secretary-General provide hope that
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a common understanding will be reached on the provisions of Security Council
resolution 598 (1987), opening the way for a just and lasting solution,

Forward movement is discernible in Kampuchea following Viet Nam's announcement
of the phased withdrawal of its trcops. Regional efforts initiated by the Jakarta
Informal Meeting to end the impasse have contributed to the feasibility of a
comprehensive political settlement based on the declaration of the} Inter national
Conference on Kampuchea. .

Bangladesh looks forward to the time when we can see firmly established again
a neutral, independent and non-aligned Afgharnistan. We are already witnessing the
phased withdrawal of foreign troops, and we support the strict and effective
implementation of other aspects of the historic Geneva Accords of 14 April 1988.
These constitute an essential prerequisite for a comprehensive settlement that
would, inter alia, enable the return of Afghan refugees to their homeland in safety
and honour, and allow the Afghan people to exercise their inherent right to
(hteimine their own destiny and choose their own Government.

There'appears to be 2 more receptive climate in Western Sahara for an end to
the conflict, with the acceptance by the parties of the peace plan submitted
jointly by the Chairman of the Organization of African Unity (0AU) and the
Secretary-General. We hope that the essential modalities governing a cease-fire
and a referencdum will scon bé, wor ked out.

The leaders of the two Cypriot communities have also agreed to resume dialogue
without pre-conditions and to attempt to achieve by June next year a negotiated ‘
sattlement of all aspacts of the Cyprus problem. We hail these developments, as we
do ﬂne signs of the renewal of talks between the two Koreas, and progress towards
- peaca in t:,he Horn of Africa. The willingness of the leaders of Chad and Libya to
tesolve their dispute by peaceful means marks the end of acute tension in yet

another area.



AB/bg A/43/PV, 25
28

(Mr. Choudhury, Bangladesh)

We are encouraged by recent diplomatic activity in southern Africa and Angola,
which has increased the prospects of early independence in Namibia. A8 a member of
the Comcil for Namibia, Bangladesh has no need to reiterate its consistent stand.
We have already indicated our willingness to participate directly in the United
Rations Transition Assistance Group in Namibia, for which contingency plans are
already being drawn up, in pursuance of Security Council resolution 435 (1978) .

Vital break throughs towards peace have thus been made. Many problems,
however, remain mired in intractabilicy.

The situation in the Middle Fast is intolerable. Continuation of the
status quo is illegal and counter~productive with regard to peace. The Palestinian
intifadah, in the teeth of brutal repression, is glaring testimony to its outright
rejection. Peace in the Middle Eagt can be guaranteed only by a comprehensive,
just and lasting solution based on the resolutions of the Security Council and the
General Asgembly. Bangladesh endorses the core conditions laid down in the Fez
Plan of 1982 and the decision adopted by the extraordinary Arab summit in Algiers
in June this year. we fully support the éfforts of the Secretary-General to pursue
the convening of an international peace conference, with the full and independent
participation of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) as the sole and
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people,

The human tragedy in South Africa continues to unfold in the vicious cycle of
resistance, retaliation and oppression imposed by the brutal a apartheid régime, 1Its
destructive consequences have spilled across the frontiers of South Africa and have
been manifested by repeated acts of aggression, sabotage and destabilization. The
front-line States which are the major victims need sustained support to counter the
effect of economic strangulation and political disruption. We join in the call for

the release of Nelson Mandela as a first step towards the inevitable - the
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dismantling of apartheid. 1In the face of Scuth Africa's continued intransigence,
we fully support the call for comprehensive mandatory sanctions againat the racist
rdgime.

We are meecting in the wake of the third special session of the General
Asseubly on disarmament. Though its outcome fell short of the adoption of a final
décu-em: by consensus, it represented a significant advance in increasing awareness
of the crucial issues :lnv~olved and ldentifying areas for progress towards a
negotiated settlement. Surrounding the session was the hope generated by the
historic breakthrough in the field of nuclear-arms contrcl by the signing and.
implementation of the Treaty between the United si:atea of America and the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics on the Elimination of Their Intermediate~Range and
Shor ter-Range Migsiles - INF Tready - and the under standing reached between the
signatories that they would strive for a 50 per cent reduction of strategic nuclear
weapons,

Bangladesh's position on these issues was elaborated at length at the third
special session on disarmament, and I wish merely %o sum up its main content.

The cverall goal of general and complate disarmament within a comprehensive
framework of negotiations must be pursued simultaneously with efforts to resolve
regional conflicts, promote socio-economic development, and build up confidence and
trust among regional neighbours.

Disarmament is a joint undertaking of all States, and not the exclusive
responisibility of the two biggest Powers. It is for this reason that we have
strongly advocated an increase in the membership of the Conference on Disarmmng

to represent all shades of opinion.
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Further progress in nuclear disarmament resains an impsiative, in recognition
of the obvious truth that more weapons do hot mean more security. Dependence on
the doctrine of deterrence is misleading. Reliance on nuclear leverage can only
parpetuate a community of fear.

We have rejected the nuclear alternative and have therefore adhered to the
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Muiclear Weapons. We support all measures,
partial or otherwise, that could promote disarmasment and deter the horizontal

spread of the arms race, both quaniitatively and qualitatively.
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Inmedia te priorities call for the completion of the convention banning the
Production and use of chemical weapons, the imperative necessity of a comprehensive
test~ban. treaty, control of conventional-arms trangfer, particularly in conflict
situations, _and the mearis to strengthen verification, including an integrated
multilateral verification system wi"i:hip the United Nations framework.

We remain convinoed that what is.réally threatening peace and stability is the
dire incidence of poverty; hunger and destitution existing in our world. This has
been ex&eerbated by the charnelling of vast resources for the. mirposes of
destruction, not amelioration, of the wellbeing of peoples. The adverse
environmental impact of those unnecessary arsenals, both in terms of materials and
resources expended on their production and in terms of the dangerous conseguences
of their use, cannot be minimized. In the nuclear context it embraces the content
of all life on our planet.

We have passed through an anxious phase when the very viability of the United
Nations has been seriously questioned. The catch~phrase was “the erosion of
multilateralism.” That loss of confidence in the United Nations was attr ibuted to
disparate reasons as much political as administrative and financial. Assertions of
the o-called..tytanny of the majority, mutual accusations of repetitive and
hardened postures, of outdated illusions and outmoded attitudes and attempts to
Preserve privileged positions - all these combined to create a picture of
multilateralism m'd"e;t-' }concerted attack. Since then, there has been a fundamental
reexamination o,f;.‘ghé United Nations functioning and rﬂol.e. Concentrated reforms
have been effec;:éd with a view to improving administrative efficiency and to
tightening financial stringency. Those Steps were accompanied by measures to
streamline the capacity of the United Nations to find integrated solutions to the
problems of social and economic development. We believe that that process must be

continued in a spirit of practicability and accommodation.
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Bven as the crucial peace-making and pzace-keeping role of the United Nations
is beginning to win back essential credibility for the world body, a host of new
and mushrooming problems such 2s drugs, terrorism, threats to the environment,

- problems that respect no international boundaries, have further underscored its
relevance and importance. They are global problems that call for global

Solutionis'. They cannot be dealt with in isolation. The future is fast impacting
"qn'._.the Present at a rate of acceleration that has rendered obsolete old values‘; old
[Ser.qeptions and concepts of space and time. Together, they pose new challenges:;
they. call for new perspectives and for a radical change of ocutlook on the part of
wbtld leaders,

‘The United Nations remains the only viable repository for pooling the world's
talent, intelligence, expertise and, most important of all, its concern and
co;upassion. Support for the United Nations is no longer an exercise in idealism.
It has become a practical necessity, a hard reality. It is in recognition of that
fact;. that Bangladesh has reposed its total confidence and commitment in the world
body .

Mr. CHARLBS (Haiti) (interpretation from French): I should like first of
all to express Haiti's deep gratitude to the countries of our region for the
invaluable support they have given us, both‘mtally and diplomatically, in recent
weeks., We are particularly grateful to the delegation of Saint Kitts and Nevis and
our neighbours on the former island of Hispaniola, our brothers of the Dominican
Republic, with whom we share not only geography but a common future in our two
pecples' constant pursuit of dreams of peace, pluralistic and liberal democr acy

with a human face, based on social justice, freedom and fraternity.
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I am particularly happy, on behalf of the Government and people of Haiti, ¢to
extend to the President our warm congratulations and wishes for success on the
occasion of his slection t preside cver the General Asgenbly at its forty-third
session. We should also like to Pay a tribute to the cutgoing President,
Ambassador Peter Florin of the German Demacratic Republic, wvhose prestige and
remar kable talents as a moderator snhanced the proceaedings of last yesr's session.

We are happy alsoc to associate ourselves with the tribute paid to our
Secretary-General, His Bxcellency Javier Perex de Cusllar, for his efforts on
behalf of peace and the promotion of the ideals of the United Nations in its role

as the conscience of humanity.
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Is it not, indeed, the vitalizing source ~ aven the special source - of the
great achievements in the field of human rights in the twentieth century? Doas it
not also contribute to support for the community of nations as it moves towards a
better world where dialogue and agreement will take the place of confrontation?
The recent successes that have been scored -~ successes that augur well for a
fruitful forty-third session of the General Assembly - emphasize once again that
the Organization remains, in the bleakest times, the last bastion of the egqual
sovereignty of States and the right of peorles to self-determination and, finally,
the special place where the people 's most precious hopes are placed, at this end of
the century, for a future of peace, justice and international co-operation.

The course of events has recently highlighted a clear lessening of tensions in
certain regions of the world. Nevertheless, there are still many hotbeds of crises
and many challenges that are of concern to the international commvnity.

The most striking and most pernicious case is without any doubt, in our view,
that of So:th Africa, where the system of apartheid persists. Once again we raise
our voice to say no - a thousand times no - to that régime of infinite degradation,
exploitation and misery. It is essential that everything be done to put an end to
that unspeakable régime and thereby do away with this serious threat to
international peace and security.

On the same subject, we are following with the greatest interest the progress
of the talks desicned to end the illegal occupation of Namibia. Thie is a time to
reaffirm our solidarity with and support for the courageous Namibian people, who
are struggling, under the leadership of the South West Africa People’s Organization
(SHARD) =~ their solie, legitimate representative - to break the hated yoke of

colanial, racist oppression.
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Continuing to refer to Africa, we were very mich encouraged by the results of
the negotiations under the auspices of the United Mations which led to the Ganeva
agreement of 30 August 1988. That ig clearly a large stap in the right direction
taken by Morocco and POLISARIO. We cannot but encourage them to continue on that
ocourse . becaunv we are convinced that, given the good faith of the parties and the
. political wi;l. the pecple of Western Sahara will finally be able freely to
exercise their right to self-deatermination.

In the Middle Bast, the establishment of the cease-fire between Iran and Iraq
and the opening of bilateral negoziations in Geneva give us reason to hope that the
peace ptoéess has really begun and that it will lead to a mutually satisfactory
solution,

On the other hand, we deeply deplore the wave of violence that continues to
claim so many victims in the occupied tetritories. Never theless, we feel some
optimism about the future because of the prospects for an indispensable dialogue
between all the parties, which could finally lead to the implementation of Security
Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973), In that regard, we support the
principle of an internaticnal conference on the Middle East to lay the foundations
for an overall settlement that would take simultaneously into account Israel's
inalienable right to exist within secure and internationally recognized boundaries
and the Palestinian people’s inalienable right to self-determination, including the
right to a homeland.

So far as Lebanon is concerned, we endorse anything that can restore peace,

beginning with the withdrawal of ali foreign forces, vhich is a pre~-condi tion for
the restoration of the Lebanesa people's govereignty and national and terrivorial

integrity.
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With regard to South-East Asia, wve continue to give our fuil support to the
conatant efforts by the United Nations to find a negotiated solution in the case of
Kampuchea as well as that of Afghanistan. Moreover, we continue to place our hopes
in the reunification of the Xorean nation and we offer our support to any
initiative that could contribute to achieving that peacefully.

The solution to the problems of Central America can be found only by the
Peoples of the region themselves. That is the real meaning of the Arias plan,
which we are pleased to Support unreservedly. We regret, howaever, that the
dizlogue which has begun has not yet produced all the expacted results.

We state again our conviction that there is an indissocluble link between
disarmament and development, which are the undisputed bases of international peace
and security. Today the expenditure on over-armament activities can be counted
only in the thousands of billions of dollars - even after the recent Treaty on the
Elinination of Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles - whereas a part of
those resources could have been advantageously reinvested in meeting human and
social rzeds and, moreover, would have increased the security of ail.

The Republic of Haiti protests against the practice of making the third-world
countries the dumping grounds for toxic wastes from the Horthern countries, It
strongly condemns this new form of aggression and supports the idea of an
internaticnal convention on the prohibition of and punishment for such acts.

Finally, in response to the wishes of national public opinion, the Government
of the Republic of Haiti intends to struggle tirelessly agsinst the illicit traffic
in drugs and iz willing to accept any assistance that may be given by the countries
with some experience in this field.

My country, which is classified among the least developed countr fes, cannct

fail to note that, despite the strength of the eccriomic recovery in the
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industrial ized countries, the gap separating the North from the Scuth continues to
widen angercusly. In view of that siﬁmatiou, which is of the greates¢ concern, it
appears quite legitimate for our peoples, the producers of raw mterials, to wonder
how they can again have the conditions of sustained and balanced growth when the
fall in the prices of their commodities increases year after year and their
external debt weighs heavily on t“eir export capacities and compromises their

prospacts for investment.
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We are convinced that it is urgently necessary to infuse dynamism into
official development assistance and make it more accessible. We feel that it is
also indispensable to set up a new international order able to respond to the
expectations of the least favoured countries through the effective democratization
of international economic relations. Finally, we believe that the debtor countries
sﬁould be given an opportunity, over and above their debt servicing, to meet
honour ably the obligations arising out of the social, political and economic
contract that binds their Governments to their peoples. In that way the richt of
those peoples to the minimum well-being that Saint Thomas Aquinas said was
necessary to the practice of virtue may be effectively taken into account.

We turn now to the situation in our country following the major political
events which have taken place recently, and we wish to testify to the hopes that
have been aroused by the democratic renewal in all social sectors of our
population. The Haitian people has just given striking new proof of its powerful
attachment to freedom. Two years ago, on 7 February 1986, this people clearly
indicated to the wor 1d the forcefulness of its democr atic instincts and its
unshakeable courage in the face of the burden of bankruptcy, an economy in ruins
and social and political structures unadapted to the challenges of the end of our
century. In the enthusiasm of that time, a powerful desire for national
reconstruction was born. Thus in the Constitution of 1987 we adopted a new charter
of rights and freedoms that defined the main outline of a new social contract and a
legal framework on which the institutions for guaranteeing Haitian democracy were
to be founded.

Unfor tunately, our hard apprenticeship in the cause of freedom did not go
forward uneventfully. Through one upheaval after another the country was plunged

once more into a climate of violence and confusion in which suddenly the freedoms
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achieved and the victories in our struggle were again jeopardized. In that context
the already precarious economic situatioa could not but worsen and social disorder
increase. It was clear that we were moving towards the collapse of a régime that
was incapable of undertaking the expected reforms and meeting the needs of the
rural and urban masses.

From the depths of the abyss, the Haitian army once again, in the face of cur
national peril, responded on 17 September, to the appeal of our country. It was
guided solely by the need to defen@ the higher interests of cur nation and by its
faith in the dynamics of lasting structural change in laying the foundations of
democracy in Baiti once and for all. Thus a new Government was formed in which the
entire country could see its views reflected. It is a consensus Government,
desirocus above all of the common good and national dignity. It is determined to
gather together all political trends, all schools of thought and all Haitians of
goodwill, without exception, so as to seize the opper tunity of establishing once
and for all the foundations of genuine democracy that will put an end to the
structural instability of power in Haiti and prevent any return to dictatorship.

The nation has rediscovered its true nature and the State its suthority. We
see the new Government, in full agreement with the desires of the people,
resolutely embarked on the course of necessary change, aiming to bring the people
out of its period of transition to assume responsibilit}' for its destiny through
elections that at last will be free and honest, in a climate of representative
democracy irreversibly founded on a multi-party system, respect for essential

freedoms, the inviolability of the rights of the human person, and social justice.
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To that end the 1987 Constitution, which was adopted by a large majority, will
be restored, with the changes that the pecple, in its scvercignty, may feel it
necessary to make to it. The institutions that it had defined to ensure the proper
working of the Haitian society will be re-established to meet a twofold challenge -
the modernization of our political structures and the invigoration of our economy.
From now on, Haiti tucrns a new face to the world. Freedoms - I mean all freedoms -
are quaranteed; the political parties are re-ererging; justice is resuming its
rights; those who were forced to flee the country are coming back: and, above all
and for the first time since 7 February 1986, a democratic dialogue has begun among
all political trends and schools of thought and the Government, in a desire for
complete national reconciliation, without which the recconstruction battle would be
compromised from the ocutset.

In the present circumstances there is only one possible policy: that aimed at
giving a lasting fcundation to a régime of law and freedom &nd attacking the
Structural causes of absolute poverty. Those two courses sre closely linked and
insepzrable. It is clear that it is impossible %0 exercise political rights in any
meaningful way without full enjoysent of eccnomic and social rights, and to that
end we must tackle without further delay the major peoblems which the Haitian

economy is now facing and which call for urgent medium- and long=term solutions.
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The grave dsterioration of tha physical environment as a result of the
deforestation and erosion compounding the desertification of our country,
deficiencies in the machinery of pxoduction and the uncertainty of income,
particularly in the rural areas;, are factors behind the complete halt in economic
growth, while population growth is about 1.5 per cent.

It must also be emphasized that as a result of socio-political troubles dur ing
the period 1986-88 the problem of employment has only worsened, making the
sccio-economic situation of the needy sectors of our population even more difficult
in a country that already had a highly alarming rate of unemployment.

Another point to be stressed is the burden of financial difficulties, which
have been aggravated by the freeze on international assistance for a year now.
That is compounded by the considerable mater ial damage caused by hurricane
Gilbert,

In short, the past eight years have been ‘characteri:ed by a serious, constant
decline in production, employment and the level and quality of life in Haiti. we
fear that the 1980s may be a lost decade for davelopment unless energetic, timely
action, strongly suppor ted by the international community is taken to help what is
the only least developed country in the Mmericas to break this vicious circle of
umnderdevelopment. In this regard, the statement of the Episcopal Conference of
Haiti on the events of 17 September this year was unambiguous. It reads:

“We beg you, the international organiza.ions, to continue the ass istance given

to this ocountry. But in the present circumstances we address an urgent appeal

o you to increase 'aid for the development of our peopls,.®

In its prograsme of action the Government has set itself a three-part target -
the establishment of a régime of freedom arid human dignity, economic growth and

social development -~ in a climate of exceptional economic difficulties. That is
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why we make an urgent appeal to the vhole international community, friendly
countries and the specialized agencies of the United Nations to mobilize the
necessary resources to permit a return to sustained growth in Haiti after years of
stagnation,

In this regard, we believe that the proposals, recommendations and commi tments
in resolution 39/196 of 17 December 1984, concerning a special United Nations
programme for assisting Haiti, cculd be updated and their content could be expanded
to enable our country to tackle its most urgent problems, overcome its many
handicape and deal with the 'structural pccblems that have all too often been
neglected in the past.

We hope above all that with mutual respect and trust Haiti's partners will
work to ensure the implementation of that decisive plan of action, which the people
of Haiti believes it has a right to count on, if it is to achieve by the year 2000
a level of economic, social and cultural development compatible with fundamental
human rights and the requirements of human dignity.

For our part, we shall spare ho effort. That was the gist of the message of
the President of the Republic, Lieutenant General Prosper Avril, when he said at
the inauguration of the Cabinet:

"The task is immense and cannot be pat off. Let us begin it immediately,

making it a point of honour that the true foundation of our legitimacy should

be the extent of our services to the community. Today a man of good will is
stretching out his hand towards other men of good will; a chain of solidarity
mst be formed and made longer and longer, stronger and stronger, so that

Haiti may live and make progress."

M, MBONIMFA (Burundi) (interpretation from French): In addressing this

international gathering, I have the hanour to comwey to the Assembly a measage of

fraternity and best wishes for every success from Major Pierre Buyoya, Chairman of
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the Military Committee for Nsticnal Redemption and President of the Republic of
Burundi, on the oocasion of this forty-third session.

I am also pleased to express on behalf of my Government warm and heartfelt
congratulations o Mr. Dante Caputon, !breign Minister of Argentina, and the other
officers of the Assembly on their election to quide our work and the unanimous
expression of confidence it repcesents.,

We pay tribute to the President as not only an eminent, skilful diplomat, very
familiar with the many difficult concerns of the international community, but a
fervent defender of solidarity and co-operation between peoples in a spirit of
dignity and sovereign equality. My delegation is determined to give him every
assistance 8o that his noble task may be successfully accompl ished.

We join previous speakers in expressing our deep gratitude to
Mr. Peter Florin, who conducted the Assembly’s varied work competently and
effectively as President of the forty-second session, with a devotion that
redounded to the Lonour of the United Mations and_his country, the German
Democratic Republic,

We also pay tribute to Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, the Secretary-General, for
his constant, tireless efforts in the service of the international community and
for the cutstanding successes he has scored - to his own credit and that of our

Organization - during the past year.
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Before stating my country’s position on some of the items before this
Assembly, I wish briefly to describe the situation that has prevailed in Burundi
since the establishment on 3 September 1987 of cur Third Republic. I should 1ike
first of all to provide some information about the painful events that have ravaged
two communes in the north of Burundi and that very nearly destroyed the stability
of buy country*'s social fabric.

The international community heard of the grim events that shook Burundi in
extremely far-fetched versions in that segment of the press that delights in the
sensational; in most cases these accounts were in line with the version of the
perpetrators of these crimes. I wish therefore to shed some light on the events =o
menbers may have as clear a picture as possible and so the international comaunity
my finally learn of the guilty disinformation put before it.

It began in the commune of Marangara in Ngozi province, where the downirodden
populace rose up armed with spears and machetes to defend themselves against a
non-existent enemy; they refused to withdraw, claiming that they were in danger of
being killed. For several months the provincial authorities had noted the spread
of seditious writings and cassettie recordings stirring .up racial hatred. These
vwere being constantly distributed by small groups of Burundian refugees who entered
thé country from abroad. This subversive literature made these peaceable peasants
believe in an imminent massacre, and tried to make them take presmptive action to
foreatall the imaginary enemy.

It has now been established that these éiatutbed activists were seeking to sow
confusion, evade governmental vigilance and cause a war with ethnic overtones in
order to spread dezolation throughcut the entire country.

Waen the authorities learned of the explosive situation and of these criminal

plans, they tried first to understand the reasons behind them and then to calm the
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Population by showing clearly that there was no civil war and that the country was
Calm. The paople quickly realized that they had been manipulated. They re-opened
roads they had cut off as a preventive measure, and returned to their homes in
peace,

All this took place very peacefully. In its spirit of tolerance, the
Government did not ettempt to punish the perpetrators of the disturbance. It was
believed that the misfits would 8ee roason because the twisted ideas they vere
spceading would be quickly discredited through dialogue and persuasiocn.

Unfor tunately, just as the Government had begun to congratulate itself on the
return to normalcy, violence etupted on 14 August 1iS88 in the neighbour ing commune
of Ntega in the adjacent province of Rirundo.

Thie time, lesrning from their failure due to the peasants' refusal to beliave
lies, the organizers themselves took action and began the massacre. We know what
happened then.

Heavily drugged and armed with machetes, spears and clubs, they began a real
biocod-bath, killing men, women, children and old peopie alike. They put a radical
stamp on their crimes by burning houses and crops and slaughtering livestock.

Initially, the perpetrators of these horrors aselectively attacked membars of
the Tutsi group and their propecty. They then executed those of their own ethnic
group who refused to join in the massacre.

Not satisfied wit:l\h their crimes in the Ntego commune, the hordes of murderers

@xtended the horror and kiiling to the neighbeur ing commune of Marangara. There

o the rebels overcame the resistance organized spontanecusly by the local pecple

of all ethnic groupes, and committed more of the same atrocities, destroying all
humsn life in their path and setting fire to houses, coffee and banana plantations

and forests.
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Given this unprecedentad violence and the large loss of 1ife, the Government
was compelled to send in the army to halt the massacres and protect the people.
The armed forces restored order in three days and with the greatest discipline.

I take this opportunity to deny accusations made in certain press circies
concerning the role of the Burundi army and to reaffirm that as of 20 August 1988
the situation was under control in the two affectad communes and peace reigned
throughout the rest of Burundi.

Despite the army's effectiveness in halting the killing, Buzundi cannot but
larent the large human and material losses. During this period 5,000 lives were
lost and material damage is estimated at $20 million. Few of the wounded survived
the massacre, while large nunmbers of people fled to Rwanda and neighbouring
Burundian communes, leaving behind them poverty and desolation in a region that had
once been the wealthiest' and most active in the country.

Those are the grim facts that have plunged Burundl into sorrow.

From the outset, the Government has pursued a policy of openness with respect
to these facts. It reqgularly kept informed representutives of countries and
international bodies residing at Bujumbura; it invited a delegation from the Office
of the United Nations High Comissioner for Re fugees (UNHCR), foreign diplomats and
Journalists to visit the troubled areas; those who wanted to learn the facts
in situ were authorized to do s0. The Secretary-General of the Organization of
African Unity (OAU) was invited to catry out a fact-finding mission in Burundi, and
2 World Bank mission visited the country. Similarly, the Saecretary-General of the
United Nations may at any time send a fact-finding nmission to Burundi if he thinks
it necessary,

To deal with the Ncega and Marangara tragedy, there was a great spontanecus

surge of national solidarity, which enabled the Government to provide first aid to

the victims of the disaster,
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On behalf of the Government and people of Burundi I should like to take this
opror tunity to thank the friendly countries and organizations that have so
generously given emergency assistance and to reiterate our request to the
international community for humanitarian &ia.

Apart from the material losses and loss of life, the events in Ntega and
Marangara have once again threatened to destroy the solid sccial tissue that had
always characterized our society. The existence of ethnic antagonism in Burundi is
a recent phenomenon. It has been caused by social and political rivalries between
the Hutu and Tutsi €lite who divided power after independence in 1962.
Subsequently, this antagonism increased further and periodically degenerated into
bloody upheavals that were explained by international media often in a very
peremptory way, thereby encouraging the demands of extremist groups and making calm
dialogue almost impossible.

We should point out that of all those who have spoken about these recent
events in Burundi not one has condemned the actions of the rebels who have
massacred innocent people. Many reports, and even certain official declarations,
support the notion that these murderous rebels are seeking powers gnd that, if
their demands are heeded, there will be no further violence in Burundi. However
justified their demands, nothing can legitimize the deaths of innocent people. To
succumb to blackmail, the blackmail of terrorists, would be to compromise for ever
our search for peaceful solutions.

We note tha.t awarenesg of ethnic origin, which ie ages old in Burundi, is not
a source of conflict that our oral pre-colonial traditions were awvare of. Under
the political tégime.before colonization, the royal families that ruled used the

two main tribes, the Hutus and the Tutsis, in guiding the affairs of state. The
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colonial régime, in its search for greater effectiveness of the indirect
adainistration system, chose to deepen ethnic rifts by assigning to each tribe
specific hierarchical roles, The system of modernizing the political régime
eliminated the Hutus from the administration of the ocountry.*

Mr. Jean Paul Harroy, the former Governor-General of Rwanda-Urundi, in his
book “Burundi®, stated:

"We should not simplify judgments, speak ing of the dominant Tutsis, the

oppressor Tutsis and the dominated oppressed Hutus. In agricultural Burundi,

which is a land-locked, over-populated country, we saw two main groupe facing
each other, each made up of both Tutsis and Hutus, led by dynamic Baganwas.

Further on, the author, speak ing of the colonial administration, saids

"The political programme that advocated strengthening the authority of Mwami

and the chiefs unfor tunately eliminated many Hutu chiefs by eliminating the

small fiefdoms, "

From 1957-1958, when the movement for independence was gathering strength in
Africa and, in éarticular, in Burundi, the colenial agents did an about-face and
sought an alliance with the Hutu elements in order to thwart nationalism, the
nationalism of the young cadres of whom the majority were Tutsis. They financed
and created many parties, based for the most part on tribal ideoleogy, whose
objective was to oppose the Uprona party, which was alone calling for immediate
independence. Thcse living in Burundi at that time will recall the many tracts

dropped from ‘planes provided by colonial agents that, inter alia, carried such

"Mr. l\ioushoutas (Cyprus), Vice-President, tcok the Chair.
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slogans as "Bwengebuks na Rugor thenda® which mcans, literally, the szupid and the
claver people. The two adjectives were applied, respectively, to the Hutus and the
Tutsis. The Tutsis were called "Nilo-Hamitic® and 'lor;*!s', wvhereas the Hutus were
called "Bantu negrcoes” and "gserfs”; and a whole pseudc~-scientific literature was
developed on the basis of their respective height.

That ideology, assisted by the goal of replacing the colonial agents in power,
finally won over extremist elements from the Burundi élite who reached the point
where they bhelieved that they belonged to another race and that they should accede
to power by exterminating the dt:her: ethnic greup.

That is the ideology being spread by the detractors of national unity -
particularly the activists who have taken refuge abroad and who still refuse to
return to the country to participate in its construction, despite the appeals, and
guarantees of security and jobs of fered them by the Third Republic.

The evidence is very clear that these same terrorists organized the Ntega and
Marangaras events. At some time they infiltrated Burundi, particularly the border
communes, to preach hatred and genocide by means of tracts, cassettes ard secret
meetings.

The rotives of these misfits of Burundi society are clear. Their concern is
to thwart the policy of national unity, social justice, democracy and progress
being established by the authorities of the Third Republic under the guidance of
His Excellency, mjoi: Plerre myoyd. Chairman of the Miiitary Committees for
Naéional Salvation and President of the Republic. This policy, whose main points I
now ocutline, was intended to dapriva the terrorists once and for all of an audisnce
within the country and to stop the flow of funds genercusly provided, ostensibly to
serve a godd cause, that of the “oppressed majority® freaing itself of the

“minority of oppressors®, or "lords®. Anyone vwho is familiar with the real



m™s/13 A/43/PV.25
59-60

{(Mz. Mbonimpa, Berundi)

situation in Burun¢. man attest that our country is free of this social
stratificstion.

In internzl policies, the Government of the Thirg Republic has, since
3 Ssptember 1587, been pursuing a policy of harmonization and dialogue on all
ptcblems facing our country. In this context the question of national unity is
being thoroughly debated in party meetings and during visits that the authorities
of the Third Republic, headed by the President, have regularly paid to the
Provinces, the communes and the hilly areas,

Many national cadres have been appointed to responsible posts in the
administration of the party without any distinction as to ethnic origin. 1In order
to strengthen thie national unity, the Military Committee for National salvaticen
has just established a commission which has been askad to make a thorocugh study of

ways and means to strengthen national unity.,



A /mat A/43/PV, 25
51

Mz, Mbonimpa, Burundi)
It consists of paople choren for their patriotism and integrity, repragenting all
Sectors of national life in Burundi.

Pelitical priscners were released upon the eatabiisheent of the Third
Republic, and the Church-State conflict has been satisfactorily resolved, Thus,
freedom of religion has been restored, religious leaders expelled undsr the Second
Republic have baen aliowed to return to Burundi and seminaries and property
requisitioned have bsen restored to tho Church.

The National Party for Unity and Progress, which for a long time now has been
the crucible of national unity, has been restructured to serve as an ideal
framework for the practice of democracy in Burundi. General elections, with
universal suffrage and Secrecy, have been successfully organized to establish the
basic organs of the party, and this democratic process will apply at the highest
levels of the party and the administration.

In foreign policy, the Government of the Third Republic, faithful to its
principles of gocd-neighbourliness, non-inter ferance in the internal affairs of
other States, internaticnal co-operation, non-alignment and support for nationali
liberation Movemenits, has been conducting a policy of clear-sightedness, trust and
ongeing dialogue. The authorities of the Third Republic were gquick to normalize
relationships with all neighbour ing countries, and enjoy zelatiqns of friendship
and co-operaticn, free from suspicion and any other psychological barrier, with
other countries and friendly organizations.,

With regard to economic and social matters, the Third Republic has given
pricrity to developing the rural sector, where 90 per cent of out: people live.
Accordingly, the sixth five-year plan for social and economic development gives

priozity to the Ministries of Agricilture and Rural Development. Efforta are
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under way to develop social infrastructures, such as schools, health centres and
dr inking water facilities.

Since the advent of the Third Republic, the approach taken by our President
and our Government has been consistent: first, to recognize the problems, then to
put them forward for discussion, and finally to carry out the solutions proposed
and encourage the commitment of everyone to their success. The problems of Burundi
must elicit responses by Barundi.

In officially opening the work of the national commission to study the
question of national unity, the. President of the Republic said:

“If there is one way that foreigners can help to resolve Burundi's
problems. it is by becoming thoroughly familiar with them; by questioning the
people and the facts, observing the phenomena and studying the history. That

is the effort that is necessary from all who wish to judge the situation with

respect for the truth."

Speaking of the recent tragedy, he went on to say:

"We are capable of fighting, we are capable of transforming our past
weaknesses into assets in ensuring solidarity and fraternity, where be fore
there were suspicion and hatred.”

We welcome the wise advice of friends, but we deny anyone the right to settle
Burundi's affairs except those mainly concerned - that is, the people of Burundi.
We do not believe in the effectiveness of solutions imposed from outside, whatever
the size of the group of countries and the organizations from which they emanate.
It should be clear to all that advocate sanctions or pressure of any kind against
the Government of Burundi that their initiatives go against the policy of national

reconciliation advocated by our President, Major Pierre Buyoya, and his

Government. Such sanctions, if applied, would hit the people of Burundi
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indiscriminately and seriously compromise peace not only in Burundi but in all the
other Great Lakes countries.

Despi te thig troubled short-term situation in my country, Burundi is very
alive to snd concerned by the many problems that threaten international peace and
security. Fear of a nuclear catastrophe, the ravages eaused by armed conflict
throughcut the world, colonial oppression, racial segregation and the deplorable
world economic situation, are problems of vital oconcern that disrupt cur world.

The Republic of Burundi follows with keen attention all the efforts made by
 the internationzl community to preserve peace and security among p2cples, 1In
particular, we welcome the increasing tendency of the two sSuper-Powers to place the
ques tion of the Prevention of a nuclear holocaust at the forefront of their
concerns. We gzeat:ly appreciate their determination in the last few yvears to
engage in constructive dialogue. which led recently to the ratification in Moscow
of the Treaty on the Elimination of Intermediate~Range and Shor ter-Range Missiles -
- INF Treaty. This was & political result of vital importance, since it could
contribute to giving a fresh impetus to the process of disarmament and co-operation
in matters of international. security.

However, unless &ll the nations of the world, collectively and individually,
are committed to the success of the great and noble task of disarmament in all its
dimensions, we shall still tend to doubt the effectiveness and the value of
initiatives taken to prevent the frenzied arms race, which could threaten mankind,
whether through cynicism, mistake or tragic saccident, according to chanca.

We believe that the hichly desirable multilater’al process of disarmament
offers a number of advantagea. Generally speaking, it would certainly allow us 4o

exanine objectively the various aspects of the problem. At the same time, it would
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help us to change the view:s on disarmament of States that possess nuclear arsenals,
as wall as the position of this question on the scale of priorities of those States,

In this context, we welcomed the convening of the third special session of the
General Aszembly devoted to disarmament last June. To its credit, that session,
among other things, reaffirmed that international peace and security cannot depend
cn the relations between only two States, however powerful, but are ihe concern of
all Menber States of the United Nations.

At the regional level, we appreciate the eoﬂﬂned efforte to put an end to

armed conflicts that have afflicteg many third world countries for many years.
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Burmdj. welcomed the signing in Geneva on 14 April 1988 of the Geneva Accords
relating to Afghanistan. We pay a tribute to Mr. Javiet Perez de Cuellar, the
SQ-.retarwaene:al, for his patient and fruitful eff_orts in seeking a peaceful
solution to the ctitical'situati.on. in that countty. This wes, of course, made
possible thanks to the flexibili.ty showq by the @in parties to the conflict.

We express pr:ofounci feelings of solidarity.-with all frodt-line States that
have spared no effort, at the érice of great sa‘crifices,‘ to provide all necessary
suppox:t for a pecple oppressed, exploicted and dispossessed by the racist apartheid
regime of South Africa.

Still on the sub ject of‘sauthe'r‘n Africa, we bare pa:ticulai;iy inte_:ested in the
negotiations that have been started -between Angola, the United s‘i:etes,_Cuba and
Scuth Africa. These quadripartite negotiations.betweeﬁ‘ Angolans, Americans, Cubans
and South Africens could lead to a ptceess to ‘establish peace.in that part of
Africa. ; |

For Burundi, the independence of 'ﬁamibia' cannot be. subordinated to any
condition that runs counter t:o.bthe aspiratidne of the peoples ccncerned for
sel f-determination, as expressed by the South West Africa People's Organization
(SWAPO), the sole, authentic representative of the Namibian people. A

| That is why we once again call upon Pretoria‘s allies to recognize the
imperative need to implement without further delay Security Councii
resolution 435 (1978), regarding Namibia‘s eccession to in’depehdeﬁce.

It is out of the same sympathy and solidarit? with 211 genuine liberation
movements that our delegation expresses the firm hope that the Sahraoui people will

in the near future exercise its inaiienable right to seif—determination.
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Burundi also warmly welcomes the commitment undertaken by the Islamic Republic
of Iran last July officially to accept Security Council resolution 598 (1987) which
constitutes a peace Plan for the two States that have for years been engaged in the
Gulf war. We are happy to see the opening of direct negotiations between Iran and
Irag to put an end to the hostilities between those two fraternal peoples,

With regard to South-East Asia, we Support all the peare afforts now being
made to bring about a normalization of the situation in Vampuchea in keeping with
the profound aspirations of the pecpie concerned. Furthermore, we welcome the
common political determination manifested by the leaders of the north and south of
Korea %o reach peacefully negotiated solutions, which should inevitably lead to the
reunification of the Korean nation.

On the subject of the Midile East, we are firmly convinced that the conflict
in that region can come about mly within the context established by Security
Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973), so that the Palestinian people can
enjoy their right -to a homeland ' '

Turning to Latin Bmeri.ca, we hope" that the peoples of that region will finally
come to the necessary agreement to em:ab1 ish stability and peace there, in keeping
with the polit:ical will expressed by the Guatemala Agreement:. signed by the five
Presidents of Centta]..America in August 1987,

Many previous speakers have emphasized the dangers of the present economic
situation. Since the 19708, third world count:ries have constantly been forced to
have recourse to foreign loans to meet their increasing budget deficits, It is
.apparent that loans entered into in international markets and granted by various
financial institutions have placed the recipient countries in a situation of

dependence, at fitet imperceptible and then very marked.
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The most disturbing aspact of this dependence lies in long-term obligations
that are very costly in terms of political economic contrel.

We are fully aware that proposals and initiatives have been put forward to
overcome the serious debt problems that paralyse many third world countries., But
they all seem very limited to us, including the structural adjustment programmes,
the United Nations Programme of Action for Africa, North-South Co-operation and the
regional economic integration policies.

That is why my delegation once again makes an urgent appeal to the United
Nations to consider in depth the question of establishing a new internaticnal
economic order. |

We sincerely hope that in;:ernational economic transactions can be carried out
in a way that can generate investment capital for the developing countries. That
would enable them to train the needed competent manpower and to produce the
technology and capital goods these countries need to deal with the extreme poverty
- of their peoples.

Another problem, that of the environment, has been added to the matters
preoccupying the international community. I refer to the export of toxic waste to
third-world areas in general and to sub-Saharan Africa in particular. Western
corporations are propecsing that countries of the region receive millions of tons of
toxic waste for a pathetic amount of money.

The mortal danger to human and animal life and to vegetation involved in such
speculations is very clear, as are the unfortunate laong-term consequences for
future generations in thg countr ies concerned. 'we urgently draw this matter to the
attention of all the specialized agencies of the United Mations, in particular the -
United Nations Blucational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the World Health

Organization, the Food and Agricul ture Organization of the mited Nations,
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the United Nations Environment Programme, the World Meteorological Organization and
the Internaticnal Labour Organisation, which must continue to play their noble
roles in sensitizing world public opinion on environmental issues and £inding,
urgently and concertedly, verifiable measures with regard to the international
regulation of the serious problem of exporting industr ial waste.

Success in meeting this challenge of courae requires the unanimous commi tment
of all nations of the world collectively and individuwally to fight polluticn. Wwe
hope that in the cases of other scourges also, such as war, terrorism, hunger,
disease, poverty and ignorance, there will be a collective will to promote the

building of a world of peace, justice and security.
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Congo is at present involved in & process of negotiations whose goal is to resolve
the question of Namibia and to establish peace in southern Africa. This is a
historic moment. The whole world expects it to lead to a new sra for the peoplas
concerned and for the whole international comaunity.

In coming to this rostrum I am deeply conscious of the great honour that the
‘highest authorities of Hy country have done me in appointing me to speak on their
behalf at the forty-third sessicn of the General Assenbly.

It is in the nature of nations o conceive of great designs; this memcrable
luw, of course, did not take shape at the founding of the United Nations, but found
in it satisfactory expression, and today its most exzlting hour has come. Rising
above threats and insults, after the cataclysm of a total world war, the United
Nations has succeeded in pursuing what is clearly its goal of goals: the search
for and the maintenance of international pesce.

We are glad to see that for 43 years this goal has been achijeved, and that
mankind as a whole has been Preserved from atomi: snnihilation. But this year,
1988, our Organization bears within it a magnificent hope, and all nations of the
world, in trust and in confidence, are locking towards it. That hope offers our
Organization new opportunities for constructive action.

My delegation wishes ¢o express its gratitude and pay & tribute to the
Sectetazy-Gener‘al. Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, for his readiness and per gever ance
in the area of peace and international secur’ty. When we read what he has written
we see that the principal organs of the United Kations have been working more and
more in the way the Charter intended. as he notes, the working relaticnship of the

Security Council and the Secretary~General has rarely, if ever, been closer.
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The events of recent months - in regard to which wve feel we must express the
Congo's appreciation and indicate what our ocountry wants for the future - have
highlighted the potential of our Organization and the legitimacy of the hopes that
the peoples of the worild have pinned on it and on multilateralism.

Before I begin, however, I wish to extend to the President the very warmest
congratulations of the delegation of my country to the forty-third session.
Argentina, which, thanks to Mr. Caputo ‘s remarkable qualities and high diplomatic
office, has recently acceded to the eminent place it now occupies in Latin America,
belongs, like my country, the Congo, to the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries. I
note, for example, that our two countries have recently taken an active part in
ensuring the success of the first meeting of States of the Zone of Peace and
Co-operation of the South Atlantic, which was held in Rio de Janeiro. My
delegation cannot but be delighted to see Mr. Caputo presiding over the forty-third
session of the General Assembly, which will be consider ing, among other things, the
conclusions reached at that meeting.

I should like also to expresa our sincere gratitude to his predecessor,
Comrade Peter Fiorin, President of the forty-second session, for the competent
manner in which he conducted the work of the Asgembly.

The people of the People's Republic of the Congo, like all the peoples of the
world that cherish peace, felt & sense of Justified pride when it learnt that the
Nobel Committee had decided last month to award the Nobel Peace Prize to the United
Nations peace-keeping forces.

I should like here to recall with satisfaction that a few months ago the
Pecple 's Republic of the Congo held a non-permanent seat on the Security Council,

and directly contributed, in that position of privilege, to the performance of the
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tasks of that most prestigious organ of the United Nations, which has very special
responsibilities in the maintenance of international peace and secﬁr:lty.

The Congo is, then, well aware that the tribute thus paid by the Nobel
Committee to those men and women, those quardians of peace, an‘d to their bravery
and courage as they work for peace in many, often dangerous, theatres éf operations
throughout the world, waz well deserved.

This Prize, this most distinguished award, encourages the Secretary-General in

his constant attitude of tireless patience and in the efforts he makes with a

persistence rarely equalled today, particularly in the Persizn Gulf, Afghanistan,

Western Sahara and Mamlbia.
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How could my delegation not once ag&in pay a tribute to ’
Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar for those achievements which strengthen our
Organization and its role in the cause of peace? It is encouraging to see our
Organization's name now closely linked to the Settlement of compiex conflicts that
have been Up to now stalemated. Most of the significant negotiztions on them have
been begqun either within the United Nations or through its intervention.

There is nc doubt that there are still many hotbeds of tension in the wvorld.
A heavy toll in death, destruction and atrocities of all kinds continues to be
taken, in particular in the cccupied Arab territories, in Lebanon, in South Africa
and in Latin Amer ica, where, despite the activities of the Contadora Group and the
Lima group, the Esquipulas I Agreements, are being put to the. sevetest tests, even
though it is esgsential that they be respected snd implemented.

In the case of South Africa, a country stili governed by absutdity and still
under the rod of a minor ity upholding the hateful régime of apartheid and its -
iniquitous laws, the black majqrity of the population continues, in the midst of
the fiercest repression exacarbatad by the state of emergency, courageously to seek:
its path and to struggle,

The iliegal military occupation of Namlbia by South African troopa has not
Come to an end. It has for ten years been hindering the urgent and mconditional
implementation of the United Nations peace plan contained in Securfry Councll
resolution 435 (1978) which is to lead Namibia to independence.

So we see how in many areas of the world the exercise of democracy and the
enjoyment of fundamentail human rights are still seriously h:lndezed by dict:atorial
powers and practices. what is more, policies of confrontation have not -
diaappeamd. Tempered by political realities, we have learned that me cannot
change the nature of things by simply fecalling principles but only by ttanslat:lng

thcse p}inciples into practical reality.
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And yet today the international sitvation does reflect several important
changes and signs of ddtente.

The dialogue begun between the Soviet Union and the United States of Amer ica
and the agreements reached by the two super-Powers have, with the help of the
determined will of the peoples of the whole world fer peace, generated this
indispensable climate of détente.

The United Nations, taking the best advantage of this improvement in
relations, has opened up new avenues for its own activity. Thus, thanks to this
flower ing of diplomacy, the process for settling various local or regional
conflicts has been strengthened.

By way of example, the quns have really fallen silent between Iran and Irag.
The Congo is pleased that those two countries, which are among “the eminent members
of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, should have agreed to begin direct talks
under the auspices of the Secretary~General,

This exercise, certainly a difficult one, on which the parties embarked no
later than last week in New York, shows that the chances for the establishment of a
lasting peace are real and that the prospect of reconstruction is drawing closer.

This success is of considerable importance for the region. It does honcur to
the parties concerned, and my country invites them to persevere in this ocour se and
to continue to co-operate closely with the Secretary-General. Like the cease-~fire
e'atablished on 20 August last, the progress being made equally rewards the
sustained efforts of the United Nations. Security Council resolution 598 (1987) -
wiich the Congolese delegation knows well since as a menber of the Security
Council, it assisted at the time in its adoption - provided the basis for the
current negot‘labtions. Once again I would like to stress the role of wise mediat?r

played by the Secretary—-General in this process of settling the Iran-Iraq conflict.
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The course of events with regard to the situation in Afghanistan is also
promising. The allied troops have indeed withdrawn from that country in conformity
with the Geneva Agreements of last april. My country welcomed those Agreements as
a contribution to peace and a decisive step towards a solution that will enable all
Afghans to exercise their right to self-determination, In regard to the Geneva
Agreements, the Secretary-General stresses that this is the first time that the two
most powerful States of our world hav‘e become guarantors of an agreement negotiated
under the auspices of the United Nations Secretary~General.

What is more, the genera feeling with regard to situations of armed conflict
is that the intensity of those conflicts has declined. The possibility of finding
peaceful solutions to the situations in those troubled regions has thus been
considerably strengthened.

The prospects for a settlement in South-East Asia, in particular in Kampuchea,
in recent months have benefited from many initiatives, among them the recent talks
in Indonesia. Diplomatic efforts should lead to the establishment of institutions
with the broadest possible naticnal representation.

We have noted many diplomatic efforts with a view to finding points of
agreement on the question of Cyprus. The good offices of the Secretary-General,
employed under a mandate from the Security Council, are beginnina to give rise to
favourable reactiocns. My country encourages the parties concerned in this course.

The number and variety of so many positive and important talks show how it is
possible to build peace among nations that agree to enter into dialogue, and there
are no conflicts or situations threatening international peace and security,
however complex or acute they may be, that are irremediably stalemated.

In Africa, N'Djamena and Tripoli are irrefutable proof, if proof we need, of
this. The two capitals have announced that they will begin to restore diplomatic

relations between their two countries. Congo encourages the authorities of Chad
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and Libya to pursue their efforts and, in the interasts of their two peoples and
the neighbouring countries, to find a peaceful and lasting solution to the border
conflict between them.

The Congo welcomes these prospects for peace and reasonableness, which
cbhservers unanimously agree they were unimaginable to some a few months ago. These
Prospects for peace consequently contribute to a particular strengthening of the
peace ideals of our Organization, which so many nations support, and aisc the
general role of the United Nations, which is becoming more and more active.

The improvement in the general climate of international relations and the
areas of agreement now voluntarily acknowledged - for example, one on which we
concur and which has been mentioned at this rostrums the subject of chemical
weapons - cannot hide the fact that there are conflicts yet unresclved and

situations of tragic actuality that continue to affect developing countries.
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In this regard my delegation would like to dwell first on the unbearable
situation in southern Africa. Everything leads us to believe that Pretoria intends
to uphold the system of apartheid and thus to continue its repression of the people
and, what is more, its aggression against the front-line countries. The
international community cannot forget that apartheid is a crime against humanity.
Hence it must maintain and step up its pressure on South Africa and adopt
comprehens ive, binding sanctions against that country, particularly now that we are
preparing to commemorate the fortieth anniver sary of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. If South Africa wants peace it must recognize the most elementary
rights of the majority of the people in the country. The banning by the ruling
white minority in Pretoria of the activities of non-violent organizations and the
arrest of all kinds of pacifists, including clergymen, betray the inherent
incapacity of the apartheid régime for reform. 1In fact, that régime must be
totally dismantled and it must give way to a democratic and multiracial system of
Government.

Furthermore, the international community must continue to exert all forms of
pressure on the South African Government to ensure that the emergency measures now
in force are lifted and to obtain the release of all political prisoners, including
Nelson Mandela.

Angola, a ocountry that is a friend and brother of the People's Republic of the
Congo, has been deeply afflicted, but recently it obtained encouraging results in
Geneva towards a cessation of hostilities in the war of aggression being waged
against it by the apartheid régime of South Africa. The new prospects for peace
now emerging must, however, be consolidated. My country, on the initiative of its
President, Colonel Denis Sassou-Nguesso, actively supports the efforts being made
in this regard. Thus Brazzaville, our wonderful capital, long known for its

hospi tality, is host to the latest series of gquadripartite talks between Angola,
1 /
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Cuba and South Africa, with the madiation of the United States. After three rounds
of negotiations, which produced some progress, my country has high hopes of Seeing
the parties concluding their talks in Brazzaville very soon. No ene will be
surprised to see the People's Republic of the Congo playing such an active role in
such an important process. This only reflects the customary policy of peace and
international co-operation advocated and carried out by
President Denis Sassou-Nguesso.

It gives me great pleasure to recall here that in April last year, in
Brazzaville, the dialogue between the United States of America and the Peopie's
Republic of Angola was resumed. It was also in Brazzaville on 13 May that a
bilateral meeting between Angola and South Africa was held.

Our tradition of Struggling against domination, colonialism and all forms of
injustice, and our readiness for solidarity, as well as the commitment of the
Congolese people to everything that concerns peace, pregress and security in
southern Africa, have combined with the efforts being made by the United Nations
and the Organization of African Unity (OAU) to create this climate which has led to
our country's becoming the meeting point and place of dialogue the international
community was seeking. Over and above the immense benefits expected from this
event that we see in the quadripartite talks in Brazzaville, I can confirm that the
spirit of Brazzaville will always remain a source of peice and security in our
regicn.

The prospects for independence for the international Territory of Namibia,
which is still under illegal military occupation by Scuth Africa, are clearly
improving in the light ¢l current diplomatic contzcts, and 1 November 1988 is a
date we eagerly look forward to for the implementation of the United Nations peace
plan for Namibia. It should open a:n exhﬁarating period in the lives of the

Namib'ian people, under the leadetshipv of the South West Africa Peorple's
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Organization (SWAPO). Namibia would thus achieve independence.

I turn now to the conflict in tf\e Middle East, a conflict whose complexity has
often been stressed. My country shares with others the conviction and the hope
that only an international peace conference with the PLO taking part could create
in the region chances for the estabiishment of a comprehensive, just and lasting
solution. We are Pleased that certain countries, which Previously were openly
hostile to such an international conference, now accept the principle. It is high
time to make this conference mora than merely the subject of taik.

In the Korean peninsula, the direct contacts that have been established
between the two Koreas, despite the mcdesty of the resuits, contr ibute to the
creation of favourable conditions for the establishment of a new climate free of
tension and conducive to the unification of the Korean hcmeland.

In the Wes‘t.etn Sahara, Morocco and the FOLISARIC Front have accepted the peaca
Plan of the CGAU and the United Nations, which advocates a referendum on
gelf-determination for the Sahracui pesple. The Congo supports the joint efforts
of the Acting Chairman of the OAU and the Secretary-General of the United Nations,
which flow frem the decisive action taken by President Denis Sassou-Nguesso when he
was Chairman of the OAU.

The new era that is opening in Soviet-American relations and for peace in the
world confers particular importance on the question of disarmament. Moscow ‘and
Washington have shown clearly their determination to call a halt to the arms race.
The conclusion by the two Powers of the Treaty on the Elimination of Intermediate-
Range and Shor ter-Range Missiles, and the verification measures it contains open up
interesting prospects for stability in the world. The developing countries,
however, are aware of what was, after all, the minor impact those prospects had at
the time of the third special session of the General Asserbly devoted to

disarmament. It ie unfortunate that the results of its work were sc reagre.
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The insupportable cost of the arns race not only threatens international peace
and security, but also continues to swallow up colcssal sums of money that could
serve the goals of economic and social development, particularly the economic
development of developing countr ies. Only a change in berceptions and attitudes,
which we have heard described in contradiction one with another during the course
of the debate - which must, of course, continue - can lead to an eventual evolution
in the sitvation. If the economic situation of the developing countries is to
improve, such contr ibutions are necessary. Immediate solutions are called for, .bf
course, but they must be appropriaste solutions that take into account the long-term
development goals of our countr les,

The major industrialized countries meeting in Tormho advocated various
initiatives, among them the setting up of a multilateral fund to guarantee debt
fervicing. There was also discussion of measures to cancel a portion of public
indebtedness. According to ocne eminent participant in the Toronto meeting, "the
international comunity must show greater realism and imagination®. we can agree
with that,” for the problem of foreign debt has served only to intensify the
congiderable pressure on the young and fragile eccnomies of our countries, as well
as to increase the uncertzinty prevalent in the international financial system.

The mid~term review of the United Nations Prooramme of Action for African
Economic Recovery and Development 1986-1990 by the Ad Hoc Committee of the Whole of
the General Leserbly concluded that the economric and social situation in Africa had
deteriorated, notwi thstanding the considerable sacrifices made by the African
States in implementing the Programme. Lack of reacurces, indebtedness and the
unfavourable external economic environment have been identified ags the principail

obstacles recovery efforts.
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At a time when the General Asgenbly is planning to declare the 1990s the
fourth United Mations develocpment decade and to pPrepare an international
development strategy for that purpose, my delegation cannot refrain from noting
that the preceding decades so solemnly proclaimed from this rostrum have to a la.tge
extent remeined a dead leiter. The experience of the 1980s, the Third - or lost -
Develomment Decade, which will scon draw to an end, corrcborates that bitter
acknowledgement, given the discouraging predictions for the world economy in 1989.
The crisis is serious and deep~rcoted. It calls for bold and lasting solutions,
not mere cosmetic tinkering that leaves untouched the very foundations of relations
based on gross injustice.

The 1990s are the doorway to the third millenium. If present adverse trends
continue, the scope of the economic and social crisis in the developing comtries
is likely to mean the exclusion of the majority of mankind from the inexorable
march towards the year 2060, which relies upon economic and technological
capability, and to preclude their entering into that third millenium.

New efforts must therefore be made in our del iberaticns on international
Co-operation foy development. For many reasons the thorny problem of nuclear and
toxic waste being surreptitiously dumped in various parts of the world will be one
of its aspects. Africa condemns the dumping of such wastes on the territories of
its States. As a result, the Organization of African Unity (OAU) has called for
and obtained the inclusion of this item on the agenda of the present session.

Not too long ago the convinced partisans of strengthening the United Mations
role in world affairs were fearful - and quite rightly =~ that the Organization
might go down with all hands under the blows 0 its work and to its very principles .

by the advocates of a return to the values of individualism and tr iumphant

. bilateralism.
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Faced with that threat, but determined to survive, the United Nations embarked
on a proocess of qqgeful re-examination and healthy streamlining of its own bodies

and their modus operandi. The Secretary-General spared no effort to awaken States

Members to the seriousness of the situation and to obtain from them an active
commitment to preserving the achievements of more than 4C years of efforts and
experience, and renewed determination to ensure future success.

Today we feel that we can see the dawn of better days for the Organization.
That is what the dslegation of the Congo has, in part, been saying in its present
Statement. Such cautious optimism can be justified by various events, in
particular by the payment of part of the arrears owed by States Members who had
fallen behind in their contributions to the regular working budget. Nothing,
however, will have been truly accomplished if those optimistic signs do not survive
beyond the present situation.

Thus, as the general debate at the forty-third session draws to a close, we
are proud to note the strengthening of a fortunate overall trend of hope that the
United Nations can continue to forge ahead in the service of mank ind, for whom it

is an indispensable tool.

The meeting rose at 6.10 P,






