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I. INTRODUCTION

1. The item entitled "Chemical and bacteriological (biological) weapons*' was
included in the provisional agenda of the forty-third session in accordance with
General Assembly resolutions 42137 A to C of 30 November 1957.

2 . At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 23 September 1988, the General Assembly, on the
recommendation of the General Committee, decided to include the item in its agenda
and to allocate it to the First Committee.

3 . At its 2nd meeting, on 12 October, the First Committee decided to hold a
general debate on the disarmament items allocated to it, namely, items 51 to 69 and
139, 141 and 145. The deliberations on those items took place between the 3rd and
the 25th meetings, from 17 October to 2 November (see A/C.1/43/PV.3-25).
Consideration of and action on draft resolutions on those items took place between
3 and 18 November (see A/C.1/43/PV.26-43).

4 . In connection with item 63, the First Committee had before it the following
documents:

(a) Report of the Conference on Disarmament: 11

(b) Report of the Secretary-General on chemical and bacteriological
(biological) weapons (A/43/690);

11 Official Records of the General Assemblv, Forty-third Session, Suonlement
No. 27 (A/43/27).
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(c) Letters dated 11 January and 25 February 1988 from the Permanent
Representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to the United Nations
addressed to the Secretary-General (A/43/88-S/19427, A/43/172);

(d) Letters dated 22 and 24 March, 4, 5 and 27 April 1988 from the
Chargi d'affaires a.i. of the Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to
the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General (A/43/233-S/19669,
A/43/239-S/19682, A/43/279-5/19726, A/43/280-S/19727, A/43/281-S/19733,
A/43/282-S/19734, A/43/288-S/19741. A/43/338-5/19844);

(e) Letter dated 28 March 1988 from the Charg6 d'affaires a.i. of the
Permanent Mission of Israel to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General (A/43/262-S/19699);

(f) Letter dated 30 March 1988 from the Permanent Representative of Japan to
the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General (A/43/268-S/19715);

(g) Letter dated 31 March 1988 from the Permanent Representative of Bulgaria
to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General, transmitting the texts of
the communiqui and the appeal issued by the Committee of the Ministers for Foreign
Affairs of the States Parties to the Warsaw Treaty at its Sofia meeting, on 29 and
30 March 1988 (A/43/276);

(h) Letter dated 12 April 1988 from the Permanent Representative of the
Federal Republic of Germany to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General (A/43/297);

(i) Letter dated 13 April 1988 from the Permanent Representative of Argentina
to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General (A/43/303-5/19774):

(j) Letter dated 11 May 1988 from the Permanent Representatives of the
Federal Republic of Germany and Thailand to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General, transmitting the text of the joint declaration of the seventh
meeting of the Foreign Ministers of the European Community and of the Association
of South-East Asian Nations, which took place at Diisseldorf, Federal Republic of
Germany, on 2 and 3 May 1988 (A/43/373);

(k) Letter dated 31 May 1988 from the Permanent Representatives of Thailand
and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General (A/43/387-S/19918):

(1) Letter dated 9 June 1988 from the Charg& d'affaires a.i. of the Permanent
Mission of Trinidad and Tobago to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General, transmitting the text of the communiqui of the Fourteenth
Meeting of the Standing Committee of Ministers responsible for Foreign Affairs of
the Caribbean Community, held at Port of Spain on 20 and 21 May 1988 (A/43/399):

(m) Letter dated 30 June 1988 from the Permanent Representative of the
Federal Republic of Germany to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General, transmitting the text of the conclusions of the Heads of State
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of the Twelve States member6 of the European Community at the European Counoil,
which was held at Hanover, Federal Republio of Oermany,  (rn 27 and 28 Juno 1988
(A/43/436-W19975)r

(n) Letter dated 7 July 1988 from the Chargd d’affaires  a,i. of the Permanent
Mission of the Federal Regublia of C3rrmany to the United Hatlone addrewed to the
Searetary-Genera1  (A/43/456-Sl20000)~

(0) Letter dated 22 July 1988 from the Char96  d’affairea  a.i. of the
Permanent Misrion  of Antigua and Barbuda to the United Nation6 addreared to the
Secretary-Qeneral, transmitting the text of the oommunigu6  of the ninth meeting of
the Conference of Heads  of Government of the Caribbean Community, held at Deep Bay,
Antigua and Barbuda, from 4 to 8 July 1988 (A/43/480);

(p) Letter dated 29 September 1988 from the Permanent Representative of
Cyprus to the United Nations addressed  to the SecretaryGeneral,  transmitting the
final documents adopted by the Conference of Foreign Ministera of the ?fovement  of
Non-Aligned Countries, held at Nicosia from 5 to 10 September 1988
(A/43/667-8/20212)~

(q) Letter dated 6 Oatober 1988 from the Permanent Repreeentative  of Zimbabwe
to the United Nations addressed to the Searetary-General,  transmitting the text of
the final communique of the Meeting of Ministers for Foreign Affair6 and Heads of
Delagation of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries to the forty-third session of
the General Assembly, held in New York on 3 October 1988 (A/43/709),

II . CONSIDERATION OF PROPOSALS

A. Praft r-43/- Rev.1

5. aOn  31  October ,  -aa, w, Belw, Cow, Cob
4 Iwire, Danmark.  Oer.m,RDv.  F-a o f .  0rw. I c e l a n d .  IWv, Ju t h e
~J@.&anda.@~h& Norway. w&-&glan. the wd St&~.0 of w and
Z&RR submitted a dtaft re8o;ution entitled Y4eaaure8 to uphold the authority of
the 1925 Geneva Protocol and to support the conclusion of a chemical weapons
convention” (A/C.1/43/L.52),  which was later also sponsored by m u
Thailand, Turkey and u.

6. IOn 14 November, -a, Auetris. Belvon, QRD~& C-a. Cote
Bl.!l!u?ke~Denmark.~ Ftanm Qmmaw.  FBPdtal UsubUe of, C3reece4 Uah&
WI JV t h e  Netherlands,  Normv. s
T.&&l& Turkey, the v~tetee of &9&&, Utw and u submitted a
revised draft  resolution (A/C.1/43/L.52/Rev.l),  which was later also sponsored by
jU&eriac t h e  Eerman_Dernocratic  PolgllQL Pow a n d  t h e  won o f  Sovu
s.wAahisL_R~pti~ir;a  * The revised draft resolution was introduced by the
representative of Australia at the 36th meeting, on 14 November, and contained the
fol lowing changesa
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(B) Thr arvonth prrambular paragraph, which had read8

@@win  u the rolovant raralutionr  o f  the Soaurity Counail~~~

warn raplaoad  by a now paragraph readinga

the rorolutionr  of the Saourity Counail  on ohemioal
l d during 1968”r

(b) Operative  paragraph 8, whiah had road:

“8, m the Soarotary-Qenoral  to  submit a  report to  thr  Qenoral
Aarrmbly at itr forty-fourth rorrion on the implomontation  of thr prerrnt
ro801uti0xV1j

warn  roplaood by a now paragraph ronding

118, M to inoludo in the provirional  agenda of itr forty-fourth
rrrrion the itrm l ntitlod ‘Chrmioal  and b&otoriologioal  (biologioal)  woapona”‘,

7, In oonnrotion with draft rorolution A/C~1/43/L.52/R~.l,  the Boorotary-Qonoral
rubmittod a rtatrmrnt on itr programno budgrt implioationr (A/C.l/43/L,79  and
Corr.1).

8, At itr 39th mooting, on 16 Novombmr, the Committoo  adoptad draft  rorolution
A/C,1/43/L.S2/Rov,l  without a vote (100 para. 14, draft roroluUon A).

8’ Q&t rm A/c!.1/43/~

9, On 31 Ootobor, am thr

Qrv I r a n  t v o f  ). Irvv, w
waIJPakirtan,

the m o f  S o -
-  the s o f  Q....d Irmuw thr
s of m and u rrubmittrd  a draft rorolution entitled Wooond
Roviow  Conforonoo of the Partier to tho Convootion  on thm Prohibition of thm
Dovmlopmont,  Produotion and Stookpiling  of Baotrriologioal (Biologioal)  and Toxin
Woaponr  and on Thmir Dmrtruotioa”  (A/C.l/43/L,SO),  The draft rmrolution war
introduood by the rmprmamntativo of Austria at thr 27th mooting, on 4 Novembmr  1988,

10. At thm 39th mooting, on 16 Novmmber, the Gooretary of thr Committom informmd
the Committoo that the draft ronolution  had no programmr  budgrt implicationr  (amo
A/C11/43/PV.39).

’ 11. At thm ram, mmoting, thm Committom adoptmd draft roaolution  A/C.1/43/L.59
without a vote (IWO  para. 14,  draft  resolution 8).

/ I..
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C. Raft rellalutlan  A/C.1/43/L.W

resolution entit led Vhemioal and baateriologioal (biologioal) weaponau8
(A/C.1/43/L.67),  whioh was  l a t e r  a l s o  sgoneored  b y  Bulaatia.
Partucral,Bamoa.T~andUuguy. The draft resolution was introduord by the
representative of Poland at the 36th meeting, on 14 November 1988.

13' At ite 39th meeting, on 16 November, the Committee adopted draft resolution
A/Ct1/43/L.67  without a vote a/ (see  para, 14,  draft  resolution  C).

I I I , RECOMENDATIONB  OF THE FIR8T  COMUTTEE

14. The First Committee reoommetnd~ to the Qeneral Assembly the adoption of the
following draft resolutions:

A

es  to wld the of the 1925 Qeneva Prom
&Q uwurt the_concluaianof

w its resolution 42/37 C of 30 November 1987,

s the rules and Principles of international humanitarian law
applioablm in armed confl ict ,

D ite dedication to Protecting humanity from chemical and
biological warfare,

w at the use of chemical weapons in violation of the
Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or
Other Qases, and of Bacteriological Methods of Warfare, signed at Qenmva on
17 June 1925, a/ and of other rules of customary international law, at
indications of their emergence in an increasing number of national arsenals
and at the growing risk that they may be used again,

21 Subsequently, the delegation of the Islamic Republic of Iran indicated
that i t  had not participated in the action on the draft  resolution.

31 League of Nations, Deatv Serb, vol. XCIV (1929),  No. 2138.

/ ..*
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m the provirionr of the 192s Qenwa Protocol and other relevant
ruler of ourtomary international law,

s the neoerrity for adhereme by all Staten to the
Convention on the Prohibition of the Dovelopmont,  Produotion and Stoakpiling
of Baot~riologioal  (Biologioal)  and Toxin Weaponr and on Their Deatruotion,
Bigned in London, Moroow and Warhington  on 10 April 1972, A/

u in &$l thr rorolutionr  of the Soourity Counoil on the uoe of
ohomiorl weaponr adopted during 1988,

u that prompt and impartial invertigation of reporta of porriblm ure
of ohrmioal and baotoriologiaal woaponr would further l nhanoe the authority of
the 1925 Qeneva  Protoool,

Taking notm a the report of the Seoretary-Qeneral s/ on the meeting of
the group of qualified oxpertr l rtablirhed in purruanoe of Qoneral Aarembly
rmrolution 42137 C to dovelop  further the tmohnioal guidmlinor and grocrdurrr
available to the Searotary-Qenaral  for the timely and l ffioiont invertigation
of reportr of the porrible  UIO of ohemioal and baot~riologioal  (biological) OX
toxin wmaponl,

w that, in it8 rerolution 620 (1988) of 26 August 1986, the
Soourity Counoil decided to oonrider immediately,  taking into account the
invmrtigationr of the Ioormtary-Qonmral, appropriate and rffrative meaaurma  in
aooordanar with the Charter of the United Nationr,

for the work of thm Secretary-Qeneral,  and
noting the proardurrr  available to him in rupport  of thm principler  and
objrativrr  of thm 1925 Qmnrva Protoaol,

1. w itr u to all Stator to obsmrvm rtrictly thm principler  and
objmotivrr  of thm 1925 Protoaol for the Prohibition of the Uam in War of
Arphyxiating, Poironour  or Othrr Qarer, and of Baateriological  Methods of
Warfare, and condmmnu  vigorourrly all actionr  that violate thir obligationt

2, m all State8 that havm not ymt done 60 to accede to thm
1925 Qeneva Protoaolt

3. m the Confermncm on Dirarmament to gurrum ar a matter of
continuing urgmncy  itr nmgotiationr on a oonvontion  on the prohibition of the
devmlopmrnt,  production, rtockpiling  and wm of all chemical weaponr and on
their dertructionr

41 Rmaolution  ,?a26  (XXVI),  annex,

5; A/43/690.
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4. wypap all States to be guided in their national goliaier by the
need to curb the spread of ohemical  weapon8 pending the aonalusion of suah a
oonventionj

5, Recrueste  the Searetsry-Qeneral  to aarry out promptly invortigationa
in reqonae to r&ports that may be brought to his attention by any Mmber
State aonaernhg the poeaibls  use of ahemiaal and baoteriologfaal (biological)
or toxin weapons that may constitute a violation of the 1925 Qeneva  Protocol
or other rules of customary international law in order to aoaertain the facts
of the matter, and to report promptly the result8 of any suah investigation to
all Member States, in accordance with the proaedures  establis’\ed by the
Genera l  .Assembly  in  i t s  reso lut ion  42137 CI

6. mo rw the Searetary-General,  pursuant to Qeaeral  Assembly
resolution 42/37 C, with the assistance of the group of qualified experts
provided by interested Member States, to aontinur his offorts to develop
further technical guidelines and procedures available to him for the timely
and efficient investigation of such report8  of the possible  use of chemical
and bacteriological (biological) or toxin weagonsl  and to report to Member
States aa soon a s  poeeibler

7, m Member States and the relevant international organisations
to co-operate fully with the Secretary-Qeneral in the above-mentioned works

a. ~ to inclu J in the provisional agenda of its forty-fourth
session the item entitled “Chemical and bacteriological (biological) weapons”.

B

Review Conference of the to Q@ c-n
n of Lhe Develoarnent. Pro*

teriolo&& (WmnWesnona u o n  Their

-General.

u its resolution 2626 (IMVI)  of 16 December 1971, in which i t
commended the Convention of the Prohibition of the Development, Production and
Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on Their
Destruction a/ and expressed the hope for the widest possible adherence to the
Convention,

m its resolution 39165 D of 12 December 1984, in which it noted
that, at the request of a majority of States parties to the Convention, a
second Review Conference of the Parties to the Convention would be held in
1986,

w that the States parties to the Convention met at Geneva from 8
to 26 September 1986 to review the operation of the Conveotid  with a view to
assuring that the purpoees of the preamble to and the provisions if the
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Convention, inaluding the provirionr  aonaerning  negotiationr  on ahemiaal
weapona, were being raalirod,

s it8 rerolution 41/%8 A of 3 Doaember 1986, in which it,
m, noted with rppreoiation  that on 26 Septombor 1986, the Seaond
Review Confereaoa of the Partiar to the Convention on the Prohibition of the
Dovelopmont, Produation and Stoakpiling  of Baoteriologiaal (Biological) and
Toxin Weaponr and on Their Destruction adopted by conaenoua a Final
Declaration, 41

Purrulna its rorolutioa 42137 B and noting with ratirfaation that, at the
time of the Seoond Review Conferenae of the Partior to the Convention, there
were more than a hundred States partier  to the Convention, including all the
permanent memborr  of the Seaurity  Counoil,

1, m with aoarraiatlan that, in acaordance with the Final
Declaration of the Seaond Ioview Conferenao of the Partier to the Convention
on the Prohibition of the Development,  Production and Stockpiling of
Bacteriologiaal  (Biologiaal)  and Toxin Weapons and on Their Destruction, an
Ad Meeting  of Scientifia and Teohniaal  Ergertr from State6 partier to the
Convention wea held at Qeneva  from 31 March to 15 April lQS7, which adopted by
consensus a report 11 fina.Using the modalitier  for the exchange of
information and data agreed to in the Final Deolaration,  thur enabling Stater
parties to follow a rtandardised  prooedurej

2, Natrr that the MJ~QQ Meeting  of Scientifia and Teahnical Experts
from States parties to the Convention agreed in ita report that the firrt
exchange of information and data should take plaae not later than
15 October 1987 and that thereafter information to be given on an annual barir
should be provided through the Department for Dirarmament Affairs of the
Secretariat not later than 15 April)

3. Natrr with s that the reaond rush exchange of infarmation
and data har oommonced and aallr upon State8 that have not yet exchanged
information and data to do 801

4, w the Seoretary-Qeneral to render the necerrary arsirtance
and to provide l uch services RI may be required for the implementation of the
relevant partr of the Final Dealarationt

5. n all States that have not ratified or acceded to the
Convention to do IIO without delay, thur contributing to the achievement of
universal  adherence to the Convention and to international confidence.

61 BWC/CONF.I1/13, p a r t  II.

zi BWC/CONF.II/EX12.
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C

The*

u its previous resolutions relating to the complete and effective
prohibition of the development, production and stoakPiling of all chemiaal
weapons and to their destruction,

m the urgent necessity, particularly following recent United
Nations reports, of atriat observanoe  by all States  of the principles and
objectives of the Protocol for the Prohibition of the Uso in War of
Asphyxiating, Poisonous or Other Qases, and of Bacteriological Methods of
Warfare, signed at Qeneva on 17 June 1925, a/ and taking note with
satisfaction of the proposal to oonvene a aonferenae to that effect,

v the urgent necessity of the adherence by all States to
the Convention of the Prohibition of the Development and StockPiling  of
Bacteriologioal  (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on Their Destruction, 41
signed in London, Moscow and Washington on 10 April 1972,

v of the Final Document of the Seoond Review Conference of the
Parties to the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production
and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on Their
Destruction, adopted by consensus on 26 September 1966, a/ and, in particular,
of article IX of the Final Declaration of the Conference, p/

HevSncconsiaerea  the report of the Conference on Disarmament, 91 which
incorporates, j&er u, the report of its u Committee on Chemical
Weapons, u/ and noting that following the precedents set over the past four
years, consultations are continuing during the inter-sesnional period, thus
increasing the time devoted to negotiations,

Convfnod of the necessity that all efforts be exerted for the
continuation and successful conclusion of negotiations on the prohibition of
the development, production, stockpiling and use of all chemical weapons and
on their destruction,

m the hope that the conference referred to above will also give
a strong impetus to that end,

81 BWC/CONF.II/lJ.

91 DfficialRecordaof the
Ng. 27 (A/43/27),

JL.Q/ M., para. 7 7 .
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Eanraiaur of the need to rhare data relevant to the negotiation8 on a
futurr convention banning all chemical weapon8  on a global basis and of the
fact that the provirion  of ruah data would be an important confidence-building
mrarure,

w the bilateral and other dieauarione, including the ongoing
l xahango of view6 between the Union of the Soviet Socialirt Republic6 and the
United Water of Amerior  in the framework of the multilateral negotiations, on
irruer rolatod to the prohibition of chemical weapons,

the efforts made at all level8 by Statea
to faailitate  the l arliert conclusion of a convention and, in particular, the
oonorrto rtepr derigned to promote confidence and to contribute directly to
that  goal ,

1. of the work of the Conference on
Dirarmament  during itr 1988 seesion  regarding the prohibition of chemical
weapons, and in particular appreciate8 the grogrear  in the work of itr AdHQC
Committee on Chemical Weapon6 on that question and the tangible results
recorded in itr regortr

2, lees i t s  regret s t h a t ,
notwithstanding the progrerrr made in 1998, a convention on the complete and
effect ive prohibit ion of the development,  production,  stockpil ing and UIO of
all ahemical  weapon8 and on their destruction  has not yet been elaboratedl

3, v the Conference on Disarmament, am a matter of high
priority,  to intensify,  during itr 1989  cession,  the negotiat ions on such a
convention and to reinforce further its efforts by, malia, increasing the
time during the year that it  devotes to such negotiationa, taking into account
a l l  exirting proposalr a n d  f u t u r e  i n i t i a t i v e s ,  with a view to the f inal
elaboration of a convention at  the earl iest  possible  date,  and to  re-establ ish
itb Ad Committee on Chemical Weapons for this purpose with the mandate to
be agreed upon by the Conference at the beginning of its 1989 session)

4, m the Conference on Disarmament to report to the General
Amembly  at  ita for ty - fourth  sess ion  on  the  resul t s  of  i t s  negot ia t ions1

5, m Member States to take further initiatives to promote
confidence and openness in the negotiations and to provide further information
to facilitate prompt resolution of outstanding issues, thus contributing to an
early agreement on, and universal adherence to, a convention for the
prohibit ion of  the development,  production,  stockpil ing and use of  all
chemical weapons and on their deatructiont

6, Becow the importance of declarations made by States on whether
or not they posses6 chemical weapons and of further international exchanges of
data in connection with the negotiations on a multilateral convention on the
complete and effective prohibition of the development, production, stockpiling
and use of chemical weapons and on their destruction;
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7. Welcomea the offer by the French Qovernment  to convene in Paris from
7 to 11 January 1989 a conferenae  of the States parties to the Protocol for
the Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating, Poieonoue and Other Qasee,
and of Bacteriological Methods of Warfare, signed at Qeneva on 17 June 1925,
and of other interested Stateet

a. ExrJtessea the hope that all States will contribute actively to the
objectives of the conference,


