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COXPICIINIIVI  8YlTEM OF INTERNATIONAL PEACE AND SECURITY

1. The itom l ntitlod tNComptohonrlvr ryrtom of interartionrl porao and 8ocurity’t
VII ori9inrlly iaaludrd oa the rgondr of the forty-firrt rrrrioa  of the Qonorrl
Arrmbly  at the roquort of l numbor of Mombor Strtrr (A/41/191). At that rorrion,
the A8rmbly  doaidod  to aoatinuo aoxridrration  of thir itom at it8 forty-rooond
rorrioa (rorolution 41192  of 4 Doaombor 1986).

2. At it8 forty-r@aOnd 8088iOxb the Qonoral Arrombly  adopted rorolution 42193 of
7 Docombor  1987, under  p8rBgraph 13 of whiah it arllod upon intornrtionrl  and
nrtionrl non-govoramoatrl orgrni8rtionr  and political rnd pub110 figurer  i n  all
aountrior  to mrko their politivr ooatributionr  to the dovolopmont  of a prOduCtiVe
rnd mraaingful intornrtioarl dirloguo oa the way8 and morn8 of promoting
COmprehOn8iVO  roourity brrod on the Chrrtor of the United Nation8 and within thr
United Nation8 framrwork, By paragraph 14 of the rorolution, the Aarrmbly
rrquortod the floorotrry-Qrnrrrl  to l xploro way8 and moan8 of organiriag  an exchange
of view8 aa the rubjeat unong Member Stator and to report to the A,rrembly  at itr
forty-thir,* oo~mion,

3. In dirahxrging  8UOh rrrponribilitier, rnd in aacordance  with l xirting
practice, the Ieoretrry-Qenerrl  18 romatimer reque8ted  by the Qeneral A88Ombly to
orrry out rtubier md prerent report8 on variour  problem8 with the arrirtance of
qualified exparta  or aonrultantr, either  in their individual aapaoitier  or on
behalf Of n8tiOnal in8titUtiOn8, In mart ca8e8, howover,  report8 of the
Searetary-Qeaoral  are drafted by the appropriate dep8rtmOnt8  within the
Ieoretariatc

4, In the peroat  inrtmae  the Ieoretariat  drew upon a wide variety of rvrilrble
8ourao8  to l xemiao the view8 of Member  Btrter, non-govornmantrl orgrnirrtionr  and
othorr oa thir rubjmot. It uadortook a oaraful and thorough 8tudy oi all
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8tatemoat8  and d8libOrbtiOn8 at the forty-firrt and forty-reaond 808810n8  of the
Qenoral A88Mbly,  at it8 fifteoath rpecial 8e88iOnr  the third rpecial rerrion
devoted to dirarmameat,  in the Firrt Committee and other rubridiary  bodier  and
organ8 of the Arrombly,  a8 ~011 a8 in the Becurity  Council, The Secretariat  alao
undertook informal coarultationr  with the Chairmrn of regional groupr and
individual delogatioar with a view to exploring way8 and moan8 of organiaing  an
exchange of view8 on the matter, On the barir of paragraph 13 of rerolution 42/93,
a wide rang8  of iaternational  bad national non-govrrnmental organixationr,
politiaal and pub110 figurer were invited to contribute to the development of a
dialogue oa the way8 aad mean8 of promoting comprehenrive  recurity barrd on the
Charter rad within the United Nation8 framework. The idea8 and comment8 relevant
to the subject contained in the roportr of the Secrotary-Qeaeral  on the work of the
Otgbni8atiOn rubmittrd to the forty-fir& and forty-8eCOad  rrrrionr of t.hc General
A88Mbly A/ were 8180  U8ed in draftinq  thi8 report,

5. In the aour of it8 COn8idOratiOn of the way8 and meanr of promoting an
l xchango of viow8 on an important  rubjeot or illue, thr Uaitod Nation8  hal, over
the yoar8, mado ~80 of a variety  of mrthodr ranging from the Plppointmont  of formal
committoe to iaformal group8 rush a8 w aonunittomr and groupl,  contact groups,
frioadr  of the ahairman or rapporteurr, There have been a number of ruch
arran~oment8 throughout the hirtory of thr United Nationr, There include, for
inltanoo, the Bpeaicrl  Committoe  on the Chartor of the Unitrd Nation8 and on the
Strenqtheainq of the Role of the Organiratfon,  the Bpeoial  Committee on
Pease-koepiag  Qperatioar, the Bpocial  Committee on Principle8 of International Law
Conaerning  Priondly  Relationr  and Co-operation among Stator,  the Speaial  Committee
on Enhancing the tffoativanerr  of the Prinaiple  of Non-U80 of Force in
Intrraational Rolatioar,  thr u Committoe on thr Indian Ocean and othorl,

6, A debato took place at the forty-recoad  rerrion  of thr Qeneral Arrembly on the
modalitier  for undertakiag  a rtudy on the concept of 6 comprehon8ive  8yatem of
intornatioaal  poaco and rrcurity, Suggertionr  formulated toward thir objective
included the UIO of outride l xpertu am well a8 the involvement of eminent
per8onalitie8. In the end, however, the Alrembly  chore to requert the
Secretary-Qeneral to explore way8  and meanr of organising an exchange of viewr on
the rubject among Member Stater, In the preparation of the preaent report,
therefore, the Secretary-Qeneral har relied on l xpertiro available to him in the
Secretariat rnd on relevant documentr.

7, Variour  opinion8 were l ⌧prerred during the 8errion on waya and meaner  of
approaching the rubjeot of a comprehenrivo  ryrtem of international peace and
security . It wa8 rtatod that the Qenoral A88embly could ark the Secretary-General
to iavito Mambor  Stator to aonvey their comment8 to him on the subject.
~uggertion8  wore 8180 formulated aimed At initicrting  di8CUa8iOnr  on wayr and meana
to rofaforco the l ffeotiveno88 of the Ctartrr through rupplementary meawrea and
norm86 includiaq thr id08 of a comprohenrivr  ryrtem of international peace and
recurity. Another ruggertion wa8 mado according to which a concerted analysis
rhould bo uadortrkorr of the implomontation  of the provirionr  of the Charter in
ordrr to dotormino thO8e whioh have not boon utili8Od to their fullert potential.
The am88 whom now aoncoptr and l ppro8cho8 hrvr l morgod rhould  br olearly defined
80 a8 to l a8uro that iatrrnational effort8 in thi8 rrgard were not to the dmtriment
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or at the expenre (Jf exiating norms and pt6CtiCOm, It wa8 prOpQ8Od that thought be
giVOn t0 the pO88ibility Of COmmhg  a rpecial 8088iOXA Of the A88Mbly with a
broad participation a8 the forum mort aomgetent to exemine thr irrue of a
comprehrnrive  eystom of international peace and recurity. The rubridiary bodiea of
the Arrembly,  other United Nation8  organ8 and Unitrd Nationr rpecialired  aqencien
have alec been mentioned am further appropriate forum8 for initiating a dialogue on
thorre arpectr of the 8UbjOct which are relevant to their field8 of activity, The
Security Council, the principal organ l ntxueted with the trek of dealing with
International peace and eecurity, could examine waya and mean8  of carrying out the
provision8 of Chapter VII of the Charter in the dilcharge of it8 rerponribilities,
A ruggertion  wa8 made according to which the permanent member8 of the Council could
hold coneultationn with the objective  of formulating a code on peaceful rolationa
and conduct in the field of international relations, The noed  wa8 underrcored  for
a wider use of the United Nation8 Military Staff Committee an& United Nations
peace-keeping forcer, Specialired inatitutione, l uch aa the United Nationr
Univerrity, were aeon a8 appropriate organr for undertaking ba8iC rtudier  and
organising gatheringr on variour arpectm of the irrue of recurity, and it war
ruggeated  that their conclusions and recommondatione could be forwarded to the
Sectetary43eneral.

8. The viewr of thore regional groupr and individual delegationa which were
consulted informally by the Secretariat  can be eummariaed  aa followr. A auggeation
wan advanced by a group of Member State8 that the quertion of the compreheneive
system of international peace and security ehould be dirsurred in the First
(Political) Committee and other Committees of the General Aseembly  during and
outside the regular ae8aions, as well ae by the Special Committee on the Charter,
the Security Council and regional and intergovernmental organiaatione, I t  wan
sdded  that the United Nations should take initiatives in thir field and participate
actively in introducing the dialogue on the queetion In varioua forum@, The report
of the Secretary-General should take into account the debate in the General
Assembly at its forty-firat  and forty-second sessions. The exchange of viewa,
which could be initiated at multilateral, regional and bilateral levela, should be
undertaken in auah a way ar to bring cloeer together the different concept8 held on
the issue. At the came time, the view was expressed that there was nc need to
introduce any new agenda item on the rubject in the United Nations bodice  and
specialized agencies and that the existing agenda items ehould be examined in such
a manner as to promote the concept of the strengthening of international peace and
security. Another group of Member States stressed the opinion that the taek of the!
Secretary-General was of a procedural nature, namely, to explore how an exchange of
views might be organiaed. The Secretary-General’s report was,  therefore, not
expected to deal with the eubetance of the subject, Furthermore, it wae suggested
that this task could be undertaken by the Secretariat itself. It wae aleo atated
that the existing bodies  of the United Nations were competent and poraereed  the
expertise to discuss questiona relating to international peace and l ecurity.
Consequently, any concrete propoeale should be considered in the appropriate forums
of the United Nations eyrtem. Thin group aleo maintained that the Charter
contained the necessary idea8 concerning international peace and eecurity and
anything that could lead to a redefinition of international recurity rhould be
avoided, One Member State expreeeed ito conviction that a wide di8cU88iOn  on the
question of a comprehensive ryrtem of international peace and recurity, both at the
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bilateral and the multilateral l@velr  l 8poaially during the forty-third rorrioa of
the Qeaoral  A88ombly,  would aorvo a8 a moan8 of creating bettor uadorrtandiag  and
co-operation, Thi8 Mwnbor  State wa8 8180 of the opiaioa  that a conrtructivo  and
non-coafroatatioaal debato  on thir qurrtion with a wide prrtiaipation  of Membrr
Water would bring the current practice  of iatoraatioaal  rrlatioar clorrr to the
intograted ryrtom of iatornational  poaco and roaurity  l n8hrin.d ia the Charter, I t
l mpha8i8od that thrre wa8 a nred to evolve a univerrally  l oaeptablo political
languagr that could be urod for retching  AgrWWnt on the mart complioatod  irruer,
Another Membrr Stat0 l mph88i8Od that the purport of thr di8OU88iOn  on thir item wa8
to launch a broad iatrrnational  dialogur , above all withia the Uaitod NbtiOa8,  on
thr way8 aad moan8 of l aruring comprohenrivr rocurity in military, political,
l coaomia, rcological,  humaaitarian, inaluding humaa right8,  and other fioldr oa the
bAri of rtrict compliaaco  with the Chartor and aa l ahancod to10 aad l ffectivoae88
of the United  N8tiOn8a

9. A number of iatornatioaal  aad national non-govmmoatal  orgaairatioar  and
political aad pub110  figurer  rerpoedod to paragraph 13 of Qrnrral Arrrmbly
rrrolutioa  42193. In their l a8wor8, they iadicatrd thrir intrrort in
the rubjoct aad rOCOgni8Od  the importmoo rttachod  by the Qeaoral A88Ombly to the
role of aoa-governmoatal orgaai8atioa8  la aoatributing  to the dovelopmant of a
produotivo intrrnational  dialogue on thir matter, It wa8 8Ugge8tOd  by them that
8ChOlet8  Who80  rO808rCh 18 rOlOV8at  t0 the 8tUdy Of a “IIOW  dofinitionn Of global
8etiu "ty 8hOuld be conrultrd both by their rorprctivo govoramrntr aad by thr world
Orgaai8ation, The aoed wa8 8180 undrrlined for growing oo-operation betwooa the
academic community, politiciaam and diplomat8  to broaden the rcopr of l ctivitio8
conducive  to global roaurityt  it wa8 rtated that thir aorrarpondod  fully with idea8
l xprorred in the l aaual report of the Brcretary-Qenoral oa thr work of the
Organiration, 8ubmitt.d t0 the forty-recond 8088iOa Of the Qoneral A88Ombly.

10. In the light of thr initial conrultationr hold by the Bocrotariat  with the
Chairmoa  of the roqioaal  group8 and individual dolegatioa8  a8 ~011 a8 a alore
l xaminatioa of thr procredingr  of thr forty-recond rerrion  of the Qoneral Arrembly,
it bocamo clear t h a t  dOlOgbtiOXA8  h e l d  d i f f e r i n g  viowr cn h o w  t o  organile t h e
exchange of viowr on a aomprohen8ivo  8yrtem of intrrnational  poaco and 80CUritya

11, The Secretary-Qeneral ha8 noted that regional group8 and individual
delegation8 have l mpha8imod during the informal conrultatioas that the 8UbjOCt  of
the COmprOh6n8iVO ryrtem of international  peace and rrcuriky be exemined within the
framework of the United Nationr  and it8 Charter, by the General A88embly,  itr
rubridiary Organ8, by the Socurlty Council, and by the rpociali8ed agencier.
Furthermore, throughout tho informal coneultationr, COrt&in dOlOgatiOn8 l Xpr6886d
the!r prrforenco for an approach whiah 8Ought to examine coaorete proporalr
rolatiag  to the ryrtem of international  peace and rocurity# The Srcrotary-Qeneral
further boliovor  that, although they ruggertod varying 8pp~O8ChO8  to the
conrideratioa  of the rubjoct, Member State8 wero oloarly in agreement on the
dorirabilitg  of rtrengthoning  the United Nation8 and inCrOb#ing  it8 l ffOCtiV@nO88~
A8 regard8 the aoncept of aomprehearive  rocurity and thr work of the Uaitod
NbtiOn8, it l pp@arr from the l xchrngo of viowr aad the informal con8ultatioar  that
furthor doliborationr  and caa8!rltatioa8  would bo noodrd to bring &bout greator
underrtanding  aad a wider cosIanIu8.
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12. For his part, th0 Srcrotary-Qenoral  rtanda  ready to arrrist  the General
A~a~mbly  to dircurr this rubjact either formally or informally snd to undertake
ruoh rtudirr on general or rpmcific alrpscts  of it as the Assembly would judge to be
Of a88i8tanCO  t0 MOmb8r t3tatO8.


