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IMPLRMENTATION  OF THE DECLARATION ON THE DENUCLEARIZATION  OF AFRICA

INTRODUCTION

1, On 30 Novrmber 1917, the Goncrrel Aarambly adopted reeolutlon  42134 I, the
oparbtivr part of which rradr am iollowa~

“1 X#!k.M..not.#~  of the report of the Secretary-General on South Africa’s
nueleat’capabilityr

,, 2, Qx&I~.mn.a  the massive build-up of South Africa’6  military machine, in
particular its frenzied acquisition of nuclear-wespoa capability for
reprerrive and aggressive purposes and CLE an instrumnnt  of blackmail,

“3. F.ru_t~~gr..-c.o_nde.~n~  all forma of nuclear collaboration by my Stat@,
corporetion, institution or individual with the racirrt rigime of South Africa,
in particular the docirion by aomo Membor States to grant licencea to aevOr81
corporationr  in thoir territories to provide equlpment snd tcchnfcal and
maintenance rorvic.es for nuclear inrtellstiona  in South Africa)

"4, &s~.f.fj..r.ma  that the acquirition of nuclear-weapcn capability by the
racirt rigime constitute8 a very grave danger to international peace and
recurity and, in particular, jeopardiaer  the security of African Staten and
increa,eer the danger of the proliferation of nuclear weaponlr
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“5, m-sea ~w.QT.~ for tha African Btator faced with the
danger o f  South Africa’s nuclear  capabilityr

“6 I cma the actions taken by those Governments which have taken
measurea to restrict  co-operation with South Africa  in nuclear and other
fielder

“7 I m that South Afrion and all other foreign int. eat8 put an
immediate end to the exploration far and exploitation of uranium roaourcea in
Nhmibiar

“8. u-lg~n all States, corporations, institutione and individuals to
torminrto forthwith all forma of military anU nuclear collaboration with the
racirt rigimor

“9, Besur.s the Dirarmament Commission to consider once again aa a
mrttrr of priority during its substantive reroion in 1988 South Africa’s
nuclear cap&bility,  taking into acoowt, btaf, the findingr included in
the report of the United Nationa Inrtitute for Diuermrm  t Rrreowh on South
Africa’s nuclear caphbilityr

“10. m tho Secretary-Genoral to provide r3.1 necessary arsirtance
that the Organisrtion of African Unity may reek regarding tho modalities and
element0 for the preparation and implementation of the relevant convention or
treaty on t!re denuclearisation  of Africa)

“11, m tho adoption by the,  Security Council o f  resolutions
558 (1984) of 13 Decomber 1984 and 591 (1965) of 28 November 1986 on the
quertion of South Africa, with a view to blocking the existing loopholes in
t h e  arme embargo so 18 to render it more effective and prohibiting, i n
part icular , all forms of co-operation and collaboration with the racist rigime
uf South Africa in the nuclear field!

"12, r&mM&LQQs&&&d that South Africe submit forthwith all its
nuclear inetallationa  and facilities to inspection by the International Atomic
Energy Agencyr

"13, RIPueatr the Secretary-General to follow very cloeelv South ASrica’e
evolution in the r.clclear field and to report theroon to the General Aeeombly
a t  ita f o r t y - t h i r d  session, ”

2, Pursuant to paragraph 13 of the raoolution,  the Secretary-General hes
continued to follow very closely South AfricaId revolution  in tho nuclear field, In
order to obtain information that would be of sssietance in the preparation of hie
report ho haa, inter, been in contact with the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) and the Orgsniaation  of African Unity,

3 , In rerponso t’, tho inquiry of the Socretery-Goncral, the Director General of
IAEA has provided him with the updated information regarding South Africa'e  nuclear
capabil i ty. In the viow of ?.he  Secretary-General, this information is relevant to
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the raquost made by the Qoartal  Arrmbly o n  the rma rubjoct and ir horowith
rubmittob aa for Iowa I

(8) Notr by the Diroator Qenrral of IAEA (aeo annex  1)~

(b) Roaolution QC(##II)/RES/603  l ntitlod “South Africa’s nualoar
arpabilitirr”, rdoptod  by the IUA Qonorrl Conforonco at it8 thirty-reaond regulrr
rwrlon on 2 2  Boptombor  1980 (1.0 rnnox I I ) ,

4, Should thq Ioarotary-Qonorrl rrcrivo any furthor  information on the rubjoct,
ho will bring it to the rttontion of the Qonrral  Amombly without drlay.
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ANNEX I

1, In rerolutioa  QC(lOKI)l666/4@S the Qonoral Conforrnor of the International
Atomia Enorgy Agonay rrguertod  the Dire&or Qonerrl “to continur to  take a l l
poorible maa8urea to l nmuro tha full implementation of rerolution  QC(XXX)/6E6/468
and report to the thirty-rrcond  regular 8ersion of the Qenrral Conferonce in this
regard”. A8 requaatad by the Qsnoral Conference the rreolution wa8 brought to the
attention of the Oearetary-Qonrral  of the United Nationr.

2, In a lottrr dated 9 Oatober 1987 to the 6outh African Minirter of Economic
Affair8 and Toahnology, the Dire&or Canrral referred to 6tato Prerident Botha’r
rtatement of 21 Ieptember 1987 in which he had maid “Tho Republic of louth Africa
is propared to aonmenoe negotiation8 with rach of the nuclear werpon Btatra on the
posribility of rigniag the Non-Proliferation Treaty’*. In that latter the Director
donor81 l 88ur.d the Minirtor that the reorotariat  of the Agency wa8 ready for
informal di8ourrione about the procedurea for conoluding and implomentlng standard
rafeguardr agreemontr  purruant to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapona. No auoh dlecuraion8 with the racretariat have yet taken place.

3, The Aqenoy oontinuer to apply rafeguardr in louth Afriaa at the Safari
rerearch reaotor (INPCIRW98) and at the Koebrrg nuclear power mtation
(INFCIRW244). A8 proviourly reported (para. 10 of annex I of document A/42/649),
the faaility attaahment is in force for the application of aafeguarda  at the hot
cell laboratory at Pellndaba whrnever it  aontainr rafoguarded nuclear material from
the two rafeguardrd faailitier mentionrd above, There have been no particular
problem8 in the adminirttatlon of there aafoguardr,

4, There have been no development8 rime the thirty-firrt  rosruion of the General
C o n f e r e n c e  au regarda the negot iat ion of a aafeguarda agreement c o v e r i n g  South
Africa'8 aemi-commeroial  enrichment plant (roe para. 6 of annex I of document
A/42/649), but any safoguardr agreement concluded rftcrr adherence to the
Non-Proliferation  Treaty by louth Africa would include thi8 plant,

5. On 12 August 1988, at thr roquemt of South Africa, dircuraionr took place
between reprerentativer  of the Union of 6oviet Socialist Ropublicr, the United
Kingdom of Qroat Britain and Northei’n  Ireland and the United State8 of America (the
three deporitary  Power8 for the Non-Proliferation Treaty) and of 6outh Africa, A
merrage to the Dire&or Qenrral  from the three Dqositary  Power8  WAI circulated to
member Btater on 1S Augurt 1962 in document INFCIRW356  (attachment 1).

6. Bubrequently,  the Dire&or Qoneral reoelved  l communioation from the resident
reprO8entative  of 6ouC;h  Afriaa to internrtionrl  Organi88tion8  in Vienna regarding
the porition of the 6outh African Qovrrnment with rompeat to the Non-Proliferation
Treaty and to the dlraureionr  on l carrrion to that treaty. The conununication  ir
contained in dooument  QC(lmCXI)S48 (attaohmrnt 2). The Director Qanoral also
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rocrived a communication from the rerident  repreaentative8  of the Union of Soviet
locialiat Republica, the United Kingdom of Qreat Britain and Northern Ireland and
the United State6 of America preaonting the text of their joint rrtatemont  on the
rubject . The communication ir contained in dwument  GC(XlMI)/855 (attachment 3).
Theme document8 wore circulated to all delOgBtiOn8 at the QaneraA Conference,

7, On 23 Segtutl\bor 1900, thr thirty-recond  reaaicn  of the Goneral  C o n f e r e n c e
adopted rerolution GC(XJKII)/RES/503 entited  “South Africa’s nuclear capabilitie8~~
(me0 annex II).

/ . . .
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Wo are taking thir opportunity to 6dViBO you of orrta,in development8 of
interoat to the Ifitrrnational  Atomiu Enorgy Agonay and itr member 6tate8,

On 12 Augurt, at the rmquert of 6outh  Aftian, rmprrrontatlver of our three
Qovernmontmr whiah arti dm8ignBted the depo8itBry Power8 for the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation  of Nualear Weapon8 (NQT),  mot jointly with reprorrntativem  of the
Ropublia  of 6outh Africa to discus8 i88u@8  BtiBing from that Qovrrnment~8
aon8idrration of acceding to the Treaty.

United Kingdom, 6oviet  Union and United 6tater reprementativer reaallrd the
unanimour appeal by partiaigantm  in ths 198s NQT R e v i e w  C o n f e r e n a e  to all  6tater
whiah havr not yet dono 80 to adhero  to the Treaty at the oarliert porrible  date
and urged 6outh Afriern accermion to the NQT,

During the80 tBlk8, a wide t a n g o  of i88ua8 warn diroursed, inaluding the
obligation8 ariming from variour provirionr  of the NPT, The South African
delegation ham rtatrd that it will report baok to the Qovernmrnt and consideration
will be given,  am moon am pOBBibl@,  to the full impliaations  of the aacearion to
the NOT,

The dOpO8itBriO8  rt&ed that they would be available  to rOBpond  to any furthor
queationr by louth Africa,

We shall l dvime you of any relevant future developmontm regarding this
matter. We would apprec iate  it if thir letter could be ciraulated  to all member
State6 for their information.

(Signed by the reprerentativea of the United Kingdom of Qreat Britain and Northern
Iroland, the Union of 6oviet Socialirt ReQublics  and the United Statea of hnrriaa)
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ATTACHMENT 2

I hwe the honour to enclore for your information a document ratting out thr
official pomition of the louth African Qovernment with regard to the Nualear
Non-Proliferation Treaty and to it8 negotiation8 on aace88ion  to the maid traaty,

“POSITION OF THE 6OUTH AFRICAN QOVERNMENT WITH REGARD TO THE
NUCLEAR NON-PROLIFERATION TREATY (NPT)a  NLQOTIATIONS ON

ACCE6SION TO THE TREATY

“1, On 31 Beptember  1987 State Promident  Q. W, Botha l tBtOd that8

‘Thr Republic of South Africa is QrOpWOd to comnono~ negotiation8 with
each of the nuclear weapon State8 on the porribility of rigning the
Non-Proliferation Treaty. At the rame time the Ropublia  of South Africa
will conrider including in theme negotiation8 safeguard8 on it8
inmtallation8  rukjrct to the NPT conditiona,  Thr nature of thorn0
negotiations will depend on the outcome of the 3lmt Qenrral Conference of
the IAEA co be held in Vienna am from 21 Boptomber 1987.

‘South Africa hoper that it will moon be l blr to rign the NPT and haa
decided to open dircuraiona with other8 to thir end, Any 8afoguard8
agreement which might aubrequently  be negotiatrd with the IAEA would
naturally be along the aamo  liner aar and in conformity with, agreementa
with other NPT aignatori@r.’

I' 2, South Africa haa mince been actively engaged in studying and reeking
clarification on the obligationa, righta and condition8 attaching to and
flowing from a QO88ible acceomion  to the NPT,

II 3, South Africa irr an importhnt uranium exporting country, and has alro a
well developed nucleerr programme and capability. For there and other rearonr
consideraticn of accession to the NPT is a complex matter requiring in-depth
study and consultation.

“4 * During the course of the invrrfigrtion  into thir matter a number of
aspect8 of particular concern to South Africa have emerged. Thor0 include!

“4.1 Righter and privilegea in t@rmr of articlr IV of the Treaty,
particularly a8 they relate to the exchange of equlpmont,  material6
and technoloqyt

“4.2 The ability of South Africa, should it accede to the NPT, to market
itr nuclear source materiala (uranium) commercially  like all other
producer8 BUbjOCt only to Agrncy or equivalent 88fOgUBrd8t
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“4.3 Di8oriminatory domertia  legi8lation  currently exirting in a number
of NPT signatory countrier  that ia contrary to the pr inc ip le8  and
rgirit embodied in aeveral article8 of the NPTJ

“4.4 Bxirting United Nation6 rerolutionr  which call for a complete ban
on nualear co-operation with south Africa)

@%.b Challenge8 to South Africa’8 credentials at International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) General Conforrncer and NPT Review Conferencea

“4.6 The dimcriminatory  nature of the NQT insofar ar it dietinguiahee
between nuclear weapon States and non-nuclear weapon Statea.

“5. In an effort to clarify theme concerno  a South African delegation which
inaludod the Minirtrr  of Foreign Affair8 and the Minirter  of Economic Affair8
and Technology held talks in Vienna with reprementativer of the three
deporritrry  Qovernmentr of the NPT,  i.e.  the Soviet Union, the United Staten of
Ameriaa and the United Kingdom, on 11 and 12 Auqurt 1988. Clarity on a number
of mrtterr of concern to South Africa warn obtained. However, on a number of
key i88~08  there warn no conformity of view 8monqrt  the depooitary
rsgre8entatlve8,

“6. Aoaordingly,  from the period commencing 5 September 1988 South Africa ha8
held wide-ranging di8cu88ion8  with repreaentativer  of Borne thirty countries,

“7. louth Afrioa want8 to contribute to peace and regional security in
southern Afriar. The South African Qoverment truatm, however, that the
international aommunity will appreciate that South Africa cannot afford to
exeroiro it8 rovereign right of accerrion  to such an important treaty before
having OOmpleted  a thorough examination of all surrounding is8ues. South
Africa remaina firmly committed to the rpirit, principle8 and goals of the
NOT. It ir 6outh Africa’8 objective and desire to accede to the NPT if South
Africa aould be 8ati8fied that it8 concern8 would be met,"

(Signed by the Rerident  Represrntative)
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ATTACHMENT 3

20 sQQ$m&g  1988 g
n owiet i

gf Q9rn 11
t o  f;be p--thirtY-rrcond

M t-1 Atamic

On behalf of our respective delegations to the thirty-second Qenerrl
Conference of the International Atomic Enorgy Agency, we would like to B&nit the
attached atatemont re lat ing  to the iraue of South Africa which will br taken up
latrr i n  the General Conforen%, We would hope that this statement oould br
circulated to all delegations at the General Conference.

“STATEMENT BY THE DEPOSITARIES OF THE TREATY ON THE
NON-PROLIFERATION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS

“In mid-August, rrprowntativee  of the depositary Governments met with
the delegation from the Republic of South Africa to dircusr that country’r
position concerning possible  wcession to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation
of Nuclear Weapons. The depositary Governmontr reported to the Dirontor
General of the International Atomic Energy Agency on those oonvrrrationa  in
the letter of 13 August 1988, which has been circulated to msmborr  of the IAEA,

“Since that time, the depositary Governmentr have been advired that South
African authorities have been in contact with a substantial number of other
nations in Vienna and some other European capitallo.

"Several statewnts have been made recently by different Governmentr on
that problem which is of crucial importance to the IAEA.

“In light of these developments and to be certain that the position of
the three NPT depositary Governments is clear, they would like to exprers the
following views:

“The depositaries  take a firm and consistent poeition that South
Africa should adhere to the NPT aa soon au poaeible,

“We understand that the ieeue of South Africa’@ acoersion to NPT
remains under consideration  by the Government of the Republic of South
Africa,

“The deporitary Governmenta are resolved to prees  South Africa further to
accede to the NPT. Such acceaaion  we strongly believe is in the best lntrreot
of all countrirs of the region, and of the world as a whole. II

(Signed by the Resident Representatives)
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ANNEX II

(a) m the recommendation of the Board of Governort to rurpend louth
Africa from the l ⌧erciao of the privileges and rights of memberrhig as
oontrinmd in its report QC(lWXI)/807  pursuant to the General Conference
Besolution GC(XW/REWlbS,

(b) v the annual report of the Agency for 1987 contained in
dooumont QC(1W(II)/13Sr  the report by the Director General contained in
dooumaac. GC(##II)/844 and the report of the Board of Qovernors  on South
Afrioa'r  nuolorr capabilities contained in d o c u m e n t  GC(:XXI)/807,

(0) dlfrlraincr  that, drrpito the requertr  of the General Conference and the
intrrnational  comunity, South Africa ha8 persistently violated international
law 88 wrll a8 the pwro8e8 and principle8 of the United Nations, upon whick
the IAEA’8 activit’ -d are baled in accordance with Articles 111,B.l  and XV,!3
of the Statute, and

(d) w that the acquisition of nuclear weapon8 capability by the
raoirt rdqimo of South Africa constitutes a very grave danger to international
peace and recurity  and in particular jeopardiaos  the security of African
State8 and iw-rearer the danger of the proliferation of nuclear weapons,

1, m South Africa for its persistant refural to comply with
succes8ive rerolutionr  of the United Nation8 General Assembly and the General
Conference of the IAEA, a8 ~011 a8 it8 refural to adhere to the principle8 and
purporrer  of the United Nations Charter and the Statute of the IhEAl

2, Reaalvrr  to conrider and take a decision on the recommendation of the Board of
Governors contained in it8 report GC(XXXI)/807 to suspend South Africa from the
exercise of the privileges and rights of membership in accordance with
Article XIX,B  of the Statute at the thirty-third regular session of the General
Conferences

3, m the Director Genorsl  to continue to take all possible mearurer  to
ensure the full implementation of resolution GC(XXX)/RES/468  and report to the
thirty-third regular rerrion of the General Conference in this regard)
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4, &K&IQ&&~ the Director General  to  bring th i s  reso lu t ion  to  the  attantion  of t.!w
Secretary-General of the United NatiOnB) and

5, &,&$aa t o  i n c l u d e  in t h e  a g e n d a  o f  t h e  t h i r t y - t h i r d  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  o f  the
General  Conference an item ent i t led  “South Afr ica’8  nuclear  capabi l i t ies” ,


