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QUESTION OF PALESTINE

THE SITUATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST

REPORT OF "t"E SPECIAL COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE ISRAELI
PEACTICES  AFFECTING THE XUMAN RIGHTS OF THE POPULATIO!l

OF THE OCCUPIED TERRITOR1Pd

I  have the  honour  to  forward the  onclosrd  communi&  ivsuad  by the Foreign
Min!.eterm  o f  the Committoe of  Nine Non-Aligned Countr ies  on Pales t ine  a t  their
mot!.ng  h e l d  tt Nicoria, C y p r u s , on  7  Soptomber 1988  (sea annex) ,  wi th  the  request
tha t  i t  be  c i rcula ted  m an off ic ia l  document ;  of  t;ha General  Assembly under
itc?ms  37,  40  and 77 of  the  provis ional  agenda,

(Signed) I, S, G, MUDENGE
Ambassador

Permanent Representative

1 A/43/150.
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ANNEX

The Foreign Ministerm  of the Committee of Nine Non-Aligned Countries  on
Palortine met at Nicoeia, Cyprue, on 7 September 1988, to rrviaw the nituation  in
the Middle Eaet and to consider action that the Committee could take within the
context of its mandate to contribute to the peace efforta in the region  aimed  at
achirving a compreheneive,  just and 18sting aolution to the Middle Eaat crirsia and,
in particular, Fhr Pales t in ian  problem a n d  tha question of Pales t ine  which ir the
core of the btiddlr East crisis,

The Minictera  reaffirmed the firm commitment of the Movement of Non-Aligned
Countriee  to  the  search for  a comprehenoiva,  just and l a s t i n g  s o l u t i o n  to  t h e
s i tua t ion  in  the  Middle  Eas t  md roitrratrd that the  aino..qua.non  condi t ions  for
the achievement of peace in the region met

(1) The unconditional withdrawal of Israel from all Palqatinian and
other Arab territories i t  occupied rinca 1967, including Jerusalem)

(2) Tho attalnmont end  oxerciee of  the  inalienable rights of the
Peleatinian psoplo (right of return to thoir hor*e8, aelf-dotormination  wi thout
oxternrl intorforonce,  right to national  indk dance and the r ight  to
ertablirh a cloverafgn  lndopendent Btate in P- .crstinr) in conformity with thn
principloo  of tho Charter of tho United Nationn  and relovant resolutions,

The Committee heard a briefing given by Him Excrllency  Mr, Farouk Qaddoc\mi
(PLO) on tho march of the heroic Paleotinian Intifadah against Iaraelf  occupation,
tho situation in the camps of Palbotino rofugoeu in Lebanon, and the recant
decis ions  of the Hashrmite  Kingdom of Jordan re la t ive  to  the West hank, and the
per t inent  ac t ion  and decieion  adopted  by the  Cent ra l  Counci l ,

The  Committoo also heard a briefing given by Ifin Excallency
Dr, Ahmed Taleb Ibrahimi (Algcsria)  on the Extraordinary Arnh Summit. ConforOnc:rr,
h e l d  at Algllsrr, from 7 to 9 June 1988,

Tho Ministorr r eca l l ed  t he  r e l evan t  decision8  t aken  by  the Heads o f  Stat;o o r
Govo?nment  of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries at their Eighth Summlt
Conference with regard to the quertion of Palertine  and the situation in the Mickllct
Eas t , Thoy noted with grave concern  that the s i tua t ion  haa woraenad,  par t icular ly
as a rorult of tho "iron firt” policirs  and practices of Israel,  the occupying
Power,  ageinrt  t h e  Palastinlan p e o p l e , They applaud the  Int i fadah of  the
Paloctinian people, particularly in the unity and co-ordination of the resistrrncn
of the people and the dircipline and self-control demonntratad,

The Minirtoro  onprerwd  grave c o n c e r n  ovw the situation  tha t  prevai led in the
Palortine refugee camp8 of Shatila and Burj el-Barajneh at Beirut, They requestor!
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tha t  the  Uni ted  latione trhould a~ume  ful l  responribility for  the  rafety and t.ha
proviaion of eafegusrrds for the eeocrity of the Palertinirns inside refugee camps
and in the Palontinian  territory undrt Israel i  occupetion. In this context, the
Miniotero @xpreaaed  appreciat ion for the ini t iat ive  of the Secretary-Ganoral  of  t h e

United Nations and the recommendatione  in hir report of 21 January 1988  (S/19443),
and we of the opinion thrt  the security Council  should take into considerat ion
thoor rsicommendationr  with  thr aim of author is ing thei r  implam@ntation,  and in
particular, the provirion of protection of different typon, namely, physical,
lrgrl, general raaiatancr and publicity by the international  media,

Tho Committee wee further oppricled  of the action taken by the Central Council
of the PLO in the light of the decision of Jordan relative to the Went Bank, and
ffxproeoed  ite sppreciation  of the rerponre of the Executivr  Committre of the PLO to
saw&me full responsibility to maintain l a well the functioning of the
adminirtrrtive rtructurr in the occupied Palostinien territories of the Weat  Bank
and the Case Strip,

The Minirtrrr w??comed  the co-operation betwoon Jordan and the PLG reqarding
the ri9hto acquired by the Pelostinianr during the pariod  of the “unity of both
banka”  and erpraaaed, in thia togarb,  their confidence that  such co-operation will
continue until ruch time as a just rolution of the Palestine problem is achieved,

The Minirterr reaffirmed the commitment of tho Movement to rupport action by
the PLO, the rrole and legitimate repreeontative of the Palertinian people,  in
purruance and oxercire of tho inalienable right of the Paleatinfan people  to
independence and rovereignty  in Palertino,

The Minirtorr  furthermore recalled tho decision6 of the MovemcJnt in which it,
inter.alia, affirmed the right of the Palertinian poople to establish  their
sovereign independent State in Palestine, in conformity with tho principles of the
Charter of the Unitod  Nation8 and rolrvant resolutions. In thie context, they
reaffirmnd  the inalienable right of the Palestinian peoplo to proclaim the
independent eoveroign State of Palestino on Palestinian  territory,

The Ministera urged tho Secretary-General to intensify hir endeavours to
irchievo  a compreheneive,  just and lasting peace in the b!iddle East through n just.
solution of the question of Palentine, and called upon the Security Council, in
particular the five permanent membera,  to rupport euch endeavours, with a view to
achieving peace in tho rogion through the convening of the International POACH
Conference in conformity with United Nations General Aarembly resolution 38158 C of
13 Dacomber 1983,

The heroic struggle of the Palestinian people, particularly as exemplified by
the Xntifadah in the occupied torritorfrs, hsr proved to the world that 20 years of
frrraeli occupation, terror and repreaaion  hae failed to destroy their will and the
right to live in freedom in their homeland, their identification with the PLO and
their determination to eetablirh an independent Palestinian  State, The Ministera
called upon al l  Staten , inntitutionr and al l  the peoples of  the world to reinforce
and incresre their rolidarity with that struggle and to condemn the brutal Israeli
acts of repressian which, in recent month8  alone, have caused, Among other
tragedies, the deaths of hundrods of Palestinians.
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The Ministeru callud upon the member8 of the Non-Aligned Mowment,  and all
o t h e r  S t a t e s  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  generous ly  to  the  Intifadah,  mora l ly ,  po l i t i c a l l y  and  i n
concrete term8 (food auppliee, subri8tenca  and f inance) ,  direct ly  a8 wel l  a8
through the United Nation8 organ8 and agencier ,  w i th  f ac i l i t i e s  t o  provide  t h e
neces sa ry  a s s i s t ance  and  8ervice8.

The Minister8 decided that the Committee rhould continue to review current
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d8velopments  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  Middle  EaEt, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e
light of General A88Ombly  rerolutionr  38156 C and 41/43 D of 2 December 1986, and
welcomed the growing oentiment  and momentum in favour of the convening of the
International Peace Conference on the Middle Ea8t under the auepicer  of the United
N a t i o n s ,  w i t h  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n , on  equal  footing and with equal  rights ,  of all  the
partie concerned , including the PLO as t h e  sole , legit imate representat ive of the
P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e , In thic regard, t h e  Minietere r e i t e r a t e d  t h e i r  c a l l  f o r  t h e
early convening of the International Peace Conference on the Middle East under
United Nation8  aU8piCe8  and in cOnfOrmity with the prOViEiOn8 Of General A889mbly
resolu t ion8 38158  C and 41143 D, They fur ther  atreared the primary r98pOnEibility
o f  t he  Secur i ty  C o u n c i l ,  part icu lar ly  that  of  i t8  permanent  membera,  t o  b r i n g  t h i s
about.

The Minirterr  called upon the Security Council  to take adequate measures  to
onsure the termination of Ieraeli occupation and withdrawal of the occupation
force8 and to  OEtabliEh  a United  Nation8  forse to  adminieter  and protec t  the
Paleetinian territorier  for a 8pOCifiOd  tranritional  period,  pending the  exerc ise
of the Palestinian people of itr sovereignty and independence in a Palestinian
S ta t e .

The  Miniartorrr aff i rmed the indi8putable  r ight  of the  PLO to  perticipate  in  the
sessions and the work of the General A88Ombly  of the United Nations, a8 well as the
organ8 and agencie8  of the United Nations, i n  t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  Ob8erVer.  T h e  r i g h t
of the PLO to maintain a mi88ion  at United Nation8 Headquarter8 in New York, the
r i gh t  t o  ma in t a in  p r emi se s  and other  func t i ona l  f a c i l i t i e s  and  t he  r i gh t  of  en t ry
to  and s tay  in  the  Uni ted  State8  of America of i t8  personnel  to  car ry  out  the i r
funct ion8 have been reaff i rmed by the relevant  re8olution8  of the for ty-second
regular and resumed 8e88iOn8  Of the General A889mbly. The Mini8tere  recognized  tho
significance of the advisory  opin ion  of  the Internat ional  Court of Jus t ice  in  th is
matter. They expressed satisfaction that the attempt8 to impede the functioning of
the PLO Ob89rWr  Mission to the United Nation8 had failed,

The Ministers decided that the Committee should continue to work actively ancl
closaly wi th  regional  and in ternat ional  organisations in order to  promote  the  ides
of the convening of the International Peace Conference on the Middle East and to
ask the Chairman of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries to conduct consultations
and contact8, in  par t icular  wi th  the  Secretary-General of the  Uni ted  Nation8 and
permanent member8 of the Security Council, in  o r d e r  t o  d e v e l o p  f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  t o
promote our goale,


