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I . INTRODUCTION

1. In its resolution 42190 of 17 Docember  1987, ontitled “Strongthoning of
security and co-operation  in thr Moditorranran  region”,  the Genoral Assembly,
J.ntrr.alia, (a) welcomed any furthor communication to tho Secretary-General, from
all  States,  of progoaals, declarations and rrcommrndationr on rtrengthening peace1
rrcurity and co-operat ion in thr Moditorranean rrgionr  (b) invited Statrr mombera
of the relevant regional  organioat ionr  t.o lend support and to  rubmit to the
Secrrtary-General concrotr  idor and ruggostioas on their potent ia l  contr ibut ion  t o
c;he strengthening of praco and co-operation In thr Mediterranean rogionr  and
(c) rsquoated the Socrstary-General  to lrubmit to the General Assembly at its
for ty - th ird  aossion, o n  the barir of all toplier  received and notification8
submitted in the implementation of the prerent resolution and taking into account
the debate on this question during its forty-second beaaion,  on updated report on
thr rtrengthening of security and co-operation in the Mediterranean region.

2, Pursuant to that resolution, on 9 March 1988 the Secretary-General addressed a
note vrrbale to  all  States  requerting their views on the question of  strengthening
security  and co-operation in the Mediterranean reg!.on in accordance with the
relevant paragraphs of the rerolution.

3, Au at lb July 1988, six Governments had repliad to the Secretary-General’s
noto verbale,

II, SUMMARY OF THE DEBATE ON THE QUESTION OF STRENGTHENINQ
SECURITY AND CO-OPERATION IN THE MEDITERRANEAN REGION
DURINQ THE FORTY-SECOND SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

4, The majority of Staten that addressed the rubject of strengthening security
End co-fJperution in the Mediterranean region expressed their concern at the
persistent yension  in the region. It was pointed out that the continuing presence
of non-regional Powers and the stockpiling in the area of weapons, including
nuclear wIlapons, had created a dangerous  situation,

5. Several  States  noted that  the root  causes  for the persiatent +.onsion in the
Meditarraneac  were to be found in the pol icies  of aggression,  int imidation,
i n t e r v e n t i o n , and interference in the interral affair  of the countries in the
r e g i o n . According to those States ,  such pol ic ies , cohiducted  wf th a view to
undermining the sovereignty and independence of non-aligned Mediterranean
countries,  posed a considerable threat to the peace and security of the region.

6. Identifying the ongoing crises and conflicts in the Mediterranean an one of
the main causes of tension in the region au well as a potential danger for
international peace and security, severa l  S ta te s  ca l l ed  fo r  the ir  peace fu l ,  jus t
and l a s t i n g  s o l u t i o n . I n  th i s  respec t , some of those States underlined the role of
t h e  United Na t ions  in  f ind ing  s o l u t i o n s  t o  those  c r i s e s  and  con f l i c t s .

/ . . .
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7. A numbor  of Stator l mpharired onto again the iatimato link b&wren
rtronqthaninq  rrcurity and co-operation  in the Moditorranoan togion  and
rtronqthrninq rocurity and co-operation in Europa and in other regiona, Some
Statrr l ⌧proaaod the virw that the procrrr of rtronqthoninq  rrcurity in Europe
could not continur  without taking into account the rocurity concern8 of the
non-aligned Meditmrranoan countrior. They called for an extended  dialogue between
the countrior participating in the Confrronco on Security and Co-oprration in
Europa and the non-participating Moditrrranran countrio8, I n  t h i n  connrction, i t
wa8 rocrllod that at thr Vionnrr  mooting of the Conforonco on Security and
Co-oprration in Europe romo Moditorranran  countrior had rubmittrd a proporal  that a
mooting bo convonod  to conridor the poraibilitior  and moan8 of rttrnqthoninq
rrcurity and intenrifyinq co-operation in the Moditrrranman roqion, within the
framrwork of the Moditrrranran chaptrr of the Holuinki  Final Act. Hope was
rxprorrod that all negotiationa  on nuclear and conventional dirarmamont  in Europe
would alro include  the Moditorranoan roqion within their rcopo.

8’ Noting thr rorultr of the mretinq of the Minirtorr for Foroiqn Affair8  of the
Maditrrranona  momberr of the Movomont  of Non-Aliqnrd Countrior hold at Brioni,
Yuqorlavia, on 3 and 4 Juno 1987#  rovoral  Stator rtrorrod onto again the importance
of aontinuinq  and rtronqtheninq the dialoquo b&worn  Moditrrranoan  mrmbrrr  of the
Movrmrnt of Non-Aliqnod  Countriar  and the European countrier, particularly tho8e
bordrrinq  the Meditrtranoan. They l mpharimrd in particular thr importancr the
non-aligned Mediterranean  counttier attached to the tank of intrnrifyinq  and
continuourly  promoting contact8 botwoon all Meditorranoan  Stat.8 in all area8 in
which common intorortr and real porribilitior for co-operation  l xirtod, One State
commontad  that the communiqui adopted at the brioni  mrrtinq contained arsartionr  on
North-South irruer  that, from it8 rtandpoint, were unaccoptablr.

9. Another State draw attention to a rrrio8 of initiative8 it had undertaken in
the part two docador  airnod  at promoting thr 8tronqthoninq  of rocurity and
co-operation in the Moditorranoan roqion, Thorr i n i t i a t i v e 8  i n c l u d e d ,  .j,&er al&
the l 8tabli8hmont of an International Ocean Inrtituto, a Roqional  Oil-Combating
Contor for the Meditmrranran  and, mart rrcrntly, a Europran Contot for Training and
Roroarch in  the f ield of natural and tochnoloqical  pollution of the Moditsrranean.
Thir Stab further noted that it was working within the framework of the
Commonwralth to promote a greater undrrrtanding and co-operation in the
Moditorranoan region.

10, In the context of the item under diacusrion, rome delegat ion8 al80 referred to
thm i88ue of  in ternat iona l  torrorilm,  part i cu lar ly  Stat0 and State-rponaored
trrrorism,

11, Conridering  the qurlrtfon  of the linkaqo  between development8 in different
regiona,  one State raid that the prorent  continental  roqional concmpt might be
rupplomentod with @Ooverlapginq  but equally val id regional  approachor”. I t  reca l l ed
itr proposal to establish a regional centre for the advancement  of marine science
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and technology for the Mediterranean, aa provided Fir in article8 276 and 277 of
the United Nation8 Convention on the Law of the Sea.

12. Another State drew attention to the idea of matabliahinq  a Mediterranean forum
a8 a multidisciplinary  framework for the promotion of co-operation in the region,
to  includm  not only governmental  raprerentativma  but alao acimntific,  educational ,
cultural, artistic and othmr inatitutiona, a8 well a8 eminent individual8
apecialiainq  i n  Meditmrranean  studier.

13, One State reiterated some of it8 marlimr propossls,  namrly, the application to
the Mediterranean region of agreed  confidoncm-building mraaureaJ the reduction of
armed  forceer  the withdrawal from the Mediterranean of ship8 carrying nuclear
weaponr; the rejection of the idea of deploying nuclear weapon8 on the territory of
non-nuclear Mediterranean countries] an undertaking by nuclear Power8 not to use
such weapon8 against any country in the Mediterranean which doer not permit the
deployment of such weapon8 within it8 own territory and the application to the
Mmditerranman  region of  the idma  of  m8tabli8hinq  a  aom free from chemical  wmaponr.

III, REFLIES RECEIVED FROM GOVERNMENTS

BULGARIA

[Oriqinalr English:

[18 May 1988 ]

1. In the paat  decade, isauma  re la t ing  to  the Mediterranman  region have
increasingly attracted the attention of thm international community. Against the
backdrop of the positive development8 evolving in Europe, the situation  in the
Mediterranean region continues to be tensm. The reaaona &re manifold and yell
known. Iarael’b policy of aggression againrt the Palestinian and Arab peoplma,  the
i l legal  partit ion of Cyprus, foreign military b88e8 and foreign naval presence in
the region.

2. The complicated situation in the Mediterranean region has Caused legitimate
concern in the People’s Republic of Bulgaria, which is located Ci38A  to the
region, There are foreign mil i tary ba8m8  with stockpiles  of various offensive
weapons, including nuclear arme, on  the  t err i tory  o f  two o f  our  nmighbouring
Mediterranean countries. Moreover, the Mediterranean Sea is t.-aversed by major
trade routes l inking the People’s  Republic  of Bulgr:is with the other continents of
the world.

3. The People’s  Republic  of Bulgaria is  of the view that genilinm possibi l i t ies  do
exist for improving the situation in the Mediterranean region. First and foremost,
effective steps should be undertaken 80 that the solution of the problem8 of  the
Mediterranean region is able to keep pace with the ongoing negotiation8 on security
and disarmament in Europe. The confidence- and security-building measures
enviaaqed in the Document of the Stockholm Conference should be extended to include
the Mediterranean region, and the recommendations of the Helsirki  and Madrid
document8 pertaining to the Mediterranean region should be implemented.  While new

/ I I .
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idea8 and security-built 1q mearurer  in the Mediterranean region could be worked
out at the Vienna memting of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in
Europe. It ir alao necearary  to ruppori: the programme of recurity-building
meaaurmr  related to the region, aa progored  at the meeting of Minister8 for Foreign
Affair8 of the Mediterranean member8 of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, held
at Brioni in July 1987, Of particular riqnificance  are the iasuea of co-operation
in the economic, scientific  and cultural fields, aa well a8 on the important
quertion of protecting the environment of the region. In thir connection, high on
our agenda ir the quertion of holding a conference on recurity and co-operation in
thm Mmditerranean  region, similar to the Conference on Security and Co-operation in
Europe with the participation of the Mediterranean and other States concerned.

4. The People’8 Republic of Bulgaria ia of the opinion that in addition to the
well-known recent propo8al8 of the USSR and the State8 paxtiea  tc the Warsaw
Treaty,  the lateat Soviet  initiative8 in thi8 area conrtitute a n  important and
conrtructive  bari for a bU8ine88like  diaioque on the problema of security in the
Mediterranean region. There initiative8 include the future reduction of and
limition  on thm nwnbmr  of naval vearelr and naval force8 of the USSR and the United
States of America, prior notification of each other a8 well a8 the Mediterranean
States of naval tranrfera and exerciaea,  and the invitation of observers to them,
and the elaboration of principle8 enrurinq the recurity of the bU8ie8t sea lanes of
the Medi teL ranean  Sea.

5. The Peoglm’r  Rmpublic of Bulgaria once again rmaffirma it8 position that the
political amttlement  of the conflict8 in the Mediterranman region nnd the
elimination of formiqn military bare8 and facilitites  there would be of major
importance in improving the rituation in the region.

6, Tranaforminq the Msditerrwean region  into a zone of peacm,  securi,y and
c o - o p e r a t i o n  would  be  conduc ive  to  fur ther  strenqthmninq  peace  and  secur i ty  in
Europe a n d  throughout the world, Thi s  i s  a  d i f f i cu l t  ye t  ach ievab le  task that  wi l l
require goodwill and collective l fforta, and the People’s Republic of Bulgarin  is
prepared to contribute in every pO88ible way to it8 tealiaation,

BYELCRUSSIAN  SOVIET  SOCIALIST REPUBLIC

[Original!  Russian]

119 July 1988 J

1. The Byelorusaian SSR considers that the encouraging trends which have emerged
recently in the international situation will become more firmly estrblished  and
more widespread, extending to region8 where Conflict situations st i l l  persist , The
situation in the Mediterranean aharrld  also benefit from these developments.

2. In particular, the entry into force of the Treaty between the USSR and the
United States of America on thm elimination of their intermediate-range and
shorter-range missi les  ( the INF treaty)  has practical ,  pO8itiV3 consequences for
the region. It  is  important not  to al low this  favourable trend to be neutralised
or reversed by any kind of “compensations”, “modernisations” or redeployment,

/ . . 6
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3, The Byeloru88ian  SSR advocate8 a comprehenrivo  approach to l naurinq
international peace and recurity  and ir therefore  in favour of a multilatersl
approach to the problem8 of the Mediterranean, In thir connection it rupports
various init iat ives  a n d  effort8 of  the Mediterranean State8 aimed at  transforming
it into a region of peaoa and  ao-operation and encompa88inq  political, military and
e c o l o g i c a l  arpectr. Unfortunately, the80 proposal8 have not yet been put into
practice bOCaU80 of the c o n d i t i o n 8  which l %iat Aa thir r e g i o n .

4 . For a number of yearr, including 1987 (aee A/42/570) the Byeloruasian SSR has
comnunfcated to thm Secretary-Genmral it8 views and proporalr on measurar that
could lead the course of events in the Mediterranean away from thm rphere of
confrontation toward8  a rtrenqthaning of the qOnuine  recurity of all the countries
in the region and an enhancement of their atability and co-operaticn.

5. The Byelorurrian SSR reaffirm8 the propo8al8 set forth earlier and atrearer
that  rapidly achieving the goal8 of a aone of p e a c e  a n d  co-operation in the
Mediterranean, reducing military confrontation and bringing international actiona
in this region into line with thm nmw thinking would be facilitated in particular,
by the rimultaneour withdrawal from the Mediterranean, of the United States and
Soviet fleet;8  am propored by the USSR, and a8 a firrt atop toward8 that, the
freezing on A reciprocal ba8i8 of the number of vmraelrr and naval potential of both
of these State8 with t;le rubrequent e8tabli8hment  of ceiling8 for them.

6. Moreover,  the USSR and the United State8 could give prior aotification to each
other and to all Ymditerranean countrier OS movomeats of naval veraelr and n val
exerciser and invite obrerverr  to thorn and could do 80 even before aqreemant on
all-European confidence-building meaaurea  of thir type. The Medgterranean  would
thus be able to set the tone in thir very important matter.

7. It is alao important to quarantem a rbqime of safe navigation in the
Moditmrranean basin.

8. A conference of repreamntativea  of Mediterranean and other interested States
would help promote the init iat ive to establirh  a  lone of p e a c e  and co-operation OJd

also the implementation of other proposals of the ramo nature put forward at forums
of countries  of the region, The United Nation8 could make a major contribution to
t h i s .

GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC

[Or ig ina l ,  Engl i sh]

[12 J u l y  1988]

1. In the nuclear and spsco age, the safeguarding of pmacm and strengthening of
international  security ha8 become the pivotal  concern in international  pol i t ica.
More than ever before, international relation8 are marked by the awareness  that
problem8 which h a v e  a deCi8iVe  impact on p e a c e  and security can be resolved only by
political means. This was underlined by the Chairman of the German Democratic
Republic State Council, Erich Honscker, when he saidr “An analysis of

/ . . L
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international  affair6 shows that ,  after yearr of rharpening  confrontation,  a
constantly exacerbating arms race and growing tenaiona,  there are now the firrt
rignrr of a change for the better.”

2. The diracmament  procera has been ret in motion with the entry into force of
the treaty between the US8R and the United States of America on the elimination of
their intermediate-range and rhorter-iango nuclear mirriles. The Qerman  Democratic
Republic did it6 beat to help bring about that treaty, Now, the f irst  contours of
a nuclear--weapon-free and non-violent world are taking shape. The treaty also
c o n v e y 8  a s i g n i f i c a n t  meraagea it ia possible, a f t e r  a l l ,  t o  f i n d  j u s t  a n d  lasting
aolutionr  to even the most complicated isrues. A n  uwarenesa  o f  t h i s  f a c t  i s  o f
paramount importance for further successful effort8  by the forcer of reason and
realism toward8 promoting and consolidating the incipient p r o c e a a  of disarmament
and guaranteeing comprehensive and equal security for all States and peoples and,
thus, for stav ing off  a nuclear inferno. This presupposes a rense of realism,
judgement and understanding of the interests of others.

3. I n  t h a t  c o n t e x t , the rummit  meeting between General Secretary Gorbachev and
President Reagan was truly a source of encouragement in that it provided poritive
condCtion8  for the conclusion of the treaty between the Soviet Union a n d  the United
States on a 50 per cent reduction of their strategic offensive weapons, which is
sure to further and strengthen the process of nuolear disarmament. Prospects are
good for limiting nuclear teat explosions, as  wel l  as  f o r  a world-wide ban o n
chemical weapona. Also,  there are justif ied hoper that nuclear missi les  with a
range of UQ to 500 kilometres will be included in the disarmament process, In the
wake of t? .: summit, new possibilities are shaping up for the political solution of
reg iona l  conf l i c t s , which would have a favourable impact both on strengthening
r e g i o n a l  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y .

4. The G e r m a n  Democratic  Republic  s i tuated at  the eenaitive div ide between the
Waraaw Pact and NATO, takes a particular interest in keeping the common European
home inhabitable for all times to come,
with cne another,

with States and peoples getting along well
The fundamental concern of the G e r m a n  Democratic Republic is t h e

all-round promotion of security and co-operation on the European continent, notably
by pursu-ng a  policy of broad dialogue, The German Democratic Republic
emphatically support8 extending nuclear disarmament in Europe to other fields. The
same goes for the reduction and eventual elimination of tactical nuclear weapons
systems. The ult imate object ives  is  to  scale  down weapona arsenals  i n  Europe a n d
create armld force structures and patterns of deployment in such a way aa would
give either aide a guarantee against a surprise attack and preclude offensive
operations altogether. In this connection, the German Democratic Republic
reiterates its principled preparedness to proceed from one aero solution to another
on the basis  of equality and equal  security. This is alao the motive underlying
its  proposals ,  put forward jointly with Czechoslovakia,  for  establishing a
nuclear-weapon-free corridor and a zone free of chemical weapons in Central Europe.

5. The International Meeting for Nuclear-Weapon-Free tones, which waa held in
Berlin from 20 to 22 June 1988, clearly showed the broad international support
enjoyeti by the idea of such zones among atateamen, parliamen’arians,  scientists and
social  forces from all  continents. At th? same time, it  ref lected the growing

/ ..*
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awareneaa  of the fact that regional and global security are directly interrelated
in the nuclear and apace age,

6. Together with its allies, the Qerman  Democratic Republic taker the view that
effort6 t? strengthen stability in Europe murt alro involvo  rosolute rtepr to
reduce military activities in the aeaa aid oceans that rurround this continent. In
this respect, particular importance attaches to the Mediterranean area, where
aiaable military potentials are concentrated and where complex regional conflicts
have been smouldering, in rome caaea,  for decades.

7, Given the goo-strategic  importance of the Mediterranean, which links three
continents, any move to relax the situation in that region would have a positive
impac t  on  Europe,  A s i a  and  A f r i c a .  T h e r e f o r e , the German Democratic Republia  jcinr
the other member Staten of the Warsaw Treaty in advocating the transformation of
the Msditer?aneaa region into a none of stable peace, security a n d  co-operation,

8, The Gerrean Democratic Republic, as a non-littoral State of the Mediterranean,
contributes its rhara to this end in the framework of the Conference on Security
and Co-operation ia Europe and through other multilateral and bilateral foreign
p o l i c y  move6. It actively supports the proposals rubmittod  by the USSR and the
other social ist  Staten, as well as non-aligned and other countries, in order to
crea te  a  Loalthier  c l imate  in  that  reg ion  in  the  pol i t ica l ,  e c o n o m i c ,  mi l i ta ry ,
scientif ic -technical  and ecological  fielda. It  particularly appreciator the Soviet
initiative with regard t o  a  freeze on, and ceilings for, Soviet and American n a v a l
force potentials deployed in the Mediterranean.

9. In thir connection, the German Democratic Republic welcomer
confidence-building mearurer in regard to naval forcer like those proposed by the
USSR at the third special session of the United Nations Qeneral Aaaembly devoted to
disarmament. The implementation of such practical steps aa are outlined below
would have a positive influence on the strengthening of confidence, stability a n d

security in the Mediterranean.

Prior notif icat ion of transfers a n d  manoeuvrer involving naval  forcer and
air  fo rcer  operating wi th  them!  l imitations on the number,  scale  and
areas of conduct of such manoeuvrers  the invitation of manoeuvre
observers, and the exchange of datar

The establishment of militarily thinned-out zones and zones of increased
confidence in the areas spanning the moat important international
shipping route6, as well as the withdrawal of offensive forces and means
f r o m  t h e s e  ao1..~.9;

The limitation of the number of vessels carrying tactical nuclear
weaponsr disclosure by the USSR and the United States - on the basis of
rec iproc i ty  - a s  t o  w h e t h e r  t h e i r  n a v a l  v e s s e l s  c a l l i n g  a t  f o r e i g n  porta
carry nuclear weapons or not, and the collective development of technical
means to ascertain whether naval vessels are armed with nuclear weapons.

10. At the same time, t!Je German Democratic Republic favours redoubling efforts to
eliminate hotbeds of conflict in the Mediterranean r e g i o n .

/ . . .
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11. It advocates a comprehensive, just and lasting settlement of the Middle East
confl ict  by col lect ive  endeavours , Hence, it supports the proposal to hold an
international conference under the auspices of the United N a t i o n s  in which all
parties concerned, . ncluding the PLO, would take part in order to achieve this
object ive .

12. The German Democratic Republic believer that convening a representative
international conference within the framework of the United Nations, in which
Cyprus, with representatives of both Greece and Turkey, the Member States of the
United N a t i o n s  and other States  may take part , would be a viable way of resolving
the international aspects of the Cyprus question,

13. The conference of the foreign ministers of the Balkan countries is, in the
view of the German Democratic Republic, an example of how subregional endeavours of
States sf differing social orders can help to improve understanding, attenuate
arejudicea and e n h a n c e  co-operatLon  in the Mediterranean.

14. Tha German Democratic Republic supports holding an export meeting within the
framework of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe follow-up
meeting in Vienna to deal with issues of security and co-operation in the
Mediterranean.

15. The dev,?lopment .and advancement of mutually advantageous relations with tho
States of thai: region is another essential element of strengthening security and
cc-operation in Lbs Mc!iterranean  and beyond. I n  conformity with i ts  peaceful
foreign pol icy, the German Democratic Republic has always endeavoured to develop,
on the basis OP peaceful coexistence, relations of mutual respact and trust with
the littoral States of the Mediterranean and all Stater  of that region bearing
pol i t ical  and mili tary reaponaibi l i ty .

16. This is, in the view of the German Democratic Republic, a concrete
contribution Ilo the efforts to transform the Mediterranean region into a region of
peace and co-operation,

IRAQ

(Oriqinalt A r a b i c ]

[?,l March 19881

Iraq reaff irms i ts  earl ier  posit ion set  forth in document A/42/570 of
30 September 1987 and believes that it is the appropriate framework for acticl, to
strengthen peace and security in the Mediterranean region.

/ *..
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OMAN
[Original: Arabic]

[25 A p r i l  19881

1 . The increaainq attention being paid to attengthoning  security and co-operation
in the Maditerraneaa  region is reassuring, given the considerable importance of
this region and its link with European aocwity and with peace and security in
adjacent ragiona.

2, The Sultanate of Oman, aware that the situation in the Mediterranean region is
fraught with tension, has rupportod efforts to strengthen security and co-operation
in the region and, moat rrcontly, joined in the consensus achreved by the General
Assembly in its resolution 42190. In the view of Oman, the security and
co-operation to which the counttier  and peoploa  of thr region aspire cannot be
achieved without the genuine political will to find just and viiible  solut ions to
existing problems and crises in the region and without further efforts to reduce
tenrion and to create conditions of security and co-operation in all fields for all
countries and peoples of the Mediterranean region on the basis of the principles of
aovereignty and integrity,  the right to aa?f-determination,  security,
non-interfrrence  in a l l  its forma, the inviolability of international borders,
renunciation of threat or use of form, the inadmissibility of acquiring territory
by force and the praceful settlement of disputes.

POLAND

[Oriqinalt E n g l i s h ]

[3 August 19881

1. Poland has noted with satisfaction the positive changes in interxxational
relations manifest, on the one hand, in progress in the dirarmament  dialogue,
including the agreement on the elimination from Europe of two typos of nuclear
missiles and the ongoing negotiations on a 50 per cent reduction of strategic
weapons and, on the other, i n  a  gradual  se t t l ement  of  loccll  con f l i c t s ,  Some
conflicts, however, especially in the Middle East and in the Persian Gulf, continue
to pose a threat not only to the security of the respective regions but 0180 to the
security of the world as a whole, given the interdependence between national,
regional  nud global  security . Poland attaches great importance to the development
o f  a  comprel,fnnivo system of international peace and security whose major
components would include security and co-operation in different regions,

2. The Mediterrlinean  region, which borders on Europe, Africa and Asia, is one of
the most militarised regions in the world. The economic and strategic importance
of this area and numerous disputes and conflicts - both internal  and international ,
and  terr i tor ia l ,  e thn ic , religious and economic in nature - have led to sorious and
persistent tensions in that region.
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3. As wo have stated on many occaafona, the situation in the Middle East,
especially in Arab territories  under Israeli occupation, is one of particular
concern to  us . Poland has invariably favoured a peaceful settlement of the Middle
East conflict on the forum of an international peace conference under the aeg!.a  of
the United Nations, with the participation of all parties concerned and with due
respect for their legitimate interests, The key issue is the rolution  of the
Palestinian problem and the recognition by Israel of the Palestinians’ right to
self-determination.

4, The  question of Lebanon should be also settled with due regard to the security
interests of that country, including the preservation of its independence and
t e r r i t o r i a l  i n t e g r i t y . The same applies to the quertion of Cyprus.

5 . The participation of Polish soldiers in UNDOF on the Golan Heights and earlier
in UNEF II in the Suea Canal aone end o n  the Sinai Peninsula is Poland’s concrete
contribution to the improvement of security in that region,

6. The presence  of  considerable NATO naval  forces ,  f irst  of  all  of  the Sixth
United States Plset,  in the Mediterranean and in numerous military bases on the
terr i tory  o f  l i t tora l  S ta tes , is a  Bource  of  tension and justif ied concern of
States in this region and of other European States as well.

7, Poland extend8 its support to the initiatives to transform the Mediterranean
region into a aone of peace and co-operation. We have followed with attention all
actions in this direction undertaken by the non-aligned States of the region which
are supported by the entire Movement of Non-Aligned Countries. We also support the
proposals aimed at strengthening security and enhancing co-operation that were
formulated at the ministerial meetinga  of the Mediterranean members of the Movement
of Non-Aligned Countr!ea at Valetta in 1984 and Brioni in 1987, We welcomed with
genuine satisfaction the decisions taken by the first meeting of the six Foroign
Ministers of the Balkan States, held at Belgrade in February 1988, which uPheld tho
earlier initiatives  to transform the Balkans into a zone free from nuclear and
chemical wetipona  and proposed further measures with respect to co-operation in
va r ious  f ie lds ,

8 . The establishment of a zone of peace and co-operation in the Mediterranean
region,  including the Balkans,
military brass from that area.

calls  for the withdrawal of  all  foreign troops and
This  re fers ,  i n  part i cu lar ,  to  the  nava l  forces  oE

the two great Powers. Poland has supported the proposals of the Soviet IJnion  to
limit and to eliminate from that region the military potentials of the two Powers,
bared on the principle of  equal i ty ,  as  we11  as the most recent  in i t ia t ive  of
16 March 1988 to freeze the military potentials of the two Powers in that region
and establish an upper ceiling on them. Poland extends its  ful l  support to this
initiative and to proposals to introduce military confidence-building measures in
the Mediterranean r e g i o n  on the basis of a Soviet-United States agreement.

9, W e  a r e  l i k e w i s e  i n  f a v o u r  o f  c o n v e n i n g - pursuant to the proposal  of  the
Soviet Union - a conference of representatives of the Mediterranean and other
in teres ted  S t a t e s  t h a t  w o u l d  d i s c u s s  a l l  t h e  in i t ia t ives  concern ing  Becurity and
co-opera t ion  in  the  region, especial ly  those put forward by the  Medi terranean

/ . l .
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strtor * Thir would oonrl;ituto an important rtop towardr the l 8tabli8hmOnt of 6s
80~10 of poaco and co-operation in that region,

10. Many proporal  aontainod  in thr document8 of both the minirtorial  mooting8  of
the Moditarranran  Non-Aligned Countrirr  and the mooting of the Balkan Stat.8 could
be regarh!! a8 l conomio cunfidonao-building  mea,ouror. For many yoarr Poland ha8
focueed  particular attention on thO80 moa8ure8, rrruming that thry could br
implomsntnd  both on a global and rogioaal  rcalo. Poland ha8 rairrd thil irrue at
the United Nation8 ropeatodly  and 8tand8 ready to participate,  a8 far a8 it is
able, i n  multilateral  offortr pur8uod b y  t h r  Moditorranoan  Rtater togothrr w i t h
other Stator,

11, The cl080 intorrolationrhip brtweon t h e  rocurity o f  t h r  Moditorranoan  r e g i o n
and that of Europa  ha8 been widely  rocognirod by the international community and
confirmed  in the dOCWWnt8 of the Conferonce on Security and Co-oporatioF  in
Europe, the minirtrrial  mooting8 of the Moditerranoan  mrmbor8  of thr Movemeat  of
Non-Aligned Countrier, thr Movomont  of Non-Aligned Countrier  and the United
Nationo. The Moditorranom dimonrion  of the CSCE proco88, inrcribod in the Final
Act, war rubroqurntly  dovrlopod  at 8ucco88ive  meeting8 which confirmed the
political comnitmont  of Stat.8 participating in the CSCE to contributr  to tho cause
of poacor  rocurity and jurtico  and to dovrlop good-neighbourly  relation8 with
countrior in that region. Poland favour8 full implrmrntation  of the relevant
provirionr of the CSCE Final Act, the Final Document of the Madrid Meeting and the
Document  of the Stockholm Confrronco cuncorning  confidencr-building  moarurrr,  as
~011 a8 rrcurity and co-operation in the Mediterranean region, Poland ir also in
favour of putting into l ffoct the rpecific recommendation8 contained in documents
of the Valetta meeting and the Venice rominar concerning co-operation  in that
region a8 well a8 co-operation  between non-participating and participating States,

12. For ito part, Poland Wi8h.8 to draw attention to that part of the Document of
the Stockholm Conforrnce  which conrtitutrr a development and rubrtantiation of the
principle of the non-u80 of force. The implementation of thi8 and all the other
CSCE priuciplor, which the Stat.8 participating in the Conference have undertaken
to apply not only in their mutual rolc(tion8  but alro in relation8 with other
Stater, would poritively affect 8 pemoful development of the Mediterranean
region, Poland and other rocirlirt State8 attach great importance to the
oblervance  of thorn principler, including the subrtantiation  and implementation of
the prLnciple  of non-u80 of form.

13. Like other European rocialirt State8 and the non-aligned Mediterranean States
participating in the CSCE procorr, Poland ir in favour of extending to the
Mediterranean area the confidence-building mea8ure8 in the military 8phere which
have been agrerd  to in the CSCE procell* Poland wa8  the firrt  country at the
Vienna meeting of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe to sdmit ;\
proposal to broadon thr rcope of work of the Conference on Confidence- and
Security-Building Mearuror and on Dirarmsmcnt  in Europe, with a view to covering
the question8 of the reduction of conventional armament8 and providing for military
rtability in Europe. The Polirh plan to decreaee  armament8 and to increase
c o n f i d e n c e  i n  Contra1 Europe pre8Ontod  by General  JarU8el8ki  on 8 May 1987 i s
conceived a8 an integral part of effort8 de8igned to care tenrionr and to decrease?

/ I . .
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armament8  throughout Puropo "from thr Atlantic to the Ure181Q,  It8 implementation
would prevent the tranrfrr of armamentr  from one part of Europa to another or even
outride the Europoaa aontiarnt.

14, Enhanaed l oaurity in the Mediterranean  region would urhrr in muah broader
porribilitier  for ao-operation  among the Moditorranoan Stator a8 well aa for their
ao-operation with otbor Stator, An important rolr in thr dovolopment  of thir
co-operation oan bo playob by ruoh international orgmimationr a8 UNEP, WHO,
UNESCO, and the United Yatioa8  Loonomio Commirrion for Europe. Poland ha8
participatrd  in thrir l otivitie8 and ir ready to co-operate in the implamentation
of many joint projoatr undertaken  by there orgaai8ation8,  inaluding thO8e which
refei* to the Meditorranorn  region, air for example, the TEM-TER tranrportation
project.

151 Poland, whiah maintain8 diplomatio ralrrtionr  and develop8 mutually beneficial
trade,  economia  and oulturrl oo-oporatiou  with almort al l  the Mediterranean
countrier, derirer to broaden thir ao-operation through politioal dialogue  to
indu8trial  ao-opotationr  the proteotion  and aonrervation  of the nrcharological  and
architectural mOnumont8r  and ao-operation botwoen 8OiOXatifiO  and rerearch  centres.

16. A8 the cradle of European OiVilinatiOnr  the Mediterranean  region rhould
continue to be the aentre of inrpiration, through it8 oulturnl heritage, for the
rurrounding area. The materiali8ation  of the propo8al to ertablirh a Mediterranean
Forum, put forward by the State8 of that region, would servo both to protect the
highsrt  cultural valuer and to utilire them more fully a8 part of t:ie human
hrritage, which play8 ruch an important role in preparing roaietier  for life in
peace.

17 * The Qovernment  of the Polirh People’8 Republic roitrrrto8  it8 full rupport for
the Qeneral A88embly ra8olutioa  of 7 Dearmber 1987 concerning the rtr6ngthening  of
security and co-operation  in the Mediterranean  re9ioa, and raaffirmr  it8 readinerrs
to co-operate permanently in the implementation of it8 provirioaa,

SPAIN
[Original ;  Spanish]

17 July 1988]

1. Spain recogniaol  the importance of ?WmOting peaceI 8ecurity and co-operation
in the Mediterranean and i8 aw&re of th.r link between the security of that region
and the security of Europe.

2. However, Spain believer that, for the moment, t he  in ternat iona l  eitustion i s
not  ripe for  direc t  conrideration  of  the  que8tion  o f  rtrengthoning secur i ty  in  the
Mediterranean region.

3, In the mean time, Spain favour8 making co-operation in the region  more
e f f e c t i v e  - something which it i8 already doing - a8 the bort mean8 of tostoring
development8 which will make it possible to take up the 8trengtheniag  of security

/ . . .
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in the Meditorraneaa  in a thoroughgoing mannor and with rome hope of 8ucae88~ For
thir to happen, the nraerrary rtability of conventional foraor in Europe at roducrd
levolr murt firrt bo achieved.

4 . In line with the forogoinq,  Spain l rguad at the Vionaa follow-up meeting of
the Helrinki  Conferwoo on Soaurity and Co-oprration in Buropo that a meeting
rhould be held in Palma de Mallorca on protection of the Xoditetranoan  ecoay8tem8.

5. Spain alro look8 favourably on the move8 toward8 co-operation by other
countrier  bordering on the Mediterranean which are prompted by thir rmr
philosophy, ruoh a8 the recent Yugo8lav  initiative  regarding ao-operrtion  on
tourism in the Mediterranean region, provided that 8uoh initiative8 rerpect  the
principle of univerrality.

6. Lastly,  in keeping with paragraph 24 of the Document of the Stockholm
Conference on Confidence- and Security-building Mearuror and Di8armMlent  in Europe,
Spain confirm8 it8 intention to develop good-neighbourly rolationr with all Stat88
in the region, with duo regard to reciprocity, and in the rpirit of the principle8
contained in the Declaration on Principle8 Guiding Relation8 b&wren  Participating
Status  adopted  a t  t h e  Holrinki Conforenco, 80 a8 to promoto oonfidlnco and security
and make peace prevail in the region in accordance with the proviaionr  contained in
the Mediterranean chapter  of the Helrinki Fin81 Act.

UARAINIAR  SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLIC

[ O r i g i n a l :  Rwsian]

[21 July 19881

1, At a time of improvement in the international atmolphore and tranrition  to
real dillarmament  mea8uro8  a8 a ro8ult of the entry into force of the hiltoric
Treaty between the Soviet Union and the United  State8 on the Elimination sf Their
Intermediate-Range and Shortor-Range Mi88ilrr :the INF Treaty), the rettling of
“hotbed8 of ten8iOn”  18 of particular rignificance,  One dangerour Iourco  of
tension i8 the Mediterranean, In that rrgion,  a8 in the palt, there ib a complex
web of contradictory interest8 and a high level of military confrontation, and
conf l ic t8  develop.

2. At present in the world, real condition8 are being created for extending to
this vital region the l ncouragiug development8 occurring on the European continent
and in the international  rituation  a8 a  wholo.

3, In accordance with the INF TreaLy, a con8iderable  number of intermediate-range
and shorter-range mirr;ler deployed in or aimed at the Mediterranean region are to
be destroyed. Prorpectr are becoming greater for further radical reductionr, and
subsequently even the complete  elimination of nuclear woaponr in the interest8 of
the people8 of the world, including there of the Mediterranean countries. A
favourable view 18 being taken of the effort8 of a number of Balkan countries  to
turn the Balkan8 into a 8one of peace and co-operation, without nuclear and
chemical weapona, a n d  w i t h o u t  f o r e i g n  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e 8  a n d  barer.

/ I,.
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4 . At the lame  time, there 18 reriour Conaern about the plan8 to ~~aompmn8atO’*  for
the American mi8rile8  dertroyed  under the INF Treaty by building up other type8 of
weapons, partiaularly  rem- and air-ba8ed weapom.

5. The 8ituation  in the Mediterranean, whiah ir diroatly  adjrcwt to the Black
Soa, directly affrctr the intere8tr of the Ukrainiao SSR,

6, The Ukrainian SSR 18 con8irtently  in favour of tranrforming the Mediterranean
from a region of military and political confrontation into a mono of rtable peace0
aocurity and co-operation and rupportr the aoncrete rtrpr taken by peace-loving
States to improve tho rituation  in the region.

7. The goal of reducing the continuing nuclear confrontation 18 gaining in
urgency. Thi8 would be faailitated,  in our vimw, by putting into practise  it number
of concrete moabure8  propored by the Soviet Union. They inoludo, in particur ‘rO
the extrnrion of agreed confidence-building mearurer  to the region, a reduction in
armed  foroe8, the withdrawal from thr Mediterranean of verrelr  carrying nualear
weapon8r rejmation  of the deployment of nuclear weapon8 in the territorior  of
non-nuclear Mediterranean  aountrior  and undertaking8 by the nualmar Powerr  not to
u8e nuolear weapon8 l gain8t any Mediterranean country that doe8 not permit  the
deplopent  of ruch weapon8 within it8 territory. The Soviet  Union ha8 declared its
willingne88 to withdraw it8 fleet from the Mediterranean, if the United  State8 does
likewire,  with,  a8 a firrt rtep, with affect from 1 July 1988, a freesing  of the
number of ve88e18  and the potential of naval force8 of both counttier in the
Mediterranean, and than the l 8tabli8hiUg of ceiling8 for them.

8. El-en before agreemmnt ir reached on general confidenae-buildinq  mmarurer  in
the rpirit of the Stockholm agrmemente, the USSR and the United Ita& could give
prior notification to each other and to all Mediterranean countrie8  of movementlr  of
naval verse18 and naval exercirer  and invite Ob8erV8r8 to them.

9. The Ukrainian SSR 18 carefully conridering and rupportr the formulation by
Mediterranean and other intererted countries of principlrr  and mmthodr  for
guaranteeing the rafety of peaceful navigation. A 8pecially  convened meeting of
the8e State8 could arrremble, analyre  and organiae for rubsegurnt  implementation all
the proporalr  made with a view  to l 8tablirhinq prrce and rtability in thi8 region,
Thi8 would be a major rtep forward.

10. The Ukrainian SSR reiterate8 it8 Willingne88  to continue it8 active  effort8
for the practical implementation of the idea of tranrforming  the Mediterranran  into
a zone of peacar security and co-operation.

/ . . .
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UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS

[ O r i g i n a l  I RUrriaU]

[9 May 19881

1, In the Soviet Union there 18 great intsrert in the pracrrrrs  and phenomena
which are occurring in thr Mediterranean ragion.

2, Unfortunately, a high level  of  mil i tary confrontation continuer to  prevail  in
the region, conflict8 perairt and aometimrr conflict aituationa become
exacerbated. The Mediterranean ha8 not yet been affected by the poritivo  trend8
which have emerged over the past year a8 a whole in East-We8t relatianr. Moreover,
now0  after the rigning of the INF Trraty, there 18 an ever-growing awareneln that
the Mediterranean ir lagging behind th88e trendr. Plana to  includr the  reg ion  in  a
pO8sible  geographical rone of 0~compen8atian~~ for mean8  of ma88 de8trUCtiOn that
have been eliminated are particularly dangeroul  to it.

3 . We are not inclined to regard thic region in a 8implistic  manner, on the baair
of the rtereotype8 of Ea8t-Wert confrontation and particularly Soviet-American
rivalry. We are aware of, and do not Intend  to ignore in future either, the
problem8 of the region, the complexity and diVet8ity  of the entangled interertr
there, and the aspiration8 of thr Mediterranean countrier themmrlve8. We have
welcomed and Irupported  mo8t of their initi8tiver. Unfortunately,  howevmr,  even
therm initiativer have not been 8ignificantly  developed. Apparently the problem 18
the l xiutence of a dialectic relationrhip between the overall situation  in the
Mediterranean and the solution of specific regional i88ue8, Taking thir into
account we feel that it i8 urgent that there rhould be a comprehensive and
multilateral approach to the problem8 of t\e Mediterranean, and parallel progress
.in solving them at various levelrr.

4 . These are our genexal  &88e88ment8  Of the CampleX and 8ainetime8 contradictory
situation in the Mediterranean. Aa to the Soviet Union’8 contribution to improving
the Mediterranean atmoaphrre, the following  lhould be noted.

5 . Now that the historic Soviet-American INF Treaty ha!, become a reality, the
destruction of the COn8iderable number of intermediate-range and rhorter-range
misailds deployed in or aimed at the Meditetrrnean  region is becoming feasible,
This significant step toward8 reducing the intensity of military confrontation
offers new possibilitier  for 8trengthening security in the Mediterranean a8 well.

6 . The Soviet Union consistently abide8 by the prcvi8ions of the Helsinki Final
Act and the Concluding Document of the Madrid Meeting, and 8crupulously adhere8 to
the confidence-building measures which have been put into practice in the world and
have proved their validity. It 18 prepared to develop the Stockholm agreement8
even further and extend them to naval activities,  including thase in the
Mediterranean. Our raising of that i88ue before the Americcrn  side during the virit
to the United States in March 1988 of the Foreign Minister of the USSR,
Mr. Shevardnadae, should be regarded a8 a practical step in that direction.
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7. Wo havr alro rupported  the proporals and practical riqr of the Mediterranean
aountrirr themrelver. A positive viev  vaa taken in the Soviet  Union of the rrrulta
of the meeting of Mediterranean  State6  memberr of the Non-Aligned Movement at
Brioni (Yugoslavia, June 1987),  and the recant  meeting of Foreign Minirterr Of
Balkan countries at Belgrade (February 1988). !l!he  USSR reacted favourably to the
appeal made to it by participantn in the Brioni meeting. We have entered into a
lively and intenrive  dialogue with this group of Stat.8 which ia uarful for both
rider.

8. We welcomed the proposal  of Malta, Cyprur and Yugorlavia to hold a moating of
expertr from the countrier participating in the Conference on Security and
Co-operation in Europe on problem8  of the Mediterranean, and the initiative of the
House of Repreaentativer  of the Republic of Cyprur to convene a conference of
parliamentarian8  of the Mediterranean countrier in order to progrerr  toward8 a
non-nuclear Mediterranean without foreign armed forcer and bsrer, In our view, the
proporalr  of Spain on the ecoryrtem of the Mediterranean and of Malta on holding a
meeting of Mediterranean countries on queatione of terrorirm also dererve support.

9. We have developed good, constructive and progreaaive  relations in practically
811 apheree with moat of the Mediterranean Stater, We intrnd to develop them even
further, au we regard this aa our contribution to overcoming the diaagreementr
which exist between the countrierr  of the region and rtrengthening and expanding
co-operation between them.

10. Basically,  however ,  we are looking toward8 the future. Much remain8 to be
done in the Mediterranean1 there ir a whole hort of untouched areas. Our proposals
are aimed at the future. On the basis of the unbreakable link between recurity in
the Mediterranean region and security in Europe, the Soviet Union i8 proposing that
agreed confidence-building measures rhould be applied to the Mediterranean, a
reduction of the armed force8 stationed  here rrhould be begun, rhips carrying
nuclear weapona  should be withdrawn, the deployment of nuclear weapons in the
territorier  of non-nuclear Mediterranean State8 should be rejected and t h e  nuclear
Powerr rhould undertake not to use such weapon8 against any Mediterranean country
that doea  not permit their deployment. The Soviet aide doer not need to maintain a
permanent naval force in the Mediterranean. If the United State8  withdrew itr navy
from the Mediterranean, the Soviet Union would immediately follow suit. We are
prepared to go even further in this direction.

11, As was lrtated recently in Belgrade by Mr. M. S. Gorbachev, General Secretar)
of the Central Committee of the Communist  Party of the Soviet Union, the Soviet
Union,  a8 a f irst  step, could on a reciprocal basis with the United States as early
aa 1 July 1988 freeae the number of vessels  and the potential of the navies of both
countries in the Mediterranean, and subsequently errtablirh limita  for them,

12. We bel ieve that  in order to reduce mil i tary confrontation in thir r e g i o n  the
Soviet Union and the United Statea, even before agreement on general
confidence-building measures in the spirit of the Stockholm agreementa, could give
prior notification to each other and to all Mediterranean countries of movements of
naval vessels and naval exercises and invite observers to them.

/ . . *
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13. Yn our t ime the  Medi ter ranean ie above a l l  an important  t ransport  ar tery  and
sn In t ens ive  nav iga t i on  rou t e , T h e  i n t e r e s t a  a n d  e c o n o m i c  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e
great  majori ty  of Staten of  the  world  would be  served by guurantseing a r6gime  of
s a f e  n a v i g a t i o n  i n  t h e  Mediter::znean b a s i n , Any const ruct ive  v iews on the  subjec t
would therefore be studied  closely and supported by the Soviet Union.

14, A8 already noted,  in  general  there  are  a  considerable  number  and var ie ty  of
ideas and proposals worthy of attention concerning the whole range of Mediterranean
problems. W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  h a s  b e c o m e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
machinery to assemble, organise  and determine the  order of prior i ty  and system for
implementing these proposals. This task could be undertaken by a meeting of
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  S t a t e s  a n d  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  c o u n t r i e s . This
idea  i s  o f  va lue  t o  usI a n d  n o t  t o  u s  a lone . I t  i s  becoming  inc rea s ing ly  r e l evan t
and ful ly  corresponds to  paragraph 7  of  resolut ion 42190, It would seem that an
i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r  c o u l d  b e  p l a y e d  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s ,  F o r  o u r  part,
we  a r e  p r epa red  t o  suppo r t  i t s  e f fo r t s  i n  th is  d i r e c t i o n .

15. In  put t ing forward such proposa?s, t h e  Soviet  U n i o n  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e i r
implementation would be a substantial component of a comprehensive system of
in ternat ional  peace  and secur i ty  which would radical ly  improve the  s i tuat ion in the
Medi terranean and adjacent  regions  and make i t  poss ib le  to  ease  conf l ic ts  in the
region and cont r ibute  to  thP es tabl ishment  o f  a n  atmosphere  of qoodlneighbourliness
and mutual trust, The Sovie t  s ide  i s  prepared to co-opera te  wi th  a l l  in teres ted
countries in order to progress towards transforming the Mediterranean into a  region
of  p e a c e  a n d  c o - o p e r a t i o n  t h r o u g h  a  c o l l e c t i v e  search ior c o n s t r u c t i v e  s o l u t i o n s
and an in-depth, non-conf rontational  dialogue on the*,:! Inatters  ,


