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I. ZNTRODUCTION

1. On the recommendation of the General Committee, the General Assembly decided
at i ts 3rd plenarv meetinq, on 20 September 1986, to include in the agenda of its
fo r ty - f i r s t  s e s s ion  the  item e n t i t l e d “Report of the United Nations Commifision  on
Internat ional  Trade Law on the  work of  i t s  n ineteenth  sess ion” and to  a l locate  i t
to the Sixth Committee.

2. In  connect ion  wi th  th is  item, the  Sixth  Commit tee  had before  i t  the  repor t  in
auest ion, which was introduced by the Chairman of the United Nations Commission on
International Trade Law at the 3rd meeting of the Committee, on
23 September 1986. L/

3. The Sixth Committee considered the item at i ts 3rd to 7th meetinqs,  from 23 to
30 iseptember  and at its 34th meeting, on 5 November 1986. The summary records of
those meetinqs (A/C.6/41/SR.3-7  and 34) contain the views oE the representatives
who spoke durinq the consideration of the item.

Y Official  Records of  the  General  Assembly,  For ty-f i rs t  Session,  Supplement
No. 17 (A/41/17) . The report was submitted pursuant to a decision by the Sixth
Committee at its 1096th meetinq, on 13 December 1968 (see Official Records of the
General Assembly, Twenty-third Session, Annexes, acrenda  item 8'8, document A/7408,
para. 3 .
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I I . CONSIDERATION OF DRAFT RESOLUTION A/C.6/41/L.3

4. The Committee had before it  draft resolution A/C.6/4l/L.3,  sponsored bY
Arqentina,  Australia,  Austria ,  Brazil ,  Cyprus,  Czechoslovakia ,  Eqypt ,  Finland,
Germany, Federal Republic of, Greece, Gu ana,  Hunqar’.‘,  I n d i a ,  I t a l y ,  J a p a n ,y
Morocco, the Netherlanda, Sweden, Turkey and Yugoslavia, later joined hy Chile,
France, Kenya, the Libyan Arab Jemahiriya, the Philippinen, Spain and the Sudan,
which was introduced and orally revised by the representative of Austria at the
34th meetinq, on 5 November 1986.

5. At the same meetinq, the Committee adopted draft resolution A,‘C.6/41/L.3,  as
o r a l l y  r e v i s e d , bv consensus (see  para.  7 ) .

6 . Statements in explanation of position were made by the representatives of
Mexico and Canada.

I I I . RECOMMENDATION OF THE SIXTH COMMITTEE

7. The Sixth Committee recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the
followinq draft  resolutionr

Report of the United Nations Commission
on International Trade Law

The General Assembly,

Havinq considered the report of the United Nations Commission on
International Trade Law on the work of its nineteenth session, 2/

Hecallinq that the object of the Commission is the promotion of the
proqressive  harmonization and unification of international trade law,

Recall inq, i n  t h i s  reoard, its resolution 2205 (XXI) of 17 December 1966,
as  well  as  al l  i ts  other  resolutions  relatinq  to  the work of  the Commission,

Recalling a l s o  i t s  resollitions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) o f  1  Mav 1974,
3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974 and 3362 (S-VII) of 16  SeWemher 1975,

Reaffirming its conviction that the prcxlressive harmonization and
unificat ion of  international .  t rade law,  in  reducina or  removinq leqal
OhStaChS  t o  t h e  f l o w  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e , e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  affectinq  t h e
developinq countr ies, would sianificantly  contribute to universal economic
co-operation amonq all States on a basis of equality,  equity and common
interest  and to  the  el imination of  discrimin, ion in  international  t rade ti,~d,
thereby, to the well-beinq of al 1 peoples,

21 Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-fir(;t  Session, Supplemenr
N o .  1 7  (A/41/17).
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Hav ing  reqard f o r  t h e  n e e d  t o  t a k e  i n t o  actiount t he  d i f f e r en t  soc i a l  and
leqel  EyStems i n  h a r m o n i z i n q  a n d  unifvinq  internstional  t r ade  l ew ,

StreasinA  the  va lue  o f  pa r t i c ipa t i on  by  St&tea a t  a l l  level8  o f  e c o n o m i c
development, includinq  developIn  coun tr ~GEI , in  the  process  of  harmoniz inq and
unifyinca i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r  9e law,

1. Takes  note  wi th  apprecia t ion  of  the  repor t  of  the  uni ted  Nat,ons
Commission on International Trade Law on the work of its nineteenth ssseiont

2. Commends  the Commission for the proqress  made in its work and for
havinq reached decisions by consensus  I

3. Notes  the  progress  made by the  Commission  a t  i t s  n ine teenth  sess ion
in  the  prezion of  a  draf t  Convent ion on Internat ional  Bi l ls  of  Exchenqe
and Internat ional  Promissory Notes ,  i/ and,  in  th in  connection8

(a)  Takee n o t e  o f  t h e  n e e d  t o  minl,,lize  t he  f i nanc i a l  cos t s  o f  edoptinq
the  Convent ion  wi thout  sacrificinq the  qual i ty  or  the  in ternat ional
accep t ab i l i t y  o f  t he  ConventionI

(b) R e q u e s t s  t h e  Commiseion t o  c o m p l e t e  i t s  w o r k  o n  t h e  d r a f t  Conv2ntiot-i
dur  inq i te  twent ie th  sess ion)

(cl Decides  to  consider  the  draf t Convent ion  durinq  i ts  for ty-second
seeeion, wi th  a  v iew to  i t s  adopt ion  or anv o t h e r  a c t i o n  t o  b e  t a k e n )

4. Call5  upon the Commission to continue t.o take account of the
re l evan t  proviaione  o f  t he  reeolutions  concerIlina t h e  n e w  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
economic order, a8 adopted by the  General  Assembly a t  i t s  s ix th  and seventh
spec i a l  s e s s ions )

5 Rea f f i rms  the  impor t ance ,  i n  pa r t i cu l a r  f a r  developinq  countric?:;,  o f
the wi;k carried out bv the Workinq  Group on the New International Economic
Order  on a  leqel auide  on  the  drawing up  of In t e rna t i ona l  con t r ac t s  f o r
const ruct ion  of  indust r ia l  works, a n d  n o t e s  w i t h  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t h e  proaress
made in the preparation of the leqal quidet

6. Welcomes the decision of the Commission to ccjmmence  work on the
s u b j e c t  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p r o c u r e m e n t  ae a  ma t t e r  o f  p r io r i ty ;

7. Notes  wi th  par t icular  sa t is fact ion the  comPletion  bv the  Commiss ion
of  the  Leqal  Guide  on Elect ronic  Funds  Transfers  and welcomes i t s  decis ions  to
authorize  the  Secre tary-General  to  publ ish  the  Leual  Guide  as  a  product  of  the
work  o f  t he  Sec re t a r i a t , in all official lanquaaes of the United Nations, and
to  under take  work on the  formulat ion of  model  leaal rules on  e lec t ronic  funds
t r a n a f e r s ;  A/

‘1 Ibid. , annex I.

91 I b i d . ,  c h a p .  I T ,  sect. H.
/ . . .
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8 . Reaffirms the mandate of the Commission, as We core legal body
w i t h i n  t h e  U n i t e d  Nationa svntem i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e  law, to
co-Ordinate  leaal activitiei  in  this f ie ld  in order  to  avoid  dupl ica t ion  Of
e f fo r t  and  to  p romote  e f f i c i ency , consistency  and coherence  in  the  unificetion
and harmonizat ion of  in ternat ional  t rade law,  and, in  th i s  connec t ion ,
recommends that the Comminsion, throuqh  its secretariat,  should continue to
mainta in  c lose  co-opera t ion  wi th  the  o ther  in ternat ional  orqans and
o rqan i za t i ons , includinq  roaionnl  o r q a n i z a t i o n s ,  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  O f
in t e rna t i ona l  t r ade  l aw;

9. Reaff i rms also the  importance, !n oarticular  f o r  d e v e l o p i n q
countries, of the work of the Commission concerned  with traininq 7nd
as s i s t ance  i n  the f i e ld  o f  i n t e rna t i ona l  t r ade  l aw  and  t he  de s i r ab i l i t y  fo r  i t
to sponsor  symposia and seminars, i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h o s e  orqanized  o n  a  reqional
b a s i s , to promote such traininq and assistance, and, in this connectionr

(a) E x p r e s s e s  i t s  a p p r e c i a t i o n  t o  t h o s e  r e a i o n a l  o r q a n i z a t i o n s  and
ins t i tu t ions  tha t  have  col labora ted  wi th  the  secre tar ia t  of  the  Commiss ion in
oraanizina  reqional seminars and symposia in the field of international trade
law1

(b) Welcomes the initiatives beina undertaken by the Commission and its
s ec r e t a r i a t  t o  co l l abo ra t e  w i th  o the r  orqanizatione  and  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t h e
o r q a n i z a t i o n  o f  r eq iona l  seaminarst

(cl Invites Governments, tnternational  organizations  and institutions to
ass is t  the secre tar ia t  of  the  Commission in  f  inancina  and orqanizina  reqional
seminars and symposia, i n  p a r t i c u l a r  i n  d e v e l o p i n q  countriest

(a) I n v i t e s  Governments, re levant  Uni ted  Nations orqansr or9anizationsr
ins t i tu t ions  and individuals  to  make voluntary  contr ibut ions  to  a l low the
resumotion  of  the  Droqramme  of  the  Commission for  the  award of  fe l lowships  on
a reaulor Bosnia  to candidates from developinq countrj.es  to enable them to
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  s u c h  svmpnsia  a n d  seminarsr

10. Strennes  the importance of brinqina  into effect the conventions
emenatina from the work of the Commission for the qlobal  unification and
ha rmon iza t i on  o f  i n t e rna t i ona l  t r ade  law1

11. Recommends that the Commission should continue its work on the
t o p i c s  i n c l u d e d  i n  i t s  proaramme  o f  work1

12. Expresses  i t s  apprecia t ion for  the  important  ro le  p layed bv the_--I_
In te rna t iona l  T rade  Law 13ranch o f  the  Of f i ce  o f  Leaal Af fa i r s  o f  the
sec ra t a r  iat, as the substantive secretariat of the Commission, in assistinq in
the structur  inq and implementation of the work programme of the Commission.


