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Letter dated 10 October 1986 from the Permanent Representative of
omen to  the  United  Nat ions  addrc .;sed to  the Secretary-General

In my capacity as Chairr In of the Arab Group for the mon’.h  of October 1986, I
am pleased to  t ransmit  herewith  a  le t ter  addressed to  you from
Mr. Zehdi Labib  Terzi, Permanent Observer of * e  P a l e s t i n e  L!berrltion  Organization
to the United Nations (see annex) , a n d  t o  reauest y o u  t o  c i r c u l a t e  this l e t t e r  a n d
its annex as a document of the General Assemhly under agenda I t.em 71.

(Signed-) Saoud Bin Salim AL-ANSI
Ambassador

. Permanent Representative

86-25402 19540  ( E ) / . . .
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ANNEX

&etter  dated 9 October 1986 from the Permanent Observer  of
the Palestine Libera t ion  Organization  to  the  United  Na’t=

addressed to  the  Secretary-General

I am ins t ructed  by Yasoer Arafat , Chairman of the Executive Committee of the
Palestine Liberation Orgenization, to br ing the following to your immediate
a t t e n t i o n .

Pales t in ian Issa Shamassneh,  30 years  old ,  was found dead near  the  Zionis t
settlement of Pamat Mhel on 15 August 1986, two days prior to his planned wedding
day. Shamassneh’s whereabouts  had bean a  source  of  great  concern to  his family
after he failed to return home from a visit to his fiancee on 11 August. On
16 August, the Shamassneh family was summoned to Israeli military haadauarters at
Bethlehem, where they were informed that Issals  body had been found under a tree at
Sur  Bsher, near Bethlehem. Family members viewed the body on 17 August and
reported that the body was complete, except  for  some missing lower  teeth ,  and s t i l l
c lo thed . The deceased’s clothes were soaked in blood and his shirt  open. Family
members noted a hole in his undershirt near his heart which may have been a bullet
wound. The occupying Power, Is rae l ,  has  r e fused  t o  r e l ea se  t h e  co rone r ’ s  r epo r t
that  was  issued in  th is  case  1 ins tead , they claim that Issa Shamassneh “blew
himself up while preparing an explosive device”.

T h i s  i s  t h e  f i f t h  t i m e  i n  t h e  l a s t  1  l/2 y e a r s  t h a t  t h e  I s r a e l i  occupa:40n
author ities have attributed mysterious Palestinian deaths to such a cause. In each
case,  there  has  not  been any clear  evidence  tha t  would  lend credib i l i ty  to  th is
official explanation. We would here recall  our letter of 23 December 1985,
informing that Hassan Abdul Iialim, a  j ou rna l i s t  f o r  A l -Fa j r  newspape r ,  l e f t  h i s
home in Kattaneh on an assignment and did not return. He was found mutilated and
headless ,  79 days af ter  he disappeared. The fact  tha t  his  glasses  were  found
intact next to his body and head ,  and that  h is  head has  been neat ly  severed from
his  body,  do  not  indica te  death  by explos ion. Halim and Shamassneh were both from
the same village, Kattaneh.

Act ion by the  Israel i  occupat ion author i t ies  surrounding the  case  of
Iasa Shamassneh lends  an  a i r  of  suspic ion to  the  ent i re  mat ter . I t  t ook  t he
mi l i t a ry  au tho r i t i e s  ove r  a  w e e k  t o  i s s u e  a n  of f i c i a l  s t a t e m e n t  o n  t h e  case ,
I n i t i a l l y , t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  a u t h o r i t i e s  t r i e d  t o  p l a c e  b l a m e  o n  t h e  fiancds’s
family. A l l  a t t emp t s  by  t he  Pa l e s t i n i an  p r e s s  i n  t he  I s r ae l i  occup i ed  t e r r i t o r i e s
to  pub l i sh  t he  s t o ry  we re  p roh ib i t ed  by  I s r ae l i  c enso r s . They went  as  far  as to
place a  curfew on the  vi l lage of  Kat taneh, to  prevent  journal is ts  and mourners  f rom
reaching the family.

As we have already noted, t he  I s r ae l i  occupa t i on  au tho r i t i e s  have  r e fu sed  t o
r e l ea se  t he  au topsy  r epo r t  t o  t he  f ami ly ,  a  p r ac t i c e  u sua l l y  occu r r i ng  w i th in  t h r ee
days on an inquiry. No off ic ia l  cause  of  death  was entered on the  bur ia l
c e r t i f i c a t e . Al l  facts  point  to  another  summary execut ion by the  notor ious  Shin
Bet .

/ . . .
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We would recal l  that  the  Shin  Ret  came under  publ ic  scrut iny  af ter  two
Palestinian  prisoners were  beaten  to  death  by thei r  Shin  Bet  in ter rogators  in
1984. Recently, Shimon P e r e s  i nd i r ec t l y  con f i rmed  t h a t  t h e s e  k i l l i ngs  we re  n o t
i s o l a t e d  incidentsl  a n  I s r a e l i  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t r y  o f f i c i a l ,  cuoted i n  t h e  I.&s A n g e l e s
Times (20 July 1986) ,  stated “Who cares?” in  response  to  a  ques t ion  about  the  two
prisoners  s la in  by the  Shin  Bet in  1984 .

Chairman Arafat calls upon your good offices to take whatever action you deem
appropr ia te  to  put  an  end to  the  summary execut ions  of  Pales t in ians  by the
occupying Power,  Israel ,

(Signed) Zehdi Labib TERZI
Permanent Observer


