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I . INTRODUCTION

1. A t  i t s  t h i r t y - f o u r t h  session, the General  Assembly decided to  maintain  the
Committee  to  Heview  United Nations  Publ ic  InEormation  Pol ic ies  and Act iv i t ies ,
established under Assembly resolution 33/115  C of 18 December 1978, which would be
known as the Committee on Information ,  and to  increase  i t s  membership from 41 to
66. In its resolution 34/182  of 18 December 1979, the Aasembly requested the
Committee on Informationr

“(a)  To conti.iue  to  examine United Nations  publ ic  information poliCiaS
a n d  a c t i v i t i e s , i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  relationrr
particularly during the paet two decades, and of  the  imperat ives  of  the
establ ishment  of  the new internat ional  economlc.order  and of  a  new world
information and communication order1

“Ib) To evaluate  and fol low up the  ef forts  made and the  progreao
achieved by the United Nat ions  system in  the  f ie ld  of  information and
communications i

“(cl To promote the  esteblishment  of  a  new, more just  and more ef fect ive
world information and communication order intended to strengthen peace and
internat ional  understanding and based on the free  c irculat ion and wider  and
better balanced dissemination of information and to make recommendation6
thereon to the General Aasemblyt”

and requested tne Committee  on Information and the  Secretary-General  to  :&port  to
t h e  A s s e m b l y  a t  i t s  t h i r t y - f i f t h  s e s s i o n .

2. A t  i t s  t h i r t y - f i f t h  aension, the General  Assembly expressed i ts  sat is fact ion
with the work of the Committee on Information, approved the  report  of  t e
Committee Y and the recommendations of its Ad Hoc Working Group, ieaffirmed the
mandate  given to  the  Committee  in  Assembly resolut ion 34/182,  decided to  increase
the membership of the Committee from 66 to 67 and requested the CommitLee  to report
t o  t h e .  A s s e m b l y  a t  i t s  t h i r t y - s i x t h  s e s s i o n  ( r e s o l u t i o n  35/201 o f
16 December 19801. The Committee  on Information agreed,  at  i t s  orqanizational
sess ion in  1980,  that  the  principle  of  geographical  rotat ion would be appl ied to
al l  the  off icers  of  the  Committee  and that  they should be e lected for  two-year
terms.

3. A t  i t s  t h i r t y - s i x t h  s e s s i o n , the General Aasembly expressed its satisfaction
with the work of the Committee on Information, approved the  report  of  the
Committee z/ and its recommendations, reaffirmed the mandate iven to the Committee
in  resolut ion 34/182  and requested the Committee  to  report  to  the Assembly at  i t s
t lirty-seventh  sess ion Iresolut ion 36/149  B of  16  December  1981) .

4. A t  i t s  t h i r t y - s e v e n t h  s e s s i o n , the General  Assembly expressed i t s  satisfaction
with the work of the Committee on Information, approved the  report  of  the
Committee  z/ and al l  i t s  recormnendations  and urged their  ful l  implementat ion,
reafeirmed  the mandate  given to  the  Committee  in  resolut ion 34/182  and requested
t h e  C o m m i t t e e  t o  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  A s s e m b l y  a t  i t s  t h i r t y - e i g h t h  s e s s i o n  ( r e s o l u t i o n
37/94  B of 10 December 19821.

5. A t  i t s  t h i r t y - e i g h t h  s e s s i o n , the General  Assembly expressed i ts  sat is fact ion
with the work of the Committee on Inf formation, approved the  report  of  the
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Committee  g and al l  the recommendationfl  contained in  parsqraph  94  A, aff irmed the
requests  and appeal8  reproduced therein  and uraed their  ful l  implementat ion,
reaff irmed the mandate  aiven  to  the  Committee  in  reeolutron  34/192,  and reauented
the Committee  to  report  to  the  Assembly at  itr. th irty-ninth session (resolut ion
38/A2 B of 15 December 1983).

6 . A t  ita t h i r t y - n i n t h  seesion, the General  Assembly exprecfied  i ts  satiefaction
with the work of  the  Committee  on Informat ion,  approved the  report  of  the
Committee  I/ and al l  the recommendationn  annexed to  the  resolut ion,  af f irmed the
requests  and appeal6  therein  and urged their  ful l  implementat ion,  reaff irmed the
mandate  qiven to  the  Committee  in  resolut ion 34/182, and reauerrted  the Committee to
r e p o r t  t o  t h e  Assembly  a t  i t s  f o r t i e t h  s e s s i o n  ( r e s o l u t i o n  39/98 o f
14 December 1984). The General Assembly also appointed two new members of the
Committee, namely1 China and Mexico, brinqinq  the membership to 69.

7. A t  its f o r t i e t h  s e s s i o n , the General  Assembly expreeeed i t s  sa+!“faction with
the work of the Committee on Information, approved the report of the committee and
its  recommendations  contained in  paraqraph 139 of  the  report ,  q aff irmed the
requests  and appeals  therein  and ursed their  ful l  implementat ion,  reaff irmed the
mandate  qiven to  the  Committee  in  reoolut ion 34/182,  and reauested the c’omml  “Lee +o
r e p o r t  t o  t h e  A s s e m b l y  a t  ite f o r t y - f i r s t  s e s s i o n  ( r e s o l u t i o n  40/164  A  o f
16 December 1985).

8. The Committee icr composed of the followinq Member States:

Aloer ia
Aroent  ina
Bangladesh
Belgium
Benin
B r a z i l
Bulqaria
Burundi
C h i l e
China
Colombia
Congo
Costa  Rica
Gate d’Ivoire
Cuba
Cypr u8
Denmark
Ecuador
Eoy’pt
El Salvador
Ethiopia
Finland
France
German Democratic

Republic

9 . The Committee held

Germany, Federal
Republic of

Ghana
Greece
Guatemala
Guinea
Guys na
India
Indonesia
I t a l y
Japan
Jordan
Kenya
Lebanon
Mexico
Mongol is
Morocco
Netherlands
Niqer
Niger  ia
Pakistan
Peru
P h i l i p p i n e s
Poland
Portugal

Lts orqanizational  s e s s i o n on 17 March 1986 and its

Roman ia
Singapore
Somalia
Spa in
Sri Lanka
Sudan
Syrian Arab Republic
Toqo
Trinidad and Tobaao
Tunis ia
Turkey
Ukrainian Soviet  Social i s t

Republic
Union of  Soviet  Social i s t

Repuhl  its
United Kinadom of Great Britain

and Northern Ireland
United Republic of Tanzania
United State8 of America
Venezuela
Viet Nam
Yemen
Yuaosl av ia
Zaire

s u b s t a n t i v e  s e s s i o n , the eighth  session of  the Commit tee,  from 23 June to
3 July 1986.
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10. The off icers  of  the  Committee  for  the  period 1985-1986  are  a8 follower

chairman: Mr. Willi  Schleqel  (German Democratic Republic)

\Iice Chairm+n: Mr. Melchior  Rwakira (Burundi)
Mr. Q. A. M. A. Rahim (Banqladeeh)
Mr . Ernest0  Rodriquez-Medlna  (Colombia)

Rapporteur I Mr. Pablo Barr tori ISpain)
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11. ORGANIZATIONAL  SESSION

A. Openinq  o f  t h e  s e s s i o n

11. The Committee  held i t s  orqanizat ional  session at  United Nations  Headquarters
on 17 March 1986. It  held one meetinq.

0. Orqanization of the work of the Committee

12. The Committee aqreed to a proposed ;ist of  quest ions  to  be  considered by the
Committee, which formed the bas is  of  the  aqenda of  the substant ive  sessions

(a)

tb)

Promotion of  the  establ i shment  of  a  new, more just  and more ef fect ive-.
world information and communication order intended to strengthen peace
and internat ional  understandinq  and based on the free  c irculat ion and
wider  and better  balanced disseminat ion of  information

Continuat ion of  examinat ion of  United Nat ions  publ ic  information Pol ic ies
a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s ,
particula~~durinq  t h e  past t w o  decades,  a n d  o f  t h e  i m p e r a t i v e s  o f  t h e
establ ishment  of  the new if cernat ional  economic order  and of  a new &rld
information and communication order- -

C o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  q u e s t i o n s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  would  i n c l u d e  r e p o r t s  o n :

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

IV)

(Vi)

(vii)

a . Implementation of the recommendations of the Committee on
Information,

b. Implementati..n  of  General  Assembly resozution  40/164 A and the
recommendb,.tins  contained therein)

The restructurinq  of  the  Radio and Visual  Services  Div is ion of  the
Department of Public Information;

The Departnsnt  of  Publ ic  Information as the  focal  point  for  the
formulat ion and implementat ion of  information act iv i t ies ;

Outcome of  the  act iv i t ies  of  the  Internat ional  Telecommunicat ion Union
reqatdinq World Communications Year8

Publ ic  information act iv i t ies  of  the  Department  of  Publ ic  Information in
implementat ion of  the  relevant  provis ions  of  the  Part8 Declarat ion on
Namibia and the Proqramme of Action on Namibia 1/ and the Vienna
Declaration and Programme of Action on Namibia8  g/

Improvement  of  Gate-col lect ion procedures  with  reqard to  actual  use  .: **de
by redisseminators  of  materials  d is tr ibuted by the  Department  of  Publtc
Information and i t s  information centresr

The Department of Public Information/United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Orqanization (UNESCO) round table on a new world
informatic>n  and cvmmunication  order ;
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IViii)

(ix)

fx)

(xi)

(Xii)

(Xiii)

(xivj

(xv)

(xvi)

(xvii)

Situat ion regardinq  the s taf f  of  the  Department  of  Publ ic  Information in
p o s t s  s u b j e c t  t o  qeographical  distributionr

Strengtheninq  and expansion of  the  Middle  East /Arabic Unit1

The resul ts  of  the  dai ly  short -wave radio  broadcastinq  experiment  from
Hc*adquarters;

Charqes f o r  u s e  o f  v i d e o  t a p e s , audio tapes and news photographer

Implementation of recommendations contained in document A/AC.198/99  on
the distribution of taped radio programmes produced by the Department of
Public Information)

Implementation of General Assembly resolution Xl/B2  B reqardinq the work
programme of the Caribbean UnitI

Opening of  informat ion centres  at  Cotonou,  Benin,  and Warsaw, Poland1

Coverage by the Department  of  Publ ic  Informat  on of  pol ic ies  and
p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  v i o l a t e  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w  r e l a t i v e  t o
bel l iqerent  occupat ion,  in  part icular  the Geneva Convent ion relat ive  to
the Prctection  of Civilian Persona in Time of War, of 12 August 1949, w
wherever they occur, especialiy  t h o s e  p o l i c i e s  a n d  p r a c t i c e s  w h i c h
frustrate  the at ta inment  and exercise  of  the inal ienable  and nat ional
legi t imate  r ights  of  the Palest inian people  in  accordance with the
r e l e v a n t  r e s o l u t i o n s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  Nations!

Cor..ments  on the  report  of  thf? Joint  Inspect ion Unit  (JIU) on publ icat ions
pol icy and pract ice  in  the United Nations  system,  contained in  document
A/39/602 I

Organization  by the Dspcrtment  of Public Information and UNESCO of a
workshop in 1985 for familiar .&ation of  news agencies  of  developing
countries  with moderr.  technnloc,  es  and product ion of  tra ining manuals  for
training centres of the Pool of Non-Aligned News Agencies.

(c) Evaluat ion and fol low-up on the  ef forts  made and the  progress  achieved by the
United Nations system in the f ie ld  of  information and communicat ion

“!he programme and act iv i t ies  of  the  Joint  United Nations  Information
Committee.

Id) Report  of  the  Committee  on Information to  the  General  Aeeembly  at  i t s  fort ieth
se*-!r>n.-. ._ *-
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III. SUBSTANTIVE SESSION

A. Adoption of the agenda and oroanizatj  ?n of work

13. T h e  s u b s t a n t i v e  s e s s i o n , the eiahth held by the Committee on Information, took
place at United Nations Headauarters from 23 June to 3 July 1986. The Committee
held 12 meet inas.

14. At i t s  opening meet ina, the Commit tee adopted the fol lowina aaenda
(A/AC. 19B/lo2,  t

1. Openina of  the se sion.

2. Adoption of the agenda and proaramme of work.

3 . Statement  by the Chairman.

4. Considerat ion ot  substant ive auest  ions .

5. Adopt ion of  the  report  of  the Committee  to  the General  Asaembly at  i t s
f o r t y - f i r s t  s e s s i o n .

15. The Committee agreed, on the bas is  of  the  decis ion of  the  Committee  at  i t8
organizational  s e s s i o n , t h a t  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  i t e m s  4  a n d  5  o f  i t s  a a e n d a  could
proceed in  accordance with  the fol lowing schedule  proposed by its officers;

I tem 4

From 23 to 25 June

(a) Promotion of the establishment of a new, more just  and more ef fect ive
world information and communication order intended to atrenqthen peace and
internat ional  understandina  and based on the free  c irculat ion and wider  and better
balanced disseminat ion of  information:

Report on the second round table on a new world information and communication
order .

26 and 27 June

(b! C o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  public  i n f o r m a t i o n
pal iciee  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  ill t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  relaticns,
particulariy  during the past  two decades, a n d  o f  t h e  i m p e r a t i v e s  o f  t h e
establ ishment  of  the new internat ional  economic order  and of  a  new world
informat  ion and communication order z

26 June

(i) Report on the implementation of the recommendations of the Committee on
Tnformation~

(ii) Report on the implementation of General Assembly resolution 40/164 A and
the recommendations contained therein)

-6-



Iii11

(iv)

Iv)

(Vi)

(vii)

(Vi i i )

(ix)

Report  on the Department  of  Public Information as  the  focal  point  for  the
formulat ion and implementat ion of  information activities~

Report  on the  improvement  of  data-col lect ion procedures  with  regard to
actual  use  made by redisseminators  of  materials  d is tr ibuted by the
Department  of  Publ ic  Information and i t s  information centres .

Review of  the  dis tr ibut ion of  photo materia ls  produced by the  Departments

Comments  on the  report  of  the  Joint  Inepection  Unit  on publ icat ions
pol icy  and pract ice  in  the United Nations  system,  contained in  document
A/33/6021

Report  on the restructurinq  of  the  Radio  and Visual  Services  Div is ion of
the Department of Public Informstian;

Report  on the  resul ts  cf the  dai ly  short -wave radio broadcast ing
experiment from Headquarters1

Report on the implementation of recanmendations  contained in document
A/AC.198/99  on the  dis tr ibut ion of  taped radio  programmes produced by the
Depar I.msnt of Pub1 ic Informat  ion 1

Report on charqes to Member States and the media for United Nationn  video
t a p e s , audio tapes and news photographs1

27 June

(x) Report on the strengtheninq  and expansion of the Middle East/Arabic Unit!

(xi) Report on the implementation of General Assembly resolution 38/82 B
regarding the work programme of the Caribbean Unit)

IXiib R e p o r t  o n  t h e  outcoms o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  af t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Telecommunication Union regarding World Communications Yearr

(x111) Report  on the  opening of  informat ion centres  at  Cotonou,  Benin.  and
Warsaw, Poland1

(xiv) Progress  report  on the  s i tuat ion regarding the  s taf f  of  the  Department  of
Publ ic  Information in  posts subject  to  geographical  d is tr ibut ion;

(xv) Organization  by the Department  of Public Information and UNESCO of a
workshop in 1985 for familiarisation  of news agencies of developing
countr ies  with  modern technologies  and product ion of  tra ining manuals  for
traininq centres  of  the  Pool  of  Non-Alignec  News Agencies ;

(xvi) Report  on publ ic  information act iv i t ies  of  the  Department  of  Publ ic
Information in  implementat ion of  the  relevant  provis ions  of  the  Paris
Declaration on Namibia and the Programme of Action on Namibia 1/ and the
Vienna Declaration and Proqr me of  Action on Namibia#  g/

(xvi 1) Report  on coveraqe  by  the Department  of  Publ ic  Informatlon of  pol ic ies
a n d  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  v i o l a t e  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w  r e l a t i v e
to  belliqerent occupat ion, in  part icular  the Geneva Convent ion relat ive

-7-



to  the  Protect ion ot  Civ i l ian Persons  in  Time of  War,  of  12 Auqust 1949,  y
wherever they occur, e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  p o l i c i e s  a n d  p r a c t i c e s  w h i c h  f r u s t r a t e
t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  a n d  e x e r c i s e  o f  t h e  i n a l i e n a b l e  a n d  n a t i o n a l  l e g i t i m a t e  r i g h t s
o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  p e o p l e  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  r e l e v a n t  r e s o l u t i o n s  o f  t h e
United Nations.

‘0 June

fc) Evaluation anti follow-up on the efforts made and the progrear  achieved by
the United Nations  system in  the  f ie ld  of  information and communicat ion:

Report on the proqramme and activities of the Joint United Nations Information
Committee.

Item 5

From 1 to 3 Jul)!

Adopt ion of  the  report  of  the  Committee  to  the General  Assembly at  its
f o r t y - f i r s t  tiession.

16. The Committee was informed that the Committee for Proqramme and Co-ordination
ICPC),  a t  i t s  t w e n t y - s i x t h  s e s s i o n ,  h a d  c o n s i d e r e d ,  i n t e r  alla, t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e
Secretary-General  on the  tr iennial  review of  the  implementat ion of  the
recosunendations  made by the Committee  at  i t s  twenty-third sess ion on the work Of
the Department  of  Publ ic  Information (E/AC.51/1986/10).  The conclus ions  reached
and recommendations made in that rngard by CX were contained in paragraphs 81 to
9 6  o f  t h e  r e p o r t  o n  i t s  t w e n t y - s i x t h  s e s s i o n . lO/ The Committee was informed that

-these document6 COU:~  be made available.

17. The Committee decided to establish an open-ended working qroup.

18. The fol lowinq Member Btates took part  in  the sess ion ae observers:
Afghanietan,  Austral ia ,  Austr ia ,  Bahamas,  Bel ize, Byelorussian  Soviet  S o c i a l i s t
Republ ic ,  Canada,  Czechoslovakia,  Jamaica,  Mali ,  Nicrraqua,  Oman, Sweden,  Uruguay,
Z imbabwe. The Holy See,  Switzerland and the 0rganiza;ion  of  the Is lamic Confsrancm
a l s o  t o o k  p a r t  i n  t h e  s e s s i o n  a s  o b s e r v e r s .

19. Representat ives  of  the  fol lowinq bodies  of  the  United Nations,  the  rpecialired
agencies and other orqanizations of the United Nations system attended the 8emionr

Food tend Aaricultural  Orqanization of the United Nations

United Nations  Educat ional ,  Scient i f ic  and Cultural  Organization

The Inter-American Press A8eociation  and the International Organisation of
J o u r n a l i s t s ,  n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l  orqanizacions  i n  c a t e g o r y  I I .  a l s o  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n
the session a8 observers .

20. At i t s  11th and 12th meet ings, the  Committee  took up considerat ion of  the
draft recommendations contained in documents A/AC.198/L.30,  A/AC.198/L.31  and
A/AC.198/L.32. The Chairman provided the Committee with options on how to procoed
w i t h  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  i t s  recomnendatione. He announced that the Group -Jf 77 had
formal ly  submitted for  act ion by the  Committee  the  draft  eet  of  recmsrldationa
contained in  document  A/AC.190/L.30,  as  revised to  have “the new world information
and communication order” replaced with “a new world information and communication
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order”. The representat ive  of  the  IJnited States  asked that  the recommendations
contained in  the above document  be  put  to  a  rol l -cal l  or  recorded vote. The draf t
recommendat ions  were aubssquently  adopted by a  rol l -cal l  vote  of  41 to  11,  with  5
ahatent ions. The vot inq was as  fol lows:

In favour;- - - Alaeria ,  Arqent ina,  Banqladesh,  Benin,  Brazi l ,  Bulqaria ,  Chi le ,
China, Colombia, Conqo, Costa Rica, Cuba, Eqypt, El Salvador,
Ethiopia, ( erman  Oemocratic  Republic, Guatemala, Guinea, India,
Indonesia, Jordan, Kenya, Mexico, Monqolia, Morocco, Pakistan,
Peru, Phi l ippines ,  Poland,  Romania,  Sri  Lanka,  Sudan,  Syrian Arab
Republ ic ,  Trinidad and Tobaqo,  Tunis ia ,  Ukrainian sov ie t
S o c i a l i s t  R e p u b l i c ,  U n i o n  o f  Soviet S o c i a l i s t  R e p u b l i c s ,
Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia.

Aqainetr Belqium, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Federal Republic of,
Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Portuqal, United Kingdom of Great
Britain  and Northern Ireland, United States  of  America.

Allntaininq; Burundi ,  Greece,  Nigeria ,  Spain,  Turkey.

The representat ives  of  Ecuador,  the  Niger, Togo and Zaire  subsequently  indicated
that ,  had they been present , they would have voted in favour of the recommendations
contained in document A/AC.198/L.30. The representat ive  of  Nigeria  said that  he
had intended to  vote  in  favour  rather  than to  abstain.

21. There was no aqreement on the recanmendations contained in documents
A/AC.198/L.31  a n d  A/AC.198/L.32. The sponsors  did  not  aak that  act ion be taken on
these recommendations and the two documents are annexed to the present report at
t h e i r  r e q u e s t  ( a n n e x e s  11 a n d  I I I ) .

22. The representat ive  of  Costa  Rica introduced a  draft  s tatement  on the
Internat ional  Year of  Peace (A/AC.198/L.34), which was orally amended and adopted
by consensus by the Committee.

23. The representat ive  of  Mongol ia  introduced a  draft  decis ion on the  fort ieth
a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  UNJ!XCO  (A/AC.198/L.35)  w i t h  r e v i s i o n s  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  b y  t h e
Committee. I t  was s u b s e q u e n t l y  d e c i d e d  t h a t  n o  a c t i o n  Imould  b e  t a k e n  b y  t h e
Committee  but  that  the revieed  tex’l would be annexed tr the  present  report
(annex IV) .

B. Statement by the Chairman

24. The Chairman of the Committee on Information made ; statement at the opening
o f  t h e  s u b s t a n t i v e  s e s s i o n  ( a n n e x  I ) .
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<: . C o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  whstantive- questions

Item 4

(a) P r o m o t i o n  o f  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  nerc,  m o r e  j u s t  a n d  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e- -
world informat ion and communicat ion order intended to  s tcenathen peace
a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g and based on the free circulation and- - -
md better  balanced disseminat ion of  information

Report on the second round table on a new world information ana
communication order (A/AC. 198/97)

25. I n  h i s  s t a t e m e n t  t o  t h e  Committ.ee  o n  I n f o r m a t i o n , the Under-Secretary-General
for  Publ ic  Information said  that  the  current  sess ion of  the  Committee  had aesumed  a
crucial  importance. With regard to  the prOmotion  of  the  establ ishment  of  a  new
world information and communication order, h e  expressed  t h e  v i e w  t h a t  a  s u f f i c i e n t
amount  of  consensus  existed concerning the pract ical  and pragmatic  act ion to  he
t a k e n  b v  t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t . I t s  programme o f  a c t i o n  w o u l d  i n v o l v e  assisting
developing countr ies in  s trengthening their  communicat ion and in format ion
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s . The Department  of  Pnblic  Information would cont inue,  despite  the
f i n a n c i a l  c r i s i s , with i t s  tra ining programme for  young journal is ts  and
broadcasters  from developing countr ies . The second round table on a new world
informat  ion and communication order, h e l d  at Copenhwgan  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  y e a r ,  s h o w e d
that there was considerable agreement on many of the necessary remedial aCtiOnS.

26. The Under-Secretary-General recalled that stringent economy measures
introduced during the current  f inancial  cr is i s  had hi t  the Department  hard. Since
publ ic  percept ions  of  the  Organizstion’s  effect iveness  were a  factor  behind the
criois,  i t  w a s  p e r h a p s  s h o r t - s i g h t e d  t o  c u t  i n f o r m a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h e
Department’s  share in  the regular  budget  of  the  Organization  had ehrunk from over
12 per cent  in  the 1940s  to  the current  4.5  per  cent. The Department  was
n e v e r t h e l e s s  t a k i n g  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e - e x a m i n e  i t s  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s ,
keeping in  mind i ts  intergovernmental  mandates . While shot t-wa*re broadcasts had
had to be suspended, taped radio programmes continued and telepaone  feeds would be
increased. The Department ’s  catalyt ic  role  would be emphasized. It would
c o - o p e r a t e  w i t h  e x t e r n a l  p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  organizations,  s u c h  a s  i n  t h e  p l a n s  f o r
an internat ional  te levis ion event  on United Nations  Day. Future programme budgetu
might  qive a  more des irable  balance between staff  costs  and operat ional  expenses ,
as well  as between coverage and in-depth information act iv i t ies .

27. The Under-Secretary-General  s tressed the extensive  deployment  in  the f ie ld  of
the Department ’s  resources and personnel . Informat ion centres had been
p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h e  c u r r e n t  f i n a n c i a l  c o n s t r a i n t s . With regard to
suggestions to reduce the number of centres or merge them with UNDP off ices, he
l mphasized the unique political and qnformation  responsibilities of the centres
w i t h i n  t h e i r  h o s t  c o u n t r i e s .

28. The Under-secretary-General affirmed the Department’s commitment to
o b j e c t i v i t y  i n  itu activities. Departmental  guidel ines  had been formulated to
ensure balanced report ing. I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s , the Department had been requested, in
r e s o l u t i o n s , t o  mobilize p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  v a r i o u s  objectives.
Harmonizinq t radi t ional  coverage requirements  with  such posi t ive  information
suppOrt w a s  a t  t i m e s  d i f f i c u l t . T h e  Dc?artment’s  w o r k  w a s  n o t  i n f a l l i b l e  b u t  i t s
e s s e n t i a l  i m p a r t i a l i t y  w a s  a s s u r e d .
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29. I n  t h e i r  s t a t e m e n t s , most  deleqat ions  exprenxed reqret  at  the Committee’s
f a i l u r e  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  t o  a c h i e v e  a  c o n s e n s u s  a n d  llrycd t h a t  s e r i o u s  e f f o r t s  b e
m a d e  f o r  i t s  r e s t o r a t i o n . A number of deleqationn emphasized the need to focus on
informat ion questionn  rather  than extranoous ideoloqicel  i ssues . Some delnyations
suqqesteo Chat, from 1987, the Committee  should meet  on a  biennial  bas is . One
deleqat ion proposed that  the Committee  consol idate  i t s  orqanizat ional  and
s u b s t a n t i v e  s e s s i o n s . Several  delegat ions  s tated that  the  breakdown of  consensus
ref lected a  qradual  eros ion of  co-operat ion on informat ion. A number of other
deleqat ions  aff irmed that  consensus  would prevai l  were i t  not  for  the  intransiqence
of  a  qroup of  countr ies . One delegat ion s tressed that  consensus  should not  be an
e n d  i n  i t s e l f ,  b u t  i n s t e a d  r e f l e c t  s u b s t a n t i v e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  betwoerl  differiny
points  of  v iew. S e v e r a l  d e l e q a t i o n s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a d e q r e e  o f  politicization  o f  t h e
Committee’n  work was  inevi table,  g iven the nature of  the  subjects  discussed.  A
number of  deleqat ions  indicated that  the Committee’s  mandate  should be  reaff irmed.

30. A number of  delegat ions  drew at tent ion to  the  Ir.ternational Yea.  of  Peace,
recal l ing that  the  General  Assembly had invi ted Member States ,  intergovernmental
and non-governmental organisations and the mass  media  to  co-operate  with  the
Secretary-.General  towards  the  achievement  of  the  Year’s  object ives Several
deleqations affirmed that the Committee on Information and the Department of Public
Information had an important  role  to  play in  this  regard. S e v e r a l  d e l e g a t i o n s
stressed that  the announcement  of  the qternational  Year of  Peace qave al l  nat ions
and orqanizatior.s  the opportunity to m. e  t h e  Y e a r  3 t u r n i n g - p o i n t  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
r e l a t i o n s ,  p r o m o t i n g  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  e f f o r t s  o f  s t a t e s  f o r  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e
threat  of  nuclear  war. The Year would thus become a decade of peace and ensure
that  mankind entered the twenty-f irs t  century in  an atmosphere of  peace,  conf idence
and co-operation. One deleqation proposed that the Committee adopt a special
declarat ion on the occas ion of  th? Year.

31. Most  delegat ions  referred to  the  current  tinaesial  cr is i s  of  the  Orqanizat ion
and commended the Department  for  maintaining i t s  essential  act iv i t ies  despite  the
conrtrainte  imposed. Some delegations expressed the view that economy measures
should be based on consultat ions  with  Member States  of  the  various  reyions  and on
cri ter ia  to  be  establ i shed by the  Committee  on Information. A number of
deleqat ions  observed that  the current  s i tuat ion,  when the United Nations  faced
c o n s i d e r a b l e  c r i t i c i s m  f r o m  c e r t a i n  q u a r t e r s  a n d  w h e n  p o l i t i c a l  f a c t o r s  c o n t r i b u t e d
to the f inancial  cr is i s ,  made i t  a l l  the  more necessary for  the  Department  to  mount
an ef fect ive  informat ion campaiqn  on bhalf of  the  Orqanizat ion. Some deleqations
expressed support  in  this  context  for  the  planned 24-hour te levis ion event . Three
delegat ions  expressed concern about  the uituation regarding radio broadcasts  to
t h e i r  r e q i o n s . Another deleqation urqed that the economy measures should not
affect  the equal  treatment. +o be  given  to  the Orqanixat ion’s  two working
lanquaqes. A s t r i c t  linquistic  b a l a n c e  s h o u l d  a p p l y  t o  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  p r e s s
releases and radio programmes. Some delegat ions  cal led for  the maintenance and
further  s trengthening of  press  releases  which should cover  comprehensively  the
meetings of United Nations organs. Other  delegat ions  emphasized the  need for  the
D e p a r t m e n t  t o  u s e  t h e  oppcrtul.ity  t o  s t r e a m l i n e  a n d  rationalizq?  i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d
ident i fy  lower-prior i ty  proqrammes. One delegation called for a comprehensive
review of  the  Department ’s  role  and funct ion. Some delegat ions  noted that  the
Department  enould cont inue to  be  guided by the  mandaten  and priori t ies  ass igned by
the General Assembly. Some delegat ions  expressed the hope that  the f inancial
crisis w o u l d  n o t  a f f e c t  t h e  Orqanization’s  i n f o r m a t i o n  p o l i c i e s ,  n o r  r e d u c e  i t s
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  s p e c i f i c  p o l i t i c a l  ObjeCti-Jes  i g n o r e d  b y  t h e  m e d i a .
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32. Many deleqations supported the cal L Eor the establishment of a new world
information and communicat ion order.  base?, inter  a l ia ,  on the free  c irculat ion and
wider  and better  balanced disseminat ion of  information, quaranteeinq  t h e  d i v e r s i t y
o f  s o u r c e s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  f r e e  a c c e s s  t o  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  thch
urqent  need to  chanqe the dependent  s tatus  of  the developinq countr ies  in  the :ield
of  information and communicat ion as  the  principle  of  sovereign equal i ty  amonq
nat ions  extended also to  this  f ie ld,  and was  intended also to  s trengthen peace and
internat ional  understandinq, e n a b l i n q  a l l  p e r s o n s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  e f f e c t i v e l y  i n
p o l i t i c a l ,  e c o n o m i c , social  and cultural  l i fe  and promotinq human riqhts,
understandinq and fr iendship among al l  nat ions. Many  deleqat ions  s tated that  the
qap in tto exchange of  information betw%=+n North and South was wideninq further, a
eituation that  was aqqravated by the rrlpld technoloqical advances  that  were takinq
p l a c e . A number of deleqations criticized  the information monopoly of the
industrialized  c o u n t r i e s , w h o s e  n e w s  aqencies  d i d  n o t  r e f l e c t  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  n o r
r e s p e c t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  i d e n t i t i e s  o f the  developing countr ies . I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  th:?
informat ion issue was of  key importance and should not  be denied i t s  r iqhtful  place
i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  d e b a t e . O n e  deleqation d r e w  a t t e n t i o n  i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  t o  t h e
threat  to  nat ional  sovereiqnty posed by trans-border data  f lows and mentioned the
relevant  report  of  the  Commiss ion on Transnational  Corporat ions . Another
d e l e q a t i o n  d r e w  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  n e e d  t o  p r o t e c t  Infant  jndustrles  i n  d e v e l o p i n q
c o u n t r i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  cummunicstion  Lechnolcqies. Several
delegat ions  s tressed that  a  new world lrlformation  and communicat ion order  was  an
important  complement  to  the  cause  of  development  and the efforts  to  nt ta in  a  new
internat  ional  economic order. Some delegat ions  pointed to  their  suqqest ion that  a
moratorium be observed on the  quest ion of  the  def in i t ion of  a  new order. Some
deleqat ions  emphasized that  a  new cjrder  should  be based f irmly on the  principle
establ ished in  art ic le  19 of  the  Univrrsal Declarat ion of  Human Riqhts.

33. A number of deleqations expressed the view that the debate on a new world
information and communicat ion order  should  be uet aside so as  to  al low the
Cor,lmittee  t o  crncentrate o n  p r a c t i c a l  work w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  p u b l i c
i n f o r m a t i o n  p o l i c i e s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s . T h e y  suqqested  t h a t  t h a t  o b j e c t i v e  c o u l d  b e
achieved by brinqinq the mandate  of  the  Committee  on Information into  l ine  with  the
consensus lanquaqe of UNESCO  on a new world information and communication order,
seen as an evolv ing and cont inuous  process . They aleo emphasized that UNESCO wus
the appropriate  forum to deal  substant ia l ly  with  the issue of  a  new order. The
Committee should focus on activities that commanded consensus and refrain from
i n t r o d u c i n g  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  q u e s t i o n s . Those  delegat ions  reaff irmed their  support
for  the  etrenqtheninq of  the  information and communicat ion capabi l i t ies  of
developinq countr ies  and for  prrctical  rraininq proqrammes  such as  those already
operat inq under several  internat ional ,  both publ ic  and private,  auspices throuqhout
the developinq wor Id. They also  emphasized their  wish to  improve arJ facili.tate a
free f low and better  balanced dissemination  of  information both within  and between
a l l  c o u n t r i e s . One deleqat ion maintained that  the  very concept  of  a new order  was
flawed and that chanqe could only be Lurthnred  b y  v o l u n t a r y  a c t i v i t i e s  a i m e d  a t
raieinq  t h e  e t a t u s  o f  j o u r n a l i s m , educat ing journal is ts  and improvinq the technical
means of communication.

34. A number of deleqations, in  supportinq  the establ ishment  of  a  new world
information and communication order, emphastzed the importance of  information in
promot inq underetandinq, trunt and co-operation amonq peoplen. The mass media bar!
a  s p e c i a l  responsibility  t o  a s s i s t  i n  attaininq t h e s e  o b j e c t i v e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n
efforts  for  the  prevent ion of  nuclear  war and towards  disarmament. Some
delaqat ions  indicated that  a  new order, based on respect  for  nat ional  sovereiqnty,
w o u l d  a l s o  f u r t h e r  t h e  decolonization  o f  informatir,n  a n d  t h e  democraL.ization  of
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world communlcat  ions, which wo~rltl c‘ontril)lltc*  tcj t.ht* aczllievement.  o f  p e a c e . I t  w o u l d
a l s o  r e c t i f y  t h e  c u r r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  In w h i c h  m a n y  dev-tlopinq  c o u n t r i e s  c o n t i n u e d  t o
h e  v i c t i m s  of “intormation  imperial ism”. ‘I’ht~ nc.w order wan not i n t e n d e d  t o  b e
r e s t r i c t i v e  b u t  r a t h e r  t o  enaurr  t h e  implementation  o f  t h e  C h a r t e r  p r i n c i p l e s  i n
the f i e l d  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n . One deleqat ion af f irmed t-hat the consensus  lanquaqe
adopted by the General conference of UNESCO applied to resolution 3.1 of 1985 11/

-ati a whole. Some deleqat ions  criticized  certain radio broadcasts  a imed at
interferinq  i n  t h e  i n t e r n a l  a f f a i r s  o f  S t a t e s . They also  opposed the  use  of  the
mass media for the conduct of propaqanda campniqne aqainnt sovereiqn States as
contrary to  the  principles  of  the  Charter  of  the  United Nations. A number of
delegat ions  stronqly urqed the e laborat ion of  a  document  sett inq out  the
fundamental principles and norms of a new world information and communication
order , as well as a proqramme of action to implement them. Some deleqat ions
proposed that  the United Nations  establ ish internat ional  leqal norms and principles
on the act iv i t ies  of  the mass media  ior the promotion of  peace and internat ional
understandinq.

35. S e v e r a l  d e l e q a t i o n s  e x p r e s s e d  s t r o n q  s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  seconu  r o u n d  t a b l e
on a new world information and communication order, which had been held earlier in
the year at Copenhagen. They maintained thclt it had made a valuable an.1
construct ive  contr ibut ion towards  a bet ter  understanding of  the concept  and the
scope of a new order. Some deleqations observed that many suggestions put forward
at  the  round table  opened the  way for  further  dia loque. One deleyat ion pointed to
the many areas of agreement which had emerged amonq the participants in the round
t a b l e . Some deleqat ions  expressed concern that  the round table  had revealed the
appearance of  new inequal i t ies  just  as  others  were el iminated. One deleqat ion
indicated that  the  discuss ions  had conf irmed the key importance of  quest ions  of
information and communication, a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  e x i s t e n c e  o f  s e r i o u s
i n e q u a l i t i e s  i n  t h a t  s p h e r e . T h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  h o l d i n g  f u r t h e r  r o u n d  t a b l e s  for
ref lect ion on the subject  was emphasized. One delegat ion requested that  a  third
round table  be held on “the establ ishment  ot the new world information and
communication order”. Another  deleqat ion opposed the use of  United Nations  funds
for such a purpose, s ince  no further  agreement  on the  topic  seemed l ike ly .

36. Many delegations expressed stronq support for UNESCO and for the International
Proqramme for the Development of Communication (IPDC). AddiLional  r e s o u r c e s  f o r
IPDC,  o n  a  m o r e  p r e d i c t a b l e  b a s i s ,  w e r o  c a l l e d  f o r . One delegat ion urged that  the
Department of Public Information should continue to extend its support to IPDC and
widen its co-operation with UNESCO in the field of information and communication.
One deleqation propoeed that a special decision be adopted by the Committee in
Commemoration of the fortieth anniversary of UNESC0.

37. A number of  deleqattons  eeterred  to the press  and news aqency  accounts  of  the
d i s a s t e r  a t  t h e  C h e r n o b y l  n u c l e a r  r e a c t o r  a s  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  m e d i a  i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y
and the  dangers  of  d is information. Some other  delegat ions  maintained that  the
disaster  had exposed the problems created by a  restr ict ive  system of  informat ion.

38. Many deleqat ions  expressed their  support  for  the  invaluable  work performed by
United Nations  information centres . They had a  crucial  role  to  play in
diseeminat inq information in  al l  Member States  about  the broad spectrum of  the
Orqanization’s a c t i v i t i e s . One dele-Jation  urqed that  the  centres  re inforce their
co-operat ion with  nat ional  non-qovernmental  orqanizat ions  in  pr iori ty  areas . Some
d e l e q a t i o n s  e m p h a e i z e d  t h e  s p e c i a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c e n t r e s  a s  d i s t i n c t  f r o m
the UNDP field offices. They opposed the closure Jt centres  or  their  merger  with
other off ices. T h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  ot haviny  t h e rentres  headed by profess ional
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directors  was  also  mentioned. Another  delegat ion af f irmed that  further
co-operation between information centlea and UNDP offices should be encourageq.
One delegat ion noted with  appreciat ion that  the Informat ion :;ervica  in  Vienna had
become operational, b u t  e x p r e s s e d  c o n c e r n  ut t h e  i n s u f f i c i e n t  .?taff  a n d  f u n d s
provided to meet ita growing needs.

39. S e v e r a l  d e l e g a t i o n s  e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e
Pool of Non-Aligned News Aqenciea. They urged that the Department of Public
Information cont inue i t s  co-operat ion with the Pool . Some dele,rat  Ions suaaested
that. the Department extend similar co-operation to the Eco-Pool. Some delegations
expressed the hope that  co-operat ion with other  regional  news agencies  would be
s trengthened.

40. Many  delegat ions  expressed appreciat ion for  the  tra ining programme for  youna
journal is ts  and broadcasters  organized by the  Department  of  Publ ic  Information.
Such programmes for developing cGuntriee  were a useful contribution towards the
strengthening of  the  developing countr ies’ i n f o r m a t i o n  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s .

41. Some delegations emphasized the importance of drawina world attention to the
n e e d s  o f  t h e  A f r i c a n  c o n t i n e n t . The Oraanizat ion had played a  helpful  role  in
providing informat ion on the recent  crisis and the special  session of  the General
Assembly. The Department of Public Information should b? encouraged to  strengthen
its coverage  o f  q u e s t i o n s  o f  c o n c e r n  t o  A f r i c a .

42. I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  s e v e r a l  p o i n t s  r a i s e d  durlnq  t h e  d e b a t e  o n  this i t e m ,  t h e
Under-Secretary-General announced that a conference roan paper on tht impact of the
f i n a n c i a l  c r i s i s  o n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  wmld b e  c i r c u l a t e d .  H e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t
d e c i s i o n s  h a d  b e e n  t a k e n  o n  a  f i n a n c i a l  b a s i s  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  h a d  i n e v i t a b l y  a f f e c t e d
programmes in an uneven manner. He noted that  f inancial  considerat ions  had led to
the e l iminat ion of  radio  programmes in  certa in  ‘lanquaqes  and agreed that  they
should eventual ly  be resumed. He also  pointed out  that  the recrui tment  freeze  had
had an adverse  ef fect  on such areas  as  the appointment  of information centre
directors  and on regional  radio  broadcasts . With regard to  the internat ional
te lev is ion event  for  United Nat ions  Day, h e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  i n t e n d e d  t o  r a i s e
consciousness rather  than funds. Should there  be  any excess income,  the United
Nations would receive  a  proport ion. The external production company’s arrangement
w a s  f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  c o u n t r i e s  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  a  segment  o f  b r o a d c a s t i n g  i n  r e t u r n
for the entire programme.

(b)  Cont inuat ion of  examinat ion of  United Nations publ ic  informat ion pol ic ies
a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s ,
p a r t i c u l a r l y  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  t w o  d e c a d e s ,  a n d  o f  t h e  imL,eratives o f  t h e
establ ishment  of  the  new internat ional  economic order  and of  a  new world
information and communication order

( i )  Report  on the  implementat ion of  the recommendat ions of  the Committee  on
Information- - - -

43. The Under-Secretary-General  indicated that  reports  on the Committee’s
recommendations had been circulated. The Department was making every effort to
meet the requests made by the Committee.
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(11) Report  on the implementat ion of  General  Assembly resolut ion 40/164 A and
the recommendations contained therein

.___
- - -

44. The Under-Secretary-General  s tated that  tht* Department  was makino  every
endeavour to  implement  the  various  parts  of  the  resolut ion. Furttler i n f o r m a t i o n
would be provided in  his  reports  on subsequent  i tems.

( i i i ) R e p o r t  o n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  I n f o r m a t i o n  a s  t h e  f o c a l  p i n t  for
the formulat ion and implementat ion of  information act iv i t ies-

45. The Under-Secretary-General  referred to  the  onaoina discussion  withtn  the
S e c r e t a r i a t  b e t w e e n  c e n t r a l i s t  a n d  p l u r a l i s t  t e n d e n c i e s . Since the General
Asner,bly  h a d  n o t  m a d e  a  d e c i s i o n  o n  t h i s  qu*stion i t  w a s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  the
D e p a r t m e n t  f u l l y  t o  c a r r y  o u t  i t s  r o l e  a s  the f o c a l  p o i n t  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n
a c t i v i t i e s .

46. Several  delegat ions  expressed concern with the  prol i ferat ion of  informat ion
u n i t s  w i t h i n  t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t . One delegat ion pointed to  the  danaer  of  dupl icat ion
i n  t h i s  r e g a r d . Some delegat ions  urged that  no further  informat ion units  be
created.

( iv)  Report  on the improvement  of  data-col lect ion procedures  with  regard to
actual  use made by redieseminators  of  materia ls  d is tr ibuted b;r the
Department  of  Publ ic  Information and i t s  information centres
(A/AC. 198/108,

Review of  the distr ibut ion of  photo mnterials produced by the  Department-

47. The Under-Secretary-General indicated that the Department had been able to
carry  out  a systemat ic  monitor ing of  the  end-use  of  some of  the  mater ia l  which i t
dirtributed and to  conduct  a  detai led review with regard to  photo mat.eriala. While
i t  dould b e  d e s i r a b l e  t o  e v a l u a t e  m a n y  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t ’ s  a c t i v i t i e s ,  r e s o u r c e
li~l~tations  h a d  t o  b e  t a k e n  i n t o  a c c o u n t .

48. Several  delegat ions  underl ined the need for  a  thorouqh evaluat ion of  the use
made of  al l  the  materials  dis tr ibuted by the Department. Some deleaationn referred
i n  t h i s  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n s  r e a c h e d  b y  t h e  t r i e n n i a l  r e v i e w  o f  CPC.  T h e
c o s t , target  audience and impact  of  information materials  should be assessed in
o r d e r  t o  maximize  t h e  u s e  o f  existiil~ r e s o u r c e s  a t  a t i m e  o f  f i n a n c i a l  constraints.
Some deleaations, while  commending  the scope and comprehensiveness of  the  rev iew of
photo materials , expressed concern at  i t s  results  and uraed that  the four
recommendations 1 isted be implemented.

(v) Comments on the report  of  the Joint  Inspect ion Unit  on pllblications
licy and pract ice  in  the United Nations  system,  contained in  document

?39,602

4 9 . The Director  of  the  Press a n d  P u b l i c a t i o n s  D i v i s i o n  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t h e
Department’s  publ icat ions  had several  characteris t ics  which distinauished  them from
material emanatina from other departmrnts, i n  t h a t  t h e v  w e r e  mostlv f o r  f r e e
d i s t r i b u t i o n , non-technical  in  nature,  mandated by ‘le G e n e r a l  Assemblv  a n d
produced within a  certain  time-fralne  and in  various  lannuaaea. While resour(.e
constraints  had prevented their  systematic  use, readership surv~vs had indeed taken
p l a c e  f o r  s o m e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  a n d  h a d  i n d i c a t e d  that  t h e  tarapt a u d i e n c e s  were heinq
reached. Such surveys  might  wel l  be  undertaken for  the  free-of-charoe pub1  icationfl
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a s  w e l l . The estahlishmfbnt  of  a publ icat ions  committee  within the Department  would
be t ime-consuminq and of  l i t t le  value. Additional feedback was already provided by
infcrmatioil  c e n t r e s  a n d  non-qoverrlmerltal  orqanizationa.

SO. Several  deleqat ions  emphasized thp need for the Department to observe the
s t r i c t e s t  p o l i t i c a l  b a l a n c e  i n  a l l  of i t s  m a t e r i a l s . Other deleqations commended
the Department  for  fulfillinq  this  object ive.

(vi) Report  on the  restructuring of  the  Radio and Visual  Services  Div is ion of
the Department of Public  Information

51. The Under-Secretary-General outlined the managerial reasons for the
restructurinq. The Radio and Visual Services Division was too large in comparison
with the other  div is ions  and i t s  s tructure was  cumbersome. Administrat ive
a u t h o r i t y  w o u l d  b e  s t r e a m l i n e d  witllout  atfectinq s t a f f  m o b i l i t y . There would be no
f inancial  impl icat ions  and a  sliqht savinq would ensue. Implementation should take
place at  a  t ime when the Secretary-General  deemed appropriate  af ter  1 January 1987.

(vi 1) Report  on the  resul ts  of the  dai ly  short-wave radio broadcast inq
experiment from Headquarters (A/AC.198/110)

52. T h e  Ulrder-Secretary-General  a f f i r m e d  t h a t  t h e  e x t e r n a l  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  d a i l y
short-wave radio experiment  had indicated that  a  potent ial  audience exis ted.
Short-wevc  broadcasts ,  however, had been suspended due b 3 tre increase in
t r a n s m i s s i o n  f e e s . It  was  noped that  the suspension woid not  be permanent. In
the mean time, tapes  were dis tr ibuted and te lephone news feeds  were being increased
and e.:panded in  further  lanqua jes.

53. Several  deleqat ions  expressed reqret  at  the  discont inuat ion of  short-wave
radio broad<  lsts and hoped that they would be resumed as ROOn  as funds become
a v a i l a b l e . Some delcqations urqed th?C_  the Department of Public Information
c o n t i n u e  i t s  discunsions  w i t h  b r o a d c a s t i n q  o r g a n i z a t i o n a ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n
develdpinq  c o u n t r i e s , w i t h  a  v i e w  t o  securinq  a l t e r n a t i v e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  f a c i l i t i e s .
One deleqation questioned whether short-wave and taped broadcasts had been confused
in the evaluation and also asked whether any listener comments had been receiveci
s ince the suspension.

(viii) Report  on the implementat ion of  recommendat ions  contained in  document
A/AC.l9R/99  on the distrihutio~l  of taped rad-o  programmes produced b$
the Department of Public Information (A/AC.198/104)

54. The Under-Secretary-General  explained that  the evaluat ion process  was
cant inuinq. Part icular  importance was  at tached to  a  proper balance between the
product ion and sat i s factory disseminat ion of  information material . One delegation
emphasised that further and more precise evaluation was needed since the Department
could not afford to produce proqrammes of which full use was noI made.

(ix) R e p o r t  o n  c h a r g e s  t o  Membel  S ta t e s  an i the medi- for  United Nations
video tapes,  audio tapes  and news photographs  (A/AC.l9i3/106)

55. The Under-Set etary-” eneral indicated that  the Department  was takinq  steps to
reduce charges L..L- video tapes and other mater ial providinq  coverage of United
N a t i o n s  a c t i v i t i e s . Howev  t’r, such charqes  could not  he e l iminated ent irely. The
Committee’s comments b 111  ICI he WC~~(.OIIII.  on an c~r r ,IncII*ment  whereby the charqes for
developinq  c o u n t r i e s  rnlclht  t,+B ltwt~~.t~rI  wit-h a <:orr r~::l~orl~I  I~KJ  increase for use by
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deve loped count. r 1 ee , O n e  delrhqation s u q q e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  feee m i q h t  b e  p a i d  i n  local
c u r r e n c i e s .

IX) *art or) t h e  o t r e n q t h e n i n g  a n d  e x p a n s i o n  of t h e  Mfddle  E a s t / A r a b i c  U n i t-._-.. . -.,-

5 6 . T h e  Under-Secrrttary-General  r e c a l l e d  t h a t , o w i n q  t o  t h e  fAnancia1  s i t u a t i o n ,
the Department  had heen compel led t.o reduce i t s  ou’-put, including the  product ion of
r a d i o  proqramme%d. Under the economy meanuree endorsed by the General Assembly,
funds for  outsicccj  contractors  producinq  radio  programmen  had been frozen. The
Department  was  mak:~ng  every  ef fsr t  to  maximize  the uRe of  l imited resources  and
would cont inue I:o conduct  discussiona  on t.hat matter .

57. Some daleqatic~ns asked whether  the Middle  Ear:t,/Arahic Unit  would reta in
responsibi l i ty  for  programme product ion under  the  proposed reetructurinq. 3ne
deleqat ion recalleci  that  the relevant  General  Assembly resolut ion had aleo referred
t o  t e l e v i s i o n  covcrraqe a n d  i n q u i r e d  a s to the state of such proqramminq. One
deleqation obeervtrcl t ha t  i t  was  III t..:: D e p a r t m e n t ’ s  i n t e r e s t  f o r  t h e  programme6  to
remain under  the  supervis ion of  chose who were most famil iar  with the lanquaqe,
mental i ty  and cult.nre  of  the  tarqet  audience.

(xi)  et on the implementat ion of  General  Assembly-.A.
p r o q  I-’

r e s o l u t i o n  30/82 B
rcqardil~q  the work rarEe of  the  Caribbean iJnit

58. The Under-Secretary-General  re i terated that  the  f inancial  crisin  had
necess i tated severe l imitat ions  on the Department’s  output . One deleqat ion
expressed qrave concern with regard to  the f inancial  decis ions  affectinq the
Caribbean Unit  and urqed that  they be reversed. Such decis ions  ran counter  to  the
recommendations of the Committee and resolutions of the General Assembly. The
introduct ion of ’  I.anquaqe programming was of  particuiar s ignif icance qlven recent
developments  in  the  region. Exietinq proqramminq deprived  more than half of the
reqion’h:  non-Spanish-speaking populat ion of  re levant  information on the  work and
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s . Exist ing proqramminq did not  take the region’s
s p e c i a l  characterintics  into accoun t .

(Xii) Report o n  t h e  OUtCOme  o f th s  activitiee o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Telecommunication UnionLeg  -ardinq World Communications Year- -

5 9 . The Under-Secretary-General  s tated that  an extensive  report  hy the  Secretary-
Gereral  of  the Internat ional  Telecommunicat ion Union could be made avai lable  to
deleoat  ions.

( x i i i ) Report  on the  openiny  of  informat ion centres at  Cotonou,  Benin,  and
Warsaw, Poland

6J. The Under-Secretary-General  informed the Committee that aqreements on the
openinq  of  the  two new centrea  had been siqned  during the sprinq. C o n s u l t a t i o n s
were cont inuing with respect  to  the implementat ion of  the agreements and the
openinq of  the  c:entres  at  a  mutual ly  convenient  timr.

(xiv) Progress  report  on the  s i tuat ion regarding the  s taf f  of  the Department
o f  P u b l i c  T n f o r m a t i o n  i n  p o s t s  s u b j e c t  t o  g e o g r a p h i c a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n
(A/AC. 198/103)

6 1 . T h e  Under-Secretary-General  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  s e r i o u s  s i t c a t i o n  t h a t  exist*<:
with reqard to  the representat ion of  two reqional  qroups. The current  freeze  on
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recrui tment  had adversely  affected the at ta inment  of  desired levels ,  toward8 which
proqreee  miqht  bit achieved once recrui tment  resumed. Maintaininq  t h e  h i q h e e t
s tandarda of  ef f ic iency, competence and inteqrity  would not  confl ict  with the due
reqard to  be paid to  qeoqraphical  balance.

62. A number of  deleqat ions  expreneed concern with  the inadequate repreeentatiord
of  their  reqional  qroup within  the Department, p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  eenior  l e v e l s . The
eituatlon  had even deteriorated in  recent  yeara. One delegat ion addall  that  due
reqard to  a  balanced qeoqraphical  dis tr ibut ion should also  be obnerved in  the came
of  informat ion centre  directors . A n o t h e r  d e l e q a t i o n  expressed t h e  v i e w  t h a t  t h e
principle  of  balanced qeoqraphical  dintribution  ehould apply  to  the Secretariat  au
a whole rather than on a departmental basic, which would adversely  affW:t
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  f l e x i b i l i t y  a n d  e f f i c i e n c y .

(xv) Orqanization  by the Department of Public Information and UNESCO of a
workshop in 1985 for familiarization  of news agencies of developing
countr ies  with  modern technologies  and product ion of  tra ining manuals
‘for training centres of the Pool of Non-Aliqned News Aqenciee

63. The Under-Secretary-General  explained that ,  owing to  the f inancial
difficulties facinq  both UNESCO and the United Nation6 i t  h a d  n o t  b e e n  p o s s i b l e  t o
orqanize a workshop in 1985. nor  were there  plane to  d.i BO during the  current
year . One deleqat ion exprlfsrred  the hope that  euch a project  could be kept  in  mind
once the f inancial  s i tuat ion improved.

(xvi) IJeport  o n  p u b l i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  Department  o f  P u b l i c- - .
I n f o r m a t i o n  ia i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e l e v a n t  provisiona  o f  the P a r i s- - -
Declaration on Namibia and Programme of Action on Namibia 7/ and the
Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action on Namibia 8/ (A/AC.l98/lG71

64. The nnder-Secretary-General  referred to  the  numerous act iv i t iee  undertaken by
the Department  on the quest ion of  Namibia  and streesed  the extensive  coveraqe given
t o  t h e  p u b l i c  hearings  o n  t h e  r o l e  o f t r a n s n a t i o n a l  c o r p o r a t i o n s  in S o u t h  A f r i c a
and Namibia. S e v e r a l  d e l e q a t i o n e  emphasized  t h e  p r i o r i t y  a t t e n t i o n  t o  b e  q i v e n  t o
coveraqe of  the  Namibian quest ion. One delegation expreemed the view that coveraqe
of  this  i ssue should not  absorb a  disproport ionate  amount  of  the  Departrent’s
resources and that  General  Assembly mandates al lowed f lexible  interpretat ion.

(xvi i ) Report on coverage by the Department of Public Information of policies
and pract ices  that  v iolate  the principles  of  internati-nal law
r e l a t i v e  t o  b e l l i g e r e n t  o c c u p a t i o n,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  G e n e v a
Convent ion relative to  the  Protect ion of  Civ i l ian Persons  in  Time of
G, of 12 August 1949,  9/ wherever  they occur,  especm: thoee
p o l i c i e s  a n d  p r a c t i c e s  w h i c h  f r u s t r a t e  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  a n d  e x e r c i s e  o f
t h e  i n a l i e n a b l e  a n d  n a t i o n a l  l e g i t i m a t e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n
people  in  accordance witht he r e l e v a n t  r e s o l u t i o n 8  o f  t h e  UDited
Nations (A/AC. 198/1051

65. The Under-Secretary-General  out l ined the  numerous act iv i t iee  undertaken by the

Department on this quention in accordance tiith the mandates of General Aeeembly
r e s o l u t i o n s . Several  deleqationa expreeeed appreciat ion with  the Department’s
auccesnful  a n d  o b j e c t i v e  c o v e r a q e  o f  t h i s  i s s u e . Some delegation6 urqed that such
a c t i v i t i e e  be i n c r e a s e d  i n  v i e w  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  special r e e p o n a i b i l i t y  t o  t h e
Palest inian people. In the  face  of  media  distortione, lt was e s s e n t i a l  t o  qive t h e
world an accurate account of  the  real  d imensions  of  the  quest ion of  Paleetilie  and
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of  the  human traqedy involved. A n o t h e r  d e l e q a t i o n  expreused  i t s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e
Cepartment’s s e l e c t i v e  coverage o f  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  s i n c e  i t  d i d  n o t  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  a
resolut ion of  the problem at  hand.

(cl Evaluat ion and fol low-up on the efforte  made and the proqresn achieved by
the United Nat ions system in  the  f ie ld  of  informat ion and commu lcation

Report  on the proqramme and act iv i t ies  of  the Jc,int Ilnited  Nationo
Information Committee (A/AC.l98/111)

66. Some delegat ions  expressed support  for the  valuable  contr ibut ion made by
,Developnent  Forum and one deleqat ion urqed that  a  sound f inancial  bas is  for  the
pub1  icat ion should be aeeured. O n e  d e l e g a t i o n  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  l u c i d  r e p o r t  t h a t
had been prepared i l lustrated the importance for  the United Nations  of  providina
concrete  examples  of  achievements  in  the economic and social  f ie lds . The
Non-Governmental  Liaison Service  was  aleo extremely  useful ,  qiven the essent ial
role  of  non-governmental  orqanizat ions  in  mult i lateral  development  co-operat ion.
Another delectation ccnmnended  the World Newspaper Supplement for its attention to
development  and to the United Nations endeavours  in  this  sphere.

l l l

67. Some deleqatione expressed support for the Graduate Student Internship
Programme, as  wel l  as  for  the educat ional  proqramme. S u c h  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  most
e f f e c t i v e  a n d  i n c u r r e d  l i t t l e  f i n a n c i a l  e x p e n d i t u r e . D e l e g a t i o n s  a l s o  urged  t h e
cant inued publicstion of the UN Chronicle ,  which provided one of  the few means cf
i n f o r m i n q  p u b l i c  opinicl a b o u t  c r u c i a l  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t
was also  urqed to  i ssue brochures  a lready planned on several  pr ior i ty  issues. The
useful contribution made by radio programmes emanatinq from information centres was
-ommended.

68. O n e  deleqatiqn  suaqes t ed  tha t  thought  b e  q i v e n  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  G e n e r a l
Assembly instruct ions  on the Department  of  Publ ic  Information. Reauosta  were made
for departmental action in numerous spheres, which impeded the  supervisory role
properly exercised by the Committee on Information.

D. Recommends t ; ons

69. The Committee on Information submits the following recommendations to t’e
General Assembly:

1. The mandate of the Committee on Information, as set forth in General
Afleambly reuolution 34/182  of 18 December 1979 and reaffirmed in Assembly
reeolutione 35/201 of 16 December 1980, 36/149 B of 16 December 1901, 37/94 B
of 10 December 1982, 38/82  B of 15 December 1983, 39/98 A of 14 December 1984
and 40/164  A of 16 December 1985, should be renewed.

2. The recomnendaticns  of the Committee on Information approTled by the
G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  i n  r e s o l u t i o n  401164  A,  a s  we l l  as t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h a t
reeolut ion, s h o u l d  b e  r e i t e r a t e d , taking i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  v i e w s  e x p r e s s e d  hy
deleqat ione at  the  118th plenary meet ing of  the  fort ieth  sess ion of  the
Assembly on 16 December 1985, and the Secretary-General should be requested to
report  to  the  Committee  on Information at  it8 substant ive  sess ion in  1987 on
measures taken fo. the  implementat ion of  these recommendat ions  and provis ions
perld  inq imp1  ementa t ion.
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Promotion of  the establ ishment  of  a new,  more just  and more
ef feet  ive world information and communication order intended
to  etrenqthen  peace and internat ional  understanding and haaed
on the  free  circulation  and wider  and better  balanced

disseminat ion of  information

3. A l l  c o u n t r i e s , the United Nations  system as  a  whole  and al l  others
concerned should col laborate  in  the establ ishment  of  a  new world informat  ion
and communicat ion order  based,  inter  a l la ,  on the f ree circulat ion and wider
and better  balanced disseminat ion of  inform  t ion ,  guaranteeina  d i v e r s i t y  o f
s o u r c e s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  f r e e  a c c e s s  t o  1 ,ormation  a n d ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e
urgent need to  chanae the  dependent  s tatuo of  the  developina countr ies  in  the
f ie ld  of  information and communicat ion, aa t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  s o v e r e i a n  e a u a l i t v
h m o n q  n a t i o n s  extendu a l s o  t o  t h i s  f i e l d ,  a n d  i n t e n d e d  a l s o  t o  s t r e n a t h e n
peace and internat ional  understanding, e n a b l  ina a l l  p e r s o n s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e
e f f e c t i v e l y  i n  p o l i t i c a l ,  e c o n o m i c ,  s o c i a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  l i f e  a n d  ,romotina
human rights, u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  f r i e n d s h i p  amonq  a l l  n a t i o n s .

4 . “ho onaoinq  efforts  of  the  United Nations  Educat ional ,  Scient i f ic  and
C u l t u r a l  O r q a n i z a t i o n  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  c l a r i f i c a t i o n ,  e l a b o r a t i o n  a n d
aPQlication  of the concept of a new world information and communication order
should be noted. I n  t h i n  retard, r e s o l u t i o n s  4/19 o f  2 7  O c t o b e r  1 9 8 0 ,  121 3.1
of 25 November 1983 13/ and 3.1 of 8 November 1985, llJ adopted u:l consensus
b y  i t s  G e n e r a l  Conference,  s h o u l d  b e  r e c a l l e d , i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  f o l l o w i n a
relevant  paragraphs:

(a) R e s o l u t i o n  4/19 of 2 7  O c t o b e r  1 9 8 0 ,  s e c t i o n  V I ,  paragraph  1 4

“The General Conference,

* . . .

“14. Considers  thatr

“(a) This  new world information and communicat ion order  could be
b a s e d ,  amorq o t h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  o n r

“(il

“ ( i i )

“ ( i i i )

” (iv)

“(v)

“(Vi)

Eliminat ion of  the imbalances  and ineaualities  which
characterize  t h e  p r e s e n t  a i t u a t i o n ;

Elimination  o f  t h e  negative e f f e c t s  o f  c e r t a i n  m o n o p o l i e s ,
p u b l i c  o r  p r i v a t e , a n d  e x c e s s i v e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s ;

Removal  of  the  internal  and external  obstacles to a  f ree  f low
and wider and better  balanced disseminat ion of  information and
i d e a s ;

P l u r a l i t y  o f  s o u r c e s  a n d  c h a n n e l s  o f  informationr

Freedom of the press and information;

T h e  freedov  o f  j o u r n a l i s t s  a n d  a l l  profeseiorldls  i n  t h e
communication media, a freedom inseparable from
responsibil  ityr
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“(Vii) The capaci ty  of  developlna countr ies  to  achieve improvement  of
t h e i r  o w n  s i t u a t i o n s , notablv by  providina their  own
equipment, b y  tratnina t h e i r  p e r s o n n e l ,  b v  tmprovtna  t h e i r
infrastructures  and by makina their  information and
communicat ion media  sui table  to  their  needs  and aspirat ions)

* ( v i i i )  T h e  s i n c e r e  w i l l  o f  d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s  t o  h e l p  t h e r  a t t a in
t h e s e  objectivesr

” (IX) Respect f o r  e a c h  p e o p l e ’ s  c u l t u r a l  i d e n t i t y  a n d  f o r  t h e  r i a h t
o f  e a c h  n a t i o n  t o  i n f o r m  t h e  w o r l d  p u b l i c  a b o u t  i t s  i n t e r e s t s ,
i t s  a s p i r a t i o n s  a n d  i t s  s o c i a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  valuesr

“(x) R e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  right o f  a l l  p e o p l e s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  exchancee  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f
e q u a l i t y ,  j u s t i c e  a n d  m u t u a l  benefit1

“(xi) Respect  for  the r iaht  of  the  publ ic , o f  e t h n i c  a n d  s o c i a l
qroups and of  indiv iduals  to  have access  to  information
sources and to  part ic ipate  act ively  in  the communicat ion
process I

“(b) This  new world information and communication  order  should  be
based on the fundamental  pr inciples  of  inttirnational  law, as  la id  down in
the Charter  of  the  United Nations,

” (cl Diverse solutions to information and communication problems
are required because social ,  pol i t ical ,  cul tural  and economic problems
dif fer  from one country  to  another  and,  wit;rin a  qiven country ,  from one
group to another 1”

(b) Resolut ion  3 .1  of  25  Novemher  1983,  paragraph  8

“The General Conference,

* . . .

“8. Requests  the  Director-General , i n  executina  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s ,
t o  qive s p e  ial a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h o s e :

“ ( a )  W h i c h  h e l p  t o  r e d r e s s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  mclst
disadvantaaed as regards communication,

“ ( b )  W h i c h  w i l l  encourage  a  p l u r a l i t y  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  s o u r c e s  a n d
media r

"(cl W h i c h  t a k e  sccount  o f  t h e  n e e d  f o r  d l f f e r i n a  s o l u t i o n s  t o
information and communication problems according to the country,
socio-economic  system and cultural environment concerned,

“(d)  W h i c h  w i l l  f a c i l i t a t e  a n  i n - d e p t h  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  a
new world information and conxnunlcation order, seen as an evolvino and
cant inuous process, so as to  strengthen the haeis upon which such an
order  conducive  to  a  free  f low and wide-  and better  balanced
disseminat ion of  information miaht  be e:,tablishedt
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“(e) W h i c h  h  1e  p  t o  r e d u c e  c e r t a i n  t n t e r n a l  i m b a l a n c e s  i n  v a r i o u s
c o u n t r i e s  e s p e c i a l l y  b y  f u r t h e r i n u  t h e  develooment o f  r u r a l
c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  p o o r e s t  regions,  a n d  facilitatino t h e
acceso of  younq people  and diaadvantaqed  social  croups  to  communicat ion)

“(fl Which s t imulate  co-operat ion between the different
p r o f e s s i o n a l  c i r c l e s  w o r k i n a  f o r  t h e  c a u s e  o f  sommunicationl

* (0) Which can st imulate  the contr ibut ion of  communicat ion to
development  processes  in  the  Orqanization’e  f ie lds  of  competence and in
those fal l  lnq within the competence of  other  bodies  in  the United Nations
system)

“(h) W h i c h  i n v o l v e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  oraanizatione  o f  t h e
United Nations  system and co-operat ion with other  internat ional
covernmental  and non-governmental  orqanizat iona at  world or  reaional
level r

“(1) W h i c h  l e a d  t o  t h e  m u s t e r i n o  o f  e x t r a - b u d g e t a r y  resourLesr

“(j) Which  can  b e  c a r r i e d  o u t , in  the  matter  of  book development,
i n  c o - o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c o m p e t e n t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a n d
regional  l e v e l , i n  o r d e r  t o  pranote  a  s p i r i t  o f  s o i i d a r i t y  a n d
co-operat ion in  favour  of  book dcvelopnent  in  the regions  concerned.”

(cl Resolution 3.1 of R November 1985, paragraph 5

“The General Conference,

” ..-

“5. I n v i t e s  t h e  D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r :- -

“(a) Under Programme III. 1, ‘Studies on communication’

“(iI T o  a t i m u l a t e  r e s e a r c h  o n  t h e  e o c i o - c u l t u r a l  i m p a c t  o f  n e w
communication technoloqiee;

“(ii) To undertake overal l  analyses  of  work already carr ied out  or
current ly  in progress on the concept  of  a  new world
information and communication order, seen as an evolving and
rc.,Linuous proceen, the right to  communicate,  plural i sm,  and
a c c e s s  t o  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,
taking steps  where necessary to  broaden the s tudy base  and
maintaining l inks  of  c lose  co-ope$ation  with the competent
profess ional  oraanizations  and non-governmental  orqanizationsl

“(iii) To contr ibute  to  the s trenatheninq of esearch and

documentat ion capaci t ies  in  the  f ie ld  of  communicat ion,  and to
the training  and further  training  of  research personnel .”

5. U n d e r  t h e  c u r r e n t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c l i m a t e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  c o n f l i c t s  a n d
economic disorders , th? Committee  on Informat ion,  fu l ly  aware and cognizant  of
the important  contr ibut ion that  the maas media  world-wide can make in
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enhancing and s trengthening peace, deepeninq i r t e r n a t i o n a l  understandinq,
promotinq  juetice, e q u a l i t y ,  n a t i o n a l  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  development,  t h e  exercise
of  human r ights ,  fundamental  freedoms for  a l l  and the establ ishment  of  a  new
world in format ion and communicat ion order ,  recommenda  that  the General
Assembly address  appeals  to  the fol lowinar

( a )  Tale  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m e d i a , i n  o r d e r  t o  o b t a i n  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e
e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m m u n i t y  towarda  a l o b a l  development  a n d ,  i n
p a r t i c u l a r , for  the  ef forts  of the  developina countr ies  to  achieve economic,
s o c i a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  proqreast

(b)  The United Nations  system as  a  whole  to  co-operate  in  a concerted
manner, t h r o u g h  i t s  i n f o r m a t i o n  s e r v i c e s , in pranoting  a more comprehensive
a n d  r e a l i s t i c  i m a g e  o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  Nation#
system,  in  al l  ita purpoeea and endeavours , a s  l a i d  d o w n  i n  t h e  C h a r t e r  o f  t h e
United Nations, with part icular  emphasis  on the creat ion of  a  c l imate  of
conf idence in  relat ions  amonq  States as a  means of eas ing tens ion,  on the
strengthening of  mult i lateral i sm and on the  promotion of  development
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  system  f o r  f u r t h e r  i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  t h e
c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e s  o f  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s .

6 . A w a r e  of  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of  s t r u c t u r a l  i m b a l a n c e s  i n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
distr ibut ion of  news affect ing the two-way f low of  news,  the Committee on
Information recamnende  that  urnent  attent ion should be given to  the
e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  existing  i n e q u a l i t i e s  ana a l l  o t h e r  o b s t a c l e s  i n  t h e  f ree f l o w
and wider  and better  balanced disseminat ion of  information,  ideas  and
knowledge by,  inter  a l ia ,  d ivers i fy ing the  sources of  information and
r e s p e c t i n g  t h e  i n t e r e s t s ,  a s p i r a t i o n 8  a n d  e o c i o - c u l t u r a l  v a l u e s  o f  a l l
peoples ,  as  a  s tep towards  the attainment.  of a free  and more balanced f low of
information between developing and developed countries.

7. The United Nations system an a whole, as  wel l  as  the  developed countr ies ,
should be urged  to  co-operate  in  a  concerted manner with  the developing
Countr ies  toward8 etrengthening the information and communicat ion
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s  of  t h e  l a t t e r  c o u n t r i e s , i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  p r i o r i t i e s
attached to such areas  by the  developina countr ies,  wi th a v iew to  enabl ing
them to develop their  own information and communicat ion pol ic ies  freely  and
i n d e p e n d e n t l y  a n d  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e i r  h i s t o r y ,  s o c i a l  v a l u e s  a n d  c u l t u r a l
t r a d i t i o n s . In this  regard,  ful l  support  for  the  Internat ional  Programme for
the Development of Communication, w h i c h  cons:itutee  a n  i m p o r t a n t  step i n  t h e
development  of  these  infrastructures , should always be emphasised.

8. The Committee on Information recommends that the need be etreesed  to
ensure and promote the access  of  the  developing countr ies  to  communicat ion
technology,  including communicat ion satel l i tes ,  modern electronic  information
systems,  informst ics  and other  advanced information and communicat ion
faci l i t ies  with a  view to  improving their  own informat ion and communicat ion

systemfl corresponding to  the upecific condit ions  prevai l ing in  each country.

9. The Committee  on Information,  whi le  express ina sat i s fact ion with the
successful  co-ordinat ion and co-operat ion displayed by the  Department  of
Publ ic  Information with  the  Pool  of  Non-Aligned News Agencies ,  as  wel l  aa with
regional  news agencies  of developing countr ies , recommends that the Department
of  Publ ic  Information cont inue to  s trengthen this  co-operat ion as  i t
const i tutes  a concrete s tep towards  a  more just  and equitable  world f low of
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informat  ion, thus contr ibut ing to  the eatabl iehment  of  a  new world information
and communication order.

10. With r+ard to  i t s  co-operat ion with  the  Pool  of  Non-Al igned Newa
Agencies, a8 w e l l  a 8  w i t h  t h e  r e g i o n a l  neas  agencies  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,
the  Department  of  Publ ic  Information should co-operate  with  the United Nations
Educat ional , S c i e n t i f i c  a n d  C u l t u r a l  Orqanization  i n  setriatinq t h a t
organizat ion in  the preparat ion and Implementat ion of  a  plan of  integrated
communication network and regional data and communication ccntrea  and in the
p r o v i s i o n  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  meetinos m da ta  and  comnunication  exchanae o f  t h e
publ ic  information bodies  of  the non-al igned countciea.

‘ 1 . The Committee on Information also recommends that the Department of
Public  Information, as w e l l  a8 t h e  epeciallzed  a a e n c i e e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  Nation8
system, should extend co-operation to the Rco-Pool of the Pool of Non-Aligned
News Agencies, which began i t s  operat ion in  September 1985 in  order  to  receive
and transmit  dai ly  economic information to  relevant  government ,  economic,
banking and other  institutione refponsible  for  ecz-emit  and social
development, and which should help in promoting economic co-operation kith and
among developing countr lea.

12. Reaff irming the  pr imary role  that  the  General  Assembly is  to  play in
elaborating , co-ordinat ing and harmonizing  United Natione  pol icies and
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  recognizing  :he c e n t r a l  a n d
important  role  of  the United Nations  Educational,  Scient i f ic  and Cultural
Organization in the field of information and communication, the Committee on
Information reconnnende that the United Nations system aa a whole and all
others  concerned should be urged to  give  that  orqanizat ion adeauate  support
and ass is tance in  the f ie ld  of  information and communicat ion. The Department
o f  P u b l i c  I n f o r m a t i o n ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r , should co-operate  more regular ly  with
the United Nations  Educat ional , Scient i f ic  and Cultural  Organizat ion,
e s p e c i a l l y  a t  t h e  w o r k i n g  l e v e l , w i t h  a  v i e w  t o  maximizlno  th*, contributione
of  the  Department  to  the  ef forts  of that  organizat ion in  iurther  promoting the
eetablishment  of a new world information and communication crder  and to
diaeeminating  aa widely  as  poss ible  information on the  activities  of that
ocganizat  ion in  this  respect .

13. Art ic le  19 of  the  Universal  Declarat ion of  Human Rights ,  which provides
that  everyone haa the r ight  to  freedom of  opinion and expression  and that  this
right  includes  freedom to  hold opinions  without  interference and to  seek,
receive  and impart  information and ideas  through any media  and regardlees  of
f r o n t i e r s , and art ic le  29,  which ati,pulates  that  these  riahts  and freedoms may
in  no case  be exercised contrary to  the purposes  and principlbe  of  the  United
Nations, should be recal led.

14. The United Nation6 system,  part icularly  the United Nationls  Educat ional ,
Scient i f ic  and Cultural  Organizat ion, ehpuld a i m  a t  p r o v i d i n g  a l l  p o e e i b l e
support  and ass is tance to the developing countrice  with regard to  their
interests  and needs  in  the  f ie ld  of  information and to  act ione already adopted
w i t h i n  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  s y s t e m ,  i n c l u d i n g ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r :

( a )  A s s i s t a n c e  t o  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  i n  t r a i n i n g  j o u r n a l i s t s  a n d
t e c h n i c a l  p e r s o n n e l  a n d  i n  settina u p  a p p r o p r i a t e  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d
r e s e a r c h  f a c i l i t i e s ;
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!b) Grantin  of  favourable  condit iona to  provide access  to  developina
countr ies  to  such communicat ion technology ae ie reauia i te  for  the
establ ishment  of  a  nat ional  information and communicat ion system and
corresponding  t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  concernedt

(C) C r e a t i o n  o f  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  w i l l  gradually e n a b l e  t h e  developing
countries  to  produce the communicat ion technolooy  sui ted to  their  nat ional
neede, a6 w e l l  aB t h e  n e c e s s a r y  proqramme m a t e r i a l , specifically  f o r  radlc,  a n d
televis ion broadcast ing,  by using  their  own resources)

(d) Assistance  i n  establiahinq t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n  1inkR  a t  subreaional,
r e g i o n a l  a n d  i n t e r r e g i o n a l  l e v e l e , e s p e c i a l l y  amonq  d e v e l o p i n a  c o u n t r i e s ,  f r e e
from conditions of any kind.

15. Al l  the  information activitiee of  the  Department  of  Public  Information
should be quided by and carried out  in  conformity  with  the  principlee  of  the
Charter  of  the  United Nations  and the aspirat ion for  a  new world information
and communication order, aa w e l l  art  c o n f o r m  LO t h e  coneeneua  r e a c h e d  amonq
S t a t e s  i n  revolutions  4/1Y, 4/21 and 4/22 of 27 October 1980, w adopted by
the General  Conference of  the United Nations  Educat ional ,  Scient i f ic  and
C u l t u r a l  Orqanization, resolut ion 3.1  of  25 November 1983,  u adopted by the
General Conference on Major Programme  III, and reeolution 3.1 of
8 November 1985 ll/ adopted by the General Conference on Major Proqramme III.-

16. T h e  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  chould  b e  r e q u e a t e d  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s
of the Department of Public Information ,  aa tile f o c a l  p o i n t  o f  t h e  p u b l i c
informat ion tasks of  the  United Nationa,  should be s trengthened,  keepinq in
view the principles  of  the  Charter  of  the  United Nations  and along the l ines
establ iahed i.n the  pert inent  resolut ions  of  the General  Assembly and the
recommendations of the Committee on Information ,  80 a 8  t o  enfiure a  m o r e
coherent  coverage of  and 3 bet ter  knowledqe about  the United Nations  and i ts
work, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  i t s  p r i o r i t y  area8 ,  euch au t h o s e  s t a t e d  i n  s e c t i o n  I I I ,
paraqraph  1 , of  Aaeembly  resolut ion 35/201, includ inq internat  tonal peace and
security, disarmament, peace-keeping and peace-makinq operationa,
decolonization, the work of the United Nations Council for Namibia, the
etrugqle  aaainet  a p a r t h e i d  a n d  r a c i a l  discrimination,  e c o n o m i c ,  social a n d
development issues, the promotion of human rights,  the promotion of the
Forward-looking Strategies  for the Advancement of Women to the year 2000, ds
adopted by the World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the
United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, 24/  held at
Nairobi from 15 to 26 July 1985, and programmes on youth, as well as the
establ ishment  of  the new internat ional  economic order  and of  a  new world
information and communication order.

17. The Department of Pualic  Information should  be requeeted to continue its
co-operat ion wlth  the  Movement  of  Non-Al iqned Countr ies ,  aa wel l  as with
intergovernmental  orqanizat ione and regional  orqanizat ione,  and should
monitor, a8 appropriate, important meetinqs of the Movement of Non-Aligned
Countr ies  se wel l  as  those  of  intergovernmental  and reqional  orqanizations,
with a view to the promotion of a new world information and communication
order .

18. I n  t h e  1 i9ht o f  t h e  grave  e c o n o m i c  s i t u a t i o n  p r e v a i l i n q  i n  A f r i c a ,  t h e
Secretary-General  should be requested to  ensure that  the Department  of  Public
I n f o r m a t i o n  rl~es i t s  utllti<j!jt  i n  brinqinq  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  i t r t e r n a t i o n a l
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community the real dimensions of the plight  of the African people and the
tremendous efforts of the African countries, with a view to increasing  its
contribution towards alleviating this human tragedy. In this regard, the
Secretary-General should be requested to ensure that the Department of Public
Information does its utmost to disseminate widely and to publicize the United
Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development
1986-1990, 15/ adopted by the General Assembly at its thirteenth special
session, on the critical economic situation in Africa, held from 27 May to
1 June 1986.

19. The Department of Public Information should be urged to give the widest
possible dissemination of information pertaining to acute world eCOnOmiC
problems in general and, in particular, to the critical economic situation in
Africa) the severe economic difficulties of the least developed countries and
the external debt of developing countries, as well as to the adverse effect of
the international economic environment on these countries.

20. The relevant provisions of the Final Act of the Conference on Sel;,iity
and Co-operation in Europe, signed at Helsinki on 1 August 1975, and t?%ze of
the Concluding Document of the meetings of representatives of the
participating States of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in EurOper
held at Madrid from 11 November 1980 to 9 September 1983, should be recalled.

21. The Final Documents of the Conference of Ministers of Information of
Non-Aligned Countries, held at Jakarta from 26 to 30 January 1984, 16/ should
be recalled.

22. The Conference of Ministers of Information of States members of tha
Organization  of African Unity, held at Addis Ababa in March 1985, which
expressed its conviction in the‘importance of a new world information and
communication order, should be noted.

23. The relevant resolution on the question relating to.information  of the
Fourth Islamic Summit Conference, held at Casablanca from 16 to 19 January
1984, 17/ should be recalled.

Continuation of examination of United Nations public information
policies and activities in the light of the evolution Of
international relations, particularly during  the past two
decades, and of the imperatives of the establishment of the new
international economic order-and of a new world information and

communication order

24. In connection with the observance of the fortieth anniversary of the
. creation of the United Nations, the Department of Public Information should be

urged to continue to qive appropriate support to the lastinq values of the
purposes  and principles of the Charter of the United Nations, which were
reconfirmed as a reflection of the high hopes that peoples of the world
continue to repose in the United Nations as the most appropriate framework for
multilateral co-operation and the pursuit of shared objectives.

25. The Department of Public Information should, as it did in the past,
maintain consistent editorial independence and accuracy in reportinq  for all
material produced by the Department and should promote to the qreatest
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possible extent an informed underetandinq of the work and purposes of the
United Nations among the people of the world, t a k i n o  necessary  meaaurea  t o
e n s u r e  tha t  ita o u t p u t  containa o b j e c t i v e  a n d  e q u i t a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  about
issues  before  the  Organizat ion ,  reflectinu  dtverqent  opinion8  w h e r e  t h e y
occur.

26. The Department  of  Publ ic  Information should cont inue to  enblure that  the

dai ly  dispatches  of  the  Pool  of  Non-Al igned New6 Aqencies  that  i t  receivee are
a p p r o p r i a t e l y  utilized i n  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  taaka o f
the United Nations with a view to further promotion and development of
funct ional  and mutual ly  benef ic ia l  co-operat ion between the Department  and the
Pool  and the successful  jo int  coveraqe  by the  Pool  of  important  conference6
and other  events  within the United Nationa syetem. The Department ehould
promote  the  utillzation  of  dispatches  received from the Pool  to  establinh a
da ta  base o n  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  non-rlianed
c o u n t r i e s .

27. The assessment  contained in  the report  of  the  Secretary-General  relating
to the acquis i t ion by the United Nations  of  i te  own communicat ions
satellite, w in conformity &th recommendation 36 made by the Committee on
Information to  the General  Assembly at  ite thirty-seventh seeaion, 19/  should-
be kept under constant review.

2b i th regard to  the improvement  of  communicat ion infrastructures ,  the
CommIttee  o n  I n f o r m a t i o n  draws  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  success a t t a i n e d  b y  t h e
ABABSAT,  BRASILSAT, INSAT-IB,  MORELOS  and PALAPA satellite syutema, desiqned
to promote nat ional  and regional  integrat ion. I n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n ,  i t  e n d o r s e s
the execution of satellite projects such as CONDOR by the Andean group of
c o u n t r i e s . The United Nations  and the specialized r,yencies,  in  part icular
t h o s e  i n  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  s e c t o r , s h o u l d  s u p p o r t  s u c h  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  i n i t i a t i v e a .

29. Note  should be  taken of  the  report  of  the Secretary-General  w in which
the Department of Public Information considered that there wan indeed a
potent ia l  audience for  a short -wave broadcastina network helonaina to  the
United Nations  and used by i t .

30. The Department of Public Information should, in  the immediate  future,
contact  interested countr ies  and radio broadcast ing oroanizat ions  in  order  to
examine ways and means to resume, a t  f a v o u r a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  t h e
Organization,  short-wave broadcasting for which the Department of Pub1 ic
Information used to  buy t ime on a  renta l  basis, and the Secretary-General
should be requested to  report  on the outcome of  the contacts  made by the
Department  to  the  General  Assembly at  i t s  forty-f irs t  oesainn.

31. The Department of Public Xnformation should co-operate closely with the
United Nations  Educat ional , Scient i f ic  and Cultural  Oraanizstion  and the Pool
of  Non-Al igned News  Agencies  to  cont inue to  orqanize  a  workshop in  1987 for
the familiarization  of  newa agencies of  developina countr ies  with  modern
technology o f  r e l e v a n c e  t o  n e w s  agencies  a n d  f o r  t h e  standardization  o f
teaching methods and syl labuses  and to  produce trainina manuals  in  var ioua
lanquaqee f o r  t h e  training  cent1 *a o f  t h e  P o o l ,  a n d  Rhould rcF.ort  t o  t h e
Committee  on Information at  i t s  substant ive  session  in  1988  on proar esn made
t o  t h i s  e f f e c t .

32. In order  to  enhance awareness  and understaMina  of  the  lof tv  obiectiven
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of  the United Nations,  the Department  of  Publ ic  Informat ion should endeavour
to promote teaching in  the  educat ional  inet i tut ione of  Member  States about  the
Rtructure, Principles  and aim of  the  Organization  in  conformity  with  the
re levant  reoolut ione of  the  General  Asee?bly and the Econom’c and Social
Count  i 1. In order to implement thie recommendation, the Department should
c o n t i n u e  t o  organize,  o n  a  y e a r l y  b a s i s , a fellowehip programme for educators.

33 . The World Disarmament Campaign should give full consideration to the role
of  the  maea media  aa the  most  ef fect ive  way to  promote in  world  pub1  ic  opinion
a c l imate  of  understanding, confidence and co-operation conducive to peace and
disarmament, the enhancement of human rights and develorxnent. Within the
World Disarmament Camps ign and Disarmament Week, the Department  of  Publ ic
Information should ful f i l  the  role  ireeigned  to  i t  by the  General  Aaeembly by
utilizing i’s expertiae and resources in pub1  tc informat  ion. I t  ehou!d e n s u r e
its maximum effectiveness and achieve maximum co-operat ion and co-ordinat ion
with the  Department  fcr  Disarmament  Affairs  in  order  to  avoid dupl icat ion.

34 . The Committee  on Information s tresses  that the maas media  shouPd
c o n t r i b u t e  to t h e  f o s t e r i n g  o f  m u t u a l  respect, e q u a l i t y ,  n o n - i n t e r f e r e n c e ,
peace and development  and should not  be used aa an instrument  of  hoetili.ty
auainet the  sovereignty  of  other  States .

35 . The Department of Public Information should be requested, in accordance
with the relevant  United Nations  resolut ions, to  cont inue to  cover  adequately
t h e  Israeli p o l i c i e s  a n d  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  v i o l a t e  a n d  a f f e c t  t h e  h u m a n  r i g h t s  o f
the populatitins  in  Arab terr i tor ies  occupied s ince  June 1967,  including
Jerusalem and the Golan Heights, especially  t h o s e  p o l i c i e s  a n d  practice3 wh ich
impede the  atta inment  and exercise  of  the inal ienable  nat ional  r iahts  of  the
Palest inian people  and to  report  thereon to  the Commit tee on Tnformation at
i t s  o u b e t a n t i v e  sesai.on  i n  1 9 8 7 .

36 . The Department of Public Information and the mass media w..rld-wide  should
b e  u r g e d  t o  i n t e n s i f y  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  t h e  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  of  informaLion
w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  policies  a n d  p r a c t i c e s  o f  9arthei.d  a n d ,  p;rsunnt to
General  Assembly resolut ions  34/162 of  18 December 1979,  3jj201 of
16 December 1980 and 40/164 A of  16 December 1985,  to  give  due at tent ion to
the uni lateral  measures and off ic ia l  censorship imposed on the local  and
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m e d i a  r e l a t e d  t o  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h i s  i s s u e .

37 . T h e  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  s h o u l d  b e  requested t o  i n t e n s i f y  h i s  e f f o r t s  i n
order  to  alert  world publ ic  opinion with  regard to  the  illeg~ll  occupat ion of
Namibia and to continue to disoeminate ,  w i t h  t h e  f u l l  a a a i a t a n c e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d
Nat one Counci l  for  Namihia, the Department of Public Information and the
United  FIations  system as  a  whole, i n f o r m a t i o n  relnting  t o  t h e  s t r u g g l e  o f  t h e
oppreaaed  people  of  Namibia  for  se l f -determinat ion,  nat ional  independence ant
freedan  as  wel l  as  the  ful l ,  speedy and uncondit ional  implementat ion of  the
United Nationa  plan for Namibia.

38. The Department of Public Information should be reoueeted  anew to use the
off ic ia l  languagee of  the  General  Aseembly adequately  in  i te  documente  and
audio-visual  documentat ion and to  arrange accordingly  for  an appropriate
n u m b e r  o f  s t a f f  i n  o r d e r  b e t t e r  t o  i n f o r m  t h e  p u b l i c  a b o u t  t h e  sctivitieu  o f
the Dni  ted ,4at ione. It  should also make avai lable  to  the  French Language
Product ion Sect ion of  the Press  and Publ icat ions  Divieion  oE the  Department
t h e  m e a n s  t h a t  w i l l  a l l o w  i t  c o n s i s t e n t l y  t o  distritate proes  r e l e a s e s  i n
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sufficient  quantity  to satisfy the needs of the numerous  journalists  and
dalegations  that use French  as a working  lanauap;e.

39. The Department of Public Information should be requested to implement
fully the provisions Of General Assembly  resolution  38/82 I3 relatiW to the
pork programme of the Caribbean  Unit and the Secretary-General  should be
!.eguested  to report to the Committee on Information at its substantive session
in 1987 on the measures taken in implementation of this recommendation.

40. The Secretary-General should be reguested once again to maintain the
functions of the Middle East/Arabic Unit as the producer of Arabic televisfon
and radio prcxpammesI to strengthen and expand this unit to enable it to
function in an effective manner and to report to the Committee on Information
at its substantive session in 1987 on the measures taken in implementation Of
this recommendation.

41. United Nations information centres should continue to assist press and
information media in their respective countries in accordance with the mandate
given by the General Assembly and, inter alia, promote the establishment of a
new world information and communication order. In this regard, the
information centres should intensify direct and systematic communication
exchange with local information and educational institutions in a mutually
beneficial way, in accordance with priorities of the General Assembly and
taking into account the areas of particular interest to host countries.

4 2 .While the co-operation between the Department of Public Information and
the United Nations Development Programme in the field should be prwnoted  tO
the maximum extent, it is also impartant to bear in mind the intrinsic
functions of the United Nations information centres as distinct from those of
the United Nations development  activities. The information centres should
redouble their efforts to publicize  the activities and achievements of
operatiOna activities for developent, including those of the United Nations
Development Programme, taking into account the priorities determined by the
General Assembly.

43 . The Department of Public Information should focus On and give wider
coverage to the economic, social and development activities of the Wnited
Nations system aimed at achieving a more comprehensive image of the activities
and potential of the United Nations systeme taking into account the priorities
set by the General Assembly.

44. The Department of Public Information should disseminate information
concerning the decisions of the United Nations dealing with acts of terrorism
in all its forms, taking into account particularly General Assembly resolution
40/61  of 9 December 1985, which was adopted by consensus, as well as the
relevant statements made by the President of the Security Council and the
Secretary-Genera 1.

45. The Secretary-General should continue his efforts to develop;,  a system for
monitoring and evaluating the effectiveness of the activitfos of the
Department of Public Information, particularly in the priority aLeas
determined  by the General Assembly.

46 . Future reports of the Department of Public Information  to the Committee
on Information  and to the General Assembly, in particular  on new programmes  Or
on the expansion of existinq  programmes,  should co,q!:3i;:
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(a) More adequate  information  on the outp,lt of  the  Department  in  respect
o f  oath t o p i c  i n c l u d e d  i n  i t s  w o r k  proqrammc ,  which forma the bas is  of  i t s
prJqramme budget)

(b) T h e  c o s t s  o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  u n d e r t a k e n  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  e a c h  topici

(L) More adequate  informatlon  on target  audiences ,  end-use  of  the
Department’s products, and analys is  of  feedback data  received by I le
Department )

( d )  A 8tatemer.t d e t a i l i n g  t h e  priori,ty l e v e l  t h a t  t h e  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l
has  at tached to  current  or  future act iv i t ies  of  the  Department  in  documenta
d e a l i n g  w i t h  s u c h  a c t i v i t i e s 1

(et T h e  D e p a r t m e n t ’ s  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  i t s  d i f f e r e n t
progransnes  a n d  activtties ,  w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  n e e d  c o n s t a n t l y  to
review internal  programme elements  and act iv i t ies .

4 1 . The step8 taken by the Department  of  Public  Information in  redress ina the
i m b a l a n c e  i n  i t s  s t a f f  should  b e  n o t e d . The Department should continue to
i n t e n s i f y  i t s  e f f o r t s  t o  t h a t  e n d  a n d  t h e  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  s h o u l d  b e
r e q u e s t e d  t o  t a k e  u r a e n t  s t e p s  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f
underrepresented developing countries and of other underrepresented group:, c)f
c o u n t r i e s ,  espec.ally  a t  t h e  a e n i o r  l e v e l s , ir. conformity  with  the  relev,nt
provis ions  of  the  Charter  of  the  United Nations, a n d  t o  s u b m i t  a  r e p o r t  t o  the
C o m m i t t e e  o n  I n f o r m a t i o n  a t  tts s u b s t a n t i v e  s e s s i o n  i n  1 9 8 7 .

48. Member States should be called upon once again to make voluntary
c3ntr ibutionc to the United Nations Trust Fund for Economic and Social
Information.

49. 7he assessmerlt  contained In the  report  of  the  Secretary-General  2lJ on
the present  system of  charqinq Member States rnd the media for  v ideo tapes,
audio tapes  and news photographs  of  important  ,Wited Nations  events should be

noted. and the Department  of  Publ ic  Information should report  to  the Commit tee
o n  I n f o r m a t i o n  a t  i t s  s u b s t a n t i v e  sension i n  19R7 o n  t h a t  s u b j e c t  w i t h  a  v i e w
t o  reducing a p p r o p r i a t e l y  t h e  f i n a l  c o s t  o f  t h e s e  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  spreadino
overt ime charges  legi t imately  incurred in  an equitable  way so  as  to  enable the
media  in  the Member States  to  give  wider  publ ic i ty  to  the  ai ‘8 and act iv i t ies
of  the United Nations.

50. The in ter im repo:t  of  the  Secretary-General  ent i t led “The Department  of
Publ ic  Information as  the Focal  Point  for  the  Formulat ion and Implementat ion
of  Information Act iv i t ies  of  the United Nat ions” 22J should he noted and the
Secretary-Genera: should be reauested to  submit  his  f inal  report  to  the
Committee  on Information at  i t s  su’>Ptantive session in  1987 in  the light of
the onaoinq consultat ions  within the Secretariat  on the role  of  the  Department
w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  a l l  i n f o r m a t i o n  activities  o f  t h e  United Nations. The
Committee on Information once again . ecomnende  t h a t  t h e  proliferatio.,  qf
information Units  in  the Secretariat  independent  of  the Department  shoi!]d be
discouraqed.

51. The Committee  on Information takes note of  tne  report  on the revirv  cf
the dis tr ibut ion of  taped radio  programmes produced by the Department  of
Publtc  Information in New York 23J and requests the Department to take steps
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to improve their distribution, to examine its current effectiveness and to
report to the Committee at its substantive  session in 1987. In this
connection, the Committee views with concern  the curtailment of certain
language programmes by the Department  of Public Information  and calls upon the
Department to suspend action in this reqard until a policy regardin such
curtailment is approved by the Committee.

52. The operations of the Non-Governmental Liaison Services (Geneva and New
York) as voluntarily funded inter-agency  projeots  reaching specific target
audiences in the industrialized  countries on international  development issues
should be eontinued on a stable financial basis through  United Nations
participation in these services. As with Development Forum, it is essential
that United Nations financial participation, from the regular budget, should
be ensured in the next biennium, Furthermore,-the Secretary-General should be
requested to urge all specialized agencies to make Ioncpterm contributions tQ
the financing of these services, thereby stressing their inter-agency
character.

53. The quality, usefulness and coverage of the daily press release and the
weekly news summary issued by the Department of Public Information in all
working languages should be further enhanced and improved in view of the
important public information tasks that they can perform. Services provided
by the Press Section of the Department both for the media and the delegations
should be improved. The Department should continue to co-operate closely with
and provide assistance to the United Nations Correspondents Association.

54. The Department of Public Information should improve the timely
distribution of its materials to subscribers and United Nations information
centres, particularly the UN Chronicle, a major source of information on the
United Nations, to its recipients and to reassess the effectiveness of this
publication and to report to the Committee on Information at its substantive
session in 1987.

55. The report on the programme and activities of the Joint United Nations.
Information Committee 24J shoulcq  be noted, particularly in regard to
Development Forum as the only inter-agency publication of the United Nations
system that concentrates on development issues, and the Secretary-General
should, while continuing his efforts to secure a sound and independent basis
for the periodical, make such arrangements as necessary, through the regular
budget, to ensure its continued publication. The resources of the United
Nations system should be pooled in support of Development Forum and
Development Business and any attempt in the United Nations system to duplicate
the functions performed by these publications should be avoided. All
specialized agencies and other organizations  of the United.Nations  system
should be urged to contribute to the financing of this system-wide
publication, thereby reoognizing its inter-agency character.

56. The Secretary-General should continue to ensure that Development Forum
retains its editorial policy of intellectual independence, thus enabling this
publication to continue to serve as a world-wide forum in which diverse-
opinions on issues related to economic and social development can be freely
expressed.

57. The Secretary-General should be encouraged to continue and intensify his
efforts to explore all possibilities of securing the adequate resources for
the continuation of the World Newspaper Supplement project.
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E . Statement adopted by the Committee on Information on
the occasion of  the Internat ional  Year of  Peace

70. The Committee on Information,

In reeponee  to General Assembly resolution 40/10 of 11 November 1985,
celehrdtee the eolemn Proclamation of the International Year of Peace approved
by the General Assembly in ita resolution 40/3 of 24 October 1985 and
e x p r e s s e s  i t s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  cont:ibute, w i t h i n  its areas  o f  c o m p e t e n c e ,  t o  t h e
a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  p o s i t i v e  r e s u l t s In the internat ional  co-operat ion aimed at
pranotinq peace during  the Year and beyond)

Expresses  the hope that  the aafequarding  of  peace *nd the  future  of
mankind,  which ie one of  the  primary object ives  of  the  United Nat ions  and the
main theme of  the  Internat ional  Year  of  Peace,  wi l l  be  ful ly  achieved)

Emphaeizea  the  important  inf luence of  information nnd communicat ion on
international  r e l a t i o n s  a n d  inter;latiocal  c o - o p e r a t i o n .

Notes
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ANNEX I

Statement by the Chairman of the Committee
at  the  opening of  the  substant ive  aeeeion

We are about to enter a new round of subetantive work of the Committee on
I n f o r m a t i o n ,  a  aesslion  t h a t  s u r e l y  w i l l  b e  of  areat  i n t e r e s t  n o t  o n l y  t o  i t s  6 9
member States. The essential thing now is the preservation and enhancement of the
s p e c i f i c  r o l e  o f  t h i s  f o r u m  i n  t h e  growlng  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d e b a t e  o n  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e ,
responeibility  a n d  taRk8  o f  inEormation, o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  exchanae o f
informat  ion. I t  is n e c e s s a r y ,  t h e r e f o r e , to prepare documents for submission to
the  forty- f iret  aeeeion of  the General  Assembly, which should provide the baaia for
j o i n t  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  b r o a d e s t  p o s s i b l e  s c o p e .

St ia for eight years now that the Committee on Information has proved its
worth as a forum of dialogue and understanding. O n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  i t s  t r i p l e  m a n d a t e
i t  hae o f f e r e d  i t s  m e m b e r  S t a t e e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t a k e  a n  a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  s h a p i n g
information pol ic ies  and programmes within  the United Nations  system and to explain
their  pos i t ions  on the  conduct  of  the  internat ional  exchange of  information.
Dialogue and understanding were both points  of  departure  and foundat ions  of  the
Committee’s work. It  was this dialogue and understanding that  made poseible  or
faci l i tated the adopt ion of  documents  baaed on the common wil l  of  States.  This
dialogue should be kept  intact , e s p e c i a l l y  a t  a  t i m e  l i k e  this w h e n  i n f o r m a t i o n
issues  have become a global  matter , -1utting  a  d e e p  i m p r i n t  o n  t h e  c o n f l i c t  o v e r  t h e
reetorat.ion  o f  n o r m a l c y  t o  internat,unal  r e l a t i o n s . Difference6  i n  t h e
socio-economic  eyetems of  States , i n  t h e i r  b a s i c  i d e o l o g i c a l  p o a l t i o n e ,  t h e i r  s i z e
or their location on our globe  must not be an. obstacle to a coneensua  based on
reaaon and real i sm.

Dist inguished delegates ,  i t  ie 10  year8  now s ince the concept  of  a  new world
information and communication order was placed on the agenda o. profeaaional and
p o l i t i c a l  d e b a t e s  o n  j o u r n a l i s m , information and maBe communicat ion.  The concept
eetablished by the non-aligned countries at New Delhi and Colombo and expected to
be fur ther  developed at, the  forthcoming summit  at  Harare has  undoubtedly  proved its
v a l u e . Its  bas ic  demands are  general ly  accepted today,  that  i s  to  overcome the
serious  inequal i t ies  marking the  internat ional  exchange of  information,  strengthen
media  eyeteme  in  developing countr ies  and work towards  construct ive  internat ional
co-operat ion on an equal  foot ing in  the  f ie ld  of  informat ion. T h e s e  o b j e c t i v e s  a r e
defined in important instruments such a8 the UNESCO 1978 mace media declaration g
or the 1980 MacBride  Report, y and also in recommendations of our Committee, and
have  been  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  i n i t i a l  p r a c t i c a l  steps through  t h e  establitrhment  o f  t h e
International Programme for the Development of Communication.

However, during the past decade no profound changes have as yet been
achieved. The old information order haa not been replaced by a new one.
I n e q u a l i t i e s  a n d  d i s p a r i t i e s  c o n t i n u e  t o  e x i s t . New dependenciee  have ensued  from
the tremendoue technoloqical  development of the media. Many queetione call for
v a l i d  answera. Theee include the expansion of  nat ional  information s tructures  in
developing countr  tea, the development  of  satel l i te-aided te lecommunicat ion,  data
and tna~~ communication systems, the establ ishment  of  global  communicat ion networks
and access  to  them, or the  poss ibi l i t ies  for  information and communicat ion
reaul t in9 from the need for the peaceful ue.e of’ outer apace. Information has
become one of the key r@sources  of our planet. This ie n o t  f r e e  f r o m  prob’leme.
“The information revolution”, eaid the Secretary-General  of  the  United Nat ions,
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Mr. PCrez d e  Cudllar, b e f o r e  t h e  A r q e n t i n e  C o u n c i l  f o r  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Relations,
“has  tr iggered a  c lash of  ideas  unprecedented in  his tory. Nowadays, t e l e v i s i o n
and,  above al l , t r a n e i s t e r  r a d i o s  i n s t a n t a n e o u s l y  hrina t o  e v e n  t h e  nest ifiO]ated
areas images, news and comment ,  which are  received bv viewers  and l i s teners  who arc
often i l l -prepared to  analyae and jJdqe them. I t  js h a r d l y  eurpriaina,  t h e r e f o r e ,
tha t  t h in  prodiqious  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  c u l t u r a l  a n d  illformation  h o r i z o n  i s  sometimes
perceived as  a  threat  to  nat ional  cohesion. T h e r e  i s  a  fear  o f  t h e  f a s c i n a t i o n
exerted by dominant  cul tures  and of  the  decl ine  or  loss  of  creat iv i ty  or  even
i d e n t i t y ,  w h i c h  m i g h t  r e s u l t .  A b o v e  a l l , t h e r e  i s  a  f e a r  o f  a n  i n v a s i o n  b y  ideab
or bel iefs  which are  incompatible  with the system of  valuea  on which society  i s
based.  ” T h e s e  questionn  a r e  o f  tremendaus  i n t e r e s t  n o t  o n l y  f o r  d e v e l o p i n o
countr iea. The consequences  of  new technologies  at  the  name t ime do concern tk,e
d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s ,  b e  i t  i n  t h e i r  p o s i t i v e  o r  i n  t h e i r  negative  a spec t s .

To evade the discuss ion of  such i s sues  would be bound to  have neoative
conseauences f o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s , for  understanding and co-operat ion amow
n a t i o n s .

The establ ishment  of  c new world information and communication order was the
subject of the second round table aponeored  by the United Nations and UNESCO at
Copenhasen  a few months aqo, which I  had the  opportuni ty  to  at tend. L e t  m e  f i r s t
say that  the meeting  ful ly  l ived up to  the  mandate  i t  had received from the General
Aauembly, t h a t  i s  t o  brinq  toqether  “ j o u r n a l i s t s , decis ion-makers  and researchers
in  various  disc ipl ines  concerned, r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m e d i a  a n d
p r o f e s s i o n a l  organizations  a n d  a s s o c i a t i o n s . ” A  great  d e a l  o f  c r e d i t  qoes t o  t h e
Under-Secretarv-General , Mr. Yasuahi Akashi, t o  t h e  A s s i s t a n t  D i r e c t o r - G e n e r  - s
Mr.  Henri Lopes,  and to  the  act ive  Danish hosts  for  the  careful  preparat ion of  the
even+. .

The main theme of  the  discuss ion at  Copenhagen was  the  def ini t ion of
conceptual  cr i ter ia  for  a  new world information and communicat ion order. Al thouah
the part ic ipants  s tarted from dif ferent  premises ,  there  wan a  wide measure of
agreement  on the object ives  to  be pursued. Most  of  the part ic ipants  advocated the
establ ishment  of  a  new order  that  would be free  from the  present  inequellities,  both
nat ional  and internat ional ,  would be based on the norms of  internat ional  law and
o r i e n t e d  towarda  a  l i v e l y  flar o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  p e a c e .

In line with the well-known UNESCO documents ,  p a r t i c i p a n t s  c o n c u r r e d  i n
referring  to the new order  ats an “evolving and cont inuous  process” and,  indeed,  as
a n  i r r e v e r s i b l e  o n e , whose purpose it was to change  thinqe aa they are  and create  a
more equitable  and ef fect ive  order. It  appears  that  such an approach can be
helpful  in  the forthcoming discuss ions  within this  Committee and in  the Special
Pol i t ical  Committee.

Let  me turn to  another  conclus ion to  be  drawn from the Copenhagen meeting8  a
n e w  o r d e r  doccl  n o t  m e a n  c u r b i n g  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  m e d i a  o r  o f  j o u r n a l i s t s .  On
t h e  contrary8 there can be no new order  unlesa  the  peoples ’  right to  seek,  receive
and impart information is implemented, t h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  o r d e r  u n l e s s  t h e  right o f
every  human being to  comprehensively  educate himself  and to  be informed is  put  into
p r a c t i c e . A c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  e x c h a n g e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a c c e s s  tc t h e
media,  and divers i ty  of sources of  informat ion remain key e lements r,f the new order
t o  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d . But i t  i s  equal ly  true that  freedoms must not  be seen divorced
from obl igat ions . Tn no event  must  their  exercise  run counter  to  the  purposes  and
p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  C h a r t e r  o f  t h e  IJnited N a t i o n s  b u t  moat  b e  i n  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  t h e
qenerally recognized  n o r m s  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w . TruthfulncRs  and a  sense  of
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a r e  t h e r e f o r e  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  c r i t e r i a  o f  a n v  i n f o r m a t i o n  a c t i v i t y .
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I n  i t s  recomnendationa, t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  I n f o r m a t i o n  hae alwayn  emphasized
that  the strengthening of  peace and of  internat ional  understandina  were major
object ives  of  an informat ion order. This  i s  even more relevant  in  the
Internat ional  Year of  Peace. The pertinent General Aaaembly resolution on the Year
o f  P e a c e  s t r e s s e s  t h e  g r e a t  r o l e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  in t h e  p r o m o t i o n  o f  p e a c e .  I t
should be recal led that  this  Committee, l i k e  o t h e r  u n i t e d  N a t i o n s  b o d i e s ,  is c a l l e d
u p o n  t o  u n d e r t a k e  s p e c i f i c  a c t i v i t i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  Y e a r . The obvious thing to do,
therefore, i s  to  appeal  to  the media  to  pursue information pol ic ies  that  are  based
on the  provis ions  of  the  Charter  and serve  the cause of  peace and disarmament.  I t
i s  neceesary  t o  h a r n e s s  t h e  great p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  maas m e d i a  i n  t h e  e f f o r t  t o
create  an atmosphere of  t rust  between States and peoples . The media and all
p e r s o n s  a n d  organizations  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  b e a r
a  high reeponsfbi l i ty  in  v iew of  the inf luence they exercise  on making Peace
last ingly  secure and promoting relat ions  of  good-neighbourl iness  and mutual ly
advantageous co-operation among States. Through truthful  and responsible  report ing
they can make a weighty  contr ibut ion to  peace. S u p p l e m e n t i n g  p o l i t i c a l ,  m i l i t a r y
and economic measures, they can help create  an atmosphere of  conf idence in
relat ions  between States that  ia so much needed in  the  world today .

Apart  f rom further  work on the concept  of  the content  of a new informat ion
o r d e r  i t  r e m a i n s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  d e v i s e  p r a c t i c a l  m e a s u r e s  o f  d i r e c t  a s s i s t a n c e  t o
developing coulltriee. The Internat ional  Programme fo r  the  Development  of
Communicat ion,  launched in  1980,  has  achieved a  great  deal  in  this  contextI  under
i t ,  we1 1  over  100 projects  have been carr ied out  for  the benef i t  of  developing
c o u n t r i e s , such as tra ining schemes for  journal is ts ,  development  of  radio  and
t e l e v i s i o n  s e r v i c e s ,  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  n e w s  a g e n c i e s ,  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s s ,  a n d
o t h e r s .

The fact  that  developing countr ies  have  received only  one fourth  of  what  they
had asked for  underl ines  the  need to  a l locate  more funds  to  the Programme.  At  the
s a m e  t i m e  i t  is i m p o r t a n t  t o  b e a r  i n  m i n d  t h a t  t h e  existence o f  s o p h i s t i c a t e d
communicat ion systems alone cannot  solve  the  outstanding problems. T h e  a c q u i s i t i o n
of  new technologies  must  not , for  example,  create  new,  permanent  dependencies .  In
t h i s  a r e a , t o o ,  e q u a l i t y ,  j u s t i c e  a n d  muI us1 b e n e f i t  m u s t  b e  m a d e  t o  s e r v e  a s  t h e
foundations of the common endeavours of States.

A cri t ical  analys is  of  the  information policies  and programmes within  the
United Nations system, and of the work of the Department of Public Information WI 1
a g a i n  b e  a  m a j o r  t o p i c  o f  o u r  d e l i b e r a t i o n s . T h e r e  i s  r e a s o n  t o  s t r e s s  once a g a i n
that  this  Committee  i s  the  body to  which the General  Assembly has entrust  ad the
mandate  of  discuss ing the relevant  quest ions in  an unbiased,  balanced and
business l ike manner.

It  is wel l  known that  the Deplrtment  as  the focal  point  of  the United Nations
informat ion services  i s  engaged in  a wide range of  act iv i t ies  in  the  way of
publ icat ions ,  audio  tapes ,  v ideo tapes ,  tra ining programmes,  meet ings ,  conferences ,
and other  things. These act iv i t ies  are  being appreciated and have a lways been
commended by the Committee. T h e  p r o g r e s s  r e p o r t s  submitted  b y  t h e  Secretary-
General  on the  var ious  programmes  are  a  ref lect ion of  what has been accomplished.
Those reports  wi l l  be  complemented by ural presentat ions. M a y  I  e x p r e s s  thank8 t o
t h e  Unller-Secretary-General, Mr.  Akashi ,  and the s taf f  of  his Department  for the
great commitment and dedicatlan they have shown. T h i s  a p p r e c i a t i o n  a l s o  r e l a t e s  t o
the committed preparat ion of  our  sess ion this  year. And may I use this opportunity
also to  wish the ilew  Secretary  of  the’commfttee, Mr. Chnar  Halim,  best  success  in
h i s  a c t i v i t i e s .
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It goea without saying that effectiveneon  and the concentrated use of the
available funds and resources will remain the main criteria in assessina the work
of the Department. Aa regards the adoption of further programmes, a sense of
realilm  based on what is needed and feasible should prevail more than ever in the
light of the critical financial situation facing the United Nationa. ‘It is logical
that the Department cannot undertake more and more programmes while the funds
remain the same or are beinq reduced. It is therefore l smential to set 9enUine
priorities in term6 of content, deriving them from the decisions of the General
Akaembly and the Security Council. Aa for necessary financial cuts, they must not
jeopardise priority programea  or question the balanced approach of the
Department. In ita activities the Department haa to take account of the p@itiOn
of majorities and minorities. It can never aerve only one group of interests.
Speaking about increased efficient:  , I should like ICO repeat my appeal from last
Year, namely to improve the co-ordination of all the, manifold information
activities within the United Nations system.

The mutual information on reaultn reached in different bodies could be an
initial step to atart  with. There can be no doubt that, for example, the
deliberationa  of the Committee on the Peat, ful Uses of Outer Space or the
Cunmission  on Transnational  Corporations are of great relevance for our Committee.
Finally, aa to our meeting this year, it should be mentioned that it la not
acceptable if activities planned by Memeber  States on a long-term basis are
curtailed by administrative decisions taken at short notice and without coneultinq
the groups. Budgetary cuts, any necessary changes reauire a balanced weighing of
all interests.

The time available to the Committee is limited. We therefore will have to
make a concentrated effort, exhausting whatever possibilities we have. And if we -
as we have so often aasured each other - want to return to consensus  on the final
documenta, we will need mutual understanding and readiness for comprcmire. Let us
work together along these lines, in an atmoaphere conducive to meaningful result8
that will further enhance the authority of the Committee on Information.

Notes

aJ Declaration on Fundamental Principles concerning the Contribution of the
Mars Media to Strrngthening Peace  and International Understanding, to the ProlnotiOn
of Human Rights and to Countering Racialism, Apartheid and Incitement to War,
adopted on 22 November 1978 by the General Conference of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization  at ita twentieth session.

Y Sean MacBride  and other Iny Voices, One World (London, Kwan PWe/
New York, Unipub/Paris,  UNESCO, 19b..  .
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ANNEX II

Draft recommendations submitted to the Committee on Information
byBelgium,  Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Federal Republic
Of ,  G r e e c e ,  I t a l y ,  J a p a n ,  t h e  News, Portuoal, SPain,
T-urkey, the United Kingdom of  Great  Bri ta in  and Northern Irelard

and the United States of  America*

1. The mandate of the Committee on Information, as set  for th  in  General  Assembly
resolut ion 34/182  of  19 December 1979 and recal led in  Assembly resolutions  35/201
of 16 December 1980, 36/149  B of 16 December 1981, 37/94 B of  10 December 1982,
38/82 B of 15 December 1983, 39/98 A of 14 December 1984 and .40/164 A of
16 December 1985, should be brought  in line with the consensus language of the
United Nations Educational, S c i e n t i f i c  a n d  C u l t u r a l  Organlzation, s o  t h a t  it b e
renewed as follower

“(81  T O  c o n t i n u e  t o  e x a m i n e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  p u b l i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  p o l i c i e s
a n d  a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n  t h e  l i g h t  of  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s ,
part icularly  during the past  two decades ,  a n d  o f  t h e  i m p e r a t i v e s  o f  t h e
establ ishment  of  the  new internat ional  economic order  and of  a new world
information and communication order ,  seen as an evolv ing and cont inuous
process8

“lb) T o  e v a l u a t e  a n d  f o l l o w  u p  t h e  e f f o r t s  m a d e  a n d  t h e  proqress
achieved by the  United Nations  system in  the f ie ld of  informat ion and
communications~

‘(c) To promote the establ ishment  of a new, more just  and more ef fect ive
world information and communication order ,  seen as  an evolv ing and cont inuous
process, intended to  s trengthen peace and internat ional  understanding and
based on the free  c irculat ion and wider  and better  balanced disseminat ion of
information and to make recommendations thereon to the General Assembly.”

2. The Committee  recal ls  art ic le  19 of the Universal  Declarat ion of  Human Ria~Xts,
which provides  that  everyone has the r ight  to  freedom of  opinion and express ion and
that  th is  r ight  includes  freedom to  hold opinions  without  interference and to  seek,
receive and impart information and idean through any media and regardless of
f r o n t i e r s . Th i s  ba s i c  h u m a n  r i g h t  s h o u l d  u n d e r l i e  a l l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f
information and communication.

3 . The Department  of  Publ ic  Information should promote to  the greatest  extent
possible  an informed understanding of  the work and purposes  of  the United Nations
and i t s  contr ibut ion to  the  wel l -being of  the  peoples  of  the world. I n  t h i s
connect ion,  coverage of  United Nations  act iv i t ies  in  the area of  social  and
economic development should be enhanced.

4. The Committee  again s tresses  that  the  Department  of  Publ ic  Information should:

( a )  M a i n t a i n  e d i t o r i a l  i n d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  a c c u r a c y  i n  a l l  i t s  m a t e r i a l s  a n d
e n s u r e  t h a t  i t s  o u t p u t  c o n t a i n e  o b j e c t i v e  a n d  equitable  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  i s s u e s
b e f o r e  t h e  Organization, ref letting  divergent opinions where the-7 occur 1

* Previously  i ssued as  document  A/AC.198/L.31.

-38-



(b) E n s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  b e  o p e n  a n d  u n h i n d e r e d  a c c e s s  t o  a l l  tlnited Nattone
materials  d is tr ibuted through United Nations  information centres .

5. I n  t h e  l i a h t  o f  t h e  preoen:: f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  Nationn a n d
the need, when appropriate, to  make resources  avai lable  for  new proqrammee,  the
Department  of  Publ ic  Information should maximize  the eff ic iency of  ita operat  iona
b y  reqularly r e v i e w i n q  t h e  c o s t s / b e n e f i t s  o f  i t s  progrannnea a n d  b y  sctntinizina i t s
administrat ive  and personnel  costs .

6 . In v iew of  the present  f inancial  d i f f icul t ies  of  the  United Nations,  which add
urgency and increased importance to  the  need of  the  Department  to  def ine  pr ior i t ies
for  i t s  work, the Committee  recommends that  the Department  at tach hiahest prlori ty
tot

(a) Programmes mandated by resolutions of the General Aseenhly  adopted by
consensus)

(b) Programmes reachinq  the qreatest  audience)

(c) Proqrammes  t h a t  a r e  m o s t  c o a t - e f f e c t i v e  a n d  f i n a n c i a l l y  feasible.

7 . The Departme  c of  Publ ic  T,lformation  is  requested anew,  within exist ina
resources , to  use al l  the  off ic ia l  lanquaqes  of  the General  Assembly adequately  in
i ts  documents and audio-v isual  documentat ion.

8 . The Secretary-General  should cont inue his  ef forts  to  develop a  system for
m o n i t o r i n g  a n d  e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f
P u b l i c  Information,  p a y i n g  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  n e e d ,  w i t h i n  existinq
resources , to  improve data-col lect ion procedures  with  reqard to  taraet  audiencen,
end-use  of  the Department ’s  products  and analys is  of  feedback data and the actual
use made by redisseminators  of  the  Departmc*nt’s  materials .

9 . Future reports  of  the Department  of  Publ ic  Information to  the  Committee  on
Inform,ation  bnd to the General Assembly, in  part icular  on new prwrammes or  or, the
expansion of cxiatinq  programmes, should contains

(a)  More adequate  informat ion on the output  of  the  Departmert  in respect of
each topic included in its work proqramme ,  which  f o r m s  the b a s i s  .,f i t s  prosr:  n m e
budqet p

(b) T h e  c o s t s  o f  the a c t i v i t i e s  u n d e r t a k e n  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  e a c h  topic8

(cl More adeauate  informat ion on tarcret auuiences,  end-use  of  the
Departn,ent’s p r o d u c t s , and analys is  of  feedback data  received bv the Department8

(d) T h e  D e p a r t m e n t ’ s e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  i t s  difPerent
proqrammes  a n d  a c t i v i t l e n ;

(e) A  s t a t e m e n t  (lebtailinq  t h e  p r i o r i t y  l e v e l  t h a t  the Secretary -Genera l  haA
attached to  current  or  futu e  act iv i t ies  of  the  Department  in  documents  deallna
wi th  s u c h  a c t i v i t i e s .

10. The Committee  once aqain requests that  the  Secretary-General  submit  hlH final
report  on the  role  of  the Department  of  Publ ic  Information as the focal  point  of
a l l  i n f o r m a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  Ilnited N a t i o n s , and recommends that no new
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informIt  i o n  units independerlt  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  h e  created  i n  t h e  Ilnited N a t i o n s
SeLretarint.

11. The Committee  recoanizes  t h e  unique f u n c t i o n  o f  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  Lnformaticjlr
centres  as one  of  the most  important  means of  disseminatinq informat ion about  the
United Nations amona  the peoples of I he world. In this  reaard,  the Commit tee
stresses  the need to  improve the effici?rcy  of  United Nations informat ion centres,
w i t h i n  exi?tino  resnllrcea. T h e  C o m m i t t e e  i s  s t r o n a l y  o f  t h e  v i e w ,  e s p e c i a l l y
aqainst  th b hackaround o f  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  d!fficultieaj  facino t h e  U n i t e d  NatiOnsi,

tha t  i n  t h e  interests  o f  e f f i c i e n c y  a n d  economy t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  c l o s e  c o - o r d i n a t i o n
o f  informat;on  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  U n i t e d  Nattons  s y s t e m . I n  o r d e r  f u r t h e r  t o
a v o i d  duplicatio?  o f  e f f o r t , there should he common information services wherever
p r a c t i c a b l e .

12. The Joint  United Nations Information Comm?ttce, as the errsent  iol instrument
for  inter-aqency co-ordinat ion and co-operat ion in  the tielti of  publ ic  in format ion,
s h o u l d  h e  furthpr  s t r  tnathened a n d  aiven  more responsibility  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c
information activitie  1 of  the  ent ire  United Nations  system.

13. T h e  C o m m i t t e e  recoqnizes ttrat f r e e  dirttrthutinn of m a t e r i a l s  i s  nece’:sary  i n
t h e  p u b l i c  ini<)rmation a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s ,  b u t ,  a s  d e m a n d s  I n c r e a s e
and w h t n e v e r  i t  i s  desicahle  a n d  p o s s i b l e , the Department  s.lauld  activelv encouraqc
t h e  s a l e  o f  its m a t e r i a l s .

14. In  order  to  enhance awareness  and understanding of  the  lof ty  objectives  of  th*
United Nations, t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Public  Tnforl*bation  s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  a s s i s t a n c e ,  i n
on object ive  and equitable  way, to  educat ional  institutl,,ns  of  Member  States  for
teachinq a b o u t  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s , as well  as the principles  and
a i m s  enunci.rted  i n  i t s  C h a r t e r .

15. The Department  of  Public Informat ion should,  as a  matter  of  pr ior i ty ,  cont inue
i t s  allnual tralnina  p r o q r a m m e  f o r  j o u r n a l i s t s  a n d  hroadcdsters  f r o m  d e v e l o p i n a
count1 i e s .

16. The Department  of  Public Information should continue  i ts  co-operatian  with the
Pool of Non-Aliqned News Aoencies, as well as with reclional  news agencies Of
developinq countr ies , and should ensure that  mress releases  and other  material3
prepared by the Department are provided tr the Pool and ;eqjonal aclencics.

17. With A  v iew to  assurino the best  posaihle  coveraw  ~~ United Nations

a c t i v i t i e s , the  Department  of  Qublic Information should again he reauested,  in
conformity  with  resolut ion 2  (T) of  1  February  1946, ;!nd t h e  p e r t i n e n t  i n s t r u c t  font;
of  the  Secretary-General , to  make balanced use  of  the two W O L  kinu ianqliaaes  of  the
Secretariat  in  i t s  wri t ten and audio-visual  documents . I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  thr>
Departmr?nt.  w i t h i n  e x i s t i n g  r e s o u r c e s , s h o u l d  give  tn t h e  conce-ned  divisdons  th:!
means t > ):roducti  and dis tr ibute  prpss  rnlenses  and “blue nntes” in  the two workino
la.,guayes 01 t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t .

1H. Ti19 coverage  provided by dail) press  rc leases  and the weekly nt.ds summary

Issued by the Department of PIA’II~C  Information s+ou!d he maintained to the extent.
p o s s i b l e , tak.inG  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t ’ s  a v a i l a b l e  r e s o u r c e s . S e r v i c e s
r>rovided at  the Press  Sect ion of  the  Department  for  th? media  should he improved.
The Department  should cont inue t<>  co-operate  c lose ly  with  and arnvide  assistanc6b  to
the Ilnitrd  Nations  Correspondents ’  .?soociation.
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19. The Department ot Public Information should diaeeminat.e  ir,formstioq  concerning
t h e  d e c i s i o n s  o f  t h e  Unitad N a t i o n s  dealing w i t h  a c t s  o f  t e t r o r i s m  i n  a l l  i t s
forms, particularly  General  Assembly consenslrn  resolut ions  40/61 of  9  December  lo’35
and 40/73 of 11 December 1995 a,ld the unanimous Security Council resolution
579 (19H5)  of 18 December 13R5 an well as the etatenrents by the President Of the
Secur!ty  Counci l  and the Secretary-General  on the  issue.

20. T h e  )mmittee tahes n o t e  o f  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  o u t c o m e  a n d  f i n a l  document &/ of
t h e  s p e c i a l  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  .lssembly  o n  t h e  c r i t i c a l  e c o n o m i c  s i t u a t i o n  i n
A f r i c a , a n d  urues  Cne Departmel,’ of  Publ ic  Information to  take further  s teps  to
p r o m o t e  public  awarenesa o f  t h e  n e e d  tar i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o - o p e r a t i o n  i n  allcviatina
the Irave economic s i tuat ion in  Afr ica.

21. The Committee  takes  note  of  the  report  oh: the  resul ts  of  the  dai ly  short-wave
b r o a d c a e t i n a  ex;>eriment h/ a n d  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s
of the Department of Public Informet.ion, recommends that  i t  consider  expandina  the
prouramme  of telephone news bu I Ietins.

22. The Committee  takes  note  ot the  review of  the  dis tr ibut ion of  photc materials
produced by the Department g/ and urges the implementation of the recommendations
contained in  that  report .

23. The Committee takes note of the report on measures taken to improve the
dis tr ibut ion of  taped radio  programmes,  rJ/ and rearrests  the  Department  of  Publ ic
Information to take appropriate measures in Rccordance  w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e
original  811  . e y .  e,/

22. The Committee takes note of the ‘ecision of the Department of Public
Information to  publ ish  the  UN Chronicle  on a  quarterly  l~sis,  ard urges  that  i t  be-..a-----
di:,tributed  on a t i m e l y  b a s i s  a n d  t h a t  i t s  c o n t e n t  h e  o b j e c t i v e  a n d  a d h e r e  t o  t h e
hiqhest  p r o f e s s i o n a l  standards.

25. The Committee  takes  note  of  the report  on the  proqramme and act iv i t ies  of  the
Joint U,.!ted Nations Information Committee, f/ a n d  uraes t h e  Secrrrary-General  t o
cont inue his  ef forts  to  secure a  sound and stable  f inancial  bas is  for  Development
Forum, the only  inter-aaencv publ icat ion of  the  United Nations  svstem that
concentrates on development !ss!res. The Secretary-General  should continuf  to
e n s u r e  t h a t  gevelopment  F o r u m  r e t a i n s  i t s  e d i t o r i a l  p o l i c y  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l
independence, thus  enabl ing this  publ icat ion to  cont inue to serve  as  a  world-wide
forum in  which diverse  opinions  on i ssues  relatina to  economic and sccisl
development can be freely expresr,ed.

26. T h e  C o m m i t t e e  taks,s  n o t e  0” t h e  r e p o r t  o n  t h e  second round t a b l e ,  CJ/  j o i r t l v
held at Copenhagen frc 2 to 7 April 1986 by the nepartm*?nt  of Pub1 ic Information
and the United Nnt ions Educational, Scient i f ic  and Cultural  Oraanizat ion.

27. In v iew of  the fact  that  the United Netions  operates  on a  biennial  budaet ,  and
in order  to  achieve  areeter  product iv i ty  and cost  ef fect iveness  and to  economise  on
conference and documentation costs, the o, lanizational end auhst.antive  meet inan of
the Committee on Informat on should be combined into one biennial session,
beqinninq  in  1987.

‘LB. The Committee recoonizes  that the establishment of a new world information and
cnmmunicet ion order, seen as  an eJolvina  and cont inuous  process ,  as  e laborated bv
consensus  at  the United Nations  Educat’onal, Sct*n’ i f i c  a n d  C u l t u r a l  Oradnizati*ltr,
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w h i c h  r e t a i n s  t h e  c e n t r a l  r o l e  i n  t h i s  i s s u e , r e q u i r e s  t h e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  i n
ptacticai meaaure8 01 a l l  countrips, the [Jnited  Nations system as a whole and a11
othert;  concerned.

29. With .1 v iew to  diversifying  the sources  of  information as  a  s teo towards  free
and more balanced informaticu, the United Nations  syetem  as  a  whole,  as  wel l  as  the
developed countr ies, should be uraed to co-operate in a concerted manner with the
developino countr ies  towards  etrenothenina the  information and communication
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s  o f  t h e  ldtter c o u n t r i e s , in accordance with their development
p r i o r i t i e s . I n  t h i s  reaard, f u l l  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Prouramme  f o r  t h e
Development of Communication of the Onited Nations Educat.ional,  Scientific and
Cultural  Oroanizotion  should be emphasized. T h i s  proaramme silould encauraqe  a n d
st imulate  a  rridc, ranae of  projecta des ianed to  improve the  communicat ion
cqpahil iti F; o f  developinc  countr  tes.

30. LJeae?t  a t t e n t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  given t o  t h e  elimination  o f  a l l  o b s t a c l e s ,  b o t h
interna  1 an*: tBxterna1, to the free  f low and wider  and het.ter balanced disseminat ion
ot intormat~ion, ideas  and knowledue.

31. The Committee recoanizea  that the development of human resources is
indispensable  for  the  :mproveJnent  of  information and communicat ion systems in
develoulna  c o u n t r i e s ,  a n d  s u p p o r t s t h e  continuation a n d  ntrenqthenino  o f  p r a c t i c a l
training programmet  s u c h  a s  the 1. a lreadv ooeratinc,  under  both public  and private
auspices throuahout tht developinq wor Id.

32. The Committee uraes the Department of Public Information t +) encouraoe  wider
coveraqe by the  mar:8  media  of  the  ef forts  o f the  developino countr ies  to  achieve
e c o n o m i c ,  s o c i a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  proaress  a n d  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  ir ernattonPL
community to that end. The C o m m i t t e e  urges  all c o u n t r i e s  t o  e x t e n d  any ausistanre
that  journal is ts  may need for  the  free  and effactive performance of  their
p r o f e s s i o n a l  t a s k s .

Notes

y General Assembly resolution S-13/2 of 1 June 1986.

Y A/AC. 19tJ/llO.

z/ A,‘&.  198/109.

iv A/AC.198/104.

!L? A/AC. 198/99  -

u A/AC.l9H/lll.

!Y A/AC. IVH/97.
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ANNEX I I I

Draft reconxnendatione  submitted to the Committee on Information
by the  eocialiet  States  of  Eastern Europe*

1. Al 1 countr  ierr, the United Nations  syntem  as  a  whole and al l  others concerned
should col laborate  in  the establishment of  a  new world  informat ion and
communicat ion order  baaed,  inter  alia, on the free  c irculat ion and wider  and better
balanced disseminat ion of  information ,  qliaranteeina  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  s o u r c e s  0~
i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  f r e e  accearr  t o  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  urgent n e e d  t o
change the dependent  status  of  the  developinq countr ica  in  the  f ie ld  of  information
and communication, as t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  s o v e r e i g n  equrrlity  amono  n a t i o n s  e x t e n d s
a l s o  t o  this f i e l d ,  a n d  i n t e n d e d  a l s o  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  P e a c e  a n d  i n t e r n a t t o n e l
underatandinq, e n a b l i n q  a l l  p e r s o n s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  e f f e c t i v e l y  i n  p o l i t i c a l ,
econom I c , s o c i a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  l i f e ,  a n d  promotinq u n d e r s t a n d i n q  a n d  friendship
amonq al l  nat ion8 and human riqhts .

2. T h e  onqoinu e f f o r t s  o f  the U n i t e d  Nation8 E d u c a t i o n a l ,  S c i e n t i f i c  a n d  C u l t u r a l
Orqanization  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  c l a r i f i c a t i o n , e l a b o r a t i o n  a n d  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e
concept of a new international information and communication order should be
noted. With reqard to  the character  of  a  new, more just  and more effect ive  world
information and communicat ion order  a8 a  cont inuous  and evolving,  but  a lso an
i rrevers ible  and proqreaeive,  process , r e s o l u t i o n s  4/19 o f  2 7  O c t o b e r  1980, g 3 . 1
of 25 November 1983 h/ and 3.1 of 8 November 1985, d which the General Conference
of  the United Nations  Educat ional , Scientitic and Cultural  Orqanization  adopted by
consensus shoul<l  be recal led.

3. U n d e r  t h e  c u r r e n t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  c l i m a t e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  c o n f l i c t s  a n d  e c o n a i c
d I sorder, the Committee on Information, f u l l y  a w a r e  a n d  coqnizant  o f  ;he i m p o r t a n t
contr+bution  that  the mass media world wide can make in enhancinq  and strenqthening
peace,  deepening internat ional  understanding, gomotinq  juetice,  eouality,  n a t i o n a l
independence, development , the exercise  of human riqhts  and,  inseparably  l inked,
the eetabliRhment  of  a  new internat ional  information and communicat ion order,
recommends that the General Assembly address appeals to the following:

( a )  T h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m e d i a , i n  o r d e r  t o  o b t a i n  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  e f f o r t s
of  the  Jnternational  community  toward8  qlobal  development  and,  in  part icular ,  for
t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  developrna  c o u n t r i e s  t o  a c h i e v e  e c o n o m i c ,  social a n d  c u l t u r a l
prwressj

(b) The United Nations  syetem as  a  whole  to  co-operate  in  a  concerted manner,
throuqh lta informat ion 8erviceB, 1 I promotina  t h e  o e v e l o p m e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e
United Nations  and,  in  part icular, the  improvement  of  the  conditionn  of  the  live8
o f  t h e  peoplee  o f  t h e  developinu  countries..

S u c h  appeala s h o u l d  b e  a i m e d  a t  achievinq a  m o r e  compreheneive  a n d  r e a l i s t i c  image
o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  Nationa  s y s t e m  i n  a l l  i t s  p u r p o s e s
and endeavours, ati l a i d  dowr. i n  t h e  C h a r t e r  o f  t h e  IJnited Nations.

4. Mib:dful o f  t h e  p r o c l a m a t i o n  b y  t h e  General  Asr, m b l y  a t  it8 f o r t i e t h  s e s s i o n  of
the Internat ional  year  of  Peace, d_/ fltipulatina  t h a t  peoples m u s t  l i v e  t o g e t h e r  i n

l Previously  i ssued as  document  A/AC.‘9H/L.32.
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peace and practise tolerance , and stressing the need for renewed thought and action
Ear the prcmotion of peace , and the Declaration on the Preparation of Sociekies for
Life in Peace, eJ the Committee on Information recommends that the Assembly address
an appeal to intergovernmental and non-qovernmental organfzations,  the media and
professional orqanizations of media representatives and corporations, Bath private
and public, as well as others participating in the flow of information on
international levels, inviting  them:

la) To contribute in their fields of competence to the strenqthening  of
international peace, of efforts leadin to disarmament and to the enhsncer~%?nt  Of
the economic and political independence of the developing countries)

(b) To render all the support possible and necessary Par a mmx balanced Eiow
of information in greater reciprocity, aiming  at the creation of a situation
conducive to an international exehanqe of information on 8 just and eqtrcal  basis5

(c) To observe the principle of swerefon equality  of all States Members of
the United Nations also in the field of information and ~o~u~~~~t~o~~ thus
respecting the free choice of their imrdependtifnt  economicI social and cultural
development;

(d) To provide for a Greater fly of truthful and balanced information
between peoples in order to enhance awareness of each other’s national aspirations
and the degree of mutual knowledge  amon themp thus promQ%ing  a clbmirte  of
confidence in relations among Statesa.

5. Reaffirminq the lofty objectives of the International Year of Pease as
proclaimed by the Genera1  AssemhXya the Committee on Information emphasizes that
the dissemination of information on the noble purpsea  and achiewenaents of the
United Nations is an essential tkk. In this reoard@ the elaboratian  of a
declaration on the contribution of the mass  media t0 the stsangthcning  of peace,
international understandiN  and co-operation should be considered, The Clommittee
On Information recommends that the Department of Publie?  Information, within the
framework of its activities, should pay great attention to the world being wall-
informed about such important political qestions  as the strenqthcninq  of peace,
disarmament, the development of understandiw  and confidence among peoples and
should thus contribute to brinkpin about a comprehensive system of international
S@CUhity.

6, Reaffirming the primary role that the General Assembly is to play in
elaborating, co-omdinati~  and harmonising United Nations policies alad activities
in the field of information and recoqnizinq the central and important role of the
united Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation  in the field of
information and communication, the Committee on Information recommends that the
United Nations system as a whole and all others concerned should be urqad to give
that organisation adequate support and assistance in the field of i~~ormat~~~  and
communication. The Department of Public Information, %n particular, should
co-operate more reqularly with the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organisation, especially at the workin  lewal p with a view t o  maximizina
the contributians  of the DepartsWIt  to the efforts of that organizwtion in
prcxnotinq the establishment of a new world information and communioation  order and
to disseminating as widely as possible inferrmation on the actiwitdes  of that
organization in this respect.

7 . Acknowledging  the constructive dialeue, the assessment of practical
experiences and the positive results achieved at the second international round
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tablr~ on a new  world information and communication order, held at Cqenhtlqen  from 2
t.0 ‘7 A p r i l  1986, v the Committee on Information recommends that the Becretary-
Gnnerill  should be requested to  arranqe, joint ly  with the United Nations
E’duce:  irrnf  1 ,  Scient i f ic  and Cultural  Orqanizat ion,  for  a  third round table  on a  new
wnrld information and rommunication  order  to  be  held  not  later  than 1988.

f! . The Wcratsry-General  should be requested to  ensure,  under  the  prevai l ina
:~~.rc~umstsnces  o f  fLnanuia1  c o n s t r a i n t ,  t h a t  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f
Public Jnformation, as  the focal  point  of  the publ ic  information tasks  of the
IJrritcd Matli)na, are s trengthened,  keeping in  v iew the principles  of  the Charter  of
the Upi’ ?ed Nations  a n d  a l o n g  t h e  l i n e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  p e r t i n e n t  r e e o l u t l o n s  o f
ihc :;rneral  Assembly and the recommendations of the Committee on Information, so as
to enfiure  h IlKWe  c o h e r e n t  coverage o f  und a  b e t t e r  knowledge  a b o u t  t h e  U n i t e d
Nation3  and i t s  woKk, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  i t s  p r i o r i t y  a r e a s ,  s u c h  a s  t h o s e  s t a t e d  i n
section  111,  gararrraph 1, of Aaaembly resolution 35/201 of 16 December 1380,
including incernationnl peace and securi ty ,  d isarmament,  peace-keeping and peace-
mirk  ina opera!: Cons, decolonizat ion, the promotion of human rights,  the struggle
againer  apartheid  a n d  racisl  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , economic, social and development-_“._.,-.
i II F? w? B , the inteuratfon of women in  the  struqqle  for  peace and deve’lopnent,  the
est~blYshment  of  if new international  economix  order  and of  a  new world  informat ion
:rnd communication order ,, the work of the United Nations Council for Namibia and
prcrurnmee  on women and y ?;t?>.

9. Tak Ing i n t o  accour~t  t.hr requirement8 of  f inancial  constraint ,  the  Committee  on
Informat.C.on  urqes the It)wpartment  o f  Public  I n f o r m a t i o n  t o  c o n t i n u e  c o v e r a g e  b y
press ra:eaats  r~rrd i n  o t h e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  w a y s  i n  areas o f  p r i o r i t y  t o  t h e  Geneial
Asluembly. Special  attantiorr  should be devoted to  the  meet inae of  committees  and
the Wtivitien  o f  relav*:nt:  bodie$.r  established  i n  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  t h e s e  p r i o r i t i e s .

10. Iux conformity with the relevant General Assembly resolutions, the Department
arf PuhIiq: Information should  be encouraged to  qive appropriate  eupporl:  in  promoting
the noble  ooals and accompl ishmerrts  of  the United Nations  as  a major torum  for  the
Wnstructive  dialoqus  aimed it t h e  poo;inq  o f  e f f o r t s  o f  St.?tee t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o
btlo s o l u t i o n  o f  v i t a l  war Id  ;sroblema. A l l  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e
iMpaKttW!nt should be guided by the aspirations  for  both a new internat ional
?t:nnomic  order  and h new wor:Id informat ion and communicat ion o-der.

1 1 <, ‘Pha Committee  w Pr.fuemution again s tresses  that  the Department  c)f Publ ic
1nformatiorv  should  mnint.ain  edltorfal  indepe~ldcnce a n d  a c c u r a c y  i n  a l l  maLeria1
p~‘CJdUf:!+?d  hy t h e  Depcrr  tment .yhn*’ eh uld  promote to  the  qreatest  extent  poss ible  an
informcrd  undrrutandin;; of the work and purposes of the United Nations trmonq the
PW~>~QS  Of the WOr  Id I T h e  rlcpartment  s h o u l d  enauce tha t  it.6 o u t p u t  c o n t a i n s
0hjec:t  ivc, ba?~~r!c~d  and ea\;itatle  informat ion about  i s sues  before  the  Oroanizat ion,
r@f!r?ctinli  I?lt the?  snme t i m e  d i v e r g e n t  o p i n i o n s  wllcre  t h e y  occur  a p p r o p r i a t e l y .

1%. The CrwaIttcr  on Information recommends that  the  media,  especial ly  radio
broodcasting,  should c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  fosterina  o f  p e a c e  and  t h a t  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s
s h o u l d  h e  hsed o n  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  m u t u a l  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  flovereianty  o f  S t a t e s ,
non-rnterference and se l f -determinat ion.

13 . I n  o r d e r  t o  enhcnce  a w a r e n e s s  a n d  underntsndina  o f  t h e  l o f t y  o b j e c t i v e s  OF  t h e
United Nations, the Dppsrtment  of Pub1 ic Information should endeavour to promote
teaching in  the educat ional  institotione of  Member States  shout  the  s tructure,
principles  and aimn 01 the  Oroanizat ion in  conformity  with  the  relevant resolut ions
of the General Assembly anC’ the Economic and Soc!.al  Council. In order to implement
this recommendation, t h e  Deportmrnt  s h o u l d  c o n t i n u e  t o  orosnize,  o n  a  y e a r l y  has18,
a  f e l l o w s h i p  programme f o r  *bducators.
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14. In v iew of  the importance of  United Nations  broadcast ing for  the ‘European
reoion,  the  funct ions  of  the  European Unit  in  the Radio Service  should be enhanced
and maintained.

15. Bear  ino in  mind the important  task of  promotinq  to  the qreatcat extent
possible  an informed understanding  of  the  work and the purpoaea of  .he United
Nations amonq  the peoples of the wor Id, the role  of  United Nat ions  information
centres  should  be s trengthened. The Committee on Information s tresses  the need to
c o n s i d e r  t h e  i n t r i n s i c  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c e n t r e s  as distinct f r o m  U n i t e d
Nations  development  act iv i t ies . At the same t ime,  co-operat ion between the
Department of Public Information and the United Nations Development Programme  in
this  regard should  be enhanced.

16. JJnder the quidance  of  the  Department  of  Publ ic  Information,  the  United Net ions
informat ion centres sholrld  cont inue to  assist press  and information media  in  thei r
respect ive  countries  in  accordance with the mandate  aiven  by the General  Assembly
and,  later  alta, pranote the establ ishment  of  a  new world information and
cosnnunicat  ion order.

17. The World Disarmament Campaiqn  should oive ful l  consideration  to  the  role  of
mass media as the most ef Eective way to promote in wor Id puhl ic opinion a climate
of  understanding,  conf idence and co-operat ion conducive  to  peace and diearmament,
the enhancement of t uman rights and devclopnent. I n  v i e w  o f  t h e  t h i r d  s p e c i a l
sess ion of  the  General  Assembly devoted to  diearmamer  t ,  the Department  of  Publ ic
Information ahould s trengthen i t s  role  to  promote the effect iveness  of  the  World
Disarmament Campaicn and Disarmament Week.

18. The etepa taken by the Department of Public Information in redreasitru  the
imbalance in  1 ta s taff  should be noted. The Department  ahould cont inue to
intenaifl  i t s  e f f o r t s  t o  t h a t  a n d  a n d  t h e  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  s h o u l d  b e  reauepted  to
take urgent  steps to  increase  the representat ion of  underrepresented croups  of
c o u n t r i e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  a c h i e v e  a  b a l a n c e  i n  t h e  r e g i o n a l  d i a t r i h u t i o n  crf pa t s
within the Department  both i;z the f ie ld  and at  Hcadquartere.

19. Th? Depnrtment  of  Publ ic  Information ahould improve the  t imely  diotribution  of
its m a t e r i a l a  t o  United “,tione intormatian  c e n t r e s  a n d  s u b s c r i b e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y
the UN Chronicle, se an Important source o f  informati-7  o n  [Jnited N a t i o n s
a c t i v i t i e s .

Notes

fl S e e  U n i t e d  Nattone E d u c a t i o n a l , S c i e n t i f i c  a n d  C u l t u r a l  Organization,
Record8  of  the  General  Conference,  Twenty-f irs t  Scsaior,,  vol .  1 ,  Resolut iona,
eect. III.

y ,g., T w e n t y - s e c o n d  Besslon, v o l .  1 ,  Reaolutionfz,  sect. II.

CJ u., T w e n t y - t h i r d  Session, v o l .  1 ,  R e s o l u t i o n s ,  s e c t .  I I I .

sv General  Asaembly resolut ion 40/3 of  24 October  IgUS, annex.

!v C&nersl  A s s e m b l y  rcroolution  33/73  OF 15 J%cember 1978.

f/ A/AC. 198/97.
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Draft decision nubmittcd to the Committer! on Information hy Mo~~qolia

onthe occas ion  of  the  for t ie th  anniversary  of  the Uni ted  NRtions
Educa t iona l ,  Sc ien t i f i c  and  Cul tu ra l  Oraanixation

The Committee  on Information,

Reaffirmincc  i t s  strong :;upport  for  the  United Na t ions  Educotior1o1, Scien t i f ic
.3rid C u l t u r a l  Orqanieetion,

Conaiderinq the forthc.‘7inq  fortieth anniversary of the United Nations
Educa  t iona 1, S c i e n t i f i c  an- Jltrtral Orqanixation  to be observed  in November 1906
Ps an  impor tan t  e v e n t  in  in te rna t iona l  l i fe ,

I\equestca the  Department  of  Publ ic  Informat ion  to  pay pa r t i cu la r  a t t en t ion  to
this e v e n t  a n d  t o  m a k e  broad  use of  tha t  anniversary  for  the  dinsemination  of
information on the role of the United Nations and the United Nations Educetionolr
Sc ien t i f ic  e n d  Cultural Orgenieation  in  a l l  the  f ie lds  of  the  Uni ted  Nat ions
Educationnl,  Sc ien t i f i c  and  Cul tu ra l  Orqanization’s  competence  - educa t ion ,  science
and culture.
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