
LJNITED NATIONS 

GENERAL 
A S S _E:·M''-B L'Y . . ~ ~ . . . 

.. . ', . ~ . ·. ' ' 

Distr. 
GENERAL 

A/3955 
22. October 1958 . . ·, . '. . . 

· · · OlUGINAid 'ENGLISH 
: :, ' ... 

t , • , 1 I : . ' ' '' -.. ' - • ' 

LETTER DATED 22 OCTOBER 1958 FROM··. THE PERMANENT:· REPRESENTATIVE. OF · 
mE ··UNITED KINGDOM -OF GREAT BRITAIN AND .NORTHERN. IRELAND TO THE 

, .. . · : uro:mn NA'.CJ:ONs, ADDRE!$SED To · m ~~~~ · 

New York, 22 . October 1958 
. ' I · I · ' ', ' • ' .. 

I have· the honour to transmit the text .of a._ Note delivered' to the_ ~istry 

>f Foreign Af'f'ai-rs of the Union of Soviet . Sociali~t._l~epubl,.ics on 20. 0ctob~r by 

1er Britemdc 'MaJesty's Emba~y in Moscow. , . 

I should be grateful--if you would arrange tor .it to- be c.irc~at~ci for the 

l.nfoma.tion of eJ.l Members of the United Nations. 

--·. ' (Sigr:eQ.) Pierson DlXON 
. -- . . 
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Her Br.itannfc Majesty 'a Embassy present their compliments to the Ministry 

pf Foreigli Affairs to the Union of Soviet Socie.list Rep\lblics, and have the 

honour to r~fer to the Ministry's Note of~ October 1958, about the negotiations 
• • • ': • 'T ~ • - • - • 

which a.re to t~· ·.place a.t Geneva. on 'l October among tbe Government s of the . . ' . 
United States, Union.of Soviet .So¢1aliat Republics . and United Kingdom on the 

question of the suspension of nuclear weapons tests and the establishment of an 

international control system. 

Her MajestY ts Gove~nt take note of the statement in the Soviet Note 

that the aim of the Conference would be the conclusion o-f an agreement to cease 

tests of: atom:f:c· and hydrogen weapons by States for ever, and the establishment of 

appropriate control over the implementation of such an agreement. For their part 

it is tb~· sincere and earnest hope of Her Majesty's Government that the 

Conference will make sufficient progress to justtty the expectation that the final 

termination of all · nuclear tests explosions lil8¥ in due course be achieved. Her 

Majesty 1s Government have al.we.ys accepted as a most desirable objective the final 

~erminatio~ of nuclear test explosions; but they feel it necessary to draw 

attention once more to the terms of their · statement of 22 August 1958, which was 

communicated to the Ministry of .Foreign Affairs of the Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republics in the Embassy's note of that day. In this statement Her Majesty's 

Govermnent declared that they would be prepared to refre.i:n from nuclear tests, 

for further successive periods of one year after the initial suspensi on of one year, 
:provided that the Soviet Union would do the same, and that satisfactory progress bad 

been D.lflde towards the inste.llation of an effective system ~ internati onal control 

over the suspension of nucl.ear tests am. towards the adoption and execution of 

measures of ree.l dise.rmement. If sufficient progress can be made in this way at 

the Geneva Conference which is to open on 'l October, and .subsequently in the 

practical introduction of an effective international system of contro1 and the 

adoption and execution of measures oi' real disarmament, then there is no reason 

why any of the three P01rers participating in it shoul.d, a.:f'ter the Conference bas 

{!ret, ever again require to conduct nuclear t est explosions. 

For their part Her Majesty's Government attach the greatest importance to 

ensuring the success of the Geneva negotiations and the conclusion of a satisfactory 

~reement as soon as possible, and Her r4ajesty ts Govermnent have no objection in 
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principle to the attendance of Foreign Ministers at these negotiations. But it 

should be recognized that in order to bring the negotiations to a successful 

conc~usion much detailed worlt will be necesser; to dee.~ vrith the complex political 

a.nd technical. matters entailed in putting into effect the recoroD"enda~.,;ions of the 

ear~ier Geneva Conference of Experts. Her Majestyta Government consider, therefore, 

that it woul.d be impracticable for Foreign Ministers to attend. for the whole 

tiuration of the c.oof'erence. If', as the discussions proceed, the presence of 

Foreign Ministers seems necessary a.nd desirable, Mr. Selwyn Lloyd vrould be 

prepared to attend. 
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