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I have the honour to t~smit to you h~re,fith the text of a note dated 

1 October 1958 from t~e Goverm.ent of the Union of Soviet Soe:t.alist Republies 

to the Government of the United States concerning the d.iscontinmmce of atomic 

and hydrogen weapon~ tests. 

I should be. .g!M. if you would arrange tor th~s note to be issued as 

an officiaJ. United Nations document and circulated to all States Members of 

tbe United Nations. 

(Signed) A. SOBOLEV 
Permane~t Re~resentative of the USSR 

to t e United Nations · 
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NOTE FROM THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT TO TIIE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
dated l October 1958 

The· Ministry·. of ;Fereign Affairs of the USSR presents its compliments to 

the Embassy of the United States of America and} in connexion "Tith the Embassy's 

note No. 262 o:r 10· September ·l958,Y•-ha.s:··the honour to make the following .. . 
. ~ , . 

statement on the-instructions of the. Soviet· Government. 
. . ' 

Note is taken of the United States Government's favourable reply to the 

Soviet Government.'~ :proposal .tba.t negotiations on the discontinuance of nuclear 
. . . . . . 

weapons tests by all the Powe~a possessing such weapons sh~uld be held at 

Geneva. T!ie' d~te on ~hich· th~ negotiations are to begj.n - 31 Oct ober 1958 :.; ;. : 

and the place ~he:re .-the.§ a;e :tg···be held may accordingly ·be regarded ·as haVing 

been agreed· up~n. '· 

As regards the objectives of the forthcoming conference, t he Soviet Government 
. . 

deems it necessacy to reaffirm its posi t ionJI . set forth in' tl!.e . Mini.l~rtr;y: t s . note· o:f 

30 August, that the purpose of such a coni'eJ!.ence · is to conclude an agreement on 

the permanent discontinuance of atomic and hydrogen weapons tests by the States 

and to establish an appropriate control system for the enforcement of such an 

agreement. 

Now that the con:fei'ence of experts which met at Geneva has confirmed that 

no atomic or hy<U;-ogen weapons tests can escape detection there can be nothing 

to prevent those Pmrers which possess nuclear weapons frcm concluding an agreement 

to discontinue the testing of all types of atomic and hydrogen weapons 

immediately and for all time. 

Inammuch as the immediate general discontinuance of nuclear weapons t ests is 

an urgent problem which affects the vita~ interests of all mankind, the Soviet 

Government hopes that the participants in the conference will make every effort 

to ensure that an appropriate agreement is arrived at and signed as rapidly as 

possible. 

Consequently, the Soviet Government believes that the c~n:ference should be 

held at the level of the Mlnisters of Foreign Affairs of tbe Soviet Union, the 

Uni t ed States and the Uhited Kingdom. 

The Soviet Oovtu"'Illllent expresses the hope that the United States Government . . 
will give carefuJ. study to these propose.l.s · by the Soviet Government and will 

make a favourable reply to them. 
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