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Letter dated 23 March 19?7 _f,L"!l=t@ the
German Democratic Rer)ublic to the__United Nations addr to the

S e e r el-. a rw-l') an eral

T have the honour to tra"nsn-it to you a letter of the Minister for Foreign
Affairs of the Gernan Democratic Republic, H,E. I'{r, Os.[ar Fischer, regarding
resolution 3l/IB9 B of the thirty-first session of the General Assembly on the
convocation of a specia-l session of the Assembly devoted to disarnament,

T reorrcst \r.ir i-..) h^ve the l-etter circulated as an official document Of the
General- Assembly under item 51 of the preliminary list.

(signea) Peter trloRrlT
DAn,t1/ [4 i h i ct a? P^T E.rai oh A ff e i t-c

Permanent Representative of the
Gepnar De"noera.t i c Reoublic

to the United Nations

n A/32/50.

77-05932
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ANNff

_Letter aate0 fg Marc
the Gernain ll.nxocrgllc Republic to the Secr

with 
"efefence 

to resolution 31/189 3 of the United Nations General Assembly
on the convening of a United Nations special session devoted to disarmament, I
sholld fike to lnform you as follows:

The German Denocratic Republic regards it as the most irnportant and
urgent tasks of our time to remove the threat of a new worl"d war and to
achieve disarmament. I\rhile certain partiaf results have been achi.eved in arns
limitation and disarmament, the fact remains that tbe arms race goes on. In
the Bucharest Declaration of November I97 6 ot the Warsaw Treaty participating
states (A/31/\31-s/r2255 , annex I), the Gernan Democratic Bepublic joined the
other Treaty nenbers in expressing their readiness actively and constructj-vely
to co-operate with all States in solving these prob]'ems ' which concern the
nost el-ementany interests of mankind.. In striving to bring about the
cessation of the arms ?ace as r^rell as effective steps towards disarmament,
the German Democratic Repub.Iic is in harmony vith the rnajority of States
ilerterE cf -uhe Ur"lted l\laiions and with peace-]ci'ing nankind'

In the wake of political d6tente, tangible opportrrnities have emerged
for achieving far-"eaching international agreements in the field of
disarmament. These opportunities rnust now be used with sti11 greater reso.Ive
in order to check the material preparations for var, to strengthen peace and
security and to free the peopfes from the huge burden pfaced on then by
arma.rnents,

The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics has proposed that the problems
of disarmament should be discussed in their entire scope at a world
disarmarnent conference. This idea has met with vorld-wide appl'oval. The
United Nations has supported it in several resolutions. The Gernlan Denocratic
Republic is convinced that such a world for':m, if vested with the necessary
povers, vould have the authority and the potential to achieve a real
break-through in the negotiations on di sarnament and to move closer to the
ultimate goal of general and conpl-ete disarmament.

The holding of a United Nations special session devoted to disarn'lament 'as decided by the Cenera.l Assembly at its thirty-first session, uou-Id be an
important stage on the road to such a vorld conference. The special session
should, in our opinion" give priority to the task of working out rneasul'es for
the substantive and organizational preparation and the holding of the World
Disarnanent Conference. In so doing, it would a.Iso take d-ue account of the
specific references in this regard contained in the Political Decfaration of
cofombo (A/3r/r97, annex r). The special session eould provide an opportunity
for conducting a comprehensive exchange of views on the long-tern and topical
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questions of disarmament and arms lirnitation and for discussing specific
partial measures. In this respect. maximrm attention shoufd be devoted to the
ttMemorand.um of the Soviet Union on questions of ending the arms race and
disarnament " of September f97 6 (A/3f /n2) which constitutes an important
reference document for the planned special session of the General Assenbly,
because it covers al-l essentiaf problems of disarmament in their
interrelationship and, noreover, points out ways of solving them.

The special- session should contribute by appropriate neans to further
progress in the work of existing multilateral fora dealing ruith d.isarmanent.
Thj.s is desirable in particular for the Confe"ence of the Cornnittee on
Disarmament at Geneva, vhich has stood its test as an effective working organ,
with a reeord of concrete results achieved in disarnarnent negotiations.

Tn determining the procedures and working method of the special session,
the basic eonsideration should be that the problens of arms limitation and
disarmament affect the interests of at1 peoples aJld that, consequently, the
constructive co-operation of all States and, in partieular, of the rnaJor
Powers is needed to solve them.

To achieve good. results naturally presupposes strict respect for the
principle of undiminished security for atl parties invofved. The results of
the special session r0ight be laid dovn in a joint declaration of intent,
which l.tould be helpful in co-ordinating activities in the fieid of disarmanent.

The German Democratic Republic feels strongly about the need. to ensure
that the speciaf session r^rill nake an effective contribution to solving the
problems of disarmefient. The preparation of the session 1.Ii11 therefore be an
exacting task - a fact that should be taken lnto account in the composition of
the Preparatory Connxittee and in the organization of its work,

( ijlgned / usKar i'-Lbuillrt{


