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The~mee£ing‘was-called-to order at 5.35 p.m.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The agenda<wa5vadopted;

THE SITUATION IN PANZMA

LETTER DATED 20 DECEMBER 1989 FRQM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF NICARAGUA

TO THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL
(5/21034) | o | S

The PRESIDENT (intétpretatibn'fromisbaniSh)z Inbaccordance‘with the
decisions taken at the previous meetings én thié item; 1 invite the representative
of Nicaragua to take‘a p}ace at'thé Council téble{ I inQité the tepresenﬁativesAof
Cuba, El1 Salvado;; the Lib&aﬁvArab Jamahiriya.andiperu ﬁo'take the placés réserved

for them at the side of the Council Chamber.

At the‘invitation-of<the'President;~Mr;-Setrano!Caldera-(Nicaragua)-took«a

place at the Council- tablej Mr. Oramas: Oliva- (Cuba); ‘Mr. Castaneda  Cornejo

(ElvSalvadot);-Mr;-Treiki‘(Libyan-Arab-Jamahiriya)'and-MratLunaf(Petu)"took-the /

places reéserved for them at the side of the: Council: Chamber.

The‘PkEsiDENT (interpretation from Spénish):> Membérs‘df thekCounci;“wili
recall that af the 2901st méeting; held on 21 December 1989, the Security Council
decided fo in?ite Panama to participate in the‘discussion of thé item on.thé
Council'g agenda, withéut,the right to vote, in accoraance with the releéaﬁt
provisions of the‘Charter and rule 37 of fhe Cpuncil's provisional rules of
procedure. At the same meeting, the Council‘tequested the Secretary-Géneral to
submit a credentials report in connection with the two requests receiVed4by the
President for parficipation in the capaciéy’of represen;ative okaanama. ‘The
repért of the Secretary-General is before the Council in document‘S/21047 of
‘21 December 1989f It is my understanding, on the basis of the cbungil's prior .

+

consultations,  that it is the wish of the Council to take note of the
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Secretary—Generai's report. Unless I hear any objection_I shall take it that the
Council takes note of the report. '
There being no objection, it is so decided.

With regard to the two letters to which I have just referred, I should like to
infoem‘the Couﬁcil that I have just been informed by each of the'requeetors,kin
- writing, that their requests are not maintained.

The Security Council will now resume its codsideretion ofvthe item on itsr
agenda. |

Members'ef the Council have beforerthem decument'S/21048, which contains the
ﬁext of a draft resolution submi tted by Algeria, Colombia, Ethiopia, Malaysié,‘
Nepal, Senegal and Yﬁgoslavia.

I should also like to draw the attention of members of the Council to the
fellowing documents: S$/21038, letter deted~21’December 1§89 from the Permanent
Repreeeneative of Cuba to the United Nations addressed to the President of the
Secﬁ:ity‘ceuncilg s/21041, 1ettef dated él Deceﬁber 1989 fromvthe Permanenf
Represeﬁtativeeof the Upion of Soviet Socialist Republies fo the United Nations
addressed to the Secretary-éenetalg §/21042, letter dated 21‘December 1989 from the
Permanent RepreSentative of Argentina to the United Nations addressed to ehe
Pre51dent of the Securlty Counc1l; 6/21043, letter dated 2] December 1989 from the
Permanent Representat1ve of Cuba to the United Nations addressed to the |
Secretary-General; S/21044, letter dated 20 December 1989 from the Permanent
Representative ef Peru to'the United Nations addressed to the President of the
Security Counc11; S$/21045, letter dated 21 December 1989 from the Permanent
aRepresentatlve of Mexico to the Unlted Nat1ons addressed to the Pre51dent of the
Security Council; and S/21049,'1etter dated 22 December 1989 from the Permanent
Representative of the Unlted Republxc of Tanzania to the United Nations addressed

to the Secretary-General.
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Mr. BA (Senegai) (interpretaﬁion from French):  First of all, on behalf
of the Senegalese delegation, I should like to extend to you, Sir, our warmést
congratulations on your assumption of the presidency of the Security Council for
the month of December. Yoﬁr lofty sense of responsibility, combined with your
enormous experience in international reiations, guarantee that the Council's work
will be brought to a successfﬁl conclusion.v The quality of the relations and
friendly co—operatibn between your great country, Colombia, and Sehegal,b-
constitutes for my delegation yet another reason to assure you of our availability
and constant éo-operation during your presidency.

I should also like to take fhis opportunity to thank Ambassador Li Luye of the
People's Republic of China, to whom we should like to pay a well-deserved tribute
for the remarkable and skilful way in which he guided the work of the Council
dur ing the month of November.

Since time immemorial the people of Panama and the people of your cbuntry,’
within the same Colombian nation, have shared the same destiny and the same
history - indeed, until 1903, 'Again today, history has willed tha;vyou shquld
presiae over the Security Couﬁcil as we examine tﬁe serious evenﬁs taking placé‘in
Panama.

My Government has been following very closely and with concern the situation
ﬁhat has prevailed in Panama for the past three days, following the intervention of
United States armed forces. My country is seriously concerngd by those évents that
have been occurring in Panama, where the‘toli in human lives is particuiar1y~heavv'
and the material destruction very great.

As a non-aligneé country, and Secause we are deéply attached to the primacy‘of
law and‘respect for‘the fundamental principles set forth not only in the United
Nations Charter but also in interﬁational law in general, Senegal cannot endorse an

action that jeopardizes the very foundations of present-day international relations. ,
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1 snould therefore like to recaii.the oblicatiOn ;ncunbent‘upon all States
Members of‘the United Nations to settle their disputes by peaceful means and to g
avoid recourse to fcrce; which only serves to eracerbate tensions‘and frustrate>
peace-loving, freedom-loving and justice-lcving peoples.

‘The United,Natrons Charter, the‘charters of regional orcanizations and the
guiding principles that govern‘relatrons of bilateral co-operation between States
have clearlyrset'fcrth the ways and means for a peaceful settlement or disputes
through negotiation. In all places. in all times and in all circums tances the
States Members of the United Nations. both’indiéidually'and.collectiveiy, must
always contribute to the tr1umph of the noble ideals and pr1nc1p1es contarned 1n
the United Natrons Charter. |

Senegal is conVinCed that, whatevernthe‘difficulties, sensitivities and
intereSts involved.may be, the Security.council will be able to make right, justice

and freedom prevail.

‘The PRESIDENT (interpretatlon from Spanish): I thank the representative

' of Senegal for his kind words addressed to my country and to me.

Mr ., PICKERING (United States of America): Tnere are tines in the life of
‘tmen anc‘nations’when history seems to take charge‘of events and to sweep all
obstac;es rrom'rta chceen path.’.Tcday we are,oncetagarnﬂ}iving.in histprichtimes,'i
a time when a creat principle is spreading across the world like wildfire. That
principle, as we all know, 1sbthe revolutionary idea that the people, not |

' .Governments, are sovereign.“Tnis principie is the.easence of the democratic form
‘of government. It is‘by no means a new idea, pnt it is an idea which_has, in this
'decade - and especially in’this historic year 1989,-“acquired the force of

historical necessity.
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Mrc.- P1cker1ng. United- States)
It was not too long ago that many Governments and régimes usurped the
.soyerergn r ight of therr peoples in the'namevof all-encompassing ideologies. .Thoserl
- pretentions have now been unmasked forAthe fraud that they are.A‘Democracy today is
synonymous with legitimacy;the world over. It is, in’short,‘the universal yalue;of
our'timer, Régimes which are‘undemocratic‘may employ violence or terror to subvert
the sovereign will of'their‘citfienryffor a time. They may 1nvoke - and, in dolng |
- 80, pervert - the pr1nc1ple of natxonal sovere1gnty to forestall the truly
sovereign judgement of their own people. But in the eyes of their people, they‘are
illegitimate,-andbthey will fail. : | | Q

It was also not too 1ong ago that it was fashlonable 1n certaln quarters u:
argue that democracy was the pr1v1lege of a relatlvely few natlons and not the
b1rthright of all humanity. 'Try telling that today to the peoples of Eastern
‘Europe.' . ) - | |

"I am not here today to clarm a rlght on behalf of the Unlted States to enforce
the will of hrstory by 1nterven1ng in favour of democracy where Wwe are not
welcomed. We are supporters of democracy, but” not the gendar of democracy, not
in thls hemlsphere nor anywhere elSe.

As I w1ll explaln in a m1nute, we acted in. Panama forblegltimate reasons of
self-defence and to protect the 1nteqrity of the Canal Treatles. Our actxons are
in conformity with Article 51 of the United Nationleharter, article 21 of the
.charter of the Organization of American States and;the prOVisions:of the Panama
Canal Treaties. Before pronounclnglyourselves on our actlon, I would ask you to '
pauseblong and hard and, in the name of decency, to remember that our action has
been welcomed by a democrat1ca11y elected Government of Panama, and uelcomed

overwhelmingly by the people.of Panama themselves.
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1 em'using stfcng'language, end in doing sofI‘am confident that ‘I reflect the
1longesimheriug_outrage of thefbeoDle cf my“ayh country - and, I believe, of many in
this hemisphere - ﬁho are sick of stolen electiohs.-SiCk:of militaty dictatotships.
sick of. narco-strongmen and sick of people like Manuel Antonlo Nor1ega.
Right now, I will limlt myself to expre551ng the feellngs of the Amer1can ’
people, about which there can be no doubt.l The United States‘acted iananama in
; selfedefence and in defence of the éanema Canal Treaties. "I need not dwellrat
,1ength here today on the immediate events ‘and provocatxons that precxp1tated our
vnactlon - the gratuitous k1111ng of an unarmed Amerlcan servxceman, the terrorlzing
' of a ‘United States ndlitary couple, and the genetal c11mate of 1nt1m1dat10n and
instability enqineered by Noriega which. by last weekend. had become a clear and
present-danger'to our ebility to meet our ccmmitments under the Paﬂa@a Canal
Treaties. | , |
‘There Bae been a good deal of mention:about/the fact that Ncriega declared war
~ on the Uuited'States a few days éé&;’vBut‘theAttuth of tﬁe matter is, he declared |
: war,cnvny'ccuhtri a Ionq-time ago, ftcm'the nbment:he concluded'his first deal-uith
the narcotlc peddlets who are wreak1ng ‘havoc on our c1ty streets and who seek,
.through unm1tlgated greed. ‘to destroy our nation’ s most prec1ous resource, 1ts

ycuth.
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Noriega and his ilk, whoever they are and wherever they may be, are guilty of
nothing less than premeditated intervention and agqression against my country.

On numerous occas1ons over the past e1ght months and more, senlor officials of '
the Bush Admin1stration have expressed our w1llingness to work through the United
Nations to.reinvigdrate the Organization of American. States, and to work with the
»oréanizations in an attempt to deal creativeiy with the challenge to democracy
represented bvbﬂanuel Antonio ﬁoriega. We have stated in no uncertarn terms that
we wished to avoid having to take unilateral action to defend our legitimate and - B
threatened interests,hand that we uere willing to grue the Organization of American
States every chance to deal collectiyely with this hemisphere's number one problem
and outlaw.

Looking back. it isycleat,that the moment of truth came when the members of.
the Organization of American States were unabie to do anything about Norteqa's'
scandalous annulment of the Panamanian electlon of 7 May 1989. In the weeks and
months thereafter many tried to reason with Noriega and to achieve through dialogue‘
vand consultatlon'a peaceful transition to democracy in Panama. But you‘cannot
reason with a dictator and you cannot, alas, ask him to relinquish peacefully that
:which he has obtained through blocdy and unspeakable means. And when this reality
became obvious, it was not poss1b1e to get agreement to take collective action that
would have forced this ductator to remove htmself from the company of civ1lxzed

‘people.
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In a word, when Noriega began using force to push the issue, the United States 
was forced bnto: a path not of our own choosing, but a 'path' dicta_tédby 6ur national
rights and reséonsibilities. | : ’

I shall say out loud what I know aimost eyeryone_in this room feels in his
bones, and what I know iskbeing said in millions of households ' throughout my
country, the United States: Norieéa is gonef the thugs are out‘of bgwer; and
Panama will at last be governeh by’representatiVesfeleéted on 7 May by the |
sovereign will of the Panamanian people. |

It onlyhremains for us now ‘to GO'whaﬁ is right: we shbuld welcomefthe
restorgtion of democraCy~in Panama. It isltimé that this 6rgahization wéicomed
Nor@ega's departure; just as theAwofld has in the past welcgmed the departure of
Somoza, dealier, Marcos and; more recently, anééker, zhivkov, Husak and
Ceausescu. It 'is timé this Organization put itself on‘thevright side'of histéry.

For all those reasons,; we shall of‘céﬁrsé voﬁe agéiﬁsé the‘dfaft resolution
now before thé Security Council. | '

In summary:‘ Our goais in'Panama éte clear and consistent. 'We have sdhéht:to_
protect American livess wé»havé soughﬁ the  full implementation of the Pahama Cana;
Treatiés and prbtection of the integrity of those Treaties, including United Statgs
rights ahd obligétions under them; we have sought té help the‘Panamanian pedple
‘ bgild ép authentic democ;écy; and we have sought to cﬁmbag narcofics-trafficking in
Panama, just as we have doné in Latin Ameriéa‘and‘elsewhere. |

The United States made an arduoué effort to‘accomplish those goals through
’diplomatic and‘politicai means. Wé have circulated to members of the Council a
~ fact sheet that details the unprecedénted:effdtts thét the United StatesiGove;nment
made through'the Organizaﬁioﬁ of.American:Statés énd in consultations with Latin :

American and Car ibbean leaders, as well‘as with others, to resolve the crisis in
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‘Panama.‘ Sevetal dozen separate attempts or steps were undertaken by the United
~ States and by others in the hemisphere to seek a peaceful resolution of the
conflict. Unfortunately, they got nowhere because in each case Noriega refused to
‘accept logical and reasonable arranqements to step down and oermit democracy to be
re-established 1n,Panama. | |
A‘Noriesa instead made a mockery‘of>all these‘diblomatic effortslto resolyevtheid-
situation, as he made a mockery of the democratic‘election held in Panama last MaY'v
when he blatantly and publ1c1y def1ed the will of the Panamanlan people. He lost
the election and thereby lost the rxght to represent the people of Panama.‘ By}hls
annulment of th1s election, Norxega lost the rxght to be con51dered truly
‘representatlve of the»Panamanian people and, rnstead, 1mposedshimself_on them‘asla
dictator. | |
" When Noriega declared a‘state of war against the United States, his war might
have seemed like a joke - until heﬁbegan_to implement it. When he,heganistep by
step to carry out acts of war.—‘includingvkillinq an unarmed.American serviceman-
mistreating another and threatening-to molest hls wife - there~ﬁas no other
recourse but to deal dlrectly with Noriega himself.

The use of force in self-defence -under’ Artxcle 51 is a right qranted to all
States under the Charter, and it cannot be read out of it. The use of force
contrary to the Charter is impermissihle.and contraryvto internatlonal law. Therel
is no doubt about this~point."But the_Charter‘riohtly proyides.,in those cases
where all else fails, that,Statesvhave the:right to defend themselves where force’
is being used,against‘them and their citizens in’particular.

Some have questioned the proportionality of our response to Noriegafs,armed},
actions against us. However, the:preservationJof.theVCanal‘and the canal Treaties,yr

thekpresence of 35,000 Americans, and ourﬂspecial responsibilities under thelcanalc
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'T:eaéies'made for 5 particular and difficult series of préblems which have to be .
‘taken into account in judging prqpo:tionaiity,;. | |

Many of our citiéens were‘bresen;,ihypanéma and had speéialftasks to fulfil
under our treaty‘obligationé w helpAio 6pé£ate and protect the CanalQ Uﬁder‘thésé
.circdmstances, the United States could not proﬁéct the 1iveé‘of.it§ nqtioha1s or.
its interests_by merely recgmmending tha; all of its citizens leave Panamaf Nor
could it sit idlY by whiie Nbriega step by gtep‘implgmenﬁed his agcla;ation of“war'
by‘menacing, injurihg and, in oné case, kili{ng American éitizens or theif
dependénts who were spééificaliy preseht for these purpéées.,‘ln addition, Noriega -
had charge oéér a number of troops whd‘made‘a ptoportidnatehlevél;of force laige
eﬁoﬁgh tofensure’that the‘éction proposed - removing him ﬁo a place yhete he qohld"
" no longer continue his "war® - both prudent énd necessary;‘and, in doing so,‘there
was'the added‘problem:of'protectinq the iarge number of Americansrspréad out 6ver'a.
broad»area of centrai Panama against thsical attacks and efforts to take thém
vhostaqe.-

‘United States action in Pahaﬁa has been‘approved, applaudedland weicomediby"
the democratically elected Government‘of Panama and byvthe éverwhelminqvmajority of
the people of Panama. |

The»Governmént of Presideht Endara'is established in the Panamanian capitél,
operating from the Panamanian National Assembly‘building; »This'democ:atic‘ |
Governmenf has’announcedva number of Cabinet and,othér senior;ieQelbéppointmehts,
inéiﬁding Foreign Minister Julio Linares and Permanent Representa;ive to the United
NationstduafdoiVéllarino. The Goﬁérnment ié funétioning.nbrmally ana a#suming'
control of.both internal police'and.diplomatic function#, ambng’others. rThe
- Government is consﬁitutingAa new police fbfce and has offered members ‘of thevold‘

Panamanian police the opportunity to joiﬁrthis new force. The Government has
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announced the reopening of ‘the Canal. In addi‘tion, the Pa.paIL Nruncio | in Panama has
formally called on the new Governmént.

| My country has no argument wi‘.’th Panama or the people of Pa’nai_na. We welcome
the return of democrat:y to 'that count;y,— and v’ie ‘shall do»a_llv we cén to promote it.'
including through the wiythdrawal' of our fqrcés when their_'missifon ‘has been
accofnplishéd. Ouf prbble‘x‘n, has béén with one vman, §ne::co;tupt dicﬁator. The

evidence ageinst him is overwhelming, and it mounts daily.



JW/7 T e e §/PV.2902
, o o e

(Mr. Pickering, Unlted States) k'

We are. convinced ‘that he w1]l continue to be judged by all for precisely what
he is: ‘an \outlaw»and a fugitive from justice.‘ The Panamanian people know this;
‘the American people know this. Indeed, the people of the Aworlld know this, and 1 am
sure that 1n our own minds and hearts all .of us ‘s‘i’ttinQ‘ here know this. Not one of
you has’ said a supportive word about N.oriega." Yet vihen the time‘ comes, we hope you
will not act to seek to reimpose him on( the ba_cks_ of the people ofk Panama, people

who under the eye of full international scrutiny 'voted to replace him on 7 May 1989.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): I shall row make a

statement in my capacity as representative of Colombia.

'l‘he fate of the Republic of Panama will never be separate from that of
Colombia. - We have  the same roots. For a hundred years we shared the same
history. ,Many Panamanlians ar.e the children and grandchildren of COImeians. :
Thousands of our :compatriotsf.live in Panama. Ih addition to being our ‘neighbo_ur,‘
Panama is 'an i.mportant member of the'Latin Amer ican reeion and a _companion m the i
Movement of Non—Aligned Countries. |

The reason this neeting of the Security Counc1l was convened was not to
discuss the personal or political qualities of General Manuel Antonio Noriega. 'The
de facto governnent of General Noriega disregarded his‘people's right to
.self-determination and the validity of fundamental freedoms, leaqu to disregard
of democratic values and a weakening of Panamanian institutions. It was
characterized also by refusing to heed the appeals of the mternational oommunity
to provide a climate of international ooncertation to resolve a crisis that -
affected his people and created a source of tensxon in the Amer1can oontment of
unforeseen consequences for regional security and peace. The per51stence of that B
situation compelled the permanent mechanism of conSultation and political

concertation to suspend Panama's participation in its deliberations.
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| "COlompia; 'alwa’ys'respecting_ the prinoiples of nonfintervention in the int_ernai
affairs of States and of the self-determination of peoples, at all times supyporte}vcl,
initiatives aimed at returning to the ’Pan'aman_ians‘ the vab‘ili.ty to determine tneir
own ‘future and prevent the establishnent of 'new sources o:f tevns'ron- and at providing
a climate of agreement andb co-operati‘on on the American ‘continenrt., Unfortunately,

on more than one ooca51on extraneous factors prevented such mitlatl.ves from being
successful. . | - |
Colombia has traditionally advocatedl the principle of non-intervention and the

nov.n-.use of force in international relations. For that reason we deplore the
1ntervent10n in Panama of the armed forces of the United States, which constitutes
a flagrant violation of international law and of the independence, sover-eignty and,.
territorial ‘integrity‘of St.ates. ﬁe pelierre ‘that tnere icannot pe any'inotive; even
‘a temporary motive,'vfor'. a ’_Stat‘e‘ to be subjeoted to military occupation or other
forms of.force by another: State. " We therefore urge the immedlate cessatron of the
; intervention 1n Panama. The Panamanian people has the inalienable right to
determine its fa te‘ without mternal;or,external mmsitxon or interference. Anyr
solution of the Panaman‘ian crisis.-neoessltates respect for the selfe-determination
of the Panamanian pe‘ople, : i ’ o '

Colombia has -promoted and will con_tinue to‘promote a variety of‘init‘iat_ives‘
leading to the restoration of representat‘ive f,demo_cr'acy in that country based on
ooncertation ann unders tanding among the diﬁfetent sectors in Panama. ‘i‘herefore' we
urge them to engage in d,ialogue today for tne purpose of quaranteeing the lives and
personal .safetv‘ of all Panamanians.v We oonsxder it most regrettable ‘that the
republican form of life in Panama has been charactenzed by g_e;__gg_g_tp_ governments.‘
wh1ch have kept that people from exerclsmg its inal‘ienable right to express its
sovereign will. The Panamania’n people must feel today t’ﬁat i.t is Surrounded by the

international oommnnity with a viw to estabhshing _democtatic 1ns,titutions~‘that
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arelhot snbject to the-whins'of the milltary:leaders;of'the noﬁent;ot to external
pressures. ‘ “

Colombia hopes for the cessatlon of the armed clashes resultlnq from military
‘1ntetventlon, whlch have resulted in the loss of life and property.

Colomb1a is boday a sponsor of the draft resolution that 1s before the Council
for its cons1deration and whid1 we hope will be adopted

’7 colombia suffers for Panama..

I now resumé ﬁ?‘tunctions as‘Presidentfof the‘Councilr

It is my understandlng that the CounC1l is ready to proceed to the vote on the
draft resolution before it. CIf I hear no objectlon, 1 shall now put the draft-
resolution to the vote.’ - e

as there'ié m objection, I put to.the‘vptefd;sfe resolution §/21048.

A vote was taken by show of hands. .

In favouc{‘ Alget1a, Brazil china, Colombla, Eth1opia Malay51a, Nepal,
' ' Senegal,qUnion of SOVlet Soc1al1st,Repub1;cs, Yugoslavia

ngainStz Canada, France. United K1ngdom of Great Brxtain and Northern
- Ireland, United States of Amerlca-

,‘rAbstaihing-*;Fihland

The PRESIDENT (1nterpretat10n from Spanlsh)' The'result_of the,VOting;is

as follows- 10 votes in favour,. 4 agarnst and 1:abstention. _The draftrresolution :
has not been adopted. owing to the]negative vote‘of,three»permanent mehbersiof the
‘Counc11 | | | k B o ;

| I shall now call on those nenbers of the COunc11 who’w1sh to make statements'jl

‘_follow1ng the vot1ng._
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M. TORNﬁDD‘ '(Finl’and) s+ Finland abstqined _ini ‘the vote .on the_ dra‘ft
. reSO'Iution,'because its v)ording did not come sufficiéhtiy close to our own view,
which was e:;pressed in our statement 611 Thﬁrsday, .as fégards »t:he‘ preferable outcome
of the debate in the Securi:"ty Council. We agi‘ee, of cotirs‘e, with a large part ‘of
the l;'ext. considering in partjicular that; we shquld <7:a11‘ for a withdrawal, but I
shall not make a detailed anal.y,.sis-’of al‘L thé various paragfapﬁs, >I only note‘th’at
we would have wished in the preambular [':Jart‘ a more specific reference to. the right
of the people of Panama to establish ,grdemo'c;‘:atic, l‘egitkimabt‘:e-tég:ime. respecting
human tiéhts, ahd' in the second o;;e:ative paragraph a clear distinction between the
forces used for iﬁtervention and other forces. | |
Mr. BLANC (France): Thé: French delegation voted against the draft
, :eéolution (S/21048§ on mevsitua-’..tior‘x in Panama, di.stributeduon 22 December. On
20 Decembe‘r‘my_ delegation had indicat‘:e‘d ﬁére"its ser ious corracernav o&er the situation
prevéiling in Pénam‘a,. Noting that foreigh ‘ihﬁerventioh had t:ak’en place, "we étated
thét we found recourse to the use of force 'reqtetfable and .tha‘t‘it could not be
apvpr‘oved as such. We also thoﬁght iti'de\sirable;tthat the Se'§urity Council take:an
initiative. | : ‘ |
However, while fﬁny main'ﬁainiﬁg that position, France éou'ld only oppose the .
draft resolution. Being too unbalancéd. ‘itfmi»gvht:be interpreted with its present
wording a‘s»" implying support for a régime that the French authorities have d‘eclafed‘
to be 111e§i£imate.-, Ivn‘d’ée_d, the text is basically devoted to a categorical
'denuncia'tiOn of the United States intervention in Panah\a; It mentions meither the
circﬁmsta»nces sufténnding that interve’ntion"nox: the grave evenés which ptéceded it

and which to a 1atge extent explain the present situation. '
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' Mr. Blanc, France)

Finally, a balanced draft'resolution uould have included in its operative'
part - we regard‘this as essential -3 paragraoh expressing regret‘atithe
intertuption of the process which had allowed the Panamanian people to express
‘itself freely and to cmoose its leaders democratically, and calling for the
establishment of a legitimate. democratlcally elected tegime.

Those are. the reasons why my deleqation was unable o associate itself with
the draft resolution.

| However, the French authorities, which very much hooe that Panama uill tegain’
~peace and democracy as soonias~§ossible. re;ain ready to contribute to‘any

initiative to that end.

Mr.,BiCHARbSON {United Kingdom): My .delegation voted against the draft

resolution on the situation in Panama because of the draft's seriously unbalanced,
’nature.

In our view,vthe Security Couneil Should‘welcome the long-awaited
establishment of a legal and demoetatioally eleeted Government in Panama. The
draft resolution failed to do that. It also failed tO»address the:illegal and
arbitrary nature of General Noriega's téqime} which for months imoosed itself on
the Panamanian people, in blatant disregard of their right to self-determination
and of the legitimate electoral process in that country.

The draft paid no attention to thenlong history of violence and ‘intimidation
conducted by the NorieQarréqime against United States petsonnel in Panama,.as,__
indeed, against its own people. v

‘ Finally,’the draft resolution did not'aoknowledqe the faet that the United

States had used force only as a last resort, after lengthy diplomatic efforts.
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Mr. Richardson, United Kingdom)

I wish to- add that my ‘Government is deeply concerned about the heavy loss of
human life in Panama. We express our strong hope for an early restoration of peace

and’ security, in which ‘the civilian population can go about their normal Iives and

in which democratic institutions can fully resume~their'r1ghtful:place;

Mr. - BELDNOGOV (UniOn of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation"from

Russian): ‘The 80viet delegation voted for the draft resolution submitted by the
non-aligned members of the Security CQuncil.i ‘We daia’ so, first because the draft

resolution reaffirms the sovereign and 1nalienab1e right of Panama to determine

o freelv its social, economic and’ political system and to develop its international

relations without any form of foreign 1nterventuon. interference. subversiou,

- coercion orrthreat. »InVOuraview. that is today the keyrprinciple.on respect for

~ which international relations‘should be buvilt.”

Secondly, we voted for the draft resolution because we agree with 1ts

description ‘'of the intervention in Panama by the armed forces of the United States '

as a flagrant violation of international law and of the 1ndependence. soveteiqnfy
" anad territorial integrity of States. The-statement‘issued‘by‘the‘Soviet'deernment

-on 21 December emphasizes that -

| - ®The military action by ‘the dnited states against Panama poses a
’challenge to the international community, which is striving to develop g
e :elations‘on the-basis of the princip1e~of respect for the sovereignty and
'dignitybof other nations.: It is clearlyvincompatible'with the positive trends
now being consolidated'in’world politics and with the policy of seeking*"
"dsolutions o complex problems through dialogue and political and diplomatic

‘,ueans., (S/21041, annex. third para )

The American action runs counter to the many efforts to achieve a political
settlement in Central America. The cynical thing about it is that it is ostensibly

~for the defence of democracy in Panama, but democracy cannot be: brouqht at the ends
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(Mr. Belonogov, USSR)

of oayonets or through aer1a1 bomb1ng; it cannot be afflrmed by machxne-gunnlng; it
cannot be established by ammun1txon, as used by the United’ States in Panama.

The representative of the Unlted States sa1d ‘earlier in th1s meeting that the
Unlted states was tired of Noriega, but is it not really clear that, whoever is the
- head of Government of Panama, we are. st111 talklng about a sovere1gn State and that

the use of force against it is 1ncompat1b1e wlth 1nternat10na1 law?
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(Mt P Belonogov » ' USSR)

Thirdly, the Soviet delegation voted for the draft resolution because it
demands the immediate . cessation of the intervention and the withdrawal of . the
.United States armed forces from Panama.

With great regret and concern, we note that the United States continues to
increase,the~number of\its armed forces in.?anama.. The United-states troops that
have invaded Panama have unléashed miiitary hostilities, using tanks and aircraft,
which has led to serious vioiationS'and‘a_qreat‘loss of life amongbthe‘civilian
population. It is our convidtion that‘compiiance withvthe demand for the
’withdrawal of UnitedﬂStates forces is an essential condition for the restoratiOn of
' peace and stabiiity in Panama. 7

The Soviet deleéationvcannot fail to‘express‘its very~deep regret at'the
‘triple veto, which undermines ‘the efforts of the Security Council to halt the
interventionist acts of the United. States.r However, though the proposai of the
non-aligned countries has been blocked, the Security Council will, we hope: not be
‘idle. Given the oontinuing intervention by the United States, it must monitor
.developments in Panama very closely so that in the,final analysis ‘a prompt halt €o
"thatiintervention can be‘aChieved‘and United States trodps remov‘ed,from that
counytr‘y.y | S | |

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): There are no further

speakers for this meeting.
The Security Council has thus concluded.the present stage of its consideration ‘
of the item on the agenda.

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): Before adjourning the
'meeting, I should 1like to make the following remarks.
I believe I am speaking for all the members of the cOunc1l in thanking thoae

' members that will be leaving the Council on 31 December. namely Alqeria. Brazil,
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Nepal, Senegal and Yugoslavia, and saying that they have all displayed great
devotion to the responsibilities of the Council and that their contributions to our
work have been constructive.

Oﬁ behalf of the Council, and on my delegation's behalf, I express gratitude
to them for their important contributions to the cause of the maintenance of
internationai peace'and securitj.

| In conclusion I extend to all present my very best wishes for the holidaY'

season and the coming year.

The meeting was adjourned - at 6.25 p.m.



