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Map of the Syrian Arab Republic
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Annex Il: Approximate areas of influence — December 2022
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Annex I11: Conduct of Hostilities Incidents — July—-December 2022
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Ground attacks in Idlib and parts of westerns Aleppo

Idlib

Civilian home, 4 July, Ma ‘arrat al-Na ‘san town

1. In the evening of 4 July, a ground attack hit a residential area in Ma‘arrat al-Na‘san
town, killing one displaced pregnant woman and injuring her son and daughter-in-law, aged
one and a half and 14 years respectively, in their home. The spouse of the victim recalled
how he had already lost 11 of his relatives, including four of his children, in an air strike in
2016.

2. Photographs of the impact analysed by the Commission indicated the use of a mortar
weapon, fired from the area of Miznaz town, only 2.2 kilometres from Ma‘arrat al-Na‘san
across the frontline, where government forces are known to be present. The distance is within
the range of a mortar weapon. A Turkish observation post was located around 600 meters
from the affected location.

Civilian home, 4 July, Afes town

3. On 4 July, at around 7 p.m., one boy, aged almost four, died after a fragment of a
bullet or munition pierced his heart while his grandmother was holding him on the doorstep
of her home in Afes town. At least five other children, relatives of the victim, witnessed the
events.

4, Information received by the Commission indicated that the munition was fired across
the frontline from the direction of al-Duwair or Saraqib, located around four kilometres east
of Afes, where pro-government forces, including Russian forces and Iranian militia, were
known to be present at the time.® A Turkish observation post was located some 600 metres
from the affected location.

Civilian home, 6 September, Shnan village

5. On 6 September, at 9.30 a.m., shelling injured one woman and caused damage to her
home, located near a mosque on the main street in Shnan village, Jabal al Zawiyah area, Idlib.
Interviewees told the Commission that the munition was fired from Government positions
located to the east, in the area of Hantunin, across the frontline. No military objective was
known to be located nearby.

Civilian home, 8 September, Dayr Sunbul village

6. Two days later, on 8 September, in the early afternoon, shelling hit a civilian house
and injured one woman in Dayr Sunbul village, Jabal al Zawiyah area, Idlib. The munition
was fired from government positions located in the area of Hantunin village/town across the
frontline, south-east of the affected location. No military objective was known to be located
nearby.

Agricultural fields, 2 August, Barah town

7. At around 7.30 a.m. on 2 August, one munition was fired into an agricultural field
near al-Bara town, injuring two farmers and destroying their agricultural (irrigation) vehicle
while they were irrigating their land. The munition hit the front side of the vehicle.

8. Victims recalled that they had routinely worked their land for the last three years,
usually in the morning, when the attack took place. One witness described how he heard and
then saw the munition coming towards him, while he was watering the trees. His brother,
who was subsequently killed, had just exited the vehicle to bring him water.

A/HRC/51/45, para. 52.
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9. Consistent with witness testimonies, satellite imagery confirmed the absence of any
nearby military objective. Open-source analysis, photographs and video footage showed a
flat, open agricultural field planted with trees, with a clear line of sight from government-
controlled areas across the frontline, situated around 500 metres from the affected location.
Investigations indicated the use of a guided heat-seeking munition fired from Government
positions across the frontline to the east, with the closest positions located in Kafr Rhoumah,
some 3 kilometres away.

Agricultural fields, 20 October, Ma’arblit village

10.  On 20 October, at around noon, one munition destroyed an agricultural vehicle, and
injured two boys, aged 7 and 11, while a family of 15, primarily women and children, was
collecting olives near the village of Ma’arblit. The munition hit the front side of the vehicle
where the engine was located, and wounded the children standing next to it.

11.  One victim recalled that the family had already been working their land for three days,
usually in the morning, when the attack took place. Before the olive harvest season, they had
been working this land on weekly basis for the last two years. One witness recalled hearing
a loud noise followed by a sudden explosion, almost five hours after the family had arrived
at the field. As the family was preparing to exit the area, forced to leave their harvest behind,
another munition exploded some 200 metres to the west of the first impact. Another
interviewee noted the presence of a drone after the first munition was fired.

11.  Satellite imagery showed two berms and a roadblock some 800 meters away from the
affected location. Consistent with witness statements, photographs of the destroyed vehicle
indicated the use of a guided munition, possibly fired from Government positions located to
the east across the frontline, in Dadikh town.

Agricultural fields, 3 November, Karbat al-Natour

12.  On 3 November, at around 11 a.m., shelling injured two men while they were
harvesting olives, in a field near Karbat al-Natour.

Agricultural fields, 6 November, Kafr Latah

13.  On 6 November, at approximately 4.30 p.m., artillery shelling killed one man and
injured his spouse in an agricultural field near Kafr Latah. The family, including their seven
children, some as young as one, had come to collect olives when one munition exploded next
to the man as he was praying.

14.  Satellite imagery showed a military site and vehicles approximately one kilometre
way from the affected location. Interviewees told the Commission that the munition was fired
from Government positions, stationed across the frontline in either Khan as-Subul or Kafr
Batteikh, located some 7 to 11 kilometres away.

Agricultural fields, 14 November, Ma arblit town

15.  On 14 November, at 9 a.m., artillery shelling killed one man and injured his cousin
while they were picking olives in an agricultural field near Ma’arblit town. Two other family
members, including one woman, were also present during the attack.

16.  The family had just arrived at their field some 15 minutes prior to the attack, and were
picking olives when one munition exploded a few metres away from the two victims. Shelling
continued, with at least five other munitions fired into the same area, while the family was
trying to leave.

17.  Interviewees noted that no fighting was taking place during the attack, and that
shelling likely originated from Dadikh town to the east, across the frontline, located around
two kilometres away. One of the victims told the Commission that a group of young men
were located some 400 metres east of the affected location.

Civilian home, 2 December, Obein village (Jisr al-Shughur)

18.  On 2 December, at around 1 p.m., one munition Killed three civilians, including one
boy, and injured at least four others, including one woman and a 13-year-old child, in the
yard of their home in Obein. The attack took place while at least 25 family members,
including 10 children, had finished their lunch and were preparing to resume work in their

GE.23-01214



A/HRC/52/69

GE.23-01214

fields, while children were playing outside. Interviewees described that, owing to the town’s
proximity to the frontline, almost all residents had already fled Obein. Some families would
return occasionally to check on their properties, while others had no other option but to
remain in the area because they could not afford move elsewhere.

19. Interviewees recalled that there was no military activity during the time of the attack,
and that the munition, was likely fired from government positions located around one
kilometre away in al-Qala.

Western Aleppo
Civilian vehicle, 30 July 2022, Kafr Ta’al village

20.  On 30 July, between 6 p.m. and 7 p.m., two artillery shells exploded on a main road
near a civilian house in Kafr Ta’al village. A 5-year-old boy was killed and his father was
left with a long-term physical disability, when one munition exploded two metres away from
their home while they were having tea. A 12-year-old boy related to the victims died and
another man was injured as they passed by the house at the time of the attack.

21.  Owing to its proximity to active frontlines, the village was frequently shelled and
drones were often observed, including on the day of the incident. Witnesses recalled that
most of the residents had already fled Kafr Ta’al, and only those who could not afford the
cost of relocating elsewhere, had remained. An armed group member alleged that the shelling
was triggered when a vehicle, driven by members of the armed group, drove by the victims’
home.

22.  Interviewees told the Commission that the munitions were likely fired from positions
of the 46th regiment of the Syrian Arab Armed Forces, located approximately three
kilometres away near Urem town. Photographs of the impacted location did not show the
presence of a vehicle, or the remnants thereof, to substantiate the presence of armed groups
in front of the house when the munition was fired. Satellite imagery dated one day before the
attack indicated the probable presence of a military site, a possible military objective, located
some 270 meters to the south of the affected area.

Civilian home, 22 September, Kafr Ammah village (near Kafr Ta’al)

23.  On 22 September, between 9 a.m. and 10 a.m., shelling killed one man and injured
his 12-year-old brother, while in the garden of their home in Kafr Ammah. Two civilian
vehicles, including a water truck, were also damaged. The first munition impacted around 20
metres away from the building, while the second exploded within the fenced area surrounding
the house, about one metre away from where the adult victim was standing.

24.  Interviewees reported that no military objective was located near the house.
Information collected by the Commission, including photographs of the impact and remnants
of the weapon, indicated the use of a mortar, likely 120 mm calibre, fired from positions of
the 46th regiment of the Syrian Arab Armed Forces located less than two kilometres to the
west of Urum al-Sughra. The distance is within the range of this weapon.

Civilian vehicle, agricultural fields, 23 September 2022, Tadil village (near Kafr Ammah)

25.  On 23 September, at around 6.30 p.m., five family members were injured, including
two women, one boy and one girl, aged 5 and 7 respectively, when a munition struck their
agricultural vehicle directly, minutes after it was parked in front of their house in Tadil. The
family had just returned from agricultural work in their field near Tadil.

26.  The munition hit the front side of the vehicle where the engine was located, while the
adult victims were walking towards their home, and the boy was still inside the car. He
suffered serious injuries, including to his head and stomach, while his sister, who was
standing outside next to the vehicle, suffered shrapnel wounds to her arms and legs. The
vehicle was destroyed, leaving the family with no other means to transport their harvest from
the field.

27.  One of the victims told the Commission that less than 100 people remained in Tadil,
and despite fearing for their safety, financial constraints prevented his family to leave.
Relocating further away from their agricultural land would also mean losing the olive harvest,
a main source of income for many, including for his family.
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28.  Satellite imagery and open-source analysis showed a shallow valley separating Tadil
from villages to the east, including Urem al-Kubra. Information collected by the
Commission, including photographs and video footage, confirmed the absence of a military
objective nearby, and indicated the use of a guided missile, fired from positions of the 46th
regiment of the Syrian Arab Armed Forces, located some three kilometres away to the east,
near Urem al-Kubra. The vehicle was, moreover, stationed on an elevated site moving in an
eastern direction, which enabled Government forces to direct fire at a visible target.

Residential area, 10 October, Ebzimo village

29.  On 10 October, late in the evening, shelling killed one boy, aged 14, and injured his
mother in front of their home near Ebzimo.

Civilian vehicle, 28 October, Darat lzzah

30.  On 28 October, at around 4.30 p.m., two munitions — within a span of few minutes —
impacted on the main road connecting Darat 1zzah to Aleppo (Road 62). While the first
munition did not result in any casualties, the second impacted near a civilian truck and injured
three male passengers, and another man who was standing nearby. The vehicle was
destroyed, along with food supplies that the family was planning on selling at a market in
Dar’at Izza. One of the victims interviewed by the Commission recalled that he had used this
road frequently to take his homemade food to sell at markets around the region.

31.  Satellite imagery showed the presence of what appeared to be a
checkpoint/observation post some 100 meters from the affected location. Interviewees told
the Commission that a munition was reportedly fired from government positions in Qibtan
al-Jabal, positioned between six to seven kilometres away from the affected location. One
witness told the Commission that the vehicle was hit while on an elevated part of the road,
and thus in the line of sight of government positions stationed near Darat 1zzah. The victims
frequently used this road.
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Annex V — Satellite imagery
1. Maram camp for displaced persons, near Kafr Jalis (see para. 25)
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Annex VI

Repatriation of foreign children and women from SDF-run
camps in north-eastern Syria (as of 31 December 2022)

Countries and areas®

Repatriated Countries and areas®

Repatriated

children women
(range)® (range)®
Kazakhstan?, Russian Federation®, 201-500 N/A 201-500
Uzbekistan®
France &, Tajikistan ¢ 101-200  Kazakhstan?, Uzbekistan 101-200
Germany , Kosovo® 51-100 N/A 51-100
Albania“, Belgium, Netherlands?, Sweden® 26-50 France, Kosovo", Tajikistan? 26-50
Australia®, Denmark?, Finland?, Ukraine® 16-25 Germany?%9, Netherlands? 16-25
Bosnia and Herzegovina, North Macedonia?,  6-15 Albania, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 6-15
Norway, Sudan?, United Kingdom of Great Russian Federation, Sweden, Ukraine
Britain and Northern Ireland?, United States of
America
Austria, Canada?, Italy?, Maldives®, Moldova, 1-5 Australia®, Afghanistan, Canada?, Denmark?, 1-5
Nigeria, Trinidad and Tobago, Saudi Arabia, Finland®, Maldives, Moldova, North
South Africa, Switzerland, State of Palestine Macedonia®, Norway, Sudan, United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland?, United States of America
Indonesia, Morocco®, Malaysia TBD' Morocco®, Malaysia TBD!
Afghanistan, Algeriaf, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, None ¢ Algeria', Austria, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, None ¢

Bangladesh, Barbados, China, Comoros,

Czechia, Egypt', Estonia’, Georgia, India, Iran

(Islamic Republic of), Jamaica, Kenya,

Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Libya, Mali, Pakistan,

Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Romania’,
Seychelles, Senegal, Serbia, Somalia, Spain,

Tanzania, Tunisia, Turkey, Viet Nam', Yemen

Bahrain, Barbados, China, Comoros, Czechia,

Egypt, Estoniaf, Georgia, India, Indonesia,
Iran (Islamic Republic of), Italy, Jamaica,
Kenya, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Libya, Mali,
Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland,
Portugal, Romania', Saudi Arabia’, Senegal,
Serbia, Seychelles, Somalia, South Africa,
Spain, Switzerland, Tanzania, Trinidad and

Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Viet Namf, Yemen,

State of Palestine

@  Repatriations reportedly occurred during the reporting period, 1 July — 31 December 2022. In early 2023, Barbados and Spain

undertook repatriation operations.

b This table does not reflect the repatriation of Iragi nationals, who form the largest group of foreigners in SDF-run camps in north-

eastern Syria.

¢ Countries for which the Commission received information that citizens were held and for whom there is no indication of any

repatriation.

4 Based on an average value due to differing information between sources.
¢ Eight individuals were reportedly repatriated, without specification as to the number of children and women.

f According to information submitted by States in response to communications by United Nations Special Procedures

(https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/ Tmsearch/TMDocuments), the national authorities have no indication as to the presence of
citizens in Northeast Syria, or are still trying to determine such presence.

Figures are based on information submitted by States in response to communications by United Nations Special Procedures
(https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/Tmsearch/TMDocuments), submissions to the Commission, and a compilation of open source
data by the United Nations (until 31 December 2022).

References to Kosovo shall be understood to be in the context of Security Council resolution 1244 (1999).

Repatriations have reportedly occurred, without indication of the number nor profiles of individuals..
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Correspondence with the Government of the Syrian Arab
Republic
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The Secretariat of the United Nations Independent International Commission of Inquiry on
the Syrian Arab Republic presents its compliments to the Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab
Republic to the United Nations Office at Geneva and specialized institutions, and has the honour to
refer to Human Rights Council resolutions S-17/1 establishing the Commission and 49/27, adopted
on 1 April 2022, extending its mandate until 31 March 2023.

The Commission takes this opportunity to thank the Permanent Mission for your
Government’s past assistance in furtherance of its mandate. In the same spirit, it requests your
Government’s assistance should there be information available to share regarding incidents or events
impacting the human rights of persons in the Syrian Arab Republic that could aide ongoing
investigations.

At present, the Commission seeks information on human rights violations and abuses in light
of its upcoming mandated report to the Human Rights Council session in March 2023, which will
cover events between 1 July 2022 and 31 December 2022.

In this regard, the Commission first requests any information your Government may be able
to share regarding the incidents listed in the Annex I to this note (which are also included in a Note
Verbale addressed to the Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to the United Nations Office
and other Specialized Institutions in Geneva). In addition to information provided on the
aforementioned incidents, the Commission would welcome information concerning other attacks and
shelling by armed groups and other armed actors, entailing civilian casualties, including Da’esh as
well as concerning their current capacity to operate and launch attacks in Syria.

Second, pursuant to United Nations Human Rights Council Resolution A/HRC/50/19 of 8
July 2022, in which the Council requested that the Commission “consider updating its report on
sexual and gender-based violence, taking a victim- and survivor-centred approach, and in particular
look to make recommendations, including on broader efforts to bolster women’s full, equal and
meaningful participation in political and public life”, the Commission seeks to obtain statistics on
the prevalence of violence against women, including, but not limited to, murder, rape, battery or
violent acts, including by family members, or other forms of sexual and gender-based violence. In
this regard, the Commission seeks further information on measures taken to ensure women’s access
to justice to ensure criminal accountability for such crimes, and would welcome statistics on related
criminal investigations, and judgements and sentencing. Information on whether any related
sentences were mitigated for cases where the victim was a female relative of the perpetrator (e.g.
under articles 192 and 242 of the Syrian Criminal Code) would also be appreciated. The Commission
would also appreciate information you may have relating to measures taken to ensure the protection
of victims and witnesses of such crimes, including through ensuring confidentiality for claims
submitted by survivors, as well as the provision of temporary accommodation or shelters and medical
and psycho-social services.

The Commission thirdly kindly reiterates its request for information regarding Legislative
Decree no. 7 of 30 April 2022, in particular as it regards the application of this amnesty and poses
questions for your Government’s kind response in Annex II.

In this regard, the Commission notes his Excellency Permanent Representative Hussam E.
Aala’s statement to the Human Rights Council on 22 September 2022, referring to how Presidential
Decree No. 7 of 2022’s general and comprehensive amnesty for terrorist crimes committed before
30 April 2022 can facilitate the return of Syrians living outside the country, to whom its provisions
apply, and who were allowed by the decree to settle their status and return without the need to contact
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any official body. The Commission has received reports that while many Syrian refugees were able
to return to their homes in recent months, notably from Lebanon, others who had sought to return
were denied the possibility to do so. The Commission seeks information on the basis of such
decisions granting or denying security clearance to return, the applicable procedure for appealing
such decisions (if any), as well as information on how many people have been denied this possibility.

Related to this, the Commission also secks information regarding the procedure through
which security clearance is granted or denied to Syrians seeking to return temporarily to visit their
propertics in areas deemed to be used for military purposes. In particular, the Commission would
welcome any information on the procedure through which such visits are granted or denied, and
whether alternative housing or financial compensation is provided in cases when affected individuals
were not granted authorization to access their homes.

The Commission further notes allegations of arrests and detention of refugees and displaced
persons who have returned to Syria in recent months, as well as the alleged death in detention of
some returnees. In this regard, the Commission also continues to seek information on measures to
prevent or investigate any known alleged detention-related violations and abuses, including alleged
deaths occurring in custody, as well as practical steps taken to increase human rights protections for
current or former detainees and their families. For this purpose, please see the attached standard
questionnaire (which the Commission previously shared in its Note Verbale numbered
COISYRIA/25/2022 of 7 July) in Annex 111

In order for the information to be received and processed ahead of its next reporting
obligations, the Commission would kindly request that any inputs be received by 10 December. We
remain ready to discuss the most appropriate means by which to obtain the above information,
including through meetings or briefings.

The Commission also takes this opportunity to reiterate its request for access to the territory
of the Syrian Arab Republic to fulfil its mandate, including to facilitate dialogue in relation to
requests such as contained in the present communication. The Commission further seeks to engage
your Government on modalities for access to areas of the Syrian Arab Republic currently outside of
Government control.

For any questions regarding the details of this request or opportunities to collaborate, please
contact the Secretariat, at ohchr-coisyriaf@un.org,

The Secretariat of the Commission of Inquiry avails itself of the opportunity to renew to the
Permanent Mission of the Syrian Arab Republic the assurances of its highest consideration.

Geneva, 10 November
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Annex I

List of alleged incidents on which the Commission requests information for its upcoming
mandated report to the Human Rights Council in March 2023

Attacks alleged to have occurred in Idlib governorate and western Aleppo

On 4 July 2022, shelling allegedly killed one woman and injured at least two children in their
home in Ma’arat al-Na’asan town, Idlib governorate;

On 4 July 2022, a fragment of a bullet allegedly killed a child, aged two and a half; in front of
their home in Afes town, Idlib governorate;

On 22 July 2022, multiple airstrikes reportedly killed at least seven civilians, including five
children, and destroyed a residential house, in Jdayda town, Jusr al-Shughur, Idlib governorate.
Shortly after this incident, several airstrikes reportedly hit a residential area near Jdayda town,
allegedly killing one man and injuring four others;

On 30 July 2022, shelling allegedly killed two children and injured two other civilians, including
the father of one of the victims, in front of their home in Kafr Ta’al, western Aleppo;

On 6 September 2022, a civilian woman was injured as a result of what were reported to be
ground-based strikes in the town of Shanan in southern rural Idlib;

On 8 September 2022, a civilian woman was injured, reportedly as a result of an airstrike, in the
village of Dayr Sunbol in southern rural Idlib;

On 8 September 2022, multiple airstrikes struck the outskirts of Hafsarja village, Idlib
governorate, reportedly causing the death of at least seven civilians, including two children,
destroying a stone workshop and other civilian properties, including a nearby residential house;

On 17 September 2022, airstrikes allegedly injured one civilian and damaged a a stone workshop
in the outskirts of Hafserja village, Idlib governorate;

On 22 September 2022, shelling reportedly killed one man and injured a child in Kafr Amma,
western Aleppo;

On 23 September 2022, five people from the same family, including two children and two
women, were injured allegedly after a Kornet missile hit their vehicle near Tadil village, western
Aleppo;

On 10 October 2022, shelling allegedly killed a child and injured his mother near their home in
al-Abzimo village, western Aleppo;

On 11 October, airstrikes allegedly damaged a poultry farm in Shakhib village 1dlib governorate,
partially destroying the facility and killing chicken inside. No civilian casualties were reported;

On 20 October 2022, shelling reportedly injured two children, aged 12 and 17, while they were
harvesting olives near Ma’arblit village, 1dlib governorate;

On 28 October 2022, shelling allegedly injured four civilians who were in a civilian vehicle near
Dar’at Izza, western Aleppo, on their way back from harvesting olives near Dar’at [zza.

On 6 November, ground-based strikes and airstrikes allegedly hit several areas, including IDP
camps, on the outskirt of the towns of Kafr Jalis, Morin and Kafr Ruhin in western rural Idlib, as
well as the areas of al Sinaa and Ariha in southern rural Idlib.

Attacks alleged to have occurred in northern Aleppo governorate

On 24 July 2022, a rocket attack allegedly caused partial damage to the Kuwait al-Rahma camp,
cast of Aleppo, killing one man. Two others were injured, including one woman;

On 25 July 2022, rocket shelling allegedly killed one woman near Azza’z city, Aleppo;

On 26 July 2022, shelling in Sheikh Issa village near the town of Tel Rifaat, Aleppo governorate
reportedly killed one civilian woman and injured at least three others;
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On 4 August 2022, shelling or a drone strike in Tel Rifaat town, Aleppo governorate reportedly
injured at least seven civilians, including five children;

On 16 August 2022, shelling on Zor Ava village and Ayn Al-Arab city, Aleppo governorate
reportedly killed one civilian child and injured at least two other civilians;

On 18 August 2022, a civilian man was killed as a result of what was reported to be a ground-
based strike in the town of Mare’a in northern rural Aleppo;

On 19 August 2022, rocket shelling struck multiple locations in al-Bab city, Aleppo, including a
market, and reportedly caused the death of at least 16 civilians, and injured at least 30 more,
including children;

On 24 August 2022, a drone strike on Tel Rifa’at town, Aleppo governorate reportedly killed at
least three civilians, including one woman, and injured at least five others;

On 3 October 2022, shelling on Qaramogh village near Ayn Al-Arab, Aleppo governorate
reportedly injured two civilians;

On 13 October 2022, shelling allegedly killed one woman near al-Hikmah hospital in al-Bab
city, Aleppo;

On 18 October 2022, six men were injured after shelling allegedly hit their van as they arrived
at the al-Homran crossing point, Aleppo governorate;

On 29 October 2022, one woman was killed and her son and spouse injured in an alleged rocket
shelling attack on Kuwait al-Rahma camp, east of Afrin city, Aleppo governorate.

Attacks and other incidents alleged to have occurred in Dayr Az Zawr, Raqgah and
Hasakah governorates

On 4 July 2022, shelling in Al-Hoshan village near Ain Issa, Raggah governorate reportedély
killed at least one civilian and injured at least two others;

On 4 July 2022, airstrikes allegedly killed at least two children in Al-Zerr town, Dayr Az Zawr
governorate;

On 24 July 2022, shelling in Al-Asadiya village near the town of Abu Rasayn, Hasakah
governorate reportedly injured four civilians, including two children;

On 24 July 2022, shelling in Al-Mujbaira village near the town of Tel Tamr, Hasakah
governorate reportedly killed one civilian and injured at least four others, including two women;
On 26 July 2022, shelling or drone strike in Sayda village near the town of Ain Issa, Raqqah
governorate reportedly killed one civilian and injured one other;

On 30 July 2022, shelling in Um Al Khair village near the town of Tel Tamr, Hasakah
governorate reportedly injured at least seven civilians, including one child;

On 6 August 2022, drone strike in Qamishli city, Hasakah governorate reportedly killed at least
two civilian children and injured at least two adult civilians;

On 9 August 2022, shelling in Al-Salmasa town near the town of Tel Tamr, Hasakah governorate
reportedly killed one civilian;

On 9 August 2022, shelling on Sikirka village near Qamishli city, Hasakah governorate
reportedly injured six civilians;

On 18 August 2022, an alleged drone strike on Shamouka village in the countryside of Hasakah,
Hasakah governorate killed five civilian girls and injured at least 11 others;

On 20 September 2022, shelling or drone strike on Al Suwaidiya village near the town of Ain
Issa, Raqgah governorate reportedly killed up to two civilians and injured up to three others;
On 20 September 2022, three civilians, including one child, were reportedly killed in airstrikes
in al-Baydar village, Raqqah governorate. At least one civilian was allegedly injured;

On 27 September 2022 in the afternoon, shelling on Al-Msheirfah village near the town of Abu
Rasayn, Hasakah governorate reportedly killed two civilian children and injured at least four
other civilians;
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On 28 September 2022, police and individuals carrying the flag of the so-called “Revolutionary
Youth” (Tevgera Ciwanén Soresger) allegedly drove vehicles into a civilian protest in

Qamishli city, beating protestors and preventing journalists from covering the events (allegedly
injuring one);

On 3 October 2022, shelling on Tal Al-Laban village near the town of Tel Tamr, Hasakah
governorate reportedly injured four civilians;

On 4 October 2022, shelling on Al-Matmoura village near the town of Abu Rasayn, Hasakah
governorate reportedly injured two civilians;

On 5 October 2022, civilians were allegedly shot at, beaten and stolen money from at a crossing
point in Buqurus town, Dayr Az-Zawr governorate. At least one child was reportedly injured as
a result;

On 14 October 2022, shelling on Al-Fakkah village near the town of Tel Tamr, Hasakah
governorate reportedly injured two civilians;

On 27 October, airstrikes in Al Hwaija village in Dayr Az Zawr governorate, reportedly resulted
in the death of one woman and the injury of two other civilians;

Since July 2022, recruitment of children, including girls, for participation in hostilities was
reported.

Attacks and other incidents in Damascus, Hama, al-Sweida, Dar’a, Latakia, Tartous

On 2 July, airstrikes reportedly struck al-Hamidiyah area, south of Tartous, Latakia, injuring
two civilians, including one woman;

On 17 July 2022, an attack by unidentified assailants allegedly resulted in the death of one
civilian woman and the injury of at least one child in Tafas, west of Dar’a;

On 24 July 2022, a drone reportedly struck the Hagia Sophia church in Sugaylabyeh, Hama
governorate, during an inauguration ceremony; one man was allegedly killed and at least seven
others were injured;

On 27 and 28 July 2022, military clashes in al-Sweida allegedly resulted in the death of 17
civilians and the injury of dozens in Salim and Atil towns;

On 25 August, airstrikes reportedly injured two civilians in Masyaf village, Hama governorate;
On 31 August, airstrikes allegedly impacted the international airports in both Aleppo and
Damascus as well as the Damascus-Dar’a highway and al-Kiswash, injuring two civilians;

On 6 September, airstrikes allegedly hit the runway of Aleppo International Airport and its
surroundings, rendering it out of service;

On 25 September, a number of survivors of a capsized boat off the Syrian coast, near Tartous,
were reportedly arrested;

On 1 November 2022, clashes between Government forces and alleged members of Da’esh
allegedly resulted in the death of a child in Dar’a governorate;

On 11 September 2022, one child was killed and two others were reportedly injured near Abtaa,
Dar’a, due to an unexploded ordinance explosion;

On 16 October, one civilian man was allegedly killed by unknown men in Ain Takar village,
Dar’a.

In this context, the most useful forms of assistance are the facilitation of unrestricted access to
witnesses or victims known to your Government and the provision of primary source materials,
photographs and assessments of any munition remnants, forensic data, expert, military and/or
forensic reports on violations of international humanitarian and human rights law, satellite or digital
imagery of incident sites, as well as maps and any other relevant documentation, including contextual
and intelligence information that your Government could share with the Commission.
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Annex 11

Questions regarding Legislative Decree n.7, dated April 30, 2022

The Commission would appreciate additional information regarding Legislative Decree n.7, dated April 30,
2022 issued by President Bashar al-Assad granting a general amnesty for terrorist crimes committed by
Syrians before April 2022, in particular regarding the following questions:

a)
b)
c)

d)

a)

b)

<)

g)
h)

)]

b)

¢)

d)

1. Questions regarding the release procedure:

Which authority is competent to determine who should be released?

How are families informed, including those living abroad, of the release of their relatives?

What documents are detainees provided with upon release in order to attest to their identity, the
applicability of the amnesty and their release?

Has the Syrian Government considered coordinating the releases with an independent detention
monitoring body to ensure that the process is transparent and conducted in a way that respects the rights
of the detainees and their families?

2. Questions regarding the beneficiaries of the Amnesty Decree

How many detainees have already been released following the issuance of the current Decree? Where
and when have they been arrested and where had they been most recently detained?

o How many women detainees have been released and/or will benefit from the current Decree?

o How many children detainees (under the age of 18) have been released and/or will benefit from

the current Decree?

How many of the detainees benefitting from the amnesty had been convicted under Law 19 of 2012
and/or laws 305 and 300 that were applicable before 2012, and based on what charges?
Does the Amnesty Decree also apply to those charged in absentia and who are currently living abroad or
otherwise outside Government-controlled areas (in territories under the control of SNA, HTS and SDF)?
If so, regarding individuals living abroad, how have they been informed?
Do they need to seek any document from the embassy in the country they are residing to prove the
applicability of the amnesty before their return (to ensure that they will not be arrested upon return to
Syria)? Alternatively, can their families residing in Syria request to issue a document/certificate
regarding the applicability of the amnesty from the competent authorities for them on their behal f?
Does the Amnesty Decree include defectors (military/political defectors)?
How many individuals have so far been excluded under the Decree’s exclusion clauses:
Crimes leading to the death of a human being as provided for under Act No. 19 (2012) concerning
counter-terrorism;
Crimes under the Penal code promulgated by Legislative Decree No. 148 (1949) and amendments
thereto,
Is any future Amnesty Decree planned in relation to other specific crimes, apart from terrorism, such as
political or security crimes?

3. Questions regarding the impact of the Amnesty Decree on the released person:

What is the status of former detainees having benefitted from the Amnesty Decree in terms of their
security record and the security clearance process?

What is the impact of the Amnesty Decree on the freezing of funds, confiscation of property and related
measures, taken pursuant to Article 11 and 12 of Law 19 of 20127 Are the released detainees, and their
families free to dispose of their assets? If so, are the detainees duly informed of how and where to
address related claims?

Upon their release, are the released detainees informed on how and where to address possible claims
regarding their treatment in detention, including ill-treatment, torture and sexual violence? What
procedural guarantees have been put in place to ensure a prompt and effective investigation, as well as
prosecution and punishment of those found responsible for committing such violations? What are the
avenues for reparations in this regard?

Are there any measures of rehabilitation in place in order to support the social reintegration of the
released detainees?
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LIST OF QUESTIONS FOR EACH DUTY-BEARER OR PARTY WITH REGARD TOTHE
SITUATION OF IMPRISONMENT AND DETENTION IN THE SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC SINCE
MARCH 2011:

The United Nations Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab
Republic (hercinafter the Commission) would appreciate receiving information with regard to the situation of
imprisonment and detention in the Syrian Arab Republic, including key detention-related recurrent human
rights concerns since March 2011, for the purposes of its upcoming special report on detention. This report
was requested by the UN Human Rights Council in its resolutions 44/21 of 17 July 2020 and 45/L.45 of 2
October 2020, and mandated to cover inter alia:

- detention-related violations and abuses such as extrajudicial killings, torture and other;

- cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, enforced disappearance, and other;

- human rights violations and abuses suffered by persons unlawfully or arbitrarily deprived of their

liberty including sexual and gender-based violence;

- the particular vulnerabilities of children in detention;

- access to detention facilities for medical services and monitoring bodies;

- information concerning detainees to their families; and

- justice for those arbitrarily detained.

While the Commission understands that some of the information requested relates to sensitive security
information, we would greatly appreciate any information possible on these matters to aide in our task of

undertaking a comprehensive inquiry.

In particular, the Commission would appreciate receiving:

1. Information concerning legislation, policies, directives, orders or other instruments
concerning the administration and management of detention facilities and detention
conditions, including amendments or modifications since March 2011,

2. Information on legislation, policies, directives, orders or other measures regarding safeguards for
detainees, including to (i) be informed of the charges against them and of their rights; (ii) have prompt
access to a lawyer; (iii) notify a relative or other person of their choice of their arrest; (iv) be brought
promptly before a judge.

3. Information concerning legislation, policies, directives, orders or other instruments related to
complaints systems and accountability for allegations of abuses in places of detention.

Statistics on detention-related violations or abuses since March 2011:

4. Annual statistical data per year - disaggregated by sex, ethnic/national origin, and age category (under
18, 18-65, over 65 years of age) - on the number of pre-trial detainees and convicted prisoners and the
occupancy rate at all places of detention that you operate or control inside the Syrian Arab Republic,
including:

a) The name, location, size (in terms of detainee capacity and square meters) of each place
of detention, including specialised detention facilities (e.g., juvenile detention centres,
women'’s detention centres, medical facilities with the capacity to hold detainees).

b)  Number of persons held in relation to political or security crimes, including terrorism-
related offenses and offenses related to violations of the laws of war, versus persons
detained for ‘ordinary” crimes

5. Annual statistical data per year regarding persons released from detention and the total length of time
detained upon release, disaggregated by age, gender, and pre-trial or post-conviction status.

a) As a subset of the total number of persons released from detention, the number of
persons released on the basis of amnesties adopted between March 2011 and the
present.

6. Annual statistical data per year regarding deaths in custody, and information on the manner in which
those deaths were investigated.

7. Annual statistical data per year regarding transfers or extraditions of detainees or prisoners from the
territory of the Syrian Arab Republic to other locations.
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8. Information regarding children in detention, whether such detention has been used as a measure of
last resort and limited to the shortest possible period, and measures taken to ensure that juveniles are
separated from adults in all places of detention.

Prevention of detention-related violations or abuses:

9. Information regarding measures taken or foreseen to prevent detention-related abuses or violations by
your authorities/forces, including through guidance or inspections.

10. Information concerning access to detention facilities provided to monitoring bodies (such as civil
society organizations, the UN or the ICRC) to undertake independent visits.

11. Information concerning access to detention facilities provided for medical services.

12. Information concerning contact with and access to detainees for their families.

13. Information concerning measures taken to ensure respect for the principle of inadmissibility of
evidence obtained through torture and ill-treatment.

Investigation of detention-related violations or abuses: redress and support for victims

14, Information concerning investigations carried out into the detention-related violations or abuses that
were allegedly committed by your authorities/forces, to hold the perpetrators to account.

15. Information on remedies available to victims of detention-related violations or abuses committed by
your authorities/forces.

16. Information on what protection and support mechanisms are in place for victims of detention-related
violations or abuses (including legal, medical or psychosocial assistance).

17. Information on any mecasures adopted to encourage victims to safely report allegations of such
violations or abuses.

18. Annual statistical data since March 2011 on the number of complaints, investigations, prosecutions,
convictions and sentences imposed in cases of detention-related violations and abuses.

Other:

19. Information regarding measures taken to implement recommendations made with respect to detention
by the Commission of Inquiry,! other UN human rights mechanisms or other relevant bodies since March
2011,

! The Commission’s reports are all accessible on www.ohchr.org/coisyria (under documentation), with the
recommendations usually listed last, in bold. By way of example, in its most recent report (A/HRC/45/31) the
Commission inter alia recommended all parties to close all makeshift and temporary places of detention;
improve health conditions and ensure prisoner releases in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic; cease torture

and other cruel treatment including sexual violence in places of detention; take measures to reveal the fates or

those detained and establish an effective channel of communication with families; and facilitate unfettered
access for independent humanitarian, protection and human rights organizations to places of confinement or
detention.
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