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Map of the Syrian Arab Republic!
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Annex |1

Main detention facilities in the Syrian Arab Republic where the Commission has verified violations?

UNITED NATIONS

Overview of main detention facilities in Syrian Arab Republic where the Commission has verified violations oo |
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L This overview does not exhaustively list facilities
in which the Commission has verified violations. It represents a small sample of the facilities at which recurrent violations by duty bearers were documented since
2011. The true number of detention facilities where violations have taken place is far higher than indicated here.
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Violations verified in main detention facilities in north-west Syrian Arab Republi
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Violations verified in main detention facilities in north-east Syrian Arab Republic “N'TED&:LL‘;z;: 2)
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Violations verified in main detention facilities in central-west Syrian Arab Republic um=ganons :ﬁ@
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Violations verified in main detention facilities in south Syrian Arab Republic ~ eonors ’@
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Methodology of the data collection

1. Given that this present report covers nearly a decade of detention and related
violations in the Syrian Arab Republic, the Commission issued a general call for submissions
and sent out specific requests for information to entities having reportedly deprived people
of their liberty in Syria since 2011, including United Nations Member States, in order to
request data on the prevalence of arbitrary detention, and the related violations covered by
this report, in the Syrian Arab Republic. Requests were also sent to other United Nations
entities.

2. In view of the mandate to cover nearly a decade of detention in the Syrian Arab
Republic, a quantitative analysis of the Commission’s own interviews related to detention
was also undertaken, to provide a basic overview of trends over the entirety of the conflict.

3. To this end, the Commission analysed its own database of interviews and information
that comprises over 7,874 separate interviews with victims, witnesses and other sources
conducted since March 2011.

4. Following a review by Commission staff, the analysis revealed that 2,658 interviews
were relevant to the issue of arbitrary detention and related violations committed by nearly
all parties in the Syrian Arab Republic. In reviewing its own collection of interviews, staff
members of the Commission took note of information related to the violations of enforced
disappearance and incommunicado detention, torture, inhuman or degrading treatment and
sexual violence through a basic methodology. This methodology was to note if the
interviewee has either experienced a violation or had knowledge of an incident that took
place, either through witnessing it directly or receiving credible reports of the incident!. A
third category was used when both apply, i.e. the person being interviewed had personally
experienced the violation and, in addition, had either directly witnessed or received credible
reports of similar violations suffered by others.

5. This methodology allowed the Commission to create a dataset of those who it has
interviewed over nearly 10 years that had directly experienced a violation, as well as another
category of those who had first or second hand knowledge of such violations. The
methodology for death in detention was more nuanced due to the obstacles surrounding the
reporting of this issue. In this regard, the data set was completed by analysing whether
information regarding death in detention had been received via reports or through witnesses
of the death, through the provision of a death certificate, if the interviewee say the saw body
and, lastly, when the interviewee had received the body and a death certificate.

6. It should be noted that the interviews of the Commission were conducted over almost
a decade without a view to undertaking such quantitative statistical analysis. Therefore,
inferences taken from the data were limited in the following ways. Where an interview
covered a specific violation, this has been recorded. However this methodology cannot take
into account instances where a person was not asked about a specific violation during a given
interview, notwithstanding that some interviewees may have had such additional
information. In this regard, where the percentages reported do not add up to 100, the
unmentioned quantity relates to an “unknown” category. Worth noting also is that testimonies
focussing on severe violations, such as rape or torture, may have been less inclined to also
cover comparatively less severe violations related to, for instance, detention conditions. In
addition, the sample collected by the Commission was subject to the investigative priorities
of the period during it was conducted. Lastly, in terms of caveats, most interviews identified
multiple victims and it was not possible to record this information within the restrictions of the

First-hand witness reports and credible second-hand witness reports were counted in the same data set,
to facilitate methodological consistency during data entry, also for cases that could otherwise
reasonably be interpreted to fall into either category (such as interviews with health workers seeing and
documenting fresh injuries caused by torture first-hand, but without having been present in the cell
where the victim was tortured).

38



A/HRC/46/55

39

data review, therefore the data is limited by just examining one interview as one entry. The
information therefore gives an indication of how often an issue was reported during
interviewees, but does not attempt to give an indication of the full scale of violations
documented by the Commission.

7. Compounding this, the brutal oppression of a vast number of communities living
under the control of both the Government and armed groups has led to a palpable fear of
reprisals against individuals for speaking out on arbitrary detention and related violations. In
recent years, the reduced prospects for Syrians to leave the country, or areas controlled by
armed actors, has in turn impaired the Commission’s and other organisations’ ability to
interview victims and witnesses and document violations due to protection risks.

8. The statistics are presented to give a broad overview of trends over the entirety of the
conflict and are not intended to be a comprehensive analysis of all detention related violations
that have taken place in that time. In this regard, the legal and factual findings within this
report are based on individual cases noted in the individual duty bearer chapters that have
been assessed to meet the Commission’s standard of proof of reasonable grounds to believe.
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