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Map of the Syrian Arab Republic:

[//”

A Ladhlqrya%
(Latakia) \

\
D)

o
{
|
{
Y
{

\\

Banyas}‘{'--’ \ ,
MEDITERRANEAN [ARI US/ { el | R (!‘?"‘a‘h) - ¥ \
I £ [ X A A,
¥ s~ N\ \
SEA Tanus zg;taﬁ’ v AsSuktnah
1@ Himg (Homs) HIMS 2
Bubdyral oo Tyas
Tarabulus (Tripoli) A'I)é';;”,‘}' T
- y ) —
//

LA A N SR SV i RSN Viva"§ehir) we | Marin e N’_‘/wf N S{W_
SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC Lenlta i oKiglepe L Nusaybin =i ey
‘ BN o AL 37N
|2 TURKE Y\ Al Qamishi P
T Ceylanpinar, /. all A U\
larablus \ Akgakale . Zahir_\
Iskenderty /& atadopeg \, - |
/K‘:;(hanc‘ ; \ 4 Sl | Tall ‘Afar -\
Uluginargs” ZANY \ 4 / inj o\
| i, 7 | \ AL HASAKAH |
s Ny 3 “""a" Ely [t ARRAQIAH(, '
¢ 3 y
! Harim AsSaflra Bubayral
b \/lx /ldllbl Sabkia Al \\\ ,Lj'/\x\m/ ArRaqqah -/
ALJ?. Fa < e Eppo A |
] Ama \J
CYPRUS LADHIQ]YA y T‘n}

4 ) S
o~ - e 7 3
Jubayl (L EBANO N \ . AI Qaryalayn%f C ) )
1 | Baarbek/ ,J An Nabk < & National capital d
ot i / o N ‘,/" 77 @ Provincial capital \1
Bayr(t (Bsirut) Zah}ea&) vab“/‘d 45 Ab;r ____________ L o Town,vilage .
Az Zabadam Al AN et N T e / &Aoo
A Tau/b Qutayta N\ \ A ‘ )
Saida/ ( \ 2 = International boundary
i =~ <
Natﬁt}l\y: 5 Dlmashq (Damascus) .)‘ Provincial boundary
Catana D rayya¢
Tirek /K ‘\ DIMASHQ Ex?ressway
Sac (el l' Main road
~AI Qunaynrah\ Ay
@ As/sanamayn S P ¢ Secondary road N
P3N - o 7 i
QUNAYT[RAH ‘DAR A= | P / Railroad
Hana Lake ,r T N - \ 'rrosi / <+ Ol pipeline
Tiberias ‘ } As Suwayda' \. Irebiz
Dav d AS 7
Nazareth ~ p% "
ISR 4’ ""'d ‘ (J—SUWAYDA' L2 8 8
| mi
Netanya/ \- \LSaIkhad/ /
BE 35°E A~ TE | 1°E 42E

Map No. 4204 Rev. 3 UNITED NATIONS

April 2012

L The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official
endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.

GE.20-11441

Department of Field Support
Cartographic Section

26



A/HRC/44/61

Annex |1

27

Map of the Idlib and Western Aleppo Governorates of the

Syrian Arab Republic?

Attacks impacting civilians and civilian infrastructure, November 2019 —

as of 1 June 2020
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Satellite imagery, including in relation to specific incidents
investigated

29 January, al-Shami hospital, Ariha town, Idlib governorate

1. On 29 January, at approximately 10:30 p.m., pro-government forces launched three
airstrikes that struck a residential area in close proximity to al-Shami surgical hospital,
killing the hospital’s director and severely damaging the emergency and x-ray units, in
addition to the hospital’s laboratory and vital medical equipment (see section V. C.).
Subsequent to this attack, the hospital was rendered non-operational, thus leaving civilians
with no other operational medical facility in southern Idlib.

2. Approximately 12 residential homes located near the hospital, in addition to
numerous commercial shops, a bakery, civilian vehicles and one ambulance, were also
damaged. At least 14 civilians, including one doctor, 5 women and 5 children, were killed
and dozens injured. Residents interviewed by the Commission recalled that following this
attack, some 80.000 women, men and children fled Ariha.

3. Interviewees described that, earlier that day, doctors were busy treating the
casualties from another attack that took place earlier on 29 January on Kafr Latt town. At
around 10 a.m., as health personnel was providing care to the wounded, flight spotters
reported that aircraft had been observed heading towards Ariha town. Fearing attacks,
medical staff began evacuating the patients. Two ambulance vehicles were sent to al-Shami
to collect the patients and transport them to other hospitals in the area.

4. Medical staff who witnessed the attack recalled how, at around 10:30 p.m., they
heard the first airstrike that caused a loud explosion and shook the hospital. Windows and
doors were shattered, while a civilian vehicle stationed nearby caught fire. As civilians
sought shelter in the basement and under hospital beds, two consecutive airstrikes hit the
hospital’s immediate vicinity and impacted nearby residential homes. The airstrikes caused
significant damage to vital medical equipment inside the hospital, subsequently rendering it
out of services.

5. Consistent with interview accounts, video footage, picture material and satellite
imagery (see image below) showed large-scale destruction inside the facility and
surrounding residential areas. The three points of impact were situated very close to each
other and impacted the immediate vicinity of the hospital building on three sides, indicating
a precise attack likely carried out by missiles, which appeared to have targeted the hospital.

6. The Commission notes that, during the time of the attack, there was no ground
fighting and the front line was more than 10 kilometres away to the south-east. Interviewees
consistently described the area as civilian, without military objectives located nearby.

7. Credible information obtained by the Commission, including flight spotters’ reports
and overflight data, indicate that at least one Russian aircraft departed from Hmemim Air
Base between 10:17 and 10:20 p.m., and was observed in the vicinity of Ariha town at
10:30 p.m. Witness statements subsequently confirmed that the airstrikes were launched out
at 10:30 p.m., and were carried out in sequence within an interval of 10 minutes.

8. The Commission received no information suggesting that a Syrian aircraft was
present in the area, or was part of a coordinated aerial operation, during the time of the
attack. The Russian Ministry of Defence denied that a Russian aircraft had been involved in
a combat mission in Ariha that resulted into the destruction of al-Shami hospital.?

See https://iz.ru/970319/2020-01-30/minoborony-oproverglo-udar-aviatcii-po-grazhdanskim-
obektam-v-sirii and https://tass.ru/armiya-i-opk/7643795. In note verbales addressed to the Russian
Federation and the Syrian Arab Republic of 29 April and 5 June respectively, the Commission sought
but did not receive information on potential military objectives located near the hospital and adjacent
residential areas in Ariha town during the time of this attack.
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15 January, commercial area in Idlib city, Idlib governorate

9. On 15 January, at around 2 p.m., pro-government forces carried out a series of
airstrikes that struck the densely populated al-Hal market and adjacent commercial area in
Idlib city (see section VV.A.). The attack killed at least 19 civilians, including 2 children, and
injured 60 others. Two of the airstrikes struck a gas cylinder in a commercial shop which
subsequently set a number of other shops and vehicles on fire.

10.  Interviewees described the area as civilian in nature, a well-known location,
regularly visited by residents, including displaced civilians, as it was affordable for the vast
majority of disadvantaged families in Idlib and surrounding areas. The market is situated
some 200 meters from the Idlib commercial area, approximately 2 kilometres from Idlib
city. The Commission did not receive information indicative of the presence of military
objective in or near the market.

11.  Witnesses recalled how they saw aircraft over Idlib city, and heard explosions in the
early afternoon hours, followed by ground spotters’ informing civilians that an attack was
carried out on al-Hal market and adjacent commercial area. Rescuers who went to the scene
after the attack described seeing dismembered bodies scattered on the ground, while
civilians were helping others at the market to retrieve bodies from under the rubble. As the
wounded were rushed to the hospital, doctors who treated victims from both incidents
recalled how most of the victims suffered severe shrapnel injuries, while others were badly
burnt or had lost limbs.

12.  Credible information, including video footage, pictures and satellite imagery (see
image below) show the destruction of the market area. Consisting with witness statements,
flight spotters’ reports and overflight data obtained by the Commission, indicate that a
Syrian MiG 23 (Flogger) departed from Hama Military Airbase at 2:06 p.m. hours and was
observed flying towards Idlib city at the time of the attack on al-Hal market.

13. The Commission notes that the Russian Aerospace Forces do not operate such
aircraft in Syria, and that only Syrian aircraft operate from Hama Air Base. The
Commission received no information suggesting that a Russian aircraft was present in the
area, or was part of a coordinated aerial operation, during the time of the attack.
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5 March, poultry farm in Marat Misrin town, Idlib governorate

14.  On 5 March, between 2 and 2:30 a.m., pro-government forces carried out two
consecutive airstrikes that struck directly a poultry farm in Marat Misrin, where around 100
displaced individuals had settled after fleeing Hama and southern Idlib, including Ariha and
Ma’arat al Numan between December and January (see section V. A.). The attack
destroyed the farm in its entirety, and killed at least 16 civilians, including 8 women and 3
children, and injured 25 others, including 5 women and 7 children.

15.  The farm was located an in a remote agricultural area approximately 2 kilometres
west from Marat Misrin town. It was a large, distinctive building located amid farmlands of
olive threes. Interviewees described that displaced families were accommodated in 4
warehouse-like facilities, while the closest residential houses were located between 20 to 50
meters away. Interviewees further described the area as civilian in nature, without military
objectives located nearby.

16.  Airstrikes commenced at around 2 a.m., while most of the families were still
sleeping. Interviewees recalled being awoken by a large explosion at 2:15 a.m., and running
outside to escape further attacks, while others remained stuck under the rubble for hours.
Shortly afterwards, at around 2:30 a.m., pro-government forces launched a second airstrike
that struck an open area near the farm, killing 1 girl and 2 men who were trying to hide
outside. As the farm was completely destroyed, almost all of the displaced families left the
next day.

17.  Most of the victims suffered severe injuries, with some brought to Marat Misrin
hospital with severe shrapnel injuries or without limbs. Family members were forced to
identify their lost loved ones based on birth marks, clothing or other similar features.

18.  Consistent with interview accounts, video footage, picture material and satellite
imagery (see image below) obtained by the Commission show the complete destruction of
the farm, in addition to crater impacts in its vicinity. The first airstrike hit the farm directly
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while the second struck its vicinity, indicating a precise and intended targeted attack on the
facility and civilians as they fled.

19.  Credible information obtained by the Commission, including flight spotters’ reports
and confidential submissions, indicate that at least one Russian aircraft was observed
leaving Hmemim Air Base at 1:23 a.m., with frequent sightings along the general route to
Marat Misrin town. This flight path is consistent with the capabilities of several different
aircraft operated by the Russian Air Force from Hmemim Air Base. Overflight data further
indicates that, a Russian aircraft was present between 2:01 and 2:27 a.m. over Marat
Misrin, during the time when the attack took place.

20. The Commission received no information suggesting that a Syrian aircraft was
present in the area, or was part of a coordinated aerial operation, during the time of the
attack.

Imagery date: 4 March 2020, 08:20:19 UTC / Imagery date: 05 March 2020, 08:33:23 UTC
|Source: DigitalGlobe ©2020, WorldView-2 7l Source: DigitalGlobe ©2020, WorldView-3
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D. Additional Satellite Imagery

Atarib, western Aleppo, tent-like settlements as emerged between 3 and
16 February (section V.E.)

Imagery date: 03 February 2020, 08:42:30 UTC| | Imagery date: 16 February 2020, 08:46:12 UTC
Source: DigitalGlobe ©2020, WorldView-3 | | |Source: DigitalGlobe ©2020, WorldView-2
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Atarib, western Aleppo, damage between 3 and 16 February (section
V.Band V.E))
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