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[English only]

Correspondence
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o Lot ol

12 September 2014

Excell=ncy,

Following our appointment a:z Commissionsrs for the Commission of Inguiry fo
imvestipate purperted violations of international law in the Corupied Palestinian Territory,
particularly in the Gaza Soip of the Human Eights Council. we will b= making a courtesy
visit to Geneva from 1§ to 18 September 2014,

We would like mest with your Excellency to discuss our mandate and our firnare
cooperation. Jur assistant in Geneva, Ms. Veronica Delgano Twrner (vdelzado@ohchr ore)
will be in contact with your secretary in order to MTangs a meeting.

We leok forward to engaging with your Government in the context of the fulflment of
our mandate.

Yours sinceraly,

William Schabas Mary McoGowan Davis

IWI, |],r| 6"'%’\,_, 2 g }rp":'}-pA.__hH_

Dioudou Diéne

HE. Mr. Eviatar Manaor

Ambassader Extraordimary and Plenipetentiary
Permanent Fepresentative of Israz] to the United Martions
and other infemmational orgapizations in Geneva

Avernme de la Parx 1-3, 1202 Geneva

GE.15-10382
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REFERENCE:

NATIONS UNIES ‘ UNITED NATIONS

UNITED NATIONS INDEPENDENT COMMISSION OF INQUIRY ON THE 2014 GAZA CONFLICT
PALAIS DES NATIONS - 1211 GENEVA 10, SWITZERLAND

TEL: +41 22 917 9000 * FAX: +41 22 917 9008 * E-MAIL: coigaza@ohchr.org
COL-Gaza/WS/EM/vdt 16 October 2014

Excellency,

I am writing in my capacity as Chair of the United Nations Independent
Commission of Inquiry on the 2014 Gaza Conflict. Mary McGowan Davis, Doudou Diene
being the two other Commissioners. We were appointed by the President of the Human
Rights Council, His Excellency Ambassador Baudelaire Ndong Ella, in August 2014.

The three Comumissioners request your Government to provide them, as well as the
staff members of its Secretariat, access to Israel. In order to implement our mandate, we
need to visit Israel and to have access via Israel to the Gaza strip and the West Bank. In
accordance with its mandate, the Commission is investigating alleged violations
attributable to all parties to the conflict in these three areas. The cooperation of the
Government of Israel will permit us to meet with victims and to visit locations where
violations took place in all of these areas.

Given the short duration of our mandate and the request by the Human Rights
Council that we report in March 2015, we wish to travel to the region for several weeks
during November and December. Specifically, we would request your cooperation in
travelling to Israel and visiting its territory in order to mvestigate rocket attacks emanating
from Gaza as well as to meet with civilian and military officials in the Government of
Israel able to provide us with information about these attacks as well as about activities of
the Government of Israel in the Gaza strip and the West Bank that are relevant to the
contlict. In addition, we seek your assistance in facilitating access so as to conduct our
work in the Gaza strip and the West Bank.

I also take this opportunity to reiterate our request for a meeting with Your
Excellency in order to further discuss the work of the Commission. We will be in Geneva
next week should a meeting with you be possible and convenient.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

WA

William Schabas
Chair
Commission of Inquiry on the 2014 Gaza Conflict

His Excellency

Mr. Eviatar Manor

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of Israel to the United Nations
and other International Organizations at Geneva

Avenue de la Paix 1-3, 1202 Geneva

E-mail: mission-israel@geneva.mfa.gov.il
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REFERENCE:

NATIONS UNIES . UNITED NATIONS

UNITED NATIONS INDEPENDENT COMMISSION OF INQUIRY ON THE 2014 GAZA CONFLICT
PALAIS DES NATIONS » 1211 GENEVA 10, SWITZERLAND
www.ohchr.org

+ TEL: +41 22917 9000 « FAX: +41 22917 9008 « EMAIL: coigaza@obchr.org

COI-Gaza/WS/KLivdt 24 November 2014

Excellency,

I refer to the letter dated 16 October 2014 with regard to the United Nations
Independent Commission of Inquiry on the 2014 Gaza conflict.

The Commission would like to reiterate the request for cooperation in
implementing its mandate. including by providing access to Israel and facilitating access to
the West Bank, including East Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip to enable the Commission to
meet with victims of alleged violations and relevant authorities, including military
officials. We would also respectfully request access to all documentation relevant to our
inquiry.

The Commission reiterates its firm convietion that in order to examine all incidents
relevant to its mandate and investigate alleged violations committed by all parties,
including rocket attacks that emanated from Gaza and its impact on Israeli citizens, it is
crucial that the Commission visit all affected areas.

The Commission intends to conduct field visits in the coming two months. The
delegation will be composed by the three Commissioners, accompanied by staff of the
Secretariat.

The Commission will be in Geneva on 26 and 27 November 2014, and would like
to take this opportunity to reiterate our request for a meeting with Your Excellency in order
to further discuss the work of the Commission.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

WMSAA

William Schabas
Chair
United Nations Independent Commission of Inquiry
on the 2014 Gaza Conflict

His Excellency

Mr. Eviatar Manor

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of Israel to the United Nations
and other International Organizations at Geneva

Avenue de la Paix 1-3. 1202 Geneva

E-mail: mission-isracl{@geneva.mfa. gov.il
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REFERENCE:

NATIONS UNIES ‘ UNITED NATIONS

UNITED NATIONS INDEPENDENT COMMISSION OF INQUIRY ON THE 2014 GAZA CONFLICT
PALATS DES NATIONS - 1211 GENEVA 10, SWITZERLAND

*TEL: +41 22 917 9000 - FAX:- +41 22 917 9008 * E-MAIL: coigaza@ohchr org

COL-Gaza/WS/KL/vdt 7 January 2015

Excellency,

I refer to our previous correspondence with regard to the United Nations
Independent Commission of Inquiry on the 2014 Gaza conflict. The Commission would
like to once again reiterate the request for cooperation in implementing its mandate,
including by providing access to Israel and facilitating access to the West Bank, including
East Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip to enable the Commission to meet with victims of
alleged violations and relevant authorities.

The Commission wishes to make it clear that it interprets this mandate to include
investigations of the activities of Palestinian armed groups in Gaza, including attacks on
Israel. The Commission reiterates its firm conviction that in order to examine all incidents
relevant to its mandate meluding assessing the impact of rocket and mortar attacks on
Israeli citizens, it is crucial that the Commission visit all affected areas.

The Commission will be in Geneva from 12 to 16 January 2015, and would like to
take this opportunity to reiterate our request for a meeting with Your Excellency in order to
further discuss the work of the Commission.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

WM M

William Schabas
Chair
Commission of Inquiry on the 2014 Gaza Conflict

His Excellency
Mr. Eviatar Manor
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
Permanent Representative of Israel to the United Nations
and other International Organizations at Geneva

Avenue de la Paix 1-3, 1202 Geneva
E-mail: mission-israel(@geneva.mfa.gov.il

34/40



A/HRC/29/52

35/40

BEFERENCE-

Ny
LS o
A

NATIONS UNIES UNITED NATIONS

UNITED NATIONS INDEPENDENT C OMMISSION OF INQUIRY ON THE 2014 GAZA CONFLICT
PALAIS DES NATIONS - 1211 GENEVA 10, SWITZERLAND

= TEL: +41 22 517 5000 - FAX:- +41 22917 B008 - E-MAIL: coigazalFohcie. org

COLGazaWS/ELvdt 24 November 2014

Excellency,

I refer to our meeting of 17 September 2014 regarding the work of the United
Nations Independent Commission of Inquiry on the 2014 Gaza Conflict and the possibility
of us seeking the assistance of the Government of Egypt to facilitate the Commission’s
access to Gaza if access was not possible through Israel

As we have not yet received a response to several requests to the Israeli anthorities,
we would like to express our desire to travel to Gaza through the Rafah crossing. The
cooperation of the Government of Egypt will permit us to meet with victims and to visit
locations where incidents that are relevant to the conflict may have taken place.

The Commission very much appreciates receiving the valuable support of the
Government of Egypt in facilitating the delegation’s travel to Gaza through the Rafah
crossing. We have started conducting interviews with victims and witnesses and we intend
to carry out field investigations in Gaza in January. The cooperation of your Excellency’s
Government will permit us to meet with victims and to visit locations where incidents that
are relevant to the conflict may have taken place.

The Commission intends to travel to Gaza for 10 to 15 days during the period of 9
to 25 January 2015. The delegation will be composed of the three Commussioners and will
be accompanied by six to eight staff of the Secretariat. A detailed list of the members of
the delegation will be sent to you ahead of the mission to allow sufficient time fo complete
the visa requirements and make any other necessary arrangements.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

WA

William Schabas
Chair
United Nations Independent Commission of Inquiry
on the 2014 Gaza Conflict
His Excellency
Mr. Amr Ramadan
Ambassador

Permanent Representative of Egypt to the United Nations
and other International Organizations at Geneva

Avenue Blanc 49

1202 Geneva

E-mail: mission egyptiaties itu int
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I1. Stakeholders consulted by the commission of inquiry”

Diplomatic missions
Permanent Mission of the Republic of Cyprus to the United Nations Office at Geneva and other
international organizations in Switzerland

Permanent Mission of the Arab Republic of Egypt to the United Nations Office and other
international organizations in Geneva

Permanent Mission of France to the United Nations Office and other international organizations
in Geneva

Permanent Mission of the Federal Republic of Germany to the United Nations Office and other
international organizations in Geneva

Permanent Mission of Ireland to the United Nations Office and other international organizations
in Geneva

Permanent Mission of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan to the United Nations Office and other
international organizations in Geneva

Permanent Mission of the State of Qatar to the United Nations Office and other international
organizations in Geneva

Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to the United Nations and other international
organizations in Geneva

Permanent Mission of the Republic of Rwanda to the United Nations Office and other
international organizations in Geneva

Permanent Mission of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland to the United
Nations Office and other international organizations in Geneva

Permanent Observer Mission of the State of Palestine to the United Nations Office and other
international organizations in Geneva

Permanent Delegation of the European Union to the United Nations Office and other
international organizations in Geneva

Domestic authorities

State of Palestine

Ministry of Agriculture
Ministry of Health
Ministry of the Interior
Office of the Prosecutor
Central Bureau of Statistics

Jerusalem Governorate

* In the light of the commission’s confidentiality policy, it should be noted that inclusion in this list was done
on the basis of explicit authorization by the relevant party. Therefore, the list is not exhaustive and includes
only those persons and organizations that authorized the commission to be mentioned in the report.

GE.15-10382 36/40



A/HRC/29/52

37/40

Palestinian Liberation Organization
Higher National Commission for Prisoners and Detainees Affairs

Negotiations Support Unit
Authorities in Gaza

Other official meetings

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan

United Nations and international organizations

Human Rights Council, President

Special Rapporteur on adequate housing as a component of the right to an adequate standard of
living, and on the right to non-discrimination in this context

Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories occupied since
1967

Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
United Nations Children’s Fund
United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women

United Nations Headquarters Board of Inquiry into certain incidents that occurred in the Gaza
Strip between 8 July 2014 and 26 August 2014

United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Occupied Palestinian
Territory

United Nations Institute for Training and Research Operational Satellite Applications
Programme

United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees
World Health Organization

Non-governmental organizations

Adalah — The Legal Center for Arab Minority Rights in Israel

Al-Haq

Addameer Prisoner Support and Human Rights Association

Al Mezan Center for Human Rights

Amnesty International

Badil — Resource Center for Palestinian Residency and Refugee Rights
Civic Coalition for Palestinian Rights in Jerusalem

Defence for Children International Palestine

GE.15-10382
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Diakonia
Euromid Observer for Human Rights
Human Rights Watch

International Association of Jewish Lawyers and Jurists

International Federation for Human Rights
Palestinian Centre for Human Rights

Palestinian Medical Relief Society

Physicians for Human Rights — Israel

Public Committee Against Torture in Israel

Other Voices from the South

Women’s Affairs Center of Palestine

Women’s Affairs Technical Committee of Palestine
Women’s Centre for Legal Aid and Counselling
UN Watch

Experts

Doctor Mads Gilbert
Colonel (ret.) Richard Kemp
Daniel Reisner

Professor Marco Sassoli
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Submissions to the commission of inquiry”

United Nations agencies, offices and special procedures mandate holders

Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

United Nations Children’s Fund

United Nations Development Programme

United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women

United Nations Institute for Training and Research Operational Satellite Applications
Programme

United Nations Mine Action Service
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees
World Health Organization

Special Rapporteur on adequate housing as a component of the right to an adequate standard of
living, and on the right to non-discrimination in this context

Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences

Non-governmental organizations

Adalah — The Legal Center for Arab Minority Rights in Israel
Addameer — Prisoner Support and Human Rights Association

Al Dameer Association for Human Rights

Al-Haq

Alkarama Foundation

Al Mezan Center for Human Rights

American Association of Jurists

Amnesty International

Arab Lawyers Union

Artificial Limbs and Polio Center in Gaza

Badil-Resource Center for Palestinian Residency and Refugee Rights
Bara’m El-Funoun Palestinian Dance Troupe

Civic Coalition for Palestinian Rights in Jerusalem

Defence for Children International — Palestine and Israel Section

Euromid Observer for Human Rights

In the light of the commission’s confidentiality policy, it should be noted that inclusion in this list was done
on the basis of explicit authorization by the relevant party. Therefore, the list is not exhaustive and includes
only those persons and organizations that authorized the commission to mention their submissions in the
report.
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Forensic Architecture

HaMoked — Center for the Defence of the Individual
High Level International Military Group

Hemaya Centre for Human Rights

International Association of Democratic Lawyers
International Association of Jewish Lawyers and Jurists
International Federation for Human Rights
International Network on Explosive Weapons

Jerusalem Center for Genocide Prevention and Hebrew University Hadassah Genocide

Prevention Program

Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs
Kvinna till Kvinna Foundation
Lawyers for Palestinian Human Rights

Mada — Palestinian Center for Development and Media Freedoms

National Lawyers Guild, Palestine Subcommittee
NGO Monitor

Palestinian Centre for Human Rights

Palestinian Medical Relief Society

Palestinian Working Women Society for Development
Physicians for Human Rights Israel

Public Committee against Torture in Israel

Rural Women’s Development Society

Society of St. Yves, Catholic Center for Human Rights
The Lawfare Project

Women’s Centre for Legal Aid and Counselling

UK Lawyers for Israel

Individual submissions™
Charles Abelsohn

Professor Amichai Cohen
Denis Mac Eoin

Doctor Mads Gilbert

Jonathan Tate Harris

Eado Hecht

Colonel (ret.) Richard Kemp
Maurice Ostroff

ok
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The list does not include the large number of e-mails and letters received recounting individual

experiences.
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