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United Nations ¥%# Nations Unies
INDEPENDENT PANEL OF EXPERTS
APPOINTED BY THE SECRETARY=GENERAL PLRSUANT O GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION ()0-"2'16
(TrE DAG HAMMARSKIOQLD PANEL)

KEFERENCE: 2015-DHP-0}

8 April 2015

Ixcellency,

I have the honour to refer to General Assembly resolution 69/246 of 29 December 2014
entitled “Investigation into the conditions and circumstances resulting in the tragic death of
Dag Hammarskjéld and of the members of the party accompanying him™. Furthermore, [ have
the honour fo recall the announcement of His Excellency, the Secretary-General, that he has, in
accordance with operative paragraph | of resolution 69/246, appointed an Independent Panel of
Experts to examine and assess the probative value of new information related to the tragic
death of former Secretary-General Dag Hammarskjold and members of the party
accompanying him (the Dag Hammarskjéld Panel),

In my capacity as Head of the Panel. [ am pleased to inform you that, together with its other
members, Ms. Kerryn Macaulay {Australia) and Mr. Henrik Larsen (Denmark), the Panel has
commenced its work as of 30 March 2015, Furthermore, 1 wish 1o advise that the Panel 1s
scheduled to submit its findings o the Seeretary-General within 10 weeks.

Further to operative paragraph 2 of resolution 69/246 and the Secretary-General's note
verbale of 19 January 2015 encouraging Member States {o provide him with any relevant
records or other relevant information in their possession, the Panel invites Member States o
share any such records or information with it. Member States may contact myse!f or the other
members of the Panel through the Secretary to the Panel, M. Matthew Willis, who can be
reached via email or telephone at willis2@un.org or +1-917-367-4907, respectively.

Please accept, Your Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

——

'//

Mohamed Chande Othman
Head of the Dag Hammarskjold Panel

His/Her Excellency

Permanent Representative

Permanent Mission of ... ] to the United Nations
New York
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United Nations ) Nations Unics

INDEPENDENT PANEL OF EXPERTS
APPOINTED BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL PURSUANRT TO GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 69/246
{Tie DAG HAMMARSKICLD PANEL)

REFERENCED 2015-DHP-004

23 April 2015

Excellency,

I have the honour to refer to the mandate of the Independent Panel of Experts established
pursuant te General Assembly resolution 69/246 of 29 December 2014 (the Dag Hammarskjold
Panel) to examine and assess the probative value of new information related to the tragic death
of former Secretary-General Dag Hammarskjild and of the members of the party
accompanying him. In addition, | have the honour to refer o the note verbale from the
Permanent Mission of Belgium to the Secretariat of the United Nations, dated 25 March 2015,
advising that the competent Belgian authorities are undertaking a scarch of their records for
information relating to the tragic incident. Furthermore, I wish to refer to my letter to the
Permanent Representatives of all Member States to the United Nations, dated 8 April 2015,
inviting their Excellencies 1o share with the Panel any relevant records or other relevant
information in their possession, pursuant to the request set out in operative paragraph 2 of
resolution 69/246 and by His Excellency, the Secretary-General, in his note verbale of 19
January 2015,

Further to those general requests, and having now reviewed the new information and
material presently available to the Panel more closely, the Panel would like to add the
following more specific requests related to material potentially of particular relevance to its
work. Several sources make reference to the presence of Belgian nationals operating as pilots
for, or otherwise supporting, Kataganese forces in and around Congo, in 1961, including an
individual referred to by the Commission of Inquiry of 2013, in its report dated 9 September
2013 (A/68/800), as “Beukels”, Other such individuals about which new information has come
to light include a Mr, Vak Riesseghel (possibly a misspelling of Jan van Risseghem), referred
to by the US State Department in a cable from Leopoldville dated 18 September; as well as
Messrs. Andre Gilson, Carlos or Charles Huyghe, *Major” Delin, Jose Magain, Jerry Puren and
‘Colonel” Lamouline.

To enable an accurate assessment of the probative value of this new information, the
Panel respeetlully requests that the competent Belgian authorities search for and share with it
any information they may have in their possession about the activities of these individuals in
the Congo or Northern Rhodesia (now Zambia) during 1961, as well as relevant information
from inquiries into the assassination of Patrice Lumumba and the activities of Fouga jet aircraft

Her Excellency

Permanent Representative

Permanent Mission of Belgium to the United Nations
New York

15-09722
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in and around Katanga during the time in question. Furthermore, the Panel respectlully requests
the competent Belgian authoerities 1o search for and share any other relevant information they
may have in their possession. including indexes of relevant materiuls, current and past records
and other classified materials they may be able to declassify and share with the Panel.

In addition, as part of the Panel’s examination and assessment work, one of ils members,
Mr. Henrik Larsen, will visit Brussels on 4 and 5 May in order to visil the State Archives of
Belgium and meet with Belgian resource persons. In anticipation of that visit, the Panel
respeetfully requests a scarch of the State Archives ol Belgium for information of potential
relevance, including that relating to the roles of Belgian mercenaries in Congo, in particular in
Katanga Province, and the Belgian mining company Union Miniere (now Umicore), during

1961.

The provision of such information, should it be located, would greatly assist with the
Panel’s efforts to assess the probative value of the new information. In light of the passage of
time, which was noted by the Secretary-General in his Note A/68/800, we hope that any such
documents can now be declassified. in whole or in parl, and shared with the Panel,

The Panel may be contacted through the Seeretary to the Pancel, Mr. Matthew Willis, who
can be reached via email or telephone at willis2@.un.org or +1-917-367-4907, respectively.
The Panel notes it is required to report the findings of its assessment to the Secretary-General
by 7 JTune 2015 and would accordingly appreciate your Government’s assistance &s soon as
possible,

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Mohamed Chande ( Jthman
Head of the Dag Hammarskjéld Panel

PAGE 2
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Annexes: 2

Le Représentant permanent de la Belgique auprés de I'Organisation des Nations Unies
présente ses compliments au Secrétaire général de I'Organisation des Nations Unies et a 'honneur
de se référer 4 la note verbale 2013-0LC-000840 du 23 janvier 2015 concernant « L'Enquéte sur
les conditions et les circonstances de la mort tragigue de Dag Hammarskjold et des personnes gui
accompagnaient .

Le Représentant permanent de la Belgique auprés de I'Organisation des Nations Unies a
I'honneur  de  transmettre, en  annexe et en  complément 4 la note
NYKUNO/JUR.01/NV/AMR /2015 /180 du 22 avril 2015, une copie...

1. d'un télégramme de feu le Secrétaire général Dag HAMMARSKJOLD 4 feu le Ministre des
Affaires étrangéres belge, P.-H, SPAAK, daté du 16 septembre 1961,

2. d'une « Note pour le dossier Van Risseghem » émanant du Ministére des Affaires édtrangéres,
datée du 20 septembre 1961 et complétée a la main le 22 septembre 1961, Cette note montre
gue le Ministére des Affaires étrangéres a mené une enquéte, avec le concours de la Siireté
belge, au sujet de M. Jan VAN RISSEGHEM, dés réception du télégramme de feu le Secrétaire
général Dag HAMMARSKJOLD. L'enguéte a indiqué que M. VAN RISSEGHEM se trouvait en
Belgique du 8 au 16 septembre 1961 et qu'il ne pouvalt donc pas étre le pilote incriminé par
feu le Secrétaire général dans les attaques aériennes contre les forces des Nations Unies au
Katanga. La note donne une information manuscrite de derniére minute (22 septemhbre 1961)
émanant de la Slreté belge : « [...] le pilote du Fouga Magister est de nationalité britannique.
En tous cas quand le FM. a mitraillé 'avion Sabena sur la plaine d'Eville et I'avion ONU
ultérienrement utilisé par Monsieur H, VAN RISSEGHEM était en Belgique 8 au 16
septembre [...] ». Cette phrase indique que 'avion utilisé par feu le Secrétaire général avait été
précedemment mitraillé, ce qui expliquerait les traces de balles relevées sur 'avion, aprés
Faccident qui lui a cofité la vie ainsi qu'a plusieurs autres personnes.

Le Secrétaire général de I'Organisation des Nations Unies .
Mew York
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Au sujet de l'assassinat de M. Patrice LUMUMBA, le Représentant permanent de la
Belgique auprés de I'Orpanisation des Nations Unies référe & l'enquéte parlementaire menée en
2001 par la Chambre des représentants de Belgique visant & déterminer les circonstances exactes
de cet assassinat et 'implication éventuelle de responsables politigues belges dans celui-ci. Le
rapport de la Commission d'enguéte, de novembre 2001, est disponible au lien Internet suivant :

http:/ fwwwe lachambre be florver fshowpage.cfm?section=% 7Ceomm% 7 Clmb&language=fr&story

Enfin, le Représentant permanent de la Belgique auprés de 'Organisation des Mations
Unies a I'honneur d'informer que Mme Christine SOMERHAUSEN, consefller-adjoint, a été désignée
comme personne de contact pour le dossier d'enguéte sur la mort tragique de
M. Dag HAMMARS]KOLD au sein de P'administration du Service public fédéral Affaires étrangéres

a Bruxelles (christine.somerhausen@diplobel.fed.be, tél. : +32.(0)2/501 86 37).

Le Représentant permanent de la Belgique auprés de I'Organisation des Nations Unies
saisit cette occasion pour renouveler au Secrétaire général de 'Organisation des Nations Unies les
assurances de sa haute considération,

Mew York, le 1¢ mai 2015
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(THE DAG HAMMARSKFOLID PANEL)

REFERENCE: 205-DHP-O0E

23 April 20135

Excellency,

I have the honour to refer to the mandate of the Independent Panel of Experts established
pursuant to General Assembly resolution 097246 of 29 December 2014 (the Dap Hammarskjild
'anel) to examine and assess the prohative value of new information related 1o the tragic death
of former Secretary-General Dag Tammarskjéld and of the members of the party
accompanying him. In addition, T wish to refer to my letter to the Permanent Representatives of
all Member States to the United Mations, dated 8 Apeil 2015, inviting their Excellencies to
share with the Panel any relevant records or other relevant information in thelr possession,
pursuant to the request set out in operative paragraph 2 of resolution 69246 and by His
Excellency, the Secretary-General, in his note verbale of 19 January 2013,

Further to thal general request, and having now reviewed more closely the new
information and material presently available to the Panel, the Panel notes that reference is made
by the Commission of Inguiry of 2003 (the Commission), in its report dated 9 September 2013
{ASORBODY, to “a transeription of a what appears 1o be [*UN diplomatl” George Ivan] Smith’s
tape-recorded dictation of [French diplomat Claude] de Kemoularia's account™ of a claim by a
former Belgian pilot named “Beukels” to have accidentally shot down the “Albertina” {the
aircrafl in which Dag 1Tammarskjéld and the members of his party were travelling) in an
attempt to divert it. The conversation between Mr. de Kemoularia and “Beukels™ reportedly
ook place in Paris in 1967,

To enable an accurale assessment ol the probative value of this and other new
information, as it relates to the circumstances that resulted in the tragic deaths, the Panel
respectiully requests the competent French authorities to search for and share with it any
materials they may have in their possession relating to that interaction and any other material
referring to a Belgian pilot going by the name of “Beukels™,

Furthermaore, the Panel respectfully requests that the competent French authorities share
with it any other relevant information, including indexes of relevant materials, current and past
records and classilied materials they may have in their custody or possession.

The provision ol any such additional information would greatly assist the Panel’s eflorts

Ilis Excellency

Permanent Representative

Permanent Mission of France to the United Nations
Mew York
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Lo assess the probative value of the new information available to it. In light of the passage of
time. which was noted by the Secretary-General in his Note to the General Assembly
{A/68/800), we hope that any such documents can now be declassified, in whole or in part. and
shared with the Panel.

The Panel may be contacted through the Secretary to the Panel, Mr. Matthew Willis, who
can be reached via email or telephone at willis2@.un.org or +1-917-367-4907, respectively.
The Panel notes it is required to report the findings of its assessment to the Sceretary-General
by 7 Junc 2015 and would accordingly appreciate your Government’s assistance as soon as
possible.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances ol my highest consideration.

Mohamed Chande Othmar
Head of the Dag Hammarskjéld Panel
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MISSION PERMAMENTE DE LA FRANCE AUPRES DES NATIOMNS UNIES

L Ambassadenr, Reprisentant Permanent

New York, le 2 juin 2015
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La Mission permanente de la France auprés des Nations unies présente ses
compliments au Secrétariat du panel Dag Hammarskjéld et a Thonneur de se
référet i la lettre, datée du 23 avril 2015, que vous m'avez adressée.

En réponse a cette lettre, la Mission permaneate de la France auprés des
Nations unies 2 'honneur de faire valoir les éléments suivants :

Les recherches effecruées dans les archives du Ministére des Affaires
étrangéres et du développement international n'ont pas permis de trouver trace
d'une conversation tenue entre M. Claude de Kemoularia et un pilote belge
nommé « Beukels », relative & la mort de M. Dag Hammarskjtld. Les archives
consultées sont publiques et non classifiées.

Comme il 4 été indiqué, la Mission permanente de la France auprés des
Nations unies a accepté que les membres du panel consultent eux-mémes ces
archives in situ, 51 la demande en est faite.

En revanche et i la suite de démarches entreprises en France, il est apparu
que, compte-tenu de Pige et de 'état de santé de M. Clande de Kemoularia, celui-
ci n'était pas en mesure de pouvoir répondre aux questions du Panel.

La Mission permanente de la France auprés des Mations unies saisit cette
occasion pour renouveler au Secrétarat du panel Dag Hammarskjold les

assurances de sa haute considération.

Frangois Delatcre

Secrétariat des Nations Unies
Secrétariat du panel Dag Hammarskjold

One Dag Hammarskjold Plaza 245 East 47th Street Mew York, NY 10017
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The Permanent Mission of France to the United Nattons presenis its compliments to the
Secretariat of the Dag Hammarskiold Panel and has the bonor to refer to the letter dated
23 April 2015 from the Head of the Panel to the Permanent Reprerentative,

In response to the letter, the Permanent Mission of France to the United Nations has
the bosor to submit the following elements:

Research in the archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International
Development have not permitted o find trace of @ conversation between My, Clawde Kemoslaria
and a Belgian pilot mamed "Beuksls" concerning the death of Mr. Dag Hammarskjold. Those
archiver are pablic and not classified,

As indicated, the Permanent Mission af France to the United Nations bas accepred for
the panel mensbers to consult these archives in situ, if requested.

However, afier demarches accomplished in France, it appeared that, given the age and
the curvent health status of Mr. Clande Kemoularia, he was nat able to respond to questions
[from the Panel.

The Permanent Mission of Erance to the Undted Nations aveils itself of this opportunity

to rensw fo the Secretariat of the Dag Hammarcksild Panel the asmwances of itr highest
consigeration

Frangois Delattre
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23 April 2015

Lxcellency,

I have the honour fo reler to the mandate of the Independent Pancl of Experts established
pursuant to General Assembly resolution 69246 of 29 December 2014 (the Dag Hammarskjiild
Panel) to examine and assess the probative value of new information related to the tragic death
of former Secretary-General Diag Hammarskjold and of the members of the party
accompanying him. lo addition, 1 wish to refer to my letter to the Permanent Representatives of
all Member States to the United MNations, dated 8 April 2015, inviting their Lxcellencies to
share with the Panel any relevant records or other relevant information in their possession,
pursuant to the request sel oul in operative paragraph 2 of resolution 69246 and by Tis
Excellency, the Scerctary-CGeneral, in his note verbale of 19 Janvary 2015,

Further to that general request, and having now reviewed the new information and
material presently available to the Pancl more closely, the Panel would like to add the
following more specific request related to material potentially of particular relevance to its
work. A German researcher has, tollowing a review of academic archives in Germany, reported
o the Panel that the West German intellipence agency, Bundesnachrichiendienst (BNITY), had
eslablished operations in the Congo in the summer of 1960 and was likely monitoring events of
signilicance in the reglon around the time of the crash of flight SE-BDY in Ndela, Northern
Rhodesia (now Fambia), on the ndght of [7-18 September 1961, In that connection, and to
enable an gecurate examination and assessment of the probative value ol new informaltion
relzted to the deaths, the Panel respeetiully reguests that the competent German authorities
search for and share with it any information they may have in their posscssion received through
their agencies in the Congo or neighbouring countries appearing to relate to the deaths of Dag
Hammarskjold and his party.

Furthermaore, the Panel respecttully requests the competent German authorities share with
it any other relevant information, including indexes of relevant materials, current and past
records and classilied materials they may have in their custody or possession.

The provision ol any such additional mlormation would greatly assist the Panel’s efforts
to assess the probative value of the new information available w it In light of the passage of
time, which was noted by the Secretary-Gieneral in his Note w the General Assembly

His Excellency

Permanent Representative

Permanenl Mission ol Germany to the United Nations
Mew York

15-09722



A/70/132

LEITED NAFIUHS@ KATIONS UNIES PAGE 2

( AJORBONY, we hope that any such documents can now be declassified, in whole or in part, and
shared with the Panel.

The Panel may be contacted through the Secretary io the Panel, Mr. Matthew Willis, who

can be reached via email or telephone at willis2{@.un.org or +1-217-367-4907, respectivel y.
The "anel notes it is required {o report the findings of its assessiment to the Secretary-General
by 7 June 2015 and would accordingly appreciate vour Governinent’s assistance as soon as
possible,

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration,

Mohamed Chande Othn
Head of the Dag Hammarskjold Panel
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\J MNEWYWN POL-1-1-VN Knom, Till to: wilis2@un.org OEA6/201512:41 PM
Co: * NEWYVN POL-AL-VN Schieb, Thomas™

History: This message has been replied to and forearded.

| am referring to your Mote Verbal from 23 April 2015 and our telephone conversation and would like to
state, that Germany involved all relevant authorities, no relevant information has been found.

Best,

Till Knorn
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A/70/132

United Nations @& Nations Unies

INDEPENRENT PANEL OF EXPERTS
APMPOINTED BY THE SECRETARY-OENERAL PURSUANT TO GEMERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 69/248
[Te DAG HAMMARSKIOLD PANEL)

REFERENCE: 20]15-DHP-007

15-09722

23 April 2015

Excellency,

I have the honour to refer to the mandate of the Independent Pancl of Experts established
pursnant to General Assembly resolution 69/246 of 29 December 2014 (the Dag Hammarskjold
Panel} to examine and assess the probative value of new information related 1o the {ragic death
of former Secretary-General Dag Hammarskjold and of the members of the party
accompanying him, In addition, | wish to refer 1o my letter to the Permanent Representatives of
all Member States to the United Nations, dated % April 2015, inviting their Excellencies to
share with the Pancl any relevant records or other relevant inlformation in their possession,
pursuant o the request sel out in operative paragraph 2 of resolution 69/246 and by His
Excellency, the Secretary-Creneral, in his note verbale of 19 January 2015,

Further to those general requests, and having now reviewed the new information and
material presently available to the Panel more closely, the Panel would like to add the
following mere specific requests related to material ol relevance to its work, Reference is made
by the Commission of Inguiry of 2013 (the Commission), in its report dated 9 September 2013
(ASEROY, to a file passed 1o the South African Truth and Reconciliation Commission, in July
1998, by the National Intellipence Agency relating 1o the assassination of the former leader of
the South African Communist Parly, Chris Hani, That file reportedly contained documents
referring o an operation codenamed *Celeste” that, according to the Comimission’s report,

.. hore the letterhead of the South African Institute Tor Maritime Research [and] purporied 1o
report that a bomb planted on Hammarskjald's aircraft had failed to explode on 1ake-ofT from
I.eopaldville but had been aclivated before landing.”

To enable an accurate assessment of the probative value ol this new information, the
Panel respectfully requests that the competent South Adrican authorities search for and share
with it any records or other materials relating w the documents referred to in the Commission’s
report, which the Commission advises may be held by the Department of Justice; any
references Lo the existence at the ime in question of the South African Institute for Mavitime
Rescarch; or any other materials they may have in their possession that either negates or
corroborales information about the purported plan referred to in the Commission’s report.

[n addition, the Commission reporled that a “former Katangan mercenary™ named Colin

Ilis Excellency

Permanent Representative

Permanent Mission ol the Republic of South Africa 1o the United Nations
Mew York
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Cooper {(nationality unspecified) alleged to the Norwegian police, in 2005, that a South African
national by the name of Swanepoel told him during a stay in Elisabethville that Swanepoel,
among others, had been posted in the bush to wait for Dag Hammarskjold's plane and, once it
had crashed, shot and killed a bodyguard whao had survived the crash and the Secretary-
General, The Panel respectfully requests the competent South African authorities to scarch lor
and share with it any information they may have in their possession relating to that claim, as
well as any other relevant information they may have about the existence and activities of one
or more Seuth Africans working as a mercenaries in Kalanga in 1961 with the name
Swanepoel.

Furthermore, the Panel respectfully requests the competent South Alrican authorities to
share with it anv other relevant information, including indexes of relevant materials, current
and past records and classified materials they may have in their custody or possession,

The provision of any such additional mlormation would greatly assist the Panel’s efforts
Lo assess the probative value of the new information available to it. In light of the passage of
time, which was noted by the Secretary-General in his Note to the General Assembly
(ASGREOD, we hope thal any such documents can now be declassified, in whole or in part, and
shared with the Panel.

The Panel may be comtacted through the Secretary to the Panel, Mr. Matthew Willis, who
can be reached via email or telephone ai willis240. un.org or +1-917-367-4907, respectively.
The Panel notes it is required to report the Ondings of ity assessment to the Secretary-General
b 7 June 2015 and would accordingly appreciate your Government’s assistanee as soon as
possible,

Please sccept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Mohamed Chande Othm

Head of the Dag Hammarskjild Panel

AL 2
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INDEPEMDENT PANEL OF EXPERTS
APFOINTED BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL FURSUANT TO GENERAL ASSEMALY RESQLUTIMON 69."2drﬁn
(THE DAG HAMMARSKEIOLD PANEL)

REFEREMCE: 301 5-DHP-000
23 April 2015

Excellency,

I have the honour to refer to the mandate of the Independent Panel of Experts
established pursvant (o General Assembly resolution 69/246 of 29 December 2014 (the
Dag Hammarskjtild Panel) to examine and assess the probative value of new
information related to the tragic death of former Secretary-General Dag Hammarslkjild
and of the members of the party accompanying him. In addition, I wish to refer to my
letter to the Permanent Representatives of all Member States to the United Nations,
dated & April 20135, inviting their Excellencies to share with the Panel any relevant
records or other relevant information in their possession, pursuant to the request set oul
in aperative paragraph 2 of resolution 69/246 and by His Excellency, the Secretary-
General, in his note verbale of 19 January 20135,

Further to those general requests, and having now reviewed the new information
and material presently available to the Panel more closely, the Panel would like to add
the following more specific information requests related to material of relevance to its
work.

The Panel has received a copy of a cable sent from the US embassy in
Leopoldville (now Kinshasa) to Washington 12,C,, on 18 September 1961, reporling the
“possibility [the aircraft carrying Dag Hammarskjéld and the members of the party
accompanying him] was shot down by the single pilot who has harassed UN operations
and who has been identified by one usually reliable source as Vak Riesseghel [possibly
a misspelling of Jan van Risseghem], Belgian™. The Panel respectfully requests the
competent US authorities to search for and share with the Panel records or files they
may have in their possession that include any response to the said cable, as well as any
other material that could shed light on the basis for the report, as well as any other
reporting on the matter,

The Panel notes that reference is made by the Commission of Inquiry of 2013 (the
Commission), in its report dated 9 September 2013 (A/68/800), to claims made by a
former United States Mavy officer previously stationed at the US National Security
Agency’s naval communications facility in Cyprus, Mr. Charles Southall, to have heard
a recording of a radio communication in which an aireraft pilot reports attacking and
downing another aircrafl on the night of 17-18 September 1261, the night the aircraft
carrying Dag Hammarskjild and the members of his party crashed near Ndola,

Her Excellency

Permanent Representative

Permanent Mission of the United States to the United Nations
Washington D.C.
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Morthern Rhodesia (now Zambia). Furthermeore, the Panel has reviewed a transcript of
an interview conducted by Sir Stephen Sedley, the Head of the Commission, with Mr.
Southall, on 21 September 2012, that provides the basis for the Commission’s reporting
on the matter, In that interview, Mr, Southall expresses the belief such a recording or a
transeript thereol is likely siored in the archives of the US MWational Security Agency. In
its response to a Freedom of Information Act request submitted by the National
Security Archive, on behalf of the Commission, in connection with Mr, Southall’s
claim, the National Security Ageney advised, in a letter dated 20 August 2013, that two
out of three documents found 1o be responsive to the reguest are exempt from
disclosure to the Commission due to their classification as top secret. Similarly, media
reports refer to a former US Adr Force stafl member, Mr, Paul Henry Abram,
purpartedly assigned to the National Security Agency station in Iraklion, Greeee, to
monitor radio traffic who claims to have heard similar radio exchanges on the night in
question,

In order to assess the probative value of this new information, as it relates to
efforts to ascertain the circumstances that resulted in the tragic deaths, the Panel
respectfully requests the competent US authorities to search their files for records or
transcripts of radic tratfic intercepted or received on the night of 17-18 September 1961
concerning the landing or approach of an airerafi at Ndola, Northem Rhodesia, between
2130 GMT on 17 September 1961 and 0330 GMT on 18 Seplember 1961, as well as
potentially related records of correspondence between Washington D.C. and the US
embassies in Cyprus and Greece, respectively, around the time in question.
Furthermore, the Panel respectfully requests the competent US authorities to disclose in
whaole or in part the contents of the two documents referred to in the aforementioned
National Security Agency letter as responsive to the Commission®s request.

Mareover, the Panel would welcome information about whether Mr., Southall and
Mr. Abram were enlisted in the US Mavy and Air Force, respectively, or other branches
of the US Government at the time in question; stationed in Cyprus and Greece,
respectively; and whether and in what capacity they woiked in support of the National
Security Agency at that time.

The Panel notes the Commission’s reporting on the presence of two US Air Force
aircraft, possibly DC-3 Dakotas, on the tarmac at Ndola airfield on the night of the
crash, which Rhodesian Roval Air Force Squadron Leader Mussell reported to the UN
inquiry of 1962 were “sitting on the airfield with their engines running®™, The latter
observation was assessed at the time as inviting the possibility those on board were
listening to radio communications in the area or transmitting information to another
station or both, In assessing the probative value of this information, the Panel
respectfully requests the competent US anthorities to search their records for and share
with the Panel any information they may have in their possession obtained or
transmitted by those aboard the two US Air Foree aircratt that could shed light on the
circumstances relating o the tragic crash of flight SE-BDY,

Reference is made in a Washington Post report, dated 3 June 1978, to an
investigative article that refers to a purported Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) report
apparently submitted to President Kennedy in 1962 stating “There is evidence collected
by our technical field operatives that the explosive device aboard the aircraft [flight SE-

PAGE 2

15-09722



A/70/132

UHITEDR HATIOMS @ HATIONE UKIES PAGE 3

BDY] was of a standard KGB incendiary design™. The Panel would be most grateful for
information about the existence and basis of thal alleged CIA report, or other CTA
reports or related information it may have in its possession that would shed light on the
circumstances surrounding the crash of the aircraft carrying Dag Hammarskjild and his

party.

A New York Times article published in 20 September 1961 quotes former
President Flarry 5. Truman as stating, “Dag Hammarskjiild was on the point of getting
something done when they killed him. Notice that 1 said *When they killed him®.” The
Panel respectfully requests the competent US authorities to search for and share with it
information they may have in their possession, such as briefings to former President
Truman that may provide the basis for the afore-mentioned statement,

The Panel respectfully requests that the afore-mentioned searches include, where
relevant, US Mational Archives and Records files, including the relevant United States
department and agency files; presidential library records, in particular those of
Presidents Eisenhower, Hoover, Johnson, Kennedy and Truman; master schedules for
the Central Intelligence Agency, Federal Bureauw of Investigation and Mational Security
Agency: and United States Congress records.

The provision of any such additional information would greatly assist the Panel’s
efforts to assess the probative value of the new information available to it. In light of
the passage of time, which was noted by the Secretary-General in his Mote (o the
General Assembly (A/68/800), we hope that any such documents can now be
declassified, in whole or in part, and shared with the Panel.

The Panel may be contacted through the Secretary to the Panel, Mr. Matthew
Willis, who can be reached via email or telephone at willis2(@ un,org or +1-917-367-
44907, respectively. The Panel notes it is required to report the findings of its assessment
to the Secretary-General by 7 June 2015 and would accordingly appreciate your
Government’s assistance as soon as possible,

Please accept, Your Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Mohamed Chande Othman
Head of the Dag Hammarskjild Panel
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INDEPEMDENT PANEL OF EXPERTS
APPDINTEDR BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL PURSUART TOF GENERAL ASSEMBELY RESOLUTION G9/246
[(THE DAG HAMMARSKIGLI PANEL)

REFERENCE. H13-DHP-01Y

28 May 2015

Excellency,

[ have the honour to refer (o the mandate of the Independent Panel of Expernts
established pursuant to General Assembly resolution 69246 of 29 December 2004 (the
Dag Hammarskjold Panel} 1o examine and assess the probative value of new
information related w the tragic deaths of Tormer Secretary-General Dag Hammarskjild
and the members of the party accompanying him. In additien, [ wish to reler to my
letter to Your Excellency, dated 23 April 2015, conveying several specific information
requests relating to an assessment of the probative value of new information about the
trapic deaths, Further to that letter, the Panel wishes to add the following requests
regarding material relevant to its work,

In its ongoing review of the new information, the Panel has noted correspondence
and other materials referring to the alleged invelvement of a purported former-US Air
Force and former-Central Intelligence Agency employee or contractor, M. Roland 13,
Culligan, in an aerial attack on flight SE-BIDY, the airerall carrving former Secretary-
General Dag Hammarskjdld and his party, near Wdola on the night of 1 7-18 September
1961, The materials describe a claim made by M, Colligan in an interview with an
attorney, Mr. Jerome M. Frank, in the mid-1970s, that Mr. Culligan carried oul the
attack ina P-38 Lightning aircraft he flew from Tripoli (Likya) to Ndola, via Abidjan
and Brazzaville. According to Mr. Culligan’s aceount, the atlack resulted in the
downing of flight SE-BIYY. The Panel understands that the claim was brought belore
the United States Senate Select Committee to Study Governmental Operations with
Respect to Intelligence Services (the *Church Committes™) in 1975,

In order Lo assess the probative value of this new information, the Panel
respectiully requests that the competent US Government authorities search Tor and
share with the Panel any information they may have in their possession relating to the
elaim. Moreover, the Panel respectfully requests information about whether Mr,
Culligan was enlisted in or contracted by the Central Intelligence Agency, or other
branches of the US Government, at the time in question and whether he undertook
aclivilies in connection with the work of the Central Intelligence Agency or other LIS
Ciovernment agencies, In addition, information the US Government may have about
whether Mr, Culligan possessed the knowledpe and expertise required to fly an aireraft
on a mission of the nature he deseribed would also be very welcome.

Her Excellency

Permanent Representative

Permanent Mission of the United States to the United Nations
MNew York
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In his book, “I'rue Men and Traitors: From the OSS to the CIA. My Lile in the
Shadows™ (2004}, author and purported former-CIA agent, David W. Doyle, writes that
he observed the delivery of three Fouga Magister aircraft to the Katanga region by a US
commercial KC-97 cargo aircraft in the pericd preceding the crash of flight SE-BDY,
According to an interview of Mr. Charles Seuthall by members of the Dag
Hammarskjold Commission of Inquiry of 2013, Mr. Doyle later conveyed the same
abservations to Mr, Southall in a phone conversation in “the autumn of 20127,

To enable an assessment of the probative value of this new information, the
Panel respectfully requests that the competent US Government authorities search for
and share with the Panel any information they have about the delivery of such aircrait
to the Katangu region. In addition, the Panel would be grateful for information about
whether Mr. Doyle was a member of the Central Intelligence Agency or other US
Government department or agency and, if so. whether he was posted to the Congo or
the surrounding region at or around the time in question.

The provision of such information would greatly assist the Panel’s eflorts to
assess the probative value of the new information before it. In light of the passage of
time, which was noted by the Secretary-General in his Note to the General Assembly
(A/68/800), we hope that any relevant documents can now be declassified, in whole or
in part, and shared with the Pancl.

I'he Panel may be contacted through the Secretary to the Panel. Mr., Matthew

Willis, who can be reached via email or telephone at willis2@.un.org or +1-917-367-
4907, respectively. The Panel notes it is required to report the findings of its assessment
to the Secretary-General by 12 June 2013 and would accordingly appreciate your
Government's assistance as soon as possible.

Please aceepl. Your Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

l Mohamed Chande Otfman

Head of the Dag Hammarskjild Panel

PAGE 2
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June 9, 2015

Dear Chief Justice Othman,

Dag Hammarskjold was a peerless visionary and diplomat and a remarkable Secretary-
General. His tragic death was a loss shared by the entire world.

The United States shares an interest in understanding the circumstances of the death of
Dag Hammarskjéld.

Ambassador Sison and I were pleased to meet with you on May 11, 2015, on behalf of
Ambassador Power and the U.S. Government, As we discussed, we have received your letter
dated April 8, 2015, regarding a general request for information and your letter of April 23,
2015, regarding several specific reguests for information. We have also received your letter
dated May 28, 2015 containing additional requests for information. We in the U.S. Government
have done our best to be as responsive as possible to your requests.

In your letter of April 23, 2015, you noted that you had received a copy of a cable sent
from the U.S. Emhassy in Leopoldville to Washington, DC, on September 18, 1961 reporting the
possibility that the aircraft carrying Secretary-General Hammarskjild was shot down by a
Belgian pilot, identified by name, who had “harassed UN operations.” You asked for records or
files that include any response to this cable as well as any other material that could shed light on
the basis for the report, as well as any other reporting on the matter.

As Ambassador Sison informed you at our meeting on May 11, State Department
searches have revealed a number of documents that are responsive to this request. Ambassador
Sison was pleased to give copies of these documents — now de-classified — to you at our meeting
on May 11,

Chief Justice Mohamed Chande Othman
Head of the Dag Hammarskjold Panel
United Nations

New York, New York

UNITED STATES MIiIssioNn To THE UNITED NATIONS
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Y our letter also makes reference to the Commission of Inguiry of 2013, and claims made
by Mr. Charles Southall during an interview with the head of the Commission that he heard a
recording of a radio communication in which an aivcraft pilot reports attacking and downing
another aircraft on the night of September 17-18, 1961, Your letter notes that the Commission
reported Mr. Southall’s belief that such a recording or a transeript thereof is likely stored in the
archives of the National Security Agency (NSA). Your letter notes the Freedom of Information
Act (FOLA) request, submilted by the National Security Archive on behalf of the Commission,
and the NSA's response that two of the three documents found to be responsive to the request are
exempt from disclosure becanse they are classified at the top secrel level,

Your letter requested that the United States search its files for records or transcripts of
radio traffic intercepted or received on the night of September 17-1¥, 1961, concerning the
landing or approach of an aircraft at Ndola, Northern Rhodesia, between 2130 GMT on
September 17, 1961, and 0330 GMT on September 18, 1961, as well as petentially related
records of correspondence between Washington and Embassies in Cyprus and Greece,
respectively, avound this time.

The United States has performed a search and has not found any documents matching
the description of the documents that you reguested. This includes a search of NSA and Central
Itelligence Agency (CLA) records,

The Mational Security Archive, acting on behalf of the Commission, filed a FOIA request
with the NSA for radio intercepts as described in your letter, but also asked for “any reports,
memoranda or other correspondence about the airplane that carried” Dag Hammarskjild, The
National Security Agency, in its response, interpreted the request broadly, stating “We have
interpreted it broadly in order to enable a more thorough search.” Under this broad
interpretation, the NSA said that it had found responsive documents, but that they remained top
secret and could not be disclosed.  The documents are not transcripts of recordings of a
purported radio communication in which an aircraft pilot reports attacking and downing another
aircratt on the night of September 17-18, 1961, and the United States is not aware of the
existence of any such transcript.

You requested that the US disclose the contents of the two documents. Under a special
arrangement, Ms. Kerryn Macaulay, a member of the Panel, was permitied to read copies of
these two N5A documents on a confidential basis. These were copies of the same two NSA
documents which were identified by NSA in response to the FOLA request. We hope that Ms.
Macaulay's review of these two documents will enable the Panel to conclude that they do not
contain information which would shed light on the circumstances of Dag Hammarskjold's death.

15-09722 112/125



A/70/132

113/125

Pape |3

You requested information about whether Mr. Southall and Mr. Abram were cnlisted in
the Navy and Air Force, respectively, or other branches of the US Government at the time in
question, stationed in Cyprus and Greece, respectively, and whether and in what capacity they
worked in support of the National Security Agency at that time. With respect to Mr. Southall, as
Ambassador Sison stated during our meeting on May 11, we have received information that
indicates that he joined the Navy in 1955 and was released from active duty in 1969, and that he
retired from the Naval Reserve in 1978 at the rank of commander., We have requested the
Department of Defense to search for information responsive to your other questions regarding
Mr. Southall, and for information regarding Mr, Abram.

Regarding the presence of two 1.8, Air Force aireraft at Ndola airfield on the night of the
crash, we have requested the Department of Defense to search for information responsive to this

query.

Regarding the purported CIA report referenced in the Washington Post on June 3, 1978,
we have sought information regarding that purported report, including from the Central
Intelligence Agency, but the CIA has found no such report or any record of such a report . We
have specifically asked representatives from the John F. Kennedy Library whether they have this
purported report, and they informed us that they searched their files and also have no record of
such a report,

Regarding the New York Times article quoting Harry S, Truman, we have contacted the
Harry S Truman Presidential Library. Truman Library representatives informed us that they
have searched their files and have found nothing that sheds light on the basis for his alleged
comment. They told us that they have no information relating to the death of Dag Hammarskjéld
that was communicated to President Truman by President Kennedy or by any other U5,
Government officials. The U.S. Government has not found anything which would shed light on
the basis for his alleged comment.

The JFK Library provided us with a link to some documents which are in their online
library which relate to the death of Dag Hammarskjold. We have shared this link with your staff,

Regarding your May 28 letter, the CIA reviewed its records documenting CIA activities
during the time in question and found no reference to Mr. Culligan. Likewise, the CIA has
conducted a search and has found no documents regarding the presence of Fouga Magister
aircraft in the Katanga region around the time in question. In addition, neither the CIA nor the

15-09722
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NSA found responsive information to the requests contained in your letters of April 8 and April
23 of 2015,

I hope that the information that the United States has provided to the Panel has been of
assistance to you.

Sincerely,

e

Mark Simonoff
Minister Counsellor
Legal Affairs
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INDEPENDENT PANEL OF EXPERTS
APPOINTED BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL PURBUANT TO GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 69/2446
(THE DAG HAMMARSKIOLD PANEL]

REFERENCE: 215-DHF-005

23 April 2013

Excellency,

Further o our meeting with youw on 20 Apdl 20105, please see the attached letter 1o D,
Cornelia Sorabji of today's date requesting certain specific information from the Umnited
Kingdom National Archives or other relevant Government department or agency files, as
applicable. The Peanel would be most geateful if the Permanent Mission of the United Kingdom
and Morthern lreland o the Undted Mations would take the necessary steps o support the
Panel's request,

Please aceept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration,

Mohamed Chande OtHhman

Ilead of the Dag Hammarskjéld Panel

His Excellency

Permancni Representative

Permanent Mission of the United Kingdom and Northern Ireland to the United Nations
New York
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(THE DAG HAMMARSKIOLD FPANEL)

REFDRENCE: 20015-DFIP-003
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23 April 2015

[Jear Madam,

I am writing with reference 1o the Independent Panel of Experts established by the United
Nations Sceretary-Cieneral pursuant o General Assembly resolution 69/246 of 29 December
2004 (the Dag Hammarskjold Panel), of which I am the Head. That Panel, which consists also
ol Mz, Kerrvn Macaulay and Mr, Henrik Larsen, is mandasted to examine and assess the
probative value of new information related to the trapic death of former Secretury-General Dap
Hammuarskjdld and of the members of the party accompanying him,

In connection with the Panel’s work, [ am kindly requesting a search of all relevant
archives and records of the Government of the United Kingdom and Northern Treland,
including national agency and Governmental department archives and records, for any
pertinent, as vet unreleased information about the conditions and circumstances relating to the
ragie death of Duag Hammarskjild and of the members of the party accompanying him,

Furthermoere, the Panel presently has information that, in order to assess its probative
value, warrants more specific information requests, Reference is made in that regard by the
Commission of Inquiry of 2013 (the Commission), in its report dated 9 September 2013
(A/6B/BOD), to the presence and activitics of the First Secretary, and alleged Secret Intelligence
Service (MI6) agent, Neil Ritchie, operating in and around Ndola aver the period the aireraft
carrying Dag Hammarskjéld and the members of his party erashed. A declassified report from
Mr. Ritchie details how, on 17 September, he transported the self-appointed President of
Katanga, Moise Tshombe, und the British Counsel in Katanga, Denzil Dunnett, 1o Neola,
whereupon they then awaited the arrival from Leopoldville of the Sceretary-General, While
that particular report does net comment on the possible causes of the tragic deaths of Dag
Hammuarskjéld and the members of his party, the Panel believes it likely that subsequent
reporting by Mr. Ritchie or other MI6 personnel present in the area could shed light on the
conditions and circumstances relating thereto. In that connection, the Panel respectfully
requests that the competent UK authorities search for and share with it any reports they may
have in their possession from Mr. Ritchie or other intelligence officials with information
relating to the deaths of Dag Hammarskjild and the members of his party, and any other
relevant materials.

In addition, an academic researcher has informed the Panel about the presence in the

Dir. Cornelia Sorahiji
United Eingdom Foreign and Commonwealth Office
[ondon
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records of the Government of the United Kingdom and Northern Treland of retained portions of
several Nles of interest and possible relevance to the Panel’s assessment. These are as follows:

a. FCO371/161548 - Enquiry into circumstances of erash of aireraft carrying Dag
Harmmarskjald, UN Secretary General - 1962

b, FCO 371161549 - Enquiry ino circwmnstances of crash of atrerall camrving Dagp
Hammarskjild

¢, FO 37155003 - Activities of mercenaries in Belgian Congo - 1961
d. TO 3717155015 - Air trafTic to and from Belgian Congo — 1961
e. FOITI/61551 - Supply of airerafl for Katanga - 1962

The Panel respectfully requests the competent TIK authorities share the retained portions
of those records with it, as well as any other related information they may have in their
possession, including indexes of relevant materials, current or past records and other classified
materials they may have in their custody or possession,

The provision of any such additional information would greatly assist the Panel’s efforts
Lo mssess the probative value of the new information available to it In light of the passage of
time, which was noted by the Secretary-General in his Note to the General Assembly
{AJORB00Y, we hope that any such documents can now be declassified, in whole ar in part, and
shared with the Panel.

You or your stalT may contuet mysell or other members of the Panel through the
Seeretary to the Panel, Mr, Matthew Willis, who can be reached via email or telephone at
willis2@.un.org or +1-0#17-367-4907, respectively. The Panel notes it is required to report the
findings of its assessment to the Secretary-General by 7 June 2015 and would accordingly
appreciale your assistance as soon as possible, In that regard, the Panel would gladly receive
information as it hecomes available, as opposed to in a consolidated form.

Please accept, Madam, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Mohamed Chande Othman

Head of the ag Hammarskjéld Panel
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INDEPENDENT PANEL 0OF EXPERTS
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27 April 2015

Diear Sir,

[ am writing with reference to the Independent Pane! of Experts established by the United
Malions Scerelavy-General pursuant to General Assembly resolution 69246 of 29 December
2014 (the Dag Hammarskjild Panel), of which I am the Head, That Panel, which consists also
of Ms, Kerryn Macaulay and Mr. Henrik Larsen, is mandated to examine and assess the
probative value of new information related to the tragic death of Tormer Sceretary-General Diag
Hammarskjild and of the members of the party accompanying him.

In connection with the Panel’s work, 1 am kindly requesting a search of all relevant
archives and records of the Government of the United Kingdom and Merthern [reland,
including natienal agency and Governmental department archives and records, Tor any
pertinent, as yet unreleased information about the conditions and eircumstances relating to the
tragic death of Dag Hammarskjéld and of the members of the party accompanying him.

Furthermore, the Panel presently has inlormation thal, in order (o assess its probative
value, warrants more specific information requests. Reference is made in that regard by the
Commission of Tnguiry of 2013 (the Commission), in its report dated 9 September 2013
(ASGR/800), to the presence and activities of the First Seeretary, and alleged Secret Intelligence
Service (MI0) agent, Neil Ritchie, operating in and around MNdola over the period the aireralt
carrying Dag Hammarskjold and the members of his party crashed. A declassilied report from
Mr. Rilchie details how, on 17 Seplember, he transporled the sell=appointed President of
Katanga, Moise Tshombe, and the British Counsel in Katanga, Denzil Dunnetl, to Ndola,
whiereupon they then awaited the arrival from Leopoldville of the Sceretary-Creneral, While
that particular report docs not comment on the possible causes of the ragic deaths of Dag
Hammarskjild and the members of his party, the Panel believes it likely that subsequent
reporting by Mr. Hitchie or other M6 personne] present in the avea could shed light on the
conditions and circumstances relating thereto, In that connection, the Panel respectfully
requesis that the competent UK authorities search for and share with it any reports they may
Liave i their possession Trom Mr. Ritchie or other intelligence olficials with information
relating o the deaths of Dag Hammurskjild and the members ol his party, and any other
relevant materials,

[n addition, an scademic rescarcher has informed the Panel about the presence in the

Mir. Robert Dieane
Lnited Kingdom Foreign and Commonwealth Office
[.ondon
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records of the Government of the United Kingdom and Morthern lreland of retained portions of
several fles of interest and possible relevance 1o the Panel’s assessment. These are as follows:

a. FCO 371/16154% - Enquiry into circumstances of crash of aireraft canrying Dag
Hammarskjild, UN Secretary General — 1962

b, FCO 3717161549 - Enguiry into circumstances of crash of aireralt carrying Dag
Hammarskjald

g, FO3ITI55003 - Actvities ol mercenaries in Belgian Congo - 1961
d. FO3ITI/I55015 - Alr tratfic 1o and from Belgian Congo — 1961
e. FOI71/161551 - Supply of aircraft for Katanga - 1962

The Panel respectfully requests the competent UK authorities share the retained portions
of those records with i1, as well as any other related information they may have in their
possession, including indexes of relevant materials, current or past records and other classified
materizls they may have in their custody or possession.

The provision of any such additional information would greatly assist the Panel’s efforts
tor assess the probative value of the new information available to it In light of the passage of
time, which was noted by the Secretary-General in his Note to the General Assembly
(ASORBOD), we hope that any such documents can now be declassified, in whole or in part, and
sharcd with the Panel.

You or your staff may contact myself or other members of the Panel through the
Seerctary o the Panel, My, Mathew Willis, who can be reached via email or telephone at
willis2@.un.org or +1-917-367-4907, respectively. The Panel notes it is required to report the
findings of its assessment to the Secretary-General by 7 June 2015 and would accordingly
appreciate your assistance as soon as possible, In that regard, the Panel would gladly receive
information as it becomes availahle, as opposed to i a consolidated form,

Please accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Mdhamed Chande Othman

Head of the Dag Hammarskjild Panel

PAGE 2
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27 April 2015

Dhear Sir,

I am writing with reference to the Independent Panel of Experts established by the United
Mations Secretary-General pursuant 1o General Assembly resolution 697246 of 29 December
2074 (the Dag Hammarsk)ald Panel), of which 1am the Head. That Panel, which consists also
of Ms., Kerrvn Macaulay and Mr, Henrik Larsen, is mandated to examine and assess the
prebative value of new information related to the tragic death of Tormer Seerclary-General Dag
Hammarskiild and of the members ol the party accompanying him,

[nn connection with the Panel’s work, T am kindly requesting a scarch ol all relevant
archives and records of the Government of the United Kingdom and Northern Treland,
including national agency and Governmental department archives and records, for any
pertinent, as vel unreleased information aboul the conditions and circumstances relating to the
ragic death of Dag Hammarskjéld and of the members of the party accompanying him,

Furthermore, the Panel presently has information that, in order 1o assess its probative
value, warrants more spectlic information requests, Reference is made in that regard by the
Commission of Ingquiry of 2013 {the Commission), in its report dated @ September 2013
(ASGRIARNDY, to the presence and activities of the First Secretary, and alleged Sccret Intelligence
Service (MI6) agent, Neil Ritchie, operating in and around Ndola over the period the aircraft
carrving Dag HMammarskjald and the members of his party crashed. A declassified report from
Mr, Ritchie details how, on 17 September, he transported the sell-appointed President of
Falanga, Moise Tshombe, and the British Counsel in Katanga, Denzil Dunnett, to Ndela,
whereupon they then awaited the arrival from Leopoldville of the Secretary-General. While
thal particular report does not comment on the possible causes of the ragic deaths of Dag
Hammarskjild and the members of his party, the Panel believes it likely that subsequent
reporting by Mr. Ritchie or other MI6 personnel present in the area could shed light on the
conditions and circumstances relating therelo, In that connection, the Panel respectiully
requests that the competent UK authorities search for and share with it any reports they may
have in their possession from Mr, Ritchie or other intelligence oflicials with information
relating o the deaths of Dag Hammarskjold and the members of his party, and any other
relevant materials,

In addition, an academic rescarcher has informed the Pancl aboul the presence in the
Mr. Martin Tucker

United Kingdom Foreign and Commonwealth Crtice
London
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records of the Government of the United Kingdom and Northern Ireland of retained portions of
several files of interest and possible relevance to the Panel’s assessment, These are as follows:

a. FCOATI61548 - Enguiry into circumstances of crash ol airerall carrying Dag
Hammarslkjdld, UN Secretary General — 1962

b. FCO 371/161549 — Enquiry into circumstances of crash of aircraft carrying Dag
Hammarsk)ild

¢, FO3ITI/155003 - Activities of mercenaries in Belgian Congo - 1961
d. FO371/155015 - Air traffic 1o and from Belgian Congo — 1961
e. FO3IT1/161551 - Supply of aireraft tor Katanga - 1962

The Panel respectiully requests the competent UK authorities share the retained portions
of those records with it, as well as any other related information they may have in their
possession, including indexes of relevant materials, current or past records and other classified
materials they may have in their custody or possession,

The provision of any such additional information would greatly assist the Panel’s efforts
to assess the probative value of the new information available to it. In light of the passage of
time, which was noted by the Sceretary-General in his Note to the General Assembly
(ASGRBOD), we hope that any such documents can now be declassilied, in whole or in part, and
shared with the Panel.

You or your staff may contact myself or other members of the Panel through the
Secretary to the Panel, Mr. Matthew Willis, who can be reached via email or telephone at
willis2(@.un.org or +1-917-367-4907, respectively. The Panel notes it is required to veport the
lindings of its assessment to the Secretary-General by 7 June 2015 and would accordingly
appreciate your assistance as soon as possible. In that regard, the Panel would gladly receive
information as il becomes available, as opposed 1o in a consolidated form.

Please accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration,

—
e

— 7\
Mohamed Chande Othman
Head of the Dag Hammarskjild Panel

P& 2
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IMDEPENDENT PANEL OF EXPERTS
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{THE DAG HAMMARSEIOLD PANE] 1

EEFEREN{CE: JNE-[N1P-012

15-09722

27 April 2015

Dear Sir,

T am writing with reference to the Independent Panel of Experts established by the United
Mations Secretary-General pursuant to General Assembly resolution 69246 of 29 December
2004 (the Dap Hammarskjiald Panel), of which [am the Head. That Panel, which consists also
ol Ma Kerryn Macaulay and Mr, Henrik Larsen, is mandated to examine and assess the
probative value of new information related {o the tragic death of former Secretary-General Dag
Hammarskjild and of the members of the parly accompanying him.

In connection with the Panel’s work, | am kindly requesting a search of all relevant
archives and records of the Government of the United Kingdom and Northern Ireland,
including national agency and Governmental department archives and records, for any
pertinent. as yet unreleased information about the conditions and circumstances relating to the
tragic death of Dag Hammarskjild and ol the members of the parly sccompanying him,

Furthermare, the Panel presently has information that, in order to assess its probative
value, warrants more specific information requests. Relerence is made in that regard by the
Commission of Inquiry of 2013 (the Commission), in its report dated 9 September 2013
(ABRABO0Y, to the presence and activities of the First Secretary, and alleged Secret Intelligence
Service (MI6) agent, Neil Ritchic, operating in and around Ndola over the period the aiveraft
carrying Dag Hammarskjald and the members of his party crashed. A declassified report Trom
Mr. Ritchie details how. on 17 Septemnber, he transported the self-appointed President ol
Katanga, Moise Tshombe, and the British Counsel in Katangs, Dengl Donnett, (o Ndola,
whereupon they then awaited the arrival from Leopoldville of the Secretary-General. While
that particular report does not comment on the possible causes of the tragic deaths of Dag
Hammarskjild and the members of his party, the Panel believes it likely that subsequent
reporting by Mr, Ritchie or ather MI6 personnel present in the area could shed light an the
conditions and circumstances relating thereto. In that connection, the Panel respectiully
requests that the competent UK authorities search for and share with it any reports they may
have in their possession from Mr. Ritchie or other intellipence officials with information
relating to the deaths of Dag Hammearskjild and the members of his party, and any other
relevant materials.

In addition, an academic researcher has informed the Panel about the presence in the

Mr. Patrick Salmon
United Kingdom Foreign and Commonwealth Office
London
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records of the Government ol the Unifed Kingdom and Meorthern Treland of retained portions of

several files of interest and possible relevance to the Panel’s assessment. These are as follows:

a. FCO371/161548 - Enquiry into circumstances of crash of aircraft carrving Dag
Hammarskjild, UN Secretary General — 1962

bo OO 371716154% - Enguiry inte circumstances of erash of aircrall carrying Dag
Hummuarskjéld

c. FOATIA55003 - Activities of mercenarics in Belgian Congo - 1961
d. FO3T71/155015 - Air trattic to and from Belgian Congo — 1961
e. FO371/161551 - Supply of aireralt for Katanga - 1962

The Panel respectfully requests the competent UK anthorities share the retained portions
of those records with it, as well as any other related information they may have in their
possession, including indexes of relevant materials, current or past records and other classified
materials they may have in their custody or possession,

The provision of any such additional information would greatly assist the Panel’s efforts
to assess the probative value of the new information available 1o it In light of the passage of
time, which was noted by the Secretary-General in his Note 1o the General Assembly
(ASOR/RDDY, we hope that any such documents can now be declassified. in whele or in part, and
shared with the Panel,

You or your stall may contact myself or other members of the Panel through the
Secretary to the Panel, Mr. Matthew Willis, who can be reached via cmail or telephone at
willis2(@.un.org or +1-917-367-4907, respectively. The Panel notes it is required to report the
lindings of its assessment to the Secretary-General by 7 June 2015 and would accordingly
appreciate your assistance as soon as possible. In that regard, the Panel would gladly receive
information as it hecomes available, as opposed (o ina conselidated form,

Please accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Mohamed Chande Othman
Head of the Dag Hammarskjild Panel
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Office

Tel: 0207 008 1118

Mr Mohamed Chande Othman Fax:

Head of the Dag Hammarskjdld Panel ww fro.gov_uk
by e-mail

10 June 2015

Dear Mr Chande

DAG HAMMARSKJOLD PANEL

Please accept my apologies once again that | was not able to provide you with a substantive
response to your requests for information within the original timescale given in your letter of
2T April.

You asked us to search across all relevant archives and records in the UK for any pertinent,
as yet unreleased information about the conditions and circumstances relating to the tragic
death of Dag Hammarskjold and of the members of the party accompanying him. You also
asked us to share with the Panel the retained portions of files held by the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office (FCO).

The vast majority of UK material relating to these events has already been releasaed to The
Mational Archives at Kew and is available to the public there. The FCO has co-ordinated a
search across all relevant UK depariments. Mone of these departments have identified any
pertinent material.

| have also commissioned a review of all the retained material listed in your letter to
determine whether this material can now be released. This review has been carried out on
the basis that all relevant information should be released to the Panel unless it is absolutely
necessary to continue to withhold it.

| regret that our review has determined that we are not in a position to release any of the
retained material. We have reviewed all of the individual redactions and we have concluded
that this information must continue to be withheld under Section 3(4) of the UK Public
Records Act. In all cases the reason for these redactions is that the information cannot be
released for secunty-related reasons.

Manapgement Department and
Departmental Records Officer
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The redactions consist of individual pieces of text, within otherwise open files. We are not
retaining any whole documents or files. The total amount of information withheld is very
small and most of the redactions only consist of a few words. The limited nature of these
redactions can be seen in the files which are cpenly available at The National Archives. Qur
assessment is that all information of value to the Panel has already been released to The
Maticnal Archives in the files you have identified and that release of the redacted material
would not provide anything of additional value for the Panel's work.

Yours sincerely,

f‘_,.-. i &
£ 1) eae

Head of Knowledge Management Department and Departmental Records Officer
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