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Strengthening multiateralism, as an instrument to relaunch
the “"Spirit of Helsinki” and to further promote peace, security,
stability and cooperation from Vancouver to Viadivostok. This
is ltaly's key priority as 2018 Chairmanship of the Organization
for Security and Cooperation in Europe.

As the largest regional security Organization in the world, with
its 57 participating States and over one bilion inhabitants,
the OSCE has a key role in tackling the challenges and the risks of our time. It is up to us to
enhance its unique capacity to maintain stability, reinforce mutual trust and strengthen secunty in
an extremely sensitive scenario.

Building upon the history of success of our Organization, which has significantly contnbuted to
the maintenance of peace in Europe for the last 43 years, we are eager to work intensively for the
future of our common endeavor, on the basis of all CSCE and OSCE principles and commitments,

We are aware of the difficuities and of the complex issues we are about to face, but we remain
highly confident in the contribution of all participating States in order to achieve results of
common interest.

{taly will spare no efiort in trying to build bridges and to favor consensus. Under the motto
“Dialogue, Ownership, Responsibility” the ltalian OSCE Chairmanship approach wil be:

- open, transparent and inclusive;

- gaographically three-dimensional, focusing on the Euro-Mediterranean region along with

the Euro-Atiantic and Euro-Asian regions;

- gender-sensitive, mainstreaming a gender-perspective into all initiatives;

- firm in prnciples; flexible on working methods;

- based on joint ownership of the Organization by all participating States.

| feel honored to serve as Chairperson-in-Office in order to contribute to the common work of
the 57 participating States. We strongly count also on the suppaort of the OSCE Parliamentary
Assembly, the Partners for Co-operation, the Secretariat and the autonomous Institutions of
OSCE. Together we can fulfill our common mission to provide security and stabifity to cur region.

Angelino Alfano
Minister of Foreign Affairs
and International Cooperation
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Treso me axtrormely coongiox times st os socuwrity in the OSCE
FOSTER|NG aroa iz conoomad. Reoanty, in our regon, the orisks in and around

SECURITY OSCE is based, Aurthomom we sl keop our focus on ol Te
i) makcr protracted conflicts ana thor smpact on the Mo of oasian

‘ popuatiors, N Georga o concoming Nagomno-Karabakh and
Transdriestria.

Wa are corwmced that the respect for fundamental rights and
froedoms o Al ndndgls = a kay pooondiion for long as
Ing peace, securlly and sustanabie developmant. ¥ fundamaental
nghts are protociad fhyough the egal sysiam and In overy day's
e, tha ruio of kew is afMimod and socurty = guarantoed. If there is no such profection, conficts multiply
and scclal and poltical instabdty may anse. sy niands 10 promote a0 0pen anc NCiuve approach, re
spectiul of cuftural dfioences and senstiviten, whils mteratng is fuff commamant towards the urnarsal
character and intordependanco of Al human rights, Doluong ovi, poltical, econamic, sockal ans cultuns
rghts. We will also devote particular attention to countenng all forms of racism, xencphobia, intol-
orance and discrimination including those based on mligious grounds.

The politico-miktary dimension s one of tha main pllars of the OSCE concept of comprebensse o
arty tay wil continue % acvocate for the ful adharencs %0 the CSCE principies and coommtments
by af partcipating States %0 rostom the Euopean secunty architecturs, 1o the il usa of the axdstng
politco military 1ocibox, and for an efiort %0 update and modernaa the axsing insyrumants such s the
Vionna Documaent. italy will also promote masningful dalogue and exchanges within adsting formats
a5 well s through e so-caled *Structured Dialogue on cunent and future cralienges and raks 30 =
curty”, with the am of oreating an environmir? conduoie 1o mwvigorting corvmntional arma control
and confidence: and socunty - buking meazures in Ewope. In addtion, wo will promate opporunties
for mittary So mitary contacts, such as through seminars on military doctrines and factuad anadyses of
miktary postures. Wa wil alst antourage huthar diecoasions on cumant thveat parcephons

Transnational throats to secusity are roasingy misvant n OG0E
waork, Italy s commitsed to afectivaly adcress the spread of torroe
Ism and %0 provant viclet exemam and Rdcaizason, We anach
the amost anportanco 10 darshying and weakarng the inks be
twoon femonsm and cnmnal acthvtios. Consistontly weth our am 1o
sustan truly duabla peace, 'we shal promote 2 holstic approach
to countaring tomorism, ontméng protection af human righas and
Andamental freedoms, addmsang 83 rool causes, vesting In educaton and cufture, a3 wal aa In Te
amgowanmant of woman and youth,

Slicit traftickings am amang e most senous Tmats to seoutty and sablsy n Esrope. Small ams
and gt waapons, outtural haritage, Biclt drugs, hazardous wasta and wikdifle are ail subect to tha neks
o lch trafcking. As cross-Dorder phanomena, hesoe have cdose Inkages with transnations organ
red crime groups, ntomational Money JuNCanng, Comupton networks and tumonst arganialions. italy
wshas 10 A2 awarenass on T vanoty of o trafclongs acmss tha OSCE mgon and contritxne 1o
furthaer davisop the orgong cocoamtion i thes fekl,

We will also fight corruption in all its forms Docawse cormupton deopty afeats T nude af law and
undarmines Ho relationship - bult on trust - between the Governmant and ctgens Theamiom, cooup
fon thpatens the bads of demoomcy and secunty; 25 well 23 the Sabity and compettvensas of the
QCONCIMC Tysiam.
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Italy ntends 1o focus on mearanghul mpmentason of tha austing cordornce- Dulting measures de
voicped in the feld of cyber security wih a wew 10 avad tha risk of condcts Semming om He use of
mionmation and sommunicaton sachnology 1IC15), We will promata nitiatves to increase awareness by
dacision-makers on how ICTs can impact on mamational peace and sacunty, also teough the Iwove-
ment af acadertia ana tha privato sacsar, and 10 strangthen oommunicaion ExXchanges and Coopaation
among partcpatng Stases as wel as wiin Partnars for Co-operation

ENHANC'NG T'ha Economic and Enwircnmental Dimension of OSCE provices
a torrain wham common and less conficting imasests. can coneh
DlALOGUEAND ute to restone dinlogue and tust among the panticipatng States
TRUST Tro orises ang chalienges at we a0 cumently tacing n the OSCE
] ama have sorounly damaged st and corfidence among tha par
topatng States as wul 25 wihn Stntes; dhesons a0 growng and
aflactng cooperation in o spheres of securty. Tharefore, Haly s
commtiad to busding upon the achisvamants and the iNtathves of
tha moest recent Gorman and Austrian Chanmanships, 0 o 1o
enhanca ha ok of the Economio ana Erwironmental Dmersion of
the OSCE In supportng stabity and securtty
Bridging the maquality gap through responsibie leadership adl
be the man priody of the 2018 takan OSCE Chaimmanshin n tha Economia and Erveonmental Dimervson.
In this mgavd, ltaly will foous on Soues such 23 tho developmant of human captal, tha promotion of good
govomanca modeis and the aptimization of dgtal econormy. These are ey elaments of 3 fransformation
a=med at enssrg axtanalye growth and ncuska progponty With a view 1o contricuting effinctvely to e
socunty in the OECE »egon.
Italy will aino promose furhor oppomnities for dalogue through the crgancation of ematic mestings that
wil son the actve rvolerment of represantatves of tha OSCE partcipating States, OGCE exocutive struc
res and fhoid opedtions, business and ol sociksty organaations. a5 weol 23 academa,

FOCUSING ON THE -0 psmos st secsly mquinis. sustakmd] and coosdint

MEDITERRANEAN o sty oo st ¥ eietnon, oo o

AND BEYOND suppon of Al OSCE participating Swates and Parner countries.

Addressing the challenges and opportunities stemming
from the Mediterrancan, such as migration. s one of the
aress wham such coordinatod ofiorts ropeesent a undamaontsl
prionty. 'Wa intend to ackdress this Ssue NOt only fom a seourtty
pomt of view. but @50 N forms of the sconomic potantia of
migration as wel as eoogh combating niclance and s

cominaton, inducing on rulgous grounds, and fghlighting the
importance of lgtenng phumismn and nclusion.

THs = why wa waniod our Chasrmanship of the OSCE to e anticpatiod by the Modtaranean Confar
ence of Paermo (2325 Cctobor]. Today, tha “Spirit of Palermo® & holping construct a genure gt
narship ameng the 57 OSCE countnes and our Mediiorancan partnars.

Ono exrpie s coambating trafficking In human beings. particulary along migraiory routes, wihich n
vobms cambating traffickang natworks, protecting wotims and ssrongthening co-opanation with Partner
coarenos. Vilnerabla groups, such as woman and chidron, desena specia attonbon. snco thay are the
mast exposed 10 the risk of being taffickod

Today's challenges are gobal in nature and can anly be managed togathar. 1o rse up 10 thase challnnges
and Centity common responoas, wo neodt o ntensty and decpan ow paltical dalogue, ospecialy with
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o OSCE Partners for Co-operation. Wa valua o sxparienca of Fannars n facng gioba chalengos
and we wan to Arthor promota the vel of ther angagaman in tha Organization. Italy robes an Partnor
courtnes’ strong engagomunt n tha activiles of the CSCE and is commition 10 furthar davoloping our
coflaboratian, in dlosa coosdination with the Austian and Siovalkc Crasmanshps of tha Asan and Madl

foruraan Cortact Grous, TRepoctyul.

At ha OSCE. the particpating States have developod @ com
'MPLEMENTlNG peohansive, consorsual and valuabin st of commitments. We
OUR COMMON would e to focus on ther inglomantation. nowng Tat tre
COMMITMENTS exchanga of best practices among s and tha continuous e
fogue with o sesevant staleholdars woold strengthen the stabiey
ot the whole OSCE area, In this mgard, the OSCE Seceutanat,
rciuding 2 Confict Pravention Centre, the OSCE Parllamen-
tary Assembly and the OSCE autonomous Institutions - the
OMca for Democrasc insstutions and Human Rights, the Hgh
Commissionee on National Mnorties, the Seprmsentative for the
Freadom of the Media - are exsromely srponiant added vaues for
our comman 'work,

5 Ihe impiementation of tho OSCE Gender Action Plan il abo

be high on cor agenda. We all shoukd o mors 1o pratect and
promota women s nghts n accocdanca with Agonda 2030 for Sustainatia Doveloprment ang stengthen
o sfforts to comtat ail fooms of wolnce agayst women.

The OSCE 1= not orvy Vaenna based. Its Field Operations and Missions, including the Special Mon-
Roring Mission in Ukraine, @o the backbone ot tha Onmnization and deserva the ful support ty of
Parsopatng States.

The hatiar Chanranship will work trelessly 1o presana and geveiop the cperasonal capacity of the OSCE.
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