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Lettre datée du 27 juin 2019, adressée au Secrétaire général
par le Chargé d’affaires par intérim de la Mission permanente
des Etats-Unis d’Amérique aupres de I’Organisation

des Nations Unies

Le 24 juin 2019, les Etats-Unis d’Amérique ont présenté aux membres du
Conseil de sécurité des informations supplémentaires montrant que 1’Iran était
responsable des attaques menées le 12 mai contre quatre pétroliers dans le port de
Foujeira aux Emirats arabes unis, le 13 juin contre deux pétroliers dans le Golfe
d’Oman et le 20 juin contre un drone qui a été abattu dans 1’espace international ou
il était utilisé. L’exposé présenté au Conseil par les Etats-Unis refléte notre volonté
de transparence quant aux enquétes que nous menons au sujet de ces incidents. Nos
enquétes se poursuivent avec 1’assistance d’alliés et de partenaires, notre intention
étant de communiquer d’autres informations au Conseil de sécurité, a mesure qu’elles
seront disponibles.

Pour aider les membres du Conseil, nous joignons a la présente lettre un résumé
écrit de nos premiéres conclusions a 1’issue des enquétes sur les attaques perpétrées
les 12 mai et 13 juin contre des pétroliers (annexe I). Nous y joignons également une
carte indiquant la trajectoire de vol du drone américain, qui montre clairement que
celui-ci se trouvait dans 1’espace international lorsque les forces iraniennes 1’ont
abattu (annexe I1).

Les Etats-Unis exhortent les membres du Conseil de sécurité a examiner
soigneusement ces informations. Compte tenu de ces preuves concluantes, nous
demandons aux membres du Conseil de s’associer a nous pour attribuer ces attaques
a I’Iran. Les membres du Conseil et les autres Etats Membres ayant des questions au
sujet de ces preuves sont invités a prendre contact avec la Mission permanente des
Etats-Unis d’Amérique auprés de 1’Organisation des Nations Unies.

Nous demandons que le texte de la présente lettre et de ses annexes soit distribué
comme document du Conseil de sécurité.

L’ Ambassadeur,

Mission des Etats-Unis auprés de
I’Organisation des Nations Unies
(Signé) Jonathan R. Cohen
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ASSESSMENT OF RECENT INCIDENTS

We assess with a high degree of confidence that Iran was responsible
for the 12 May attacks in Fujairah as well as the 13 June attacks on
two tankers in the Gulf of Oman. This assessment is based on
intelligence, the weapons and tactics used in the attacks, and the fact
that no proxy in the region has the capabilities.

The information below is the result of close interagency coordination
as well as ongoing cooperation with our allies and partners. In the
days and weeks since the attacks, the United States has analyzed a
range of sources. Our investigation into the attacks is ongoing and we
will continue to share information as it becomes available.

12 MAY ATTACKS IN VICINITY OF UAE PORT OF FUJAIRAH:

The United States assesses that the Islamic Reveolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC) 1likely conducted the attacks on four oil tankers in the vicinity
of Fujairah during a 53-minute period in the early morning of 12 May.

The attacks were consistent with a known IRGC capability, with credible
threats we were tracking and with public statements from Iran
threatening freedom of navigation. The attacks were likely conducted by
IRGC boats that violated UAE territorial sovereignty in the area near
the attacks hours prior to the first explosion.

o The attack on four tankers near the UAE port of Fujairah was
conducted with magnetic “limpet-style” mines, on the hull of
those four tankers.

o The blasts on each ship occurred under the waterline of each
ship, and were significant enough to blow a large hole ranging
from a couple meters to as many as 5 meters square on each
vessel. The blasts showed no evidence of a projectile or torpedo
that would have left significant debris within the skin of the
ships. Detonations occurred within 53 minutes, indicating the
most common method of limpet mine initiation.

o The United States assesses that the IRGC has a naval diver
capability to conduct this type of covert mining activity.

o The most convincing piece of information is a report to U.S.
Maval Forces Central Command from the USS Mason that
approximately 20 IRGC fast inshore attack craft traveled from the
Iranian side of the Strait of Hormuz into UAE territorial waters
near Fujairah hours before the attacks. The report places IRGC
vessels capable of delivering trained IRGC divers near the
sabotaged tankers mere hours before the attacks.

o These findings are consistent with and support the assessment
that a sophisticated state actor was likely responsible for the
attacks, which the United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, and Norway
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concluded during their joint briefing to UN Security Council
Members on 6 June 2019.

13 JUNE ATTACKS IN GULF OF OMAN:

Iran was also responsible for attacking two tankers in the Gulf of Oman near
the Strait of Hormuz. Iran targeted the FRONT ALTAIR and KOKUKA COURAGEQUS.
The tankers were targeted while they were underway and carrying oil or
related products from Saudi Arabia and UAE. The attacks coincided with Prime
Minister Abe’s visit to Iran, who was visiting the country in an effort to
ease tensions between the U.S. and Iran.

e Our intelligence confirms that Iranian vessels operating in and arcund
the Strait of Hormuz on 12-13 June approached both the Front Altair and
Kokuka Courageous before each vessel suffered explosions. We assess
this activity is consistent with an Iranian operation to attach limpet
mines to the vessels. A senior IRGC official also confirmed that
personnel had completed twe actions, possibly in the Gulf of Oman.

e Further, during the early morning hours of 13 June, Iranian naval
elements were observed monitoring the tankers around the time that both
vessels reported being attacked. At the time, both tankers were only
10 nautical miles apart and transiting out of the Strait of Hormuz into
the Gulf of Oman.

e Jle assess with high confidence the limpet mines used in the attack on
the Kokuka Couragecus were of Iranian origin and design, based on
exploitation and our understanding of the technical characteristics of
world-wide limpet mines. Furthermore, the attack was almost certainly
conducted by the IRGC Navy (IRGCN), based on historical Iranian press
video of IRGCN training with the same class of limpet mine and an IRGCN
vessel being used to retrieve the unexploded mine after the attacks.

¢ The type of limpet mine observed in this incident is unique in
structure when compared to the international inventory of limpet mines.
It bears a striking resemblance to and is consistent with Iranian made
limpet mines that have been publicly displayed by Iran. The green
composite material on the recovered magnet, location of the cartridge-
actuated nail holes, number of nail holes, and diameter of the limpet
placement area is consistent with the Iranian “Indigenous Extra-Large”
limpet mine advertised in a 2015 arms display.

¢ We also have post-attack video of an Iranian military vessel pulling up
at high speed alongside the Kokuka Courageous to remove an object from
the hull. We assess this object to be an unexploded limpet mine. The
procedures the IRGC personnel followed were inconsistent with standard
safety practices that Explesive Ordnance Disposal teams would employ
when approaching unknown ordnance. The video, which has been released
publicly, shows that IRGC personnel took no safety precautions when
approaching or removing the ordnance, suggesting they knew how it was
intended to function and exactly where it was. The removal and
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confiscation of the mine suggest an attempt by Tehran to hide its
involvement in the attacks.

e A U.S. Navy Explosive Ordnance Disposal team has gathered fragments and
pieces of metal from the external explosion onboard the Kokuka
Courageous as well as explosive residue, fingerprints, and trace
evidence to process through explosive and biometric laboratories. We
will continue to assess this evidence.

DISPOSITION OF CREW MEMBERS

When FRONT ALTAIR sent a distress call, a nearby Marshall Islands-flagged
oiler responded and rescued the crew from their life raft - a 23 member crew
of Russian, Filipino, and Georgian nationals.

¢ Tranian military wvessels surrcunded the oiler and demanded they turn
over the FRONT ALTAIR crew. The master of the oiler felt he had no
choice but to comply with their demands and transfer the FRONT ALTAIR
crew to the Iranian military.

¢ The crew of the FRONT ALTAIR were held in Iran for two days. They were
eventually released and arrived in Dubai on 15 June.

When KOKUKA COURAGEOUS sent a distress call, a nearby Dutch-flagged vessel
responded.

¢ The Dutch vessel informed the KOKUKA COURAGEOUS master that there was
an object on the KOKUKA’s hull, which they believed to be an unexploded
naval limpet mine.

¢ The KOKUKA crew - all Filipino nationals - evacuated to the Dutch
vessel, which was haliled by an Iranian military vessel reguesting
transfer of the KOKUKA crew. However, the USS BAINBRIDGE reached the
Dutch wvessel before the Iranian military wvessel, and took the KOKUKA
COURAGEOUS crew on board at the request of the KOKUKA’'s master.
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M/V KOKUKA COURAGEOUS Attacked With Iranian Indigenous Extra-Large Limpet Mines (High Confidence)

{U) NAVCENT Team conducted post-blast |

Panamanian-flagged
COURAGEOUS in the Gulf of Oman
Eindings:

+ (U) Imagery observed object on starboard
side of the vessel (witnessed being
removed by Iranian Naval forces)
consistent with limpet mine size and shape

U} Image from Exploitation Team

Eprosion'Site

Publicly Revealed at 2015 Military Display

+ (U) 2x nail holes at the imprint site are
consistent with an Iranian “Indigenous
Extra-Large” limpet mine

= (U) Aluminum and composite remnants on
the recovered magnet are consistent with
advertised Iranian “Indigenous Extra-Large”
limpet mine material composition

* (U) Mine appears consistent with Iranian-

mmmwmw

14 JUN image of M'V KOKUKA COURAGEQUS U) Measurements are consistent with advertised Iranian

Indigenous Extra-Large Limpet Mine diameter

(LJ) NAVCENT and the Office of Naval Intelligence assesses with high confidence the limpet mines used in the attack on the M/V KOKUKA COURAGEOUS were of Iranian origin and design, based on
exploitation and our understanding of the technical characteristics of world-wide limpet mines. Furthermore, the attack was almost certainly conducted by the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
Navy (IRGCN), based on historical Iranian press video of IRGCN training with the same class of limpet mine and an IRGCN vessel being used to retrieve the unexploded mine after the attacks.
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M/V KOKUKA COURAGEOUS Attacked With Iranian Indigenous Extra-Large Limpet Mines (High Confidence)

1J) Brochure for Iranian Indigenous Extra-Large
Limpet Mine, Publicly Revealed at 2015 Military
Display

Translation

Project Objectives: This mine has been
designed and built to be used against
vessels and fixed and mobile metallic

and non-metallic structure. , :
J) Measurements are consistent with reported diameter of Iranian
Extra-Large limpet mine
General Specifications:
ST i s g b dtgdiade G i .
AT Diameter (mm): 550 |
—— Height (mm): 320
Weight (kg): 42

| Casing: Aluminum and Composite

Operational Application: To destroy a
variety of vessels and fixed and mobile
and non-metallic structures.

J) Magnet 3.5" diameter; aluminum, composite remnants

(U) The green composite material on the recovered magnet, location of the cartridge-actuated nail holes, number of nail holes, and diameter of the limpet placement area is
consistent with the Iranian “Indigenous Extra-Large” limpet mine advertised in a 2015 arms display. Chemical analysis of collected explosive residue swabs is pending.
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Statement explaining additional imagery:

The Motor Tanker (M/T) Kokuka Courageous sustained damage from a limpet mine attack while
operating in the Gulf of Oman, on June 13th. Limpet mines are attached to a vessel via magnets
and/or nails and detonated by a timer. Following the attack, sailors from the Kokuka Couragous
discovered a second, unexploded, limpet mine on their vessel and abandoned ship. The Dutch
tug Coastal Ace rescued the crew of 21 sailors. The USS Bainbridge (DDG 96) then transferred
and transported the Sailors to safety. Later that day, an Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC) Gashti Class patrol boat approached Kokuka Courageous and was observed and recorded
by a U.S. Navy MH-60R helicopter removing the unexploded limpet mine from Kokuka
Courageous. Iran is responsible for the attack based on video evidence and the resources and
proficiency needed to quickly remove the unexploded limpet mine. The hull penetration
measures 1.1m at the widest point by 1.5m 4'2" x 3'8" (H x W) at the tallest point. The
penetration begins approximately 1m above the water line.

Photos from an MH-60R on Jun 13, 2019

Imagery taken from a U.S. Navy MH-40R helicopter of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
Navy removing an unexploded limpet mine from the M/T Kokuka Courageous.
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Imagery taken from a U.S. Navy MH-60R helicopter of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
Navy after removing an unexploded limpet mine from the M/T Kokuka Courageous.

I Imagery taken from a U.S. Navy MH-60R helicopter of blast -damage to M/T Kokuka
Courageous. M/V Kokuka Courageous received damage consistent with a limpet mine attack in
the Gulf of Oman, June 13.
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Imagery taken from a U.S. Navy MH-60R helicopter of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
Navy of the remnants of the magnetic attachment device of unexploded limpet mine from the
M/T Kokuka Courageous.

Photo taken by a crewman on an MH-60R with a handheld camera on Jun 13, 2019

Imagery taken from a U.S. Navy MH-60R helicopter of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
Navy after removing an unexploded limpet mine from the M/T Kokuka Courageous.
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Photos of Damage and Mine Remnants taken June 14.

el
e
~a

7710 - This is a view of hull penetration/blast damage on the starboard side of motor vessel
M/T Kokuka Courageous, which was sustained from a limpet mine attack while operating in the
Gulf of Oman, on June 13th.

7725 - This photo is a view of hull penetration/blast damage sustained from a limpet mine
attack on the starboard side of motor vessel M/T Kokuka Courageous, while operating in the
Gulf of Oman, June 13.

UNCLASSIFIED
12

13/16



S/2019/536

UNCLASSIFIED

7729 - This photo is a view of internal hull penetration/blast damage sustained from a limpet
mine attack on the starboard side of motor vessel M/T Kokuka Courageous, while operating in
the Gulf of Oman, June 13.

7714 - This is the view of the remnants of a removed limpet mine's placement, location, and
damage sustained from a limpet mine attack, on the starboard side of motor vessel M/T Kokuka
Courageous, while operating in the Gulf of Oman, June 13. A limpet mine is attached to a vessel
via magnet and/or nails. The holes seen were created by nails used to hold the mine in place.
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7761 -This photo depicts the aluminum and green compaosite material left behind following
removal of an unexploded limpet mine used in an attack on the starboard side of motor vessel
M/T Kokuka Courageous, while operating in the Gulf of Oman, June 13th.
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Annexe II a la lettre datée du 27 juin 2019 adressée au Secrétaire général par le Chargé d’affaires
par intérim de la Mission permanente des Etats-Unis d’Amérique aupres de I’Organisation des
Nations Unies

Legend
RQ-4A Flight Path

Territorial Waters — Iran and
UAE/Oman

Iranian Claimed Territorial
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