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"ES" and an arabic numeral indicating the session, followed by an oblique stroke and another arabic numeral
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4 1. Resolutions adopted without reference to a Main Committee

52/2.  Cooperation between the United Nations and the

Agency for Cultural and Technical Cooperation
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 33/18 of 10 November 1978, by
which it granted observer status to the Agency for Cultural and
Technical Cooperation,

Recalling also its resolution 50/3 of 16 October 1995, by
which it noted the complementarity of the activities of the
Agency for Cultural and Technical Cooperation and the United
Nations and invited the Secretary-General of the United
Nations, in consultation with the Secretary-General of the
Agency for Cultural and Technical Cooperation, to promote
cooperation between the two organizations,

Recalling further the Articles of the Charter of the United
Nations which encourage the promotion of the purposes and
principles of the United Nations through regional cooperation,

Noting the desire of the two organizations to consolidate,
develop and tighten the ties that exist between them in the
political, economic, social and cultural fields,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on
cooperation between the United Nations and the Agency for
Cultural and Technical Cooperation,’

Noting with satisfaction the encouraging progress
achieved in cooperation between the United Nations, its
specialized agencies and other United Nations bodies and
programmmes and the Agency for Cultural and Technical
Cooperation,

Convinced that strengthening cooperation between the
United Nations and the Agency for Cuitural and Technical
Cooperation is consistent with the purposes and principles of
the United Nations,

Considering that the Agency for Cultural and Technical
Cooperation brings together a considerable number of States
-Members of the United Nations, among which it promotes
multilateral cooperation in areas of interest to the United
Nations,

1. Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the
Secretary-General on cooperation between the United Nations
and the Agency for Cultural and Technical Cooperation;’

2. Commends the Agency for Cultural and Technical
Cooperation for its continuing efforts to encourage multilateral
cooperation among countries that use French as a common
language, particularly in the areas of conflict prevention,
strengthening of the rule of law, economic, social and cultural
development and promotion of new information technologies,
and requests United Nations bodies to give it their support;

3. Welcomes the involvement of the countries that use
French as a common language, through the Agency for

' A/52/299 and Add.T and 2.

Cultural and Technical Cooperation, in United Nations
activities, including the preparation for, conduct of and foliow-
up to world conferences organized under United Nations
auspices;

4. Notes with satisfaction that the Agency for Cultural
and Technical Cooperation is participating more frequently in
the work of the United Nations, to which it makes a valuable
confribution;

5. Welcomes in particular the five cooperation
agreements concluded in 1995 and 1996 between the United
Nations, the United Nations Development Programme, the
United Nations Children's Fund and the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on the one
hand and the Agency for Cultural and Technical Cooperation
on the other;

6. Welcomes also the high-level meetings held
periodically between the Secretary-General of the United
Nations and the Secretary-General of the Agency for Cultural
and Technical Cooperation and between senior secretariat
officials of both organizations, and encourages their
participation in major meetings of both organizations;

7. Notes with satisfaction the outcome of the meeting
held in Paris on 29 September 1997 between those responsible
for electoral assistance at the United Nations and at the Agency
for Cultural and Technical Cooperation, and encourages
cooperation between the two organizations in this area;

8. Recommends to the United Nations and the Agency
for Cultura} and Technical Cooperation that they intensify their
consultations with a view to ensuring greater coordination in
the area of conflict prevention, support for the rule of law and
democracy and promotion of human rights;

9. Invites the Secretary-General to include the Agency
for Cultural and Technical Cooperation in the periodic
meetings he holds with the heads of regional organizations,
taking into account the role played by the Agency in the area
of conflict prevention and support for democracy and the rule
of law;

10. Requests the Secretary-General, acting in
cooperation with the Secretary-General of the Agency for
Cultural and Technical Cooperation, to encourage the holding
of periodic meetings between representatives of the United
Nations Secretariat and representatives of the secretariat of the
Agency for Cultural and Technical Cooperation in order to
promote the exchange of information and the identification of
new areas of cooperation;

11. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
of the United Nations and the Secretary-General of the Agency
for Cultural and Technical Cooperation for their sustained
efforts to strengthen cooperation and coordination between the
United Nations and the Agency for Cultural and Technical
Cooperation, thereby serving the mutual interests of the two
organizations in the political, economic, social and cultural
fields;
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12. Invites the Secretary-General to take the necessary
steps, in consultation with the Secretary-General of the Agency
for Cultural and Technical Cooperation, to continue to
promote cooperation between the two organizations;

13. Invites the specialized agencies and other
programmes and organizations of the United Nations system,
particularly the United Nations Development Programme, to
collaborate to this end with the Secretary-General of the
Agency for Cultural and Technical Cooperation by
undertaking new joint initiatives in the areas of poverty
elimination, micro-financing, energy, sustainable development,
education, training and the development of new information
technologies;

14. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly at its fifty-fourth session a report on the
implementation of the present resolution;

15. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-fourth session the item entitled "Cooperation between the
United Nations and the Agency for Cultural and Technical
Cooperation”.

34th plenary meeting
17 October 1997

52/3. Cooperation between the United Nations and the

Latin American Economic System
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 50/14 of 15 November 1995 on
cooperation between the United Nations and the Latin
American Economic System,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on
cooperation between the United Nations and the Latin
American Economic System,?

Bearing in mind the Agreement between the United
Nations and the Latin American Economic System, in which
the parties agree to strengthen and expand their cooperation in
matters which are of common concern in the field of their
respective competence pursuant to their constitutional
instruments,

Considering that the Economic Commission for Latin
America and the Caribbean has developed ties of cooperation
with the Latin American Economic System which have grown
stronger in recent years,

Bearing in mind that the Permanent Secretariat of the
Latin American Economic System has carried out several
programmes with the support of the United Nations
Development Programme in areas that are considered of
priority for the economic and social development of the region,

Considering that the Latin American Economic System
is developing joint activities with the specialized agencies and
other organizations and programmes of the United Nations
system, such as the United Nations Conference on Trade and

2 A/52/376.

Development, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization, the United Nations Industrial
Development Organization, the World Health Organization
and the World Intellectual Property Organization,

Welcoming the continued monitoring of changes in the
treatment of topics relating to the United Nations system, in
close contact with the delegations of the Member States
participating in such deliberations,

1. Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the
Secretary-General;?

2. Urges the Economic Commission for Latin America
and the Caribbean to continue broadening and deepening its
coordination and mutual support activities with the Latin
American Economic System;

3. Urges the United Nations Development Programme,
within its new overall framework and high-priority
development objectives in support of sustainable human
development, to renew and expand its financial and technical
cooperation with the programmes that the Permanent
Secretariat of the Latin American Economic System is carrying
out in areas of mutual interest and concern, aimed at
complementing the technical assistance activities conducted by
the Latin American Economic Systemn;

4. Urges the specialized agencies and other
organizations, funds and programmes of the United Nations
system to continue and intensify their support for, and
cooperation in the activities of, the Latin American Economic
System;

5. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations
and the Permanent Secretary of the Latin American Economic
System to assess, at the appropriate time, the implementation
of the Agreement between the United Nations and the Latin
American Economic System and to report thereon to the
General Assembly at its fifty-third session;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly at its fifty-third session a report on the
implementation of the present resolution.

35th plenary meeting
22 October 1997

52/4. Cooperation between the United Nations and the

Organization of the Islamic Conference
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 37/4 of 22 October 1982, 38/4
of 28 October 1983, 39/7 of 8 November 1984, 40/4 of 25
October 1985, 41/3 of 16 October 1986, 42/4 of 15 October
1987, 43/2 of 17 October 1988, 44/8 of 18 October 1989, 45/9
of 25 October 1990, 46/13 of 28 October 1991, 47/18 of 23
November 1992, 48/24 of 24 November 1993, 49/15 of 15
November 1994, 50/17 of 20 November 1995 and 51/18 of 14
November 1996,
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Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on
cooperation between the United Nations and the Organization
of the Islamic Conference,?

Taking into account the desire of both organizations to
continue to cooperate closely in the political, economic, social,
humanitarian, cultural and technical fields and in their
common search for solutions to global problems, such as
questions relating to international peace and security,
disarmament, self-determination, decolonization, fundamental
human rights and economic and technical development,

Recalling the Articles of the Charter of the United
Nations that encourage the activities through regional
cooperation for the promotion of the purposes and principles
of the United Nations,

Noting the strengthening of cooperation between the
United Nations, its funds and programmes and specialized
agencies and the Organization of the Islamic Conference, its
subsidiary organs and its specialized and affiliated institutions,

Noting also the encouraging progress made in the nine
priority areas of cooperation, as well as in the identification of
other areas of cooperation,

Convinced that the strengthening of cooperation between
the United Nations and other organizations of the United
Nations system and the Organization of the Islamic Conference
and its organs and institutions contributes to the promotion of
the purposes and principles of the United Nations,

Taking into account the report of the Secretary-General
entitled "An Agenda for Peace™,* in particular section VII,
concerning cooperation with regional arrangements and
organizations, and the "Supplement to An Agenda for Peace"’

Noting with appreciation the determination of both
organizations to strengthen further the existing cooperation by
developing specific proposals in the designated priority areas
of cooperation, as well as in the political field,

1. Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the
Secretary-General;?

2. Notes with satisfaction the active participation of the
Organization of the Islamic Conference in the work of the
United Nations towards the realization of the purposes and
principles of the Charter of the United Nations;

3. Requests the United Nations and the Organization of
the Islamic Conference to continue to cooperate in their
common search for solutions to global problems, such as
questions relating to international peace and security,
disarmament, self-determination, decolonization, fundamental

3 A/52/377.

* A/47/277-8/24111; see Official Records of the Security Council,
Forty-seventh Year, Supplement for April, May and June 1992,
document S/24111.
* A/50/60-8/1995/1; see Official Records of the Security Council,
Fiftieth Year, Supplement for January, February and March 1995,
document S/1995/1.

human rights, social and economic development and technical
cooperation;

4. Welcomes the efforts of the United Nations and the
Organization of the Islamic Conference to strengthen
cooperation between the two organizations in areas of
common concern and to review the ways and means for
enhancing the actual mechanisms of such cooperation;

5. Welcomes also the efforts of the secretariats of the
two organizations to strengthen information exchange,
coordination and cooperation between them in areas of mutual
interest in the political field and their ongoing consultations
with a view to developing the modalities of such cooperation;

6. Welcomes further the periodic high-level meetings
between the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the
Secretary-General of the Organization of the Islamic
Conference, as well as between senior secretariat officials of
the two organizations, and encourages their participation in
important meetings of the two organizations;

7. Recommends that, in accordance with its resolution
50/17, in order to enhance cooperation and for the purpose of
review and appraisal of progress, a general meeting between
representatives of the secretariats of the United Nations system
and the Organization of the Islamic Conference should take
place in 1998;

8. Also recommends that, in accordance with resolution
50/17, coordination meetings of focal points of the
organizations and agencies of the United Nations systen: and
the Organization of the Islamic Conference and its specialized
institutions should be held concurrently with the generai
meeting in 1998;

9. Encourages the specialized agencies and other
organizations of the United Nations system to continue to
expand their cooperation with the subsidiary organs and
specialized and affiliated institutions of the Organization of the
Islamic Conference, particularly by negotiating cooperation
agreements, and invites them to muitiply the contacts and
meetings of the focal points for cooperation in priority areas of
interest to the United Nations and the Organization of the
Islamic Conference;

10.  Urges the United Nations and other organizations
of the United Nations system, especially the lead agencies, to
provide increased technical and other forms of assistance to the
Organization of the Islamic Conference and its subsidiary
organs and specialized and affiliated institutions in order to
enhance cooperation; :

11. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
for his continued efforts to strengthen cooperation and
coordination between the United Nations and other
organizations of the United Nations system and the
Organization of the Islamic Conference and its subsidiary
organs and specialized and affiliated institutions to serve the
mutual interests of the two organizations in the political,
economic, social and cultural fields, and expresses the hope
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that he will continue to strengthen the mechanisms of
coordination between the two organizations;

12. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its fifty-third session on the state of
cooperation between the United Nations and the Organization
of the Islamic Conference;

13.  Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "Cooperation between the
United Nations and the Organization of the Islamic
Conference".

35th plenary meeting
22 October 1997
52/5. Cooperation between the United Nations and the
League of Arab States
The General Assembly,

Recalling its previous resolutions on the promotion of
cooperation between the United Nations and the League of
Arab States,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on
cooperation between the United Nations and the League of
Arab States,’

Recalling the decision of the Council of the League of
Arab States that it considers the League a regional organization
within the meaning of Chapter VIII of the Charter of the
United Nations,

Noting the desire of both organizations to consolidate,
develop and enhance further the ties existing between them in
the political, economic, social, humanitarian, cultural and
administrative fields,

Taking into account the report of the Secretary-General
entitled "An Agenda for Peace",” in particular section VII,
concerning cooperation with regional arrangements and
organizations, and the "Supplement to An Agenda for Peace",?

H

Convinced that the maintenance and further strengthening
of cooperation between the United Nations system and the
League of Arab States contribute to the promotion of the
purposes and principles of the United Nations,

Convinced also of the need for more efficient and
coordinated utilization of available economic and financial
resources to promote common objectives of the two
organizations,

© A/52/378.

7 A/47/277-S/24111; see Official Records of the Security Council,
Forty-seventh Year, Supplement for April, May and June 1992,
document S/24111.
* A/50/60-S/1995/1; see Official Records of the Security Council,
Fiftieth Year, Supplement for January, February and March 1995,
document S/1995/1.

Welcoming the results of the general meeting on
cooperation between representatives of the secretariats of the
organizations of the United Nations system and of the General
Secretariat of the League of Arab States and its specialized
organizations, held in Geneva from 2 to 4 July 1997,

1. Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the
Secretary-General;®

2. Commends the continued efforts of the League of
Arab States to promote multilateral cooperation among Arab
States, and requests the United Nations system to continue to
lend its support;

3. Takes note of the conclusions and recommendations
adopted at the general meeting on cooperation held in Geneva
between representatives of the secretariats of the organizations
of the United Nations system and of the General Secretariat of
the League of Arab States and its specialized organizations,
which were contained in the final document transmitted by the
Secretariat of the United Nations to all United Nations
organizations that had participated in the meeting and to the
General Secretariat of the League of Arab States;

4. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
for the follow-up action taken by him to implement the
proposals adopted at the meetings between the representatives
of the secretariats of the United Nations and other
organizations of the United Nations system and the General
Secretariat of the League of Arab States and its specialized
organizations, including the latest meeting, held in Geneva in
1997,

5. Regquests the Secretariat of the United Nations and the
General Secretariat of the League of Arab States, within their
respective fields of competence, to intensify further their
cooperation towards the realization of the purposes and
principles of the Charter of the United Nations, the
strengthening of international peace and security, economic
development, disarmament, decolonization, self-determination
and the eradication of all forms of racism and racial
discrimination;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to continue his efforts
to strengthen cooperation and coordination between the United
Nations and other organizations and agencies of the United
Nations system and the League of Arab States and its
specialized organizations in order to enhance their capacity to
serve the mutual interests of the two organizations in the
political, economic, social, humanitarian, cultural and
administrative fields;

7. Calls upon the specialized agencies and other
organizations and programmes of the United Nations system:

{a) To continue to cooperate with the Secretary-General
and among themselves, as well as with the League of Arab
States and its specialized organizations, in the follow-up of
multilateral proposals aimed at strengthening and expanding
cooperation in all fields between the United Nations system
and the League of Arab States and its specialized
organizations;
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(b) To maintain and increase contacts and improve the'

mechanism of consultation with the counterpart programmes, -

organizations and agencies concerned regarding projects and
programimes, in order to facilitate their implementation;

{¢) To associate whenever possible with organizations
and institutions of the League of Arab States in the execution
and implementation of development projects in the Arab
region;

(d) To inform the Secretary-General, not later than 10
June 1998, of the progress of their cooperation with the
League of Arab States and its specialized organizations, in
particular the follow-up action taken on the multilateral and
bilateral proposals adopted at the previous meetings between
the two organizations;

8. Also calls upon the specialized agencies and other
organizations and programmes of the United Nations system
to intensify cooperation with the League of Arab States and its
specialized organizations in the following priority sectors,
namely energy, rural development, desertification and green
belts, training and vocational training, technology,
environment and information and documentation;

9. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations,
in cooperation with the Secretary-General of the League of
Arab States, to encourage periodic consultation between
representatives of the Secretariat of the United Nations and the
General Secretariat of the League of Arab States to review and
strengthen coordination mechanisms with a view to
accelerating implementation of, and follow-up action on,
multilateral projects, proposals and recommendations adopted
at the meetings between the two organizations;

10. Recommends that a sectoral meeting on trade and
development between the United Nations and the League of
Arab States be held at the headquarters of the League of Arab
States in Cairo during 1998;

11. Decides that, in order to enhance cooperation and
for the purpose of review and appraisal of progress, a general
meeting between the United Nations system and the League of
Arab States should take place once every two years, and inter-
agency sectoral meetings should be organized regularly on
areas of priority and wide importance in the development of
the Arab States, on the basis of agreement between the
counterpart programmes of the United Nations system and the
League of Arab States and its specialized organizations;

12. Recommends that the next general meeting on
cooperation between the representatives of the secretariats of
organizations of the United Nations system and of the General
Secretariat of the League of Arab States and its specialized
organizations be held during 1999;

13. Reguests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly at its fifty-third session a report on the
implementation of the present resolution;

14,  Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "Cooperation between the
United Nations and the League of Arab States".

35th plenary meetin,
2 Ociober 199

52/6.  Observer status for the Andean Community in the

General Assembly
The General Assembly,

Considering the importance of the Andean Community
in the promotion of the balanced and harmonious development
of the member countries on the basis of equity, through
economic and social integration and cooperation, with a view
to the gradual formation of a2 Latin American common market,

Considering also the need, frequently noted by the
United Nations, to promote and support the economic
development of the member countries,

Recalling its resolution 50/227 of 24 May 1996 on the
restructuring and revitalization of the United Nations in the
economiic, social and related fields,

Wishing to promote cooperation between the United
Nations and the Andean Community,

l. Decides to invite the Andean Community to
participate in the sessions and the work of the General
Assembly in the capacity of observer;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to take the necessary
action to implement this resolution.

35tk plenary meetin
2 October 199

Cooperation between the United Nations and the
Inter-Parliamentary Union

52/7.

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 51/7 of 25 October 1996, in
which it welcomed the conclusion of the cooperation
agreement between the United Nations and the Inter-
Parliamentary Union as an important step for increased and
strengthened cooperation between the two organizations,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General®
and debated the initial aspects of the cooperation resulting
from the agreement,

1. Notes with appreciation the increased cooperation
between the United Nations and the Inter-Parliamentary
Union;

2. Recommends that this cooperation be further
strengthened, at a time when the United Nations is preparing
to meet the challenges of the twenty-first century;

3. Reguests the Secretary-General to submit a further
report to the General Assembly at its fifty-third session on
various aspects of cooperation between the United Nations and
the Inter-Parliamentary Union in implementation of the
cooperation agreement;

® A152/456,
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4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "Cooperation between the
United Nations and the Inter-Parliamentary Union".

37th plenary meeting
8 October 1997

52/9.  University for Peace

The General Assembly,

Recalling that in its resolution 34/111 of 14 December
1979 it approved the idea of establishing the University for
Peace as a specialized international centre for postgraduate
studies, research and the dissemination of knowledge
specifically aimed at training and education for peace and its
universal promotion within the United Nations system,

Recalling also that in its resolution 35/55 of 5 December
1980 it approved the establishment of the University for Peace
in conformity with the International Agreement for the
Establishment of the University for Peace,'

Recalling further its resolutions 45/8 of 24 October 1990
and 46/11 of 24 October 1991, on the tenth anniversary of the
University for Peace and the report of the Secretary-General on
that anniversary,'! its resolution 48/9 of 25 October 1993, in
which it decided to include in the agenda of its fiftieth session
the item entitled "University for Peace", and its resolution
50/41 of 8 December 1995, in which it decided to include in
the agenda of its fifty-second session the item entitled
"University for Peace” and requested the Secretary-General to
consider ways of strengthening cooperation between the
United Nations and the University for Peace and to submit a
report thereon to the General Assembly at its fifty-second
session,

Recognizing once again that the University has suffered
from financial limitations which have impeded the full
development of the activities and programmes necessary for
carrying out its important mandate,

Recognizing also the important and varied activities
carried out by the University during the period 1995-1997,
largely thanks to the financial contributions made by Canada,
Costa Rica and Spain and contributions by foundations and
non-governmental organizations,

Noting that in 1991 the Secretary-General, with the
assistance of the United Nations Development Programme,
established a Trust Fund for Peace consisting of voluntary
contributions in order to provide the University with the means
necessary to extend its sphere of activity to the rest of the
world, to take full advantage of its potential capacity for
education, research and support of the United Nations and to
carry out its mandate of promoting peace in the world,

Noting also that the University has placed special
emphasis, in the context of the report of the Secretary-General

10 See resolution 35/55, annex.
11 A/46/580.

_ entitled "An Agenda for Peace",”? on the area of conflict

prevention, peacekeeping and peace-building, as well as on the
peaceful settlement of disputes, and that it has launched
programmes in the area of democratic consensus-building and
in the training of academic experts in the techniques of the
peaceful settlement of conflicts, as well as a broad programme
in Central America and the Caribbean on the building of
cultures of peace,

Considering the importance of promoting an education
for peace which will help to foster respect for the values
inherent in peace and universal coexistence among human
beings, such as respect for life, friendship and solidarity
between peoples and the dignity and integrity of persons
irrespective of their nationality, race, sex, religion or culture,

Considering with appreciation that the Government of
Uruguay established in 1997 in the city of Montevideo a
World Centre for Research and Information on Peace, by
agreement with the University for Peace, which gave that
Centre the status of regional sub-headquarters of the
University for Peace for South America,

Taking into account the efforts being made by the United
Nations and by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization for the development and promotion of
a new culture of peace,

Recalling that in its resolution 46/11 it decided to include
in the agenda of its forty-eighth session and biennially
thereafter an item entitled "University for Peace",

1. Regquests the Secretary-General, in view of the intense
work done by the University for Peace, to consider ways of
strengthening cooperation between the United Nations and the
University for Peace and to submit a report thereon to the
General Assembly at its fifty-fourth session;

2. Invites Member States, non-governmental
organizations and intergovernmental bodies, as well as
interested organizations and individuals, to contribute directly
to the Trust Fund for Peace and to the budget of the
University;

3. Invites Member States to accede to the International
Agreement for the Establishment of the University for Peace,
thereby demonstrating their support for a global peace studies
institution whose mandate is the promotion of a global culture
of peace;

4, Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-fourth session the item entitled "University for Peace".

44th plenary meeting
4 November 199

t2 A/47/277-8/24111; see Official Records of the Security Council,
Forty-seventh Year, Supplement for April, May and June 1992,
document S/24111.
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52/10. Necessity of ending the economic, commefcial and
financial embarge imposed by the United States of
America against Cuba

The General Assembly,

Determined to encourage' strict compliance with the
purposes and principles enshrined in the Charter of the United
Nations,

Reaffirming, among other principles, the sovereign
equality of States, non-intervention and non-interference in
their internal affairs and freedom of international trade and
navigation, which are also enshrined in many international
legal instruments,

Recalling the statements of the heads of State or
Government at the Ibero-American Summits concerning the
need to eliminate the unilateral application of economic and
trade measures by one State against another that affect the free
flow of international trade,

Concerned about the continued promulgation and
application by Member States of laws and regulations, such as
that promulgated on 12 March 1996 known as the "Helms-
Burton Act”, the extraterritorial effects of which affect the
sovereignty of other States, the legitimate interests of entities
or persons under their jurisdiction and the freedom of trade
and navigation,

Taking note of declarations and resolutions of different
intergovernmental forums, bodies and Govemments that
express the rejection by the international community and
public opinion of the promulgation and application of
regulations of the kind referred to above,

Recalling its resolutions 47/19 of 24 November 1992,
48/16 of 3 November 1993, 49/9 of 26 October 1994, 50/10 of
2 November 1995 and 51/17 of 12 November 1996,

Concerned that, since the adoption of its resolutions
47/19, 48/16, 49/9, 50/10 and 51/17, further measures of that
nature aimed at strengthening and extending the economic,
commercial and financial embargo against Cuba continue to be
promulgated and applied, and concerned also about the
adverse effects of such measures on the Cuban people and on
Cuban nationals living in other countries,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General' on
the implementation of resolution 51/17;

2. Reiterates its call on all States to refrain from
promulgating and applying laws and measures of the kind
referred to in the preamble to the present resolution in
conformity with their obligations under the Charter of the
United Nations and international law, which, inter alia,
reaffirm the freedom of trade and navigation;

3. Once again urges States that have and continue to
apply such laws and measures to take the necessary steps to

13 A/52/342 and Corr.1.

repeal or invalidate them as soon as possible in accordance
with their legal regime;

4. Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation with
the appropriate organs and agencies of the United Nations
system, to prepare a report on the implementation of the
present resolution in the light of the purposes and principles of
the Charter and international law and to submit it to the
General Assembly at its fifty-third session;

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "Necessity of ending the
economic, commercial and financial embargo imposed by the
United States of America against Cuba".

45th plenary meeting
5 November 1997
52/11. Report of the International Atomic Energy
Agency
The General Assembly,

Having received the report of the International Atomic
Energy Agency to the General Assembly for the year 1996,

Noting the statement of the Director General of the
International Atomic Energy Agency of 12 November 1997,'5
in which he provided additional information on the main
developments in the activities of the Agency during 1997,

Recognizing the importance of the work of the Agency in
promoting the further application of nuclear energy for
peaceful purposes as envisaged in the statute of the Agency
and in accordance with the inalienable right of States parties to
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons'® and
other relevant internationally legalily binding agreements that
have concluded relevant safeguards agreements with the
Agency to develop research, production and use of nuclear
energy for peaceful purposes without discrimination and in
conformity with articles I and II of the Treaty, with other
relevant articles and with the objectives and purposes of the
Treaty,

Conscious of the importance of the work of the Agency
in the implementation of the safeguards provisions of the
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and other
international treaties, conventions and agreements designed to
achieve similar objectives, as well as in ensuring, as far as it is
able, that the assistance provided by the Agency or at its
request or under its supervision or control is not used in such
a way as to further any military purpose, as stated in article II
of its statute,

* International Atomic Energy Agency, The Annual Report for 1996
(Austria, July 1997) (GC(41)/8); transmitted to the members of the
General Assembly by a note by the Secretary-General (A/52/285).
' See Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-second
Session, Plenary Meetings, 49th meeting (A/32/PV.49), and
corrigendum.

' United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 729, No. 10485.
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Reaffirming that the Agency is the competent authority
responsible for verifying and assuring, in accordance with the
statute and the safeguards system of the Agency, compliance
with its safeguards agreements with States parties undertaken
in fulfilment of their obligations under article III, paragraph 1,
of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons,
with a view to preventing diversion of nuclear energy from
peaceful uses to nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive
devices, and also reaffirming that nothing should be done to
undermine the authority of the Agency in this regard and that
States parties that have concerns regarding non-compliance
with the safeguards agreement of the Treaty by the States
parties should direct such concerns, along with supporting
evidence and information, to the Agency to consider,
investigate, draw conclusions and decide on necessary actions
in accordance with its mandate,

Stressing the need for the highest standards of safety in
the design and operation of nuclear installations and in
peaceful nuclear activities so as to minimize risks to life,
health and the environment,

Considering that an expansion of technical cooperation
activities relating to the peaceful uses of nuclear energy will
contribute to the well-being of the peoples of the world,
recognizing the special needs of the developing countries for
technical assistance from the Agency and the importance of
funding in order to benefit effectively from the transfer and
application of nuclear technology for peaceful purposes as well
as from the contribution of nuclear energy to their economic
development, and desiring that the resources of the Agency for
technical cooperation activities be assured, predictable and
sufficient to meet the objectives mandated in article II of its
statute,

Recognizing the importance of the work of the Agency
on nuclear energy, applications of nuclear methods and
techniques, nuclear safety, radiological protection and
radioactive waste management, including its work directed
towards assisting developing countries in all these fields,

Taking note of the report of the Director General to the
General Conference of the International Atomic Energy
Agency'” on the implementation of Security Council
resolutions relating to Iraq, of his reports to the Security
Council of 8 April'™ and 6 October 1997 ** and of resolution
GC(41)/RES/23 of 3 October 1997 of the General
Conference,®

Taking note also of resotutions GOV/2711 of 21 March
1994 and GOV/2742 of 10 June 1994 of the Board of
Governors and GC(41)/RES/22 of 3 October 1997 of the
General Conference of the International Atomic Energy

17 GC(41)/20.

18 See Official Records of the Security Council, Fifty-second Year,
Supplement for April, May and June 1997, document 8/1997/297.
¥ Ibid., Supplement for October, November and December 1997,
document S/1997/779.

0 gee International Atomic Energy Agency, Resolutions and Other
Decisions of the General Conference, Forty-first Regular Session, 22
September-3 October 1997 (GC(41)/RES/DEC(1997)).

Agency in connection with the  implementation of the
Agreement between the Government of the Democratic
People's Republic of Korea and the International Atomic
Energy Agency for the application of safeguards in connection
with the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons,?' the statements by the President of the Security
Council of 31 March,? 30 May® and 4 November 1994** and
the authorization of the Board of Governors, on 11 November
1994, to the Director General, to carry out all the tasks
requested of the Agency in the statement by the President of
the Security Council of 4 November 1994,

Bearing in mind resolutions GC(41)/RES/10 on the
Convention on Nuclear Safety, GC(41)/RES/11 on the Joint
Convention on the Safety of Spent Fuel Management and on
the Safety of Radioactive Waste Management, GC(41)/RES/12
on safety of transport of radioactive materials, GC(41)/RES/13
on the strengthening of the Agency's technical cooperation
activities, GC(41)/RES/14 on the plan for producing potable
water economically, GC(41)/RES/15 on the extensive use of
isotope hydrology for water resources management,
GC(41)/RES/16 on strengthening the effectiveness and
improving the efficiency of the safeguards system and
application of the Model Protocol, GC(41)/RES/18 on the
staffing of the Agency's secretariat, GC(41)/RES/20 on the
amendment of article VI of the statute concerning, inter alia,
the size and composition of the membership of the Board of
Governors, GC(41)/RES/21 on the international initiative for
the Chernobyl sarcophagus and GC(41)/RES/25 on the
application of Agency safeguards in the Middle East, adopted
on 3 October 1997 by the General Conference of the Agency
at its forty-first regular session,

Encouraging the efforts to be made by the forthcoming
International Pledging Conference on the Chernobyl
Sarcophagus to be held in New York, and noting with interest
the forthcoming Special International Meeting on Chernobyl
to be held in New York,

Noting the statement by the President of the forty-first
regular session of the General Conference of the Agency,
issued under item 26 concerning the application of
International Atomic Energy Agency Safeguards in the Middle
East, that:

"In the context of the agenda item on the application of
International Atomic Energy Agency Safeguards in the
Middle East, the General Conference requests the
Director General to invite experts from the Middle East
and other areas to a technical workshop on safeguards,
verification technologies and other related experience,
including experience in various regional contexts. It calls
on the Director General to commence with the
preparation, in consultation and coordination with the
parties concerned, with a view to developing an agenda

2 International Atomic Energy Agency, INFCIRC/403.

R pesolutions and Decisions of the Security Council, 1994, document
S/PRST/1994/13.

B [bid., document S/PRST/1994/28.

* Ibid., document S/PRST/1994/64.
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and modalities that would help ensure a successful
workshop. Future proposals on workshops in the
framework of the above-mentioned agenda item shall be
submitted by mutual consent”,

Noting also the statement by the President of the forty-
first regular session of the General Conference of the Agency,
issued under item 20 concerning the composition of regional
groups, that:

“The General Conference at its fortieth session took note
of the report of the Director General on the composition
of regional groups under the agenda item 'Amendment of
article VI of the statute', as contained in the attachment to
document GC(40)/11. It reiterated the principle of the
sovereign equality of all member States of the Agency,
as provided for in article IV.C of the statute. It affirmed
that this principle requires that each member State of the
Agency be within one of the areas listed in article VLA.1
of the statute. Recalling the draft resolution contained in
document GC(39)/COM.5/10 of 19 September 1995 and
resolution GC(39)/RES/22 of 22 September 1995, the
Conference requests that the Chairman of the Board of
Governors continue to consult with member States not
yet listed in a regional area, as well as with other member
States, including representatives of the regional areas,
and that he report for consideration of the forty-second
General Conference specific proposals to include each
member State within the appropriate area at the time of
the Conference in September 1998",

Bearing in mind resolution GC(41)/RES/17 of 3 October
1997 on measures against illicit trafficking in nuclear materials
and other radioactive sources, recognizing the importance of
measures against illicit trafficking of nuclear material, and, in
this regard, further recognizing the importance of the
programme for preventing and combating illicit trafficking in
nuclear material, agreed upon by the participants in the
Moscow Nuclear Safety and Security Summit of April 1996
and confirmed by the participants in the Denver Summit of
June 1997,

Also bearing in mind resolution GC(41)/RES/19 on
women in the secretariat, adopted on 3 October 1997, calling
on the Director General to further integrate the Platform for
Action adopted at the Fourth World Conference on Women?
into the relevant policies and programmes of the Agency,

Noting that the present Director General of the
International Atomic Energy Agency, Mr. Hans Blix, will
retire on 30 November 1997 with the title of "Director General
Emeritus of the Iniernational Atomic Energy Agency"
conferred on him by the General Conference of the Agency
and that the General Conference, in resolution GC(41)/RES/3,
approved the appointment of Mr. Mohamed ElBaradei as
Director General from 1 December 1997,

* Report of the Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing, 4-15
September 1995 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.96.1V.13),
chap. I, resolution 1, annex il

i. Takes note of the report of the International Atomic
Energy Agency;"

2. Affirms its confidence in the role of the Agency in the
application of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes;

3. Welcomes the measures and decisions taken by the
Agency to maintain and strengthen the effectiveness and cost
efficiency of the safeguards system in conformity with the
statute of the Agency, in particular, stressing the importance of
the Model Additional Protocol approved on 15 May 1997,
affirms that strengthening the effectiveness and improving the
efficiency of the safeguards system with a view to detecting
undeclared nuclear activities must be implemented rapidly and
universally by all concerned States and other parties in
compliance with their respective international commitments,
and requests all concerned States and other parties to
safeguards agreements to conclude the additional protocols
without delay;

4. Urges all States to strive for effective and
harmonious international cooperation in carrying out the work
of the Agency, pursuant to its statute, in promoting the use of
nuclear energy and the application of the necessary measures
to strengthen further the safety of nuclear installations and to
minimize risks to life, health and the environment, in
strengthening technical assistance and cooperation for
developing countries and in ensuring the effectiveness and
efficiency of the safeguards systems of the Agency;

5. Welcomes the measures and decisions taken by the
Agency to strengthen and fund its technical cooperation
activities, which should contribute to achieving sustainable
development in developing countries, and calls upon States to
cooperate in implementing the measures and decisions
pursuant thereto;

6. Commends the Director General and the secretariat of
the Agency for their continuing, impartial efforts to implement
the safeguards agreement still in force between the Agency
and the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, including their
efforts to monitor the freeze of specified facilities in the
Democratic People's Republic of Korea as requested by the
Security Council, expresses concern about the continuing non-
compliance of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea with
the safeguards agreement, and urges the Democratic People's
Republic of Korea to cooperate fully with the Agency in the
implementation of the safeguards agreement and to take all
steps the Agency may deem necessary to preserve all
information relevant to verifying the accuracy and
completeness of the initial report of the Democratic People's
Republic of Korea on the inventory of nuclear material subject
to safeguards until the Democratic People's Republic of Korea
comes into full compliance with its safeguards agreement;

7. Also commends the Director General of the Agency
and his staff for their strenuous efforts to implement Security
Council resolutions 687 (1991) of 3 April 1991, 707 (1991) of
15 August 1991, 715 (1991) of 11 October 1991 and 1051
{1996) of 27 March 1996, notes that progress continues to be
made in the review of Iraq's full, final and complete
declaration and that further progress has been made regarding
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the content and accuracy of Irag's six-monthly declarations
under the ongoing monitoring and verification plan, notes with
concern, however, that Iraq has still not provided the Agency's
Action Team with all the information that it has requested,
deplores Irag's obstruction of aircraft used by the Agency in
February 1997, calls upon Iraq to cooperate fully with the
Action Team in meeting its requests for information and in
achieving the complete implementation of the relevant
Security Counci! resolutions and the ongoing monitoring and
verification plan, stresses again Iraq's obligation to hand over
immediately to the Action Team any nuclear-weapon-related
equipment, material and information it may still possess and to
allow the Action Team immediate, unconditional and
unrestricted rights of access in accordance with Security
Council resolution 707 (1991), and stresses that the Action
Team will continue to exercise its right under all relevant
Security Council resolutions and as regards any further
relevant information that may come to light;

8. Welcomes the entry into force on 24 October 1996 of
the Convention on Nuclear Safety,” appeals to all States to
become parties to it so that it obtains the widest possible
adherence, and expresses its satisfaction that an organizational
meeting of the contracting parties will be held from 29
September to 2 October 1998 and that a first review meeting
will begin on 12 April 1999;

9. Also welcomes the measures taken by the Agency in
support of efforts to prevent illicit trafficking in nuclear
materials and other radioactive sources and, in this context,
calls upon other States to join the programme for preventing
and combating illicit trafficking in nuclear materials agreed
upon by the participants at the Moscow Nuclear Safety and
Security Summit of April 1996 and confirmed at the Denver
Summit in June 1997,

10. Welcomes the adoption of the Joint Convention on
the Safety of Spent Fuel Management and on the Safety of
Radioactive Waste Management in Vienna on 5 September
1997, and appeals to all States to become parties to the
Convention so that it may enter into force as soon as possible;

11. Also welcomes the adoption on 12 September 1997
of the Protocol to Amend the Vienna Convention on Civil
Liability for Nuclear Damage and the Convention on
Supplementary Compensation for Nuclear Damage, and
appeals to all States in a position to do so to become parties to
the Protocol and to the Convention so that those instruments
may enter into force as soon as possible;

12. Expresses its appreciation for the sixteen years of
distinguished service by Mr. Hans Blix as Director General of
the Agency, and extends its best wishes to Mr. Mohamed
E!Baradei, the incoming Director General of the Agency;

13.  Regquests the Secretary-General to transmit to the
Director General of the Agency the records of the fifty-second
session of the General Assembly relating to the activities of the
Agency.

49th plenary meetin
12 November 199

2 International Atomic Energy Agency, INFCIRC/449.

52/12. Renewing the United Nations: a programme for

reform
A
The General Assembly,

Affirming its determination to strengthen the role,
capacity, effectiveness and efficiency of the United Nations
and thus improve its performance in order to realize the full
potential of the Organization, in accordance with the purposes
and principles of the Charter of the United Nations, and to
respond more effectively to the needs and aspirations of the
Member States,

Welcoming the report of the Secretary-General of 14 July
1997 entitled "Renewing the United Nations: a programme for
reform",”’

Having considered the actions described in the report of
the Secretary-General entitled "Renewing the United Nations:
a programme for reform" and the addenda thereto,? with the
clarifications to that report,?® as well as the statement by the
Secretary-General in the open-ended informal consultations of
the plenary on 4 November 1997,

Bearing in mind the rules of procedure of the General
Assembly and the Financial Regulations and Rules of the
Organization,

1. Commends the efforts and initiatives of the Secretary-
General aimed at reforming the United Nations;

2. Calls upon the Secretary-General, while
implementing the actions described in his report, to take full
account of the views and comments expressed by Member
States and groups of Member States, including those
transmitted in their communications;’'

3. Stresses that the actions will be implemented with full
respect for the relevant mandates, decisions and resolutions of
the General Assembly, including in particular the medium-
term plan for the period 1998-2001;*

4, Notes that the report of the Secretary-General of 11
September 1997°* will be considered in the context of the
examination of the proposed programme budget for the
biennium 1998-1999;*

2 A/51/950.

# A/51/950 and Add.1-6.

2 A/52/584.

30 A/52/585.

31 A/52/661, A/52/662, A/52/663 and A/52/664.

2 Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifiy-first Session,
Supplement No. 6 and corrigendum (A/51/6/Rev.1 and Corr.1).

3 A/52/303.

% Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-second Session,
Supplement No. 6 (A/52/6/Rev.1), vols. I and I1.
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5. Affirms that programmatic implications of relevant
actions will be considered in conjunction with related
recommendations; .l

6. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a report on
the implementation of the actions described in his report
entitled "Renewing the United Nations: a programme for
reform"” to the General Assembly at its fifty-third session;

7. Decides to continue its consideration of the report of
the Secretary-General entitled "Renewing the United Nations:
a programme for reform".

49th plenary meeting
12 November 1997

B
The General Assembly,

Having considered further the report of the Secretary-
General on renewing the United Nations: a programme for
reform,* and the recommendations contained therein,

Recalling its resolution 52/12 A of 12 November 1997,

Recalling also its resolutions 50/227 of 24 May 1996,
51/240 of 20 June 1997 and 51/241 of 31 July 1997, as well as
all other relevant resolutions and decisions, which contain
legislative mandates and programme guidance, and, in
particular, the medium-term plan for the period 1998-2001,

Reaffirming that financial implications of any reform
measure or proposal on which the General Assembly is to take
action should be considered in accordance with rule 153 of the
rules of procedure of the General Assembly,

A. Deputy Secretary-General

1. Decides to establish the post of Deputy Secretary-
General as an integral part of the Office of the Secretary-
General, as set out in addendum 1 to the report of the
Secretary-General’®* and in the statement made by the
Secretary-General on 4 November 1997 to the open-ended
informal consultations of the plenary on United Nations
reform: measures and proposals,®” without prejudice to the
mandate of the Secretary-General as provided by the Charter
of the United Nations and, in accordance with the existing
system of decision-making, with responsibilities delegated by
the Secretary-General, including the following:

(a) To assist the Secretary-General in managing the
operations of the Secretariat;

(b) To act for the Secretary-General at United Nations
Headquarters in the absence of the Secretary-General and in
other cases as may be decided by the Secretary-General;

{c) To support the Secretary-General in ensuring
intersectoral and inter-institutional coherence of activities and

3% A/51/950 and Add.1-7.
3 A/51/950/Add.1.
3 See A/52/585

programmes and to support the Secretary-General in elevating
the profile and leadership of the United Nations in the
economic and social spheres, including further efforts to
strengthen the United Nations as a leading centre for
development policy and development assistance;

(d) To represent the Secretary-General at conferences,
official functions and ceremonial and other occasions as may
be decided by the Secretary-General;

() To undertake such assignments as may be determined
by the Secretary-General;

2. Notes that the Secretary-General will appoint the
Deputy Secretary-General following consultations with
Member States and in accordance with Article 101 of the
Charter of the United Nations and that the term of office of the
Deputy Secretary-General will not exceed that of the
Secretary-General;

B. New approaches to policy formulation

3. Welcomes the recommendations of the Secretary-
General aimed at the rationalization, streamlining and
enhancement of the work of the General Assembly, taking into
account the measures already undertaken towards this end in
order to further strengthen the Assembly as the organ of the
United Nations that most fully embodies the universal and
democratic character of the Organization;

4. Decides, in this context, to continue during its fifty-
second session its in-depth consideration of those
recommendations under the item entitled "Revitalization of the
work of the General Assembly", taking into account the report
to be submitted by the Secretary-General in accordance with
resolution 51/241;

C. Peace, security and disarmament

5. Invites Member States to improve the supply of
information to the Secretary-General that could assist the
Organization to prevent conflict and maintain international
peace and security in full accordance with the provisions of the
Charter of the United Nations;

6. Stresses that enhancing the rapid deployment capacity
of the United Nations in peacekeeping operations can play a
valuable role in the effectiveness of its response to a conflict,
and, in this context, requests the appropriate organs to
consider, as a matter of priority, specific measures to that
effect, in accordance with General Assembly resolution 52/69
of 10 December 1997 and taking into account the proposals to
be submitted by the Secretary-General and the views of
Member States;

7. Endorses the recommendation that the Security
Council, in establishing a peacekeeping operation in the future,
should prescribe a time-frame for the conclusion of the status-
of-forces agreement between the United Nations and the host
Government for the operation in question and that, pending the
conclusion of such an agreement, a model status-of-forces
agreement would apply provisionally unless otherwise agreed
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by the parties concerned, and invites the Security Council to
consider the matter;

8. Decides that the Disarmament Commission and the
First Committee of the General Assembly should undertake a
review of their work, to be concluded before the end of the
fifty-second session, with a view to its revitalization,
rationalization and streamlining, taking into account
discussions that have already taken place on this issue;

D. Economic and social affairs

9. Invites the Economic and Social Council to consider,
at its organizational and substantive sessions in 1998, as part
of the review of the mandates, composition, functions and
working methods of its functional commissions and expert
groups and bodies, as mandated by the General Assembly in its
resolution 50/227, the recommendations of the Secretary-
General relating to the reform of its subsidiary bodies,
including a time-frame for implementation of its decisions
thereon, as well as his recommendations relating to the
organization and methods of work of the Council, and to report
thereon to the Assembly as early as possible during its fifty-
second session;

10. Jnvites the Economic and Social Council, in
consultation with Member States and appropriate
intergovernmental regional bodies, to conduct a general review
of the regional commissions at its substantive session of 1998,
bearing in mind the relevant provisions of resolution 50/227
and the individual reviews each commission has already
carried out, in order to consider the competencies of the
regional commissions, taking into account the competencies of
global bodies and other regional and subregional
intergovernmental bodies, and to submit a report thereon to the
General Assembly before the end of its fifty-second session;

11. Endorses the recommendation of the Secretary-
General to discontinue the High-level Advisory Board on
Sustainable Development;

E. Development cooperation

12. Accepts that management of funds and programmes
would be enhanced by greater integration of intergovernmental
oversight, and requests the Economic and Social Council, in
the context of the next triennial policy review of the United
Nations, during its operational activities segment of 1998, to
consider arrangements for closer integration of the governance
oversight of the United Nations Development Programme and
the United Nations Population Fund and of the United Nations
Children's Fund, with consecutive and/or joint meetings of the
existing Executive Boards, bearing in mind the respective
mandates of the Executive Boards of the funds and
programmes;

13. Takes note, in this context, of the decision already
taken by the Executive Board of the United Nations
Development Programme and the United Nations Population
Fund and by the Executive Board of the United Nations
Children's Fund to organize a joint meeting in January 1998;

14, Recognizes the urgent need for resources for
development on a predictable, continuous and assured basis,

taking fully into account the principle of neutrality, and
requests the Secretary-General to submit, by the end of March
1998, for consideration by the General Assembly, specific
proposals for the establishment of a new system of core
resources, taking into account the views expressed by Member
States;

F. Humanitarian affairs

15. Decides to designate the Emergency Relief
Coordinator as the United Nations Humanitarian Assistance
Coordinator, who will, inter alia, retain responsibility for
coordination of natural disaster relief;

16. Decides also to transfer to the United Nations
Development Programme the responsibilities of the
Emergency Relief Coordinator for operational activities for
natural disaster mitigation, prevention and preparedness, with
the understanding that the resources for this task will be
separate and additional to the resources of the United Nations
Development Programme for development activities and that
they will be provided by a grant from the regular budget of the
United Nations for the biennium 1998-1999;

17. Requests the Secretary-General to submit, before
the end of the fifty-second session of the General Assembly, a
report on the method of financing of natural disaster
mitigation, prevention and preparedness activities beyond the
biennium 1998-1999;

18. Decides to establish a humanitarian affairs segment
of the Economic and Social Council, with effect from 1998,
and, in this connection, requests the Council to consider
expeditiously the related practical arrangements and make an
early recommendation to the General Assembly, without
prejudice to the work of the other segments of the Council;

G. Financing the Organization

19. Reaffirms the obligation of all Member States, in
accordance with the Charter, to pay their assessed
contributions in full, on time and without conditions;

20. Takes note of the recommendation of the Secretary-
General that a revolving credit fund be established through
voluntary contributions or any other means of financing that
Member States may wish to suggest, and requests the
Secretary-General, taking into account the views expressed by
Member States, to submit by the end of March 1998 detailed
proposals to the General Assembly, through the competent
bodies, for the proposed establishment of such a fund,
including its financing, management and operation, while
emphasizing that the priority lies in the compliance by all
Member States with their financial obligations to the United
Nations;

21. Takes notes also of the recommendation of the
Secretary-General that, in future, any unspent balances under
the regular budget at the end of the fiscal period be retained,
and invites the competent bodies to consider the implications
of such retention, as well as the appropriate use of such
balances, including possible allocation to development
programmes, on the basis of a report to be submitted by the
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Secretary-General to the General Assembly, before the end of
its fifty-second session; .

H. Management

22. Decides to examine the recommendation of the
Secretary-General on initiating a review of the International
Civil Service Commission, and, on the basis of information to
be provided by the Secretary-General, requests the competent
intergovernmental bodies to consider the modalities for such
a review and to report to the General Assembly before the end
of its fifty-second session;

23. Notes that the Secretary-General has submitted the
draft Code of Conduct for United Nations Staff *® to the
General Assembly, and agrees to expedite its consideration;

24. Decides to establish, in the programme budget for
the biennium 1998-1999, a development account to be funded
from savings from possible reductions in administration and
other overhead costs, without affecting full implementation of
mandated programmes and activities, and requests the
Secretary-General to submit a detailed report by the end of
March 1998 identifying the sustainability of this initiative, as
well as the modalities of implementation, the specific purposes
and associated performance criteria for the use of such
Tesources;

25. Takes note of the recommendation of the Secretary-
General to shift United Nations programme budgeting towards
a system of results-based budgeting, and requests him to
submit, through the competent bodies, a more detailed report
that will include 2 full explanation for the proposed change,
and the methodology to be used, as weil as a mock-up of one
or more sections of the budget for consideration before the end
of the fifty-second session of the General Assembly;

1. Longer-term changes

26. Recognizes that reform of the United Nations will
be an ongoing process and that there is a need for the United
Nations to consider changes of a more fundamental nature and
other broader issues, and invites the Secretary-General to
elaborate further his proposals, taking into account the views
of Governments, and to present them to the General Assembly
by the end of March 1998 on:

{a) A new concept of trusteeship;
(&) A Millennium Assembly;
{¢) A Millennium Forum;

() The United Nations system (a Special Commission at
the ministerial level to examine the need for possible
amendments to the Charter of the United Nations and the
treaties from which the specialized agencies derive their
mandates);

(e) Provisions whereby initiatives that involve new
mandates and institutional machinery would be subject to

3 A/52/488.

specific time limits that would require explicit review and
renewal by the General Assembly (sunset provisions);

27. Looks forward to the convening of the United
Nations Conference of Plenipotentiaries to finalize and adopt
a convention to establish an international criminal court as a
step that would strengthen significantly the rule of law in the
century ahead;

28.  Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "United Nations reform:
measures and proposals".

78th plenary meetin
19 December 199

52/13. Culture of peace
The General Assembly,

Recalling the preamble to the Charter of the United
Nations and the purposes and principles of the United Nations,
and recalling also that the creation of the United Nations
system itself, based upon universally shared values and goals,
has been a major act towards transformation from a culture of
war and violence to a culture of peace and non-violence,

Aware that the task of the United Nations to save future
generations from the scourge of war requires transformation
towards a culture of peace, which consists of values, attitudes
and behaviours that reflect and inspire social interaction and
sharing based on the principles of freedom, justice and
democracy, all human rights, tolerance and solidarity, that
reject violence and endeavour to prevent conflicts by tackling
their root causes to solve problems through dialogue and
negotiation and that guarantee the full exercise of all rights and
the means to participate fully in the development process of
their society,

Recalling its resolutions 50/173 of 22 December 1995
and 51/101 of 12 December 1996 on a culture of peace and
51/104 of 12 December 1996 on the United Nations Decade
for Human Rights Education and public information activities
in the field of human rights,

Noting that the report of the Director-General of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization on educational activities under the project
entitied "Towards a culture of peace” with elements for a draft
provisional declaration and programme of action on a culture
of peace,” indicates that the transition from the culture of war
to a culture of peace has been taken up as a priority by the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization and is also being promoted at many levels by the
United Nations system as it enters the twenty-first century,

1. Takes note of the report of the Director-General of
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization,” as transmitted by the Secretary-General and
submitted in accordance with General Assembly resolution
51/101, which is set within the framework of United Nations

¥ A/52/292, annex.
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actions for peace-building, including the United Nations
Decade for Human Rights Education, 1995-2004, and the
United Nations Year for Tolerance, as well as the programmes
of action of recent United Nations world conferences;

2. Calls for the promotion of a culture of peace based on
the principles established in the Charter of the United Nations
and on respect for human rights, democracy and tolerance, the
promotion of development, education for peace, the free flow
of information and the wider participation of women as an
integral approach to preventing violence and conflicts, and
efforts aimed at the creation of conditions for peace and its
consolidation;

3. Notes that the report includes:

(a) Elements for a draft United Nations declaration on a
culture of peace, including the historical basis, the meaning
and significance of a culture of peace and the major fields and
main actors for its promotion;

(b) Elements for a programme of action, including the
relevant aims as well as the strategies and actions needed to
implement each of those aims;

(¢) A presentation of the progress of projects within the
framework of the transdisciplinary project entitled "Towards
a culture of peace”;

4. Requests the Secretary-General, in coordination with
the Director-General of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization and taking into account
the debate in the General Assembly, the specific suggestions
of Member States and the comments, if any, of member States
in the General Conference of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization at its twenty-ninth
session, to submit a consolidated report containing a draft
declaration and programme of action on a culture of peace to
the General Assembly at its fifty-third session,

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session an item entitled "Culture of peace”.

50th plenary meeting
20 November 1997

52/14. Zone of peace and cooperation of the South
Atlantic

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 41/11 of 27 October 1986, in
which it solemnly declared the Atlantic Ocean, in the region
between Africa and South America, the "Zone of peace and
cooperation of the South Atlantic”,

Recalling also its subsequent resolutions on the matter,
including resolution 45/36 of 27 November 1990, in which it
reaffirmed the determination of the States of the zone to
enhance and accelerate their cooperation in the political,
economic, scientific, cultural and other spheres,

Reaffirming that the questions of peace and security and
those of development are interrelated and inseparable and that

cooperation for peace and development among States of the
region will promote the objectives of the zone of peace and
cooperation of the South Atlantic,

Aware of the importance that the States of the zone attach
to the environment of the region, and recognizing the threat
that pollution from any source poses to the marine and coastal
environment, its ecological balance and its resources,

1. Reaffirms the importance of the purposes and
objectives of the zone of peace and cooperation of the South
Atlantic as a basis for the promotion of cooperation among the
countries of the region;

2. Calls upon all States to cooperate in the promotion of
the objectives established in the declaration of the zone of
peace and cooperation of the South Atlantic and to refrain
from any action inconsistent with those objectives and with the
Charter of the United Nations and relevant resolutions of the
Organization, particularly action which may create or
aggravate situations of tension and potential conflict in the
region;

3. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General,*
submitted in accordance with its resolution 51/19 of 14
November 1996;

4. Recalls the agreement reached at the third meeting of
the States members of the zone, held at Brasilia in 1994, to
encourage democracy and political pluralism and, in
accordance with the Vienna Declaration and Programme of
Action adopted by the World Conference on Human Rights on
25 June 1993,* to promote and defend all human rights and
fundamenta! freedoms and to cooperate towards the
achievement of those goals;

S. Welcomes with satisfaction the holding of the fourth
meeting of the States members of the zone at Somerset West,
South Africa, on 1 and 2 April 1996, and takes note of the
Final Declaration, the decision on drug trafficking, the
decision on the protection of the marine environment and the
decision on illegal fishing activities in the zone, adopted at the
meeting;

6. Welcomes the progress towards the full entry into
force of the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in
Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco),” and
the conclusion of the African Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone
Treaty (Treaty of Pelindaba);*

7. Also welcomes the efforts of the Government of
Angola to implement the Lusaka Protocol,* expresses its deep
concern at the delay in fully implementing the "Acordos de

40 A/52/462.

41 A/CONF.157/24 (Part I), chap. III,

# United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 634, No. 9068.

43 See A/50/426.

* See Official Records of the Security Council, Forty-ninth Year,

Supplement for October, November and December 1994, document
8/1994/1441.




18 L Resolutions adopted without reference to a Main Committee

Paz"* and the Lusaka Protocol, and calls upon the Uniso
Nacional para a Independéncia Total de Angola to fulfil
immediately the tasks enumerated in the relevant Security
Council resolutions, in particular resolutions 1118 (1997) of 30
June 1997, 1127 (1997) of 28 August 1997 and 1135 (1997)
of 29 October 1997;

8. Reaffirms its willingness to contribute by all means at
its disposal to an effective and lasting peace in Angola;

9. Urges the international community and ail relevant
international and private organizations to fulfil expeditiously
their pledges to provide assistance to facilitate the
demobilization and social reintegration of ex-combatants, the
demining process, the resettlement of displaced persons and
the reconstruction of the Angolan economy in order to
consolidate the gains in the peace process;

10. Welcomes with satisfaction the return of peace to
Liberia following the successful conduct of the July elections
and the installation of the democratically elected Government
in that country, and in that regard expresses its appreciation to
the Economic Community of West African States, its
Monitoring Group, the United Nations and other members of
the international community for their efforts in the peaceful
resolution of the Liberian conflict, and calls upon them to
support efforts to consolidate peace in Liberia, including a
viable framework for the mobilization of resources for
reconstruction and development;

11. Welcomes the steps taken by the newly elected
Government of Liberia towards the implementation of
programmes to achieve genuine reconciliation and national
unity and the formation of a broad-based government, and its
commitment to promoting the protection of human rights and
respect for the rule of law;

12. Commends the efforts of Member States and
humanitarian organizations in rendering humanitarian
assistance to Angola and Liberia, and urges them to continue
to provide and to increase such assistance;

13.  Expresses concern at the situation in Sierra Leone,
condemns the coup d'état against the democratically elected
Government by the military on 25 May 1997, and calls upon
the military junta in Sierra Leone to fulfil its obligations under
the peace plan agreed to at Conakry on 23 October 1997;%

14, Commends the initiatives of the FEconomic
Community of West African States and of the Security Council
in trying to resolve the situation, and calls on the international
community to lend its support to those initiatives by faithfully
implementing the various measures adopted in order to
accelerate the return to peace and stability in Sierra Leane;

15. Affirms the importance of the South Atlantic to
global maritime and commercial transactions and its

* 1bid., Forty-sixth Year, Supplement for April, May and June 1991 ,
document $/22609.

*¢ Ibid., Fifty-second Year, Supplement for October, November and
December 1997, document S/1997/824, annex II.

determination to preserve the region for all peaceful purposes
and activities protected by international law, in particular the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea;*’

16.  Welcomes the offer by Argentina to host the fifth
meeting of the States members of the zone in 1998;

17. Requests the relevant organizations, organs and
bodies of the United Nations system to render all appropriate
assistance that States of the zone may seek in their joint efforts
to implement the declaration of the zone of peace and
cooperation of the South Atlantic;

18. Requests the Secretary-General to keep the
implementation of resolution 41/11 and subsequent resolutions
on the matter under review and to submit a report to the
General Assembly at its fifty-third session, taking into account,
inter alia, the views expressed by Member States;

19.  Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "Zone of peace and
cooperation of the South Atlantic”.

30th plenary meetin
20 November 199

52/15. Proclamation of the year 2000 as the International
Year for the Cuiture of Peace

The General Assembly,

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolution
1997/47 of 22 July 1997,

Proclaims the year 2000 as the International Year for the
Culture of Peace.

50th plenary meetin
20 November 199
52/16. International Year of Thanksgiving, 2000
The General Assembly,

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolution
1997/46 of 22 July 1997,

Proclaims the year 2000 as the International Year of
Thanksgiving.

J0th plenary meetin
20 November 199
52/17. International Year of Volunteers, 2001
The General Assembly,

Welcoming the recommendation of the Economic and
Social Council contained in its resolution 1997/44 of 22 July
1997,

Y Official Records of the Third United Nations Conference on the
Law of the Sea, vol. XVII (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.84.V.3), document A/CONF.62/122.
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Decides to take the action called for in that resolution,
inter alia, proclaiming the year 2001 as the International Year
of Volunteers.

50th plenary meeting
20 November 1997

52/18. Support by the United Nations system of the
efforts of Governments to promote and
consolidate new or restored democracies

The General Assembly,

Bearing in mind the indissoluble links between the
principles enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights*® and the foundations of any democratic society,

Recalling the Manila Declaration* adopted by the First
International Conference of New or Restored Democracies® in
June 1988,

Considering the major changes taking place on the
international scene and the aspirations of all peoples for an
international order based on the principles enshrined in the
Charter of the United Nations, including the promotion and
encouragement of respect for human rights and fundamental
freedoms for all and other important principles, such as respect
for the equal rights and self-determination of peoples, peace,
democracy, justice, equality, the rule of law, pluralism,
development, better standards of living and solidarity,

Recalling its resolution 49/30 of 7 December 1994 in
which it recognized the importance of the Managua
Declaration®! and Plan of Action® adopted by the Second
International Conference of New or Restored Democracies in
July 1994, as well as its resolutions 50/133 of 20 December
1995 and 51/31 of 6 December 1996,

Taking note of the Universal Declaration on Democracy,
adopted by the Inter-Parliamentary Council at its session held
at Cairo on 16 September 1997,

Also taking note of the International Conference on
Governance for Sustainable Growth and Equity, held in New
York from 28 to 30 June 1997,

Noting with satisfaction the holding of the Third
International Conference of New or Restored Democracies on
Democracy and Development at Bucharest from 2 to 4
September 1997, and the adoption of the document entitled
"Progress Review and Recommendations™* in which the
progress towards democratization and consolidation of
democratic institutions was assessed and guidelines, principles

48 Resolution 217 A (111).
# A/43/538, annex.

50 Then called the Internationa! Conference of Newly Restored
Democracies.

51 A/49/713, annex L.

%2 Ibid., annex IL

3 A/52/437, annex IV,

4 A/52/334, annex, appendix.

and recommendations were addressed to Governments, civil
society, the private sector, donor countries and the
infernational community,

Noting in particular the recommendations addressed to
the United Nations system and the international financial
organizations, contained in that document,

Welcoming the inclusion of a Civil Society Forum in the
proceedings of the Bucharest Conference,

Noting the efforts of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization to encourage education
for democracy,

Taking note of the views of Member States expressed in
the debate on this question at its forty-ninth, fiftieth, fifty-first
and fifty-second sessions,

Bearing in mind that the activities of the United Nations
carried out in support of the efforts of Governments to promote
and consolidate democracy are undertaken in accordance with
the Charter of the United Nations and only at the specific
request of the Member States concerned,

Also bearing in mind that democracy, development and
respect for all human rights and fundamental freedoms are
interdependent and mutually reinforcing and that democracy
is based on the freely expressed will of the people to determine
their own political, economic, social and cultural systems and
on their full participation in all aspects of their lives,

Noting that a considerable number of societies have
recently undertaken significant efforts to achieve their social,
political and economic goals through democratization and the
reform of their economies, pursuits that are deserving of the
support and recognition of the international community,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General®
and its special focus on policies and principles and on the
recent events shaping the emerging framework for
intergovernmental action in the field of democratization,

1. Welcomes the report of the Secretary-General;*

2. Expresses its appreciation for the observations and
recommendations contained in the report with respect to
electoral assistance, strengthening civil society, coordinating
United Nations activities in democratization and governance
and promoting democracy for the twenty-first century;

3. Takes note of the proposal of the Secretary-General
that future conferences on democracy be open to all States
Members of the United Nations that wish to participate;

4, Welcomes the decision of the Third International
Conference of New or Restored Democracies to hold the next
conference in an African country;

5% Ibid., sect. IV.
% A/S2/513,
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5. Also welcomes the offer of the Government of Benin
to host at Cotonou the Fourth International Conference of New
or Restored Democracies;

6. Commends the Secretary-General, and through him
the United Nations system, for the activities undertaken at the
request of Governments to support the efforts to consolidate
democracy;

7. Recognizes that the Organization has an important
role to play in providing timely, appropriate and coherent
support to the efforts of Governments to achieve
democratization within the context of their development
efforts;

8. Stresses that activities undertaken by the Organization
must be in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations;

9. Encourages the Secretary-General to continue to
improve the capacity of the Organization to respond
effectively to the requests of Member States through coherent,
adequate support of their efforts to achieve the goals of good
governance and democratization;

10. Encourages Member States to promote
democratization and to make additional efforts to identify
possible steps to support the efforts of Governments to
promote and consolidate new or restored democracies;

11.  Invites the Secretary-General, Member States, the
relevant specialized agencies and bodies of the United Nations
system, as well as other intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations, to contribute actively to the
foHow-up process of the Third Intemnational Conference of
New or Restored Democracies on Democracy and
Development;

12.  Requests the Secretary-General to submit a report
to the General Assembly at its fifty-third session on the
implementation of the present resolution, including innovative
ways and means to enable the Organization to respond
effectively and in an integrated manner to requests of Member
States for assistance in the field of good governance and
democratization;

13. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "Support by the United
Nations system of the efforts of Governments to promote and
consolidate new or restored democracies”.

Jist plenary meetin
21 November 199

52/19. Cooperation between the United Nations and the
Economic Cooperation Organization

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 48/2 of 13 October 1993, by
which it granted observer status to the Economic Cooperation
Organization,

Recalling also that the Charter of the United Nations
provides for the existence of regional arrangements or agencies

for dealing with such matters as maintenance of international
peace and security as are appropriate for regional action,
provided that their activities are consistent with the purposes
and principles of the United Nations,

Recalling further its resolution 51/21 of 27 November
199¢, in which it urged the specialized agencies and other
organizations and programmes of the United Nations system
to initiate, maintain and increase consultation and programmes
with the Economic Cooperation Organization and its
associated institutions in the attainment of their objectives,

Bearing in mind that the Treaty of Izmir, signed at [zmir,
Turkey, on 12 March 1977, later revised at Ashgabat on 11
May 1996 and signed at Izmir on 14 September 1996, created
a permanent body for intraregional cooperation, consultation
and coordination in order to enhance economic, social and
cultural development, and bearing in mind also the measures
being taken by the Economic Cooperation Organization aimed
at the reorganization and restructuring of the organization,

Convinced that the maintenance and further stengthening
of the cooperation between the United Nations system and the
Economic Cooperation Organization promote the
implementation of the goals and principles of those
organizations,

1. Takes note of the decision of the heads of State and
Government of the States members of the Economic
Cooperation Organization welcoming the adoption of Genera}
Assembly resolution 51/21 on cooperation between the two
organizations and endorsing the cooperative arrangements
entered into by the Economic Cooperation Organization with
various entities of the United Nations system for joint efforts
towards the implementation of the economic projects and
programmes of the Economic Cooperation Organization;

2. Notes with appreciation the report of the Secretary-
General on the implementation of resolution 51/21,5 and
invites the Secretary-General of the United Nations to continue
his efforts, in consultation with the Secretary-General of the
Economic Cooperation Organization, to promote and expand
cooperation and coordination between the two secretariats in
order to increase the capacity of the two organizations to attain
their common objectives;

3. Notes with satisfaction the emphasis placed in the
Ashgabat Declaration, issued by the Extraordinary Summit
Meeting of the Heads of State and Government of the States
members of the Economic Cooperation Organization, held at
Ashgabat on 13 and 14 May 1997, on the meaningful
development of economic cooperation in priority areas of
transport and communications and energy with a view to
facilitating the access of the landlocked States members of the
Economic Cooperation Organization to world markets;

4. Welcomes the continuation of efforts towards further
consolidation of interregional consultations and exchange of
views on issues of common concern through such useful

5T A/52/313.
8 A/52/332, annex.
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forums as the annual meeting of the executive heads of Asia's
subregional organizations and the Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific, which held its third
meeting at Tehran in May 1997;

5. Urges the specialized agencies and other
organizations and programmes of the United Nations system
to continue and increase consultation and cooperation with the
Economic Cooperation Organization and its associated
institutions in the attainment of their objectives;

6. Invites the relevant international financial institutions
to give appropriate consideration to regional development
plans, including projects and programmes of the Economic
Cooperation Organization, in order to extend their assistance
in the implementation of these programmes and, in particular,
to the establishment of a comprehensive transport and
communications infrastructure in the region of the Economic
Cooperation Organization that would provide the landlocked
countries with greater mobility to promote interregional trade
and to establish mutually beneficial economic and commercial
interaction with other regions;

7. Invites the Economic and Social Commission for
Asia and the Pacific, as the regional arm of the United Nations,
to assume a more active role in promoting cooperation with the
Economic Cooperation Organization, and reiterates in this
regard its request made in paragraph 5 of resolution 51/21 in
the context of the report to be submitted by the Executive
Secretary of the Commission to the Commission at its fifty-
fourth session, in 1998;

8.  Takes note with satisfaction of the fact that it is
proposed to introduce the Advance Cargo Information System
and the Automated System for Customs Data of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development, which are
compatible with other systems, in the States members of the
Economic Cooperation Organization, with the technical
assistance of, inter alia, the Conference;

9. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly at its fifty-third session a report on the
implementation of the present resolution;

10. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "Cooperation between the
United Nations and the Economic Cooperation Organization".

51st plenary meeting
2] November 1997

52/20. Cooperation between the United Nations and the
Organization of African Unity
The General Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on
cooperation between the United Nations and the Organization
of African Unity,”

¥ A/52/374.

Recalling the provisions of Chapter VIII of the Charter
of the United Nations on regional arrangements or agencies,
which set forth the basic principles governing their activities
and establishing the legal framework for cooperation with the
United Nations in the area of the maintenance of international
peace and security, as well as resolution 49/57 of 9 December
1994, the annex to which contains the Declaration on the
Enhancement of Cooperation between the United Nations and
Regional Arrangements or Agencies in the Maintenance of
International Peace and Security,

Recalling also the agreement of 15 November 1965 on
cooperation between the United Nations and the Organization
of African Unity as updated and signed on 9 October 1990 by
the Secretaries-General of the two organizations,

Recalling further its resolutions on the enhancement of
cooperation between the United Nations and the Organization
of African Unity, in particular resolutions 43/12 of 25 October
1988, 43/27 of 18 November 1988, 44/17 of 1 November
1989, 45/13 of 7 November 1990, 46/20 of 26 November
1991, 47/148 of 18 December 1992, 48/25 of 29 November
1993, 49/64 of 15 December 1994, 50/158 of 21 December
1995 and 51/151 of 13 December 1996,

Recalling that, in its resolutions 46/20, 47/148 and 48/25,
it, inter alia, urged the Secretary-General and the relevant
agencies of the United Nations system to extend their support
for the establishment of the African Economic Community,

Recalling also its resolution 48/214 of 23 December 1993
on the implementation of the United Nations New Agenda for
the Development of Africa in the 1990s,

Taking note of the resolutions, decisions and declarations
adopted by the Council of Ministers of the Organization of
African Unity at its sixty-sixth ordinary session, held at Harare
from 28 to 31 May 1997,% and by the Assembly of Heads of
State and Government of the Organization of African Unity at
its thirty-third ordinary session, held at Harare from 2 to 4 June
19979

Noting the holding of the ministerial meeting of the
Security Council on the situation in Africa on 25 September
1997 and the acceptance of the symbiotic relationship between
peace and development,

Considering the important statement made by the
Chairman of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government
of the Organization of African Unity before the General
Assembly on 24 September 1997,%

Considering also the important statements made by the
Chairman of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government
and the Secretary-General of the Organization of African

0 A/52/465, annex [
s! Ibid., annex {I.

§2 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-second
Session, Plenary Meetings, 9th meeting {A/52/PV.9), and
corrigendum.
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Unity before the ministerial meeting of the Security Council on
25 September 19975 T

Mindful of the need for continued and closer cooperation
between the United Nations and its specialized agencies and
the Organization of African Unity, in particular in the political,
economic, social, technical, cultural and administrative fields,

Noting that the Mechanism for Conflict Prevention,
Management and Resolution of the Organization of African
Unity is developing its capacity in preventive diplomacy,

Noting also the efforts of the Organization of African
Unity, and the assistance of the United Nations, to promote the
peaceful settlement of disputes and conflicts in Africa and the
harmonious continuation of the process of democratization,

Deeply concerned that, despite the policies of reform
being implemented by most African countries, their economic
situation remains critical and African recovery and
development continue to be severely hindered by the
persistence of lower-level commodity prices, the heavy debt
burden and the paucity of funding possibilities,

Aware of the efforts being made by the Organization of
African Unity and its member States in the area of economic
integration and of the need to accelerate the process of
implementation of the African Economic Community,

Deeply concerned about the gravity of the situation of
refugees and displaced persons in Africa and the urgent need
for increased international assistance to help refugees and,
subsequently, African countries of asylum,

Acknowledging the assistance already rendered by the
international community, in particular to refugees, displaced
persons and African countries of asylum,

Recognizing the importance of developing and
maintaining a culture of peace, tolerance and harmonious
relationships in order to contribute to the prevention of
conflicts and wars in Africa,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on
cooperation between the United Nations and the Organization
of African Unity™ and of his efforts to strengthen that
cooperation and to implement the relevant resolutions;

2. Notes with appreciation the continued and increasing
participation of the Organization of African Unity in the work
of the United Nations and the specialized agencies and its
constructive contribution to that work;

3. Calls upon the United Nations organs, in particular
the Security Council and the Economic and Social Council, to
continue to involve the Organization of African Unity closely
in all their activities concerning Africa;

4. Welcomes the initiative of the ministerial meeting of
the Security Council on the situation in Africa, which took

® See S/PV.3819. For the final text, see Official Records of the
Security Council, Fifty-second Year, 3819th meeting.

place on 25 September 1997, and awaits the report of the
Secretary-General on the sources of conflict in Africa;

S. Also welcomes the fact that both the United Nations
and the Organization of African Unity continue to strengthen
and broaden their cooperation in measures to prevent and
resolve conflict in Africa, and in this regard invites the United
Nations to provide the Organization of African Unity with the
necessary support for the consolidation and promotion of a
culture of peace, tolerance and harmonious relationships in
Africa;

6. Calls upon the United Nations to coordinate its
efforts and to cooperate with the Organization of African Unity
in the context of the pacific settlement of disputes and the
maintenance of international peace and security in Africa, as
provided for under Chapter VIII of the Charter of the United
Nations;

7. Commends the efforts of the Organization of African
Unity to strengthen its capacity in the field of conflict
resolution and to enhance its Mechanism for Conflict
Prevention, Management and Resolution in Africa;

8. Also commends the United Nations and the
Organization of African Unity for their ongoing cooperative
activities in the resolution of conflicts in Africa, and stresses
the need to enhance and strengthen the existing pattern of
exchange of information and consultations, especiaily in the
areas of preventive diplomacy, peacemaking and peacekeeping
operations;

9. [Invites the United Nations to assist the Organization
of African Unity in strengthening its institutional and
operational capacity in the prevention, management and
resolution of conflicts in Africa, in particular in the following
areas:

(a) Establishment of an early-warming system;

(b) Technical assistance and training of personnel,
including a staff exchange programme;

(c) Exchange and coordination of information between
their respective early-warning systems;

(d) Logistical support;
(e) Mobilization of financial support;

10. Urges the United Nations to enhance its cooperation
with, and facilitate the participation of, the Organization of
African Unity in its preventive diplomacy, peacemaking and
peacekeeping operations and in joint fact-finding missions in
Africa, by providing technical assistance and secondments and
assisting in the mobilization of financial and logistical support;

11.  Also urges the United Nations to encourage donor
countries, in consultation with the Organization of African
Unity, to provide adequate funding and training for African
countries in their efforts to enhance their peacekeeping
capabilities, with a view to enabling those countries to
participate actively in peacekeeping operations within the
framework of the United Nations;



1. Resolutions adopted without reference to a Main Committee 23

12. Notes with appreciation the assistance provided by
the United Nations and its agencies fo African countries in the
context of the democratization process;

13. Urges the United Nations to continue to support the
Organization of African Unity in its efforts to manage a
peaceful democratic transition in Africa, in particular in the
areas of education for democracy, election observation, human
rights and freedom, including technical support to the African
Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights;

14. Urges all Member States and regional and
international organizations, in particular those of the United
Nations system, as well as non-governmental organizations, to
provide the necessary and appropriate economic, financial and
technical assistance to refugees and displaced persons, as well
as to the African countries of asylum, taking into account
recent disquieting developments in this respect;

15. Commends the continued efforts of the Organiza-
tion of African Unity to promote multilateral cooperation and
economic integration among African States, and requests the
United Nations agencies to continue to support those efforts;

16. Stresses that the economic, technical and
development assistance provided to Africa by the
organizations of the United Nations system must continue, and
emphasizes the current need for those organizations to accord
priority to Africa in this field;

17. Urges the Secretary-General, Member States,
regional and international organizations, in particular those of
the United Nations system, and non-governmental
organizations to extend their support to the operations of the
African Economic Community and to assist in economic
integration and cooperation in Africa, in particular the
strengthening of the regional economic communities, the
preparation of the protocols to the Treaty Establishing the
African Economic Community, its popularization and the
strengthening of its institutional support;

18. Requests the agencies of the United Nations system
working in Africa to include in their programmes at the
national and regional levels activities that will enhance
regional cooperation in their respective areas and to facilitate
the realization of the objectives of the Treaty Establishing the
African Economic Community;

19. Calls upon the United Nations agencies to intensify
the coordination of their regional programmes in Africa in
order to create interlinkages among them and to ensure the
harmonization of their programmes with those of the African
regional and subregional economic organizations;

20. Emphasizes the urgency of the need to adopt
appropriate measures to ensure the effective implementation of
the United Nations New Agenda for the Development of
Africa in the 1990s, in particular regarding (a) economic
reforms, including the effective mobilization and efficient
utilization of domestic resources, (b) promotion of the private
sector and foreign direct investment, (c) intensification of the
democratic process and the strengthening of civil society, {d)

environment and development, (e) resource flows, {f) solution
of Africa's debt probiem, {g) trade facilitation and market
access, {h) diversification of African economies, (i)

improvement of physical and institutional infrastructure and

social and human resource development and (j) women in
development;

21, Urges all States and international subregional and
regional organizations actively to implement the
recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Whole of
the General Assembly for the Mid-term Review of the United
Nations New Agenda for the Development of Africa in the
1990s, as adopted by the General Assembly at its fifty-first
session;

22. [nvites the Secretary-General to associate closely
the Organization of African Unity with the follow-up and
monitoring of the implementation of the United Nations New
Agenda for the Development of Africa in the 1990s, including
the conduct of the final review of its implementation in the
year 2002;

23. Invites the Secretary-General of the United Nations
to work closely with the Secretary-General of the Organization
of African Unity on the implementation of the United Nations
New Agenda for the Development of Africa in the 1990s, and
requests that it be given prominence at the annual meeting of
the two organizations;

24. Recalis its resolution 48/214, in paragraph 10 of
which it invited the Secretary-General to follow up and
promote the responses of the United Nations system and the
international community to the development concerns of
Africa, as expressed in the United Nations New Agenda for the
Development of Africa in the 1990s;

25. Takes note with appreciation of the
recommendations of the meetings between the secretariats of
the Organization of African Unity and the United Nations, and
requests the convening of a follow-up meeting in 1998 to
review and evaluate the progress made in the implementation
of the recommendations agreed upon at their last meeting and
to adopt new and effective joint action;

26. Calls upon the relevant organs of the United
Nations system to ensure the effective, fair and equitable
representation of Africa at senior and policy levels at their
respective headquarters and in their regional field operations;

27. Requests the relevant organs of the United Nations
system to continue to assist the Organization of African Unity
in strengthening its capacity for information gathering,
analysis and dissemination through the training of personnel
and the mobilization of technical and financial assistance;

28. Reguests the Secretary-General to strengthen and
improve follow-up, monitoring and evaluation of the
implementation of the United Nations New Agenda for the
Development of Africa in the 1990s;

29. Also requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its fifty-third session on the
implementation of the present resolution and on the
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development of cooperation between the Organization of
African Unity and the organizations of the United Nations
system.

52nd plenary meeting
24 November 1997
52/21. Building a peaceful and better world through
sport and the Olympic ideal
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 50/13 of 7 November 1995, in
which it decided to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-second session the item entitled "Building a peaceful and
better world through sport and the Olympic ideal" and to
consider this item every two years in advance of each Summer
and Winter Olympic Games,

Recalling also its resolution 48/11 of 25 October 1993,
which, inter alia, revived the ancient Greek tradition of
ekecheiria or "Olympic Truce”, calling for all hostilities to
cease during the Games, thereby mobilizing the youth of the
world in the cause of peace,

Recognizing the valuable contribution that the appeal
launched by the International Olympic Committee for an
Olympic Truce, with which the National Olympic Committees
of the Member States are associated, could make towards
advancing the purposes and principles of the Charter of the
United Nations,

Taking into account resolution CM/Res, 1608 (LXII),
adopted by the Council of Ministers of the Organization of
African Unity at its sixty-second ordinary session, held at
Addis Ababa from 21 to 23 June 1995,% and endorsed by the
Assembly of Heads of State and Government of that
organization, which supports the appeal for an Olympic Truce,

Reaffirming that the Olympic ideal promotes inter-
national understanding, particularly among the youth of the
world, through sport and culture in order to advance the
harmonious development of humankind,

Noting with satisfaction the increasing number of joint
endeavours of the International Olympic Committee and the
United Nations system, for example in the ficlds of
development, humanitarian assistance, protection of the
environment, health promotion and education, in which the
United Nations Development Programme, the Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the United
Nations Environment Programme, the World Health
Organization and the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization have participated,

1. Urges Member States to observe the Olympic Truce
during the XVIII Olympic Winter Games, which will be held
in Nagano, Japan, from 7 to 22 February 1998, the vision of
which is to be a link to the twenty-first century, inspiring the
search for wisdom for the new era, respect for the beanty and
bounty of nature and the furtherance of peace and goodwill;

& A/50/647, annex [

2. Takes note of the idea of the Olympic Truce, as
dedicated in ancient Greece to the spirit of fraternity and
understanding between peoples, and urges Member States to
take the initiative to abide by the Olympic Truce, individually
and collectively, and to pursue in conformity with the purposes
and principles of the Charter of the United Nations the
peaceful settlement of all international conflicts;

3. Calls upon all Member States to cooperate with the
International Olympic Committee in its efforts to promote the
Olympic Truce;

4. Reguests the Secretary-General to promote the
observance of the Olympic Truce among Member States,
drawing the attention of world public opinion to the
contribution such a truce would make to the promotion of
international understanding and the preservation of peace and
goodwill, and to cooperate with the International Olympic
Committee in the realization of this objective;

5. Welcomes the decision of the International Olympic
Committee to fly the United Nations flag at all competition
sites of the Olympic Games.

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-fourth session the item entitled "Building a peaceful and
better world through sport and the Olympic ideal" and to
consider this item before the Games of the XXVII Olympiad
in Sydney, Australia, in the year 2000.

34th plenary meeting
25 November 1997
52/22. Cooperation between the United Nations and the
Organization for Security and Cooperation in
Europe
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 48/5 of 13 October 1993 on
observer status for the Conference on Security and
Cooperation in Europe and the framework for cooperation and
coordination between the United Nations and the Conference
on Security and Cooperation in Europe® signed on 26 May
1993, as well as its resolutions 50/87 of 18 December 1995
and 51/57 of 12 December 1996 on cooperation between the
two organizations,

Recalling also the declaration at the 1992 Helsinki
Summit by the heads of State or Government of the
participating States of the Conference on Security and
Cooperation in Europe of their understanding that the
Conference is a regional arrangement in the sense of Chapter
VII of the Charter of the United Nations and as such provides
an important link between European and global security,*

Acknowledging the increasing contribution of the
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe to the

¢ See A/48/185, annex II.

% See A/47/361-5/24370, annex; see Official Records of the Security
Council, Forty-seventh Year, Supplement for July, August and
September 1992, document S/24370.
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establishment and maintenance of international peace and
security in its region through activities in early warning and
preventive diplomacy, including through the activities of the
High Commissioner on National Minorities, crisis
management, arms control and disarmament, post-crisis
stabilization and rehabilitation measures, and its efforts in
supporting the economic dimension, as well as its crucial role
in the human dimension,

Recalling the special ties between the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe and the Mediterranean
Partners for Cooperation,

Underlining the continued importance of enhanced
coordination and cooperation between the United Nations and
the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe,

1. Welcomes the report of the Secretary-General;%

2. Also welcomes the further improvement of
cooperation and coordination in the past year, as well as
progress in common work in the field between the United
Nations and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in
Europe;

3. Further welcomes the Summit Declaration and the
decisions adopted by the heads of State or Government of the
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe on 3
December 1996 at Lisbon, in particular the Lisbon Declaration
on a Common and Comprehensive Security Mode! for Europe
for the Twenty-first Century, including the decision to define
in a platform for cooperative security modalities for
cooperation between the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe and other security organizations, and
the ongoing work within the framework of the Organization
for Security and Cooperation in Europe, as well as the
commitment of participating States to consider developing a
charter on European security on the basis of the Lisbon
Declaration;

4. Notes with appreciation decision 193 of 5 November
1997 of the Permanent Council of the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe to establish, under the
aegis of the Permanent Council, a representative on freedom
of the media of the Organization for Security and Cooperation
in Europe;

5. Also notes with appreciation decision 194 of 5
November 1997 of the Permanent Council of the Organization
for Security and Cooperation in Europe to establish within the
secretariat of that organization the position of a coordinator of
economic and environmental activities, which, inter alia, will
enhance interaction by the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe with relevant international economic
organizations, financial institutions and organizations active in
the environmental field;

6. Commends the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe for the fulfilment, in cooperation with
the United Nations, of the role assigned to it by the General

7 A/52/450.

-and

Framework Agreement for Peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina
the annexes thereto® (collectively the "Peace
Agreement"), in particular for:

(a) The successful supervision of the preparation and the
conduct of the municipal elections on 13 and 14 September
1997

(b) The monitoring, together with other international
organizations, of the development of human rights standards;

(c) The agreements concluded under its auspices on
confidence-building and security-building measures, as well as
on subregional arms control;

{(d) The efforts to contribute to the building of democratic
structures and to the fostering of civil society, including the
promotion of human rights standards, and welcomes in this
context further cooperation between the United Nations and
the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe;

7. Welcomes the readiness of the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe to continue to contribute
to a peaceful settlement in and around Bosnia and
Herzegovina;

8. Welcomes also decision 190 of 26 September 1997 of
the Permanent Council of the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe to supervise the preparation and
conduct of elections in Republika Srpska;

9. Underlines the responsibility of the parties to speedy
and full implementation of the General Framework Agreement
for Peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina and the annexes thereto;

10. Underlines also the responsibility of the relevant
authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina to implement fully the
results of the municipal elections on 13 and 14 September
1997;

11. Welcomes the close cooperation between the
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe and the
United Nations Transitional Administration for Eastern
Slavonia, Baranja and Western Sirmium, especially as regards
confidence-building and reconciliation, as well as the
strengthening of democratic institutions, processes and
mechanisms at the municipal and district or county levels with
the aim of achieving a peaceful reintegration and a safe return
of refugees and displaced persons in the region, and notes that
a continued high-quality police monitoring presence would
make an important contribution to the success of the
international efforts in that regard;

12. Welcomes also decision 176 of 26 June 1997 of the
Permanent Council of the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe, to extend the mandate of the reinforced
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Eurepe Mission
in Croatia until 31 December 1998;

8 A /50/790-S/1995/999; see Official Records of the Security Council,
Fiftieth Year, Supplement for October, November and December
1995, document S/1995/999.
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13. Commends the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe for the fulfilment of the role assigned
to it in Albania in decision 160 of 27 March 1997 of the
Permanent Council of the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe within the security environment
provided by the multinational protection force, authorized by
the Security Council in its resolutions 1101 (1997) of 28
March 1997 and 1114 (1997) of 19 June 1997, in particular
for:

(a) The establishment of a coordinating framework for
the international efforts in Albania;

(&) The provision, in cooperation with other international
organizations, of advice and assistance within its field of
experience;

{c) The success of its assistance in the preparation and
the conduct, as well as the monitoring, of the elections on 29
June and 6 July 1997,

14. Takes note of decision 185 of 18 September 1997
of the Permanent Council of the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe to establish an Advisory and
Monitoring Group of the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe in Belarus;

15. Welcomes the cooperation between the Organization
for Security and Cooperation in Europe and the United Nations
in the peace process in Georgia, including through the Human
Rights Office in Sukhumi;

16. Fully supports the activities of the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe to achieve a peaceful
solution to the conflict in and around the Nagomy Karabakh
region of Azerbaijan, and welcomes cooperation between the
United Nations and the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe in this regard;

17. Welcomes the continued close cooperation between
the United Nations and the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe in Tajikistan, as well as the signing on
27 June 1997 of the General Agreement on the Establishment
of Peace and National Accord in Tajikistan,% and calls upon
the parties to implement fully the General Agreement;

18. Requests the Secretary-General to continue
exploring with the Chairman-in-Office and the Secretary-
General of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in
Europe possibilities for further enhancement of cooperation,
information exchange and coordination between the United
Nations and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in
Europe, in accordance with Chapter VIII of the Charter of the
United Nations and on the basis of the framework for
cooperation and coordination between the United Nations and
the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe,®
signed on 26 May 1993, avoiding as much as possible

® See A/52/219-S/1997/510, annex I; see Official Records of the
Security Council, Fifty-second Year, Supplement for July, August and
September 1997, document S/1997/510.

duplication and overlapping in those areas where both
organizations have their own respective roles to play;

19. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "Cooperation between the
United Nations and the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe", and requests the Secretary-General to
submit to the General Assembly at its fifty-third session a
report on cooperation between the United Nations and the
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe in
implementation of the present resolution.

55th plenary meetin
25 November 199

52/23. Multilingualism

The General Assembly,

Recaliing iis resolution 50/11 of 2 November 1995 on
multilingunalism,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General;™®

2. Regquests the Secretary-General to submit to it at its
fifty-fourth session a comprehensive report on the
implementation of resolution 50/11;

3. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-fourth session the item entitled "Multilingualism",

35th plenary meeting
25 November 1997

52/24. Return or restitution of cultural property to the
countries of origin

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 3026 A (XXVII) of 18
December 1972, 3148 (XX VIII) of 14 December 1973, 3187
(XXVII) of 18 December 1973, 3391 (XXX) of 19 November
1975, 31/40 of 30 November 1976, 32/18 of 11 November
1977, 33/50 of 14 December 1978, 34/64 of 29 November
1979, 35/127 and 35/128 of 11 December 1980, 36/64 of 27
November 1981, 38/34 of 25 November 1983, 40/19 of 2i
November 1985, 42/7 of 22 October 1987, 44/18 of 6
November 1989, 46/10 of 22 October 1991, 48/15 of 2
November 1993 and 50/56 of 11 December 1995,

Recalling also the Convention on the Means of
Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and
Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property” adopted on 14
November 1970 by the General Conference of the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization,

Welcoming the Medellin Declaration for Cultural
Diversity and Tolerance and the Plan of Action on Cultural
Cooperation adopted at the first Meeting of the Ministers of

™ A/52/577.

" United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization,
Records of the General Conference, Sixteenth Session, vol. 1,
Resolutions, p. 135.
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Culture of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, held at
Medellin, Colombia, on 4 and 5 September 1997,

Taking note with satisfaction of the report of the
Secretary-General submitted in cooperation with the Director-
General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization,™

Aware of the importance attached by the countries of
origin to the return of cuitural property which is of
fundamental spiritual and cultural value to them, so that they
may constitute collections representative of their cultural
heritage,

1. Commends the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization and the Intergovernmental
Committee for Promoting the Return of Cultural Property to its
Countries of Origin or its Restitution in Case of Illicit
Appropriation on the work they have accomplished, in
particular through the promotion of bilateral negotiations, for
the return or restitution of cultural property, the preparation of
inventories of movable cultural property, the reduction of
illicit traffic in cultural property and the dissemination of
information to the public;

2. Reaffirms that the restitution to a country of its objets
d'art, monuments, museum pieces, archives, manuscripts,
documents and any other cultural or artistic treasures
contributes to the strengthening of international cooperation
and to the preservation and flowering of universal cultural
values through fruitful cooperation between developed and
developing countries;

3. Requests the Secretary-General, in collaboration with
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization, to continue to develop all possibilities for
bringing about the attainment of the objectives of resolution
50/56;

4. Also requests the Secretary-General, in cooperation
with the Director-General of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization, to submit to the General
Assembly at its fifty-fourth session a report on the
implementation of the present resolution;

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-fourth session the item entitled "Return or restitution of
cultural property to the countries of origin".

55th plenary meeting
25 November 1997
52/25. Implementation of the outcome of the World
Summit for Social Development
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 46/139 of 17 December 1991,
47/92 of 16 December 1992, 48/100 of 20 December 1993,

2 A/52/211.

50/161 of 22 December 1995, 50/227 of 24 May 1996 and
51/202 of 17 December 1996,

’ Recalling also Economic and Social Council decision
1991/230 of 30 May 1991, resolutions 1992/27 of 30 July
1992, 1995/60 of 28 July 1995, 1996/7 of 22 July 1996,
1996/36 of 26 July 1996 and 1997/56 of 23 July 1997 and
agreed conclusions 1995/1 of 28 July 1995, 1996/1 of 26 July
1996 and 1997/1 of 25 July 1997,

1. Reaffirms the commitments adopted by heads of State
and Government at the World Summit for Social
Development, contained in the Copenhagen Declaration on
Social Development”™ and the Programme of Action, ™ and
their pledge to give the highest priority to national, regional
and international policies and actions for the promotion of
social progress, social justice, the betterment of the human
condition and social integration, based on full participation by
all;

2. Emphasizes the need to create a framework for action
to place people at the centre of development and direct
economies to meet human needs more effectively;

3 Stresses the need for renewed and massive political
will at the national, regional and international levels to invest
in people and their well-being in order to achieve the
objectives of social development;

4. Emphasizes that democracy, respect for all human
rights and fundamental freedoms, including the right to
development, transparent and accountable govemance and
administration in all sectors of society, and effective
participation by civil society, are an essential part of the
necessary foundations for the realization of social and people-
centred sustainable development;

5. Also emphasizes that an equitable and favourable
national and international economic, political, social and legal
environment, in accordance with the provisions of chapter I of
the Programme of Action of the World Summit for Social
Development, is essential for the realization of social and
people-centred sustainable development;

6. Stresses that social development is clearly linked to
the development of peace, freedom, stability and security, both
nationally and internationally;

7. Takes note of the reports of the Secretary-General on
the implementation of the outcome of the World Summit for
Social Development”® and on the observance of the
International Year for the Eradication of Poverty (1996) and
recommendations for the rest of the first United Nations
Decade for the Eradication of Poverty;’

 Report of the World Summit for Social Development, Copenhagen,
6-12 March 1995 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.96.1V.8),
chap. [, resolution 1, annex [.

74 Ibid., annex IL
75 A/52/303.
6 A/52/573.
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Critical importance of national action and international
cooperation for social development

8. Stresses that social development and the
implementation of the Programme of Action of the Summit are
primarily the responsibility of Governments and that
international cooperation and assistance are essential for their
full implementation;

9. Notes with satisfaction the initiatives and actions
taken by Governments towards the implementation of the
commitments made at the Summit;

10. Reiterates its call to Governments to define and
implement time-bound goals and targets for reducing overall
poverty and eradicating absolute poverty, expanding
employment and reducing unemployment and enhancing
social integration, within each national context;

11. Urges national Governments to formulate or
strengthen comprehensive cross-sectoral strategies for
implementing the Summit outcome and national strategies for
social development;

12. Acknowledges the key role of developing country
actors and institutions in creating and implementing effective
programmes to maximize the positive impact of investments
in social development;

13. Stresses the importance of puiting full employment
at the centre of policy-making in conjunction with other goals,
while emphasizing the need for enhancing employment
opportunities for women and for groups with specific needs;

14.  Reiterates the call of the Summit for Governments
to assess on a regular basis national progress towards
implementing the outcome of the Summit, and encourages
them to submit such information on a voluntary basis to the
Commission for Social Development, which serves, inter alia,
as a forum for the exchange of national experiences;

15.  Stresses its solidarity with people living in poverty
in all countries, and reaffirms that the satisfaction of basic
human needs is an essential element of poverty eradication,
those needs being closely interrelated and comprising
nutrition, health, water and sanitation, education, employment,
housing and equal opportunities for participation in political,
economic, cultural and social life;

16. Reaffirms the need to strengthen, in a spirit of
partnership, international, regional and subregional
cooperation for social development and implementing the
outcome of the Summit;

17. Calls upon all Governmenits and the United Nations
system, in particular the relevant funds, programmes and
agencies, to promote an active and visible policy of
mainstreaming a gender perspective and to use gender analysis
as a tool for the integration of a gender dimension into the
planning and implementation of policies, strategies and
programmes on social development;

Mobilization of financial resources

18. Recognizes that the implementation of the
Declaration and Programme of Action will require the
mobilization of financial resources at the national and
international levels, as set out in commitments 8 and 9 of the
Declaration and paragraphs 87 to 93 of the Programme of
Action;

19. Recognizes also that the implementation of the
Declaration and Programme of Action in developing countries,
in particular in Africa and the least developed countries, needs
additional financial resources from all sources and more
effective development cooperation and assistance;

20. Calls upon all countries to develop economic
policies that promote and mobilize domestic savings and
attract external resources for productive investment and to seek
innovative sources of funding, both public and private, for
social programmes, while ensuring their effective utilization,
and in the budgetary process, to ensure transparency and
accountability in the use of public resources and to give
priority to providing and improving basic social services;

21. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on
new and innovative ideas for generating funds for globally
agrecd commitments and priorities;”

22, Welcomes the holding of the Micro-credit Summit
in Washington, D.C,, from 2 to 4 February 1997, and the
adoption of the Micro-credit Declaration and Plan of Action,
and encourages its full implementation as appropriate by all
concerned;

23. Calls upon the international community, including
international financial institutions, to implement fully and
effectively all initiatives that will contribute to a durable
solution to the debt problems of developing countries, in
particular African countries and the least developed countries,
and thus to support their efforts to achieve social development
and, in this context, reaffirms the need to make further
progress towards the implementation of the recommendations
of the World Summit for Social Development by the Bretton
Woods institutions, including the Heavily Indebted Poor
Countries Debt Initiative;

24. Reaffirms the need to continue to evaluate the
impact of structural adjustment programmes by, inter alia,
integrating the social dimensions involved and, in this context,
welcomes the recent initiatives of the World Bank, including
the Structural Adjustment Participatory Review Initiative,
which brings together a tripartite team in a number of
developing countries and countries with economies in
transition fo review at the national level structural adjustment
experiences and to identify problems;

25. Also reaffirms that a strong political commitment by
the international community is needed to implement
strengthened international cooperation for development,
including social development, that the mobilization of

™ A/52/203-E/1997/85.
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domestic and international resources for development from all
sources is an essential component for the comprehensive and
effective implementation of development, that enhanced
efforts should be made for the mobilization and provision of
new and additional financial resources for the development of
developing countries and that, despite an increase in private
capital flows, official development assistance remains an
essential source of external funding, and notes that developed
countries reaffirm the commitments undertaken to fulfil as
soon as possible the agreed United Nations targets of 0.7 per
cent of their gross national product for overall official
development assistance and 0.15 per cent of the gross national
product for official development assistance for the least
developed countries, that donor countries that have met the
0.15 per cent target will seek to undertake to reach 0.20 per
cent, and that further efforts are also needed to improve the
effectiveness of official development assistance and to focus
such aid on the poorest countries;

26. Further reaffirms the importance of agreeing on a
mutual commitment between interested developed and
developing country partners to allocate, on average, 20 per
cent of official development assistance and 20 per cent of the
national budget, respectively, to basic social programmes, and
recalls the outcome of the meeting held at Oslo from 23 to 25
April 1996, which reaffirmed that promoting access for all to
basic social services was essential for sustainable development
and should be an integral part of any strategy to overcome

poverty;

27. Recognizes the necessity of providing appropriate
technical cooperation and other forms of assistance to the
countries with economies in transition, as set out in the
provisions of the Declaration and Programme of Action;

Involvement of civil society and other actors

28. Reaffirms the need for effective partnership and
cooperation between Governments and the relevant actors of
civil society, the social partners, the major groups as defined
in Agenda 21,” including non-governmental organizations and
the private sector, in the implementation of and follow-up to
the Declaration and Programme of Action of the World
Summit for Social Development, and for ensuring their
involvement in the planning, elaboration, implementation and
evaluation of social policies at the national level;

29. Encourages non-governmental organizations to
participate in the work of the Commission for Social
Development, in accordance with Economic and Social
Council resolution 1996/31 of 25 July 1996 and decisions
1996/315 of 14 November 1996 and 1997/298 of 23 July
1997, and in the implementation process related to the Summit
to the maximum extent possible;

™ See A/51/140, annex.

™ Report of the United Nations Conference on Environment and De-
velopment, Rio de Janeiro, 3-14 June 1992 (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.93.1.8 and corrigenda), vol. I: Resolutions
adopted by the Conference, resolution 1, annex IL

The role of the United Nations system

30. Recalis Economic and Social Council resolution
199677, by which the Council decided that the Commission for
Social Development, as a functional commission of the
Council, shall have the primary responsibility for the follow-up
to and review of the implementation of the outcome of the
Summit;

31. Invites Governments to support the work of the
Commission, including through the participation of high-level
representatives on social development issues and policies;

32. Takes note of the request made by the Commission
to the Secretary-General, in the framework of United Nations
system-wide coordination, to assist the Commission and the
Council to broaden and deepen the policy debate on
employment issues;

33. Welcomes in this regard resolution 35/2 adopted by
the Commission on the priority theme "Productive
employment and sustainable livelihoods" and the agreed
conclusions contained therein,®® in which the Commission
recognized, inter alia, the importance of full, productive,
appropriately and adequately remunerated, and freely chosen
employment as a central objective of economic and social
policies, defining time-bound goals and targets for expanding
employment and reducing unemployment, and preparing
policies for the achievement of those goals and targets;

34. Also welcomes agreed conclusions 1997/1, adopted
by the Economic and Social Council at its high-level segment
on the theme "Fostering an enabling environment for
development: financial flows, including capital flows,
investment and trade” and calls for their implementation;

35. Further welcomes Economic and Social Council
resolution 1997/60 of 25 July 1997, entitled "Eradication of
poverty", and the decision of the Council therein to carry out
in 1999 an overall review of the theme of poverty eradication
in order to contribute to the special session of the General
Assembly in 2000 for the overall review of the Summit and to
the five-year review of the Beijing Platform for Action;®

36. Welcomes Economic and Social Council resolution
1997/61 of 25 July 1997, on integrated and coordinated
implementation and follow-up of the major United Nations
international conferences and summits, in which the Council
reaffirmed the need to continue to ensure the harmonization
and coordination of the agendas and work programmes of the
functional commissions by promoting a clearer division of
labour among them and by providing clear policy guidance to
them,;

37. Welcomes Economic and Social Council decision
1997/302 of 25 July 1997 on the convening of a session of the

¥ Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1997,
Supplement No. 6, chap. |, sect. D (E/1997/26-E/CN.5/1997/11),

8 Report of the Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing,
4-15 September 1995 (United Nations publication, Sales No.
E.96.1V.13), chap. ], resolution 1, annex II.
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Council in 1998 to consider further the theme of integrated and
coordinated implementation and follow-up of the major United
Nations intermational conferences and summits;

38. Renews its call to all relevant organs, organizations
and bodies of the United Nations system to be involved in the
follow-up action to the Summit, and invites funds and
programmes, specialized agencies and related organizations of
the United Nations system to strengthen and adjust their
activities, programmes and medium-term strategies, as
appropriate, to take inte account the follow-up to the Summit;

39. Takes note with appreciation of the work of the
inter-agency task forces established by the Administrative
Committee on Coordination, as contained in the report of the
Secretary-General on integrated and coordinated
implementation and follow-up of the major United Nations
international conferences and summits;

40. Takes note of the emphasis placed by the Economic
and Social Council in resolution 1997/61 on the need for the
Administrative Committee on Coordination to ensure that there
is effective inter-agency support for the work of the
intergovernmental bodies dealing with conference follow-up,
including the Council and its functional commissions, that
there is regular updating and feedback on the incorporation of
the work of the task forces at the country level, and that the
Council is kept fully informed of the work and decisions of
that Committee concerning integrated and coordinated
implementation and follow-up of the major United Nations
international conferences and summits;

41. Urges the continued involvement and support by
the regional commissions in the promotion of the
implementation of the objectives of the World Surmnmit for
Social Development at the regional and subregional levels, and
reiterates its invitation to the commissions, in accordance with
their mandates and in cooperation with the regional
intergovernmental organizations and banks, to convene on a
biennial basis a meeting at a high political level to review the
progress made towards implementing the outcome of the
Summit, to exchange views on their respective experiences
and to adopt appropriate measures;

42, Welcomes in this context the convening by the
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean
of the first regional meeting to evaluate the World Summit for
Social Development, held at SZo Paulo from 6 to 9 April 1997,
with the participation of high-level representatives of Latin
American and Caribbean countries, and takes note with
appreciation of the final document of the meeting, known as
the S3o Paulo Consensus;

43, Also welcomes the convening by the Economic and
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific of the Fifth Asian
and Pacific Ministerial Conference on Social Development at
Manila, from 5 to 11 November 1997, to review national
progress achieved and regional action taken in the
implementation of the outcome of the Summit;

2 E/1997/73.

44. Further welcomes the convening of the expert group
meeting on employment questions at Vienna, from 2 to 6
February 1998, as a follow-up to the Summit in the European
region;

45. Urges the Economic Commission for Africa to
convene in the forthcoming year a regional meeting to evaluate
the follow-up of the World Surnmit for Social Development in
the African region;

46. Welcomes the efforts of funds and programmes in
assisting countries in implementing all Summit commitments
at the national, regional and international levels;

47. Also welcomes the efforts of the United Nations
Development Programme in the implementation of Summit
commitments aimed at poverty eradication in developing
couniries, particularly in Africa and the least developed
countries;

48. Takes note with appreciation of the contribution of
the International Labour Organization to the consideration by
the Commission for Social Development, at its thirty-fifth
session, of the theme "Productive employment and sustainable
livelihoods™ and reiterates its invitation to the International
Labour Organization to continue to contribute to the
implementation of the Copenhagen Declaration and
Programme of Action and to the work of the Commission for
Social Development;

Special session of the General Assembly in 2000 for an
overail review and appraisal of the implementation
of the outcome of the Summit

49. Recalls its resolution 50/161, in which it decided to
hold a special session in 2000 for an overall review and
appraisal of the implementation of the outcome of the Summit
and to consider further actions and initiatives;

50. Also recalls its resolution 51/202, in which it
decided on the preparatory process of the special session;

51. Decides to establish. a Preparatory Committee open
to the participation of all States Members of the United
Nations and members of the specialized agencies, with the
participation of observers in accordance with the established
practice of the General Assembly, and that the Preparatory
Committee will hold an organizational session of four days'
duration, from 19 to 22 May 1998;

52. Also decides that, at its organizational session, the
Preparatory Committee will consider and decide on the process
to be followed to achieve the purpose of the special session
with respect to an overall review and appraisal of the
implementation of the outcome of the Summit, and the
consideration of further actions and initiatives and that, in this
context, the Preparatory Committee will decide, inter alia, on
the programme and organization of its work, including issues
such as documentation, national contributions and input from
the United Nations system, the election of its Bureau, the
participation of non-governmental organizations, the dates for
the special session and other organizationa} issues;
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53. Reaffirms that the Preparatory Committee will
initiate its substantive activities in 1999 on the basis of input
by the Commission for Social Development and the Economi¢
and Social Council, and that account will be taken of
contributions by all relevant organs and specialized agencies
of the United Nations system;

54. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare the
necessary documentation for the Preparatory Committee at its
organizational session and in particular to present a report at
the organizational session, containing recommendations and
proposals on the organization of the work of the Preparatory
Commiittee;

55.  Reaffirms that the follow-up to the Summit will be
undertaken on the basis of an integrated approach to social
development and within the framework of a coordinated
follow-up to and implementation of the results of the major

international conferences in the economic, social and related
fields;

56. Invites Governments to contribute to the Trust Fund
for the Follow-up to the World Summit for Social
Development in support of the implementation of the
Copenhagen Declaration and Programme of Action, including
the preparation for the special session of the Assembly;

57. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that the
preparatory process for the special session benefits from the
active involvement of all concerned and that the secretariat is
adequately supported;

58. Also requests the Secretary-General to report to the
Assembly at its fifty-third session on the implementation of the
outcome of the Summit;

59. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "Implementation of the
outcome of the World Summit for Social Development",

56th plenary meeting
26 November 1997

52/26. Oceans and the law of the sea
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 49/28 of 6 December 1994,
50/23 of 5 December 1995 and 51/34 of 9 December 1996
adopted subsequent to the entry into force of the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea® on 16 November
1994,

Emphasizing the universal character of the Convention
and its fundamental importance for the maintenance and
strengthening of international peace and security, as well as for
the sustainable use and development of the seas and oceans
and their resources,

¥ Official Records of the Third United Nations Conference on the
Law of the Sea, vol. XVII (United Nations publication, Sales No.
E.84.V.3), document A/CONF.62/122.

Conscious that the problems of ocean space are closely
interrelated and need to be considered as a whole,

Conscious aiso of the strategic importance of the
Convention as a framework for national, regional and global
action in the marine sector, as recognized also by the United
Nations Conference on Environment and Development in
chapter 17 of Agenda 21,%

Recalling its resolution S-19/2 of 28 June 1997, to which
is annexed the Programme for the Further Implementation of
Agenda 21, in particular paragraph 36 thereof dealing with
oceans and seas, as well as its decision that oceans and seas
will be the sectoral theme discussed at the seventh session of
the Commission on Sustainable Development in 1999,

Recalling also its resolution 49/131 of 19 December 1994
on the International Year of the Ocean,

Considering that, in its resolution 2749 (XXV) of 17
December 1970, it proclaimed that the seabed and ocean floor,
and the subsoil thereof, beyond the limits of national
jurisdiction {"the Area"), as well as the resources of the Area,
are the common heritage of mankind, and considering also that
the Convention, together with the Agreement relating to the
implementation of Part XI of the United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 ("the
Agreement"),®® provides the regime to be applied to the Area
and its resources,

Noting with satisfaction the increase in the number of
States parties to the Convention and the Agreement,

Aware of the importance of the effective implementation
of the Convention and its uniform and consistent application,
as well as of the growing need to promote and facilitate
international cooperation on the law of the sea and ocean
affairs at the global, regional and subregional levels,

Recognizing the impact on States of the entry into force
of the Convention and the increasing need, particularly of
developing States, for advice and assistance in its
implementation in order to benefit thereunder,

Recalling the provisions of Part XV of the Convention
establishing a comprehensive dispute settlement system and
article 287 regarding the choice of means for the settlement of
disputes,

Recalling also the establishment of the International
Tribunal for the Law of the Sea ("the Tribunal")® in
accordance with Annex VI to the Convention as a new means
for the settlement of disputes concerning the interpretation or
application of the Convention and the Agreement,

8 Report of the United Nations Conference on Environment and De-
velopment, Rio de Janeiro, 3-14 June 1992 (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.93.1.8 and corrigenda), vol. I: Resolutions
adopted by the Conference, resolution 1, annex Ii.

8 Resolution 48/263, annex.
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Welcoming the establishment of the Commission on the
Limits of the Continental Shelf ("the Commission") during the
sixth Meeting of States Parties to the Convention,*’

Noting the progress in the work of the Commission
during its first® and second® sessions, held in June and
September 1997, on developing its rules of procedure and its
modus operandi,

Recalling that the institutions established by the
Convention shail be cost-effective,

Expressing its appreciation once again to the Secretary-
General for his efforts in support of the Convention and in its
effective implementation, including providing assistance in the
functioning of the institutions created by the Convention,

Noting the responsibilities of the Secretary-General under
the Convention and related resolutions of the General
Assembly, in particular resolution 49/28, and emphasizing the
importance of the performance of such responsibilities for the
effective and consistent implementation of the Convention,

Recalling its resolution 50/214 of 23 December 1993, in
which it decided that savings in the programme budget would
not affect the full implementation of mandated programmes
and activities,

Noting with appreciation the continued efforts of the
Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea of the
Office of Legal Affairs of the Secretariat to provide timely
information on the oceans, marine affairs and the law of the
sea through its Web site on the Internet,

Conscious of the need to promote and facilitate
international cooperation, especially at the subregional and
regional levels, in order to ensure the orderly and sustainable
development of the uses and resources of the seas and oceans,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General,” and
reaffirming the importance of the annual consideration and
review by the General Assembly of the overall developments
pertaining to the implementation of the Convention, as well as
of other developments relating to the law of the sea and ocean
affairs,

1. Calls upon all States that have not done so, in order
to achieve the goal of universal participation, to become
parties to the Convention and the Agreement;

2. Calls upon Staies to harmonize their national
legislation with the provisions of the Convention, to ensure the
consistent application of those provisions and to ensure also
that any declarations or statements that they have made or
make when signing, ratifying or acceding are in conformity
with the Convention and to withdraw any of their declarations
or statements that are not in conformity;

" SPLOS/20, chap. 111,
¥ CLCS/1.

¥ CLCS/4.
 A/52/487.

3. Reaffirms the unified character of the Convention;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to convene the
Meeting of States Parties to the Convention from 18 io 22 May
1998;

5. Approves the convening by the Secretary-General of
the third and fourth sessions of the Commission, to be held
from 4 to 15 May and 31 August to 4 September 1998
respectively;

6. Notes with satisfaction the progress in the work of the
International Seabed Authority, in particular the approval,
during the third session of the Authority in 1997, of seven
plans of work for exploration in the Area, and the progress
being made by the Lega! and Technical Commission towards
the formulation of a draft mining code;

7. Notes with appreciation the adoption of the
Agreement on the Privileges and Immunities of the Tribunal,
the progress made towards the conclusion of a headquarters
agreement between the Tribunal and Germany and the
adoption by the Tribunal of the Rules of the Tribunal, the
resolution on internal judicial practice and the guidelines for
the preparation and presentation of cases before the tribunal;

8. Encourages States parties to the Convention to
consider making a written declaration choosing from the
means set out in article 287 of the Convention for the
settlement of disputes concerning the interpretation or
application of the Convention and the Agreement, and invites
States to note the provisions of Annexes V, VI, VII and VIIi
to the Convention concerning, respectively, conciliation, the
Tribunal, arbifration and special arbitration;

S. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
for the annual comprehensive report on the law of the sea® and
the activities of the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of
the Sea of the Office of Legal Affairs of the Secretariat, in
accordance with the provisions of the Convention and the
mandate set forth in resolution 49/28,;

10. Regquests the Secretary-General to ensure that the
institutional capacity of the Organization adequately responds
to the needs of States, the newly established institutions
(including the International Seabed Authority and the
Tribunal} and other competent international organizations by
providing advice and assistance, taking into account the
special needs of developing countries;

11. Also requests the Secretary-General to continue to
carry out the responsibilities entrusted to him in the
Convention and related resolutions of the General Assembly
and to ensure that the performance of such activities is not
adversely affected by savings as may be realized under the
approved budget for the Organization; these activities include,
inter alia:

{a) Preparing annually a comprehensive report for the
consideration of the General Assembly on developments
relating to ocean affairs and the law of the sea;

(b) Preparing periodically special reports on specific
topics such as fisheries, transit problems of the landlocked
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developing States or other topics of current interest, including
those requested by intergovernmental conferences and bodies,
taking into account the provisions of the Convention;

(c) Developing and maintaining the appropriate facilities
for the deposit by States of charts and geographical coordinates
concerning maritime zones, including lines of delimitation,
and to give due publicity thereto, as required by article 16,
paragraph 2, article 47, paragraph 9, article 75, paragraph 2,
article 76, paragraph 9 and article 84, paragraph 2, of the
Convention;

(d) Strengthening the existing system for the collection,
compilation and dissemination of information on ocean affairs
and the law of the sea and, in cooperation with the relevant
international organizations, furthering the development of a
centralized system for providing coordinated information and
advice;

(€) Undertaking efforts to promote better understanding
of the Convention and the Agreement in order to ensure their
effective implementation;

(/) Ensuring appropriate responses to requests of States,
in particular developing States, for advice and assistance in
implementing the provisions of the Convention and the
Agreement;

(g) Preparing for and convening the Meetings of States
Parties to the Convention and providing the necessary services
for such meetings, in accordance with the Convention;

(%) Preparing for and convening the meetings of the
Commission and providing it with the necessary services in
accordance with the Convention;

(f) Strengthening training activities in ocean and coastal
area management and development;

12. Reaffirms the importance of ensuring the uniform
and consistent application of the Convention and a coordinated
approach to its overall implementation, and of strengthening
technical cooperation and financial assistance for this purpose,
stresses once again the continuing importance of the efforts of
the Secretary-General to these ends, and reiterates its invitation
to the competent international organizations and other
international bodies to support these objectives;

13. Invites Member States and others in a position to do
so to contribute to the further development of the Hamilton
Shirley Amerasinghe Memorial Fellowship Programme on the
Law of the Sea and of the training and educational activities on
the law of the sea and ocean affairs established by the General
Assembly in resolution 35/116 of 10 December 1980, as well
as advisory services and assistance in support of effective
implementation of the Convention;

14. Calls upon States to implement its resolution 51/189
of 16 December 1996 and to strengthen the implementation of
existing international and regional agreements on marine
pollution;

15.  Also calls upon States to take actions, individually
or collectively and through their participation in competent
global, regional, and subregional forums, to improve the
quality and quantity of scientific data as a basis for effective
decisions related to protection of the marine environment and
the conservation of living marine resources;

16. Notes that it proclaimed the year 1998 as the
International Year of the Ocean,;

17.  Reaffirms its decision to undertake an annual review
and evaluation of the implementation of the Convention and
other developments relating to ocean affairs and the law of the
sea;

18. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its fifty-third session on the
implementation of the present resolution, including other
developments and issues relating to ocean affairs and the law
of the sea, in connection with his annual comprehensive report
on oceans and the law of the sea, and to circulate the report
sufficiently in advance of consideration by the General
Assembly of the item concerning oceans and the law of the
sea;

19. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "Oceans and the law of the
sea”.

57th plenary meeting
26 November 1997

52/27. Agreement concerning the Relationship between
the United Nations and the International Seabed
Authority

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 51/34 of 9 December 1996, in
which, inter alia, it invited the Secretary-General to take steps
to conclude a relationship agreement with the International
Seabed Authority, to be applied provisionally pending its
approval by the General Assembly and the Assembly of the
Authority,

Noting the decision of the Assembly of the International
Seabed Authority at its third session® to approve the
Agreement concerning the Relationship between the United
Nations and the International Seabed Authority signed on 14
March 1997 by the Secretary-General of the United Nations
and the Secretary-General of the International Seabed
Authority,

Having considered the Agreement concerning the
Relationship between the United Nations and the International
Seabed Authority,*

Approves the Agreement, which is annexed to the present
resolution.

57th plenary meeting
26 November 1997

SLISBA/3/A/.
%2 A/52/260, annex.
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ANNEX

Agreement concerning the Relationship between the
United Nations and the International Seabed Authority

The United Nations and the International Seabed
Authority,

Bearing in mind that the General Assembly of the United
Nations in its resolution 3067 XXV} of 16 November 1973
decided to convene the Third United Nations Conference on
the Law of the Sea for the adoption of a convention dealing
with all matters relating to the law of the sea and that the
Conference adopted the United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea, which, inter alia, establishes the International
Seabed Authority,

Recalling that the General Assembly of the United
Nations in its resolution 48/263 of 28 July 1994 adopted the
Agreement relating to the Implementation of Part XI of the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10
December 1982,

Mindful of the entry into force of the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea on 16 November 1994 and
the entry into force of the Agreement relating to the
Implementation of Part XI of the United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 on 28 July 1996,

Noting General Assembly resolution 51/6 of 24 October
1996 inviting the International Seabed Authority to participate
in the deliberations of the General Assembly in the capacity of
observer,

Noting also article 162, paragraph 2 (f}, of the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December
1982, General Assembly resolution 51/34 of 9 December 1996
and decision ISBA/C/10 of 12 August 1996 of the Council of
the International Seabed Authority calling for the conclusion
of a relationship agreement between the United Nations and
the International Seabed Authority,

Desiring to make provision for an effective system of
mutually beneficial relationships whereby the discharge of
their respective responsibilities may be facilitated,

Taking into account for this purpose the provisions of the
Charter of the United Nations, the provisions of the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea and the provisions
of the Agreement relating to the Implementation of Part XI of
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10
December 1982,

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1
Purpose of the Agreement

This Agreement, which is entered info by the United
Nations and the International Seabed Authority (hereinafter
referred to as "the Authority"), pursuant to the provisions of
the Charter of the United Nations (hereinafter referred to as
"the Charter") and the provisions of the United Nations

Convention on the Law of the Sea (hereinafter referred to as
“the Convention") and the Agreement relating to the
Implementation of Part XI of the United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 (hereinafter
referred to as "the Agreement") respectively, is intended to
define the terms on which the United Nations and the
Authority shall be brought into relationship.

Article 2
Principles

1. The United Nations recognizes the Authority as the
organization through which States parties to the Convention
shall, in accordance with Part XI of the Convention and the
Agreement, organize and control activities in the seabed and
ocean floor and subsoil thereof, beyond the limits of national
jurisdiction (hereinafter referred to as "the Area"), in particular
with a view to administering the resources of the Area. The
United Nations undertakes to conduct its activities in such a
manner as to promote the legal order for the seas and oceans
established by the Convention and the Agreement.

2.  The United Nations recognizes that the Authority, by
virtue of the Convention and the Agreement, shall function as
an autonomous international organization in the working
relationship with the United Nations established by this
Agreement,

3. The Authority recognizes the responsibilities of the
United Nations under the Charter and other international
instruments, in particular in the fields of international peace
and security and economic, social, cultural and humanitarian
development and protection and preservation of the
environment.

4. The Authority undertakes to conduct its activities in
accordance with the purposes and principles of the Charter to
promote peace and international cooperation and in conformity
with the policies of the United Nations furthering these
purposes and principles.

Article 3
Cooperation and coordination

1. The United Nations and the Authority recognize the
desirability of achieving effective coordination of the activities
of the Authority with those of the United Nations and the
specialized agencies, and of avoiding unnecessary duplication
of activities.

2. The United Nations and the Authority agree that, with a
view to facilitating the effective discharge of their respective
responsibilities, they will cooperate closely with each other
and consult each other on matters of mutual interest.

Article 4
Assistance to the Security Council

1.  The Authority shall cooperate with the Security Council
by providing to it at its request such information and assistance
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as may be required in the exercise of its responsibility for the
maintenance or restoration of international peace and security.
In case confidential information is provided, the Security
Council shall preserve its confidential character.

2. At the invitation of the Security Council, the Secretary-
General of the Authority may attend its meetings to supply it
with information or give it other assistance with regard to
matters within the competence of the Authority.

Article 5
International Court of Justice

The Authority agrees, subject to the provisions of this
Agreement relating to the safeguarding of confidential
material, data and information, to provide any information that
may be requested by the International Court of Justice in
accordance with the Statute of that Court.

Article 6
Reciprocal representation

1.  Without prejudice to the decision of the General
Assembly in its resolution 51/6 of 24 October 1996 granting
observer status to the Authority, and subject to such decisions
as may be taken concerning the attendance of their meetings
by observers, the United Nations shall, subject to the rules of
procedure and practice of the bodies concerned, invite the
Authority to send representatives to meetings and conferences
of other competent bodies, whenever matters of interest to the
Authority are discussed.

2. Subject to such decisions as may be taken by its
competent bodies concerning the attendance of their meetings
by observers, the Authority shall, subject to the rules of
procedure and practice of the bodies concerned, invite the
United Nations to send representatives to all its meetings and
conferences, whenever matters of interest to the United
Nations are discussed.

3. Written statements submitted by the United Nations to
the Authority for distribution shall be distributed by the
secretariat of the Authority to all members of the appropriate
organ or organs of the Authority in accordance with the
relevant rules of procedure. Written statements presented by
the Authority to the United Nations for distribution shall be
distributed by the Secretariat of the United Nations to all
members of the appropriate organ or organs of the United
Nations in accordance with the relevant rules of procedure.
Such written statements will be circulated in the quantities and
languages in which they are made available to the respective
secretariat.

Article 7
Cooperation between the two secretariats

The Secretary-General of the United Nations and the
Secretary-General of the Authority shall consult from time to
time regarding the implementation of their respective
responsibilities under the Convention and the Agreement.
They shall consult, in particular, regarding such administrative

arrangements as may be necessary to enable the two
organizations effectively to carry out their functions and to
ensure effective cooperation and liaison between their
secretariats.

Article 8
Exchange of information, data and documents

1. The United Nations and the Authority shall arrange for

the exchange of information, publications and reports of
mutual interest.

2. In fulfilment of the responsibilities entrusted to him
under article 319, subparagraphs 2 (a) and (b) of the
Convention and assumed by him pursuant to General
Assembly resolution 37/66 of 3 December 1982, the Secretary-
General of the United Nations shall report to the Authority
from time to time on issues of a general nature that have arisen
with respect to the Convention and shall regularly notify the
Authority of ratifications and formal confirmations of and
accessions to the Convention and amendments thereto, as well
as of denunciations of the Convention.

3. The United Nations and the Authority shall cooperate in
obtaining from States parties to the Convention copies of
charts or lists of geographical coordinates of the outer iimit
lines of their continental shelf as referred to in article 84 of the
Convention. They will exchange copies of such lists of
coordinates or, to the extent practicable, charts.

4, Where the outer limits of the national jurisdiction of a
State party are defined by the outer limit of the exclusive
economic zone, the United Nations shall provide to the
Authority copies of such lists of geographical coordinates or,
to the extent practicable, charts, indicating the outer limit lines
of the exclusive economic zone of such State party as may be
deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations
pursuant to article 75, paragraph 2, of the Convention.

5. The Authority, to the extent practicable, shall furnish
special studies or information requested by the United Nations.
The submission of such reports, studies and information shall
be subject to conditions set forth in article 14.

6. The United Nations and the Authority are subject to
necessary limitations for the safeguarding of confidential
material, data and information furnished to them by their
members or others. Subject to article 4, paragraph 1, nothing
in this Agreement shall be construed to require either the
United Nations or the Authority to furnish any material, data
and information the furnishing of which could, in its
judgement, constitute a violation of the confidence of any of
its members or anyone from whom it shall have received such
information, or which would otherwise interfere with the
orderly conduct of its operation.

Article 9
Statistical services

The United Nations and the Authority, recognizing the
desirability of maximum cooperation in the statistical field and
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of minimizing the burdens placed on Governments and other
organizations from which information may be collected,
undertake to avoid undesirable duplication between them with
respect to the collection, analysis and publication of statistics,
and agree to consult with each other on the most efficient use
of resources and of technical personnel in the field of statistics.

Article 10
Technical assistance

The United Nations and the Authority undertake to work
together in the provision of technical assistance in the fields of
marine scientific research in the Area, transfer of technology
and the prevention, reduction and control of pollution of the
marine environment from activities in the Area. In particular,
they agree to take such measures as may be necessary to
achieve effective coordination of their technical assistance
activities within the framework of existing coordinating
machinery in the field of technical assistance, taking into
account the respective roles and responsibilities of the United
Nations and the Authority under their constitutive instruments,
as well as those of other organizations participating in
technical assistance activities.

Article 11
Personnel arrangements

1.  The United Nations and the Authority agree to apply, in
the interests of uniform standards of international employment
and to the extent feasible, common personnel standards,
methods and arrangements designed to avoid unjustified
differences in terms and conditions of employment and to
facilitate interchange of personnel in order to obtain the
maximum benefit from their services.

2. To this end, the United Nations and the Authority agree:

(a) To consult together from time to time concerning
matters of common interest relating to the terms and conditions
of employment of the officers and staff, with a view to
securing as much uniformity in these matters as may be
feasible;

{b) To cooperate in the interchange of personnel when
desirable, on a temporary or a permanent basis, making due
provision for the retention of seniority and pension rights;

(¢) To cooperate in the establishment and operation of
suitable machinery for the settlement of disputes arising in
connection with the employment of personnel and related
matters,

3. Pursuant to decision ISBA/A/15 of 15 August 1996 of
the Assembly of the International Seabed Authority, and upon
the approval of the General Assembly of the United Nations,
the Authority shall participate in the United Nations Joint Staff
Pension Fund in accordance with the Regulations of the Fund
and shall accept the jurisdiction of the United Nations
Administrative Tribunal in matters invelving applications
alleging non-observance of those Regulations.

4. The terms and conditions on which any facilities or
services of the Authority or the United Nations in connection
with the matters referred to in this article are to be extended to
the other shall, where necessary, be the subject of
supplementary arrangements concluded for this purpose.

Article 12
Conference services

1. Unless the General Assembly of the United Nations, after
giving reasonable notice to the Authority, decides otherwise,
the United Nations will make available to the Authority, on a
reimbursable basis, such facilities and services as may be
required for the meetings of the Authority, including
translation and interpretation services, documentation and
conference services.

2. The terms and conditions on which any facilities or
services of the United Nations in connection with the matters
referred to in this article may be extended to the Authority
shall, where necessary, be the subject of separate arrangements
concluded for this purpose.

Article 13
Budgetary and financial matters

The Authority recognizes the desirability of establishing
close budgetary and financial cooperation with the United
Nations aimed at benefiting from the experience of the United
Nations in this field.

Article 14
Financing of services

The costs and expenses resulting from the provision of
services pursuant to this Agreement shall be the subject of
separate arrangements between the Authority and the United
Nations.

Article 15
United Nations laissez-passer

Without prejudice to the right of the Authority to issue its
own travel documents, officials of the Authority shall be
entitled, in accordance with such special arrangements as may
be concluded between the Secretary-General of the United
Nations and the Secretary-General of the Authority, to use the
laissez-passer of the United Nations as a valid travel document
where such use is recognized under the Protocol on the
Privileges and Immunities of the International Seabed
Authority or other agreements defining the privileges and
imrmimities of the Authority.

Article 16
Implementation of the Agreement

The Secretary-General of the United Nations and the
Secretary-General of the Authority may enter into such
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supplementary arrangements for the implementation of this
Agreement as may be found desirable.

Article 17
Amendments

This Agreement may be amended by agreement between
the United Nations and the Authority. Any such amendment
agreed upon shall enter into force on its approval by the
General Assembly of the United Nations and the Assembly of
the Authority.

Article 18
Entry into force

1.  This Agreement shall enter into force on its approval by
the General Assembly of the United Nations and the Assembly
of the Authority.

2. This Agreement shall be applied provisionally by the
United Nations and the Authority upon signature by the
Secretary-General of the United Nations and the Secretary-
General of the Authority.

IN WITNESS THEREOF the undersigned, being duly
authorized representatives of the United Nations and the
International Seabed Authority, have signed the present
agreement.

SIGNED this 14th day of March 1997 at New York in
two originals in the English language.

For the United Nations: For the International

Seabed Authority:

(Signed) Satya N. NANDAN
Secretary-General

(Signed) Kofi A. ANNAN
Secretary-General

52/28. Agreement for the Implementation of the
Provisions of the United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 relating
to the Conservation and Management of
Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish
Stocks

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 47/192 of 22 December 1992,
concerning the United Nations Conference on Straddling Fish
Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks, and resolutions
50/24 of 5 December 1995 and 51/35 of 9 December 1996,
concerning the Agreement for the Implementation of the
Provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea of 10 December 1982 relating to the Conservation and
Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory
Fish Stocks,*

Recalling also resolutions I and II adopted by the
Conference,*

% A/CONF.164/37; see also A/50/550, annex .
% A/CONF.164/38, annex; see also A/50/550, annex II.

Recognizing the importance of the Agreement for the
conservation and management of straddling fish stocks and
highly migratory fish stocks and the need for the regular
consideration and review of developments relating thereto,

Recognizing also the importance of artisanal and
subsistence fishers,

Noting with appreciation the information provided by
States, relevant specialized agencies, international
organizations, intergovernmental bodies and non-
governmental organizations in accordance with resolution
51/35,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General,”

1. Recognizes the significance of the Agreement for the
Implementation of the Provisions the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982
relating to the Conservation and Management of Straddling
Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks™ as an
important contribution to ensuring the conservation and
management of straddling fish stocks and highly migratory
fish stocks; .

2. Emphasizes the importance of the early entry into
force and effective implementation of the Agreement;

3. Calis upon all States and other entities referred to in
article 1, paragraph 2 (b), of the Agreement that have not done
so to ratify or accede to it and to consider applying it
provisionally;

4. Also calls upon States to ensure that any declarations
or statements that they have made or make when signing,
ratifying or acceding to the Agreement are consistent with
articles 42 and 43 of the Agreement;

5. Takes note with concern that many commercially
important straddling fish stocks and highly migratory fish
stocks have been subject to heavy and little-regulated fishing
efforts and that some stocks continue to be overfished;

6. Welcomes the fact that a growing number of States
and other entities, as well as regional and subregional fishery
management organizations and arrangements, have adopted
legislation, established regulations or taken other measures to
implement the provisions in the Agreement, and urges them to
enforce those measures fully,

7. Calls upon States and other entities and regional and
subregional fishery management organizations and
arrangements that have not done so to consider taking
measures to implement the provisions of the Agreement;

8. Urges States, relevant specialized agencies,
international organizations, intergovernmental bodies and non-
governmental organizations that have not yet done so to
provide information to the Secretary-General to ensure as
comprehensive a report as possible;

5 A/52/555.




38 L. Resolutions adopted without reference to a Main Committee

9. Regquests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its fifty-fourth session and biennially
thereafier on further developments relating to the conservation
and management of straddling fish stocks and highly migratory
fish stocks, including the status and implementation of the
Agreement, taking into account information provided by
States, relevant specialized agencies, in particular the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, and other
appropriate organs, organizations and programmes of the
United Nations system, regional and subregional organizations
and arrangements for the conservation and management of
straddling fish stocks and highly migratory fish stocks, as well
as other relevant intergovernmental bodies and non-
governmental organizations;

10. Also requests the Secretary-General to ensure that
reporting on all major fishery-related activities and instruments
is effectively coordinated and duplication of activities and
reporting minimized, and that relevant scientific and technical
studies are disseminated to the international community, and
invites the relevant specialized agencies, including the Food
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, as well as
regional and subregional fishery organizations and
arrangements, fo cooperate with the Secretary-General to that
end;

11.  Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-fourth session, under an item entitled "Oceans and law of
the sea"”, the sub-item entitled "Agreement for the
Implementation of the Provisions of the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982
relating to the Conservation and Management of Straddling
Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks",

57th plenary meetin
26 November 199

52/29. Large-scale pelagic drift-net fishing; unauthorized
fishing in zones of national jurisdiction and on the
high seas; fisheries by-catch and discards; and
other developments

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming its resolutions 46/215 of 20 December 1991,
49/116 and 49/118 of 19 December 1994 as well as other
relevant resolutions,

Reaffirming also its resolution 51/36 of 9 December 1996
on large-scale pelagic drift-net fishing and its impact on the
living marine resources of the world's oceans and seas,
unauthorized fishing in zones of national jurisdiction and its
impact on the living marine resources of the world's oceans
and seas, and fisheries by-catch and discards and their impact
on the sustainable use of the world's living marine resources,

Conscious of the need to promote and facilitate
international cooperation, especially at the regional and
subregional levels, in order to ensure the sustainable
development and use of the living marine resources of the
world's oceans and seas, consistent with the present resolution,

Mindful that the Agreement for the Implementation of the
Provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea of 10 December 1982 relating to the Conservation and
Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory
Fish Stocks™ provides in its general principles that States shall
minimize poliution, waste, discards, catch by lost or
abandoned gear, catch of non-target species, both fish and non-
fish species, and impacts on associated or dependent species,
in particular endangered species, through measures including,
to the extent practicable, the development and use of selective,
environmentally safe and cost-effective fishing gear and
techniques, and further provides that States shall take
measures, including the establishment of regulations, to ensure
that vessels flying their flags do not conduct unauthorized
fishing within areas under the national jurisdiction of other
States,

Recalling the provisions of article 5 of the Agreement,
which sets out the general principles to which States are
committed in order to conserve and manage such stocks,

Noting that the Code of Conduct for Responsible
Fisheries, adopted by the Conference of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations on 31 October
1995, sets out principles and global standards of behaviour for
responsible practices to conserve, manage and develop
fisheries, including guidelines for fishing on the high seas and
in areas under the national jurisdiction of other States, and on
fishing gear selectivity and practices, with the aim of reducing
by-catch and discards,

Expressing deep concern at the detrimental impact of
unauthorized fishing in areas under national jurisdiction, where
the overwhelming proportion of the global fish catch is
harvested, on the sustainable development of the world's
fishery resources and on the food security and economies of
many States, particularly developing States,

Reaffirming once again the rights and duties of coasta)
States to ensure proper conservation and management
measures with respect to the living resources in areas under
their national jurisdiction, in accordance with international law
as reflected in the United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea,*

Recalling that Agenda 21, adopted by the United
Nations Conference on Environment and Development, calls
upon States to take effective action, consistent with
international law, to deter reflagging of vessels by their
nationals as a means of avoiding compliance with applicable
conservation and management rules for fishing vessels on the
high seas,

* AfCONF.164/37; see also A/50/550, annex .

*" Official Records of the Third United Nations Conference on the
Law of the Sea, vol. XVII (United Nations publication, Sales No.
E.84.V.3), document A/CONF.62/122.

* Report of the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development, Ric de Janeiro, 3-14 June 1992 (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.93.1.8 and corrigenda), vol. I. Resolutions
adopted by the Conference, resolution 1, annex II.
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Recognizing the importance of the Agreement to
Promote Compliance with International Conservation and
Management Measures by Fishing Vessels on the High Seas,
adopted by the Conference of the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations in November 1993, to the
conservation and management of fisheries resources on the
high seas,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on
large-scale pelagic drift-net fishing and its impact on the living
marine resources of the world's oceans and seas, unauthorized
fishing in zones of national jurisdiction and its impact on the
living marine resources of the world's oceans and seas, and
fisheries by-catch and discards and their impact on the
sustainable use of the world's living marine resources,”

Taking note also of the initiatives undertaken in the Food
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations relating to
the incidental catch of seabirds, the conservation and
management of sharks and the management of fishing
capacity,

Acknowledging with appreciation the measures taken and
the progress made by members of the international
community, international organizations and regional economic
integration organizations to implement and support the
objectives of resolution 46/215,

Recognizing the efforts that international organizations
and members of the international community have made to
reduce by-catch and discards in fishing operations,

Once again expressing deep concern that there are
continuing reports of activities inconsistent with the terms of
resolution 46/215 and unauthorized fishing inconsistent with
the terms of resolution 49/116,

1. Reaffirms the importance it attaches to compliance
with its resolution 46/2135, in particular to those provisions of
the resolution calling for full implementation of a global
moratorium on all large-scale pelagic drift-net fishing on the
high seas of the world's oceans and seas, including enclosed
seas and semi-enclosed seas;

2. Notes that a growing number of States and other
entities as well as relevant regional and subregional fisheries
management organizations and arrangements have adopted
legislation, established regulations or applied other measures
to ensure compliance with resolutions 46/215, 49/116 and
51/36, and urges them to enforce fully such measures;

3. Urges all authorities of members of the international
community that have not done so to take greater enforcement
responsibility to ensure full compliance with resolution 46/215
and to impose appropriate sanctions, consistent with their
obligations under international law, against acts contrary to the
terms of that resolution;

4. Calls upon States to take the responsibility, consistent
with their obligations under international law as reflected in

% A/52/555.

the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea® and
resolution 49/116, to take measures to ensure that no fishing
vessels entitled to fly their national flags fish in areas under the
national jurisdiction of other States unless duly authorized by
the competent authorities of the coastal State or States
concerned, and that such authorized fishing operations should
be carried out in accordance with the conditions set out in the
authorization;

5. Notes the obligations of States outlined in Parts IV
and V of the Agreement for the Implementation of the
Provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea of 10 December 1982 relating to the Conservation and
Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory
Fish Stocks* regarding non-members and non-participants and
duties of flag States respectively;

6. Calls upon States and other entities referred to in
article 10, paragraph 1, of the Agreement to Promote
Compliance with International Conservation and Management
Measures by Fishing Vessels on the High Seas that have not
done so to accept the Agreement;

7. Notes that no party to the Agreement to Promote
Compliance with International Conservation and Management
Measures by Fishing Vessels on the High Seas shall allow any
fishing vessel entitled to fly its flag to be used for fishing on
the high seas unless it has been authorized to do so by the
appropriate authority or authorities of that party, and that a
fishing vessel so authorized shall fish in accordance with the
conditions set out in the authorization;

8. Welcomes initiatives undertaken in the Food and
Agricultural Organization of the United Nations to organize an
expert consultation to develop and propose guidelines leading
to a plan of action aiming at a reduction in the incidental catch
of sea birds, to organize an expert consultation to develop and
propose guidelines leading to a plan of action for the
conservation and effective management of shark populations
and to hold a technical consuliation on the management of
fishing capacity to draft guidelines for the control and
management of fishing capacities;

9. Urges States, relevant international organizations and
regional and subregional fisheries management organizations
and arrangements to take action to adopt policies, apply
measures, including through assistance to developing
countries, collect and exchange data and develop techniques to
reduce by-catches, fish discards and post-harvest losses
consistent with international law and relevant international
instruments, including the Code of Conduct for Responsible
Fisheries;

10. Reiterates its call on development assistance
organizations to make it a high priority to support, including
through financial and/or technical assistance, efforts of
developing coastal States, in particular the least developed
countries and the small island developing States, to improve
the monitoring and control of fishing activities and the
enforcement of fishing regulations, including through financial
and technical support for regional and subregional meetings
for this purpose;
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11.  Requests the Secretary-General to bring the present
resolution to the attention of all members of the intemational
community, relevant intergovernmental organizations, the
organizations and bodies of the United Nations system,
regional and subregional fisheries management organizations
and relevant non-governmental organizations, and invites them
to provide the Secretary-General with information relevant to
the implementation of the present resolution;

12. Aiso requests the Secretary-General to ensure that
reporting on all major fisheries-related activities and
instruments is effectively coordinated and duplication of
activities and reporting minimized and that relevant scientific
and technical studies are disseminated to the international
community, and invites the relevant specialized agencies,
including the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations, as well as regional and subregional fisheries
organizations and arrangements, to cooperate with the
Secretary-General to that end;

13.  Further requests the Secretary-General to submit to
the General Assembly at its fifty-third session and biennially
thereafter a report on further developments relating to the
implementation of resolutions 46/215, 49/116, 49/118, the
status and implementation of the Agreement to Promote
Compliance with International Conservation and Management
Measures by Fishing Vessels on the High Seas and efforts
undertaken in the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations referred to in paragraph 8 of the present
resolution, taking into account the information provided by
States, relevant specialized agencies, in particular the Food and
Agriculture Organization, and other appropriate organs,
organizations and programmes of the United Nations system,
regional and subregional organizations and arrangements and
other relevant intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations;

14.  Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session, under the item entitled "Oceans and law of
the sea”, a sub-item entitled "Large-scale pelagic drift-net
fishing; unauthorized fishing in zones of national jurisdiction
and on the high seas; fisheries by-catch and discards; and other
developments”.

57th plenary meetin
26 November 199

52/49. Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable
Rights of the Palestinian People

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 181 (II} of 29 November 1947,
194 (1IT) of 11 December 1948, 3236 (XXIX) of 22 November
1974, 3375 (XXX) and 3376 (XXX) of 10 November 1975,
31/20 of 24 November 1976, 32/40 A of 2 December 1977,
33/28 A and B of 7 December 1978, 34/65 A of 29 November
1979 and 34/65 C of 12 December 1979, ES-7/2 of 29 July
1980, 35/169 A and C of 15 December 1980, 36/120 A and C
of 10 December 1981, ES-7/4 of 28 April 1982, 37/86 A of 10
December 1982, 38/58 A of 13 December 1983, 39/49 A of 11
December 1984, 40/96 A of 12 December 1985, 41/43 A of 2

December 1986, 42/66 A of 2 December 1987, 43/175 A of 15
December 1988, 44/41 A of 6 December 1989, 45/67 A of 6
December 1990, 46/74 A of 11 December 1991, 47/64 A of 11
December 1992, 48/158 A of 20 December 1993, 49/62 A of
14 December 1994, 50/84 A of 15 December 1995 and 51/23
of 4 December 1996,

Having considered the report of the Committee on the
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People,'®

Recalling the signing of the Declaration of Principles on
Interim Self-Government Arrangements, including its Annexes
and Agreed Minutes, by the Government of the Sfate of Israel
and the Palestine Liberation Organization in Washington,
D.C., on 13 September 1993, as well as the subsequent
implementation agreements, in particular the Israeli-Palestinian
Interim Agreement on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip,
signed in Washington, D.C., on 28 September 1995,

Reaffirming that the United Nations has a permanent
responsibility with respect to the question of Palestine untii the
question is resolved in all its aspects in a satisfactory manner
in accordance with international legitimacy,

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Committee on the
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People for
its efforts in performing the tasks assigned to it by the General
Assembly;

2. Considers that the Committee can continue to make
a valuable and positive contribution to international efforts to
promote the effective implementation of the Declaration of
Principles on Interim Self-Government Arrangements and to
mobilize international support for and assistance to the
Palestinian people during the transitional period;

3. Endorses the recommendations of the Commitiee
contained in chapter VII of its repost;

4. Requests the Commitice to continue to keep under
review the situation relating to the question of Palestine and to
report and make suggestions to the General Assembly or the
Security Council, as appropriate;

5. Authorizes the Committee to continue to exert all
efforts to promote the exercise of the inalienable rights of the
Palestinian people, to make such adjustments in its approved
prograrame of work as it may consider appropriate and
necessary in the light of developments, to give special
emphasis to the need to mobilize support and assistance for the
Palestinian people and to report thereon to the General
Assembly at its fifty-third session and thereafter;

1% Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-second Session,
Supplement No. 35 (A/52/35).

11 A/48/486-5/26560, annex; see Official Records of the Security
Council, Forty-eighth Year, Supplement for October, November and
December 1993, document S/26560.

1% A/51/889-8/1997/357, annex; see Official Records of the Security
Council, Fifty-second Year, Supplement for April, May and June
1997, document S/1997/357.
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6. Requests the Committee to continue to extend its
cooperation to non-governmental organizations in their
contribution towards heightening international awareness of
the facts relating to the question of Palestine and promoting
support and assistance to meet the needs of the Palestinian
people and to take the necessary steps to involve additional
non-governmental organizations in its work;

7. Requests the United Nations Conciliation
Commission for Palestine, established under General
Assembly resolution 194 (III), and other United Nations bodies
associated with the question of Palestine to continue to
cooperate fully with the Committee and to make available to
it, at its request, the relevant information and documentation
which they have at their disposal;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to circulate the report
of the Committee to all the competent bodies of the United
Nations, and urges them to take the necessary action, as
appropriate;

9. Also requests the Secretary-General to continue to
provide the Commiitee with all the necessary facilities for the
performance of its tasks.

68th plenary meeting
9 December 1997

52/50. Division for Palestinian Rights of the Secretariat
The General Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Committee on the
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People,'®®

Taking note in particular of the relevant information
contained in chapter V.B of that report,

Recalling its resolutions 32/40 B of 2 December 1977,
33/28 C of 7 December 1978, 34/65 D of 12 December 1979,
35/169 D of 15 December 1980, 36/120 B of 10 December
1981, 37/86 B of 10 December 1982, 38/58 B of 13 December
1983, 39/49 B of 11 December 1984, 40/96 B of 12 December
1985, 41/43 B of 2 December 1986, 42/66 B of 2 December
1987, 43/175 B of 15 December 1988, 44/41 B of 6 December
1989, 45/67 B of 6 December 1990, 46/74 B of 11 December
1991, 47/64 B of 11 December 1992, 48/158 B of 20
December 1993, 49/62 B of 14 December 1994, 50/84 B of 15
December 1995 and 51/24 of 4 December 1996,

1. Notes with appreciation the action taken by the
Secretary-General in compliance with its resolution 51/24;

2. Considers that the Division for Palestinian Rights of
the Secretariat continues to make a useful and constructive
contribution through the organization of seminars and
meetings of non-governmental organizations, as well as
through its research and monitoring activities, the preparation
of studies and publications and the coliection and

1% Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-second Session,
Supplement No. 35 (A/52/35).

dissemination of information in printed and electronic form on
all issues pertaining to the question of Palestine;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to provide
the Division with the necessary resources, including for the
further development of the United Nations Information System
on the Question of Palestine,'® and to ensure that it continues
to discharge the tasks detailed in paragraph 1 of resolution
32/40 B, paragraph 2 (b) of resolution 34/65 D, paragraph 3 of
resolution 36/120 B, paragraph 3 of resolution 38/58 B,
paragraph 3 of resolution 40/96 B, paragraph 2 of resolution
42/66 B, paragraph 2 of resolution 44/41 B, paragraph 2 of
resolution 46/74 B, paragraph 2 of resolution 48/158 B,
paragraph 3 of resolution 49/62 B, paragraph 3 of resolution
50/84 B and paragraph 3 of resolution 51/24, in consultation
with the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights
of the Palestinian People and under its guidance;

4. Also requests the Secretary-General to ensure the
continued cooperation of the Office of Communications and
Public Information and other units of the Secretariat in
enabling the Division to perform its tasks and in covering
adequately the various aspects of the question of Palestine;

5. Invites all Governments and organizations to lend
their cooperation to the Committee and the Division in the
performance of their tasks;

6. Notes with appreciation the action taken by Member
States to observe annually on 29 November the International
Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People, requests them to
continue to give the widest possible publicity to the
observance, and requests the Commiitee to continue to
organize, as part of the observance of the Day of Solidarity, an
annual exhibit on Palestinian rights in cooperation with the
Permanent Observer Mission of Palestine to the United
Nations.

68th plenary meeting
9 December 1997

52/51. Special information programme on the question of

Palestine
The General Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Committee on the
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People,'®

Taking note in particular of the information contained in
chapter V1 of that report,

Recalling its resolution 51/25 of 4 December 1996,

Convinced that the worldwide dissemination of accurate
and comprehensive information and the role of non-
governmental organizations and institutions remain of vital
importance in heightening awareness of and support for the
inalienable rights of the Palestinian people,

194 Ibid., paras. 101 and 102.
195 [bid., Supplement No. 35 (A/52/35).
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Aware of the Declaration of Principles on Interim Self-
Government Arrangements signed by the Government of the
State of Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organization in
Washington, D.C., on 13 September 1993,1% and of the
subsequent implementation agreements, in particular the
Israeli-Palestinian Interim Agreement on the West Bank and
the Gaza Strip signed in Washington, D.C., on 28 September
1995,'7 and their positive implications,

L. Notes with appreciation the action taken by the
Office of Communications and Public Information of the
Secretariat in compliance with resolution 51/25;

2. Considers that the special information programme on
the question of Palestine of the Office is very useful in raising
the awareness of the international community concerning the
compiexities of the question of Palestine and the situation in
the Middle East in general, including the achievements of the
peace process, and that the programme is contributing
effectively to an atmosphere conducive to dialogue and
supportive of the peace process;

3. Requests the Office, in full cooperation and
coordination with the Committee on the Exercise of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, to continue, with
the necessary flexibility as may be required by developments
affecting the question of Palestine, its special information
programme for the biennium 1998-1999, with particular
emphasis on public opinion in Europe and North America and,
in particular:

(a) To disseminate information on all the activities of the
United Nations system relating to the question of Palestine,
including reports on the work carried out by the relevant
United Nations organizations;

(b) To continue to issue and update publications on the
various aspects of the guestion of Palestine in all fields,
including materials concerning the recent developments in that
regard and, in particular, the prospects for peace;

(c) To expand its collection of audiovisual material on
the question of Palestine and to continue the production of
such material,;

(d) To organize and promote fact-finding news missions
for journalists to the area, including the territories under the
jurisdiction of the Palestinian Authority and the occupied
territories;

(e) To organize international, regional and national
seminars or encounters for journalists;

(/) To continue to provide assistance to the Palestinian
people in the field of media development, in particular to

1% A/48/486-5/26560, annex; see Official Records of the Security
Council, Forty-eighth Year, Supplement for October, November and
December 1993, document S/26560.

"7 A/51/889-5/1997/357, annex; see Official Records of the Security
Council, Fifty-second Year, Suppiement for April, May and June
1997, document S§/1997/357.

strengthen the training programme for Palestinian broadcasters
and journalists initiated in 1995.

68th plenary meeting
9 December 1997

52/52, Peaceful settiement of the question of Palestine
The General Assembly,

Recalling its relevant resolutions, including resolutions
adopted at the tenth emergency special session,

Recalling also the relevant Security Council resolutions,
including resolutions 242 (1967) of 22 November 1967 and
338 (1973) of 22 October 1973,

Aware that 1997 marks fifty years since the adoption of
resolution 181 (II) of 29 November 1947 and thirty years since
the occupation of Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General'®
submitted pursuant to the request made in its resolution 51/26
of 4 December 1996,

Convinced that achieving a final and peaceful settlement
of the question of Palestine, the core of the Arab-Israeli
conflict, is imperative for the attainment of a comprehensive
and lasting peace in the Middle East,

Aware that the principle of equal rights and self-
determination of peoples is among the purposes and principles
of the Charter of the United Nations,

Affirming the principle of the inadmissibility of the
acquisition of territory by war,

Affirming also the illegality of the Israeli settlements in
the territory occupied since 1967 and of Israeli actions aimed
at changing the status of Jerusalem,

Affirming once again the right of all States in the region
to live in peace within secure and internationally recognized
borders,

Recalling the mutual recognition between the
Government of the State of Israel and the Palestine Liberation
Organization, the representative of the Palestinian people, and
the signing by the two parties of the Declaration of Principles
on Interim Self-Government Arrangements in Washington,
D.C., on 13 September 1993,' as well as the subsequent
implementation agreements, including the Israeli-Palestinian
Interim Agreement on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip
signed in Washington, D.C., on 28 September 1995,

"% A/52/581-8/1997/866; see Official Records of the Security
Council, Fifiy-second Year, Supplement for October, November and
December 1997, document S/1997/866.

"% AJ4B/486-S/26560, annex; see Official Records of the Security
Council, Forty-eighth Year, Supplement for Ociober, November and
December 1993, document 5/26560.

10 A/51/889-8/1997/357, annex; see Official Records of the Security
Council, Fifty-second Year, Supplement for April, May and June
1997, document S/1997/357.
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Recalling also the withdrawal of the Israeli army, which
took place in the Gaza Sirip and the Jericho area in 1995 in
accordance with the agreements reached by the parties, and the
initiation of the Palestinian Authority in those areas, as well as
the beginning of the redeployment of the Israeli army in the
rest of the West Bank in 1996,

Noting with satisfaction the successful holding of the first
Palestinian general elections,

Noting with appreciation the work of the Office of the
United Nations Special Coordinator in the Occupied
Territories and its positive contribution,

Welcoming the convening of the Conference to Support
Middle East Peace in Washington, D.C., on 1 October 1993, as
well as all follow-up meetings and the international
mechanisms established to provide assistance to the Palestinian
people,

Concerned about the serious difficulties facing the
Middle East peace process, including the lack of
implementation of the agreements reached and the
deterioration of the socio-economic conditions of the
Palestinian people as a result of the Israeli positions and
measures,

1. Reaffirms the necessity of achieving a peaceful
settlement of the question of Palestine, the core of the Arab-
Israeli conflict, in all its aspects;

2. Expresses its full support for the ongoing peace
process which began in Madrid and the Declaration of
Principles on Interim Self-Government Arrangements of
1993, as well as the subsequent implementation agreements,
including the Israeli-Palestinian Interim Agreement on the
West Bank and the Gaza Strip of 1995,""° and expresses the
hope that the process will lead to the establishment of a
comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the Middle East;

3. Stresses the necessity for commitment to the principle
of land for peace and the implementation of Security Council
resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973), which form the basis
of the Middle East peace process, and the need for the
immediate and scrupulous implementation of the agreements
reached between the parties, including the redeployment of the
Israeli forces from the West Bank and the commencement of
the negotiations on the final settlement;

4. Calls upon the concerned parties, the co-sponsors of
the peace process and other interested parties, as well as the
entire international community to exert all the necessary
efforts and initiatives to bring the peace process back on track
and to ensure its continuity and success;

5. Stresses the need for:

(a) The realization of the inalienable rights of the
Palestinian people, primarily the right to self-determination;

() The withdrawal of Israel from the Palestinian territory
occupied since 1967;

6. Also stresses the need for resolving the problem of the
Palestine refugees in conformity with its resolution 194 (III) of
11 December 1948;

7. Urges Member States to expedite the provision of
economic and technical assistance to the Palestinian people
during this critical period;

8. Emphasizes the importance for the United Nations to
play a more active and expanded role in the current peace
process and in the implementation of the Declaration of
Principles;

9. Requests the Secretary-Genera! to continue his efforts
with the parties concerned and, in consultation with the
Security Council, for the promotion of peace in the region and
to submit progress reports on developments in this matter.

68th plenary meeting
9 December 1997

52/53. Jerusalem
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 36/120 E of 10 December 1981,
37/123 C of 16 December 1982, 38/180 C of 19 December
1983, 39/146 C of 14 December 1984, 40/168 C of 16
December 1985, 41/162 C of 4 December 1986, 42/209 D of
11 December 1987, 43/54 C of 6 December 1988, 44/40 C of
4 December 1989, 45/83 C of 13 December 1990, 46/82 B of
16 December 1991, 47/63 B of 11 December 1992, 48/59 A of
14 December 1993, 49/87 A of 16 December 1994, 50/22 A of
4 December 1995 and 51/27 of 4 December 1996, in which it
determined that all legislative and administrative measures and
actions taken by Israel, the occupying Power, which have
altered or purported to alter the character and status of the
Holy City of Jerusalem, in particular the so-called "Basic Law"
on Jerusalem and the proclamation of Jerusalem as the capital
of Israel, were null and void and must be rescinded forthwith,

Recalling also Security Council resolution 478 (1980) of
20 August 1980, in which the Council, inter alia, decided not
to recognize the "Basic Law" and called upon those States
which had established diplomatic missions at Jerusalem to
withdraw such missions from the Holy City,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General,'"!

1. Determines that the decision of Israel to impose its
laws, jurisdiction and administration on the Holy City of
Jerusalem is illegal and therefore null and void and has no
validity whatsoever;

2. Deplores the transfer by some States of their
diplomatic missions to Jerusalem in violation of Security
Council resolution 478 (1980) and their refusal to comply with
the provisions of that resolution;

1 A/52/467.
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3. Calls once more upon those States to abide by the
provisions of the relevant United Nations resolutions, in
conformity with the Charter of the United Nations;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its fifty-third session on the
implementation of the present resolution.

68th plenary meetin,
9 December 199

52/54. 'The situation in the Middle East: the Syrian Golan
The General Assembly,

Having considered the item entitled "The situation in the
Middie East",

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General,''2

Recalling Security Council resolution 497 (1981) of 17
December 1981,

Reaffirming the fundamental principle of the
inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory by force, in
accordance with international law and the Charter of the
United Nations,

Reaffirming once more the applicability of the Geneva
Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in
Time of War, of 12 August 1949,'? to the occupied Syrian
Golan,

Deeply concerned that Israel has not withdrawn from the
Syrian Golan, which has been under occupation since 1967,
contrary to the relevant Security Council and General
Assembly resolutions,

Stressing the illegality of the Israeli settlement
construction and activities in the occupied Syrian Golan since
1967,

Noting with satisfaction the convening at Madrid on 30
October 1991 of the Peace Conference on the Middle East, on
the basis of Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) of 22
November 1967, 338 (1973) of 22 October 1973 and
425 (1978) of 19 March 1978 and the formula of land for
peace,

Expressing grave concern over the halt in the peace
process on the Syrian and Lebanese tracks, and expressing the
hope that peace talks will soon resume from the point they had
reached,

1. Declares that Israel has failed so far to comply with
Security Council resolution 497 (1981);

2, Declares also that the Israeli decision of 14 December
1981 to impose its laws, jurisdiction and administration on the
occupied Syrian Golan is null and void and has no validity

12 Ibid,
13 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973.

whatscever, as confirmed by the Security Council in its
resolution 497 (1981), and calls upon Israel to rescind it;

3. Reaffirms its determination that all relevant
provisions of the Regulations annexed to the Hague
Convention of 1907,'" and the Geneva Convention relative to
the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12
August 1949,'"* continue to apply to the Syrian territory
occupied by Israel since 1967, and calls upon the parties
thereto to respect and ensure respect for their obligations under
those instruments in ali circumstances;

4. Determines once more that the continued occupation
of the Syrian Golan and its de facto annexation constitute a
stumbling block in the way of achieving 2 just, comprehensive
and lasting peace in the region;

5. Calls upon Israel to resume the talks on the Syrian
and Lebanese tracks and to respect the commitments and
undertakings reached during the previous talks;

6. Demands once more that Israel withdraw from all the
occupied Syrian Golan to the line of 4 June 1967 in
implementation of the relevant Security Council resolutions;

7. Calis upon all the parties concerned, the co-sponsors
of the peace process and the entire community to exert all the
necessary efforts to ensure the resumption of the peace process
and its success;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the

. General Assembly at its fifty-third session on the

implementation of the present resolution.

68th plenary meetin
9 December 199

52/78. Implementation of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Coionial Countries

and Peoples
The General Assembly,

Having examined the report of the Special Committee on
the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples,!"

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960
containing the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples, and all its subsequent
resolutions concerning the implementation of the Declaration,
most recently resolution 51/146 of 13 December 1996, as well
as the relevant resolutions of the Security Council,

'"* See Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, The Hague
Conventions and Declarations of 1899 and {907 (New York, Oxford
University Press, 1915).

Y5 A/52/23 (Parts [-VII). For the final text, see Official Records of the
General Assembly, Fifty-second Session, Supplement No. 23.
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Recognizing that the eradication of colonialism is one of
the priorities of the Organization for the decade that began in
1990,

Deeply conscious of the need to take, speedily, measures
to eliminate the last vestiges of colonialism by the year 2000,
as called for in its resolution 43/47 of 22 November 1988,

Reiterating its conviction of the need for the elimination
of colonialism, as well as of the need for the total eradication
of racial discrimination and violations of basic human rights,

Noting with satisfaction the achievements of the Special
Committee in contributing to the effective and complete
implementation of the Declaration and other relevant
resolutions of the United Nations on decolonization,

Stressing the importance of the participation of the
administering Powers in the work of the Special Committee,

Noting with satisfaction the cooperation and active
participation of some administering Powers in the work of the
Special Committee, as well as their continued readiness to
receive United Nations visiting missions in the Territories
under their administration,

Noting with concern the negative impact that the non-
participation of certain administering Powers has had on the
work of the Special Commiittee, depriving it of an important
source of information on the Territories under their
administration,

Aware of the pressing need of newly independent and
emerging States for assistance from the United Nations and its
system of organizations in the economic, social and other
fields,

Aware also of the pressing need of the remaining Non-
Self-Governing Territories, including in particular the small
island Territories, for economic, social and other assistance
from the United Nations and the organizations within its
system,

Taking special note of the fact that the Special
Committee held a Caribbean Regional Seminar to Review the
Political, Economic and Social Conditions in the Small Island
Non-Self-Governing Territories at St. John's, Antigua and
Barbuda, from 21 to 23 May 1997,

1. Reaffirms its resolution 1514 (XV) and all other
resolutions on decolonization, including its resolution 43/47,
in which it declared the decade that began in 1990 as the
International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism, and
calls upon the administering Powers, in accordance with those
resolutions, to take all necessary steps to enable the peoples of
the Territories concerned to exercise fully as soon as possible
their right to self-determination, including independence;

2. Affirms once again that the continuation of
colonialism in any form or manifestation, including economic
exploitation, is incompatible with the Charter of the United

116 See A/AC.109/2089.

Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights'!” and the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples;

3. Reaffirms its determination to continue to take all
steps necessary to bring about the complete and speedy
eradication of colonialism and the faithful observance by all
States of the relevant provisions of the Charter, the Declaration
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights;

4. Affirms once again its support for the aspirations of
the peoples under colonial rule to exercise their right to self-
determination, including independence;

5. Approves the report of the Special Committee on the
Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples covering its work during 1997, including the
programme of work envisaged for 1998;'"

6. Calls upon all States, in particular the administering
Powers, as well as the specialized agencies and other
organizations of the United Nations system, to give effect
within their respective spheres of competence to the
recommendations of the Special Committee for the
implementation of the Declaration and other relevant
resolutions of the United Nations;

7. Calls upon the administering Powers to ensure that
foreign economic activities in the Non-Self-Governing
Territories under their administration are directed to assist the
peoples of those Territories in the exercise of their right to self-
determination;

8. Takes note of the decision of some of the
administering Powers to close or reduce some of the military
bases in the Non-Self-Governing Territories;

9. Calls upon the administering Powers to eliminate the
remaining military bases in the Non-Self-Governing
Territories in compliance with the relevant resolutions of the
General Assembly, and urges them not to involve those
Territories in any offensive acts or interference against other
States;

10. Urges all States, directly and through their action in
the specialized agencies and other organizations of the United
Nations system, to provide moral and material assistance to the
peoples of colonial Territories, and requests that the
administering Powers, in consultation with the Governments
of the Territories under their administration, take steps to enlist
and make effective use of all possible assistance, on both a
bilateral and a multilateral basis, in the strengthening of the
economies of those Territories;

17 Resolution 217 A (III).

8 A/52/23 (Part I), chap. I, sect. J. For the final text, see Official
Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-second Session, Supplement
No. 23.
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11.  Requests the Special Committee to continue to seek
suitable means for the immediate and full implementation of
the Declaration and to carry out those actions approved by the
General Assembly regarding the International Decade for the
Eradication of Colontalism in all Territories that have not yet
exercised their right to self-determination, including
independence, and in particular:

(@) To formulate specific proposals for the elimination of
the remaining manifestations of colonialism and to report
thereon to the General Assembly at its fifty-third session;

(b) To continue to examine the implementation by
Member States of resolution 1514 (XV) and other relevant
resolutions on decolonization;

{¢) To continue to pay special attention to the small
Territories, in particular through the dispatch of regular
visiting missions, and to recommend to the General Assembly
the most suitable steps to be taken to enable the populations of
those Territories to exercise their right to self-determination
and independence;

(d) To take all necessary steps to enlist worldwide
support among Governments, as well as national and
international organizations, for the achievement of the
objectives of the Declaration and the implementation of the
relevant resolutions of the United Nations;

12.  Calls upon the administering Powers to continue to
cooperate with the Special Committee in the discharge of its
mandate and to receive visiting missions to the Territories to
secure first-hand information and to ascertain the wishes and
aspirations of their inhabitants;

13.  Also calls upon the administering Powers that have
not participated in the work of the Special Committee to do so
at its 1998 session;

14.  Requests the Secretary-General, the specialized
agencies and other organizations of the United Nations system
to provide economic, social and other assistance to the Non-
Self-Governing Territories and to continue to do so, as
appropriate, after they exercise their right to self-
determination, including independence;

15.  Welcomes the decision of the Secretary-General of
27 October 1997:'"°

(a) That the substantive responsibilities for the
decolonization programme will be maintained in the
Department of Political Affairs of the Secretariat;

(b} To establish a stand-alone decolonization unit with
the necessary resources to provide substantive input for the
work of the Special Committee;

{¢) That the Department of General Assembly Affairs
and Conference Services of the Secretariat will be responsible
for the technical secretariat servicing relating to the

1% A752/531.

decolonization programme, as outlined in his letter of 17
March 1997;'%

and his commitment to implement subprogramme 1.6 of the
medium-term plan for the period 1998-2001;!%

16. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the
Special Committee with the facilities and services required for
the implementation of the present resolution, as well as of the
other resolutions and decisions on decolonization adopted by
the General Assembly and the Special Committee.

69th plenary meetin
10 December 199

52/79. Dissemination of information on decolonization
The General Assembly,

Having examined the chapter of the report of the Special
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation
of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the dissemination
of information on decolonization and publicity for the work of
the United Nations in the field of decolonization,'??

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960,
containing the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples, and other resolutions and
decisions of the United Nations concerning the dissemination
of information on decolonization, in particular General
Assembly resolution 51/147 of 13 December 1996,

Recognizing the need for flexible, practical and
innovative approaches towards reviewing the options of self-
determination for the peoples of Non-Self-Governing
Territories with a view to achieving complete decolonization
by the year 2000,

Reiterating the importance of dissemination of
information as an instrument for furthering the aims of the
Declaration, and mindful of the role of world public opinion in
effectively assisting the peoples of Non-Self-Governing
Territories to achieve self-determination,

Recognizing the role playzd by the administering Powers
in transmitting information to the Secretary-General in
accordance with the terms of Article 73 (e) of the Charter of
the United Nations,

Aware of the role of non-governmental organizations in
the dissemination of information on decolonization,

1. Takes note of the chapter of the report of the Special
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation
of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to

120 See A/51/829, sect. C.

"2l See A/51/6/Rev. 1 and Corr.1. For the final text, see Official
Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-first Session, Supplement
No. 6.

12 A/52/23 (Part II), chap. Iik. For the final texi, see Official Records
of the General Assembly, Fifty-second Session, Supplement No. 23.
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Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the dissemination
of information on decolonization and publicity for the work of
the United Nations in the field of decolonization;'*

2. Considers it important to continue its efforts to ensure
the widest possible dissemination of information on
decolonization, with particular emphasis on the options of self-
determination available for the peoples of Non-Self-Governing
Territories;

3. Requests the Department of Political Affairs and the
Office of Communications and Public Information of the
Secretariat to take into account the suggestions of the Special
Committee to continue their efforts to take measures through
all the media available, including publications, radio and
television, as well as the Internet, to give publicity to the work
of the United Nations in the field of decolonization and, inter
alia:

(a) To continue to collect, prepare and disseminate,
particularly to the Territories, basic material on the issue of
self-determination of the peoples of Non-Self-Governing
Territories;

{b) To seek the full cooperation of the administering
Powers in the discharge of the tasks referred to above;

(¢) To maintain a working relationship with the
appropriate regional and intergovernmental organizations,
particularly in the Pacific and Caribbean regions, by holding
periodic consultations and exchanging information;

{d) To encourage the involvement of non-governmental
organizations in the dissemination of information on
decolonization;

() To report to the Special Committee on measures taken
in the implementation of the present resolution;

4. Requests all States, including the administering
Powers, to continue to extend their cooperation in the
dissemination of information referred to in paragraph 2 above;

S. Requests the Special Committee to follow the
implementation of the present resolution and to report thereon
to the General Assembly at its fifty-third session.

69th plenary meeting
10 December 1997

52/149. United Nations International Day in Support of
Victims of Torture

The General Assembly,

Recalling Economic and Social Council decision
1997/251 of 22 July 1997, in preparing for the fiftieth
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,'?

Proclaims 26 June United Nations International Day in
Support of Victims of Torture, with a view to the total

2 Resolution 217 A (IIi).

eradication of torture and the effective functioning of the
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment,'* which entered into
force on 26 June 1987.

70th plenary meetin
12 December 199

52/150. The situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 46/242 of 25 August 1992, 47/1
of 22 September 1992, 47/121 of 18 December 1992, 48/88 of
20 December 1993, 49/10 of 3 November 1994 and 51/203 of
17 December 1996 and all relevant resolutions of the Security
Council regarding the situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina,

Reaffirming its support for the independence,
sovereignty, legal continuity and territorial integrity of Bosnia
and Herzegovina, within its internationally recognized borders,

Also reaffirming its support for the constitutional rights
of the three constituent peoples and others in Bosnia and
Herzegovina as a united country consisting of two multi-ethnic
entities,

Welcoming the General Framework Agreement for Peace
in Bosnia and Herzegovina and the annexes thereto
(collectively the "Peace Agreement"),'” signed in Paris on 14
December 1995,

Also welcoming the efforts for the respect, promotion and
protection of human rights in all of Bosnia and Herzegovina
and for the functioning of the common institutions of Bosnia
and Herzegovina, in accordance with the relevant provisions
of the Peace Agreement,

Supporting those institutions and organizations of Bosnia
and Herzegovina which are engaged in the implementation of
the Peace Agreement and the process of reconciliation and
reintegration,

Concerned by the continuing obstructions faced by
refugees and displaced persons wishing to return to their
homes, emphasizing the need for all parties and the relevant
States and international organizations to create the conditions
necessary to facilitate return, and stressing the need for a
regional approach to the issue of refugees and displaced
persons,

Expressing support for the efforts of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees in facilitating the return of
refugees and displaced persons throughout Bosnia and
Herzegovina and in particular the Open City project carried out
by the High Commissioner,

124 Resolution 39/46, annex.

125 See A/50/790-S/1995/999; see Official Records of the Security
Counctl, Fiftieth Year, Supplement for October, November and
December 1995, document S/1995/995.
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Supporting the efforts of the Coalition for Return in .

facilitating the objectives of annex 7 of the Peace Agreement,

Having considered the fourth annual report of the
International Tribunal for the Prosecution of Persons
Responsible for Serious Violations of International
Humanitarian Law Committed in the Territory of the Former
Yugoslavia since 1991, noting the varying degrees of
cooperation and compliance described therein, and stressing
the importance and urgency of the work of the International
Tribunal as an element of the process of reconciliation in
Bosnia and Herzegovina and in the region as a whole,

Noting that the conclusions of the Peace Implementation
Conference,'” held at Bonn, Germany, on 9 and 10 December
1997, state that ali persons indicted for war crimes must be
handed over to the International Tribunal for justice to be
dispensed impartially, under the terms of the Peace Agreement
and Security Council resolutions, and that they draw particular
attention to the failure to carry out that obligation by the
authorities of the Republika Srpska and the Federal Republic
of Yugoslavia,

Supporting fully the efforts of the International Tribunal
aimed at the prosecution of persons responsible for serious
violations of international humanitarian law committed in the
territory of the former Yugoslavia since 1991, demanding that
States and parties to the Peace Agreement meet their
obligations fo cooperate fully with the Tribunal, as required by
Security Council resolutions 827 (1993) of 25 May 1993 and
1022 (1995) of 22 November 1995, including with respect to
surrendering persons sought by the Tribunal, and welcoming
the efforts to secure compliance with the orders of the
Tribunal, consistent with the Security Council mandate,

Welcoming the mutual recognition among all the
successor States to the former Socialist Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia within their internationally recognized borders,
and stressing the importance of full normalization of relations,
including the unconditional establishment of diplomatic
relations among those States in accordance with the Peace
Agreement and the settlement of issues relating to the
succession of States,

Stressing the importance of full respect for human rights
and fundamental freedoms for the success of the peace efforts
for the region, and calling upon the Governments and the
authorities in the region, as well as relevant international
organizations, to facilitate such full respect,

Noting that democratization in the region will enhance
the prospects for a lasting peace and help to guarantee full
respect for human rights in Bosnia and Herzegovina and in the
region,

1% See A/52/375-5/1997/729; see Official Records of the Security
Council, Fifiy-second Year, Supplement for July, August and Sep-
tember 1997, document S/1997/729. 7

127 See A/52/728-8/1997/979, annex; see Official Records of the
Security Council, Fifty-second Year, Supplement for October,
November and December 1997, document 8/1997/979.

Welcoming the holding of elections throughout Bosnia
and Herzegovina under the supervision of the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe on 13 and 14 September
1997 for municipal or local governments, and calling for full
implementation of the results by the deadline of 31 December
1997,

Noting the positive impact of the three previous pledging
conferences, held on 21 December 1995, 13 and 14 April 1996
and 25 July 1997 and chaired by the World Bank and the
European Union, on the peace process and reintegration of the
couniry as well as the reconstruction effort, stressing the
importance and urgency of providing the pledged financial
assistance and technical cooperation in reconstruction efforts
and the role of economic revitalization in the process of
reconciliation, in the improvement of living conditions and in
the maintenance of a durable peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina
and in the region,

Stressing that the provision of reconstruction aid and
financial assistance is conditional upon the parties meeting
their obligations under the Peace Agreement,

Welcoming in particular the important efforts of the
European Union and bilateral and other donors to provide
humanitarian and economic assistance for reconstruction,

Underlining that the full, comprehensive and consistent
implementation of the Peace Agreement is vital for the
maintenance of international peace and security,

1. Expresses its full support for the General Framework
Agreement for Peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina and the
annexes thereto (collectively the "Peace Agreement"),'? which
constitutes the key mechanism for the achievement of a
durable and just peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina, leading to
stability and cooperation in the region and the reintegration of
Bosnia and Herzegovina at all levels;

2. Welcomes the successful implementation of certain
aspects of the Peace Agreement, including the establishment
of a lasting cessation of hostilities, and the successful holding
of municipal elections on 13 and 14 September 1997
throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina;

3. Reiterates its demand for the full, comprehensive and
consistent implementation of the Peace Agreement;

4. Supports fully the coordinated efforts of the High
Representative in the implementation of the peace process in
Bosnia and Herzegovina, in accordance with the Peace
Agreement, and calls upon all parties to cooperate fuily and in
good faith with him;

5. Welcomes the conclusions of the Peace
Implementation Conference,'”” held at Bonn, Germany, on 9
and 10 December 1997, and calls upon all parties as
signatories to the Peace Agreement and others concerned to
implement fully those conclusions and to continue to work for
a peaceful, reintegrated and stable Bosnia and Herzegovina, in
accordance with the Peace Agreement;

6. Also welcomes the conclusions of the Ministerial
Meeting of the Steering Board of the Peace Implementation
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Council, held at Sintra, Portugal, on 30 May 1997,'*® and
demands their full implementation;

7. Calls upon all parties to cooperate fully, and in good
faith, in ensuring the substantial functioning of all of the
common institutions of Bosnia and Herzegovina in accordance
with the relevant provisions of the Peace Agreement, and urges
the relevant international organizations to continue to provide
assistance to meet the infrastructural needs of the new common
institutions of Bosnia and Herzegovina;

8. Recognizes that responsibility for consolidating the
peace lies primarily with the authorities of Bosnia and
Herzegovina,

9. Also recognizes that the role of the international
community remains essential, and welcomes the readiness of
the international community to continue its efforts;

10. Underlines that the assistance provided by the
international community remains strictly conditional upon
compliance with the Peace Agreement and subsequent
obligations;

11. Welcomes the vital contribution of the multinational
Stabilization Force in providing a secure environment for the
implementation of civilian aspects of the Peace Agreement,
and calls upon all parties to cooperate fully with it;

12. Also welcomes the conclusion of the Peace
Implementation Conference'”” that there is an emerging
consensus on the need for an international military presence to
continue beyond June 1998, considering it indispensable for
the maintenance of the stable security environment necessary
for the implementation of civilian aspects of the Peace
Agreement;

13. Expresses its full support for the efforts of the
United Nations International Police Task Force in carrying out
its mandate, and calls for the fullest cooperation by all parties
in this regard;

14, Stresses the importance of the full, comprehensive
and consistent implementation of the Peace Agreement,
including cooperation and compliance with the International
Tribunal for the Prosecution of Persons Responsible for
Serious Violations of International Humanitarian Law
Committed in the Territory of the Former Yugoslavia since
1991, the establishment of the necessary conditions for the
voluntary return of refugees and displaced persons and the
establishment of the necessary conditions for freedom of
movement;

15. Urges all the parties to implement fully and without
delay the results of recent municipal elections in all
municipalities of Bosnia and Herzegovina, in particular
through the constitution of councils, and to establish
functioning municipal assemblies that reflect the election

128 See Official Records of the Security Council, Fifty-second Year,
Supplement for April, May and June 1997, document S/1997/434,
annex.

results, in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Peace
Agreement;

16. Underlines the importance of establishing,
strengthening and expanding throughout all of Bosnia and
Herzegovina free and pluralistic media;

17. Insists upon the need to surrender all indictees to
the International Tribunal for trial, notes that the Tribunal has
the authority to address individual responsibility for the
perpetration of the crime of genocide, crimes against humanity
and other serious violations of international humanitarian law,
including in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and underlines the
obligation of all the parties to hand over to the Tribunal all
indicted persons in territories under their control and otherwise
fully to comply with the orders of the Tribunal and to
cooperate with the work of the Tribunal, including with
exhumations and other investigative acts, in accordance with
article 29 of the statute of the Tribunal, with all relevant
Security Council resolutions and in accordance with the
relevant provisions of the Peace Agreement, in particular the
Constitution of Bosnia and Herzegovina;

18. Urges Member States, taking into account the
orders and requests of the International Tribunal, to offer the
Tribunal their full support, including financial support, in
order to ensure the completion of the purpose of the Tribunal,
and to carry out their obligations under the statute of the
Tribunal and all relevant Security Council resolutions;

19. Reaffirms once again the right of refugees and
displaced persons to return voluntarily to their homes of origin
in accordance with the Peace Agreement, in particular its
annex 7, and the realization of the same in cooperation with
the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees and host countries, calls upon all parties to establish
immediately the conditions necessary for the return of refugees
and displaced persons to their homes and for the freedom of
movement and communication of all the citizens of Bosnia and
Herzegovina and upon the relevant international organizations
to enhance the conditions to facilitate return, in accordance
with the relevant provisions of the Peace Agreement, in
particular the Constitution of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and
welcomes continued and new efforts by the United Nations
agencies, the Buropean Union, bilateral and other donors and
non-governmental organizations to establish and implement
projects designed to facilitate the voluntary and orderly return
of refugees and displaced persons to all regions of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, including projects that would help to create a
safe and secure environment with increased economic
opportunity;

20. Encourages the acceleration of the peaceful, orderly
and phased return of refugees and displaced persons, including
to areas where they would be in the ethnic minority, strongly
condemns all acts of intimidation, violence and killings,
including those acts designed to discourage the voluntary
return of refugees and displaced persons, and demands that
such acts be investigated and prosecuted;

21. Reaffirms once again its support for the principle
that all statements and commitments made under duress, in
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particular those regarding land and property, are wholly null
and void, in accordance with the relevant provisions of the
Peace Agreement, and supports the effective engagement of
the Commission for Real Property Claims of Displaced
Persons and Refugees, in compliance with its mandate;

22. Calls for the repeal of all property laws that prevent
pre-war residents from returning to their homes and for
ensuring the passage of non-discriminatory legislation;

23. Emphasizes the importance of economic
revitalization and reconstruction for the successful
consolidation of the peace process in Bosnia and Herzegovina;

24. Stresses that the obligation to cooperate fully with
the Supervisor for Bréko and his decisions is an essential
obligation for both of the entities, and notes that the
conclusions of the Bonn Peace Implementation Conference
state that the outcome of the Arbitration Award in March 1998
will be significantly affected by the degree of compliance
shown by the parties;

25. Welcomes the notable progress in the
implementation of articles II and IV of the Agreement on
Regional Stabilization and the successful completion of
declared reduction liabilities under the article IV agreement,
and urges all parties to continue to pursue the full
implementation of their obligations;

26. Stresses the need for timely information about the
level of cooperation and compliance with the International
Tribunal and its orders, the status and programme for the
return of refugees and displaced persons to and within Bosnia
and Herzegovina, and the status and implementation of the
Agreement on Subregional Arms Control;

27. Commends the efforts of the international
community, including the Council of Europe, the European
Union, the European Community Monitoring Mission, the
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, the
International Commitiee of the Red Cross, the International
Monetary Fund, the Islamic Development Bank, the
multinational Stabilization Force, non-governmental
organizations, the Organization of the Islamic Conference, the
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, the
Peace Implementation Council and the World Bank, in their
roles in the implementation of the Peace Agreement;

28. Also commends, in particular, the efforts of the
International Tribunal for the Prosecution of Persons
Responsible for Serious Violations of International
Humanitarian Law Committed in the Territory of the Former
Yugoslavia since 1991, the office of the High Representative
for Implementation of the Peace Process in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, the office of the Special Rapporteur of the
Commission on Human Rights on the situation of human rights
in the territory of the former Yugoslavia, the Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the office of
the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, the
United Nations International Police Task Force, the United
Nations Mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the United
Nations Development Programme and the other United

Nations agencies in the peace process, and encourages their
further engagement in the peace process in Bosnia and
Herzegovina;

29. Decides to include in the provisional agenda at its
fifty-third session the item entitled "The situation in Bosnia
and Herzegovina".

7 st plenary meetin,
13 December 199

52/167. Safety and security of humanitarian personnel

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming its resolution 46/182 of 19 December 1991
on the strengthening of the coordination of humanitarian
emergency assistance of the United Nations,

Deeply concerned by the growing number of complex
humanitarian emergencies, in particular armed conflicts and
post-conflict situations, in the last few years, which have
dramatically increased the loss of human lives, suffering of
victims, flows of refugees and internally displaced persons, as
well as material destruction, which disrupt the development
efforts of countries affected, particularly those of developing
couniries,

Conscious of the need for the international community to
assist and protect the affected civilian population, including
refugees and internally displaced persons, in complex
humanitarian emergencies, in particular armed conflicts and
post-conflict situations,

Conscious also of the great importance of humanitarian
and other recovery and rehabilitation assistance in post-conflict
situations, the voluntary return and reintegration of refugees
and internally displaced persons, the return to civilian life of
former combatants and the re-establishment of respect for
human rights, the need to ensure a smooth transition from
relief to rehabilitation and the promotion of economic and
social development,

Taking note of the statement by the President of the
Security Council of 19 June 1997,'” and the views expressed
during the open debate at the 3778th meeting of the Security
Council on 21 May 1997, on protection for humanitarian
assistance to refugees and others in conflict situations,

Noting the role that a permanent international criminal
court could play in bringing to justice those responsible for
serious violations of international humanitarian law, and
commending in this respect resolution 51/207 of 17 December
1996 on the establishment of a permanent international
criminal court,

Aware that humanitarian operations are generally
implemented through close cooperation among Governments
and the United Nations, its agencies, other international
organizations and non-governmental organizations,

12 S/PRST/1997/34; see Resolutions and Decisions of the Security
Council, 1997.
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Commending the courage of those who take part in
humanitarian operations, often at great personal risk,

Deploring the rising toll of casualties among
humanitarian personnel in complex humanitarian emergencies,
in particular armed conflicts and post-conflict situations, as
well as the physical violence and harassment to which those
participating in humanitarian operations are too frequently
exposed,

1. Strongly stresses the urgent need to ensure respect for
and promotion of principles and norms of international
humanitarian law, including those related to the safety and
security of humanitarian personnel, both international and
local;

2. Strongly condemns any act or failure to act which
obstructs or prevents humanitarian personnel from discharging
their humanitarian functions, or which entails their being
subjected to threats, the use of force or physical attack
frequently resulting in injury or death;

3. Calls upon all Governments and parties in complex
humanitarian emergencies, in particular armed conflicts and
post-conflict situations, in countries where humanitarian
personnel are operating, in conformity with the relevant
provisions of international law and national laws, to cooperate
fully with the United Nations and other humanitarian agencies
and organizations and to ensure the safe and unhindered access
of humanitarian personnel in order to allow them to perform
efficiently their task of assisting the affected civilian
population, including refugees and internally displaced
persons;

4. Calls upon all Governments and parties in countries
where humanitarian personnel are operating to take all possible
measures to ensure that the lives and well-being of
humanitarian personnel are respected and protected,;

5. Reaffirms the necessity for all humanitarian personne}
to respect the national laws of the countries in which they are
operating;

6. Urges all States to ensure that any threat or act of
violence committed against humanitarian personnel on their
territory is fully investigated and to take all appropriate
measures, in accordance with international law and national
legislation, to ensure that the perpetrators of such acts are
prosecuted;

7. Welcomes the opportunity to discuss the respect for
and security of humanitarian personnel at the First Periodical
Meeting on International Humanitarian Law, to be held at
Geneva in January 1998, and invites all States parties to the
Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949'® to take an active
part in that meeting;

8. Encourages all States to become parties to and to
fully respect the provisions of the relevant international

130 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, Nos. 970-973.

instruments, including the Convention on the Safety of United
Nations and Associated Personnel of 9 December 1994,

9. Requests the Secretary-General to present a report to
the General Assembly at its fifty-third session on the safety
and security situation of all humanitarian personnel and
measures to be taken to improve it, taking into account the
views of Governments, the Inter-Agency Standing Committee,
other relevant humanitarian actors, as well as the United
Nations Security Coordinator.

73rd plenary meeting
16 December 1997

82/168. Strengthening of the coordination of emergency
humanitarian assistance of the United Nations

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 46/182 of 19 December 1991
and 51/194 of 17 December 1996 and Economic and Social
Council resolution 1995/56 of 28 July 1995,

Taking note of the note by the Secretary-General,'*

Requests the Secretary-General to report, through the
Economic and Social Council, to the General Assembly at its
fifty-third session in 1998 on the further progress by the Inter-
Agency Standing Committee in the strengthening of the
capacity of the United Nations in humanitarian assistance.

73rd plenary meeting
16 December 1997

£2/169. Strengthening of the coordination of humanitarian
and disaster relief assistance of the United
Nations, including special economic assistance:
special economic assistance to individual countries
or regions

A

SPECIAL ASSISTANCE FOR THE ECONOMIC RECOVERY
AND RECONSTRUCTION OF THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
OF THE CONGO

The General Assembly,

Noting that the Democratic Republic of the Congo is a
least developed country with severe economic and social
problems arising from its weak economic infrastructure as a
result of years of mismanagement,

Noting also that the Democratic Republic of the Congo
encounters serious difficulties in sustaining reconstruction and
development programmes in spite of efforts that are being
made by the Government and people of the Democratic
Republic of the Congo,

Deeply concerned about the extensive destruction of life
and property, as well as the severe damage to infrastructure

134 Resolution 49/59, annex.
132 A/52/443.
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and the environment, suffered by the Democratic Republic of
the Congo as the resuit of recent events,

Bearing in mind that the Democratic Republic of the
Congo also suffers from problems encountered by a country
that has received thousands of refugees from neighbouring
countries,

Recognizing the need for the Democratic Republic of the
Congo to take all possible measures to ensure the safety and
security of refugees and displaced persons and safe and
unrestricted access for humanitarian assistance, in accordance
with the principles and norms of humanitarian law and in
conformity with national law,

Gravely concerned about the continuation of armed
confrontation in the Great Lakes region, threatening
regional peace and stability, and the attendant displacement of
families and interruptions in the process of repatriating
refugees,

Taking note of the Programme of Action for the Least
Developed Countries for the 1990s,'* adopted by the Second
United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries
on 14 September 1990, and the mutnal commitment entered
into on that occasion,

Convinced that the Democratic Republic of the Congo
needs urgent international assistance to support the
rehabilitation and reconstruction of its damaged economy,

Weicoming the "Friends of the Congo" meeting chaired
by the World Bank at Brussels on 4 December 1997 as an
important step in the establishment of a dialogue between the
Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo and the
donor community on the future development of the
Democratic Republic of the Congo,

1. Recognizes the ongoing efforts undertaken by the
Government and people of the Democratic Republic of the
Congo for national rehabilitation and reconstruction, and
encourages the Government of the Democratic Republic of the
Congo to pursue sound macroeconomic policies and to
promote good governance and the rule of the law;

2. lInvites the Government of the Democratic Republic
of the Congo to cooperate with the United Nations, its
specialized agencies and other organizations in addressing the
need for rehabilitation and reconstruction and reaffirming the
need for respect for the provisions of humanitarian law;

3. Invites all Member States, the specialized agencies
and other organizations of the United Nations system, as well
as international development and financial institutions, to assist
in the rehabilitation and reconstruction of the Democratic
Republic of the Congo and to contribute appropriately, through
bilateral or multilateral channels, towards the implementation
of that rehabilitation and reconstruction in accordance with
national priorities;

4. Calls upon regional and interregional organizations,
as well as international development and financial institutions,

133 A/CONF.147/18, part one.

to continue to give consideration to the establishment of a
programme of assistance for the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, in accordance with its national priorities;

5. Requesis the appropriate organizations and
programmes of the United Nations system: to review regularly
their current and future programmes of assistance to the
Democratic Republic of the Congo and to cooperate closely in
organizing an effective international programme of assistance;

6. Invites the executive boards of the United Nations
funds and programmes to consider the special needs of the
Democratic Republic of the Congo;

7. Welcomes the efforts of the United Nations
Development Programme and other United Nations agencies,
associated bodies and other humanitarian organizations and
agencies, including relevant non-governmental organizations,
in assisting the Democratic Republic of the Congo to restore
basic services and the infrastructure 'of the country;

8. Calls upon the Government of the Democratic
Republic of the Congo to facilitate, in accordance with its
national priorities, the work of national and international
governmental and non-governmental organizations;

9. Requests the Secretary-General:

(a) To promote participation in and support for a
programme of financial and material assistance to the
Democratic Republic of the Congo to enable it to meet its
urgent needs for economic recovery and reconstruction;

(b) To submit to the General Assembly at its fifty-third
session a report on the actions taken pursuant to the present
resolution;

10. , Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session, under the item entitled "Strengthening of
the coordination of humanitarian and disaster relief assistance
of the United Nations, including special economic assistance",
a sub-item entitled "Special assistance for the economic
recovery and reconstruction of the Democratic Republic of the
Congo".

73rd plenary meetin
16 December 199

B

SPECIAL ASSISTANCE TO CENTRAL AFRICAN COUNTRIES
RECEIVING REFUGEES

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 49/24 of 2 December 1994,

Deeply concerned by the massive flow of refugees,
returnees and other displaced persons in Central Africa,

Welcoming the prospects for the voluntary return,
repatriation and reintegration of refugees in safety and dignity
and efforts made to find durable solutions to their plight,
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Recognizing the need for States to create conditions
conducive to an early and sustainable solution to the flow of
refugees, returnees and other displaced persons,

Bearing in mind the evident impact of these massive
flows of refugees on the basic infrastructure and on the life and
property of local populations in the host countries,

Also bearing in mind the deterioration of the economic,
social and health infrastructure and the ecological impact in the
areas receiving refugees,

Realizing the importance of assisting the host countries,
in particular those countries that have been hosting refugees
for a long time, to remedy environmental deterioration and the
negative effects on public services and the development
process,

Gravely concerned by the effects which epidemics are
having on the health of refugees and local communities in
certain areas,

Observing that the humanitarian aid dispatched should as
far as possible take into consideration the scale of the needs of
the local populations,

Recognizing that the countries receiving refugees, most
of them least developed countries, continue to experience an
extremely critical economic situation,

Expressing again its appreciation to the countries which
have received refugees for the sacrifices which they are
making in granting refuge and hospitality to them,

Siressing the need to continue providing special
assistance to the local populations of the countries receiving
refugees,

1. Congratulates the Secretary-General for the efforts he
has made to draw the attention of the international community
to the situation of refugees in Central African countries;

2. Expresses its gratitude to all States, organizations and
bodies of the United Nations and intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations that have done so for the financial,
technical and material assistance they have been delivering to
those countries that have been receiving refugees since the
onset of the crisis and for the humanitarian assistance they
have continued to render to refugees and the host countries,
and calls upon them to continue to provide assistance for the
implementation of programmes intended for the rehabilitation
of the environment and social infrastructure in areas affected
by the massive presence of refugees in those host countries;

3. Expresses its deep concern at the serious social,
economic, health and ecological impact that the massive and
unexpected presence of refugees can have;

4, Calls upon all African Governments and in particular
those of Central Africa to do their utmost to assist refugees,
notwithstanding the constraints which their limited resources
place upon them;

5. Urges the Governments of the region and all
concerned parties to provide safe and unhindered access for
United Nations and other humanitarian personnel to the
populations in need in all areas of the region;

6. Calls upon all States and intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations and the international financial and
development institutions to facilitate the restoration of the
basic services destroyed in the countries receiving refugees;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly at its fifty-third session a report on the
follow-up to the present resolution.

73rd plenary meeting
16 December 1997

C

ASSISTANCE FOR THE RECONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT
OF EL SALVADOR

The General Assembly,

Considering the resolutions recognizing the importance
of international cooperation for El Salvador and urging
Member States and international institutions to continue to
provide assistance to the Government of El Salvador in
consolidating peace, democracy and development in the
country, particularly resolutions 50/58 C of 12 December 1993
and 51/199 of 17 December 1996,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on
assistance for the reconstruction and development of El
Salvador,'® which describes activities undertaken with a view
to achieving those goals, and the report of the Secretary-
General on the assessment of the peace process in El
Salvador,’® which stresses the implementation of the
commitments laid down in the Peace Agreements and the
progress and profound transformation that have taken place in
the country since 1992,

Noting with satisfaction the renewed expression by the
Government of El Salvador and all political forces of their
political will to consolidate peace and development in a
complex context and the efforts to develop programmes and
projects of economic and social benefit aimed at the
maintenance and consolidation of peace, the strengthening of
democracy and sustainable development,

Recognizing that the reintegration of former combatants
and demobilized members of the armed forces continues to be
one of the most complex aspects of the social and economic
commitments and that the sustainability of any such
programme is linked to broader challenges, such as poverty
relief, employment generation, social integration, public
security and efficient, transparent and speedy administration of
justice,

13 A/52/433.
15 A/51/917.
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Recognizing also that, in spite of national efforts and the
support given by the international community, the
implementation of priority political, economic, social and
environmental programmes and projects in the process of
consolidating peace continues to be affected by, inter alia, the
limited availability of financial resources, delays in the
disbursement of internal and external funds, lack of continuity,
deficiencies in the implementation of other initiatives having
an impact on the implementation of a number of projects and
by the special characteristics of a complex process,

1. Takes note with approval of the reports of the
Secretary-General;

2. Again expresses its gratitude to the organs,
organizations, funds and programmes of the United Nations
system, to the donor community and to international
development and financing institutions, both governmental
and non-governmental, for the techmical and financial
assistance they have provided to El Salvador to execute
programmes and projects for the implementation of the social
and economic commitments and the strengthening of
democracy, in support of and as a complement to efforts to
consolidate peace;

3. Reaffirms that the continuation of programmes for the
strengthening of democratic institutions and the promotion of
sustainable development constitute the collective goals,
aspirations and needs of the country in maintaining and
advancing the consolidation of peace, democracy and
sustainable development in El Salvador;

4. Urges the Government of El Salvador and all
political forces to make every effort to support the
development of medium-term and long-term national
programmes and strategies, particularly social welfare projects,
designed to improve the lives of the most vulnerable segments
of the population;

5. Recognizes the need to continue to respond to the
situation in El Salvador and the need for international support
and cooperation as a complement to national efforts to
promote the consolidation of a fully democratic State;

6. Reaffirms that external cooperation plays an
important role in the consolidation of the peace process, the
strengthening of democracy and sustainable development in El
Salvador, and consequently appeals to the international
community, particularly to the relevant organs of the United
Nations system, international financial organizations and donor
countries, which have contributed so much to the profound
changes achieved in El Salvador, to continue to provide
political, technical and financial support for achieving the
goals, aspirations and needs of the Salvadoran nation;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its fifty-fourth session on the
implementation of the present resolution, and decides to
consider at that session the question of assistance and
cooperation for the sustainable development of El Salvador.

73rd plenary meeting
16 December 1997

D

ASSISTANCE FOR THE RECONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT
OF LEBANGN

The General Assembly,
Recaliling its decision 48/450 of 21 December 1993,

Also recalling Economic and Social Council resolutions
in which the Council called upon the specialized agencies and
other organizations and bodies of the United Nations system to
expand and intensify their programmes of assistance in
response to the urgent needs of Lebanon,

Reaffirming Economic and Social Council resolution
1996/32 of 25 July 1996 and General Assembly resolution
51/30 C of 5 December 1996,

Aware of the magnitude of the requirements of Lebanon
resulting from the extensive destruction of its infrastructure,
which is impeding national rehabilitation and reconstruction
efforts and adversely affecting economic and social conditions,

Reaffirming the pressing need to continue to assist the
Government of Lebanon in the reconstruction of the country
and the recovery of its human and economic potential,

1. Appeals to all Member States and all organizations of
the United Nations system to intensify their efforts with a view
to considering an increase of all forms of support, including
financial grants and soft loans given for the reconstruction and
development of Lebanon, in particular, donor countries are
requested to consider playing a full part in the consultative
group to be established on the rehabilitation and reconstruction
of Lebanon;

2. Calls upon all organizations and programmes of the
United Nations system to support governmental requirements
for national capacity-building and institutional renewal in the
areas of social reconstruction and development, environmental
management, public services provision and support for private-
sector development, and for implementing priority field-based
programmes in the rehabilitation and reintegration of displaced
persons and in the reconstruction and development of
Baalbeck-Hermel and the south Lebanon region;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its fifty-third session on the
implementation of the present resolution.

73rd plenary meeting
16 December 1997

E

ASSISTANCE FOR THE REHABILITATION AND
RECONSTRUCTION OF LIBERIA

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 45/232 of 21 December 1990,
46/147 of 17 December 1991, 47/154 of 18 December 1992,
48/197 of 21 December 1993, 49/21 E of 20 December 1994,
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50/58 A of 12 December 1995 and 51/30 B of 5 December
1996,

Taking note of the statement by the President of the
Security Council of 30 July 1997"*¢ in which the Council, inter
alia, welcomed the successful holding of presidential and
legislative elections in Liberia on 19 July 1997, and noted with
satisfaction the declaration in the joint certification statement
by the Secretary-General and the Chairman of the
Economic Community of West African States that the
electoral process had been free, fair and credible and that the
outcome of the elections reflected the will of the Liberian
people,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General, "’

Commending the Liberian people on their courage,
determination and resolve in proceeding with the elections
under difficult circumstances,

Commending also the concerted and determined efforts
of the Economic Community of West African States, the
Organization of African Unity and the United Nations in
restoring peace, security and stability in Liberia,

1. Expresses its gratitude to all States and
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations for
their assistance and support for the Liberian peace process, and
urges that such assistance be continued;

2. Calls upon all States and intergovernmental and non-
governmental crganizations to focus attention on the need to
provide continued support to Liberia following the successful
completion of the peace process so as to promote a culture of
sustained peace in Liberia;

3. Also calls upon all States and intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations to provide assistance to
Liberia in keeping with the "Agenda for Rebuilding Liberia"
as submitted by the Government of Liberia during the fourth
Ministerial Meeting of the ad hoc Special Conference on
Liberia, held at United Nations Headquarters on 3 October
1997 under the chairmanship of the Secretary-General;'*

4, Urges the Government of Liberia to establish
conditions essential to the democratic socio-economic
development of Liberia, including the return and reintegration
of refugees, displaced persons and demobilized soldiers, by
honouring its pronouncement to uphold the rule of law,
national reconciliation and the promotion of human rights as
a national policy;

5. Commends the Secretary-General for his continuing
efforts to mobilize relief and rehabilitation assistance for
Liberia, and requests him:

13 S/PRST/1997/41; see Resolutions and Decisions of the Security
Council, 1997.

137 A/52/678.
3% See Official Records of the Security Council, Fifty-second Year,

Supplement for October, November and December 1997, document
$/1997/817.

(a) To continue his efforts to mobilize all possible
assistance within the United Nations system to help the
Government of Liberia in its efforts towards reconstruction
and development of Liberia, including the return and

reintegration of refugees, dispiaced persons and demobilized
soldiers;

(b) To undertake, as soon as possible, in close
collaboration with the Government of Liberia, an overall
assessment of needs, with the objective of holding a round-
table conference of donors for the reconstruction and
development of Liberia;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its fifty-third session on the progress
made in the implementation of the present resolution,;

7. Decides to consider at its fifty-third session the
question of international assistance for the rehabilitation and
reconstruction of Liberia.

73rd plenary meeting
16 December 1997

F
EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE TO THE SUDAN
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 43/8 of 18 October 1988 and
43/52 of 6 December 1988, 44/12 of 24 October 1989, 45/226
of 21 December 1990, 46/178 of 19 December 1991, 47/162
of 18 December 1992, 48/200 of 21 December 1993, 49/21 K
of 20 December 1994, 50/58 J of 22 December 1995 and 51/30
I of 17 December 1996 on assistance to the Sudan,

Noting the declining contributions to the 1997
consolidated inter-agency appeal for Operation Lifeline Sudan
despite the progress made in the Operation, and noting also
that considerable relief needs still remain to be addressed, in
particular in the areas of non-food assistance, including
assistance to combat malaria, and for logistics, emergency
recovery, rehabilitation and development,

Recognizing the need in emergency situations to address
the continuum of relief, rehabilitation and development so as
to reduce dependence on external food aid and other relief
services,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General,'®

1. Acknowledges with appreciation the cooperation by
the Government of the Sudan with the United Nations,
including the agreements and arrangements achieved to
facilitate relief operations towards improvement of United
Nations assistance to affected areas, and encourages the
continuation of that cooperation;

2. Stresses the need for Operation Lifeline Sudan to be
operated with a view to ensuring its efficiency, transparency

139 A/52/525.
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and effectiveness, with the full participation of the
Government of the Sudan in its management and operation,
including the conduct of assessment, allocation, distribution
and evaluation processes, as well as consultations in the
preparation of the consolidated annual inter-agency appeal for
the Operation;

3. Stresses also that Operation Lifeline Sudan should
operate within the principle of national sovereignty and the
framework of international cooperation in accordance with
relevant national and international law;

4. Calls upon the international community to continue
to contribute generously to the emergency needs, recovery and
development of the country;

5. Urges the international community to give priority to
assistance for the rehabilitation of roads, railways and airports
and to the provision of means of road transport in order to
facilitate relief supplies to the affected areas;

6. Calls upon the donor community and the
organizations of the United Nations system to provide
financial, technical and medical assistance, guided by the
actions called for by the General Assembly in its relevant
resolutions to combat malaria and other epidemics in the
Sudan;

7. Takes note of and is encouraged by the signing in
April 1997 of the Peace Agreement between the Government
of the Sudan and many factions of the rebel movement for the
achievement of peace in the Sudan, and is also encouraged by
the joint announcement by the Government and the remaining
faction of the rebel movement that they are engaged in peace
talks, scheduled to resume in early 1998 under the auspices of
the Intergovernmental Authority on Development of the
countries of the Horn of Africa, and the acceptance by the
parties of the Declaration of Principles as the basis for
consultation and negotiation so as to establish durable peace
and stability in the country and to facilitate relief supplies;

8. Urges the international community to support the
programmes of rehabilitation, settlement and integration of
returnees, refugees and internally displaced persons;

9. Stresses the importance of assuring safe access for
personnel providing relief assistance to all in need and the
importance of strict observance of the principles and
guidelines of Operation Lifeline Sudan;

10. Urges all parties involved to continue to offer all
feasible assistance, including facilitating the movement of
relief supplies and personnel, so as to guarantee maximum
success of Operation Lifeline Sudan in all affected parts of the
country, with special emphasis on national capacity-building
in the humanitarian field for governmental and non-
governmental organizations;

11, Also urges all the parties to the conflict to desist
from using anti-personnel mines, and calls upon the
international community to refrain from supplying mines to the
parties to the conflict and to provide the Government of the

Sudan with financial and techmical assistance in mine
clearance;

12. Reguests the Secretary-General to continue to
mobilize and coordinate resources and support for Operation
Lifeline Sudan and to report on the emergency situation in the
affected areas and the recovery, rehabilitation and
development of the country to the General Assembly at its
fifty-third session.

73rd plenary meetin
16 December 199

G

INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE TO AND COOPERATION WITH
THE ALLIANCE FOR THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
OF CENTRAL AMERICA

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming the resolutions in which it emphasizes and
acknowledges the importance of international, bilateral and
multilateral economic, financial and technical support,
cooperation and assistance for peacekeeping and post-conflict
peace-building in Central America, in particular its resolutions
50/58 B of 12 December 1995 and 50/132 of 20 December
1995, which provide a frame of reference for international
assistance to and cooperation with the Alliance for the
Sustainable Development of Central America,'* in support of
national efforts to make the region a zone of peace, freedom,
democracy and development,

Considering the relevant resolutions on assistance for
mine clearance and the need to eliminate all mines and other
unexploded devices in Central America with a view to
restoring normal conditions for comprehensive development
throughout the region,

Reaffirming that advances in consolidating democracy,
sustainable development, justice and social equity, taking into
account the gender perspective and regional integration, are
mutually reinforcing dynamic objectives which are
indispensable to a firm and lasting peace in Central America,

Stressing the importance of the new programme for the
sustainable development of Central America and the setting of
national and regional priorities in the political, economic,
social, cultura} and environmental spheres and in the areas of
public security and regional integration,

Stressing also the importance and effectiveness of the
commitments undertaken by the Central American Presidents
at various regional summit meetings, in particular those which
constitute the global framework for promoting and
consolidating peace, democracy and sustainable development
in Central America,

140 See A/49/580-S/1994/1217, annex I; see Official Records of the
Security Council, Forty-ninth Year, Supplement for October,
November and December 1994, document S/1994/1217.
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Reaffirming the need to continue focusing attention on
the situation in Central America in support of regional efforts
to overcome the underlying causes of the conflicts and to
continue strengthening the process aimed at consolidating a
firm and lasting peace in the region,

Recognizing the valuable and effective contribution made
by the organs, organizations and programmes of the United
Nations system and by the various governmental and non-
governmental mechanisms, the donor community and the
Regional Consultative Group for Central America of the Inter-
American Development Bank and the importance of the
political dialogue and cooperation taking place between the
European Union and Central America and the joint initiative
of the industrialized countries of the Group of Twenty-four
and the Group of Three (Colombia, Mexico and Venezuela) in
the progress made towards consolidating peace, democracy
and sustainable development in Central America and in the
implementation of the new regional development programme,

1. Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the
Secretary-General on international assistance to and
cooperation with the Alliance for the Sustainable Development
of Central America;'"!

2. Emphasizes the importance of supporting and
strengthening the new programme for international economic,
financial and technical cooperation and assistance for Central
America geared to the new circumstances in the region and
based on the priorities laid down in the new sustainable
development programme for the region;

3. Notes with satisfaction the efforts and achievemenis
relating to mine clearance in Central America, and appeals to
the organs of the United Nations system and to the
international community, and in particular to the Secretary-
General, to continue providing the material, technical and
financial support needed by the Central American
Governments to complete mine-clearance activities in the
region, including those activities among the priorities of the
new programme of international assistance to and cooperation
with Central America;

4, Stresses the importance of international economic,
financial and technical cooperation and assistance, both
bilateral and multilateral, in supporting the efforts of the
Central American Governments to implement the new
programme for the sustainable development of the region;

5. Welcomes the establishment in 1996 of the new
subregional cooperation programme in Central America of the
United Nations Development Programme focusing on peace
and democratic governance, strengthening of the rule of law,
economic and social development and the environment and
sustainable development, and recognizes the importance of the
support provided by the Global Environment Facility for the
implementation of the commitments undertaken by the Central
American countries in international conventions on the
environment;

W A/52/297.

6. Notes with satisfaction the signing by the Central

-American Governments of regional conventions on

biodiversity, climate change and natural and man-made forests
and on the prohibition of imports of toxic substances and
waste, and calls upon the international community to continue
supporting the Central American Governments in their efforts
to contimie complying with the commitments they have
undertaken in those conventions;

7. Again stresses the need for the international
community to maintain its cooperation with the Central
American countries and to provide them with the necessary
financial resources, in a sustained manner and on soft terms,
with a view to promoting effectively the economic growth and
development of the region;

8. Supports the decision of the Central American
Governments to concentrate their efforts on the
implementation of updated programmes with strategies for
sustainable human development in previously determined
priority areas, which help to consolidate peace and resolve
social inequalities, extreme poverty and the social explosion;

9. Requests the Secretary-General, the organs,
organizations and programmes of the United Nations system
and all States, international financial institutions and regional
and subregional organizations to continue providing the
support needed to attain the objectives of the new programme
for the sustainable development of Central America;

10. Reguests the -Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its fifty-fourth session on the
implementation of the present resolution;

11. Decides to consider at its fifty-fourth session the
question of international assistance to and cooperation with the
Alliance for the Sustainable Development of Central America.

73rd plenary meeting
16 December 1997

H

ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE TO STATES AFFECTED BY
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL
RESOLUTIONS IMPOSING SANCTIONS ON THE FEDERAL
REPUBLIC OF YUGOSLAVIA

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 48/210 of 21 December 1993,
49/21 A of 2 December 1994, 50/58 E of 12 December 1995
and 51/30 A of 5 December 1996 on economic assistance to
States affected by the implementation of the Security Council
resolutions imposing sanctions on the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on the
implementation of resolution 51/30 A'* and of the conclusions
and recommendations contained therein,
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1. Expresses concern at the persistence of special
economic preblems confronting neighbouring and other States
affected by the consequences of the severance of their
economic relations with the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
during the period when the sanctions were in force and during
the period following the lifting of the sanctions, in view of
their magnitude and adverse impact on the economies of those
States;

- 2. Welcomes the support already given by the
international community to deal with the special economic
problems of the affected States in view of the problems which
the imposition of sanctions has posed;

3. Renews its invitation to all States and the relevant
international organizations, both within and outside the United
Nations system, in particular the international financial
institutions, to continue to take into account the special needs
of the affected States in providing assistance to them during
the transition period following the lifting of the sanctions;

4. Encourages the affected States of the region to
continue the process of multilateral regional cooperation in
such fields as cross-border infrastructure projects and the
promotion of trade and investment, thus alleviating the adverse
impact of the sanctions;

5. Urges the relevant international organizations to take
appropriate steps in order to broaden access for suppliers from
the affected countries and to ensure their active participation
in the process of post-conflict reconstruction and rehabilitation
of the former Yugoslavia;

6. Requesis the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its fifty-fourth session on the
implementation of the present resolution, in order to assess the
situation and to present an analysis of the implementation of
the present resolution, with a view to concluding consideration
of the question.

73rd plenary meetin
16 December 199

I

EMERGENCY INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE FOR PEACE,
NORMALCY AND REHABILITATION IN TAJIKISTAN

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 51/30 J of 25 April 1997,

Recalling also Security Council resolutions 1113 (1997)
of 12 June 1997, 1128 (1997) of 12 September 1997 and 1138
{1997) of 14 November 1997,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General, '

Welcoming the successful conclusion of the inter-Tajik
talks, conducted under United Nations auspices since 1994,
with the signing in Moscow on 27 June 1997 by the President

"3 A/52/500.

of the Republic of Tajikistan and the leader of the United Tajik
Opposition of the General Agreement on the Establishment of
Peace and National Accord in Tajikistan,'* and welcoming
also the progress made by the parties in the implementation of
the General Agreement and the effective maintenance of the
ceasefire between them since December 1996,

Commending the efforts of the United Nations, in
particular those of the Special Representative of the Secretary-
General for Tajikistan and of the personnel of the United
Nations Mission of Observers in Tajikistan, in assisting the
parties in the implementation of the General Agreement,

Noting that, despite the successful conclusion of the inter-
Tajik talks and the efforts of the Government of Tajikistan to
allocate limited resources to returning refugees and displaced
persons, the economic situation in Tajikistan remains bleak
and essential social services are largely dysfunctional, making
a large percentage of the population extremely vulnerable,

Bearing in mind the close interrelationship between
ensuring peace and achieving national reconciliation in
Tajikistan and the ability of the country to meet the
humanitarian needs of its people and to take effective steps
towards the rapid revitalization of the economy, and
reaffirming the urgent need fo assist Tajikistan in its efforts to
restore basic services and the infrastructure of the country,

Expressing concern that the security situation in parts of
Tajikistan remains volatile,

Deeply concerned at the recent attack on the United
Nations and other humanitarian personnel in Tajikistan,

Deeply concerned also about the danger posed by
landmines in Tajikistan,

Welcoming the completion of the voluntary repatriation
of Tajik refugees from northern Afghanistan, and stressing the
importance of ensuring the voluntary return, in safety and
dignity, of all refugees and internally displaced persons to their
places of permanent residence,

Expressing its appreciation to the States, United Nations
and other intergovernmental organizations and all relevant
humanitarian organizations, agencies and non-governmental
organizations, including the International Committee of the
Red Cross, that have responded and continue to respond
positively to the humanitarian needs of Tajikistan,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General,'®
and endorses the observations and recommendations set out
therein;

2. Welcomes the efforts aimed at achieving peace and
national reconciliation in Tajikistan, and encourages the parties
to implement fully the General Agreement on the
Establishment of Peace and National Accord in Tajikistan, '
and also encourages the Commission on National

W A/52/219-8/1997/510, annex 1; see Official Records of the Security
Council, Fifty-second Year, Supplement for July, August and
September 1997, document S/1597/510.
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Reconciliation to continue its efforts aimed at the institution of
a broad dialogue among the various political forces in the
country in the interests of restoration and strengthening of civil
accord in Tajikistan;

3. Welcomes with appreciation the efforts undertaken by
the Secretary-General in drawing the attention of the
international community to the acute humanitarian problems
of Tajikistan and in mobilizing assistance for the
implementation of the General Agreement and the
rehabilitation and reconstruction of the country;

4. Notes that the mandate of the United Nations Mission
of Observers in Tajikistan adopted by the Security Council in
its resolution 1138 (1997) authorizes the Mission to coordinate
United Nations assistance to Tajikistan during the transition
period, and welcomes the intention of the Secretary-General to
appoint the United Nations Resident Coordinator as Deputy
Special Representative of the Secretary-General;'+

5. Welcomes the results of the donor conference
convened by the Secretary-General at Vienna on 24 and 25
November 1997 to obtain international support dedicated to
the implementation of the General Agreement, in particular in
the areas of political reconciliation and democratization, the
demobilization and reintegration of ex-combatants and the
reform of power structures, and the repatriation and
reintegration of refugees and internally displaced persons;

6. Encourages Member States and others concerned to
continue assistance to alleviate the urgent humanitarian needs
of Tajikistan and to offer support for the rehabilitation and
reconsiruction of its economy;

7. Welcomes the intention of the Secretary-General to
prepare a full-scale consolidated inter-agency appeal for
humanitarian assistance to Tajikistan for a period of 12 months
beginning in January 1998,

8. Strongly condemns the recent act of kidnapping of the
United Nations and other humanitarian personnel, and urges
the parties to ensure the safety, security and freedom of
movement of United Nations and other international
humanitarian personnel as well as the safety and security of
their premises;

9. Encourages the parties to cooperate in order to reduce
the threat from the indiscriminate use of landmines to the civil
population of Tajikistan and to the provision of humanitarian
assistance;

10. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to
monitor the humanitarian situation in Tajikistan and to report
to the General Assembly at its fifty-third session on the
progress made in the implementation of the present resolution;

11. Decides to consider at its fifty-third session the
question of the situation in Tajikistan under the item entitled
"Strengthening of the coordination of humanitarian and

S See Official Records of the Security Council, Fifty-second Year,
Supplement for July, August and September 1997, document
§/1997/686, para. 32.

disaster relief assistance of the United Nations, including
special economic assistance”.

73rd plenary meeting
16 December 1997

J
EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE TO MONTSERRAT
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 46/182 of 19 December 1991
and 48/188 of 21 December 1993,

Deeply distressed by the grave situation in Montserrat
caused by the eruptions of the Montsoufriere volcano,

Welcoming the efforts of the Governments of Montserrat
and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
and the States members of the Caribbean Community to assist
the people of Montserrat and to alleviate their suffering,

Noting the response by Governments, the bodies and
agencies of the United Nations system, international and
regional agencies, non-governmental organizations and private
individuals to provide relief,

Welcoming decision 1997/29 of 19 September 1997 of
the Executive Board of the United Nations Development
Programme and of the United Nations Population Fund to
endorse a package of emergency relief measures to be made
available to Montserrat,'*

Recognizing that the magnitude of the disaster and its
long-term effects will require, as a complement to the efforts
being made by the Governments of Montserrat and the United
Kingdom, a further demonstration of international solidarity
and humanitarian concerns to ensure broad multilateral
cooperation in order to meet the emergency situation in
Montserrat,

1. Expresses its solidarity and support to the
Government and people of Montserrat;

2. Expresses its appreciation to those States,
internationa! agencies and non-governmental organizations
that have provided emergency relief to Montserrat;

3, Calls upon all States to contribute generously to the
relief, rehabilitation and reconstruction efforts;

4. Calls upon the United Nations Development
Programme to finalize its proposals for a package of
emergency assistance to Montserrat at the earliest possible
time;

5. Calls upon the Secretary-General to monitor the
situation in Montserrat with a view to assessing the ecological
and development impacts of the continuing volcanic eruptions
as well as to assisting in the long-term needs of

146 See DP/1998/1, paras. 193-196.
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Montserratians, including the needs of evacuees and their
rehabilitation;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly at its fifty-third session a report on the
situation referred to in paragraph 5 above and on the progress
made with the relief and rehabilitation efforts.

73rd plenary meetin
16 December 199
K
ASSISTANCE FOR THE RECONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT
OF DJIBOUTI
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 51/30 E of 5 December 1996 and
its previous resolutions on economic assistance to Djibouti,

Recalling also the Paris Declaration and the Programme
of Action for the Least Developed Countries for the 1990s,'3
adopted by the Second United Nations Conference on the
Least Developed Countries on 14 September 1990, as well as
the mutual commitments undertaken on that occasion and the
importance attached to the follow-up to that Conference,

Noting that the economic and social development efforts
of Dijibouti are constrained by the extremes of the local
climate, in particular cyclical droughts and torrential rains and
floods such as those that occurred in 1989, 1994 and, more
recently, in October and November 1997, and that the
implementation of reconstruction and development
programmes, as well as of the demobilization programme,
requires the deployment of substantial resources which exceed
the real capacity of the country,

Conscious that Djibouti is included in the list of least
developed countries and that it is ranked 162nd out of the 175
countries studied in the Human Development Report 1997,

Noting that the sitnation in Djibouti has been made worse
by the deteriorating situation in the Horn of Africa and in
particular in Somalia, and noting also the presence of tens of
thousands of refugees and persons displaced from their
countries, which has placed serious strains on the fragile
economic, social and administrative infrastructure of Djibouti
and caused security problems in the country, in particular in
the city of Djibouti,

Noting with concern that a number of priority projects
have been suspended because of the decline in financial
resources and because of the devastating effects of the
incessant conflicts in the region,

Emphasizing that there is an urgent need to provide
financial support in the areas of demobilization, reconstruction

47 Published for the United Nations Development Programme by
Oxford University Press, New York, 1997,

and rehabilitation of the regions affected by civil strife, with a
view to strengthening peace and stability in the country,

Noting with satisfaction that the Government of Djibouti
has begun to implement a structural adjustment programme,
and convinced of the necessity to support that financial
recovery programme and to take effective measures to
alleviate the consequences, in particular the social
consequences, of the adjustment policy being implemented, so
that the country may achieve lasting economic results,

Noting with gratitude the support provided to relief and
rehabilitation operations by various countries and by
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General, '

1. Declares its solidarity with the Government and
people of Djibouti, who continue to face critical challenges
owing, in particular, to the scarcity of natural resources and the
continuing critical situation in the Hom of Africa, especially
in Somalia;

2. Welcomes the implementation by the Government of
Djibouti of the structural adjustment programme and, in that
context, appeals to all Governments, international financial
institutions, the specialized agencies of the United Nations
system and non-governmental organizations to respond in an
appropriate manner, as a matter of urgency, to the financial
and material needs of the country;

3. Expresses its gratitude to the States and
intergovernmental and international organizations which
pledged to provide financial and material assistance at the
round table on Djibouti which was held at Geneva on 29 and
30 May 1997,

4. Considers that implementation of the demobilization
programme and of the national rehabilitation plan and
reinforcement of democratic institutions require appropriate
assistance in the form of financial and material support;

5. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
for his efforts to make the international community aware of
the difficulties faced by Djibouti;

6. Reguests the Secretary-General to continue, in close
cooperation with the Government of Djibouti, his efforts to
mobilize the resources necessary for an effective programme
of financial, technical and material assistance to Djibouti;

7. Also reguests the Secretary-General to prepare a study
of the progress made with regard to economic assistance to
Dijibouti, in time for the question to be considered by the
General Assembly at its fifty-third session.

73rd plenary meeting
16 December 1997

8 A/52/434,
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L

ASSISTANCE FOR HUMANITARIAN RELIEF AND THE ECONOMIC
AND SOCIAL REHABILITATION OF SOMALIA

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 43/206 of 20 December 1988,
44/178 of 19 December 1989, 45/229 of 21 December 1990,
46/176 of 19 December 1991, 47/160 of 18 December 1992,
48/201 of 21 December 1993, 49/21 L of 20 December 1994,
50/58 G of 20 December 1995 and 51/30 G of 13 December
1996 and the resolutions and decisions of the Economic and
Social Council on emergency assistance to Somalia,

Recalling also Security Council resolution 733 (1992) of
23 January 1992 and all subsequent relevant resolutions, in
which the Council, inter alia, urged all parties, movements and
factions in Somalia to facilitate the efforts of the United
Nations, its specialized agencies and humanitarian
organizations to provide urgent humanitarian assistance to the
affected population in Somalia and reiterated the call for the
full respect of the security and safety of the personnel of those
organizations and the guarantee of their complete freedom of
movement in and around Mogadishu and other parts of
Somalia,

Noting the cooperation between the United Nations, the
Organization of African Unity, the League of Arab States, the
European Union, the Organization of the Islamic Conference,
the countries of the Intergovernmental Authority on
Development, the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries and
others in their efforts to resolve the humanitarian, security and
political crisis in Somalia,

Noting with appreciation the continued efforts made by
the Secretary-General to assist the Somali people in their
efforts to promote peace, stability and national reconciliation,

Noting with concern that the absence of central authority
and effective civil institutions that characterizes Somalia
continues to impede sustained comprehensive development
and that, while the environment has become conducive to
some reconstruction and development-oriented work in certain
parts of the country, the humanitarian and security situation
has remained fragile in other parts,

Deeply concerned that intermittent drought and heavy
rains which caused river flooding and consequent severe
devastation, coupled with the dire economic situation and
persistent civil conflict, have seriously impaired the traditional
coping mechanisms of the people in some parts of Somalia and
have aggravated the increasingly fragile food security situation
in the country, worsening the overall humanitarian situation,

Welcoming the joint strategy for efficient and targeted
assistance and the framework for collaboration developed and
adopted by the United Nations and non-governmental
organizations, and reaffirming the importance it attaches to the
need for effective coordination and cooperation among the
United Nations agencies and their partners,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on
assistance for humanitarian relief and the economic and social
rehabilitation of Somalia,'#

Deeply appreciative of the humanitarian assistance and
rehabilitation support rendered by a number of States to
alleviate the hardship and suffering of the affected Somali
population,

Recognizing that, while the humanitarian situation
remains fragile in some parts, there is a need to continue the
ongoing rehabilitation and reconstruction process alongside the
national reconciliation process, without prejudice to the
provision of emergency relief assistance wherever and
whenever required, as security allows,

Noting with appreciation the efforts of the United
Nations system aimed at working directly with Somali
communities, whenever possible, in the absence of a
recognized national government, and welcoming the
continuing focus of the United Nations, in partnership with
Somali elders, other local leaders and skilled local counterparts
at the grass-roots level, as well as non-governmental
organizations, on a programme of assistance combining
humanitarian and developmental approaches, given the
varying conditions in different areas,

Re-emphasizing the importance of the further
implementation of its resolution 47/160 to rehabilitate basic
social and economic services at local and regional levels
throughout the country,

1. Expresses its gratitude to all States and the
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations that
have responded to the appeals of the Secretary-General and
others by extending assistance to Somalia;

2. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
for his continuing and tireless efforts to mobilize assistance to
the Somali people;

3. Welcomes the ongoing efforts of the United Nations,
the Organization of African Unity, the League of Arab States,
the European Union, the Organization of the Islamic
Conference, the countries of the Intergovernmental Authority
on Development, the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries
and others to resolve the situation in Somalia;

4. Also welcomes the strategy of the United Nations
focusing on the implementation of community-based
interventions aimed at rebuilding local infrastructures and
increasing the self-reliance of the local population, and the
ongoing efforts by the United Nations agencies, their Somali
counterparts and their partner organizations to establish and
maintain close coordination and cooperation mechanisms
available for the implementation of relief, rehabilitation and
reconstruction programmes;

5. Emphasizes the principle that the Somali people, in
particular at the local level, have the primary responsibility for
their own development and for the sustainability of
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rehabilitation and reconstruction assistance programmes, and:"
reaffirms the importance it attaches to the creation of workable -

arrangements for collaboration between the United Nations
system and its partner organizations and their Somali
counterparts for the effective execution of rehabilitation and
development activities in those parts of the country where
peace and security prevail,

6. Urges all States and intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations concerned to continue the further
implementation of its resolution 47/160 so as to assist the
Somali people to embark on the rehabilitation of basic social
and economic services, as well as institution-building aimed at
the restoration of civil adnunistration at the local level in all
those parts of the country where peace and security prevail;

7. Appeals to all States and relevant intergovernmental
and non-governmenial organizations to provide emergency
disaster relief assistance, including food, medical and shelter
supplies, as well as logistical support facilities to reach the
segment of the population affected by the recent severe floods,
to rescue those stranded by water and to curb the impact of
potential heaith and economic consequences;

8. Also appeals to all the Somali parties concerned to
seek peaceful means for resolving differences and to redouble
their efforts to achieve national reconciliation that allows for
transition from relief to reconstruction and development;

9. Calls upon all parties, movements and factions in
Somalia to respect fully the security and safety of personnel of
the United Nations and its specialized agencies and of non-
governmental organizations, and to guarantee their complete
freedom of movement throughout the country;

10. Calis upon the Secretary-General to continue to
mobilize international humanitarian, rehabilitation and
reconstruction assistance for Somalia;

11. Calls upon the international community to provide
continuing and increased assistance in response to the United
Nations Consolidated Inter-Agency Appeal for relief,
rehabilitation and reconstruction assistance for Somalia
covering the period from October 1997 to December 1998;

12. Requests the Secretary-General, in view of the
critical situation in Somalia, to take all necessary measures for
the implementation of the present resolution, and to report
thereon to the General Assembly at its fifty-third session.

73rd plenary meeting
16 December 1997

M

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION AND COORDINATION FOR THE
HUMAN AND ECOLOGICAL REHABILITATION AND ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT OF THE SEMIPALATINSK REGION OF
KAZAKHSTAN

The General Assembly,

Recognizing that the Semipalatinsk nuclear testing
ground, inherited by Kazakhstan and closed in 1991, has

become a matter of serious concern for the people and
Government of Kazakhstan with regard to its consequences for
the lives and health of the people, especially children, as well
as for the environment of the region,

Conscious that the international community should pay
due aftention to the issue of the human, ecological and socio-
economic dimensions of the situation in the Semipalatinsk
region,

Recognizing the need to coordinate national and
international efforts aimed at the rehabilitation of the health of
the affected population and the environment in this region,

Bearing in mind the need for know-how in minimizing
and mitigating radiological, health, socio-economic,
psychological and environmental problems in the
Semipalatinsk region,

Recalling the Almaty Declaration' of the heads of the
Central Asian States of 28 February 1997, proclaiming 1998
as the Year of Eavironmental Protection in the region of
Central Asia,

1. Stresses the need for greater attention and extra
efforts with regard to the Semipalatinsk region and its
population;

2. Requests the Secretary-General, in cooperation with
interested Governments and relevant organizations and
agencies, to compile a report on the humanitarian situation in
the Semipalatinsk region in order to assist the Government of
Kazakhstan in the formulation of a recommended overall
action plan to address the humanitarian, ecological and
economic problems and needs of the region;

3. Urges the international community to provide
assistance in the formulation and implementation of special
programmes and projects of freatment and care for the affected
population in the Semipalatinsk region;

4, Invites all States, relevant multilateral financial
organizations and other entities of the international
community, including non-governmental organizations, to
share their knowledge and experience in order to contribute to
the human and ecological rehabilitation and economic
development of the Semipalatinsk region;

5. Invites all Member States, relevant organs and
organizations of the United Nations system, including the
funds and programmes, to participate in the rehabilitation of
the health of the affected population and the ecosystem of the
Semipalatinsk region;

6. Decides to consider at its fifty-third session the
humanitarian situation in the Semipalatinsk region under the
item entitled "Strengthening of the coordination of
humanitarian and disaster relief assistance of the United
Nations, including special economic assistance”.

73rd plenary meeting
16 December 1997

150 A/52/112, annex.
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52/170. Assistance to the Palestinian people « '
The General Assembly, ' ‘ '
Recalling its resolution 51/150 of 13 December‘l‘996,v
Recalling also previous resolutions on the question,

Welcoming the signing of the Declaration of Principles
on Interim Self-Government Arrangements of 1993 between
the Government of the State of Israel and the Palestine
Liberation Organization, the representative of the Palestinian
people,'” as well as the signing of the subsequent
implementation agreements, including the Interim Agreement
on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip of 1995,'%

Gravely concerned about the difficult economic and
employment conditions facing the Palestinian people
throughout the occupied territory,

Conscious of the urgent need for improvement in the
economic and social infrastructure of the occupied territory
and the living conditions of the Palestinian people,

Aware that development is difficult under occupation and
best promoted in circumstances of peace and stability,

Noting, in the light of recent developments in the peace
process, the great economic and social challenges facing the
Palestinian people and their leadership,

Conscious of the urgent necessity for international
assistance to the Palestinian people, taking into account the
Palestinian priorities,

Noting the convening of the United Nations Seminar on
Assistance to the Palestinian People, "Palestinian Human
Development Needs",'” held at Amman from 20 to 22 May
1997,

Stressing the need for the full engagement of the United
Nations in the process of building Palestinian institutions and
in providing broad assistance to the Palestinian people,
including assistance in the fields of elections, police training
and public administration,

Noting the appointment by the Secretary-General in June
1994 of the United Nations Special Coordinator in the
Occupied Territories,

Welcoming the results of the Conference to Support
Middle East Peace, convened in Washington, D.C., on 1
October 1993, and the establishment of the Ad Hoc Liaison
Committee and the work being done by the World Bank as its

131 A/48/486-S/26560, annex; see Official Records of the Security
Council, Forty-eighth Year, Supplement for October, November and
December 1993, document S/26560.

132 A/51/889-8/1997/357, annex; see Official Records of the Security
Council, Fifty-second Year, Supplement for April, May and June
1997, document S/1997/357.
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seécretariat, as well as the establishment of the consultative
group,

Welcoming also the establishment by the Ad Hoc Liaison
Committee of the Joint Liaison Committee, which provides a
forum in which economic policy and practical matters related
to doner assistance are discussed with the Palestinian
Authority,

Welcoming further the meeting of the consultative group
in Paris on 19 and 20 November 1996, at which the proposed
programme of United Nations assistance for 1997 was
presented to the donor community,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General,’*
1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General;'**

2, Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
for his rapid response and efforts regarding assistance to the
Palestinian people;

3. Also expresses its appreciation to the Member States,
United Nations bodies and intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations that have provided and continue
to provide assistance to the Palestinian people;

4, Stresses the importance of the work done by the
United Nations Special Coordinator in the Occupied
Territories and of the steps taken under the auspices of the
Secretary-General to ensure the achievement of a coordinated
mechanism for United Nations activities throughout the
occupied territories;

5. Urges Member States, international financial
institutions of the United Nations systern, intergovernmental
and non-governmental organizations and regional and
interregional organizations to extend, as rapidly and as
generously as possible, economic and social assistance to the
Palestinian people in order to assist in the development of the
West Bank and Gaza, and to do so in close cooperation with
the Palestine Liberation Organization and through official
Palestinian institutions;

6. Calls upon relevant organizations and agencies of the
United Nations system to intensify their assistance in response
to the urgent needs of the Palestinian people in accordance
with the Palestinian priorities set forth by the Palestinian
Authority, with emphasis on national execution and capacity-
building;

7. Urges Member States to open their markets to exports
from the West Bank and Gaza and on the most favourable
terms, consistent with appropriate trading rules;

8. Calls upon the international donor community to
expedite the delivery of pledged assistance to the Palestinian
people to meet their urgent needs;

9. Suggests the convening in 1998 of a United Nations-
sponsored seminar on the Palestinian economy;

154 A/52/159-E/1997/69.
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10. Reguests the Secretary-General to submit a report
to the General Assembly at its fifty-third session, through the
Economic and Social Council, on the implementation of the
present resolution, containing:

(a) An assessment of the assistance actually received by
the Palestinian people;

(b) An assessment of the needs still unmet and specific
proposals for responding effectively to them;

11. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session, under the item entitled "Strengthening of
the coordination of humanitarian and disaster relief assistance
of the United Nations, including special economic assistance",
the sub-item entitled "Assistance to the Palestinian people".

73rd plenary meeting
16 December 1997

52/171. Participation of volunteers, "White Helmets", in
activities of the United Nations in the field of
humanitarian relief, rehabilitation and technical
cooperation for development

The General Assembly,

Reagffirming its resolutions 49/139 B of 20 December
1994 and 50/19 of 28 November 1995,

Reaffirming also its resolutions 46/182 of 19 December
1991, 47/168 of 22 December 1992, 48/57 of 14 December
1993, 49/139 A and B of 20 December 1994, 50/57 of 12
December 1995 and 51/194 of 17 December 1996 and
Economic and Social Council resolutions 1995/56 of 28 July
1995 and 1996/33 of 25 July 1996,

Recognizing that the success of the international
community in addressing the growing magnitude and
complexity of natural disasters and other humanitarian
emergencies depends not only on the formulation of a well-
coordinated global response but also in the promotion of a
smooth transition from relief to rehabilitation, reconstruction
and development,

Bearing in mind that prevention, preparedness and
contingency planning for emergencies at a global level depend,
for the most part, on the strengthened local and national
response capacities as well as on the availability of financial
resources, both domestic and international,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General,'*
prepared in pursuance of its resolution 50/19, on the
participation of volunteers, "White Helmets", in activities of
the United Nations in the field of humanitarian relief,
rehabilitation and technical cooperation for development;

2. Encourages voluntary national and regional actions
aimed at making available to the United Nations system,
through the United Nations Volunteers, national volunteer
corps such as the White Helmets on a standby basis, in

35 AI52/586.

-accordance with accepted United Nations procedures and

practices, in order to provide specialized human and technical

- resources for emergency relief and rehabilitation;

3. Expresses its appreciation for the commendable
progress of the White Helmets initiative as another voluntary
international effort to provide the United Nations system with
volunteer expertise to respond, in 2 quick and coordinated
manner, to humanitarian relief, rehabilitation, reconstruction
and development, while preserving the non-political, neutral
and impartial character of humanitarian action;

4. Recognizes that the White Helmets, as an operational
partner of the United Nations Volunteers, are an efficient and
viable mechanism for making pre-identified and trained
homogenous teams available to the United Nations system, in
support of immediate relief, rehabilitation, reconstruction and
development activities, in the light of the increasing number
and growing magnitude and complexity of natural disasters
and other emergencies;

5. Calls upon States to promote the facilitation of
cooperative actions between the United Nations system and the
civil society, through naticnal volunteer corps, in order to
strengthen the United Nations capacities for early and effective
response to humanitarian emergencies;

6. Encourages States to identify and support their
respective national focal points for the White Helmets in order
to continue to provide the United Nations system with an
accessible global network of rapid response facilities in case of
humanitarian emergencies;

7. Invites States and the United Nations system to
consider ways and means to ensure the integration of the
White Helmets initiative inte their programme activities,
particularly those related to humanitarian and disaster relief
assistance;

8. Invites the Secretary-General to consider the potential
use of White Helmets as a resource for preventing and
mitigating the effects of emergencies and post-conflict
humanitarian emergencies and, in this context, to maintain an
adequate structure for the White Helmets liaison functions,
taking into account the ongoing reforms process;

9. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its fifty-fourth session, under the item
entitled "Strengthening of the coordination of humanitarian
and disaster relief assistance of the United Nations, including
special economic assistance", on the actions taken in line with
the present resolution.

73rd plenary meeting
16 December 1997

52/1°72. Strengthening of international cooperation and
coordination of efforts to study, mitigate and
minimize the consequences of the Chernobyl
disaster

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming its resolutions 45/190 of 21 December 1990,
46/150 of 18 December 1991, 47/165 of 18 December 1992,
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48/206 of 21 December 1993 and 50/134 of 20 December
1995, and taking note of the decisions adopted by the organs,
organizations and programmes of the United Nations system
in the implementation of those resolutions,

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolutions
1990/50 of 13 July 1990, 1991/51 of 26 July 1991 and
1992/38 of 30 July 1992 and Council decision 1993/232 of 22
July 1993,

Noting with appreciation the contribution made by States
and by organizations of the United Nations system to the
development of cooperation to mitigate and minimize the
consequences of the Chernoby! disaster, and the activities of
regional and other organizations, in particular the Commission
of the European Communities, as well as bilateral activities
and those of non-governmental organizations,

Welcoming the commitments made by Member States in
the Programme for the Further Implementation of Agenda
21,'* to intensify cooperation, infer alia, in the prevention and
reduction of major technological and other disasters with an
adverse impact on the environment and in disaster relief and
post-disaster rehabilitation in order to enhance the capabilities
of affected countries to cope with such situations, and
welcoming also commitments made in response to the appeal
of the Secretary-General on the occasion of the tenth
anniversary of the Chernoby! nuclear power plant accident,

Conscious of the long-term nature of the consequences of
the disaster at the Chernobyl nuclear power plant, which was
a major technological catastrophe in terms of its scope and
created humanitarian, environmental, social, economic and
health consequences and problems of common concern,
requiring for their solution wide and active international
cooperation and coordination of efforts in this field at the
international and national levels,

Expressing profound concern about the ongoing effects
on the lives and health of people, in particular children, in the
affected areas of Belarus, the Russian Federation and Ukraine,
as well as in othe~ countries affected by the Chernobyl disaster,

Taking into consideration the findings and outcome of
the United Nations needs-assessment mission to the affected
areas of Belarus, the Russian Federation and Ukraine in May
1997, as well as the conclusions and recommendations of the
United Nations-sponsored international seminar on the theme
"Chernoby! and beyond: humanitarian assistance to victims of
technological disasters", held in Moscow in May 1997,

Noting the readiness of Ukraine in principle to close the
Chernobyl nuclear power plant by 2000, bearing in mind the
need for adequate support from relevant countries and
international organizations for that purpose,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General
concerning the implementation of resolution 50/134,'"

156 Resolution S-19/2, annex.
BT AJ52/537.

1. Requests the Secretary-General to continue his efforts
in the implementation of the relevant General Assembly

- resolutions and, through existing coordination mechanisms, in

particular the United Nations Coordinator of International
Cooperation on Chernobyl, to continue to maintain close
cooperation with the agencies of the United Nations system, as
well as with regional and other relevant organizations, with a
view to encouraging the regular exchange of information,
cooperation and coordination of multilateral and bilateral
efforts in those areas, while implementing programmes and
specific projects, inter alia, in the framework of relevant
agreements and arrangements;

2. Invites States, in particular donor States, relevant
multilateral financial institutions and other concerned parties
of the international community, including non-governmental
organizations, to continue to provide support to the ongoing
efforts made by Belarus, the Russian Federation and Ukraine
to mitigate the consequences of the Chernobyl disaster;

3. Welcomes the decision of the heads of State and
Government of the seven major industrial States and the
European Union, adopted at Denver, United States of America,
in June 1997, regarding assistance in securing the
environmental safety of the sarcophagus covering the remains
of the destroyed Chernobyl reactor and the allocation of 300
million United States dollars for a shelter implementation plan;

4. Expresses its appreciation for the contributions made
to the shelter implementation plan at the International
Chernobyl Shelter Pledging Conference for Governments, held
in New York on 20 November 1997, and urges further
contributions to the plan;

5. Welcomes the preparation by the United Nations, in
cooperation with the Governments of Belarus, the Russian
Federation and Ukraine, of the inter-agency programme of
international assistance to areas affected by the Chernobyl
disaster;

6. Welcomes also the convening by the United Nations
of a special international meeting on Chernobyl, held on 25
November 1997, to generate further support for the
populations of Belarus, the Russian Federation and Ukraine
affected by the Chernobyl nuclear power plant disaster, and
urges further contributions towards the implementation of the
projects specified in the inter-agency programme;

7. Takes note with satisfaction of the establishment in
Ukraine of the International Chernobyl Centre,'*® with the
active participation of Belarus and the Russian Federation, as
an important step towards enhancement of the capabilities of
the international community to study, mitigate and minimize
the consequences of such accidents, and invites all interested
parties to take part in the activities of the Centre;

8. Urges the United Nations Coordinator of International
Cooperation on Chernobyl to continue his efforts aimed at
strengthening international cooperation to overcome the

5% Formerly known as the International Scientific and Technological
Centre for Nuclear and Radiological Accidents.
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health, social, economic and ecological consequences of the
Chernobyl disaster in the most affected areas of Belarus, the
Russian Federation and Ukraine, based on the inter-agency
programme;

9. Calis upon the Secretary-General to continue the
regular exchange of information with the countries concerned,
relevant organizations and bodies of the United Nations
system, with a view to enhancing world public awareness of
the consequences of such disasters;

10. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly at its fifty-fourth session, under a separate
sub-item, a report on the implementation of the present
resolution.

73rd plenary meetin
16 December 199

52/173. Assistance in miné clearance
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 48/7 of 19 October 1993, 49/215
of 23 December 1994, 50/82 of 14 December 1995 and 51/149
of 13 December 1996 on assistance in mine clearance, all
adopted without a vote,

Considering demining to be an important component of
United Nations humanitarian and development activities,

Reaffirming its deep concern at the tremendous
humanitarian problem caused by the presence of mines and
other unexploded devices that have serious and lasting social
and economic consequences for the populations of mine-
infested countries and constitute an obstacle to the return of
refugees and other displaced persons, to humanitarian aid
operations and to reconstruction and economic development,
as well as to the restoration of normal social conditions,

Reiterating its dismay at the high number of victims of
mines, especially among civilian populations, particularly
children, and recalling in this context Commission on Human
Rights resolutions 1995/79 of 8 March 1995,"°1996/85 of 24
April 1996' and 1997/78 of 18 April 1997'° on the rights of
the child and resolution 1996/27 of 19 April 1996'® and
decision 1997/107 of 11 April 1997'! on the human rights of
persons with disability, )

Deeply alarmed that the number of mines being laid each
year, as well as the presence of a large number of mines and
other unexploded devices as a result of armed conflicts,
exponentially outweighs the number of such mines that can be
cleared during that time, and thus convinced of the necessity
and urgency of a significant increase in mine-clearance efforts
by the international community,

159 See Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1995,
Supplement No. 3 and corrigenda (E/1995/23 and Corr.1 and 2),
chap. II, sect, A.

10 [bid., 996, Supplement No. 3 (E/1996/23).
! Ibid., /997, Supplement No. 3 (E/1997/23).

Noting the decisions taken at the Review Conference of
the States Parties to the Convention on Prohibitions or
Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons
Whick May Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to
Have Indiscriminate Effects,'® particularly with respect to
Protocol II of the Convention and the inclusion in the
Amended Protocol' of a number of provisions of importance
for mine-clearance operations, notably the requirement of
detectability,

Recailing that the States Parties to the Review
Conference declared their commitment to keep the provisions
of Protocol Il under review in order to ensure that the concerns
regarding the weapons it covers are addressed, and that they
would encourage efforts of the United Nations and other
organizations to address all the problems of landmines,

Recalling also the adoption at the Ottawa International
Strategy Conference, "Towards a Global Ban on Anti-
Personnel Mines", on 5 October 1996, of the Ottawa
Declaration's* whereby participants undertook a commitment
towards the earliest possible conclusion of a legally binding
international agreement to ban anti-personne! mines and
which, among other things, recognizes that the international
communify must provide significantly greater resources to
mine-awareness programmes, mine-clearance operations and
victim assistance, as well as the Brussels Declaration of 27
June 1997,

Noting the adoption on 18 September 1997 at the Oslo
Conference of the Convention on the Prohibifion of the Use,
Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-personnel Mines
and on Their Destruction, which, among other things,
recognizes that States parties in a position to do so should
provide assistance for mine-clearance and related activities, for
the care and rehabilitation, and social and economic
reintegration, of mine victims and for mine-awareness
programmes, and noting that the Convention was opened for
signature at Ottawa on 3 December 1997 and that it has been
signed by one hundred and twenty-two States,

Encouraged by the recent initiatives taken at conferences
in Elsinore, Denmark, Bonn, Germany, and Tokyo, notably in
relation to international standards and procedures for
humanitarian mine-clearance operations, as well as the
development of new technology for landmine detection and
removal and the rehabilitation of landmine victims, which can
serve as a basis on which to advance the safety, effectiveness
and professionalism of these operations throughout the world,

Taking note of the Plan of Action on Landmines adopted
at the First Continental Conference of African Experts on
Landmines, held at Kempton Park, South Africa, and the
adoption at Harare by the heads of State and Government of
the Organization of African Unity of a resolution on the report
of the Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity

12 CCW/CONF.V/16 (Part ).
163 Ibid., annex B.
1% AJC.1/51/10, annex 1.



1. Resolutions adopted without reference to a Main Committee 67

on the issue of anti-personnel mines and international efforts
to reach a total ban,

Emphasizing the importance of recording the location of
mines, of retaining all such records and making them available
to concerned parties upon cessation of hostilities, and
welcoming the strengthening of the relevant provisions in
international law,

Stressing the need to convince mine-affected States to
halt new deployments of anti-personnel mines to ensure the
effectiveness and efficiency of mine-clearance operations,

Recognizing the important role that the international
community, particularly States involved in the deployment of
mines, can play in assisting mine clearance in affected
countries through the provision of necessary maps and
information and appropriate technical and material assistance
to remove or otherwise render ineffective existing minefields,
mines and booby-traps,

Bearing in mind the serious threat that mines and other
unexploded devices pose to the safety, health and lives of
personnel participating in humanitarian, peacekeeping and
rehabilitation programmes and operations,

Aware that the rate of mine clearance needs to accelerate
substantially if the global landmine probiem is to be tackled
effectively,

Concerned about the limited availability of safe and cost-
effective mine-detection and mine-clearance equipment as well
as the lack of global coordination in research and development
to improve the relevant technology, and conscious of the need
to promote progress in this field and to foster international
technical cooperation to this end,

Recognizing that, in addition to the primary role of States,
the United Nations has an important role in the field of
assistance in mine clearance,

Noting with satisfaction the inclusion in the mandates of
several peacekeeping operations of provisions relating to mine-
clearance work carried out under the direction of the
Department of Peacekeeping Operations of the Secretariat, in
the context of such operations,

Commending the activities already undertaken by the
United Nations system, donor and recipient Governments, the
International Committee of the Red Cross and non-
governmental organizations to coordinate their efforts and seek
solutions to the problems related to the presence of mines and
other unexploded devices, as well as their assistance to victims
of landmines,

Also commending the role of the Secretary-General in
increasing public awareness of the problem of landmines, and
in the establishment of the central landmine database and
inventories of mine-awareness materials and mine-clearance
techniques,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on
the activities of the United Nations in assistance in mine
clearance;'®*

2. Welcomes, in particular, the efforts made by the
United Nations to foster the establishment of mine-clearance
capacities in countries where mines constitute a serious threat
to the safety, health and lives of the local population, and
emphasizing the importance of developing national mine-
clearance capacities, urges all Member States, particularly
those that have a capacity to do so, to assist afflicted countries
in the establishment and development of their national mine-
clearance capacities;

3. Invites Member States to develop national
programmes, in cooperation with the relevant bodies of the
United Nations system where appropriate, to promote
awareness of landmines, especially among children;

4. Expresses its appreciation to Governments and
regional organizations for their financial contributions to the
Voluntary Trust Fund for Assistance in Mine Clearance and
other demining programmes, and appeals to them to continue
this support through further contributions;

5. Encourages all relevant multilateral and national
programmes and bodies to include, in coordination with the
United Nations, activities related to mine clearance in their
humanitarian, social and economic assistance activities;

6. Stresses the importance of international assistance for
the care and rehabilitation, and social and economic
reintegration of mine victims;

7. Emphasizes again, in this connection, the important
role of the United Nations in the effective coordination of
activities related to mine clearance, awareness and assistance,
including those by regional organizations, in particular
activities related to standards, technological development,
information and training, and, in this regard, encourages the
Secretary-General to develop further a comprehensive mine-
clearance strategy, taking into consideration the impact of the
landmine problem on the process of rehabilitation,
reconstruction and development, with a view to ensuring the
effectiveness of assistance in mine clearance by the United
Nations;

8. Urges Member States, regional organizations,
governmental and non-governmental organizations and
foundations to continue to extend full assistance and
cooperation to the Secretary-General and, in particular, to
provide him with information and data as well as other
appropriate resources that could be useful in strengthening the
coordination role of the United Nations in the field of mine
awareness, training, surveying, mine detection and clearance,
scientific research on mine-detection and clearance technology
and information on and distribution of medical equipment and
supplies;

165 A/52/679.
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9. Takes note of the convening of the Mine Action
Forum at Ottawa from 2 to 4 December 1997, and of the
development there of An Agenda for Mine Action, and
welcomes the proposals related to enhancing and coordinating
action by international organizations, governmental and non-
governmental organizations and foundations on mine-
awareness, mine clearance and assistance to victims of anti-
personnel mines, among other issues;

10. Calis upon Member States, especially those that
have a capacity to do so, to provide the necessary information
and technical and material assistance, as appropriate, and to
locate, remove, destroy or otherwise render ineffective
minefields, mines, booby-traps and other devices in
accordance with international law, as soon as possible;

11. Urges Member States and intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations and foundations that have the
ability to do so, to provide, as appropriate, technological
assistance to mine-infested countries and to promote scientific
research and development on humanitarian mine-clearance
techniques and technology so that mine-clearance activities
may be carried out more effectively at lower costs and through
safer means and to promote international collaboration in this
regard;

12. Encourages Member States and intergovernmental
and non-governmental organizations and foundations to
continue to support ongoing activities to promote appropriate
technology, as well as international operational and safety
standards for humanitarian mine-clearance activities, including
the early follow-up of the International Conference on Mine
Clearance Technology;'%

13. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly at its fifty-third session a report on the
progress achieved on all relevant issues outlined both in his
previous reports to the Assembly on assistance in mine
clearance and in the present resolution, and on the operation of
the Voluntary Trust Fund for Assistance in Mine Clearance
and other demining programmes;

14. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "Assistance in mine
clearance".

76th plenary meetin,
18 December 199
52/174. The situation of democracy and human rights in
Haiti
The General Assembly,

Having considered the item entitled "The situation of
democracy and human rights in Haiti",

Recalling all its relevant resolutions, as well as those
adopted on the question by the Security Council, the Economic
and Social Council and the Commission on Human Rights,

166 See A/51/472, annex.

Taking note of Security Council resolution 1141 (1997)
of 28 November 1997, in which the Council decided to
establish the United Nations Civilian Police Mission in Haiti,

Taking note also of the relevant resolutions adopted on
the question by the Organization of American States,

Reaffirming that the goal of the international community
remains the full observance of human rights and fundamental
freedoms and the promotion of social and economic
development in Haiti,

Paying tribute to the Haitian people in their ongoing
quest for strong and lasting democracy, justice and economic
prosperity,

Reaffirming its support for the people and the
Government of Haiti and their efforts to advance democracy,
respect for human rights and the reconstruction of Haiti,

Taking note of the postponement of the second round of
partial elections, and expressing the hope that the Haitian
people wiil shortly be able to once again express themselves
through free and fair elections,

Strongly supporting the continuing leadership of the
Secretary-General of the United Nations and the Secretary-
General of the Organization of American States in the efforts
of the international community in furthering political progress
in Haiti,

Welcoming the continued efforts by States to provide
humanitarian assistance and technical cooperation to the
people of Haiti,

Supporting fully the contributions of the International
Civilian Mission to Haitl, its Executive Director and staff and
of the United Nations Transition Mission in Haiti in the
establishment of a climate of freedom and iolerance propitious
to the full observance of human rights and the full restoration
of the constitutional democracy of Haiti,

Encouraging the cooperation between the International
Civilian Mission to Haiti and the United Nations Civilian
Police Mission in Haiti and others participating in institution-
building, including police training activities,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on the
situation of democracy and human rights in Haiti,'” and the
request from the President of the Republic of Haiti to the
Secretary-General contained in the annex thereto,

Stressing the importance of continuing improvement in
the situation of human rights in Haiti, and welcoming the
policy statements by Haitian authorities that the Government
of Haiti remains committed to upholding human rights and
improving accountability,

1. Welcomes the recommendation of the Secretary-
General contained in his report'®’ to renew the mandate of the
joint participation of the United Nations with the Organization

157 A/52/687.
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of American States in the International Civilian Mission to
Haiti, with the tasks of:

(a) Providing technical assistance at the request of the
Government of Haiti in the field of institution-building, such
as the training of the police and support for efforts towards
judicial reform and the establishment of an impartial judiciary,

(b) Supporting the development of a programme for the
promotion and protection of human rights, in order to further
the establishment of a climate of freedom and tolerance
propitious to the consolidation of long-term constitutional
democracy in Haiti and to contribute to the strengthening of
democratic institutions;

(c) Verifying full observance by Haiti of human rights
and fundamental freedoms;

2. Decides to authorize, on the basis of the above
recommendation, the renewal of the mandate of the United
Nations component of the International Civilian Mission to
Haiti until 31 December 1998, according to the terms of
reference and modalities under which the Mission is operating;

3. Reguests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly at least two reports on the implementation
of the present resolution and, in the case of the last such report,
on the ways in which the international community can
continue to assist with the tasks set out in paragraph 1 above;

4. Reaffirms once again the commitment of the
international community to continue its technical, economic
and financial cooperation with Haiti in support of its economic
and social development efforts and in order to strengthen
Haitian institutions responsible for dispensing justice and
guaranteeing democracy, respect for human rights, political
stability and economic development;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to
coordinate the efforts of the United Nations system in
providing humanitarian aid and contributing to the
development of Haiti;

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "The situation of
democracy and human rights in Haiti".

76th plenary meeting
18 December 1997

52/175. United Nations Verification Mission in Guatemala
The General Assembly,

Recalling it resolutions 51/198 B of 27 March 1997, in
which it decided to authorize the renewal of the mandate of the
United Nations Verification Mission in Guatemala for one
year, that is, until 31 March 1998, and 51/198 C of 31 July
1997, in which it encouraged the two parties and all sectors of
Guatemalan society to join efforts for the implementation of
the second phase of the Agreement on the Implementation,

Compliance and Verification Timetable for the Peace
Agreements, 'S until 31 December 1997,

Taking into account the note by the Secretary-General
transmitting the seventh report on human rights of the United
Nations Verification Mission in Guatemala,'®®

Taking into account also the report of the Secretary-
General relating to progress achieved by Central American
countries in the areas of peace, freedom, democracy and
development,'™

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on
the work of the Mission'”! and the recommendations therein,
which are aimed at improving its capacity to respond
adequately to the demands of the verification process during
the biennium 1998-1999,

Encouraged by the efforts of the parties and sectors of
Guatemalan society in support of the peace agreements,

Acknowledging the support given to the Mission by the
Government of Guatemala and the Unidad Revolucionaria
Nacional Guatemalieca,

Acknowledging also the support and improved
coordination on the part of the international cornmunity for the
programmes and projects deriving from the peace agreements,

Recalling the request of the parties that the duration of
the mandate of the Mission should be the same as that of the
Implementation, Compliance and Verification Timetable for
the Peace Agreements, namely four years, from 1997 to 2000,

1. Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the
Secretary-General on the United Nations Verification Mission
in Guatemala;'”’

2. Welcomes the seventh report on human rights of the
Mission;'®

3. Welcomes also the report of the Secretary-General
relating to progress achieved by Central American countries in
the areas of peace, freedom, democracy and development;'”

4, Calls upon the parties to continue to implement the
commitments they entered into in the Comprehensive
Agreement on Human Rights'” and those in the other peace
agreements, in particular, those contained in the second phase
of the Implementation, Compliance and Verification Timetable
for the Peace Agreements;'®®

168 A/51/796-58/1997/114, annex I; see Official Records of the Security
Council, Fifty-second Year, Supplement for January, February and
March 1997, document S/1997/114.

19 A/52/330.
110 A/52/344.
71 A/52/554.

172 A/48/928-S/1994/448, annex I; see Official Records of the Security
Council, Forty-ninth Year, Supplement for April, May and June 1994,
document S/1994/448.
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5. Urges the parties and all sectors of Guatemalan
society to strengthen further the efforts towards consensus
building, reconciliation and development, with particular
attention to the most vulnerable sectors of society;

6. Decides to authorize the renewal of the mandate of
the Mission from 1 April to 31 December 1998;

1. Requests the Secretary-General to submit an updated
report to the General Assembly at its fifty-third session, with
his recommendations on the structure and staffing for the
Mission after 31 December 1998;

8. Invites the international community to continue its
support for peace-related activities in Guatemala, inter alia,
through voluntary contributions to the Trust Fund for the
Guatemala peace process established by the Secretary-General;

9. Requests the Secretary-General to keep the General
Assembly fully informed of the implementation of the present
resolution.

76th plenary meeting
18 December 1997

52/176. The situation in Central America: procedures for
the establishment of a firm and lasting peace and
progress in fashioning a region of peace, freedom,
democracy and development

The General Assembly,

Considering the relevant resolutions of the Security
Council, particularly resolution 637 (1989) of 27 July 1989,
and its own resolutions, particularly resolution 43/24 of 15
November 1988, in which it requests the Secretary-General to
continue his good offices and to afford the fullest possible
support to the Central American Governments in their efforts
to achieve the objectives of peace, reconciliation, democracy,
development and justice established in the agreement on
"Procedures for the establishment of a firm and lasting peace
in Central America” of 7 August 1987,'

Reaffirming its resolutions in which it recognizes and
stresses the importance of international economic, financial
and technical cooperation and assistance, both bilateral and
multilateral, aimed at promoting economic and social
development in the region with a view to furthering and
supplementing the efforts of the Central American peoples and
Governments to achieve peace and democratization,
particularly resolution 50/58 B of 12 December 1995,
concemning international assistance to and cooperation with the
Alliance for the Sustainable Development of Central
America,'™

"7 A/42/521-8/19085, annex; see Official Records of the Security
Council, Forty-second Year, Supplement for July, August and
September {987, document S/19085.

' See A/49/580-S/1994/1217, annex [; see Official Records of the
Security Council, Forty-ninth Year, Supplement for October,
November and December 1994, document S/1994/1217.

Emphasizing the importance of the establishment of the
Central American Integration System as the institutional
framework having as its main objective to promote a
comprehensive integration process, the adoption of the
Alliance for the Sustainable Development of Central America,
which constitutes the new integrated programme for national
and regional development containing the commitments and
priorities of the countries of the area for the promotion of
political, economic, social, cultural and environmental
progress, the establishment of the subsystem and of the
regional social policy, the new model of democratic Central
American security and the implementation of other agreements
adopted at the presidential summit meetings, which taken
together constitute the global frame of reference for
maintaining and consolidating the peace process and the basis
for a mutually advantageous redefinition of relations between
Central America and the international community,

Welcoming the Agreement on a Firm and Lasting Peace
signed by the Government of Guatemala and the Unidad
Revolucionaria Nacional Guatemalteca on 29 December
1996,' whereby all the agreements signed within the context
of the peace process and under the auspices of the United
Nations came into force, thereby putting an end to the last and
most Jong-standing armed confrontation in the region,

Recognizing the progress made in the fulfilment of the
commitments contained in the Guatemala Peace Agreements,
implementation of which is being verified by the United
Nations Verification Mission in Guatemala, including those
relating to the demobilization and reintegration of former
combatants into civilian life, the treatment of returnees, the
establishment of special commissions, the promotion and
protection of human rights and progress with respect to
constitutional reforms,

Recognizing with satisfaction the role played by the
peacekeeping operations and observer and monitoring
missions of the United Nations, which carried out successfully
their mandate in Central America pursuant to the relevant
resolutions of the Security Council and the General Assembly,
respectively,

Welcoming the changes and progress made by the
peoples of Central America, whose efforts have brought about,
inter alia, constitutional reforms, the strengthening and
demilitarization of civil society, the creation of new political
forms, the holding of free and pluralistic elections, the creation
of mechanisms for the protection and promotion of human
rights, freedom of expression, the strengthening of democratic
institutions and of the rule of law, the execution of judicial
reform processes and the adoption of a fairer development
model providing greater opportunities for the Central
American peoples,

Emphasizing the importance of the end of a critical
period in Central American history and the start of a new phase
free from armed conflict, with freely elected Governments in

'S A/51/796-8/1997/114, annex 1, see Official Records of the
Security Council, Fifty-second Year, Supplement for January,
February and March [997, document $/1997/114.
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each country and with profound political, economic, social and
other changes which have created a climate conducive to the
promotion of economic growth and further progress towards
the consolidation and further development of democratic, just
and equitable societies,

Reaffirming that the re-establishment of firm and lasting
peace and democracy in Central America is a dynamic and
ongoing process that faces serious structural challenges and
whose continuation and consolidation are closely related to
progress in human development, including the alleviation of
exireme poverty, the promotion of economic and social justice,
judicial reform, the safeguarding of human rights and
fundamental freedoms, respect for minorities and the
satisfaction of the basic needs of the most vulnerable groups
- among the people of the region, issues which have been a
primary source of tension and conflict and which deserve to be
discussed with the same urgency and dedication as was the
case in the settlement of the armed conflicts,

Emphasizing the joint participation of the presidents of
the Central American countries in the general debate at its
fifty-second session, during which, in accordance with the
commitments undertaken, they reaffirmed their decision and
political will to continue doing their utmost to expedite,
gradually and progressively, the Central American Union
referred to in the Declaration of Nicaragua of 2 September
1997, as a higher expression of the common association called
for in the Tegucigalpa Protocol of 12 December 1991,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the
Secretary-General;'”’

2. Commends the efforts of the peoples and
Governments of the Central American countries to re-establish
peace and democracy throughout the region and promote
sustainable development by implementing the commitments
adopted at the summit meetings, and supports the decision of
the presidents that Central America should become a region of
peace, freedom, democracy and development;

3. Emphasizes the importance of the global frame of
reference and the establishment of national and regional
development priorities as the basis for promoting the effective,
consistent and sustainable progress of the Central American
peoples, and for providing international cooperation in
accordance with the new circumstances in and outside the
region;

4. Recognizes the need to continue to follow closely the
situation in Central America in order to support national and
regional efforts to overcome the underlying causes that have
led to armed conflicts, avoid setbacks and consolidate peace
and democratization in the area, and promote the objectives of
the Alliance for the Sustainable Development of Central
America;'™

176 A/46/829-5/23310, annex 111, see Official Records of the Security
Council, Forty-sixth Year, Supplement for October, November and
December 1991, document S/23310.

177 A/52/344,

5. Welcomes the signing of the Agreement on a Firm
and Lasting Peace'” and the entry into force of the other

-agreements concluded during the peace process between the

Govemment of Guatemala and the Unidad Revolucionaria
Nacional Guatemalteca, as well as the progress achieved in
implementing those agreements, and urges all sectors of
Guatemalan society to combine efforts and work with courage
and determination to consolidate peace in keeping with the
spirit and letter of the Peace Agreements;

6. Requests the Secretary-General, the bodies and
programmes of the United Nations system, and the
international community to continue to support and verify in
Guatemala the implementation of all the peace agreements
signed under United Nations auspices, compliance with which
is an essential condition for a firm and lasting peace in that
country, and to provide their resolute support for the United
Nations Verification Mission in Guatemala in the fulfilment of
its mandate;

7. Recognizes the importance of the Central American
Integration System as the necessary legal and institutional
body for coordinating and harmonizing efforts to achieve
economic, social, cultural, environmental and political
integration of the Central American countries in accordance
with the goals and priorities established by the Governments
of the isthmus in order to consolidate peace and
democratization, and calls upon the international community,
the United Nations system and other international
governmental and non-governmental organizations to provide
generous and effective cooperation with a view 1o improving
the competence and efficiency of the Ceniral American
Integration System in the fulfilment of its mandate;

8. Encourages the Central American Governments to
continue to carry out their historic responsibilities by fully
implementing the commitments they have assumed under
regional or national agreements, especially the commitments
to implement the social programme to overcome poverty and
unemployment, establish a more just and equitable society,
improve public safety, consolidate a modern and transparent
public administration and to eliminate corruption, impunity,
acts of terrorism and drug and arms trafficking, all of which
are necessary and urgent measures for establishing a firm and
lasting peace in the region;

9. Reiterates its deep appreciation to the Secretary-
General, his special representatives, the groups of friends for
the peace processes in El Salvador (Colombia, Mexico, Spain,
United States of America and Venezuela) and Guatemala
(Colombia, Mexico, Norway, Spain, United States of America
and Venezuela), the support group for Nicaragua (Canada,
Mexico, Netherlands, Spain and Sweden), the political
dialogue and cooperation with the European Union, and also
to other cooperating countries and the international community
in general for its support and solidarity in the building of
peace, democracy and development in Central America;

10. Reaffirms the importance of international
cooperation, in particular cooperation with the bodies, funds
and programmes of the United Nations system, and the donor
community in the new stage of consolidating peace and
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democracy in Central America, and urges them to continue to
support Central American efforts to achieve those goals,
bearing in mind the global framework of the new regional
development strategy, which is in keeping with the collective
aspirations and needs of the Central American peoples;

11.  Requests the Secretary-General to continue to lend
his full support to the initiatives and activities of the Central
American Governments, particularly their efforts to
consolidate peace and democracy through the implementation
of a new, comprehensive sustainable development programme
and the initiative to establish the Central American Union, and
to report to the General Assembly at its fifty-third session on
the implementation of the present resolution;

12.  Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "The situation in Central
America: procedures for the establishment of a firm and lasting
peace and progress in fashioning a region of peace, freedom,
democracy and development”,

76th plenary meeting
18 December 1997

52/178. Credentials of representatives to the fifty-second
session of the General Assembly

The General Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Credentials
Committee and the recommendation contained therein,'™®

Approves the report of the Credentials Comumittee.

76th plenary meetin
18 December 199

52/209. Business and development
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 47/171 of 22 December 1992
entitled "Privatization in the context of economic restructuring,
economic growth and sustainable development", 48/180 of 21
December 1993 entitied "Entrepreneurship and privatization
for economic growth and sustainable development” and 50/106
of 20 December 1995 entitled "Business and development", as
well as the Agenda for Development,'”

Welcoming the fact that many countries continue to
attach major importance to the privatization of enterprises,
demonopolization and administrative deregulation in the
context of their economic restructuring policies, as a means to
increase efficiency, economic growth and sustainable
development,

Recognizing the importance of the market and the private
sector for the efficient functioning of economies in various
stages of development,

\T8 A/52/719, para. 11.
1% Resolution 51/240, annex.

Recognizing the sovereign right of each State to decide
on the development of its private and public sectors, taking
into account the comparative advantages of each sector,
bearing in mind the economic, social and cultural diversity in
the world,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General
entitled "Entrepreneurship and privatization for economic
growth and sustainable development™;'®

2. Underlines the positive role of the private sector in
supporting economic growth and development as well as in the
mobilization of resources;

3. Emphasizes the role of the private sector in each
country, including international investors, to contribute
positively to the implementation of national macroeconomic
policies and macroeconomic stabilization programmes;

4. Recognizes that business and industry, including
transnational corporations, play a crucial role in the social and
economic development of a couniry, that a stable policy
regime enables and encourages business and industry to
operate responsibly and efficiently and to implement longer-
term policies and that the activities of business and industry are
the primary contributors to increasing prosperity, which is a
major goal of the development process;

5. Expresses the conviction that a stable and transparent
environment for commercial transactions in all countries is
essential for the mobilization of investment, finance,
technology, skills and other important resources across
national borders, in order to promote growth and development,
and recognizes in this context that effective efforts at all levels
to combat corruption and bribery are essential elements of an
improved international business environment;

6. Recognizes the important role of Governments in
creating, through transparent and participatory processes, an
enabling environment supportive of entrepreneurship and
facilitative of privatization, in particular in establishing the
Judicial, executive and legislative frameworks necessary for a
market-based exchange of goods and services and for good
management;

7. Emphasizes the importance of a supportive
international economic environment, including investment and
trade, for the promotion of entrepreneurship and privatization;

8. Recognizes the need to increase private sector
involvement in the provision of infrastructure services, inter
alia, through joint ventures between public and private entities,
particularly in countries with economies in transition, while
protecting essential services and safeguarding the
environment;

9. Recognizes that in many countries the informal sector
accounts for a significant part of all economic activity and is
a particularly important source of income for women and that

18 A/52/428.
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the progressive integration of the informal sector should be
encouraged;

10. Stresses the importance of micro-credit to people
living in poverty, allowing them to establish micro-enterprises,
which in turn generate self-employment and contribute to
achieving empowerment, particularly of women, and calls for
the strengthening of institutions supportive of micro-financing,
in particular, micro-credit;

11. Values the promotion of entrepreneurship, including
through the informal sector and micro-enterprises, in the
development of small and medium-sized enterprises and
industries by various actors throughout civil society and of
privatization, demonopolization and the simplification of
administrative procedures;

12. Recognizes the important role of cooperatives in the
development and promotion of small and medium-sized
enterprises;

13. Encourages the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development to continue to provide a forum for
intergovernmental discussions, with the participation of
representatives from the private sector, concerning issues
related to privatization, enterprise development and
international flows of investment, and welcomes the efforts by
the Secretary-General of the Conference to build a lasting
partnership for development with non-governmental actors,
including through the "Partners for Development" initiative to
be held at Lyon, France, in 1998;

14. Invites the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization and the other relevant United Nations bodies to
further strengthen their activities, in particular for Africa and
the least developed countries, in promoting the development
of entrepreneurship, especially for small and medium-sized
enterprises, and cails upon the international community to lend
its support to the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization in this regard;

15. Stresses that the outsourcing of work from
transnational corporations’ to small and medium-sized
enterprises supports the development of entrepreneurship and
privatization in developing countries;

16. Calls upon the United Nations funds and
programmes, in accordance with their mandates, to continue to
strengthen support to the promotion of entrepreneurship and,
in their work in implementing the present resolution, to give
due consideration to the role of the private sector in
development, taking into account the priorities set by each
country, while ensuring a gender perspective, and, in this
connection, states that there is a need to assist in particular the
Governments of developing countries, as well as countries
with economies in transition, in strengthening their capacity to
encourage wider participation of the private sector;

17. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-fourth session the item entitled "Business and
development”, and requests the Secretary-General, in
cooperation with relevant United Nations bodies, to prepare a

report which includes analytical work on the implementation
of the present resolution for submission to the General
Assembly at that session.

77th plenary meetin
18 December 199

52/211. Emergency international assistance for peace,
normalcy and reconstruction of war-stricken
Afghanistan and the situation in Afghanistan and
its implications for international peace and
security

A

EMERGENCY INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE FOR PEACE,
NORMALCY AND RECONSTRUCTION OF WAR-STRICKEN
AFGHANISTAN

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 47/119 of 18 December 1992,
48/208 of 21 December 1993, 49/140 of 20 December 1954,
50/88 A of 19 December 1995 and 51/195 A of 17 December
1996 concerning emergency international assistance for peace,
normalcy and reconstruction of war-stricken Afghanistan,

Concerned about the continuation of the military
confrontation in Afghanistan, threatening regional peace and
stability, and the significant increase of internally displaced
persons and interruptions in the process of repatriating
refugees,

Deeply concerned about the massive loss of human life,
the aggravated suffering of the most vulnerable groups, the
destruction of property and the serious damage to the
economic and social infrastructure of Afghanistan caused by
eighteen years of war, and underlining the close
interrelationship between ensuring peace and normalcy in
Afghanistan and the ability of the couniry to take effective
steps towards sustainable economic and social development,
bearing in mind that the country continues to suffer from an
extremely critical economic situation as a landlocked, least
developed and war-stricken country,

Concerned for the well-being of the unarmed civilian
population of Afghanistan, who face a long winter possibly
deprived of basic foods, owing, inter alia, to the looting of
United Nations premises and food supplies and to deliberate
restrictions placed on the access of humanitarian organizations
to some parts of the country and on other humanitarian
operations,

Deeply concerned about the problem of millions of anti-
personnel landmines and unexploded ordnance in Afghanistan,
which continue to prevent many Afghan refugees and
internally displaced persons from returning to their villages
and working in their fields, and disturbed by reports of new
mines being laid,

Deeply concerned also about the continuing
discrimination against girls and women and other recurring
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abuses of human rights in Afghanistan and the inadequacy of
measures taken to reverse the situation,

Commending the efforts of the United Nations Special
Mission to Afghanistan headed by Mr. Norbert Holl to bring
about the restoration of peace, normalcy and national
reconciliation and the reconstruction and rehabilitation of war-
stricken Afghanistan,

Affirming the urgent need to continue international action
to assist Afghanistan in restoring basic services and the
infrastructure of the country, and welcoming the efforts of
United Nations agencies, programmes and associated bodies
and other humanitarian organizations and agencies, including
relevant non-governmental organizations, in this respect,

Expressing its appreciation for the assistance of the
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
in its continuing support for the repatriation of Afghan
refugees from neighbouring countries, and reaffirming the
principle of non-refoulement as contained in article 33 of the
Convention relating to the Status of Refugees,'®!

Expressing its gratitude to all Governments that have
rendered assistance to Afghan refugees, in particular the
Governments of Pakistan and the Islamic Republic of Iran, and
recognizing the need for continuing international assistance for
the maintenance abroad and the voluntary repatriation and
resettlement of refugees and internally displaced persons,

Expressing its appreciation to the States,
intergovernmental organizations and associated bodies of the
United Nations, as well as to other humanitarian organizations
and agencies, including relevant non-governmental
organizations, that have responded positively and continue to
respond to the humanitarian needs of Afghanistan, as well as
to the Secretary-General for his efforts to draw the attention of
the international community to the acute problems of
reconstruction in Afghanistan and for mobilizing and
coordinating the delivery of appropriate humanitarian
assistance,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General,'s
and endorses the observations contained therein;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to continue efforts to
develop plans for national reconstruction and rehabilitation,
beginning in areas of peace and security;

3. Calls upon the relevant organizations of the United
Nations to coordinate closely their humanitarian assistance to
Afghanistan, in particular to ensure a consistent approach to
human rights;

4. Calls upon the leaders of all Afghan parties to place
the highest priority on national reconciliation, acknowledging
the war-weariness of the Afghan people and their desire for
rehabilitation, reconstruction and economic and social
development;

181 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 189, No. 2545.
182 A/52/536.

5. Demands that all Afghan parties fulfil their
obligations and honour their commitments regarding the safety
and full freedom of movement of United Nations personnel

“and other humanitarian personnel, as well as the security of

their premises in Afghanistan, and cooperate fully with the
United Nations and associated bodies as well as with other
humanitarian organizations and agencies in their efforts to
respond to the humanitarian needs of the people of
Afghanistan;

6. Urges all parties to prevent the looting of United
Nations premises and food supplies, not to hamper the delivery
of humanitarian assistance and to facilitate the work of
organizations in implementing humanitarian assistance, in
particular the supply of food, medicines, shelter and health
care, for which access to those in need is essential;

7. Expresses grave concern at the indiscriminate use of
landmines in Afghanistan, which seriously impedes the
delivery of humanitarian assistance:

8. Urgently appeals to all States, organizations and
programmes of the United Nations system, specialized
agencies and other intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations o continue to provide, on a priority basis and as
far as conditions on the ground permit, al possible financial,
technical and material assistance for the restoration of basic
services and the reconstruction of Afghanistan and the
voluniary, safe and secure return of refugees and internally
displaced persons with dignity and honour, and appeals to the
international financial and development institutions to assist in
the planning of the reconstruction of Afghanistan;

S. Calls upon the international community to respond to
the inter-agency consolidated appeal for emergency
humanitarian and rehabilitation assistance for Afghanistan to
be launched by the Secretary-General for the period from 1
January to 31 December 1998, bearing in mind the availability
also of the Afghanistan Emergency Trust Fund;

10.  Denounces the continuing discrimination against
girls and women and other violations of human rights and
international humanitarian law in Afghanistan, notes with deep
concern their adverse effects on international relief and
reconstruction programmes in Afghanistan, and calis upon all
Afghan parties to respect fully the human rights and
fundamental freedoms of all, in particular of women and girls,
in accordance with all human rights instruments and standards,
inctuding the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women;'®?

11, Calls upon the organizations of the United Nations
system to cooperate fully in the implementation of policies and
measures recommended by the Executive Commitiee on
Humanitarian Affairs, as mentioned in paragraph 7 of the
report of the Secretary-General;'®

12. Reguests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly at its fifty-third session a report on the
actions taken pursuant to the present resolution;

18 Resolution 34/180, annex.
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13. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session, under the cluster of items on coordination
of humanitarian assistance, the item entitled "Emergency
international assistance for peace, normalcy and reconstruction
of war-stricken Afghanistan”.

78th plenary meeting
19 December 1997

B

THE SITUATION IN AFGHANISTAN AND ITS IMPLICATIONS FOR
INTERNATIONAL PEACE AND SECURITY

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 49/140 of 20 December 1994,
50/88 B of 19 December 1995 and 51/195 B of 17 December
1996,

Recalling also Security Council resolution 1076 (1996)
of 22 October 1996 and all statements of the President of the
Security Council on the situation in Afghanistan,

Noting all recent declarations by participants of regional
international meetings and by international organizations on
the situation in Afghanistan,

Strongly committed to the sovereignty, independence,
territorial integrity and national unity of Afghanistan,

Convinced that there is no military selution to the Afghan
conflict,

Expressing deep concern at the lack of progress in
reaching a negotiated settlement of the conflict,

Deeply concerned at the continuation of the military
confrontation in Afghanistan, which has led to the loss of
many lives and the sometimes forcible displacement of civilian
populations and which seriously endangers the stability and
peaceful development of the region,

Deeply concerned also over the flagrant violations of
international humanitarian law, particularly the Geneva
Conventions'® and international human rights instruments and
principles relating to the conduct of war by the Afghan parties,

Stressing the need to prevent further civilian casualties,

Welcoming recent exchanges of prisoners between the
Afghan parties,

Deeply concerned about the continuing discrimination
against girls and women and other recurring abuses of human
rights in Afghanistan and the inadequacy of measures taken to
reverse the situation, and emphasizing the importance of
democracy, equality and of the realization of human rights in
any future political process in Afghanistan,

Convinced that the United Nations, as a universally
recognized intermediary, must continue to play a central and

13 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, Nos. 970-973.

‘impartial role in international efforts towards a peaceful

resolution of the Afghan conflict,

Expressing its appreciation for the efforts made in this
regard by the United Nations Special Mission to Afghanistan
headed by Mr. Norbert Holl, and by the Special Envoy of the
Secretary-General for Afghanistan, Mr. Lakhdar Brahimi,

Expressing its appreciation also for the engagement, in
support of and in coordination with the United Nations, of the
Organization of the Islamic Conference in Afghanistan,

Stressing the importance of non-intervention and non-
interference in the internal affairs of Afghanistan, and deeply
concerned at all forms of continued support which have caused
or may cause the prolongation of the conflict, inter alia, the
supply of weapons, military equipment and ammunition to the
Afghan parties,

Expressing its grave concern about actions undermining
the security of State frontiers, including the growing illicit
traffic in arms by criminal elements and groups from certain
areas of Afghanistan and about the use of Afghan territory for
the training and harbouring of terrorists, which create a threat
to peace and stability in the entire region, including
Afghanistan,

Deeply concerned at the continued growth in production
and trafficking of illicit drugs from Afghanistan, which
threatens regional stability and damages the health and well-
being of the populations of neighbouring States and elsewhere,

Bearing in mind that Afghanistan, as a State party to the
Convention for the Protection of the World Cultural and
Natural Heritage'®s of 16 November 1972, has recognized its
primary duty to ensure, inter alia, the protection of the cultural
heritage situated on its territory,

Stressing that a cessation of armed hostilities between the
warring parties in Afghanistan and political stability are
indispensable if reconstruction measures are to have a lasting
effect,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General, '3
and endorses the observations and recommendations set out
therein;

2. Stresses that the main responsibility for finding a
political solution to the conflict lies with the Afghan parties,
and urges all of them to respond to the repeated United Nations
calls for peace;

3. Calls upon all Afghan parties to cease immediately all
armed hostilities, to renounce the use of force and to engage,
without preconditions, in a political dialogue aimed at
achieving a lasting political settlement of the conflict;

% Tbid., vol. 1037, No. 15511.

186 A/52/682-8/1997/894; see Official Records of the Security
Council, Fifty-second Year, Supplement for October, November and
December 1997, document S/1997/894.
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4. Calls upon all States to respect the sovereignty,

independence, territorial integrity and national unity of
Afghanistan and strictly to refrain from any outside
interference in the internal affairs of Afghanistan;

5. Condemns the fact that foreign military support to the
Afghan parties continued unabated through 1997, and calis
upon all States concerned immediately to end the supply of
arms, ammunition, military equipment, training or any other
military support to all parties to the conflict in Afghanistan,
including the presence and involvement of foreign military
personnel;

6. Encourages the Secretary-General to pursue the
question of preliminary studies on the imposition of an
effective arms embargo and how such an embargo could be
implemented in a fair and verifiable manner;

7. Supports the call by the Secretary-General for the
establishment of a solid international framework in order to
address the external aspects of the Afghan question, and calls
upon all interested States and international organizations to use
any influence they have in a constructive manner, in support
of and in close coordination with the United Nations, to
promote peace in Afghanistan;

8. Also supports the Secretary-General in his continuing
efforts, undertaken in cooperation with the Afghan parties and
with interested States and international organizations, in
particular the Organization of the Islamic Conference, to
promote the political process aimed at achieving a lasting
political settlement of the conflict, with the participation of all
Afghan parties and all segments of Afghan society, and
reaffirms its full support for the efforts of the United Nations
Special Mission to Afghanistan and the Special Envoy of the
Secretary-General for Afghanistan in this regard;

9. Requests the Secretary-General to authorize the
United Nations Special Mission to Afghanistan, established
under resolution 48/208, to continue its efforts to facilitate
national reconciliation and reconstruction in Afghanistan,
specifically to bring about an immediate and durable ceasefire
among the Afghan parties and to institute a negotiating process
leading to the formation of a fully representative, broad-based
transitional government of national unity;

10. Calls upon all Afghan parties to cooperate fully
with the Special Mission, and demands that all Afghan parties
fulfil their obligations and honour their commitments
regarding the safety and full freedom of movement of United
Nations personnel, in particular the personnel of the Special
Mission, as well as the security of their premises in
Afghanistan;

11. Welcomes recent exchanges of prisoners between
the Afghan parties, and urges them to take further confidence-
building measures;

12. Deplores the civilian casualties inflicted by the
indiscriminate use of landmines, and calls upon all Afghan
parties to desist from such use;

13. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to
investigate fully reports about mass killings of prisoners of war
and civilians and incidents of rape in Afghanistan and to
include his findings in his next report to be submitted pursuant
to paragraph 19 below;

14.  Denounces the continuing discrimination against
girls and women and other violations of human rights in
Afghanistan, and calls upon all Afghan parties to respect the
buman rights of every individual, regardless of gender,
ethnicity or religion;

15. Denounces also violations of international
humanitarian law in Afghanistan, and urgently calls upon all
parties strictly to respect all its provisions;

16.  Calls upon all Afghan parties to take appropriate
steps to prohibit, prevent and, if necessary, put a stop to any
form of theft, pillage or misappropriation of and any acts of
vandalism directed against cultural property of the Afghan
nation and humankind;

17. Reiterates that the continuation of the conflict in
Afghanistan provides a fertile ground for terrorism and drug-
trafficking which destabilize the region and beyond, and calls
upon the leaders of the Afghan parties to halt such activities;

18. Commends the efforts of the Executive Director of
the United Nations International Drug Control Programme,
and takes note of communications received by the Programme
with regard to the banning of the cultivation, use of and trade
in opium in Afghanistan, and calls for full compliance with
these commitments;

19. Regquests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly every three months during its fifty-second
session on the progress of the Special Mission and to report to
the Assembly at its fifty-third session on the progress made in
the implementation of the present resolution;

20. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "The situation in
Afghanistan and its implications for international peace and
security".

78th plenary meetin
19 December 199
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52/30. Compliance with arms limitation and

disarmament and non-proliferation agreements

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 50/60 of 12 December 1995 and
other relevant resolutions on the question,

Recognizing the abiding concern of all Member States for
maintaining respect for rights and obligations arising from
treaties and other sources of international law,

Convinced that observance of the Charter of the United
Nations, relevant treaties and other sources of international law
is essential for the strengthening of international security,

Mindful, in particular, of the fundamental importance of
full implementation and strict observance of agreements and
other agreed obligations on arms limitation and disarmament
and non-proliferation by States parties if individual nations
and the international community are to derive emhanced
security from them,

Stressing that any violation of such agreements and other
agreed obligations by States parties not only adversely affects
the security of States parties but can also create security risks
for other States relying on the constraints and commitments
stipulated in those agreements and other agreed obligations,

Stressing also that any weakening of confidence in such
agreements and other agreed obligations diminishes their
contribution to global or regional stability and to further arms
limitation and disarmament and non-proliferation efforts, and
undermines the credibility and effectiveness of the
international legal system,

Recognizing, in this context, that full compliance by
States parties with all provisions of existing agreements and
the resolving of compliance concerns effectively by means
consistent with such agreements and international law can,
inter alia, facilitate the conclusion of additional arms
limitation and disarmament and non-proliferation agreements,
and thereby contribute to better relations among States and the
strengthening of world peace and security,

Believing that compliance with all provisions of arms
limitation and disarmament and non-proliferation agreements
by States parties is a matter of interest and concern to all
members of the international community, and noting the role
that the United Nations has played and should continue to play
in that regard,

Welcoming the contribution to international peace and
regional security that full compliance by States parties with
verification provisions of arms limitation and disarmament and
non-proliferation agreements provides,

Also welcoming the universal recognition of the critical
importance of the question of compliance with and verification
of arms limitation and disarmament and non-proliferation
agreements, and other agreed obligations,

1. Urges all States parties to arms limitation and
disarmament and non-proliferation agreements to implement
and comply with the entirety of all provisions of such
agreements;

2. Calls upon all Member States to give serious
consideration to the implications that non-compliance by
States parties with any provisions of arms limitation and
disarmament and non-proliferation agreements has for
international security and stability, as well as for the prospects
for progress in the field of disarmament;

3. Also calls upon all Member States to support efforts
aimed at the resolution of compliance questions by means
consistent with such agreements and international law, with a
view to encouraging strict observance by all States parties of
the provisions of arms limitation and disarmament and non-
proliferation agreements and maintaining or restoring the
integrity of such agreements;

4.  Welcomes the role that the United Nations has
played and continues to play in restoring the integrity of, and
fostering negotiations on, certain arms limitation and
disarmament and non-proliferation agreements and in the
removal of threats to peace;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to
provide assistance that may be necessary in restoring and
protecting the integrity of arms limitation and disarmament
and non-proliferation agreements;

6.  Encourages efforts by all States parties to develop
additional cooperative measures, as appropriate, that can
increase confidence in compliance with existing arms
limitation and disarmament and non-proliferation agreements
and reduce the possibility of misinterpretation and
misunderstanding;

7.  Notes the contribution that verification experiments
and research can make and already have made in confirming
and improving verification procedures for arms limitation and
disarmament and non-proliferation agreements under study or
negotiation, thereby providing an opportunity, from the time
that such agreements enter into force, for enhancing
confidence in the effectiveness of verification procedures as a
basis for determining compliance;

8.  Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-fourth session an item entitled "Compliance with arms
limitation and disarmament and non-proliferation agreements".

67th plenary meeting
9 December 1997
52/31.  Verification in all its aspects, including the role
of the United Nations in the field of verification
The General Assembly,

Noting the critical importance of, and the vital
contribution that has been made by, effective verification
measures in arms limitation and disarmament agreements and
other similar obligations,
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Reaffirming its support for the sixteen principles of-

verification drawn up by the Disarmament Commission,’

Recalling its resolutions 40/152 O of 16 December 1985,
41/86 Q of 4 December 1986, 42/42 F of 30 November 1987,
43/81 B of 7 December 1988, 45/65 of 4 December 1990,
47/45 of 9 December 1992, 48/68 of 16 December 1993 and
50/61 of 12 December 1995,

Recalling also the reports of the Secretary-General of 11
July 1986, 28 August 1990, 16 September 1992, 26 July 1993,
22 September 1995 and 6 August 1997, and the addenda
thereto,?

1. Reaffirms the critical importance of, and the vitai
coniribution that has been made by, effective verification
measures in arms limitation and disarmament agreements and
other similar obligations;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its fifty-fourth session on further views
received from Member States pursuant to resolution 50/61;

3. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-fourth session the item entitled "Verification in all its
aspects, including the role of the United Nations in the field of
verification".

67th plenary meeting
9 December 1997

52/32. Objective information on military matters,

including transparency of military expenditures
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 51/38 of 10 December 1996 on
objective information on military matters, including
transparency of military expenditures,

Also recalling its resolution 35/142 B of 12 December
1980, which introduced the United Nations system for the
standardized reporting of military expenditures, and its
resolutions 48/62 of 16 December 1993 and 49/66 of 15
December 1994, calling upon all Member States to participate
in it, and its resolution 47/54 B of 9 December 1992, endorsing
the guidelines and recommendations for objective information
on military matters and inviting Member States to provide
relevant information to the Secretary-General regarding their
implementation,

Noting that since then national reports on military
expenditures and on the guidelines and recommendations for
objective information on military matters have been submitted

' See Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifteenth Special
Session, Supplement No. 3 (A/S-15/3), para. 60 (para. 6, sect. I, of the
quoted text).

2 A/41/422 and Add.1 and 2, A/45/372 and Corr.1, A/47/405 and
Add.1, A/48/227 and Add.l1 and 2, A/50/377 and Corr.l and
Ar52/269.

by a number of Member States belonging to different
geographic regions,

Welcoming the report of the Secretary-General® on ways
and means to implement the guidelines and recommendations
for objective information on military matters, including, in
particular, how to strengthen and broaden participation in the
United Nations system for the standardized reporting of
military expenditures,

Expressing its appreciation to the Secretary-General for
providing Member States with the reports on military
expenditures in standardized form reported by States and on
guidelines and recommendations for objective information on
military matters,

Welcoming the decision of many Member States to
exchange and to publish information annually on their military
budgets and to implement the guidelines and recommendations
for objective information on military matters, as appropriate,

Reaffirming its firm conviction that a better flow of
objective information on military matters can help to relieve
international tension and contribute to the building of
confidence among States and to the conclusion of concrete
disarmament agreements,

Convinced that the improvement of international relations
forms a sound basis for promoting further openness and
transparency in all military matters,

Recalling that the guidelines and recommendations for
objective information on military matters recommended
certain areas for further consideration, such as the
improvement of the United Nations system for the
standardized reporting of military expenditures,

1. Recommends the guidelines and recommendations
for objective information on military matters to all Member
States for implementation, fully taking into account specific
political, military and other conditions prevailing in a region,
on the basis of initiatives and with the agreement of the States
of the region concerned,

2. Calls upon all Member States to report annually, by
30 April, to the Secretary-General their military expenditures
for the latest fiscal year for which data are available, using, for
the time being, the reporting instrument as recoramended in its
resolution 35/142 B;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to circulate annually
the reports on military expenditures as received from Member
States;

4. Endorses the intention of the Secretary-General, as
stated in his report,® to resume consultations with relevant
international bodies, within existing resources, with a view to
ascertaining the requiremenis for adjusting the present
instrument to encourage wider participation;

* A/52/302.
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5. Requests the Secretary-General to make
recommendations, based on the outcome of the intended
consultations and taking into account the views of Member
States, on necessary changes to the content and structure of the
United Nations system for the standardized reporting of
military expenditures in order to strengthen and broaden
participation, and to submit a report on the subject to the
General Assembly at its fifty-third session;

6. Calis upon all Member States, in time for the
deliberation by the General Assembly at its fifty-third session,
to provide the Secretary-General with their views on ways and
means to strengthen and broaden participation in the United
Nations system for the standardized reporting of military
expenditures, including necessary changes to its content and
structure;

7.  Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "Objective information on
military matters, including transparency of military
expenditures"”.

67th plenary meeting
9 December 1997
52/33. The role of science and technology in the context
of international security and disarmament
The General Assembly,

Recognizing that scientific and technological
developments can have both civilian and military applications
and that progress in science and technology for civilian
applications needs to be maintained and encouraged,

Concerned that military applications of scientific and
technological developments can contribute significantly to the
improvement and upgrading of weapons of mass destruction,

Aware of the need to follow closely the scientific and
technological developments that may have a negative impact
on international security and disarmament, and to channel
scientific and technological developments for beneficial
purposes,

Cognizant that the international transfers of dual-use as
well as high-technology products, services and know-how for
peaceful purposes are important for the economic and social
development of States,

Cognizant also of the need to regulate such transfers of
dual-use goods and technologies and high technology with
military applications through multilaterally negotiated,
universally acceptable, non-discriminatory guidelines,

Expressing concern over the growing proliferation of ad
hoc and exclusive export control regimes and arrangements for
dual-use goods and technologies,

Recalling that the Final Document of the Eleventh
Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned
Countries, held at Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, from 18 to

20 October 1995, noted that restrictions being placed on
access to technology through the imposition of non-transparent
ad hoc export control regimes with exclusive membership
tended to impede the economic and social development of
developing countries,

Emphasizing that internationally negotiated guidelines for
the transfer of high technology with military applications
should take into account the legitimate defence requirements
of all States and requirements for the maintenance of
international peace and security, while ensuring that access to
high-technology products and services and know-how for
peaceful purposes is not denied,

1. Affirms that scientific and technological progress
should be used for the benefit of all mankind to promote the
sustainable economic and social development of all States and
to safeguard international security, and that intemational
cooperation in the use of science and technology through the
transfer and exchange of technological know-how for peaceful
purposes should be promoted;

2. Invites Member States to undertake additional
efforts to apply science and technology for disarmament-
related purposes and to make disarmament-related
technologies available to interested States;

3. Urges Member States to undertake multilateral
negotiations with the participation of all interested States in
order to establish universally acceptable, non-discriminatory
guidelines for international transfers of dual-use goods and
technologies and high technology with military applications;

4.  Recalls its resolution 51/39 of 10 December 1996
and its request to the Secretary-General to submit an updated
report no later than at its fifty-third session;

5.  Encourages United Nations bodies to coniribute,
within existing mandates, to promoting the application of
science and technology for peaceful purposes;

6.  Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "The role of science and
technology in the context of international security and
disarmament".

67th plenary meetin
9 December 1 99%
52/34. Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in
the region of the Middle East
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 3263 (XXIX) of 9 December
1974, 3474 (XXX) of 11 December 1975, 31/71 of 10
December 1976, 32/82 of 12 December 1977, 33/64 of 14
December 1978, 34/77 of 11 December 1979, 35/147 of 12

4 A/50/752-8/1995/1035, annex IlI; see Official Records of the
Security Council, Fiftieth Year, Supplement for October, November
and December 1993, document S/1995/1035.
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December 1980, 36/87 A and B of 9 December 1981, 37/75 of
9 December 1982, 38/64 of 15 December 1983, 39/54 of 12
December 1984, 40/82 of 12 December 1985, 41/48 of 3
December 1986, 42/28 of 30 November 1987, 43/65 of 7
December 1988, 44/108 of 15 December 1989, 45/52 of 4
December 1990, 46/30 of 6 December 1991, 47/48 of 9
December 1992, 48/71 of 16 December 1993, 49/71 of 15
December 1994, 50/66 of 12 December 1995 and 51/41 of 10
December 1996 on the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free
zone in the region of the Middle East,

Recalling also the recommendations for the
establishment of such a zone in the Middle East consistent with
paragraphs 60 to 63, and in particular paragraph 63 (d), of the
Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of the General
Assembly,’

Emphasizing the basic provisions of the above-
mentioned resolutions, which call upon all parties directly
concerned to consider taking the practical and urgent steps
required for the implementation of the proposal to establish a
nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region of the Middle East and,
pending and during the establishment of such a zone, to
declare solemnly that they will refrain, on a reciprocal basis,
from producing, acquiring or in any other way possessing
nuclear weapons and nuclear explosive devices and from
permitting the stationing of nuclear weapons on their territory
by any third party, to agree to place their nuclear facilities
under International Atomic Energy Agency safeguards and to
declare their support for the establishment of the zone and to
deposit such declarations with the Security Council for
consideration, as appropriate,

Reaffirming the inalienable right of all States to acquire
and develop nuclear energy for peaceful purposes,

Emphasizing the need for appropriate measures on the
question of the prohibition of military attacks on nuclear
facilities,

Bearing in mind the consensus reached by the General
Assembly since its thirty-fifth session that the establishment of
a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle East would greatly
enhance international peace and security,

Desirous of building on that consensus so that substantial
progress can be made towards establishing a nuclear-weapon-
free zone in the Middle East,

Welcoming all initiatives leading to general and complete
disarmament, including in the region of the Middle East, and
in particular on the establishment therein of a zone free of
weapons of mass destruction, including nuclear weapons,

Noting the peace negotiations in the Middle East, which
should be of a comprehensive nature and represent an
appropriate framework for the peaceful settlement of
contentious issues in the region,

5 Resolution S-10/2.

Recognizing the importance of credible regional security,
including the establishment of a mutually verifiable nuclear-
weapon-free zone,

Emphasizing the essential role of the United Nations in
the establishment of a mutually verifiable nuclear-weapon-free
zone,

Having examined the report of the Secretary-General on
the implementation of General Assembly resolution 51/41,%

1. Urges all parties directly concerned to consider
seriously taking the practical and urgent steps required for the
implementation of the proposal to establish a nuclear-weapon-
free zone in the region of the Middle East in accordance with
the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly, and, as a
means of promoting this objective, invites the countries
concerned to adhere to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons;’

2. Calls upon all countries of the region that have not
done so, pending the establishment of the zone, to agree tn
place all their nuclear activities under International Atomic
Energy Agency safeguards;

3. Takes note of resolution GC(41)/RES/25, adopted
on 3 October 1997 by the General Conference of the
International Atomic Energy Agency at its forty-first regular

session, concerning the application of Agency safeguards in
the Middle East;

4. Notes the importance of the ongoing bilateral
Middle East peace negotiations and the activities of the
multilateral Working Group on Arms Control and Regional
Security in promoting mutual confidence and security in the
Middle East, including the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-
free zone;

5. Invites all countries of the region, pending the
establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region of
the Middle East, to declare their support for establishing such
a zone, consistent with paragraph 63 (d) of the Final Document
of the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly,® and to
deposit those declarations with the Security Council;

6. Also invites those countries, pending the
establishment of the zone, not to develop, produce, test or
otherwise acquire nuclear weapons or permit the stationing on
their territories, or territories under their control, of nuclear
weapons or nuclear explosive devices;

7.  Invites the nuclear-weapon States and all other
States to render their assistance in the establishment of the
zone and at the same time to refrain from any action that runs
counter to both the letter and the spirit of the present
resolution;

S A/52/271.
7 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 729, No. 10485,
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8.  Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on
the implementation of General Assembly resolution 51/41;¢

9.  Invites all parties to consider the appropriate means
that may contribute towards the goal of general and complete
disarmament and the establishment of a zone free of weapons
of mass destruction in the region of the Middle East;

10. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to
pursue consultations with the States of the region and other
concerned States, in accordance with paragraph 7 of resolution
46/30 and taking into account the evolving situation in the
region, and to seek from those States their views on the
measures outlined in chapters III and IV of the study annexed
to his report® or other relevant measures, in order to move
towards the establishment of a nuciear-weapon-free zone in the
Middle East;

11. Aiso requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly at its fifty-third session a report on the
implementation of the present resolution;

12. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "Establishment of a
nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region of the Middle East".

67th plenary meeting
9 December 1997
52/35.  Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in
South Asia
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 3265 B (XXIX) of 9 December
1974, 3476 B (XXX) of 11 December 1975, 31/73 of 10
December 1976, 32/83 of 12 December 1977, 33/65 of 14
December 1978, 34/78 of 11 December 1979, 35/148 of 12
December 1980, 36/88 of 9 December 1981, 37/76 of 9
December 1982, 38/65 of 15 December 1983, 39/55 of 12
December 1984, 40/83 of 12 December 1985, 41/49 of 3
December 1986, 42/29 of 30 November 1987, 43/66 of 7
December 1988, 44/109 of 15 December 1989, 45/53 of 4
December 1990, 46/31 of 6 December 1991, 47/49 of 9
December 1992, 48/72 of 16 December 1993, 49/72 of 15
December 1994, 50/67 of 12 December 1995 and 51/42 of 10
December 1996 concerning the establishment of a nuclear-
weapon-free zone in South Asia,

Reiterating its conviction that the establishment of
nuclear-weapon-free zones in various regions of the world is
one of the measures that can contribute effectively to the
objectives of non-proliferation of nuclear weapons and general
and complete disarmament,

Believing that the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free
zone in South Asia, as in other regions, will assist in the
strengthening of the security of the States of the region against
the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons,

¥ A/45/435.

‘. Taking note with appreciation of the declarations issued
at the highest level by the Governments of South Asian States
that are developing their peaceful nuclear programmes,
reaffirming their undertaking not to acquire or manufacture
nuclear weapons and to devote their nuclear programmes
exclusively to the economic and social advancement of their
peoples,

Welcoming the proposal for the conclusion of a bilateral
or regional nuclear-test-ban agreement in South Asia,

Noting the proposal to convene, under the auspices of the
United Nations, a conference on nuclear non-proliferation in
South Asia as soon as possible, with the participation of the
regional and other concerned States,

Noting also the proposal to hold consultations among five
nations with a view to ensuring nuclear non-proliferation in the
region,

Considering that the eventual participation of other
States, as appropriate, in this process could be useful,

Bearing in mind the provisions of paragraphs 60 to 63 of
the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of the
General Assembly® regarding the establishment of nuclear-
weapon-free zones, including in the region of South Asia,

Taking note of the note by the Secretary-General,'

1. Reaffirms its endorsement, in principle, of the
concept of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asia;

2. Urges once again the States of South Asia to
continue to make all possible efforts to establish a nuclear-
weapon-free zone in South Asia and to refrain, in the
meantime, from any action contrary to that objective;

3. Welcomes the support of all the five nuclear-
weapon States for this proposal, and calls upon them to extend
the necessary cooperation in the efforts to establish a nuclear-
weapon-free zone in South Asia;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to communicate
with the States of the region and other concerned States in
order to ascertain their views on the issue and to promote
consultations among them with a view to exploring the best
possibilities of furthering the efforts for the establishment of a
nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asia;

5. Also requests the Secretary-General to report on the
subject to the General Assembly at its fifty-third session;

6.  Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "Establishment of a
nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asia".

67th plenary meeting
9 December 1997

® Resolution S-10/2.
10 A/52/306.
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52/36. Conclusion of effective international
arrangements to assure non-nuclear-weapon
States against the use or threat of use of nuclear
weapons
The General Assembly,

Bearing in mind the need to allay the legitimate concern
of the States of the world with regard to ensuring lasting
security for their peoples,

Convinced that nuclear weapons pose the greatest threat
to mankind and to the survival of civilization,

Welcoming the progress achieved in recent vears in both
nuclear and conventional disarmament,

Noting that, despite recent progress in the field of nuclear
disarmament, further efforts are necessary towards the
achievement of general and complete disarmament under
effective international control,

Convinced that nuclear disarmament and the complete
elimination of nuclear weapons are essential to remove the
danger of nuclear war,

Determined strictly to abide by the relevant provisions of
the Charter of the United Nations on the non-use of force or
threat of force,

Recognizing that the independence, territorial integrity
and sovereignty of non-nuclear-weapon States need to be
safeguarded against the use or threat of use of foice, including
the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons,

Considering that, until nuclear disarmament is achieved
on a universal basis, it is imperative for the international
community to develop effective measures and arrangements to
ensure the security of non-nuclear-weapon States against the
use or threat of use of nuclear weapons from any quarter,

Recognizing that effective measures and arrangements to
assure the non-nuclear-weapon States against the use or threat
of use of nuclear weapons can contribute positively to the
prevention of the spread of nuclear weapons,

Bearing in mind paragraph 59 of the Final Document of
the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly,'' the first
special session devoted to disarmament, in which it urged the
nuclear-weapon States to pursue efforts to conclude, as
appropriate, effective arrangements to assure non-nuclear-
weapon States against the use or threat of use of nuclear
weapons, and desirous of promoting the implementation of the
relevant provisions of the Final Document,

Recalling the relevant parts of the special report of the
Committee on Disarmament’? submitted to the General

' Resolution S-10/2.

 The Committee on Disarmament was redesignated the Conference
on Disarmament as from 7 February 1984,

Assembly at its twelfth special session," the second special
session devoted to disarmament, and of the special report of
the Conference on Disarmament submitted to the Assembly at
its fifteenth special session," the third special session devoted
to disarmament, as well as the report of the Conference on its
1992 session,’

Recalling also paragraph 12 of the Declaration of the
1980s as the Second Disarmament Decade, contained in the
annex to its resolution 35/46 of 3 December 1980, which
states, inter alia, that all efforts should be exerted by the
Committee on Disarmament urgently to negotiate with a view
to reaching agreement on effective international arrangements
to assure non-nuclear-weapon States against the use or threat
of use of nuclear weapons,

Noting the in-depth negotiations undertaken in the
Conference on Disarmament and its Ad Hoc Committee on
Effective International Arrangements to Assure Non-Nuclear-
Weapon States against the Use or Threat of Use of Nuclear
Weapons, '® with a view to reaching agreement on this item,

Taking note of the proposals submitted under that item in
the Conference on Disarmament, including the drafis of an
international convention,

Taking note also of the relevant decision of the Eleventh
Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned
Countries, held at Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, from 18 to
20 October 1995, and also of the decision adopted by the
Tenth Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non-
Aligned Countries, held at Jakarta from 1 to 6 September
1992, as well as the relevant recommendations of the
Organization of the Islamic Conference reiterated in the Final
Communiqué of the Twentieth Islamic Conference of Foreign
Minssters, held at Istanbul from 4 to 8 August 1991, calling
upon the Conference on Disarmament to reach an urgent
agreement on an international convention to assure non-
nuclear-weapon States against the use or threat of use of
nuclear weapons,

3 Official Records of the General Assembly, Twelftk Special Session,
Supplement No. 2 (A/S-12/2), sect. [11.C.

' 1bid., Fifteenth Special Session, Supplement No. 2 (A/S-15/2),
sect. IILF.

1 Ibid., Forty-seventh Session, Supplement No. 27 (AJ47/27),
sect. IILF,

6 Ibid., Forty-eighth Session, Supplement No. 27 (A/48/27), para. 39.

' See A/50/752-S/1995/1035, annex I1I; see Official Records of the
Security Council, Fiftieth Year, Supplement for October, November
and December 1995, document S/1995/1035.

' See A/47/675-S/24816, annex, chap. II, para. 47; see Official
Records of the Security Council, Forty-seventh Year, Supplement for
October, November and December 1992, document S/24816.

' See A/46/486-S/23055, annex I; see Official Records of the
Security Council, Forty-sixth Year, Supplement for July, August and
September 1991, document S/23055.
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Taking note further of the unilateral declarations made by
all nuclear-weapon States on their policies of non-use or non-
threat of use of nuclear weapons against non-nuclear-weapon
States,

Noting the support expressed in the Conference on
Disarmament and in the General Assembly for the elaboration
of an international convention to assure non-nuclear-weapon
States against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons, as
well as the difficulties pointed out in evolving a common
approach acceptable to all,

Noting also the greater willingness to overcome the
difficulties encountered in previous years,

Taking note of Security Council resolution 984 (1995) of
11 April 1995 and the views expressed on it,

Recalling its relevant resolutions adopted in previous
years, in particuiar resolutions 45/54 of 4 December 1990,
46/32 of 6 December 1991, 47/50 of 9 December 1992, 48/73
of 16 December 1993, 49/73 of 15 December 1994, 50/68 of
12 December 1995 and 51/43 of 10 December 1996,

1. Reaffirms the urgent need to reach an early
agreement on effective international arrangements to assure
non-nuclear-weapon States against the use or threat of use of
nuclear weapons;

2.  Notes with satisfaction that in the Conference on
Disarmament there is no objection, in principle, to the idea of
an international convention to assure non-nuclear-weapon
States against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons,
although the difficulties as regards evolving a common
approach acceptable to all have also been pointed out;

3. Appeals to all States, especially the nuclear-weapon
States, to work actively towards an early agreement on a
common approach and, in particular, on a common formula
that could be included in an international instrument of a
legally binding character;

4.  Recommends that further intensive efforts should be
devoted to the search for such a common approach or common
formula and that the various alternative approaches, including,
in particular, those considered in the Conference on
Disarmament, should be further explored in order to overcome
the difficulties;

S. Recommends also that the Conference on
Disarmament should actively continue intensive negotiations
with a view to reaching early agreement and concluding
effective international arrangements to assure non-nuclear-
weapon States against the use or threat of use of nuclear
weapons, taking into account the widespread support for the
conclusion of an international convention and giving
consideration to any other proposals designed to secure the
same objective;

6.  Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "Conclusion of effective
international arrangements to assure non-nuclear-weapon
States against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons".

67th plenary meetin
9 December 199

52/37. Prevention of an arms race in outer space

The General Assembly,

Recognizing the common interest of all mankind in the
exploration and use of outer space for peaceful purposes,

Reqffirming the will of all States that the exploration and
use of outer space, including the Moon and other celestial
bodies, shall be for peaceful purposes and shall be carried out
for the benefit and in the interest of all countries, irrespective
of their degree of economic or scientific development,

Reaffirming also provisions of articles III and IV of the
Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the
Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and
Other Celestial Bodies,®

Recalling the obligation of all States to observe the
provisions of the Charter of the United Nations regarding the
use or threat of use of force in their international relations,
including in their space activities,

Reaffirming paragraph 80 of the Final Document of the
Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly,? in which it
is stated that in order to prevent an arms race in outer space
further measures should be taken and appropriate international
negotiations held in accordance with the spirit of the Treaty,

Recalling its previous resolutions on this issue and taking
note of the proposals submitted to the General Assembly at its
tenth special session and at its regular sessions, and of the
recommendations made to the competent organs of the United
Nations and to the Conference on Disarmament,

Recognizing that prevention of an arms race in outer
space would avert a grave danger for international peace and
security,

Emphasizing the paramount importance of sirict
compliance with existing arms limitation and disarmament
agreements relevant to outer space, including bilateral
agreements, and with the existing legal regime concerning the
use of outer space,

Considering that wide participation in the legal regime
applicable to outer space could contribute to enhancing its
effectiveness,

Noting that the Ad Hoc Committee on the Prevention of
an Arms Race in Outer Space, taking into account its previous
efforts since its establishment in 1985 and seeking to enhance
its functioning in qualitative terms, continued the examination
and identification of various issues, existing agreements and
existing proposals, as well as future initiatives relevant to the
prevention of an arms race in outer space,”” and that this

2 Resolution 2222 (XXI), annex.
3! Resolution S-10/2.

2 Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-ninth Session,
Supplement No. 27 (A/49/27), sect. {11.D (para. S of the quoted text),
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contributed to a better understanding of a number of problems
and to a clearer perception of the various positions,

Noting also that there were no objections in principle in
the Conference on Disarmament during its 1997 session to the
re-establishment of the Ad Hoc Committee, subject to re-
examination of the mandate contained in the decision of the
Conference on Disarmament of 13 February 1992,%

Emphasizing the mutually complementary nature of
bilateral and multilateral efforts in the field of preventing an
arms race in outer space, and hoping that concrete results will
emerge from those efforts as soon as possible,

Convinced that further measures should be examined in
the search for effective and verifiable bilateral and multilateral
agreements in order to prevent an arms race in outer space,
including the weaponization of outer space,

Stressing that the growing use of outer space increases
the need for greater transparency and better information on the
part of the international community,

Recalling in this context its previous resolutions, in
particular resolutions 45/55 B of 4 December 1990, 47/51 of
9 December 1992 and 48/74 A of 16 December 1993, in
which, inter alia, it reaffirmed the importance of confidence-
building measures as means conducive to ensuring the
attainment of the objective of the prevention of an arms race
in outer space,

Conscious of the benefits of confidence- and security-
building measures in the military field,

Recognizing that negotiations for the conclusion of an
international agreement or agreements o prevent an arms race
in outer space remain a priority task of the Ad Hoc Committee
and that the concrete proposals on confidence-building
measures could form an integral part of such agreements,

1. Reaffirms the importance and urgency of preventing
an arms race in outer space, and the readiness of all States to
contribute to that common objective, in conformity with the
provisions of the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities
of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including
the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies;

2. Reaffirms its recognition, as stated in the report of
the Ad Hoc Committee on the Prevention of an Arms Race in
Outer Space, that the legal regime applicable to outer space by
itself does not guarantee the prevention of an arms race in
outer space, that this legal regime plays a significant role in the
prevention of an arms race in that environment, that there is a
need to consolidate and reinforce that regime and enhance its
effectiveness, and that it is important strictly to comply with
existing agreements, both bilateral and multilateral;

3.  Emphasizes the necessity of further measures with
appropriate and effective provisions for verification to prevent
an arms race in outer space;

B CD/1125.

4.  Calls upon all States, in particular those with major
space capabilities, to contribute actively to the objective of the
peaceful use of outer space and of the prevention of an arms
race in outer space and to refrain from actions contrary to that
objective and to the relevant existing treaties in the interest of
maintaining international peace and security and promoting
international cooperation;

5.  Reiterates that the Conference on Disarmament, as
the single multilateral disarmament negotiating forum, has the
primary role in the negotiation of a multilateral agreement or
agreements, as appropriate, on the prevention of an arms race
in outer space in all its aspects;

6. Invites the Conference on Disarmament to re-
examine the mandate contained in its decision of 13 February
1992,2 with a view to updating it as appropriate, thus
providing for the re-establishment of the Ad Hoc Committee
during the 1998 session of the Conference on Disarmament;

7. Recognizes, in this respect, the growing
convergence of views on the elaboration of measures designed
to strengthen transparency, confidence and security in the
peaceful uses of outer space;

8.  Urges States conducting activities in outer space, as
well as States interested in conducting such activities, to keep
the Conference on Disarmament informed of the progress of
bilateral or multilateral negotiations on the matter, if any, so as
to facilitate its work;

9.  Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "Prevention of an arms race
in outer space".

67th plenary meeting
9 December 1997

52/38.  General and complete disarmament

A

CONVENTION ON THE PROHIBITION OF THE USE,
STOCKPILING, PRODUCTION AND TRANSFER OF ANTI-
PERSONNEL MINES AND ON THEIR DESTRUCTION

The General Assembly,

Determined to put an end to the suffering and casualties
caused by anti-personnel mines that kill or maim hundreds of
people every week, mostly innocent and defenceless civilians
and especially children, obstruct economic development and
reconstruction, inhibit the repatriation of refugees and
internally displaced persons, and have other severe
consequences for years after emplacement,

Believing it necessary to do the utmost to contribute in an
efficient and coordinated manner to facing the challenge of
removing anti-personnel mines placed throughout the world,
and to assure their destruction,

Wishing to do the utmost in assuring assistance for the
care and rehabilitation, including the social and economic
reintegration, of mine victims,
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Recalling its resolution 51/45 S of 10 December 1996
urging all States to pursue vigorously an effective, legally
binding international agreement to ban the use, stockpiling,
production and transfer of anti-personnel landmines with a
view to completing the negotiation as soon as possible,

Stressing the role of public conscience in furthering the
principles of humanity as evidenced by the call for a total ban
on anti-personnel mines, and recognizing the efforts to that end
undertaken by the International Red Cross and Red Crescent
Movement, the International Campaign to Ban Landmines and
numerous other non-governmental organizations around the
world,

Recalling the Ottawa Declaration of 5 October 1996%
and the Brussels Declaration of 27 June 1997% urging the
international community to negotiate an international and
legally binding agreement prohibiting the use, stockpiling,
production and transfer of anti-personnel mines,

Emphasizing the desirability of attracting the adherence
of all States to the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use,
Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-personnel Mines
and on Their Destruction, and determined to work strenuously
towards the promotion of its universalization in all relevant
forums including, inter alia, the United Nations, the
Conference on Disarmament, regional organizations and
groupings, and review conferences of the Convention on
Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain
Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be
Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects,?

Basing itself on the principle of international
humanitarian law that the right of the parties to an armed
conflict to choose methods or means of warfare is not
unlimited, on the principle that prohibits the employment in
armed conflicts of weapons, projectiles and materials and
methods of warfare of a nature to cause superfluous injury or
unnecessary suffering and on the principle that a distinction
must be made between civilians and combatants,

Welcoming the conclusion of negotiations on 18
September 1997 at Oslo on the Convention on the Prohibition
of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-
personnel Mines and on Their Destruction,

1. Invites all States to sign the Convention on the
Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer
of Anti-personnel Mines and on Their Destruction, which was
open for signature at Ottawa on 3 and 4 December 1997 and at
Headquarters in New York on 5 December 1997, and which
shall remain open for signature thereafter at Headquarters until
its entry into force;

¥ A/C.1/51/10, annex L.
5 See CD/1467.

% See The United Nations Disarmament Yearbook, vol. 5: 1980
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E.81.1X.4), appendix VIL

. 2. Urges all States to ratify the Convention without
delay subsequent to their signatures;

3. Calls upon all States to contribute towards the full
realization and effective implementation of the Convention to
advance the care and rehabilitation, and the social and
economic reintegration of mine victims, and mine-awareness
programmes, and the removal of anti-personnel mines placed
throughout the world and the assurance of their destruction;

4, Requests the Secretary-General to render the
necessary assistance and to provide such services as may be
necessary to fulfil the tasks entrusted to him by the
Convention;

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session an item entitled "Convention on the
Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer
of Anti-personnel Mines and on Their Destruction”.

67th plenary meeting
9 December 1997

B
TRANSPARENCY IN ARMAMENTS
The General Assembly,

Recalling its earlier resolutions on transparency in
armaments,

Continuing to hold the view that an enhanced level of
transparency in all types of armaments contributes greatly to
confidence-building and security among States,

Taking duly into account the relationship between
transparency and the security needs of all States at the regional
and international levels,

Recognizing that, notwithstanding the fact that the United
Nations Register of Conventional Arms¥ in its current form
deals with seven categories of conventional weapons, the
principle of transparency should also apply to weapons of mass
destruction and to transfers of equipment and technologies
directly related to the development and manufacture of such
weapons,

Convinced that an enhanced level of transparency in
weapons of mass destruction and transfers of equipment and
technologies directly related to the development and
manufacture of such weapons could serve as a catalyst towards
general and complete disarmament,

Stressing the need to achieve universality of the Treaty
on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons,® the
Convention on the Prohibition of the Development,
Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on

¥ See resolution 46/36 L.
2 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 729, No. 10485,




88 11. Resolutions adopted on the reports of the First Committee

Their Destruction® and the Convention on the Prohibition
of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of
Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on Their
Destruction,’® as well as other instruments related to transfers
of equipment and technologies directly related to the
development and manufacture of such weapons, with a view
to realizing the goal of the total elimination of all weapons of
mass destruction,

1. Takes note of the reports of the Secretary-General
on transparency in armaments;”*’

2. Reaffirms its conviction of the interrelationship
between transparency in the field of conventional weapons and
transparency in the fields of weapons of mass destruction and
transfers of equipment and technologies directly related to the
development and manufacture of such weapons;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to seek the views of
Member States on ways and means of enhancing transparency
in the fields of weapons of mass destruction and transfers of
equipment and technologies directly related to the
development and manufacture of such weapons with a view to
enhancing transparency in the field of conventional weapons
and to include in his report to the General Assembly at its
fifty-third session a special section on the implementation of
the present resolution;

4.  Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled “"Transparency in
armaments”.

67th plenary meeting
9 December 1997

C

ASSISTANCE TO STATES FOR CURBING THE ILLICIT TRAFFIC
IN SMALL ARMS AND COLLECTING THEM

The General Assembly,

Recualiing its resolutions 46/36 H of 6 December 1991,
47/52 G and J of 9 December 1992, 48/75 H and J of 16
December 1993, 49/75 G of 15 December 1994, 50/70 H of 12
December 1995 and 51/45 L of 10 December 1996,

Considering that the illicit circulation of massive
quantities of small arms throughout the world impedes
development and is a source of increased insecurity,

Considering also that the illicit international transfer of
small arms and their accurmnulation in many countries constitute
a threat to their populations and to national and regional
security and are a factor contributing to the destabilization of
States,

B Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-seventh Session,
Supplement No. 27 (A/47/27),
appendix L.

3 Resolution 2826 (XXVI), annex.
31 A/52/312 and Corr.1 and 2 and Add.1 and 2 and A/52/316.

Basing itself on the statement of the Secretary-General
relating to the request of Mali for United Nations assistance for
the collection of small arms,

Gravely concerned at the extent of the insecurity and
banditry linked to the illicit circulation of small arms in Mali
and the other affected States of the Saharo-Sahelian subregion,

Taking note of the first conclusions of the United Nations
advisory missions sent to the affected countries of the
subregion by the Secretary-General to study the best way of
curbing the illicit circulation of small arms and ensuring their
collection,

Taking note also of the interest shown by the other States
of the subregion in receiving a United Nations advisory
mission,

Noting the actions taken and those recommended at the
meetings of the States of the subregion held at Banjul, Algiers,
Bamako, Yamoussoukro and Niamey to establish close
regional cooperation with a view o strengthening security,

Basing itself on the report of the Secretary-General on the
work of the Organization, in particular the section entitled
"Preventive diplomacy, peaceful settlement of disputes and
disarmament”,*

1. Welcomes the initiative taken by Mali concerning
the question of the iilicit circulation of small arms and their
collection in the affected States of the Saharo-Sahelian
subregion;

2, Also welcomes the action taken by the Secretary-
General in implementation of this initiative in the context of
General Assembly resolution 40/151 H of 16 December 1985;

3.  Thanks the Govermnments concerned in the
subregion for the substantial support that they have given to
the United Nations advisory missions, and welcomes the
declared readiness of other States to receive the United Nations
Advisory Mission;

4.  Encourages the Secretary-General to continue his
efforts, in the context of the implementation of resolution
49/75 G and of the recommendations of the United Nations
advisory missions, to curb the illicit circulation of small arms
and to collect such arms in the affected States that so request,
with the support of the United Nations Regional Cenire for
Peace and Disarmament in Africa and in close cooperation
with the Organization of African Unity;

5. Notes that, as part of its efforts to halt the flow of
small arms into Mali and the Saharo-Sahelian subregion, the
Government of Mali oversaw the destruction, at the "Flame of
Peace” ceremony held at Timbuktu, Mali, on 27 March 1996,
of thousands of small arms handed over by ex-combatants of
the armed movements of northern Mali;

32 Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-second Session,
Supplement No. 1 (A/52/1), sect. ILD.
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6.  Encourages the setting up in the countries of the
Saharo-Sahelian subregion of national commissions against the
proliferation of small arms, and invites the international
community to support as far as possible the smooth
functioning of the national commissions where they have been
set up;

7.  Takes note of the conclusions of the ministerial
consultation on the proposal for a moratorium on the
importing, exporting and manufacture of light weapons in the
region, held at Bamako on 26 March 1997, and encourages the
States concerned to pursue their consultations on the matter;

8.  Requests the Secretary-General to continue to
examine the issue and to submit to the General Assembly at its
fifty-third session a report on the implementation of the present
resolution;

9.  Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session an item entitled "Assistance to States for
curbing the illicit traffic in small arms and collecting them".

67th plenary meeting
9 December 1997

D
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN DISARMAMENT AND DEVELOPMENT
The General Assembly,

Recalling the provisions of the Final Document of the
Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly* concerning
the relationship between disarmament and development,

Recalling also the adoption on 11 September 1987 of the
Final Document of the International Conference on the
Relationship between Disarmament and Development,*

Recalling further its resolutions 49/75 J of 15 December
1994, 50/70 G of 12 December 1995 and 51/45 D of 10
December 1996,

Bearing in mind the Final Document of the Eleventh
Conference of Heads of State or Government of the Non-
Aligned Countries, held at Cartagena de Indias, Colombia,
from 18 to 20 October 1995,*

Stressing the growing importance of the symbiotic
relationship between disarmament and development in current
international relations,

1. Acknowiedges the note by the Secretary-General’
and actions taken in accordance with the Final Document of

% Resolution S-10/2.
34 United Nations publication, Sales No. E.87.IX.8.

35 A/50/752-S/1995/1035, annex III; see Official Records of the
Security Council, Fiftieth Year, Supplement for October, November
and December 1995, document S/1995/1035.

3 A/52/228,

the International Conference on the Relationship between

:Disarmament and Development;**

2. Urges the international community to devote part of
the resources made available by the implementation of
disarmament and arms limitation agreements to economic and
social development, with a view to reducing the ever widening
gap between developed and developing countries;

3. Invites all Member States to communicate to the
Secretary-General, by 15 April 1998, their views and
proposals for the implementation of the action programme
adopted at the International Conference on the Relationship
between Disarmament and Development,* as well as any other
views and proposals with a view to achieving the goals of the
action programme, within the framework of current
international relations;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to take
action, through appropriate organs and within available
resources, for the implementation of the action programme
adopted at the International Conference;

5. Also requests the Secretary-General to submit a
report to the General Assembly at its fifty-third session;

6.  Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "Relationship between
disarmament and development".

67th plenary meeting
9 December 1997

E

OBSERVANCE OF ENVIRONMENTAL NORMS IN THE DRAFTING

AND IMPLEMENTATION OF AGREEMENTS ON
DISARMAMENT AND ARMS CONTROL

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 50/70 M of 12 December 1995
and 51/45 E of 10 December 1996,

Emphasizing the importance of the observance of
environmental norms in the preparation and implementation of
disarmament and arms limitation agreements,

Recognizing that it is necessary to take duly into account
the agreements adopted at the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development, as well as prior relevant
agreements, in the drafting and implementation of agreements
on disarmament and arms limitation,

Mindful of the detrimental environmental effects of the
use of nuclear weapons,

1. Reaffirms that international disarmament forums
take fully into account the relevant environmental norms in
negotiating treaties and agreements on disarmament and arms
limitation and that all States, through their actions, fully

%7 United Nations publication, Sales No. E.87.1X.8, para, 35.
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contribute to ensuring compliance with the aforementioned

norms in the implementation of treaties and conventions tg,

which they are parties;

2. Calls upon States to adopt unilateral, bilateral,
regional and multilateral measures so as to contribute to
ensuring the application of scientific and technological
progress in the framework of international security,
disarmament and other related spheres, without detriment to
the environment or to its effective contribution to attaining
sustainable development;

3. Invites all Member States to communicate to the
Secretary-General information on the measures they have
adopted to promote the objectives envisaged in the present
resolution, and requests the Secretary-General to submit a
report containing this information to the General Assembly at
its fifty-third session;

4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "Observance of
environmental norms in the drafting and implementation of
agreements on disarmament and arms control”.

67th plenary meeting
9 December 1997

F

CONVENING OF THE FOURTH SPECIAL SESSION OF THE
(GENERAL ASSEMBLY DEVOTED TO DISARMAMENT; REPORT
OF THE PREPARATORY COMMITTEE FOR THE FOURTH
SPECIAL SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY DEVOTED
TO DISARMAMENT

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 49/75 I of 15 December 1994,
50/70 F of 12 December 1995 and 51/45 C of 10 December
1996,

Recalling also that, there being a consensus to do so in
cach case, three special sessions of the General Assembly
devoted to disarmament were held in 1978, 1982 and 1988,
respectively,

Bearing in mind the Final Document of the Tenth
Special Session of the General Assembly,” the first special
session devoted to disarmament, and the objective of general
and complete disarmament under effective international
control,

Welcoming the recent positive changes in the
international landscape, characterized by the end of the cold
war, the relaxation of tensions at the global level and the
emergence of a new spirit governing relations among nations,

Taking note of paragraph 108 of the Final Document of
the Eleventh Conference of Heads of State or Government of
the Non-Aligned Countries, held at Cartagena de Indias,
Colombia, from 18 to 20 October 1995, which supported the
convening of the fourth special session of the General
Assembly devoted to disarmament in 1997, which would offer

an opportunity fo review, from a perspective more in tune with
the current international situation, the most critical aspects of
the process of disarmament and to mobilize the international
community and public opinion in favour of the elimination of
nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction and of the
control and reduction of conventional weapons,

Taking note also of the report of the 1997 substantive
session of the Disarmament Commission on the item entitled
"Fourth special session of the General Assembly devoted to
disarmament",*®

Desiring to build upon the substantive exchange of views
on the fourth special session of the General Assembly devoted
to disarmament during the 1997 substantive session of the
Disarmament Commission,

Reiterating its conviction that a special session of the
General Assembly devoted to disarmament can set the future
course of action in the field of disarmament, arms control and
related international security matters,

Emphasizing the importance of multilateralism in the
process of disarmament and arms control, peace and security,

Noting that, with the completion of the Convention on
the Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling
and Use of Chemical Weapons and on Their Destruction® and
in 1996, the adoption of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban
Treaty,” as well as of amended Protocol IT*° and new Protocol
IV*¥ to the Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the
Use of Certain Conventional Weapons Which May Be
Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate
Effects,? the following years would be opportune for the
international community to start the process of reviewing the
state of affairs in the entire field of disarmament and arms
control in the post-cold-war era,

1. Decides, subject to the emergence of a consensus
on its objectives and agenda, to convene the fourth special
session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament;

2. Endorses the recommendation of the Disarmament
Commmission at its 1997 substantive session®® that the item
entitled "Fourth special session of the General Assembly
devoted to disarmament" should be included in the agenda of
the Commission at its 1998 session;

3. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "Convening of the fourth
special session of the General Assembly devoted to
disarmament" and, subject to the outcome of the deliberations
at the 1998 substantive session of the Disarmament
Commission, to set an exact date for and to decide on
organizational matters relating to the convening of the special
session.

67th plenary meeting
9 December 1997

3 Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-second Session,
Supplement No. 42 (A/52/42), para. 44.

3% See resolution 50/245.
% See CCW/CONF.I/16 (Part 1),
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G

CONSOLIDATION OF PEACE THROUGH PRACTICAL
DISARMAMENT MEASURES

The General Assembly,
Recaliing its resolution 51/45 N of 10 December 1996,

Convinced that a comprehensive and integrated approach
towards certain practical disarmament measures, such as, inter
alia, arms control, particularly with regard to small arms and
light weapons, confidence-building measures, demobilization
and reintegration of former combatants, demining and
conversion, often is a prerequisite to maintaining and
consolidating peace and security and thus provides a basis for
effective rehabilitation and social and economic development
in areas that have suffered from conflict,

Noting with satisfaction that, since the adoption of
resolution 51/45 N, the importance of such practical
disarmament measures has received growing attention from the
international community in general, and from interested and
affected Member States in particular, as well as from the
Secretary-General,

Stressing that further efforts are needed in order to
develop and effectively implement programmes of practical
disarmament in affected areas,

Recalling the deliberations at the 1997 substantive
session of the Disarmament Commission in Working Group I
on agenda item 6, entitled "Guidelines on conventional arms
control/limitation and disarmament, with particular emphasis
on consolidation of peace in the context of General Assembly
resolution 51/45 N", where the scope of resolution 51/45 N
was a major focus,

Welcoming the adoption by the Disarmament
Commission of the "Guidelines for international arms transfers
in the context of General Assembly resolution 46/36 H of 6
December 1991" 4

Noting, with reference to its resolution 50/70 B of 12
December 1995, the report of the Panel of Governmental
Experts on Small Arms*? and its relevance in the context of the
present resolution and of the ongoing work in the
Disarmament Commission,

1.  Stresses the particular relevance of the deliberations
at the 1997 substantive session of the Disarmament
Commission in Working Group III on agenda item 6, entitled
"Guidelines on conventional arms control/limitation and
disarmament, with particular emphasis on consolidation of
peace in the context of General Assembly resolution 51/45 N"
for this topic, takes note of the Chairman's paper of 9 May

41 Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-first Session,
Supplement No. 42 (A/51/42), annex 1.

42 A/52/298, annex.

1!_997“3 and other views expressed, as a useful basis for further
deliberations, and encourages the Disarmament Commission
to continue its efforts aimed at the adoption of such guidelines;

2. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on
the consolidation of peace through practical disarmament
measures,* submitted pursuant to resolution 51/45 N, and
encourages Member States as well as regional arrangements
and agencies to lend their support to the implementation of
relevant recommendations contained therein;

3. Recognizes, with reference to paragraph 12 of
section III of the report * that the readiness of the international
community to assist affected States in their efforts to
consolidate peace would greatly benefit the effective
implementation of practical disarmament measures;

4. Invites interested States to establish a group in order
to facilitate this process and to build upon the momentum
generated, and requests the Secretary-General to lend his
support to the efforts of such a group;

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "Consolidation of peace
through practical disarmament measures”.

67th plenary meetin,
9 December 199
H
CONTRIBUTIONS TOWARDS BANNING ANTI-PERSONNEL
LANDMINES
The General Assembly,

Recalling its previous resolutions 48/75 K of 16
December 1993, 49/75 D of 15 December 1994,
50/70 O of 12 December 1995 and 51/45 S of 10 December
1996,

Taking into account the efforts to address the landmine
issue, and underlining that the efforts made within different
forums should be mutually reinforcing,

Taking note of the decisions taken by States to adopt
bans, moratoriums or other restrictions on transfers of anti-
personnel landmines, and other measures taken unilaterally,

Welcoming the ongoing national, regional and
multilateral efforts in demining and victim rehabilitation,

Having considered the report of the Conference on
Disarmament,*

4 Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-second Session,
Supplement No. 42 (A/52/42), annex I1L.

4 A/52/289.

* Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-second Session,
Supplement No. 27 (A/52/27).
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1. Urges all States and regional organizations to
intensify their efforts to contribute to the objective of the
elimination of anti-personnel landmines;

2.  Welcomes, as interim measures, the various bans,
moratoriums and other restrictions already declared by States
on anti-personnel landmines, and calls upon States that have
not yet done so to declare and implement such bans,
moratoriums and other restrictions as soon as possible;

3. Invites the Conference on Disarmament to intensify
its efforts on the issue of anti-personnel landmines;

4.  Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session an item entitled "Contributions towards
banning anti-personnel landmines".

67th plenary meeting
9 December 1997

I
PROHIBITION OF THE DUMPING OF RADIOACTIVE WASTES

The General Assembly,

Bearing in mind resolutions CM/Res.1153 (XL VIII) of
1988 and CM/Res.1225 (L) of 1989}’ adopted by the
Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity,
concerning the dumping of nuclear and industrial wastes in
Africa,

Welcoming resolution GC(XXXIV)/RES/530 establishing
a Code of Practice on the International Transboundary
Movement of Radioactive Waste, adopted on 21 September
1990 by the General Conference of the International Atomic
Energy Agency at its thirty-fourth regular session,*

Welcoming also resolution GC(XXXVII)/RES/6,
adopted on 23 September 1994 by the General Conference of
the International Atomic Energy Agency at its thirty-eighth
regular session,* inviting the Board of Governors and the
Director General of the Agency to commence preparations for
a convention on the safety of radioactive waste management,
and noting the progress that has been made in that regard,

Taking note of the commitment by the participants at the
Summit on Nuclear Safety and Security, held in Moscow on 19
and 20 April 1996, to ban the dumping at sea of radioactive
wastes,*

* See A/43/398, annex 1.
47 See A/44/603, annex L.

“# See International Atomic Energy Agency, Resolutions and Other
Decisions of the General Conference, Thirty-fourth Regular Session,
17-21 September 1990 (GC(XXXIVYRESOLUTIONS (1990)).

¥ 1bid.,, Thirty-eighth Regular Session, 19-23 September 1994
(GCOXXXVIITYRES/DEC (1994)).

o A/51/131, annex I, para, 20.

Considering its resolution 2602 C (XXIV) of 16
December 1969, in which it requested the Conference of the
Committee on Disarmament,” inter alia, to consider effective
methods of control against the use of radiological methods of
warfare,

Recalling resolution CM/Res.1356 (LIV) of 1991,
adopted by the Council of Ministers of the Organization of
African Unity,* on the Bamako Convention on the Ban on the
Import of Hazardous Wastes into Africa and on the Control of
Their Transboundary Movements within Aftica,

Aware of the potential hazards underlying any use of
radioactive wastes that would constitute radiological warfare
and its implications for regional and international security, in
particular for the security of developing countries,

Recalling all its resolutions on the matter since its forty-
third session in 1988, including its resolution 51/45 J of 10
December 1996,

Desirous of promoting the implementation of paragraph
76 of the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of the
General Assembly,” the first special session devoted to
disarmament,

1. Takes note of the part of the report of the
Conference on Disarmament relating to a future convention on
the prohibition of radiological weapons;*

2.  Expresses grave concern regarding any use of
nuclear wastes that would constitute radiological warfare and
have grave implications for the national security of all States;

3. Calls upon all States to take appropriate measures
with a2 view to preventing any dumping of nuclear or
radicactive wastes that would infringe upon the sovereigaty of
States;

4.  Requests the Conference on Disarmament to take
into account, in the negotiations for a convention on the
prohibition of radiological weapons, radioactive wastes as part
of the scope of such a convention,

5.  Also requests the Conference on Disarmament to
intensify efforts towards an early conclusion of such a
convention and to include in its report to the General
Assembly at its fifty-third session the progress recorded in the
negotiations on this subject;

6. Takes note of resolution CM/Res.1356 (LIV) of
1991, adopted by the Council of Ministers of the Organization
of African Unity,” on the Bamako Convention on the Ban on

5! The Conference of the Committee on Disarmament became the
Committee on Disarmament as from the tenth special session of the
General Assembly. The Committee on Disarmament was redesignated
the Conference on Disarmament as from 7 February 1984.

52 See A/46/390, annex I.

%3 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-second
Session, Supplement No. 27 (A/52/27), sect. HILE.
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the Import of Hazardous Wastes into Africa and on the Control
of Their Transboundary Movements within Africa;

7. Expresses the hope that the effective
implementation of the International Atomic Energy Agency
Code of Practice on the International Transboundary
Movement of Radioactive Waste* will enhance the protection
of all States from the dumping of radioactive wastes on their
territories;

8.  Welcomes the adnption at Vienna on 5 September
1997 of the Joint Convent'on on the Safety of Spent Fuel
Management and on the Safety of Radioactive Waste
Management, as recommended by the participants in the
Moscow Summit on Nuclear Safety and Security, and the
signing of the Joint Convention by a number of States
beginning on 29 September 1997, and appeals to all States to
sign and subsequently ratify, accept or approve the
Convention, so that it may enter into force as soon as possible;

9.  Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "Prohibition of the dumping
of radioactive wastes™.

67th plenary meeting
9 December 1997

J
SMALL ARMS
The General Assembly,
Recailing its resolution 50/70 B of 12 December 1995,

Recalling also its resolution 51/45 L of 10 December
1996, in which it welcomed the initiative taken by Mali
concerning the question of the illicit circulation of small arms
and their collection in the affected States of the Saharo-
Sahelian subregion,

Convinced of the need for a comprehensive approach to
promote, at the global and regional levels, the control and
reduction of small arms and light weapons in a balanced and
non-discriminatory manner as a contribution to international
peace and security,

Reaffirming the inherent right to individual or collective
self-defence recognized in Article 51 of the Charter of the
United Nations, which implies that States also have the right
to acquire arms with which to defend themselves,

Reaffirming also the right of self-determination of all
peoples, in particular peoples under colonial or other forms of
alien domination or foreign occupation, and the importance of
the effective realization of this right, as enunciated, inter alia,
in the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action, adopted
by the World Conference on Human Rights on 25 June 1993,%

3 A/CONF.157/24 (Part I), chap. IIL

Reaffirming further the urgent need for practical
disarmament in the context of the conflicts the United Nations
is actually dealing with and of the weapons that are actually
killing people in the hundreds of thousands,

Welcoming the submission of the report of the Secretary-
General prepared with the assistance of the Panel of
Governmental Experts on Small Arms,* which contains
measures to reduce the excessive and destabilizing
accumulation and transfer of small arms and light weapons in
specific regions of the world and to prevent such
accumulations and transfers from occurring in future,

Welcoming also the guidelines for international arms
transfers in the context of General Assembly resolution 46/36
H of 6 December 1991, which were adopted by consensus by
the Disarmament Commission in 1996,*' and taking note of the
ongoing efforts of the Commission to consider guidelines for
post-conflict situations, including demobilization of former
combatants, disposal and destruction of weapons, as well as
confidence- and security-building measures,

1. Endorses the recommendations contained in the
report on small arms,* which was approved unanimously by
the Panel of Governmental Experts on Small Arms, bearing in
mind the views of Member States on the recommendations;

2. Calls upon all Member States to implement the
relevant recommendations to the extent possible and where
necessary in cooperation with appropriate international and
regional organizations and/or through international and
regional cooperation among police, intelligence, customs and
border control services;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to implement the
relevant recommendations, in particular to initiate a study on
the problems of ammunition and explosives in all their aspects,
as early as possible, within available financial resources, and
in cooperation with appropriate international and regional
organizations where necessary;

4. Also requests the Secretary-General to seek the
views of Member States on the report and on the steps that
they have taken to implement its recommendations, and, in
particular, to seek their views on the recommendation
concerning the convening of an international conference on the
illicit arms trade in all its aspects in time for consideration by
the General Assembly at its fifty-third session;

5. Further requests the Secretary-General to prepare
a report, with the assistance of a group of governmental
experts to be nominated by him in 1998 on the basis of
equitable geographical representation, {a) on the progress
made in the implementation of the recommendations of the
report on small arms and (b) on further actions recommended
to be taken, to be submitted to the General Assembly at its
fifty-fourth session;

6. Encourages Member States and the Secretary-
General 1o carry out recommendations for post-conflict
situations, including demobilization of former combatants and
disposal and destruction of weapons;
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7. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "Small arms".

67th plenary meeting
9 December 1997

K

NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT WITH A VIEW TO THE ULTIMATE
ELIMINATION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 49/75 H of 15 December 1994,
50/70 C of 12 December 1995 and 51/45 G of 10 December
1996,

Recognizing that the end of the cold war has increased
the possibility of freeing the world from the fear of nuclear
war,

Appreciating the entry into force of the Treaty on the.

Reduction and Limitation of Strategic Offensive Arms,> to
which Belarus, Kazakhstan, the Russian Federation, Ukraine
and the United States of America are parties, and looking
forward to the early entry into force of the Treaty on Further
Reduction and Limitation of Strategic Offensive Arms,* which
was ratified by the United States of America,

Welcoming the reductions in the nuclear arsenals of other
nuclear-weapon States,

Welcoming the removal of all nuclear weapons of the
former Union of Soviet Socialist Republics from the territories
of Belarus, Kazakhstan and Ukraine,

Welcoming the joint statement issued by the Presidenis of
the Russian Federation and the United States of America at
Helsinki on 21 March 1997, which set forth the common
understanding that, once the Treaty on Further Reduction and
Limitation of Strategic Offensive Arms enters into force, these
two States will immediately begin negotiations on a START
IIT agreement,

Welcoming the decision of the 1995 Review and
Extension Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons to extend the Treaty
indefinitely, taken without a vote, as well as the decisions on
strengthening the review process for the Treaty™ and on the

%% The United Nations Disarmament Yearbook, vol. 16: 1991 (United
Nations pubfication, Sales No. E.92.IX.1), appendix II.

% Ibid., vol. 18 1993 (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.94.1X.1), appendix IL

57 See CD/1460.

5% 1995 Review and Extension Conference of the Parties to the Treaty
on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, Final Document,
Part I (NPT/CONF.1995/32 (Part 1)), annex, decision 3.

% 1bid., decision 1.

principles and objectives for nuclear non-proliferation and
disarmament,®

Noting the reference in the decision on the principles and
objectives for nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament® to
the importance of the following measures for the full
realization and effective implementation of article VI of the
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons,®
including the programme of action as reflected below:

{a) The completion by the Conference on Disarmament
of the negotiations on a universal and internationally and
effectively verifiable comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty no
later than 1996, and utmost restraint that should be exercised
by the nuclear-weapon States pending the entry into force of
that treaty,

(b) The immediate commencement and early
conclusion of negotiations on a non-discriminatory and
universally applicable convention banning the production of
fissile materials for nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive
devices in accordance with the statement of the Special
Coordinator of the Conference on Disarmament and the
mandate contained therein,

(¢) The determined pursuit by the nuclear-weapon
States of systematic and progressive efforts to reduce nuclear
weapons globally, with the ultimate goal of eliminating those
weapons, and by all States of general and complete
disarmament under strict and effective international control,

: Welcoming the adoption of the Comprehensive Nuclear-
Test-Ban Treaty at the fiftieth session of the General
Assembly® and its opening for signature at the beginning of
the fifty-first session, and noting the subsequent signing of that
Treaty by over one hundred and forty Member States,

Weicoming also the smooth start of the strengthened
review process of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons with the successful conclusion in April 1997
of the first meeting of the Preparatory Committee for the next
Review Conference, which will be held in the year 2000,

Recalling that nuclear non-proliferation and the
promotion of nuclear disarmament are key elements in the
maintenance of international peace and security, which is one
of the most important purposes of the United Nations,

1. Urges States not parties to the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons® to accede to it at the
earliest possible date, recognizing the importance of universal
adherence to the Treaty;

2.  Calls for the determined pursuit by the nuclear-
weapon States of systematic and progressive efforts to reduce
nuclear weapons globally, with the ultimate goal of eliminating
those weapons, and by all States of general and complete
disarmament under strict and effective international control,
and invites them to keep States Members of the United Nations
duly informed of the progress or efforts made;

% tbid., decision 2.
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3. Welcomes the ongoing efforts in the dismantlement
of nuclear weapons, and notes the importance of the safe and
effective management of the resultant fissile materials;

4.  Calls upon all States parties to the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons to make their best
efforts for the success of the next Review Conference, which
will be held in the year 2000;

S.  Calls upon all States to implement fully their
commitments in the field of disarmament and non-proliferation
of weapons of mass destruction.

67th plenary meeting
9 December 1997

L
NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 49/75 E of 15 December 1994 on
a step-by-step reduction of the nuclear threat, and its
resolutions 50/70 P of 12 December 1995 and 51/45 O of 10
December 1996 on nuclear disarmament,

Reaffirming the commitment of the international
community to the goal of the total elimination of nuclear
weapons and the creation of a nuclear-weapon-free world,

Bearing in mind that the Convention on the Prohibition
of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of
Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on Their
Destruction® and the Convention on the Prohibition of the
Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical
Weapons and on Their Destruction” have already established
legal regimes on the complete prohibition of biological and
chemical weapons, respectively, and determined to achieve a
nuclear weapons convention on the prohibition of the testing,
develepment, production, stockpiling, loan, transfer, use and
threat of use of nuclear weapons and on their destruction, and
to conclude such an international convention at an early date,

Recognizing that there now exist favourable conditions
for creating a world free of nuclear weapons,

Bearing in mind paragraph 50 of the Final Document of
the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly,* the first
special session devoted to disarmament, calling for the urgent
negotiation of agreements for the cessation of the qualitative
improvement and development of nuclear-weapon systems,
and for a comprehensive and phased programme with agreed
time-frames, wherever feasible, for the progressive and
balanced reduction of nuclear weapons and their means of
delivery, leading to their ultimate and complete elimination at
the earliest possible time,

Reiterating the highest priority accorded to nuclear
disarmament in the Final Document of the Tenth Special
Session of the General Assembly and by the international
commumity,

Recognizing that the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban
Treaty* and any proposed treaty on fissile material for nuclear
weapons or other nuclear explosive devices must constitute
disarmament measures, and not only non-proliferation
measures, and that these measures, together with an
international legal instrument on adequate security assurances
for non-nuclear-weapon States and an international convention
prohibiting the use of nuclear weapons, must be integral steps
leading to the total elimination of nuclear weapons within a
time-bound framework,

Welcoming the entry into force of the Treaty on the
Reduction and Limitation of Strategic Offensive Arms,” to
which Belarus, Kazakhstan, the Russian Federation, Ukraine
and the United States of America are States parties,

Welcoming also the conclusion of the Treaty on Further
Reduction and Limitation of Strategic Offensive Arms® by the
Russian Federation and the United States of America and the
ratification of that Treaty by the United States of America, and
looking forward to the full implementation of the START I%
and START II* Treaties by the States parties, and to further
concrete steps for nuclear disarmament by all nuclear-weapon
States,

Noting with appreciation the unilateral measures by the
nuclear-weapon States for nuclear arms limitation, and
encouraging them to undertake further such measures,

Recognizing the complementarity of bilateral and
multilateral negotiations on nuclear disarmament, and that
bilateral negotiations can never replace multilateral
negotiations in this respect,

Noting the support expressed in the Conference on
Disarmament and in the General Assembly for the elaboration
of an international convention to assure non-nuclear-weapon
States against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons, and
the multilateral efforts in the Conference on Disarmament to
reach agreement on such an international convention at an
early date,

Recalling the advisory opinion of the International Court
of Justice on the Legality of the Threat or Use of Nuclear
Weapons, issued on 8 July 1996,°' and welcoming the
unanimous reaffirmation by all Judges of the Court that there
exists an obligation for all States to pursue in good faith and
bring to a conclusion negotiations leading to nuclear
disarmament in all its aspects under strict and effective
international control,

Mindful of paragraph 84 and other relevant
recommendations in the Final Document of the Eleventh
Conference of Heads of State or Government of the Non-
Aligned Countries, held at Cartagena de Indias, Colombia,
from 18 to 20 October 1995,% calling upon the Conference on
Disarmament to establish, on a priority basis, an ad hoc
committee to commence negotiations early in 1996 on a
phased programme of nuclear disarmament and for the

51 A/51/218, annex.
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eventual elimination of nuclear weapons within a time-bound
framework; paragraph 58 of the final document of the Twelfth
Ministerial Conference of the Movement of Non-Aligned
Countries, held at New Delhi on 7 and 8 April 1997;% and
paragraphs 40 to 42 of the communiqué of the Meeting of
Ministers for Foreign Affairs and Heads of Delegations of the
Movement of Non-Aligned Countries to the Fifty-second
Session of the General Assembly, held in New York on 25
September 1997, which called for, as a first step, the
conclusion of a universal and legally binding multilateral
agreement committing all States to the total elimination of
nuclear weapouns,

Bearing in mind the proposal of twenty-eight delegations
to the Conference on Disarmament that are members of the
Group of 21 for a programme of action for the elimination of
nuclear weapons,* and expressing its conviction that this
proposal will be an important input and will contribute to
negotiations on this question in the Conference,

Commending the initiative by twenty-six delegations to
the Conference on Disarmament that are members of the
Group of 21,% proposing a comprehensive mandate for an ad
hoc committee on nuclear disarmament, which includes
negotiations for, as a first step, a universal and legally binding
multilateral agreement committing all States to the objective of
the total elimination of nuclear weapons, an agreement on
further steps required in a phased programme with time-frames
leading to the total elimination of these weapons and a
convention on the prohibition of the production of fissile
material for nuclear weapons and other nuclear explosive
devices taking into account the report of the Special
Coordinator on that item®® and the views relating to the scope
of the treaty,

1.  Recogmizes that, in view of recent political
developments, the time is now opportune for all nuclear-
weapon States to undertake effective disarmament measures
with a view to the total elimination of these weapons within a
time-bound framework;

2. Recognizes also that there is a genuine need to de-
emphasize the role of nuclear weapons, and to review and
revise nuclear doctrines accordingly;

3. Urges the nuclear-weapon States to stop
immediately the qualitative improvement, development,
production and stockpiling of nuclear warheads and their
delivery systems;

2 A/51/912-8/1997/406, annex; see Official Records of the Security
Council, Fifty-second Year, Supplement for July, August and
September 1997, document S/1997/406.

8 A/52/447-8/1997/775, annex; see Official Records of the Security
Council, Fifty-second Year, Supplement for October, November and
December 1997, document 8/1997/775.

% A/C.1/51/12, annex.

 Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-second Session,
Supplement No. 27 (A/52/27), para. 30.

% CD/1299.

4.  Reiterates its call upon the nuclear-weapon States
to undertake the step-by-step reduction of the nuclear threat
and a phased programme of progressive and balanced deep
reductions of nuclear weapons, and to carry out effective
nuclear disarmament measures with a view to the total
elimination of these weapons within a time-bound framework;

5. Expresses its concern at the continuing opposition
by some States to the establishment of an ad hoc committee on
nuclear disarmament in the Conference on Disarmament, as
called for in General Assembly resolution 51/45 O;

6.  Reiterates its call upon the Conference on
Disarmament to establish, on a priority basis, an ad hoc
committee on nuclear disarmament to commence negotiations
early in 1998 on a phased programme of nuclear disarmament
and for the eventual elimination of nuclear weapons within a
time-bound framework through a nuclear weapons convention;

7. Urges the Conference on Disarmament to take into
account in this regard the proposal of the twenty-eight
delegations for a programme of action for the elimination of
nuclear weapons,* as well as the mandate for the ad hoc
comumittee on nuclear disarmament, proposed by the twenty-
six delegations;%

8.  Regquests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly at its fifty-third session a report on the
implementation of the present resolution;

9. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "Nuclear disarmament",

67th plenary meeting
9 December 1997

M

BILATERAL NUCLEAR ARMS NEGOTIATIONS AND NUCLEAR
DISARMAMENT

The General Assembly,
Recalling its previous relevant resolutions,

Recognizing the fundamental changes that have taken
place with respect to international security, which have
permitted agreements on deep reductions in the nuclear
armaments of the States possessing the largest inventories of
such weapons,

Mindful that it is the responsibility and obligation of all
States fo contribute to the process of the relaxation of
international tension and to the strengthening of international
peace and security and, in this connection, to adopt and
implement measures towards the attainment of general and
complete disarmament under strict and effective international
control,

Appreciating a number of positive developments in the
field of nuclear disarmament, in particular the Treaty between
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States
of America on the Elimination of Their Intermediate-Range
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and Shorter-Range Missiles,*” and the treaties on the reduction
and limitation of strategic offensive arms,

Appreciating also the indefinite extension of the Treaty
on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons,® and
acknowledging the importance of the determined pursuit by
the nuclear-weapon States of systematic and progressive
efforts to reduce nuclear weapons globally, with the ultimate
goal of eliminating those weapons, and by all States of general
and complete disarmament under strict and effective
international control,

Welcoming the steps that have already been taken by the
Russian Federation and the United States of America to begin
the process of reducing the number of nuclear weapons and
removing such weapons from a deployed status, and bilateral
agreements on de-targeting strategic nuclear missiles,

Noting the new climate of relations between the States of
the former Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United
States of America, which permits them to intensify their
cooperative efforts to ensure the safety, security, and
environmentally sound destruction of nuclear weapons,

Recalling the Moscow Summit Declaration on Nuclear
Safety and Security of April 1996,

Urging early action to complete the ratification of the
Treaty on Further Reduction and Limitation of Strategic
Offensive Arms® and further intensification of efforts to
accelerate the implementation of agreements and unilateral
decisions relating to nuclear arms reduction,

Appreciating the joint statement on future reductions in
nuclear forces and the joint statement outlining the elements of
an agreement for higher-velocity theatre missile defence
systems, both issued on 21 March 1997 by the Russian
Federation and the United States of America,” as well as their
Jjoint statement of 10 May 1995 in connection with the Treaty
on the Limitation of Anti-Ballistic Missile Systems,®

Welcoming the significant reductions made by other
nuclear-weapon States, and encouraging all nuclear-weapon
States to consider appropriate measures relating to nuclear
disarmament,

1. Welcomes the entry into force of the Treaty on the
Reduction and Limitation of Strategic Offensive Arms, signed
in Moscow on 31 July 1991 by the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics and the United States of America,* including the
Protocol to that Treaty signed at Lisbon on 23 May 1992 by
the parties thereto, and the exchange of documents of
ratification between Belarus, Kazakhstan, the Russian
Federation, Ukraine and the United States of America on 5
December 1994 at Budapest;

7 The United Nations Disarmament Yearbook, vol. 12: 1987 (United
Nations publication, Sales No. E.88.1X.2), appendix VIL

8 A/51/131, annex L.
® United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 944, No. 13446.

2. Also welcomes the signing of the Treaty between the
Russian Federation and the United States of America on
Further Reduction and Limitation of Strategic Offensive Arms
in Moscow on 3 January 1993,% and urges the parties to take
the steps necessary to bring that Treaty into force at the earliest
possible date;

3. Further welcomes the joint statement issued at
Helsinki on 21 March 1997,% in which Presidents Yeltsin and
Clinton reached an understanding that after the entry into force
of START II, their two countries would immediately
commence negotiations on a START III agreement, which
would include the establishment, by 31 December 2007, of
lower aggregate levels of 2,000 to 2,500 strategic nuclear
warheads, take measures relating to the transparency of
strategic nuclear warhead inventories and destruction of
strategic nuclear warheads, and carry out other actions to
promote the irreversibility of these deep reductions;

4,  Notes with satisfaction the Protocol to START 11,
the Joint Agreed Statement, and the Leiters on Early
Deactivation, signed by the Russian Federation and the United
States of America in New York on 26 September 1997, which
are intended to promote the further process of still deeper
reductions and limitations of strategic offensive arms;

5. Welcomes the signing on 26 September 1997 by
Belarus, Kazakhstan, the Russian Federation, Ukraine and the
United States of America of a number of significant
agreements that contribute to ensuring the viability of the
Treaty on the Limitation of Anti-Balilistic Missile Systems;®

6.  Expresses its satisfaction at the entry into force and
ongoing implementation of the 1991 Treaty® as well as the
advice and consent of the Senate of the United States of
America to the 1993 Treaty,* and expresses its hope that it
will soon be possible for the Russian Federation to take
corresponding steps for ratifying that Treaty;

7.  Expresses further satisfaction at the continuing
implementation of the Treaty between the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics and the United States of America on the
Elimination of Their Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range
Missiles,” in particular at the completion by the parties of the
destruction of all their declared missiles subject to elimination
under the Treaty;

8.  Welcomes the removal of all nuclear weapons from
the territory of Kazakhstan as of 1 June 1995, from the
territory of Ukraine as of 1 June 1996, and from the territory
of Belarus as of 30 November 1996;

9. Encourages Belarus, Kazakhstan, the Russian
Federation, Ukraine and the United States of America to
continue their cooperative efforts aimed at eliminating nuclear
weapons and strategic offensive arms on the basis of existing
agreements, and welcomes the contributions that other States
are making to such cooperation as well;

10. Welcomes the participation in the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons® of Belarus,
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Kazakhstan and Ukraine as non-nuclear States, which thereby
provided notable enhancement of the non-proliferation regime;

11. Urges the Russian Federation and the United States
of America to commence negotiations on a START I
agreement immediately after START I enters into force,
thereby realizing the understandings they reached in the joint
statement issued at Helsinki;*’

12. Encourages and supports the Russian Federation
and the United States of America in their efforts to reduce their
nuclear weapons and to continue to give those efforts the
highest priority in order to contribute to the ultimate goal of
eliminating those weapons;

13.  Invites the Russian Federation and the United States
of America to keep other States Members of the United
Nations duly informed of progress in their discussions and in
the implementation of their strategic offensive arms
agreements and unilateral decisions.

67th plenary meeting
9 December 1997

N

THE NUCLEAR-WEAPON-FREE SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE
AND ADJACENT AREAS

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 51/45 B of 10 December 1996,

Determined to continue to contribute to the prevention of
the proliferation of nuclear weapons in all its aspects and to the
process of general and complete disarmament under strict and
effective international control, in particular in the field of
nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction, with
a view to strengthening international peace and security, in
accordance with the purposes and principles of the Charter of
the United Nations,

Recalling the provisions on nuclear-weapon-free zones
of the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of the
General Assembly,® the first special session devoted to
disarmament, as well as of the decision on principles and
objectives for nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament of
the 1995 Review and Extension Conference of the Parties to
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons,*

Stressing the importance of the treaties of Tlatelolco,”
Rarotonga,” Bangkok,” and Pelindaba,” establishing nuclear-
weapon-free zones, as well as the Antarctic Treaty,” to, inter
alia, the ultimate objective of achieving a world entirely free

 Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America
and the Caribbean.

" South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty.

7 Treaty on the South-East Asia Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone.
 African Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone Treaty.

™ United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 402, No. 5778.

of nuclear weapons, and underlining aiso the value of
enhancing cooperation among the nuclear-weapon-free zone
treaty members by means of mechanisms such as joint
meetings of States parties, signatories and observers to those
treaties,

Recalling the applicable principles and rules of
international law relating to rights of passage through maritime
space, including under the United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea,”

1. Welcomes the contribution that the Antarctic
Treaty™ and the treaties of Tlatelolco,® Rarotonga”
Bangkok™ and Pelindaba™ are making towards freeing the
entire southern hemisphere and adjacent areas covered by
those treaties from nuclear weapons;

2. Calls for the ratification of the treaties of Tlatelolco,
Rarotonga, Bangkok and Pelindaba by all regional States, and
calls upon all concerned States to continue to work together in
order to facilitate adherence to the protocols to nuclear-
weapon-free zone treaties by all relevant States that have not
yet done so;

3.  Welcomes the steps taken to conclude further
nuclear-weapon-free zone treaties on the basis of arrangements
freely arrived at among the States of the region concerned, and
calls upon all States to consider all relevant proposals,
including those reflected in its resolutions on the establishment
of nuclear-weapon-free zones in the Middle East and South
Asia;

4. Stresses the role of nuclear-weapon-free zones in
strengthening the nuclear non-proliferation regime and in
extending the areas of the world that are nuclear-weapon-free,
and, with particular reference to the responsibilities of the
nuclear-weapon States, calls upon all States to support the
process of nuclear disarmament, with the ultimate goal of
eliminating all nuclear weapons;

5. Calls upon the States parties and signatories to the
treaties of Tlatelolco, Rarotonga, Bangkok and Pelindaba, in
order to pursue the common goals envisaged in those treaties
and to promote the nuclear-weapon-free status of the southern
hemisphere and adjacent areas, to explore and implement
further ways and means of cooperation among themselves and
their treaty agencies;

6. Encourages the competent authorities of nuclear-
weapon-free zone treaties to provide assistance to the States
parties and signatories to such treaties so as to facilitate the
accomplishment of these goals;

7.  Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "The nuclear-weapon-free
southern hemisphere and adjacent areas",

67th plenary meetin,
9 December 199

7S Official Records of the Third United Nations Conference on the
Law of the Sea, vol. XVII (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.84.V.3), document A/CONF.62/122,
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o

ADVISORY OPINION OF THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF
JUSTICE ON THE LEGALITY OF THE THREAT OR USE OF
NUCLEAR WEAPONS

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 49/75 K of 15 December 1994
and 51/45 M of 10 December 1996,

Convinced that the continuing existence of nuclear
weapons poses a threat to all humanity and that their use
would have catastrophic consequences for all life on Earth, and
recognizing that the only defence against a nuclear catastrophe
is the total elimination of nuclear weapons and the certainty
that they will never be produced again,

Mindful of the solemn obligations of States parties,
undertaken in article VI of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation
of Nuclear Weapons,?® particularly to pursue negotiations in
good faith on effective measures relating to cessation of the
nuclear arms race at an early date and to nuclear disarmament,

Recailing the principles and objectives for nuclear non-
proliferation and disarmament adopted at the 1995 Review
and Extension Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons,® and in particular the
objective of determined pursuit by the nuclear-weapon States
of systematic and progressive efforts to reduce nuclear
weapons globally, with the ultimate goal of eliminating those
weapons,

Recalling also the adoption of the Comprehensive
Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty in its resolution 50/245 of 10
September 1996,

Recognizing with satisfaction that the Antarctic Treaty™
and the treaties of Tlatelolco,” Rarotonga,” Bangkok™ and
Pelindaba™ are gradually freeing the entire southern
hemisphere and adjacent areas covered by those treaties from
nuclear weapons,

Noting the efforts by the States possessing the largest
inventories of nuclear weapons to reduce their stockpiles of
such weapons through bilateral and unilateral agreements or
arrangements, and calling for the intensification of such efforts
to accelerate the significant reduction of nuclear-weapon
arsenals,

Recognizing the need for a multilaterally negotiated and
legally binding instrument to assure non-nuclear-weapon
States against the threat or use of nuclear weapons,

Reaffirming the central role of the Conference on
Disarmament as the single multilateral disarmament
negotiating forum, and regretting the lack of progress in
disarmament negotiations, particularly nuclear disarmament,
in the Conference on Disarmament during its 1997 session,

Emphasizing the need for the Conference on
Disarmament to commence negotiations on a phased

programme for the complete elimination of nuclear weapons
with a specified framework of time,

Desiring to achieve the objective of a legally binding
prohibition of the development, production, testing,
deployment, stockpiling, threat or use of nuclear weapons and
their destruction under effective international control,

Recalling the advisory opinion of the International Court
of Justice on the Legality of the Threat or Use of Nuclear
Weapons, issued on 8 July 1996.°

1. Underlines once again the unanimous conclusion of
the International Court of Justice that there exists an obligation
to pursue in good faith and bring to a conclusion negotiations
leading to nuclear disarmament in all its aspects under strict
and effective international control,

2. Calls once again upon all States immediately to
fuifil that obligation by commencing multilateral negotiations
in 1998 leading to an early conclusion of a nuclear weapons
convention prohibiting the development, production, testing,
deployment, stockpiling, transfer, threat or use of nuclear
weapons and providing for their elimination;

3. Requests all States to inform the Secretary-General
of the efforts and measures they have taken on the
implementation of the present resolution and nuclear
disarmament, and requests the Secretary-General to apprise the
General Assembly of that information at its fifty-third session;

4.  Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "Follow-up to the advisory
opinion of the International Court of Justice on the Legality of
the Threat or Use of Nuclear Weapons".

67th plenary meeting
9 December 1997

P
REGIONAL DISARMAMENT

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 45/58 P of 4 December 1990,
46/36 I of 6 December 1991, 47/52 J of 9 December 1992,
48/75 1 of 16 December 1993, 49/75 N of 15 December 1994,
50/70 K of 12 December 1995 and 51/45 K of 10 December
1996 on regional disarmament,

Believing that the efforts of the international community
to move towards the ideal of general and complete
disarmament are guided by the inherent human desire for
genuine peace and security, the elimination of the danger of
war and the release of economic, intellectual and other
resources for peaceful pursuits,

Affirming the abiding commitment of all States to the
purposes and principles enshrined in the Charter of the United
Nations in the conduct of their international relations,
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Noting that essential guidelines for progress towards
general and complete disarmament were adopted at the tenth
special session of the General Assembly,*

Taking note of the guidelines and recommendations for
regional approaches to disarmament within the context of
global security adopted by the Disarmament Commission at its
1993 substantive session,’®

Welcoming the prospects of genuine progress in the field
of disarmament engendered in recent years as a result of
negotiations between the two super-Powers,

Taking note of the recent proposals for disarmament at
the regional and subregional levels,

Recognizing the importance of confidence-building
measures for regional and international peace and security,

Convinced that endeavours by countries to promote
regional disarmament, taking into account the specific
characteristics of each region and in accordance with the
principle of undiminished security at the lowest level of
armaments, would enhance the security of all States and would
thus contribute to international peace and security by reducing
the risk of regional conflicts,

1. Stresses that sustained efforts are needed, within the
framework of the Conference on Disarmament and under the
umbrella of the United Nations, to make progress on the entire
range of disarmament issues;

2. Affirms that global and regional approaches to
disarmament complement each other and should therefore be
pursued simultaneously to promote regional and international
peace and security;

3. Calls upon States to conclude agreements, wherever
possible, for nuclear non-proliferation, disarmament and
confidence-building measures at the regional and subregional
levels;

4. Welcomes the initiatives towards disarmament,
nuclear non-proliferation and security undertaken by some
countries at the regional and subregional levels;

5. Supports and encourages efforts aimed at
promoting confidence-building measures at the regional and
subregional levels in order to ease regional tensions and to
further disarmament and nuclear non-proliferation measures at
the regional and subregional levels;

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "Regional disarmament".

67th plenary meeting
9 December 1997

™ Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-eighth Session,
Supplement No. 42 (A/48/42), annex 11,

Q

CONVENTIONAL ARMS CONTROL AT THE REGIONAL
AND SUBREGIONAL LEVELS

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 48/75 J of 16 December 1993,
49/75 O of 15 December 1994, 50/70 L of 12 December 1995
and 51/45 Q of 10 December 1996,

Recognizing the crucial role of conventional arms contro}
in promoting regional and international peace and security,

Convinced that conventional arms control needs to be
pursued primarily in the regional and subregional contexts
since most threats to peace and security in the post-cold-war
era arise mainly among States Jocated in the same region or
subregion,

Aware that the preservation of a balance in the defence
capabilities of States at the lowest level of armaments would
contribute to peace and stability and should be a prime
objective of conventional arms control,

Desirous of promoting agreements to strengthen regional
peace and security at the lowest possible leve! of armaments
and military forces,

Noting with particular interest the initiatives taken in this
regard in different regions of the world, in particular the
commencement of consultations among a number of Latin
American countries and the proposals for conventional arms
control made in the context of South Asia, and recognizing, in
the context of this subject, the relevance and value of the
Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe,” which is a
cornerstone of European security,

Believing that militarily significant States and States with
larger military capabilities have a special responsibility in
promoting such agreements for regional security,

Believing also that an important objective of conventional
arms control in regions of tension should be to prevent the
possibility of military attack launched by surprise and to avoid
aggression,

1. Decides to give urgent consideration to the issues
involved in conventional arms control at the regional and
subregional levels;

2. Regquests the Conference on Disarmament, as a first
step, to consider the formulation of principles that can serve as
a framework for regional agreements on conventional arms
control, and looks forward to a report of the Conference on this
subject;

3. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "Conventional arms control
at the regional and subregional levels".

67th plenary meeting
9 December 1997

7 CD/1064.
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R

TRANSPARENCY IN ARMAMENTS
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 46/36 L of 9 December 1991,
47/52 L of 15 December 1992, 48/75 E of 16 December 1993,
49/75 C of 15 December 1994, 50/70 D of 12 December 1995
and 51/45 H of 10 December 1996,

Continuing to take the view that an enhanced level of
transparency in armaments contributes greatly to confidence-
building and security among States and that the establishment
of the United Nations Register of Conventional Arms*
constitutes an important step forward in the promotion of
transparency in military matters,

Welcoming the consolidated report of the Secretary-
General on the Register,”® which includes the returns of
Member States for 1996,

Welcoming also the response of Member States to the
request contained in paragraphs 9 and 10 of resolution 46/36
L to provide data on their imports and exports of arms, as well
as available background information regarding their military
holdings, procurement through national production and
relevant policies,

Welcoming further the report of the Secretary-General on
the continuing operation of the Register and its further
development,”™

Stressing that the continuing operation of the Register
and its further development should be reviewed in order to
secure a Register that is capable of attracting the widest
possible participation,

1. Reaffirms its determination to ensure the effective
operation of the United Nations Register of Conventional
Arms? as provided for in paragraphs 7 to 10 of resolution
46/36 L,

2.  Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on
the continuing operation of the Register and its further
development,” and endorses the recommendations contained
therein;

3. Calls upon Member States, with a view to achieving
universal participation, to provide the Secretary-General by 31
May annually with the requested data and information for the
Register, including nil reports if appropriate, on the basis of
resolutions 46/36 L and 47/52 L and the recommendations
contained in paragraph 64 of the 1997 report of the Secretary-
General on the continuing operation of the Register and its
further development;”®

" A/52/312 and Corr.1 and 2 and Add.1 and 2.
 A/52/316.

4. Invites Member States'in a position to do so,
pending further development of the Register, to provide
additional information on procurement from national
production and military holdings and to make use of the
"Remarks" column in the standardized reporting form to
provide additional information such as types or models;

5. Decides, with a view to further development of the
Register, to keep the scope of and participation in the Register
under review, and to that end:

(@) Requests Member States to provide the Secretary-
General with their views on the continuing operation of the
Register and its further development and on transparency
measures related to weapons of mass destruction;

(b) Requests the Secretary-General, with the assistance
of a group of governmental experts to be convened in the year
2000 on the basis of equitable geographical representation, to
prepare a report on the continuing operation of the Register
and its further development, taking into account the work of
the Conference on Disarmament, the views expressed by
Member States and his reports on the continuing operation of
the Register and its further development,®® with a view to a
decision at its fifty-fifth session;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to implement the
recommendations within his competence contained in his 1997
report on the continuing operation of the Register and its
further development and to ensure that sufficient resources are
made available for the Secretariat to operate and maintain the
Register;

7.  Invites the Conference on Disarmament to consider
continuing its work undertaken in the field of transparency in
armaments;

8.  Reiterates its call upon all Member States to
cooperate at the regional and subregional levels, taking fully
into account the specific conditions prevailing in the region or
subregion, with a view to enhancing and coordinating
international efforts aimed at increased openness and
transparency in armaments;

9.  Requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its fifty-third session on progress made
in implementing the present resolution;

10. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "Transparency in
armaments",

67th plenary meetin
9 December 199

® A/49/316 and A/52/316.
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S

ESTABLISHMENT OF A NUCLEAR-WEAPON-FREE ZONE
N CENTRAL ASIA

The General Assembly,

Emphasizing the importance of internationally recognized
agreements on the establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones
in various regions of the world,

Recalling paragraphs 60, 61, 62 and 64 of the Final
Document of the Tenth Special Session of the General
Assembly,” the provisions of the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons® and paragraphs 5 and 6 of
the decision entitled "Principles and objectives for nuclear
non-proliferation and disarmament" in the Final Document of
the 1995 Review and Extension Conference of the Parties to
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons,*
concerning the establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones,

Recalling also the, Almaty Declaration of the heads of
State of the Central Asian States of 28 February 1997% and the
statement issued at Tashkent on 15 September 1997 by the
Ministers for Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan on the establishment
of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in Central Asia,®

Reaffirming the generally recognized role of the United
Nations in promoting the establishment of nuclear-weapon-
free zones,

Convinced that the establishment of nuclear-weapon-free
zones in various regions of the world can contribute to the
achievement of general and complete disarmament,

Believing that the establishment of nuclear-weapon-free
zones in various regions, including Central Asia, will help to
strengthen peace and stability at both the regional and the
global levels and is in the interest of the security of the States
in the Central Asian region,

Welcoming the offer of Kyrgyzstan to hold a consultative
meeting of experts on the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-
free zone in Central Asia at Bishkek in 1998,

1. Calls upon all States to support the initiative aimed
at the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in Central
Asia;

2. Requests the Secretary-General, within existing
resources, to provide assistance to the Central Asian countries
in the preparation of the form and elements of an agreement on
the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in Central
Asia;

3. Decides to consider the question of the
establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in Central Asia

3 A/52/112, annex.
52 A/52/390, annex.

at its fifty-third session under the agenda item entitled
"General and complete disarmament”.

67th plenary meeting
9 December 1997

T

STATUS OF THE CONVENTION ON THE PROHIBITION OF THE
DEVELOPMENT, PRODUCTION, STOCKPILING AND USE OF
CHEMICAL WEAPONS AND ON THEIR DESTRUCTION

The General Assembly,

Recalling its previous resolutions on the subject of
chemical and bacteriological (biological) weapons, in
particular resolution 51/45 T of 10 December 1996, adopted
without a vote,

Determined to achieve the effective prohibition of the
development, production, acquisition, transfer, stockpiling and
use of chemical weapons and their destruction,

1. Welcomes the fact that the Convention on the
Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling and
Use of Chemical Weapons and on Their Destruction® entered
into force on 29 April 1997 with eighty-seven original States
parties as well as the fact that seventeen States have
subsequently become States parties to the Convention;

2. Notes with satisfaction that the First Conference of
States Parties held at The Hague in the Kingdom of the
Netherlands from 6 to 23 May 1997 successfully launched the
Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons with
Ambassador Jose M. Bustani of Brazil as the first Director-
General;

3. Emphasizes the necessity of universal adherence to
the Convention, and calls upon all States that have not yet
done so to become States parties to the Convention without
delay;

4. Stresses the vital importance of full and effective
implementation of, and compliance with, all provisions of the
Convention;

5. Notes with satisfaction that the Organization for the
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons has quickly initiated
verification activities, including the processing of declarations
of States parties and the conducting of inspections of chemical
weapons-related and other declared facilities as required by the
Convention, and underlines the importance of the early
initiation of activities under all relevant provisions of the
Convention by the Organization for the Prohibition of
Chemical Weapons;

6. Stresses the importance to the Convention that all
possessors of chemical weapons, chemical weapons production
facilities or chemical weapons development facilities,
including previously declared possessor States, should be
among the States parties o the Convention, and welcomes
recent progress to that end;
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7.  Urges all States parties to the Convention to meet in
full their obligations under the Convention and to support the
Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons in its
implementation activities;

8.  Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "Implementation of the
Convention on the Prohibition of the Development,
Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on
Their Destruction”.

67th plenary meeting
9 December 1997

5§2/39.  Review and implementation of the Concluding
Document of the Twelfth Special Session of the

General Assembly
A

UNITED NATIONS REGIONAL CENTRE FOR PEACE AND
DISARMAMENT IN ASIA AND THE PACIFIC

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 42/39 D of 30 November 1987
and 44/117 F of 15 December 1989, by which it established
the United Nations Regional Centre for Peace and
Disarmament in Asia and renamed it the United Nations
Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in Asia and the
Pacific, with headquarters at Kathmandu and with the mandate
of providing, on request, substantive support for the initiatives
and other activities mutually agreed upon by the Member
States of the Asia-Pacific region for the implementation of
measures for peace and disarmament, through appropriate
utilization of available resources,

Welcoming the report of the Secretary-General,® in
which he expresses his belief that the mandate of the Regional
Centre remains valid and that the Centre could be a useful
instrument for fostering a climate of cooperation in the post-
cold-war era,

Commending the useful activities carried out by the
Regional Centre in encouraging regional and subregional
dialogue for the enhancement of openness, transparency and
confidence-building, as well as the promotion of disarmament
and security through the organization of regional meetings,
which has come to be widely known within the Asia-Pacific
region as the "Kathmandu process",

Noting that trends in the post-cold-war era have
emphasized the function of the Regional Centre in assisting
Member States as they deal with new security concerns and
disarmament issues emerging in the region,

Recognizing the need for the Regional Centre to pursue
effectively its expanded function,

B A/52/309 and Corr.1.

Expressing its appreciation to the Regional Centre for its
organization of substantive regional meetings at Kathmandu
and at Sapporo, Japan, in 1997,

Appreciating highly the important role Nepal has played
as the host nation of the headquarters of the Regional Centre,

1. Reaffirms its resolution 50/71 D of 12 December
1995, in particular its strong support for the continued
operation and further strengthening of the United Nations
Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in Asia and the
Pacific as an essential promoter of the regional peace and
disarmament dialogue in the Asia-Pacific region known as the
"Kathmandu process”;

2. Welcomes the fact that 1998 will mark the tenth
anniversary of the Kathmandu process;

3. Expresses its appreciation for the continued
political support and financial contribution received by the
Regional Centre;

4.  Appeals to Member States, in particular those within
the Asia-Pacific region, as well as to international
governmental and non-governmental organizations and
foundations, to make voluntary contributions so as to
strengthen the programme of activities of the Regional Centre
and its implementation;

S.  Reguests the Secretary-General to provide all
necessary support, within existing resources, to the Regional
Centre in carrying out its programme of activities;

6.  Also requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its fifty-third session on the
implementation of the present resolution;

7.  Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "United Nations Regional
Centre for Peace and Disarmament in Asia and the Pacific".

67th plenary meeting
9 December 1997

B
REGIONAL CONFIDENCE-BUILDING MEASURES
The General Assembly,

Recalling the purposes and principles of the United
Nations and its primary responsibility for the maintenance of
international peace and security in accordance with the Charter
of the United Nations,

Bearing in mind the guidelines for general and complete
disarmament adopted at its tenth special session, the first
special session devoted to disarmament,

Recalling its resolutions 43/78 H and 43/85 of 7
December 1988, 44/21 of 15 November 1989, 45/58 M of 4
December 1990, 46/37 B of 6 December 1991, 47/53 F of 15
December 1992, 48/76 A of 16 December 1993, 49/76 C of 15
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December 1994, 50/71 B of 12 December 1995 and 51/46 C
of 10 December 1996,

Considering the importance and effectiveness of
confidence-building measures taken at the initiative and with
the participation of all States concerned, and taking into
account the specific characteristics of each region, since such
measures can confribute to regional disarmament and to
international security, in accordance with the principles of the
Charter,

Convinced that the resources released by disarmament,
including regional disarmament, can be devoted to economic
and social development and to the protection of the
environment for the benefit of all peoples, in particular those
of the developing countries,

Convinced also that development can be achieved only
in a climate of peace, security and mutual confidence both
within and among States,

Bearing in mind the establishment by the Secretary-
General on 28 May 1992 of the United Nations Standing
Advisory Committee on Security Questions in Central Africa,
the purpose of which is to encourage arms limitation,
disarmament, non-proliferation and development in the
subregion,

Recalling the Brazzaville Declaration on Cooperation for
Peace and Security in Central Africa,®

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on
regional confidence-building measures,® which deals with the
activities of the United Nations Standing Advisory Committee
on Security Questions in Central Affica in the period since the
adoption by the General Assembly of resolution 51/46 C;

2. Reaffirms its support for efforts aimed at promoting
confidence-building measures at regional and subregional
levels in order to ease tensions and conflicts in the subregion
and to further disarmament, non-proliferation and the peaceful
settiement of disputes in Central Africa;

3. Also reaffirms its support for the programme of
work of the Standing Advisory Committee adopted at the
organizational meeting of the Committee held at Yaoundé in
July 1992;

4. Invites the States members of the Standing Advisory
Committee that have not yet signed the Non-Aggression Pact
to do so, and encourages all member States to expedite
ratification, being convinced that the entry into force of the
Pact will effectively contribute to the prevention of conflicts in
the Central African subregion;

5. Welcomes with satisfaction the programmes and
activities of the Standing Advisory Committee for the period
1997-1998, adopted by the member States during the ninth

8 A/50/474, annex [
8 A/52/203,

ministerial meeting held at Libreville from 7 to 11 July 1997,%
which are designed:

(a) To set up and render operational at the earliest
opportunity and on the basis of voluntary contributions an
early warning system for Central Africa;

() To launch programmes designed to retrain
demobilized soldiers and prepare them for reintegration into
civilian life;

(c) To combat the illegal circulation of weapons and
drugs in the subregion;

(d) To organize training seminars so as to strengthen
the capacity of the Central African States to participate more
actively in peacekeeping operations organized under the
auspices of the United Nations and the Organization of African
Unity;

() To organize joint military exercises to simulate the
conduct of standard peacekeeping operations;

() To organize, for members of the armed forces and
security forces of the Central African States, seminars and
awareness programmes relating to the conduct of public
affairs, the rule of law and respect for human rights;

(8) To hold a subregional conference on the topic
"Democratic institutions and peace in Central Africa":

(A) Torevert to the holding of two annual mestings of
the Standing Advisory Committee at the ministerial level in
order to further consultations among the member States;

6.  Expresses its conviction that the full implementation
of those measures and activities will contribute to the
promotion of confidence among the member States, the
establishment of democracy and good governance and the
consolidation of peace in the Central African subregion;

7. Welcomes the participation, at the invitation of the
Government of Gabon, of representatives of the States
permanent members of the Security Council in the ninth
ministerial meeting of the Standing Advisory Committee, and
invites the Secretary-General to facilitate the pursuit of this
type of dialogue, which is likely to strengthen cooperation
between the Council and the countries concerned with a view
to contributing to the peaceful settlement of conflicts in
Central Africa, whenever the States members of the
Committee so request;

8. Thanks the Secretary-General for having established
the Trust Fund for the United Nations Standing Advisory
Committee on Security Questions in Central Africa;

9. Appeals to Member States and to governmental and
non-governmental organizations to make additional voluntary
contributions to the Trust Fund for the implementation of the

%6 See A/52/283-S/1997/644, annex; see Official Records of the
Security Council, Fifty-second Year, Supplement for July, August and
September 1997, document S/1997/644,



I1. Resolutions adopted on the reports of the First Committee i05

programme of work of the Standing Advisory Committee, in
particular the measures and objectives referred to in paragraph
5 above;

10. Regquests the Secretary-General to continue to
provide assistance to the States members of the Standing
Advisory Committee to ensure that they are able to carry on
with their efforts, being convinced that effective cooperation
between the international community and the countries of the
subregion can stimulate the search for peaceful solutions to the
crises and conflicts that occur in the subregion;

11. Also requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly at its fifty-third session a report on the
implementation of the present resolution;

12. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session an item entitled "Regional confidence-
building measures: activities of the United Nations Standing
Advisory Committee on Security Questions in Central Africa".

67th plenary meeting
9 December 1997

C

CONVENTION ON THE PROHIBITION OF THE USE
OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS

The General Assembly,

Convinced that the use of nuclear weapons poses the
most serious threat to the survival of mankind,

Bearing in mind the advisory opinion of the International
Court of Justice of 8 July 1996 on the Legality of the Threat or
Use of Nuclear Weapons,”’

Convinced that a multilateral, universal and binding
agreement prohibiting the use or threat of use of nuclear
weapons would contribute to the elimination of the nuclear
threat and to the climate for negotiations leading to the
ultimate elimination of nuclear weapons, thereby strengthening
international peace and security,

Conscious that some steps taken by the Russian
Federation and the United States of America towards a
reduction of their nuclear weapons and the improvement in the
international climate can contribute towards the goal of the
complete elimination of nuclear weapons,

Recalling that, in paragraph 58 of the Final Document of
the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly,® it is
stated that all States should actively participate in efforts to
bring about conditions in international relations among States
in which a code of peaceful conduct of nations in international
affairs could be agreed upon and that would preclude the use
or threat of use of nuclear weapons,

7 A/51/218, annex.
 Resolution S-10/2.

Reaffirming that any use of nuclear weapons would be a
violation of the Charter of the United Nations and a crime
against humanity, as declared in its resolutions 1653 (XVI) of
24 November 1961, 33/71 B of 14 December 1978, 34/83 G of
11 December 1979, 35/152 D of 12 December 1980 and 36/92
I of 9 December 1981,

Determined to achieve a universal nuclear weapons
convention prohibiting the development, production,
stockpiling and use of nuclear weapons, leading to their
ultimate destruction,

Stressing that an international convention on the
prohibition of the use of nuclear weapons would be an
important step in a phased programme towards the complete
elimination of nuclear weapons within a time-bound
framework,

Noting with regret that the Conference on Disarmament,
during its 1997 session, was unable to undertake negotiations
on this subject as called for in General Assembly resolution
51/46 D of 10 December 1996,

1. Reiterates its request to the Conference on
Disarmament to commence negotiations, in order to reach
agreement on an international convention prohibiting the use
or threat of use of nuclear weapons under any circumstances,
taking as a possible basis the draft Convention on the
Prohibition of the Use of Nuclear Weapons contained in the
annex to the present resolution;

2. Reguests the Conference on Disarmament to report
to the General Assembly on the results of those negotiations.

67th plenary meeting
9 December 1997

ANNEX

Draft Convention on the Prohibition of the Use
of Nuclear Weapons

The States Parties to the present Convention,

Alarmed by the threat to the very survival of mankind
posed by the existence of nuclear weapons,

Convinced that any use of nuclear weapons constitutes a
violation of the Charter of the United Nations and a crime
against humanity,

Desiring to achieve a multilateral, universal and binding
agreement prohibiting the use or threat of use of nuclear
weapons,

Bearing in mind the advisory opinion of the International
Court of Justice that there exists an obligation of all States to
pursue in good faith and bring to a conclusion negotiations
leading to nuclear disarmament in all its aspects under strict
and effective international control,

Determined, therefore, to achieve a universal nuclear
weapons convention prohibiting the development, production,
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stockpiling and use of nuclear weapons, leading to their
ultimate destruction,

Convinced that the present Convention would be an
important step in a phased programme towards the complete
elimination of nuclear weapons within a time-bound
framework,

Determined to continue negotiations for the achievement
of this goal,

Have agreed as follows:
Article 1

The States Parties to the present Convention solemnly
undertake not to use or threaten to use nuclear weapons under
any circumstances.

Article 2
The present Convention shall be of unlimited duration.
Article 3

1. The present Convention shall be open to all States
for signature. Any State that does not sign the Convention
before its entry into force in accordance with paragraph 3 of
the present article may accede to it at any time.

2. The present Convention shall be subject to
ratification by signatory States. Instruments of ratification or
accession shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the
United Nations.

3. The present Convention shall enter into force on the
deposit of instruments of ratification by twenty-five
Governments, including the Governments of the five nuclear-
weapon States, in accordance with paragraph 2 of the present
article.

4. For States whose instruments of ratification or
accession are deposited after the entry into force of the
Convention, it shall enter into force on the date of the deposit
of their instruments of ratification or accession.

5. The depositary shall promptly inform all signatory
and acceding States of the date of each signature, the date of
deposit of each instrument of ratification or accession and the
date of entry into force of the present Convention, as well as of
the receipt of other notices.

6.  The present Convention shall be registered by the
depositary in accordance with Article 102 of the Charter of the
United Nations.

Article 4

The present Convention, of which the Arabic, Chinese,
English, French, Russian and Spanish texts are equally
authentic, shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the
United Nations, who shall send duly certified copies thereof to
the Governments of the signatory and acceding States.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, being duly
authorized thereto by their respective Governments, have
signed the present Convention, opened for signature at

on the day of one thousand
nine hundred and .
D
UNITED NATIONS DISARMAMENT INFORMATION
PROGRAMME
The General Assembly,

Recalling its decision taken in 1982 at its twelfth special
session, the second special session devoted to disarmament, by
which the World Disarmament Campaign was launched,®

Recalling also its resolution 51/46 A of 10 December
1996,

Stressing the importance of informing, educating and
generating public understanding of the importance of and
support for multilateral action, including action by the United
Nations and the Conference on Disarmament, in the field of
arms limitation and disarmament, in a factual, balanced and
objective manner,

Noting the delay in the publication of the 1996 edition of
The United Nations Disarmament Yearbook,

1. Expresses its concern at the continuing decrease in
coniributions to the United Nations Disarmament Information
Programme;

2. Invites the Secretary-General to continue to support
the timely publication and distribution of The United Nations
Disarmament Yearbook.

67th plenary meeting
9 December 1997

52/40. Review of the implementation of the

recommendations and decisions adopted by the
General Assembly at its tenth special session

A
REPORT OF THE CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT
The General Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Conference on
Disarmament,*

Convinced that the Conference on Disarmament, as the
single multilateral disarmament negotiating forum of the

%% See Official Records of the General Assembly, Twelfth Special
Session, Plenary Meetings, 1st meeting, paras. 110 and 111,

% Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifiy-second Session,
Supplement No. 27 (A/52/27).
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international community, has the primary role in substantive
negotiations on priority questions of disarmament,

Considering, in this respect, that the present international
climate should give additional impetus to multilateral
negotiations with the aim of reaching concrete agreements,

Recognizing that the Conference on Disarmament has a
number of urgent and important issues for negotiations,

1.  Reaffirms the role of the Conference on
Disarmament as the single multilateral disarmament
negotiating forum of the international community;

2. Welcomes the determination of the Conference on
Disarmament to fulfil that role in the light of the evolving
international situation, with a view to making early substantive
progress on priority items of its agenda;

3.  Also welcomes the desire of the Conference on
Disarmament to promote substantive progress during its 1998
session, and expresses the hope that appropriate consultations
during the inter-sessional period could lead to the
commencement of early work on various agenda items;

4.  Encourages the Conference on Disarmament to
continue the further review of its membership;

5.  Also encourages the Conference on Disarmament to
intensify further the ongoing review of its agenda and methods
of work;

6. Reguests the Secretary-General to continue to
ensure the provision to the Conference on Disarmament of
adequate administrative, substantive and conference support
services;

7.  Requests the Conference on Disarmament to submit
a report on its work to the General Assembly at its fifty-third
session;

8.  Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "Report of the Conference
on Disarmament”.

67th plenary meeting
9 December 1997

B
REPORT OF THE DISARMAMENT COMMISSION
The General Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Disarmament
Commission,”

Recalling its resolutions 47/54 A of 9 December 1992,
47/54 G of 8 April 1993, 48/77 A of 16 December 1993, 45/77
A of 15 December 1994, 50/72 D of 12 December 1995 and
51/47 B of 10 December 1996,

% Tbid., Supplement No. 42 (A/52/42),

' Considering the role that the Disarmament Commission
has been called upon to play and the contribution that it should
makeé in examining and submitting recommendations on
various problems in the field of disarmament and in the
promotion of the implementation of the relevant decisions
adopted by the General Assembly at its tenth special session,

1. Takes note of the report of the Disarmament
Commission;”’

2. Reaffirms the importance of further enhancing the
dialogue and cooperation among the First Committee, the
Disarmament Commission and the Conference on
Disarmament;

3. Also reaffirms the role of the Disarmament
Commission as the specialized, deliberative body within the
United Nations multilateral disarmament machinery that
allows for in-depth deliberations on specific disarmament
issues, leading to the submission of concrete recommendations
on those issues;

4, Encourages the Disarmament Commission to
continue to make every effort to enhance its working methods
so as to enable it to give focused consideration to a limited
number of priority issues in the field of disarmament, bearing
in mind the decision it has taken to move its agenda towards a
three-item phased approach;

5.  Requests the Disarmament Commission to continue
its work in accordance with its mandate, as set forth in
paragraph 118 of the Final Document of the Tenth Special
Session of the General Assembly,” and with paragraph 3 of
Assembly resolution 37/78 H of 9 December 1982, and to that
end to make every effort to achieve specific recommendations
on the items of its agenda, taking into account the adopted
"Ways and means to enhance the functioning of the
Disarmament Commission";”

6. Welcomes the fact that, pursuant to the adopted
three-item phased approach, the Disarmament Commission, at
its 1997 organizational session, adopted the following items
for consideration at its 1998 substantive session:

(a) The establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones on
the basis of arrangements freely arrived at among the States of
the region concerned;

(b) The fourth special session of the General Assembly
devoted to disarmament;

(c¢) Guidelines on conventional arms control/limitation
and disarmament, with particular emphasis on consolidation of
peace in the context of General Assembly resolution 51/45 N
of 10 December 1996;

7. Requests the Disarmament Commission to meet for
a period not exceeding four weeks during 1998 and to submit

%2 Resolution S-10/2.
% A/CN.10/137.
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a substantive report to the General Assembly at its fifty-third
session;

8. Regquests the Secretary-General to transmit to the
Disarmament Commission the annual report of the Conference
on Disarmament,” together with all the official records of the
fifty-second session of the General Assembly relating to
disarmament matters, and to render all assistance that the
Commission may require for implementing the present
resolution;

9. Also requests the Secretary-General to ensure full
provision to the Disarmament Commission and its subsidiary
bodies of interpretation and translation facilities in the official
languages and to assign, as a matter of priority, all the
necessary resources and services, including verbatim records,
to that end;

10.  Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "Report of the
Disarmament Commission".

67th plenary meeting
9 December 1997

C
ROLE OF THE UNITED NATIONS IN DISARMAMENT
The General Assembly,

Reaffirming that the United Nations has a central role and
primary responsibility in the field of disarmament,

Recalling in this regard the various resolutions and
decisions adopted by the General Assembly, in particular the
principles and priorities established by consensus in the
Declaration and the Programme of Action contained in the
Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of the General
Assembly,” the first special session devoted to disarmament,
which define the role of the United Nations and form the basis
for the existing disarmament machinery, in the context of the
implementation of the responsibilities of the Organization
under the Charter of the United Nations,

Reaffirming the importance of the Conference on
Disarmament as the single multilateral disarmament
negotiating forum, in conformity with paragraph 120 of the
Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of the General
Assembly,

1. Affirms the vision of promoting international peace
and security set out in the Charter of the United Nations and its
provisions concerning the non-use of force and the threat of
force;

2. Underlines the necessity of furthering the objectives
of promoting disarmament and regulating armaments set out
in the Charter, on the basis of negotiations reflecting the
security interests of all States;

3. Reiterates that the adoption and implementation of
disarmament measures should take place in such an equitable
and balanced manner as to ensure the right of each State to

security and to ensure that no individual State or group of
States may obtain advantage over others;

4. Affirms its support for the objectives of nuclear and
conventional disarmament, as set out in the Final Document of
the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly,” the first
special session devoted to disarmament;

5. Reiterates that nuclear disarmament has the highest
priority in efforts to advance disarmament on a universal basis;

6.  Reaffirms its support for the United Nations
machinery on disarmament, which is functioning pursnant to
the decisions adopted at the tenth special session of the
General Assembly;

7. Also reaffirms that the Conference on Disarmament
is the sole multilateral negotiating body on disarmament;

8. Affirms that the implementation of international
treaties dealing with disarmament should be carried out in
accordance with the provisions of those treaties and that
questions regarding compliance should be addressed in
accordance with those provisions and the mechanisms
established or envisaged in those provisions;

9.  Aiso affirms that the Secretariat should support the
realization of the objectives of disarmament, as set out in the
Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of the General
Assembly, which was adopted by consensus.

67th plenary meetin
9 December 199
52/41.  The risk of nuclear proliferation in the Middle
East ~
The General Assembly,

Bearing in mind its relevant resolutions,

Taking note of the relevant resolutions adopted by the
General Conference of the International Atomic Energy
Agency, the latest of which is resolution GC(41)/RES/25,
adopted on 3 October 1997,

Cognizant that the proliferation of nuclear weapons in the
region of the Middle East would pose a serious threat to
international peace and security,

Mindful of the immediate need to place all nuclear
facilities in the region of the Middle East under full-scope
safeguards of the International Atomic Energy Agency,

Recalling the resolution on the Middle East adopted by
the 1995 Review and Extension Conference of the Parties to
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons on 11
May 1995,% in which the Conference noted with concern the
continued existence in the Middle East of unsafeguarded

% See 1995 Review and Extension Conference of the Parties to the
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, Final
Document, Part 1 (NPT/CONF.1995/32 (Part ), annex.
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nuclear facilities, reaffirmed the importance of the early
realization of universal adherence to the Treaty,” and called
upon all States in the Middle East that had not yet done so,
without exception, to accede to the Treaty as soon as possible
and to place all their nuclear facilities under full-scope
International Atomic Energy Agency safeguards,

Recalling also the decision on principles and objectives
for nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament adopted by the
1995 Review and Extension Conference of the Parties to the
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons on 11
May 1995,°% in which the Conference urged universal
adhberence to the Treaty as an urgent priority and called upon
all States not yet party to the Treaty to accede to it at the
earliest date, in particular those States which operate
unsafeguarded nuclear facilities,

Noting that, since the adoption of General Assembly
resolution 51/48 of 10 December 1996, Israel remains the only
State in the Middle East that has not yet become party to the
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons,

Concerned over the threats posed by the proliferation of
nuclear weapons to the security and stability of the region of
the Middle East,

Stressing the importance of uadertaking confidence-
building measures, in particular the establishment of a nuclear-
weapon-free zone in the Middle East, in order to enhance
peace and security in the region and to consolidate the giobal
non-proliferation regime,

Noting the adoption of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-
Ban Treaty®® and its signature by one hundred and forty-nine
States, including a2 number of States in the region,

1. Calls upon the only State in the region of the
Middle East that is not party to the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons® to accede to it without
further delay, and not to develop, produce, test or otherwise
acquire nuclear weapons and to renounce possession of nuclear
weapons, and to place all its unsafeguarded nuclear facilities
under full-scope International Atomic Energy Agency
safeguards as an important confidence-building measure
among all States of the region and as a step towards enhancing
peace and security;

2.  Requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its fifty-third session on the
implementation of the present resolution;

3.  Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "The risk of nuclear
proliferation in the Middle East".

67th plenary meeting
9 December 1997

% United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 729, No. 10485.
% See resolution 50/245.

52/42.  Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on
the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons
Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively
Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 51/49 of 10 December 1996 and
previous resolutions referring to the Convention on
Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain
Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be
Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects,”

Recalling with satisfaction the adoption, on 10 October
1980, of the Convention, together with the Protocol on Non-
Detectable Fragments (Protocol I),”” the Protocol on
Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Mines, Booby Traps
and Other Devices (Protocol II)*” and the Protocol on
Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Incendiary Weapons
(Protocol I),” which entered into force on 2 December 1983,

Also recalling with satisfaction the adoption by the
Review Conference of the States Parties to the Convention on
Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain
Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be
Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects, on 13
October 1995 of the Protocol on Blinding Laser Weapons
(Protocol IV),” and on 3 May 1996 of the amended Protocol
on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Mines, Booby
Traps and Other Devices (Protocol II),”

Recalling the role played by the International Committee
of the Red Cross in the elaboration of the Convention and the
Procotols thereto,

Noting that, in conformity with article 8 of the
Convention, conferences may be convened to examine
amendments to the Convention or to any of the Protocols
thereto, to examine additional protocols concerning other
categories of conventional weapons not covered by existing
Protocols or to review the scope and application of the
Convention and the Protocols annexed thereto and to examine
any proposed amendments or additional protocols, and
welcoming the decision adopted by the Review Conference in
its Final Declaration'® on 3 May 1996 to convene a Review
Conference no later than the year 2001,

1. Welcomes the additional ratifications and
acceptances of or accessions'®' to the Convention on
Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain
Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be
Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects,” as
well as the ratifications and acceptances of or accessions'”' to

97 See The United Nations Disarmament Yearbook, vol. 5: 1980
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E.81.1X.4), appendix VII.

% CCW/CONF.1/16 (Part I), annex A.
% Ibid., annex B.

1% Thid., annex C.

10! See A/52/227 and Corr.1 and 2.
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the amended Protocol on Prohibitions or Restrictions on
the Use of Mines, Booby Traps and Other Devices

(Protocol IT);*

2. Urgently calls upon all States that have not yet done
so to take all measures to become parties, as soon as possible,
to the Convention and the Protocols thereto, and in particular
to amended Protocol II, with a view to achieving the widest
possible adherence to this instrument at an early date, and calls
upon successor States to take appropriate measures so that
ultimately adherence to these instruments will be universal;

3. Calls, in particular, upon the States parties to the
Convention to express their consent to be bound by the
amended Protocol II with a view to its entry into force as soon
as possible, and, pending its entry into force, to respect and
ensure respect for its substantive provisions to the fullest
extent possible;

4. Commends the Protocol on Blinding Laser
Weapons (Protocol IV)* to all States, with a view to achieving
the widest possible adherence to this instrument at an early
date and calls, in particular, upon the States parties to express
their consent to be bound by the Protocol with a view to its
entry into force as soon as possible;

5. Calls upon the Secretary-General, in his capacity as
depositary of the Convention and the Protocols annexed
thereto, to continue to inform it periodically of ratifications
and acceptances of and accessions to the Convention and the
Protocols, and decides to include in the provisional agenda of
its fifty-third session the item entitled "Convention on
Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain
Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be
Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects”.

67th plenary meetin
9 December 199
52/43.  Strengthening of security and cooperation in the
Mediterranean region
The General Assembly,

Recalling its previous resolutions on the subject,
including resolution 51/50 of 10 December 1996,

Reqffirming the primary role of the Mediterranean
countries in strengthening and promoting peace, security and
cooperation in the Mediterranean region,

Bearing in mind all the previous declarations and
commitments, as well as all the initiatives taken by the riparian
countries at the recent summits, ministerial meetings and
various forums concerning the question of the Mediterranean
region,

Recognizing the indivisible character of security in the
Mediterranean and that the enhancement of cooperation among
Mediterranean countries with a view to promoting the
economic and social development of all peoples of the region
will contribute significantly to stability, peace and security in
the region,

Recognizing also the efforts made so far and the
determination of the Mediterranean countries to intensify the
process of dialogue and consultations with a view to resolving
the problems existing in the Mediterranean region and to
eliminating the causes of tension and the consequent threat to
peace and security, and their growing awareness of the need
for further joint efforts to strengthen economic, social, cultural
and environmental cooperation in the region,

Recognizing further that prospects for closer Euro-
Mediterranean cooperation in all spheres can be enhanced by
positive developments worldwide, in particular in Europe, in
the Maghreb and in the Middle East,

Reaffirming the responsibility of all States to contribute
to the stability and prosperity of the Mediterranean region and
their commitment to respect the purposes and principles of the
Charter of the United Nations, as well as the provisions of the
Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning
Friendly Relations and Cooperation among States in
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations,'2

Noting the peace negotiations in the Middle East, which
should be of a comprehensive nature and represent an
appropriate framework for the peaceful settlement of
contentious issues in the region,

Expressing its concern at the persistent tension and
continuing military activities in parts of the Mediterranean that
hinder efforts to strengthen security and cooperation in the
region,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General,'®

1. Reaffirms that security in the Mediterranean is
closely linked to European security as well as to international
peace and security;

2.  Expresses its satisfaction at the continuing efforts
by Mediterranean countries to contribute actively to the
elimination of all causes of tension in the region and to the
promotion of just and lasting solutions to the persistent
problems of the region through peaceful means, thus ensuring
the withdrawal of foreign forces of occupation and respecting
the sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity of all
countries of the Mediterranean and the right of peoples to self-
determination, and therefore calls for full adherence to the
principles of non-interference, non-intervention, non-use of
force or threat of use of force and the inadmissibility of the
acquisition of territory by force, in accordance with the Charter
and the relevant resolutions of the United Nations;

3. Commends the efforts by the Mediterranean
countries in meeting common challenges through coordinated
overall responses, based on a spirit of multilateral partnership,
towards the general objective of turning the Mediterranean
basin into an area of dialogue, exchanges and cooperation,
guaranteeing peace, stability and prosperity, and encourages

192 Resolution 2625 (XX V), annex.
193 A/52/427 and Corr.1.
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them to strengthen such efforts through, inter alia, a lasting
multilateral and action-oriented cooperative dialogue among
States of the region;

4.  Recognizes that the elimination of the economic
and social disparities in levels of development and other
obstacles, as well as respect and greater understanding among
cultures, in the Mediterranean area will contribute to
enhancing peace, security and cooperation among
Mediterranean countries through the existing forums;

5. Calls upon all States of the Mediterranean region
that have not yet done so to adhere to all the muitilaterally
negotiated legal instruments related to the field of
disarmament and non-proliferation, thus creating the necessary
conditions for strengthening peace and cooperation in the
Tegion;

6. Encourages all States of the region to favour the
necessary conditions for strengthening the confidence-building
measures among them by promoting genuine openness and
transparency on all military matters, by participating, inter
alia, in the United Nations system for the standardized
reporting of military expenditures and by providing accurate
data and information to the United Nations Register of
Conventional Arms;'®

7. Encourages the Mediterranean countries to
strengthen further their cooperation in combating terrorism, in
all its forms and manifestations, which poses a serious threat
to peace, security and stability in the region and therefore to
the improvement of the current political, economic and social
situation;

8. Invites all States of the region to address, through
various forms of cooperation, problems and threats posed to
the region, such as terrorism, international crime and illicit
arms transfers, as well as illicit drug production, consumption
and trafficking, which jeopardize the friendly relations among
States, hinder the development of international cooperation
and result in the destruction of human rights, fundamental
freedoms and the democratic basis of pluralistic society;

9.  Requests the Secretary-General to submit a report
on means to strengthen security and cooperation in the
Mediterranean region;

10. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "Strengthening of security
and cooperation in the Mediterranean region”.

67th plenary meeting
9 December 1997

Implementation of the Declaration of the Indian
Ocean as a Zone of Peace

52/44,

The General Assembly,

Recalling the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone
of Peace, contained in its resolution 2832 (XXVI) of 16

1 See resolution 46/36 L.

December 1971, and recalling also its resolution 51/51 of 10
December 1996 and other relevant resolutions,

Recalling also the report of the Meeting of the Littoral
and Hinterland States of the Indian Ocean held in July 1979,'%

Recalling further paragraph 72 of the final document
adopted by the Twelfth Ministerial Conference of the
Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, held at New Delhi on 7
and 8 April 1997,'% which underlined the importance of the
Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian Ocean
continuing his informal consultations on the future of the
Indian Ocean as a zone of peace and the Committee's work,

Emphasizing the need to foster consensual approaches, in
particular given the prevailing international climate, which is
conducive to the pursuit of such endeavours,

Noting the initiatives taken by countries of the region to
promote cooperation, in particular economic cooperation, in
the Indian Ocean area and the possible contribution of such
initiatives to overall objectives of a zone of peace,

Convinced that the participation of all the permanent
members of the Security Council and the major maritime users
of the Indian Ocean in the work of the Ad Hoc Committee is
important and would assist the progress of mutually beneficial
dialogue to develop conditions of peace, security and stability
in the Indian Ocean region,

Considering that greater efforts and more time are
required to develop a focused discussion on practical measures
to ensure conditions of peace, security and stability in the
Indian Ocean region,

Having considered the report of the Ad Hoc Committee
on the Indian Ocean,'”’

1. Takes note of the report of the Ad Hoc Committee
on the Indian Ocean;'”’

2. Reiterates its conviction that the participation of all
the permanent members of the Security Council and the major
maritime users of the Indian Ocean in the work of the Ad Hoc
Committee is important and would greatly facilitate the
development of a mutually beneficial dialogue to advance
peace, security and stability in the Indian Ocean region;

3. Regquests the Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee to
continue his dialogue on the work of the Ad Hoc Committee
with all of its members, the permanent members of the
Security Council and the major maritime users of the Indian
Ocean and to report at an early date to the General Assembly,

195 Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-fourth Session,
Supplement No. 45 and corrigendum (A/34/45 and Corr.1).

16 A/51/912-8/1997/406, annex; see Official Records of the Security
Council, Fifty-second Year, Supplement for July, August and
September 1997, document §/1997/406.

197 Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-second Session,
Supplement No. 29 (A/52/29).




112

I1. Resolutions adopted on the reports of the First Committee

through the Ad Hoc Committee, on his consultations and on
other relevant developments;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to
render all necessary assistance to the Ad Hoc Committee,
including the provision of summary records;

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-fourth session the item entitled "Implementation of the
Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace".

67th plenary meeting
9 December 1997

52/45.  Consolidation of the regime established by the
Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons
in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of
Tlatelolco)

The General Assembly,

Recalling that in its resolution 1911 (XVII) of 27
November 1963 it expressed the hope that the States of Latin
America would take appropriate measures to conclude a treaty
that would prohibit nuclear weapons in Latin America,

Recalling also that in the same resolution it voiced its
confidence that, once such a treaty was concluded, ail States,
and in particular the nuclear-weapon States, would lend it their
full cooperation for the effective realization of its peaceful
aims,

Considering that in its resolution 2028 (XX) of 19
November 1965 it established the principle of an acceptable
balance of mutual responsibilities and obligations between
nuclear-weapon States and those which do not possess such
weapons,

Recalling that the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of
Tlatelolco)'* was opened for signature at Mexico City on 14
February 1967,

Welcoming the holding of the eleventh special session of
the General Conference of the Agency for the Prohibition of
Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean on 14
February 1997 in commemoration of the thirtieth anniversary
of the opening for signature of the Treaty of Tlatelolco, as well
as the holding of the international seminar on the topic
"Nuclear-weapon-free zones in the next century” in Mexico
City on 13 and 14 February 1997,

Recalling that in its preamble the Treaty of Tlatelolco
states that military denuclearized zones are not an end in
themselves but rather a means for achieving general and
complete disarmament at a later stage,

Recalling also that in its resolution 2286 (XX1I) of 5
December 1967 it welcomed with special satisfaction the
Treaty of Tiatelolco as an event of historic significance in the

1% United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 634, No. 9068,

efforts to prevent the proliferation of nuclear weapons and to
promote international peace and security,

Recalling further that in 1990, 1991 and 1992 the
General Conference of the Agency for the Prohibition of
Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean
approved and opened for signature a set of amendments'® to
the Treaty of Tlatelolco,'® with the aim of enabling the full
entry into force of that instrument,

Recalling resolution C/E/RES.27 of the Council of the
Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin
America and the Caribbean,'*® in which the Council called for
the promotion of cooperation and consultations with other
nuclear-weapon-free zones,

Noting with satisfaction that, with the full adherence on
14 February 1997 of Saint Kitts and Nevis, the Treaty of
Tlatelolco is in force for thirty-two sovereign States of the
region,

Also noting with satisfaction that on 22 October 1996
Paraguay and on 14 February 1997 Barbados and Venezuela
deposited their instruments of ratification of the amendments
to the Treaty of Tlatelolco approved by the General
Conference of the Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean in its resolutions
267 (E-V) of 3 July 1990, 268 (XII) of 10 May 1991 and 290
(E-VII) of 26 August 1992, and that on 23 October 1997
Guatemala signed the amendment to the Treaty contained in
resolution 268 (XIT),

Further noting with satisfaction that the amended Treaty
of Tlatelolco is fully in force for Argentina, Barbados, Brazil,
Chile, Guyana, Jamaica, Mexico, Paraguay, Peru, Suriname,
Uruguay and Venezuela,

1. Welcomes the concrete steps taken by some
countries of the region during the past year for the
consolidation of the regime of military denuclearization
established by the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of
Tlatelolco);!%®

2. Notes with satisfaction the full adherence of Saint
Kitts and Nevis to the Treaty of Tlatelolco;

3. Urges the countries of the region that have not yet
done so to deposit their instruments of ratification of the
amendments to the Treaty of Tlatelolco approved by the
General Conference of the Agency for the Prohibition of
Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean in its
resolutions 267 (E-V), 268 (XII) and 290 (E-VI);

4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "Consolidation of the
regime established by the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear

19 A/47/467, annex.
10 See CD/1392.
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Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of
Tlatelolco)".

67th plenary meeting
9 December 1997

52/46. African Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone Treaty

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 51/53 of 10 December 1996 and
all its other relevant resolutions, as well as those of the
Organization of African Unity,

Recalling also the successful conclusion of the signing
ceremony of the African Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone Treaty
{Treaty of Pelindaba)'!! that took place at Cairo on 11 April
1996,

Recalling further the Cairo Declaration adopted on that
occasion,!? which emphasized that nuclear-weapon-free zones,
especially in regions of tension, such as the Middle East,
enhance global and regional peace and security,

Noting the statement made by the President of the
Security Council on behalf of the members of the Council on
12 April 1996,"* in which it was stated that the signature of the
African Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone Treaty constituted an
important contribution by the African countries to the
maintenance of international peace and security,

Considering that the establishment of nuclear-weapon-
free zones, especially in the Middle East, would enhance the
security of Africa and the viability of the African nuclear-
weapon-free zone,

1. Calls upon African States that have not yet done so
to sign and ratify the African Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone
Treaty'!! as soon as possible so that it may enter into force
without delay;

2.  Expresses its appreciation to the nuclear-weapon
States that have signed the Protocols that concern them, and
calls upon those which have not yet ratified the Protocols
concerning them to do so as soon as possible;

3. Calls upon the States contemplated in Protocol III
to the Treaty that have not yet done so to take all necessary
measures to ensure the speedy application of the Treaty to
territories for which they are, de jure or de facto,
internationally responsible and which lie within the limits of
the geographical zone established in the Treaty;

11 See A/50/426.

U2 A/51/113-8/1996/276, annex; see Official Records of the Security
Council, Fifty-first Year, Supplement for April, May and June 1996,
document S/1996/276.

"3 Resolutions and Decisions of the Security Council, 1996,
document S/PRST/1996/17.

4.  Calls upon the African States parties to the Treaty
on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons'* that have not
yet concluded comprehensive safeguards agreements with the
International Atomic Energy Agency pursuant to the Treaty to
do so, thereby satisfying the requirements of article 9 (b) of
and annex II to the Treaty of Pelindaba when it enters into
force;

5. Expresses its gratitude to the Secretary-General for
the diligence with which he has rendered effective assistance
to the signatories to the African Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone
Treaty in accordance with resolution 51/53;

6.  Expresses its gratitude to the Secretary-General of
the Organization of African Unity and the Director General of
the International Atomic Energy Agency for the diligence with
which they have rendered effective assistance to the signatories
to the Treaty;

7.  Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-fourth session the item entitled "African Nuclear-
Weapon-Free Zone Treaty".

67th plenary meeting
9 December 1997

52/47. Convention on the Prohibition of the
Development, Production and Stockpiling of
Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons

and on Their Destruction
The General Assembly,

Recalling its previous resolutions relating to the complete
and effective prohibition of bacteriological (biological) and
toxin weapons and to their destruction,

Noting with satisfaction that there are one hundred and
forty States parties to the Convention on the Prohibition of the
Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological
(Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on Their Destruction,''
including all the permanent members of the Security Council,

Bearing in mind its call upon all States parties to the
Convention to participate in the implementation of the
recommendations of the Review Conferences, including the
exchange of information and data agreed to in the Final
Declaration of the Third Review Conference of the Parties to
the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development,
Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and
Toxin Weapons and on Their Destruction,''® and to provide
such information and data in conformity with standardized
procedure to the Secretary-General on an annual basis and no
later than 15 April,

Recalling its resolution 46/35 A, adopted without a vote
on 6 December 1991, in which it welcomed, inter alia, the

"4 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 729, No. 10485,
115 Resolution 2826 (XX V1), annex.
1§ BWC/CONF.I11/23, part IL.
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establishment, proceeding from the recommendations of the
Third Review Conference,"’ of an ad hoc group of
governmental experts open to all States parties to identify and
examine potential verification measures from a scientific and
technical standpoint,

Recalling also its resolution 48/65, adopted without a
vote on 16 December 1993, in which it commended the final
report of the Ad Hoc Group of Governmental Experts to
Identify and Examine Potential Verification Measures from a
Scientific and Technical Standpoint,'*® agreed to by consensus
at the last meeting of the Ad Hoc Group at Geneva on 24
September 1993,

Recalling further its resolution 49/86, adopted without a
vote on 15 December 1994, in which it welcomed the final
report of the Special Conference of the States Parties to the
Convention,''® adopted by consensus on 30 September 1994,
in which the States parties agreed to establish an ad hoc group,
open to all States parties, whose objective should be to
consider appropriate measures, including possible verification
measures, and draft proposals to strengthen the Convention, to
be included, as appropriate, in a legally binding instrument to
be submitted for the consideration of the States parties,

Recalling the provisions of the Convention related to
scientific and technological cooperation and the related
provisions of the final report of the Ad Hoc Group of
Governmental Experts, the final report of the Special
Conference of the States Parties to the Convention, held from
19 to 30 September 1994, and the final documents of the
Review Conferences,

1. Welcomes the information and data provided to
date, and reiterates its call upon all States parties to the
Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production
and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin
Weapons and on Their Destruction to participate in the
exchange of information and data agreed to in the Final
Declaration of the Third Review Conference of the Parties to
the Convention;'¢

2. Also welcomes the progress made by the Ad Hoc
Group towards fulfilling the mandate established by the
Special Conference of the States Parties to the Convention on
30 September 1994, and urges the Ad Hoc Group to intensify
its work with a view to completing it as soon as possible before
the commencement of the Fifth Review Conference and to
submit its report, which shall be adopted by consensus, to the
States parties to be considered at a special conference;

3. Further welcomes in this context the steps taken by
the Ad Hoc Group, as encouraged by the Fourth Review
Conference, to review its methods of work and, in particular,
the start of negotiations on a rolling text of a protocol to the
Convention,

"7 See BWC/CONF.II1/23.
!1* BWC/CONF.III/VEREX/9 and Corr.1.
1% BWC/SPCONF/i.

4.  Requests the Secretary-General to continue to
render the necessary assistance to the depositary Governments
of the Convention and to provide such services as may be
required for the implementation of the decisions and
recommendations of the Review Conferences, as well as the
decisions contained in the final report of the Special
Conference, including all necessary assistance to the Ad Hoc
Group;

5. Calls upon all signatory States that have not yet
ratified the Convention to do so without delay, and also calls
upon those States that have not signed the Convention to
become parties thereto at an early date, thus contributing to the
achievement of universal adherence to the Convention;

6.  Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "Convention on the
Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of
Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on Their
Destruction”.

67th plenary meetin,
9 December 199
52/48.  Deveiepment of good-neighbourly relations
among Balkan States
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 2625 (XXV) of 24 October 1970,
the annex to which contains the Declaration on Principles of
International Law concerning Friendly Relations and
Cooperation among States in accordance with the Charter of
the United Nations, and its resolutions 46/62 of 9 December
1991, 48/84 B of 16 December 1993 and 50/80 B of 12
December 1995,

Mindful of the importance of the activities aimed at the
creation of peace, stability, security, cooperation and
sustainable economic development in the Balkan region,

Affirming its determination that all nations should live
together in peace with one another as good neighbours,

Emphasizing the urgency of the consolidation of the
Balkans as a region of peace, security, stability and good
neighbourliness, thus contributing to the maintenance of
international peace and security and so enhancing the
prospects for sustained development and prosperity for all
peoples in the region,

Noting the desire of the Balkan States to develop good-
neighboutly relations among themselves and friendly relations
with all nations in accordance with the Charter of the United
Nations and the principles of international law,

Emphasizing the importance of the results of the summit
meeting of the heads of State and Government of countries of
South-East Burope, held on Crete, Greece, on 3 and 4
November 1997, for the peace, good neighbourliness, stability
and prosperity of the region,
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Expressing its support for the international efforts aimed
at the implementation of the General Framework Agreement
for Peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina, initialled at Dayton,
Ohio, on 21 November 1995 and signed in Paris on 14
December 1995,

Expressing also its support for the Pact on Stability in
Europe, adopted in Paris on 21 March 1995, the Process
of Stability and Good Neighbourliness in South-East Europe
(Royaumont Initiative), the South-East European Cooperative
Initiative and the activities of the Central European Initiative,
as well as for the inter-Balkan process initiated by the Sofia
Declaration on Good-Neighbourly Relations, Stability,
Security and Cooperation in the Balkans'?' and further
enhanced by the Thessaloniki Declaration on Good-
Neighbourly Relations, Stability, Security and Cooperation in
the Balkans,'®

Stressing the importance of good neighbourliness and the
development of friendly relations among States for the
promotion of international cooperation and for the solution of
problems among States in accordance with the Charter of the
United Nations,

Taking into account the importance of the ongoing
cooperation between the United Nations and the Organization
for Security and Cooperation in Europe,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on
the development of good-neighbourly relations among Balkan
States,'®

Taking note of its deliberations on the subject at the
present session,

Mindful of the obligations of all States under the Charter
of the United Nations,

1. Notes with interest the views of some States on the
development of good-neighbourly relations among Balkan
States, contained in the report of the Secretary-General;'*

2.  Emphasizes the importance for all Balkan States to
promote mutual cooperation in all fields and, inter alia, in
trade and other forms of economic cooperation, transport and
telecommunications, protection of the environment,

120 See A/50/790-S/1995/999; see Official Records of the Security
Council, Fiftieth Year, Supplement for October, November and
December 1995, document S/1995/999.

121 A/51/211-8/1996/551, annex [; see Official Records of the Security
Council, Fifiy-first Year, Supplement for July, August and September
1996, document S/1996/551.

122 A/52/217-8/1997/507, annex I; see Official Records of the Security

Council, Fifty-second Year, Supplement for July, August and
September 1997, document S/1997/507.

18 A/52/373.

advancement of democratic processes, promotion of human
rights and development of cultural and sports relations;

3. Calls upon all Balkan States to endeavour to
promote good-neighbourly relations and continually to
undertake unilateral and joint activities, including confidence-
building measures as appropriate, in particular within the
framework of the Organization for Security and Cooperation
in Europe;

4. Also calls upon all Balkan States and interested
States outside the region to participate actively in and support
the negotiations foreseen in annex 1 B, article V, of the
General Framework Agreement for Peace in Bosnia and
Herzegovina,'?® with a view to reaching early results;

5. Calls upon the relevant international organizations
and competent bodies and organizations of the United Nations
systern to continue to support and assist the ongoing process of
development of good-neighbourly relations among the Balkan
States, and invites them to inform the Secretary-General of
their activities and of their views on the subject;

6. Stresses that the closer engagement of Balkan States
in cooperation agreements on the European continent will
favourably influence the political and economic situation in the
region, as well as the good-neighbourly relations among all
Balkan States;

7.  Urges normalization of the relations among all
States of the Balkan region;

8. Affirms the need for strict compliance with the
principles of sovereign equality, territorial integrity or political
independence, the inviolability of international borders and
non-intervention in matters that are essentially within the
domestic jurisdiction of any State;

9.  Stresses the urgency of the realization of the aim of
the Balkans to become a region of peace, stability, security,
cooperation and sustained economic development;

10. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to seek
the views of Member States, particularly those from the Balkan
region, and of the relevant international organizations and
competent bodies and organizations of the United Nations
system, on the development of good-neighbourly relations in
the region and on measures aimed at the creation of peace,
stability, security, cooperation and sustained economic
development in the Balkan region, and to submit a report to the
General Assembly at its fifty-fifth session, taking into account,
inter alia, the views expressed by Member States on the
subject;

11. Decides to consider the report of the Secretary-
General on the subject at its fifty-fifth session.

67th plenary meetin
9 December 199
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52/85. Effects of atomic radiation

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 913 (X) of 3 December 1955, by
which it established the United Nations Scientific Committee
on the Effects of Atomic Radiation, and its subsequent
resolutions on the subject, including resolution 51/121 of 13
December 1996, in which, inter alia, it requested the Scientific
Committee to continue its work,

Taking note with appreciation of the report of the United
Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic
Radiation,’

Reaffirming the desirability of the Scientific Committee
continuing its work,

Concerned about the potentially harmful effects on
present and future generations resulting from the levels of
radiation to which mankind and the environment are exposed,

Noting the views expressed by Member States at its fifty-
second session with regard to the work of the Scientific
Committee,

Also noting the provisions contained in section XII,
paragraph 38, of the annex to its resolution 51/241 of 31 July
1997 on the strengthening of the United Nations system,

Conscious of the continuing need to examine and
compile information about atomic and ionizing radiation and
to analyse its effects on mankind and the environment,

1. Commends the United Nations Scientific
Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation for the valuable
contribution it has been making in the course of the past forty-
two years, since its inception, to wider knowledge and
understanding of the levels, effects and risks of atomic
radiation, and for fulfilling its original mandate with scientific
authority and independence of judgement;

2. Reguests the Scientific Committee to continue its
work, including its important activities to increase knowledge
of the levels, effects and risks of ionizing radiation from all
sources;

3. Endorses the intentions and plans of the Scientific
Commiittee for its future activities of scientific review and
assessment on behalf of the General Assembly;

4.  Reguests the Scientific Committee to continue at its
next session the review of the important problems in the field
of radiation and to report thereon to the General Assembly at
its fifty-third session;

5. Requests the United Nations Environment
Programme to continue providing support for the effective

! Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-second Session,
Supplement No. 46 (A/52/46).

conduct of the work of the Scientific Committee and for the
dissemination of its findings to the General Assembly, the
scientific community and the public;

6. Expresses its appreciation for the assistance
rendered to the Scientific Committee by Member States, the
specialized agencies, the International Atomic Energy Agency
and non-governmental organizations, and invites them to
increase their cooperation in this field;

7. Welcomes, in this context, the readiness of Member
States to provide the Scientific Committee with relevant
information on the effects of atomic radiation in affected areas,
and invites the Scientific Committee to analyse and give due
consideration to such information, particularly in the light of
its own findings;

8.  Invites Member States, the organizations of the
United Nations system and non-governmental organizations
concerned to provide further relevant data about doses, effects
and risks from various sources of radiation, which would
greatly help in the preparation of future reports of the
Scientific Committee to the General Assembly;

9. Invites the International Atomic Energy Agency
and the World Health Organization to consider the functions
and role of the Scientific Committee and to submit a
recommendation to the General Assembly at its fifty-third
session, and, meanwhile, requests the Scientific Committee to
submit its report to the International Atomic Energy Agency
and the World Health Organization, as well as to the General
Assembly, which will consider the report together with the
evaluation of the report by the International Atomic Energy
Agency and the World Health Organization.

69th plenary meeting
10 December 1997
52/56. International cooperation in the peaceful uses of
outer space
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 51/123 of 13 December 1996,

Deeply convinced of the common interest of mankind in
promoting the exploration and use of outer space for peaceful
purposes and in continuing efforts to extend to all States the
benefits derived therefrom, and also of the importance of
international cooperation in this field, for which the United
Nations should continue to provide a focal point,

Reaffirming the importance of international cooperation
in developing the rule of law, including the relevant norms of
space law and their important role in international cooperation
for the exploration and use of outer space for peaceful
purposes, and of the widest possible adherence to international
treaties that promote the peaceful uses of outer space,

Concerned about the possibility of an arms race in outer
space,
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Recognizing that all States, in particular those with major
space capabilifies, should contribute actively to the goal of
preventing an arms race in outer space as an essential
condition for the promotion of international cooperation in the
exploration and use of outer space for peaceful purposes,

Considering that space debris is an issue of concemn to ali
nations,

Noting the progress achieved in the further development
of peaceful space exploration and applications as well as in
various national and cooperative space projects, which
contributes to intemational cooperation, and the importance of
further international cooperation in this field,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General® on the
implementation of the recommendations of the Second United
Nations Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of
Outer Space,’

Having considered the report of the Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space on the work of its fortieth
session,*

1.  Endorses the report of the Commitice on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space on the work of its fortieth
session;*

2. Invites States that have not yet become parties to the
international treaties governing the uses of outer space® to give
constderation to ratifying or acceding to those treaties;

3. Notes that, at its thirty-sixth session, the Legal
Subcommittee of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter
Space, in its working group, continued its work as mandated
by the General Assembly in its resolution 51/123;%

4.  Endorses the recommendations of the Committee
that the Legal Subcommittee, at its thirty-seventh session,
taking into account the concerns of all countries, particularly
those of developing countries, should:

2 A/52/307.

3 See Report of the Second United Nations Conference on the
Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, Vienna, 9-21 August
1982 and corrigenda (A/CONF.101/10 and Corr.1 and 2).

4 Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifiy-second Session,
Supplement No. 20 (A/52/20).

% Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the
Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other
Celestial Bodies (resolution 2222 (XXI), annex); Agreement on the
Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and the Return of
Objects Launched into Outer Space (resolution 2345 (XXII), annex);
Convention on International Liability for Damage Caused by Space
Objects (resolution 2777 (XXVI), annex); Convention on
Registration of Objects Launched into Outer Space (resolution 3235
(XXIX), annex); Agreement Governing the Activities of States on the
Moon and Other Celestial Bodies (resolution 34/68, annex).

¢ See Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-second Session,
Supplement No. 20 (A/52/20), sect. i1.C.

(a) Continue its consideration of review and possible
revision of the Principles Relevant to the Use of Nuclear
Power Sources in Outer Space;’

(b) Continue, through its working group, its
consideration of matters relating to the definition and
delimitation of outer space and to the character and utilization
of the geostationary orbit, including consideration of ways and
means fo ensure the rational and equitable use of the
geostationary orbit without prejudice to the role of the
International Telecommunication Union;

(¢) Begin its review of the status of the five
international legal instruments governing ocuter space;

{d) Continue its consideration of other matters,
including informal consultations on specific proposals already
made concerning possible new agenda items for the Legal
Subcommittee;

5. Also endorses the recommendation of the
Committee that the Legal Subcommittee, at its thirty-seventh
session, should suspend consideration in its working group of
the Principles Relevant to the Use of Nuclear Power Sources
in Outer Space pending the results of the work in the Scientific
and Technical Subcommittee, without prejudice to the
possibility of reconvening its working group on that item if, in
the opinion of the Legal Subcommittee, sufficient progress
was made in the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee at its
session in 1998 to warrant the reconvening of the working
group;

6.  Notes that, in the context of paragraph 4 (¢} above,
the Legal Subcommittee would implement the work plan that
it adopted at its thirty-sixth session;®

7. Also notes that deliberations on the question of the
geostationary orbit were undertaken by the Legal
Subcommittee, as reflected in its report,® on the basis of recent
proposals which might provide a new and enhanced basis for
future work;

8. Endorses the recommendations and agreements
concerning the organization of work in the Legal
Subcommittee;

9.  Notes with satisfaction that, in accordance with
paragraph 9 of General Assembly resolution 51/123, the Legal
Subcommittee was provided, at its thirty-sixth session, with
unedited verbatim transcripts of the proceedings in lieu of
summary records, and notes that, in accordance with paragraph
10 of that resolution, the Committee evaluated the use of
unedited verbatim transcripis at its fortieth session and agreed
to continue the use of those transcripts in lieu of verbatim
records and to review further its requirements for those
transcripts at its forty-first session;

7 See resolution 47/68.
8 See A/AC.105/674, annex [1.B.
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10. Also notes with satisfaction that, in accordance with
paragraph 13 of General Assembly resolution 51/123, the
Chairman of the Committee continued to hold inter-sessional
informal consultations among the members of the Committee
concerning the working methods of the Committee and its
subsidiary bodies and that consensus decisions were reached,
before the fortieth session of the Committee, on measures
relating to the composition and election of the bureaux of the
Committee and its subsidiary bodies, agenda structures and the
duration of the sessions of those bodies;

11. Endorses the new measures relating to the working
methods of the Committee and its subsidiary bodies adopted
by the Committee at its fortieth session in respect of the three
elements set out in paragraph 10 above,” and notes that, in
accordance with paragraph 14 of General Assembly resolution
51/123, the Committee has begun the implementation of those
measures;

12. Notes that the Scientific and Technical
Subcommittee of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Quter
Space, at its thirty-fourth session, continued its work as
mandated by the General Assembly in its resolution 51/123;"°

13. Notes with satisfaction that the Scientific and
Technical Subcommittee continued to consider on a priority
basis the agenda item on space debris and that the work of the
Subcommiittee at its thirty-fourth session concentrated on the
topics of modelling of the space debris environment and risk
assessment, on the basis of the multi-year work plan adopted
by the Subcommittee at its thirty-second session;'!

14. Agrees that the multi-year work plan for the
consideration of the item on space debris should continue to be
implemented with flexibility;

15. Endorses the recommendations of the Committee
that the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee, at its thirty-
fifth session, taking into account the concerns of all countries,
particularly those of developing countries, should:

(@) Consider the following items on a priority basis:

(i) United Nations Programme on Space Applications
and the coordination of space activities within the
United Nations system;

(ii) Preparations for the Third United Nations
Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses
of QOuter Space (UNISPACE III) by the Advisory
Committee for UNISPACE III;

(iii) Matters relating to remote sensing of the Earth by

satellites, including, inter alia, applications for

developing countries;

® See Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-second Session,
Supplement No. 20 (A/52/20), annex 1.

' Ibid., sect. [1.B.
"t A/AC.105/605, para. 83.

(iv)
(v) Space debris;

Use of nuclear power sources in outer space;

(6) Consider the following items:

(i) Questions relating to space transportation systems
and their implications for future activities in space;

(ii) Examination of the physical nature and technical
attributes of the geostationary orbit and of its
utilization and applications, including, inter alia, in
the field of space communications, as well as other
questions relating to space communications

. developments, taking particular account of the
needs and interests of developing countries;

(iif) Matters relating to life sciences, including space
medicine;
(iv) Progress in national and international space

activities related to the Earth's environment, in
particular progress in the International Geosphere-
Biosphere (Global Change) Programme;

(v) Matters relating to planetary exploration;
(vi)
(vii)

Matters relating to astronomy;

The theme fixed for special attention at the thirty-
fifth session of the Scientific and Technical
Subcommittee: "Scientific and technical aspects
and applications of space-based meteorology™; the
Committee on Space Research and the International
Astronautical Federation, in liaison with Member
States, should be invited to arrange a symposium,
with as wide a participation as possible, to be held
during the first week of the session of the
Subcommittee, to complement discussions within
the Subcommittee on the special theme;

16. Also endorses the recommendations of the Working
Group of the Whole to Evaluate the Implementation of the
Recommendations of the Second United Nations Conference
on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, of the
Scientific and Technical Subcommittee, as endorsed by the
Commiittee and as contained in the report of the Working
Group of the Whole;'?

17. Agrees that the Scientific and Technical
Subcommittee should reconvene, at its thirty-fifth session, the
Working Group of the Whole to conclude its evaluation of the
implementation of the recommendations of the Second
Conference and to assist the Advisory Committee for the Third
Conference in its preparatory work for that Conference;

18. Invites Member States to report to the Secretary-
General on a regular basis with regard to national and
international research concerning the safety of space objects
with nuclear power sources on board;

12 A/AC.105/672, annex II.
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1. Endorses the United Nations Programme on Space
Applications for 1998, as proposed to the Committee by the
Expert on Space Applications;"

20. Invites all Governments within the organizations of
the United Nations system and other intergovernmental
organizations working in the field of outer space or on space-
related matters to take effective action for the implementation
of the recommendations of the Second United Nations
Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space,’ and also invites the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its fifty-third session on the
implementation of the recommendations of the Conference;

21. Notes with satisfaction that, in accordance with
paragraph 30 of General Assembly resolution 50/27 of 6
December 1995, the Centre for Space Science and Technology
Education in Asia and the Pacific continued its education
programme in 1997 and that significant progress has been
achieved in establishing regional centres for space science and
technology education in the other regions;

22. Notes that, pursuant to the request in paragraph 29
of General Assembly resolution 51/123, the Committee and its
Scientific and Technical Subcommittee, at their 1997 sessions,
carried out the tasks entrusted to them in their roles as the
Preparatory Committee and the Advisory Committee,
respectively, for a special session of the Committee, open to
all States Members of the United Nations;

23. Agrees that the Third United Nations Conference
on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of OQuter Space
(UNISPACE III) shall be convened at the United Nations
Office at Vienna from 19 to 30 July 1999 as a special session
of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, open
to all States Members of the United Nations;

24. Endorses the recommendations of the Preparatory
Comumittee at its 1997 session, as contained in its report,’* and
requests the Preparatory and Advisory Committees and the
executive secretariat to carry out their tasks in accordance with
those recommendations and to report to the General Assembly
at its fifty-third session;

25. Notes with satisfaction that, in preparation for
UNISPACE I1I, Chile and Malaysia offered to host United
Nations regional meetings on space technology and
applications for development for Latin America and the
Caribbean and for Asia and the Pacific, respectively, and
Tunisia has indicated its willingness, in principle, to host a
similar regional meeting in Africa in 1998;

26. Encourages all Member States, organizations
within the United Nations system and other intergovernmental
and non-governmental organizations with space activities, as
well as space-related industries, to contribute actively to
achieving the objectives of UNISPACE III, and invites

B See A/AC.105/660, sect. L.

4 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-second
Session, Supplement No. 20 (A/52/20), sect. ILE,

Member States to submit their national papers for UNISPACE
I

27. Agrees that in order to service UNISPACE I1I, to
the extent feasible, within existing resources, the level of
conference-servicing resources available to the Committee and
its subsidiary bodies for the biennium 1998-1999 should
remain at the same level as for the biennium 1996-1997;

28. Recommends that more attention be paid to all
aspects related to the protection and the preservation of the
outer space environment, especially those potentially affecting
the Earth's environment;

29. Considers that it is essential that Member States pay
more attention to the problem of collisions of space objects,
including those with nuclear power sources, with space debris,
and other aspects of space debris, calls for the continuation of
national research on this question, for the development of
improved technology for the monitoring of space debris and
for the compilation and dissemination of data on space debris,
considers that, to the extent possible, information thereon
should be provided to the Scientific and Technical
Subcommittee, and agrees that international cooperation is
needed to expand appropriate and affordable strategies to
minimize the impact of space debris on future space missions;

30. Urges all States, in particular those with major
space capabilities, to contribute actively to the goal of
preventing an arms race in outer space as an essential
condition for the promotion of international cooperation in the
exploration and use of outer space for peaceful purposes;

31. Emphasizes the need to increase the benefits of
space technology and its applications and to contribute to an
orderly growth of space activities favourable to sustained
economic growth and sustainable development in all countries,
particularly in the developing countries;

32. Reguests the Cornmittee to continue to consider, as
a matter of priority, ways and means of maintaining outer
space for peaceful purposes, taking into account the views
expressed at its fortieth session and at the fifty-second session
of the General Assembly, and to report thereon to the
Assembly at its fifty-third session;

33.  Also requests the Committee to continue to consider
at its forty-first session its agenda item entitled “"Spin-off
benefits of space technology: review of current status";

34. Endorses the decision of the Committee to grant
permanent observer status to the International Space
University;

35. Reguests the specialized agencies and other
international organizations to continue and, where appropriate,
enhance their cooperation with the Committee and to provide
it with progress reports on their work relating to the peaceful
uses of outer space;

36. Requests the Committee to continue its work, in
accordance with the present resolution, to consider, as
appropriate, new projects in outer space activities, and to
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submit a report to the General Assembly at its fifty-third
session, including its views on which subjects should be
studied in the future.

69th plenary meetin
10 December 199
52/57. Assistance to Palestine refugees
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 51/124 of 13 December 1996 and
all its previous resolutions on the question, including
resolution 194 (III) of 11 December 1948,

Taking note of the report of the Commissioner-General
of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees in the Near East covering the period from 1 July
1996 to 30 June 1997,

Welcoming the signature in Washington, D.C,, on 13
September 1993 by the Government of the State of Israel and
the Palestine Liberation Organization, the representative of the
people of Palestine, of the Declaration of Principles on Interim
Self-Government Arrangements'® and the subsequent
implementation agreements, and also the signature of the
Israeli-Palestinian Interim Agreement on the West Bank and
the Gaza Strip in Washington, D.C., on 28 September 1995,"7

Encouraging the Multilateral Working Group on
Refugees of the Middle East peace process to continue its
important work,

Welcoming the completion of the transfer of the
headquarters of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East to Gaza, to its area of
operations,

1. Notes with regret that repatriation or compensation
of the refugees, as provided for in paragraph 11 of its
resolution 194 (III), has not yet been effected and that,
therefore, the situation of the refugees continues to be a matter
of concern;

2.  Expresses its thanks to the Commissioner-General
and to all the staff of the United Nations Relief and Works
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, recognizing
that the Agency is doing all it can within the limits of available
resources, and also expresses its thanks to the specialized
agencies and to private organizations for their valuable work
in assisting refugees;

'* Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-second Session,
Supplement No. 13 and addendum (A/52/13 and Add.1).

16 A/48/486-S/26560, annex; see Official Records of the Security
Council, Forty-eighth Year, Supplement for October, November and
December 1993, document S/26560.

7 A/51/889-5/1997/357, annex; see Official Records of the Security
Council, Fifty-second Year, Supplement for April, May and June
1997, document S/1997/357.

3. Notes with regret that the United Nations
Conciliation Commission for Palestine has been unable to find
a means of achieving progress in the implementation of
paragraph 11 of resolution 194 (III), and requests the
Commission to exert continued efforts towards the
implementation of that paragraph and to report to the
Assembly as appropriate, but no later than 1 September 1998;

4, Notes the significant success of the Peace
Implementation Programme of the Agency since the signing
of the Declaration of Principles on Interim Self-Government
Arrangements,'® and stresses the importance that contributions
to this Programme are not at the expense of the General Fund,;

5.  Welcomes strengthened cooperation between the
Agency and the World Bank and other specialized agencies,
and calls upon the Agency to make a decisive contribution
towards giving a fresh impetus to the economic and social
stability of the occupied territories;

6.  Urges all Member States to extend and expedite aid
and assistance with a view to the economic and social
development of the Palestinian people and the occupied
territories;

7. Reiterates its deep concern regarding the persisting
critical financial situation of the Agency, as outlined in the
report of the Commissioner-General;'?

8. Commends the efforts of the Commissioner-
General to move towards budgetary transparency and internal
efficiency, and hopes that such moves will continue;

9. Notes with profound concern that the structural
deficit problem confronting the Agency portends an almost
certain decline in the living conditions of the Palestine
refugees and that it, therefore, has possible consequences for
the peace process;

10. Calls upon all Governments, as a matter of urgency,
to make the most generous efforts possible to meet the
anticipated needs of the Agency, urges non-contributing
Governments to contribute regularly and encourages
contributing Governments to consider increasing their regular
contributions.

69th plenary meetin
10 December 199

52/58. Working sroup on the Financing of the United
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees in the Near East

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 2656 (XXV) of 7 December
1970, 2728 (XXV) of 15 December 1970, 2791 {XXVI) of 6
December 1971, 51/125 of 13 December 1996 and the
previous resolutions on this question,

Recailing also its decision 36/462 of 16 March 1982, by
which it took note of the special report of the Working Group
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on the Financing of the United Nations Relief and Works
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East,®

Having considered the report of the Working Group,"

Taking into account the report of the Commissioner-
General of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees in the Near East for the period from 1 July
1996 to 30 June 1997,%°

Deeply concerned about the persisting critical financial
situation of the Agerncy, which has affected and affects the
continuation of the provision of the necessary Agency services
to Palestine refugees, including the emergency-related
programmes,

Emphasizing the continuing need for extraordinary
efforts in order to maintain, at least at the current minimum
level, the activities of the Agency, as well as to enable the
Agency to carry out essential construction,

1. Commends the Working Group on the Financing of
the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees in the Near East for its efforts to assist in ensuring
the financial security of the Agency;

2. Takes note with approval of the report of the
Working Group;?®

3. Requests the Working Group to continue its efforts,
in cooperation with the Secretary-General and the
Commissioner-General, for the financing of the Agency for a
further period of one year;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the
necessary services and assistance to the Working Group for the
conduct of its work.

69th plenary meetin
10 December 199
52/59.  Persons displaced as a result of the June 1967
and subsequent hostilities
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 2252 (ES-V) of 4 July 1967 and
2341 B (XXII) of 19 December 1967 and all subsequent
related resolutions,

Recalling also Security Council resolutions 237 (1967)
of 14 June 1967 and 259 (1968) of 27 September 1968,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General
submitted in pursuance of its resolution 51/126 of 13
December 1996,

1 A/36/866 and Corr.1; see also A/37/591.
9 A/52/578.

* Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifiy-second Session,
Supplement No. 13 and addendum (A/52/13 and Add.1).

u A/52/423,

Taking note also of the report of the Commissioner-
General of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees in the Near East for the period from 1 July
1996 to 30 June 1997,2

Concerned about the continuing human suffering
resulting from the June 1967 and subsequent hostilities,

Taking note of the relevant provisions of the Declaration
of Principles on Interim Self-Government Arrangements,
signed in Washington, D.C., on 13 September 1993 by the
Government of the State of Israel and the Palestine Liberation
Organization,” with regard to the modalities for the admission
of persons displaced in 1967, and concerned that the process
agreed upon has not yet been effected,

1. Reaffirms the right of all persons displaced as a
resuit of the June 1967 and subsequent hostilities to return to
their homes or former places of residence in the territories
occupied by Israel since 1967;

2. Expresses the hope for an accelerated return of
displaced persons through the mechanism agreed upon by the
parties in article XII of the Declaration of Principles on Interim
Self-Government Arrangements;>

3.  Endorses, in the meanwhile, the efforts of the
Commissioner-General of the United Nations Relief and
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East to
continue to provide humanitarian assistance, as far as
practicable, on an emergency basis, and as a temporary
measure, to persons in the area who are currently displaced
and in serious need of continued assistance as a result of the
June 1967 and subsequent hostilities;

4. Strongly appeals to all Governments and to
organizations and individuals to contribute generously to the
Agency and to the other intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations concerned for the above purposes;

5. Requests the Secretary-General, after consulting
with the Commissioner-General, to report to the General
Assembly before its fifty-third session on the progress made
with regard to the implementation of the present resolution.

69th plenary meeting
10 December 1997
52/60. Offers by Member States of grants and
scholarships for higher education, including
vocational training, for Palestine refugees
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 212 (III) of 19 November 1948
on assistance to Palestine refugees,

B Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-second Session,
Supplement No. 13 and addendum (A/52/13 and Add.1).

B A/48/486-8/26560, annex; see Official Records of the Security
Council, Forty-eighth Year, Supplement for October, November and

December 1993, document S/26560.
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Recaliling also its resolutions 35/13 B of 3 November
1980, 36/146 H of 16 December 1981, 37/120 D of 16
December 1982, 38/83 D of 15 December 1983, 39/99 D of 14
December 1984, 40/165 D of 16 December 1985, 41/69 D of
3 December 1986, 42/69 D of 2 December 1987, 43/57 D of
6 December 1988, 44/47 D of 8 December 1989, 45/73 D of
11 December 1990, 46/46 D of 9 December 1991, 47/69 D of
14 December 1992, 48/40 D of 10 December 1993, 49/35 D of
9 December 1994, 50/28 D of 6 December 1995 and 51/127 of
13 December 1996,

Cognizant of the fact that the Palestine refugees have, for
the last five decades, lost their homes, lands and means of
livelihood,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General,*

Having aiso considered the report of the Commissioner-
General of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees in the Near East for the period from ! July
1996 to 30 June 1997,

1. Urges all States to respond to the appeal in its
resolution 32/90 F of 13 December 1977 and reiterated in
subsequent relevant resolutions in a manner commensurate
with the needs of Palestine refugees for higher education,
including vocational training;

2. Strongly appeals to all States, specialized agencies
and non-governmental organizations to augment the special
allocations for grants and scholarships to Palestine refugees, in
addition to their contributions to the regular budget of the
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees in the Near East;

3.  Expresses its appreciation to all Governments,
specialized agencies and non-governmental organizations that
responded favourably to its resolutions on this question;

4.  Invites the relevant specialized agencies and other
organizations of the United Nations system to continue, within
their respective spheres of competence, to extend assistance for
higher education to Palestine refugee students;

5. Appeals to all States, specialized agencies and the
United Nations University to coniribute generously to the
Palestinian universities in the Palestinian territory occupied by
Israel since 1967, including, in due course, the proposed
University of Jerusalem "Al-Quds" for Palestine refugees;

6.  Appeals to all States, specialized agencies and other
international bodies to contribute towards the establishment of
vocational training centres for Palestine refugees;

7. Requests the Agency to act as the recipient and
trustee for the special allocations for grants and scholarships
and to award them to qualified Palestine refugee candidates;

M A/52/415.

¥ Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-second Session,
Supplement No. 13 and addendum (A/52/13 and Add.1).

8.  Regquests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its fifty-third session on the
implementation of the present resolution.

69th plenary meeting
10 December 1997

52/61. Operations of the United Nations Relief and
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the
Near East
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 194 (1II) of 11 December 1948,
212 (IMI) of 19 November 1948, 302 (IV) of 8 December 1949
and all subsequent related resolutions,

Recalling also the relevant Security Council resolutions,

Having considered the report of the Commissioner-
General of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees in the Near East for the period from 1 July
1996 to 30 June 1997,%

Taking note of the letter dated 14 October 1997 from the
Chairman of the Advisory Commission of the Agency
addressed to the Commissioner-General, contained in the
report of the Commissioner-General,”’

Having considered the reports of the Secretary-General
submitted in pursuance of its resolutions 48/40 E,** 48/40 H®
and 48/40 J7*° of 10 December 1993 and 49/35 C of 9
December 1994,

Recalling Articles 100, 104 and 105 of the Charter of the
United Nations and the Convention on the Privileges and
Immunities of the United Nations,*

Affirming the applicability of the Geneva Convention
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War,
of 12 August 1949, to the Palestinian territory occupied since
1967, including Jerusalem,

Aware of the fact that Palestine refugees have, for five
decades, lost their homes, lands and means of livelihood,

Also aware of the continuing needs of Palestine refugees
throughout the occupied Palestinian territory and in the other
fields of operation, namely, in Lebanon, Jordan and the Syrian
Arab Republic,

% Ibid.

¥ 1bid., p. vii.

28 A/49/440.

2 A/49/442.

30 A/49/443.

3 A/50/451.

32 Resolution 22 A (I).

* United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973.
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Further aware of the valuable work done by the refugee
affairs officers of the Agency in providing protection to the
Palestinian people, in particular Palestine refugees,

Deeply concerned about the critical financial situation of
the Agency and its effect on the continuity of provision of
necessary Agency services to the Palestine refugees, including
the emergency-related programmes,

Aware of the work of the new Peace Implementation
Programme of the Agency,

Recalling the signing in Washington, D.C., on 13
September 1993 of the Declaration of Principles on Interim
Self-Government Arrangements by the Government of the
State of Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organization,* and
the subsequent implementation agreements, including the
Israeli-Palestinian Interim Agreement on the West Bank and
the Gaza Strip, signed in Washington, D.C., on 28 September
199533

Taking note of the agreement reached on 24 June 1994,
embodied in an exchange of letters between the Agency and
the Palestine Liberation Organization,

Aware of the establishment of a working relationship
between the Advisory Commission of the Agency and the
Palestine Liberation Organization in accordance with General
Assembly decision 48/417 of 10 December 1993,

1.  Expresses its appreciation to the Commissioner-
General of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees in the Near East, as well as to all the staff
of the Agency, for their tireless efforts and valuable work;

2.  Also expresses its appreciation to the Advisory
Commission of the Agency, and requests it to continue its
efforts and to keep the General Assembly informed of its
activities, including the full implementation of decision
48/417,; ’

3. Welcomes the completion of the transfer of the
headquarters of the Agency to Gaza and the signing of the
Headquarters Agreement between the Agency and the
Palestinian Authority;

4.  Ackmowledges the support of the host Government
and the Palestine Liberation Organization for the Agency in
the discharge of its duties;

5. Calls upon Israel, the occupying Power, to accept
the de jure applicability of the Geneva Convention relative to

34 A/48/486-8/26560, annex; see Official Records of the Security
Council, Forty-eighth Year, Supplement for October, November and
December 1993, document S/26560,

* A/51/889-8/1997/357, annex; see Qfficial Records of the Security
Council, Fifty-second Year, Supplement for April, May and June
1997, document S/1997/357.

3¢ QOfficial Records of the General Assembly, Forty-ninth Session,
Supplement No. 13 (A/49/13), annex L.

the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12
August 1949,% and to abide scrupulously by its provisions;

6. Also calls upon Israel to abide by Articles 100, 104
and 105 of the Charter of the United Nations and the
Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the United
Nations* with regard to the safety of the personnel of the
Agency and the protection of its institutions and the
safeguarding of the security of the facilities of the Agency in
the occupied Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem;

7. Calls once again upon the Government of Israel to
compensate the Agency for damages to its property and
facilities resulting from actions by the Israeli side;

8.  Reguests the Commissioner-General to proceed
with the issuance of identification cards for Palestine refugees
and their descendants in the occupied Palestinian territory;

9.  Notes that the new context created by the signing of
the Declaration of Principles on Interim Self-Government
Arrangements by the Government of the State of Israel and the
Palestine Liberation Organization®® and subsequent
implementation agreements has had major consequences for
the activities of the Agency, which is henceforth called upon,
in close cooperation with the United Nations Special
Coordinator in the Occupied Territories, the specialized
agencies and the World Bank, to continue to contribute
towards the development of economic and social stability in
the occupied territory;

10. Notes also that the functioning of the Agency
remains essential in all fields of operation;

11. Notes further the significant success of the Peace
Implementation Programme of the Agency;

12. Expresses concern over those remaining austerity
measures due to the financial crisis which have affected the
quality and level of some of the services of the Agency;

13.  Regquests the Commissioner-General o consider the
possibility of modernizing the archives of the Agency;

14. Urges all States, specialized agencies and non-
governmental organizations to continue and to increase their
contributions to the Agency so as to ease current financial
constraints and to support the Agency in maintaining the
provision of the most basic and effective assistance to the
Palestine refugees.

69th plenary meeting
10 December 1997

52/62. Palestine refugees' properties and their revenues

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 194 (II1) of 11 December 1948,
36/146 C of 16 December 1981 and all its subsequent
resolutions on the question,
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Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General
submitted in pursuance of its resolution 51/129 of 13
December 1996,%”

Taking note also of the report of the United Nations
Conciliation Commission for Palestine for the period from 1
September 1996 to 31 August 1997,

Recalling that the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights*® and the principles of international law uphold the
principle that no one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his or her
property,

Recalling in particular its resolution 394 (V) of 14
December 1950, in which it directed the Conciliation
Commission, in consultation with the parties concerned, to
prescribe measures for the protection of the rights, property
and interests of the Palestine Arab refugees,

Taking note of the completion of the programme of
identification and evaluation of Arab property, as announced
by the Conciliation Commission in its twenty-second progress
report,*® and of the fact that the Land Office had a schedule of
Arab owners and file of documents defining the location, area
and other particulars of Arab property,

Recalling that in the framework of the Middle East peace
process the Palestine Liberation Organization and the
Government of Israel agreed, in the Declaration of Principles
on Interim Self-Government Arrangements of 13 September
1993,*' to commence negotiations on permanent status issues,
including the important issue of the refugees, and calling for
the commencement of those negotiations,

1.  Reaffirms that the Palestine Arab refugees are
entitled to their property and to the income derived therefrom,
in conformity with the principles of justice and equity;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to take all
appropriate steps, in consultation with the United Nations
Conciliation Commission for Palestine, for the protection of
Arab property, assets and property rights in Israel and to
preserve and modernize the existing records;

3. Calis once more upon Israel to render all facilities
and assistance to the Secretary-General in the implementation
of the present resolution;

4.  Calis upon all the parties concerned to provide the
Secretary-General with any pertinent information in their
possession concerning Arab property, assets and property

3 A/S2/372.
3 A/52/311, annex.
% Resolution 217 A (III).

0 Official Records of the General Assembly, Nineteenth Session,
Annexes, Annex No. 11, document A/5700.

4 A/48/486-S/26560, annex; see Official Records of the Security
Council, Forty-eighth Year, Supplement for October, November and
December 1993, document §/26560.

rights in Israel that would assist him in the implementation of
the present resolution;

5. Urges the Palestinian and Israeli sides, as agreed
between them, to deal with the important issue of Palestine
refugees’ properties and their revenues in the framework of the
final status negotiations of the Middle East peace process;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its fifty-third session on the
implementation of the present resolution.

69th plenary meeting
10 December 1997

University of Jerusalem "Al-Quds" for Palestine
refugees

52/63.

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 36/146 G of 16 December 1981,
37/120 C of 16 December 1982, 38/83 K of 15 December
1983, 39/99 K of 14 December 1984, 40/165 D and K of 16
December 1985, 41/69 K of 3 December 1986, 42/69 K of 2
December 1987, 43/57 J of 6 December 1988, 44/47 J of 8
December 1989, 45/73 J of 11 December 1990, 46/46 J of 9
December 1991, 47/69 J of 14 December 1992, 48/40 1 of 10
December 1993, 49/35 G of 9 December 1994, 50/28 Gof 6
December 1995 and 51/130 of 13 December 1996,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General,*

Having also considered the report of the Commissioner-
General of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees in the Near East for the period from 1 July
1996 to 30 June 1997,*

1.  Emphasizes the need for strengthening the
educational system in the Palestinian territory occupied by
Israel since 5 June 1967, including Jerusalem, and specifically
the need for the establishment of the proposed university;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to take
all necessary measures for establishing the University of
Jerusalem "Al-Quds", in accordance with General Assembly
resolution 35/13 B of 3 November 1980, giving due
consideration to the recommendations consistent with the
provisions of that resolution;

3. Calls once more upon Israel, the occupying Power,
to cooperate in the implementation of the present resolution
and to remove the hindrances that it has put in the way of
establishing the University of Jerusalem "Al-Quds";

4. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its fifty-third session on the progress
made in the implementation of the present resolution.

69th plenary meeting
10 December 1997

2 A/52/503.

* Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifly-second Session,
Supplement No. 13 and addendum {A/52/13 and Add.1).




128 IH. Resolutions adopted on the reports of the Specia} Political and Decolenization Committee (Fourth Committee)

52/64.  Work of the Special Committee to Investigate
Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of
the Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the

Occupied Territories
The General Assembly,

Guided by the purposes and principles of the Charter of
the United Nations,

Guided also by the principles of international
humanitarian law, in particular the Geneva Convention relative
to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12
August 1949, as well as international standards of human
rights, in particular the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights* and the International Covenants on Human Rights,*

Recalling its relevant resolutions, including resolution
2443 (XXIII) of 19 December 1968, and relevant resolutions
of the Commission on Human Rights,

Recalling also relevant resolutions of the Security
Council,

Aware of the lasting impact of the uprising (intifada) of
the Palestinian people,

Convinced that occupation itself represents a primary
violation of human rights,

Having considered the reports of the Special Committee
to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of
the Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the Occupied
Territories” and the relevant reports of the Secretary-
General,®

Recalling the signing of the Declaration of Principles on
Interim Self-Government Arrangements by the Government of
the State of Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organization in
Washington, D.C,, on 13 September 1993, as well as the
subsequent implementation agreements, including the Israeli-
Palestinian Interim Agreement on the West Bank and the Gaza
Strip signed in Washington, D.C., on 28 September 1995,

Expressing the hope that, with the progress of the peace
process, the Israeli occupation will be brought to an end and
therefore violation of the human rights of the Palestinian
people will cease,

4 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973.
4 Resolution 217 A (III).

6 Resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.

47 See A/52/131 and Add.1 and 2.

4 A/52/550-553.

4 A/48/486-5/26560, annex; see Official Records of the Security
Council, Forty-eighth Year, Supplement for October, November and
December 1993, document S/26560.

* A/51/889-8/1997/357, annex; see Official Records of the Security
Council, Fifiy-second Year, Supplement for April, May and June
1997, document S/1997/357.

1. Commends the Special Committee to Investigate
Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Palestinian
People and Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories for its
efforts in performing the tasks assigned to it by the General
Assembly and for its impartiality;

2.  Demands that Israel cooperate with the Special
Committee in implementing its mandate;

3. Deplores those policies and practices of Israel
which violate the human rights of the Palestinian people and
other Arabs of the occupied territories, as reflected in the
reports of the Special Committee covering the reporting
period;

4.  Expresses concern about the recent deterioration of
the situation in the occupied Palestinian territory, including
Jerusalem, as a result of Israeli practices and measures and the
impasse facing the Middle East peace process;

5. Requests the Special Commitiee, pending complete
termination of the Israeli occupation, to continue to investigate
Israeli policies and practices in the occupied Palestinian
territory, including Jerusalem, and other Arab territories
occupied by Israel since 1967, especially Israeli lack of
compliance with the provisions of the Geneva Convention
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War,
of 12 August 1949,* and 1o consult, as appropriate, with the
International Committee of the Red Cross according to its
regulations in order to ensure that the welfare and human
rights of the peoples of the occupied territories are safeguarded
and to report to the Secretary-General as soon as possible and
whenever the need arises thereafter;

6. Also requests the Special Committee to submit
regularly to the Secretary-General periodic reports on the
current situation in the occupied Palestinian territory, including
Jerusalem;

7. Further requests the Special Committee to continue
to investigate the treatment of prisoners in the occupied
Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem, and other Arab
territories occupied by Israel since 1967;

8.  Reguests the Secretary-General:

(@) To provide the Special Committee with all
necessary facilities, including those required for its visits to the
occupied territories, so that it may investigate the Israeli
policies and practices referred to in the present resolution;

(b) To continue to make available such additional staff
as may be necessary to assist the Special Committee in the
performance of its tasks;

(c) To circulate regularly to Member States the periodic
reports mentioned in paragraph 6 above;

(d) To ensure the widest circulation of the reports of the
Special Committee and of information regarding its activities
and findings, by all means available, through the Office of
Communications and Public Information of the Secretariat
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and, where necessary, to reprint those reports of the Special
Committee that are no longer available;

(e) Toreport to the General Assembly at its fifty-third
session on the tasks entrusted to him in the present resolution;

9.  Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "Report of the Special
Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the
Human Rights of the Palestinian People and Other Arabs of
the Occupied Territories".

69th plenary meetin
1 O%ecember 1 99%

52/65.  Applicability of the Geneva Convention relative
to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of
War, of 12 August 1949, to the occupied
Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem, and

the other occupied Arab territories
The General Assembly,
Recalling its relevant resolutions,

Bearing in mind the relevant resolutions of the Security
Council,

Having considered the reports of the Special Committee
to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of
the Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the Occupied
Territories® and the relevant reports of the Secretary-
General,>

Considering that the promotion of respect for the
obligations arising from the Charter of the United Nations and
other instruments and rules of international law is among the
basic purposes and principles of the United Nations,

Stressing that Israel, the occupying Power, should
comply strictly with its obligations under international law,

1. Reaffirms that the Geneva Convention relative to
the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12
August 1949,® is applicable to the occupied Palestinian
territory, including Jerusalem, and other Arab territories
occupied by Israel since 1967,

2.  Demands that Israel accept the de jure applicability
of the Convention in the occupied Palestinian territory,
including Jerusalem, and other Arab territories occupied by
Israel since 1967, and that it comply scrupulously with the
provisions of the Convention;

3. Calis upon all States parties to the Convention, in
accordance with article 1 common to the four Geneva

5! See A/52/131 and Add.1 and 2.
52 A/52/550-553.

*3 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973.

Conventions,™ to exert all efforts in order to ensure respect for
its provisions by Israel, the occupying Power, in the occupied
Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem, and other Arab
territories occupied by Israel since 1967;

4.  Requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its fifty-third session on the
implementation of the present resolution.

69th plenary meeting
10 December 1997

52/66.  Israeli settlements in the occupied Palestinian
territory, including Jerusalem, and the occupied

Syrian Golan
The General Assembly,

Guided by the principles of the Charter of the United
Nations, and affirming the inadmissibility of the acquisition of
territory by force,

Recalling its relevant resolutions, including those adopted
at its tenth emergency special session, as well as relevant
Security Council resojutions, including resolutions 242 (1967)
of 22 November 1967, 446 (1979) of 22 March 1979, 465
{1980) of 1 March 1980 and 497 (1981) of 17 December 1981,

Reaffirming the applicability of the Geneva Convention
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War,
of 12 August 19493 to the occupied Palestinian territory,
including Jerusalem, and to the occupied Syrian Golan,

Aware of the Middle East peace process started at
Madrid and the agreements reached between the parties, in
particular the Declaration of Principles on Interim Self-
Government Arrangements of 13 September 1993% and the
Israeli-Palestinian Interim Agreement on the West Bank and
the Gaza Strip of 28 September 1995,

Expressing grave concern about the decision of the
Government of Israel to resume settlement activities, including
the construction of the new settlement in Jabal Abu Ghneim,
in violation of international humanitarian law, relevant United
Nations resolutions and the agreements reached between the
parties,

Gravely concerned in particular about the dangerous

‘situation resulting from actions taken by the illegal armed

Israeli settlers in the occupied territory, as illustrated by the
massacre of Palestinian worshippers by an illegal Israeli settler
in Al-Khalil on 25 February 1994,

54 Ibid., Nos. 970-973.
55 1bid., No. 973.
56 A/48/486-8/26560, annex; see Official Records of the Security

Council, Forty-eighth Year, Supplement for October, November and
December 1993, document S/26560.

57 A/51/889-8/1997/357, annex; see Official Records of the Security
Council, Fifty-second Year, Supplement for April, May and June
1997, document S/1997/357.
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Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General,*®

1. Reaffirms that Israeli settlements in the Palestinian
territory, including Jerusalem, and in the occupied Syrian
Golan are illegal and an obstacle to peace and economic and
social development;

2. Calls upon Israel to accept the de jure applicability
of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian
Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949,% to the occupied
Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem, and to the occupied
Syrian Golan and to abide scrupulously by the provisions of
the Convention, in particular article 49;

3. Demands complete cessation of the construction of
the new settlement in Jabal Abu Ghneim and of all Israeli
settlement activities in the occupied Palestinian territory,
including Jerusalem, and in the occupied Syrian Golan;

4. Stresses the need for full implementation of
Security Council resolution 904 (1994) of 18 March 1994, in
which, among other things, the Council called upon Israel, the
occupying Power, to continue to take and implement measures,
including, inter alia, confiscation of arms, with the aim of
preventing illegal acts of violence by Israeli settlers, and called
for measures to be taken to guarantee the safety and protection
of the Palestinian civilians in the occupied territory.

69th plenary meeting
10 December 1997
52/67.  Israeli practices affecting the human rights of
the Palestinian people in the occupied
Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem
The General Assembly,

Recalling its relevant resolutions, including those
adopted at its tenth emergency special session, and the
resolutions of the Commission on Human Rights,

Bearing in mind the relevant resolutions of the Security
Council, the most recent of which are resolutions 904 (1994)
of 18 March 1994 and 1073 (1996) of 28 September 1996,

Having considered the reports of the Special Committee
to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of
the Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the Occupied
Territories® and the reports of the Secretary-General, %

Aware of the responsibility of the international
community to promote human rights and ensure respect for
international law,

Reaffirming the principle of the inadmissibility of the
acquisition of territory by force,

55 A/51/517.
9 See A/52/131 and Add.1 and 2.
% A/52/550-553.

Reaffirming also the applicability of the Geneva
Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in
Time of War, of 12 August 1949,% to the occupied Palestinian
territory, including Jerusalem, and other Arab territories
occupied by Israel since 1967,

Recalling the signing of the Declaration of Principles on
Interim Self-Government Arrangements by the Government of
the State of Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organization in
Washington, D.C., on 13 September 199352 as well as the
subsequent implementation agreements, including the Israeli-
Palestinian Interim Agreement on the West Bank and the Gaza
Strip signed in Washington, D.C., on 28 September 19956

Noting the withdrawal of the Israeli army, which took
place in the Gaza Strip and the Jericho Area in accordance
with the agreements reached between the parties, and the
initiation of the Palestinian Authority in those areas,

Noting also the redeployment of the Israeli army from six
cities in the West Bank,

Concerned about the continuing violation of the human
rights of the Palestinian people by Israel, the occupying Power,
especially the use of collective punishment, closure of areas,
annexation and establishment of settlements and the continuing
actions by it designed to change the legal status, geographical
nature and demographic composition of the occupied
Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem,

Expressing its deep concern in particular about the
closure by the Israeli authorities of the occupied Palestinian
territory, including Jerusalem, which prevents the freedom of
movement of persons and goods and is the cause of great
economic and social hardship, in violation of the Geneva
Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in
Time of War, of 12 August 1949, and the agreements reached
between the two sides,

Convinced of the positive impact of a temporary
international or foreign presence in the occupied Palestinian
territory on the safety and protection of the Palestinian people,

Expressing its appreciation to the countries that
participated in the Temporary International Presence in Hebron
for their positive contribution,

Convinced of the need for the full implementation of
Security Council resolutions 904 (1994) and 1073 (1996),

¢! United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973.

2 A/48/486-5/26560, annex; see Official Records of the Security
Council, Forty-eighth Year, Supplement for October, November and
December 1993, document S/26560.

% A/51/889-8/1997/357, annex; see Official Records of the Security
Council, Fifty-second Year, Supplement for April, May and June
1997, document S/1997/357.
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1. Determines that all measures and actions taken by
Israel, the occupying Power, in the occupied Palestinian
territory, including Jerusalem, in violation of the relevant
provisions of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection
of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949, and
contrary to the relevant resolutions of the Security Council, are
illegal and have no validity and that such measures should
cease immediately;

2.  Demands that Israel, the occupying Power, cease all
practices and actions that violate the human- rights of the
Palestinian people;

3.  Stresses the need to preserve the territorial integrity
of all of the occupied Palestinian territory and to guarantee the
freedom of movement of persons and goods within the
Palestinian territory, including the removal of restrictions on
movement into and from East Jerusalem, and the freedom of
movement to and from the outside world;

4. Calls upon Israel, the occupying Power, to
accelerate the release of all remaining Palestinians arbitrarily
detained or imprisoned, in line with agreements reached;

5. Calls for complete respect by Israel, the occupying
Power, of all fundamental freedoms of the Palestinian people,
pending the extension of the self-government arrangements to
the rest of the occupied territory;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its fifty-third session on the
implementation of the present resolution.

69th plenary meeting
10 December 1997

52/68. The occupied Syrian Golan

The General Assembly,

Having considered the reports of the Special Committee
to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of
the Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the Occupied
Territories,%

Deeply concerned that the Syrian Golan occupied since
1967 has been under continued Israeli military occupation,

Recalling Security Council resolution 497 (1981) of 17
December 1981,

Recaﬂz’ng also its previous relevant resolutions, the last
of which was resolution 51/133 of 13 December 1996,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General
submitted in pursuance of resolution 51/135,%

8 See A/52/131 and Add.1 and 2.
 A/52/550.

Recalling its previous relevant resolutions in which, inter
alia, it called upon Israel to put an end to its occupation of the
Arab territories,

Reaffirming once more the illegality of the decision of 14
December 1981 taken by Israel to impose its laws, jurisdiction
and administration on the occupied Syrian Golan, which has
resulted in the effective annexation of that territory,

Reaffirming that the acquisition of territory by force is
inadmissible under international law, including the Charter of
the United Nations,

Reaffirming also the applicability of the Geneva
Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in
Time of War, of 12 August 1949,% to the occupied Syrian
Golan,

Bearing in mind Security Council resolution 237 (1967)
of 14 June 1967, :

Welcoming the convening at Madrid of the Peace
Conference on the Middle East on the basis of Security
Council resolutions 242 (1967) of 22 November 1967 and 338§
(1973) of 22 October 1973 aimed at the realization of a just,
comprehensive and lasting peace, and expressing grave
concern about the stalling of the peace process on the Syrian
and Lebanese tracks,

1. Calis upon Israel, the occupying Power, to comply
with the relevant resolutions on the occupied Syrian Golan, in
particular Security Council resolution 497 (1981), in which the
Council, inter alia, decided that the Israeli decision to impose
its laws, jurisdiction and administration on the occupied Syrian
Golan was null and void and without international legal effect,
and demanded that Israel, the occupying Power, should rescind
forthwith its decision;

2. Also calls upon Israel to desist from changing the
physical character, demographic composition, institutional
structure and legal status of the occupied Syrian Golan and in
particular to desist from the establishment of settlements;

3.  Determines that all legislative and administrative
measures and actions taken or to be taken by Israel, the
occupying Power, that purport to alter the character and legai
status of the occupied Syrian Golan are null and void,
constitute a flagrant violation of international law and of the
Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian
Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949,% and have no
legal effect;

4. Calls upon Israel to desist from imposing Israeli
citizenship and Israeli identity cards on the Syrian citizens in
the occupied Syrian Golan, and to desist from its repressive
measures against the population of the occupied Syrian Golan;

5. Deplores the violations by Israel of the Geneva
Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in
Time of War, of 12 August 1949;

% United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, No. 973.




132

HI. Resolutions adopted on the reports of the Special Political and Decolonization Committee (Fourth Committee)

6. Calls once again upon Member States not to
recognize any of the legislative or administrative measures and
actions referred to above;

7. Reguests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its fifty-third session on the
implementation of the present resolution.

69th plenary meeting
10 December 1997
52/69.  Comprehensive review of the whole question of
peacekeeping operations in all their aspects
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 2006 (XIX) of 18 February 1965
and all other relevant resolutions,

Recalling in particular its resolution 51/136 of 13
December 1996,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on the
work of the Organization,”

Affirming that the efforts of the United Nations in the
peaceful settlement of disputes, including through its
peacekeeping operations, are indispensable,

Welcoming the expansion of the membership of the
Special Committee on Peacekeeping Operations,

Convinced of the need for the United Nations fo continue
to improve its capabilities in the field of peacekeeping and to
enhance the effective and efficient deployment of its
peacekeeping operations,

Considering the contribution that all States Members of
the Organization make to peacekeeping,

Taking note of the widespread interest in contributing to
the work of the Special Committee expressed by many
Member States, in particular troop-contributing countries,

Bearing in mind the continuous necessity of preserving
the efficiency and strengthening the effectiveness of the work
of the Special Committee,

1. Welcomes the report of the Special Committee on
Peacekeeping Operations;*

2.  Endorses the proposals, recommendations and
conclusions of the Special Committee contained in paragraphs
34 to 91 of its report;

3. Urges Member States, the Secretariat and relevant
organs of the United Nations to take all necessary steps to
implement the proposals, recommendations and conclusions of
the Special Committee;

 Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-second Session,
Supplement No. [ (A/52/1).

 A/52/209.

4.  Reiterates that those Member States that become
personnel contributors to United Nations peacekeeping
operations in years to come or participate in the future in the
Special Committee for three consecutive years as observers
shali, upon request in writing to the Chairman of the
Committee, become members at the following session of the
Commititee;

3. Decides that the Special Committee, in accordance
with its mandate, shall continue its efforts for a comprehensive
review of the whole question of peacekeeping operations in all
their aspects and shall review the implementation of its
previous proposals and consider any new proposals so as to
enhance the capacity of the United Nations to fulfil its
responsibilities in this field;

6.  Requests the Special Committee to submit a report
on its work to the General Assembly at its fifty-third session;

7. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "Comprehensive review of
the whole question of peacekeeping operations in all their
aspects".

69th plenary meeting
10 December 1997

52/70.  Questions relating to information

A
INFORMATION IN THE SERVICE OF HUMANITY -

The General Assembly,

Taking note of the comprehensive and important report
of the Committee on Information,%

Also taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on
questions relating to information,”

Urges all countries, organizations of the United Nations
system as a whole and all others concerned, reaffirming their
commitment to the principles of the Charter of the United
Nations and to the principles of freedom of the press and
freedom of information, as well as to those of the
independence, pluralism and diversity of the media, deeply
concerned by the disparities existing between developed and
developing countries and the consequences of every kind
arising from those disparities that affect the capability of the
public, private or other media and individuals in developing
countries to disseminate information and communicate their
views and their cultural and ethical values through endogenous
cultural production, as well as to ensure the diversity of
sources and their free access to information, and recognizing
the call in this context for what in the United Nations and at
various international forums has been termed "a new world
information and communication order, seen as an evolving and
continuous process":

 A/52/21. For the final text, see Official Records of the General
Assembly, Fifty-second Session, Supplement No. 21.

™ A/52/455.
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(a) To cooperate and interact with a view to reducing
existing disparities in information flows at all levels by
increasing assistance for the development of communication
infrastructures and capabilities in developing countries, with
due regard for their needs and the priorities attached to such
areas by those countries, and in order to enable them and the
public, private or other media in developing countries to
develop their own information and communication policies
freely and independently and increase the participation of
media and individuals in the communication process, and to
ensure a free flow of information at all levels;

() To ensure for journalists the free and effective
performance of their professional tasks and condemn
resolutely all attacks against them;

(¢) To provide support for the continuation and
strengthening of practical training programmes for
broadcasters and journalists from public, private and other
media in developing countries;

(d) To enhance regional efforts and cooperation among
developing countries, as well as cooperation between
developed and developing countries, to strengthen
communication capacities and to improve the media
infrastructure and communication technology in the
developing countries, especially in the areas of training and
dissemination of information;

(¢) To aim, in addition to bilateral cooperation, at
providing all possible support and assistance to the developing
countries and their media, public, private or other, with due
regard to their interests and needs in the field of information
and to action already adopted within the United Nations
system, including:

(i) The development of the human and technical
resources that are indispensable for the
improvement of information and communication
systems in developing countries and support for the
continuation and strengthening of practical training
programmes, such as those already operating under
both public and private auspices throughout the
developing world;

(ii) The creation of conditions that will enable
developing countries and their media, public,
private or other, to have, by using their national and
regional resources, the communication technology
suited to their national needs, as well as the
necessary programme material, especially for radio
and television broadcasting;

(iii) Assistance in establishing and promoting
telecommunication links at the subregional,
regional and interregional levels, especially among
developing countries;

(iv) The facilitation, as appropriate, of access by the

developing countries to advanced communication
technology available on the open market;

(A To provide full support for the International
Programme for the Development of Communication’ of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization, which should support both public and private
media.

69th plenary meeting
10 December 1997

B

UNITED NATIONS PUBLIC INFORMATION POLICIES
AND ACTIVITIES

The General Assembly,

Strongly reaffirming its primary role in elaborating,
coordinating and harmonizing United Nations policies and
activities in the field of information,

1.  Takes note of the report of the Committee on
Information;®

2. Notes that the Committee on Information was
unable to finish its task during its nineteenth session;

3.  Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on
questions relating to information;™

4,  Also takes note of the report of the Task Force on
the Reorientation of United Nations Public Information
Activities;”?

5. Regquests the Secretary-General to continue to
implement already mandated activities;

6.  Also requests the Secretary-General to report to the
Committee on Information at its twentieth session, and to the
General Assembly at its fifty-third session, on United Nations
public information activities and on the implementation of the
measures regarding information and communications approved
by the Assembly;

7. Regquests the Committee on Information to report to
the General Assembly at its fifty-third session;

8.  Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the item entitled "Questions relating to
information".

09th plenary meetin
10 December 199

7' See United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural

Organization, Records of the General Conference, Twenty-first
Session, Belgrade, 23 September to 28 October 1980, vol. 1,
Resolutions, sect. I11.4, resolution 4/21.

2 A/AC.198/1997/CRP.1, annex.
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52/71. Information from Non-Self-Governing Territories
transmitted under Article 73 e of the Charter of the
United Nations

The General Assembly,

Having examined the chapter of the report of the Special
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation
of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the information
from Non-Self-Governing Territories transmitted under Article
73 e of the Charter of the United Nations”™ and the action
taken by the Special Committee in respect of that information,

Having also examined the report of the Secretary-
General,™

‘Recalling its resolution 1970 (XVII) of 16 December
1963, in which it requested the Special Committee to study the
information transmitted to the Secretary-General in accordance
with Article 73 e of the Charter and to take such information
fully into account in examining the situation with regard to the
implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, contained in
its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960,

Recalling also its resolution 51/139 of 13 December
1996, in which it requested the Special Committee to continue
to discharge the functions entrusted to it under resolution 1970
(XVHD,

Stressing the importance of timely transmission by the
administering Powers of adequate information under Article 73
e of the Charter, in particular in relation to the preparation by
the Secretariat of the working papers on the Territories
concerned,

1. Approves the chapter of the report of the Special
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation
of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the information
from Non-Self-Governing Territories transmitted under Article
73 e of the Charter of the United Nations;™

2. Reaffirms that, in the absence of a decision by the
General Assembly itself that a Non-Self-Governing Territory
has attained a full measure of self-government in terms of
Chapter X1 of the Charter, the administering Power concerned
should continue to transmit information under Article 73 e of
the Charter with respect to that Territory;

3. Reguests the administering Powers concerned to
transmit or continue to transmit to the Secretary-General the
informatton prescribed in Article 73 e of the Charter, as well
as the fullest possible information on political and
constitutional developments in the Territories concerned,

™ A/52/23 (Part IV), chap. VIIL For the final text, see Official
Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-second Session, Supplement
No. 23.

™ A/52/365.

within a maximum period of six months following the
expiration of the administrative year in those Territories;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to
ensure that adequate information is drawn from all available
published sources in connection with the preparation of the
working papers relating to the Territories concerned;

5. Requests the Special Committee to continue to
discharge the functions entrusted to it under resolution 1970
(XVIID), in accordance with established procedures, and to
report thereon to the General Assembly at its fifty-third
session.

69th plenary meetin
10 December 199

52/72. Economic and other activities which affect the
interests of the peoples of the Non-Self-Governing
Territories

The General Assembly,

Having considered the item entitled "Activities of foreign
economic and other interests which impede the implementation
of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples in Territories under colonial
domination",

Having examined the chapter of the report of the Special
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation
of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the item,”

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960,
as well as all its other relevant resolutions, including, in
particular, resolution 46/181 of 19 December 1991,

Reaffirming the solemn obligation of the administering
Powers under the Charter of the United Nations to promote the
political, economic, social and educational advancement of the
inhabitants of the Territories under their administration and to
protect the human and natural resources of those Territories
against abuses,

Reaffirming also that any economic or other activity that
has a negative impact on the interests of the peoples of the
Non-Self-Governing Territories and on the exercise of their
right to self-determination in conformity with the Charter of
the United Nations and General Assembly resolution 1514
(XV) is contrary to the purposes and principles of the Charter,

Reaffirming further that the natural resources are the
heritage of the peoples of the Non-Self-Governing Territories,
including the indigenous populations,

Aware of the special circumstances of the geographical
location, size and economic conditions of each Territory, and
bearing in mind the need to promote the economic stability,

7 A/52/23 (Part IIN), chap. V. For the final text, see Official Records
of the General Assembly, Fifty-second Session, Supplement No. 23.
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diversification and strengthening of the economy of each
Territory,

Conscious of the particular vulnerability of the small
Territories to natural disasters and environmental degradation,

Conscious also that foreign economic investment, when
done in collaboration with the peoples of the Non-Self-
Governing Territories and in accordance with their wishes,
could make a valid contribution to the socio-economic
development of the Territories and could also make a valid
contribution to the exercise of their right to self-determination,

Concerned about any activities aimed at exploiting the
natural and human resources of the Non-Self-Governing
Territories to the detriment of the interests of the inhabitants of
those Territories,

Bearing in mind the relevant provisions of the final
documents of the successive Conferences of Heads of State or
Government of Non-Aligned Countries and of the resolutions
adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State and Government
of the Organization of African Unity, the South Pacific Forum
and the Caribbean Community,

1. Reaffirms the right of peoples of Non-Self-
Governing Territories to self-determination in conformity with
the Charter of the United Nations and with General Assembly
resolution 1514 (XV), containing the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,
as well as their right to enjoyment of their natural resources
and their right to dispose of those resources in their best
interest;

2.  Affirms the value of foreign economic investment
undertaken in collaboration with the peoples of the Non-Self-
Governing Territories and in accordance with their wishes in
order to make a valid contribution to the socio-economic
development of the Territories;

3. Reaffirms the responsibility of the administering
Powers under the Charter to promote the political, economic,
social and educationa! advancement of the Non-Self-
Governing Territories, and reaffirms the legitimate rights of
their peoples over their natural resources;

4.  Reaffirms its concern about any activities aimed at
the exploitation of the natural resources that are the heritage of
the peoples of the Non-Self-Governing Territories, including
the indigenous populations, in the Caribbean, the Pacific and
other regions, as well as their human resources, to the
detriment of their interests, and in such a way as to deprive
them of their right to dispose of those resources;

5.  Affirms the need to avoid any economic and other
activities which adversely affect the interests of the peoples of
the Non-Self-Governing Territories;

6. Calls once again upon all Governments that have
not yet done so to take, in accordance with the relevant
provisions of General Assembly resolution 2621 (XXV) of 12
October 1970, legislative, administrative or other measures in
respect of their nationals and the bodies corporate under their
jurisdiction that own and operate enterprises in the Non-Self-
Governing Territories that are detrimental to the interests of

the inhabitants of those Territories, in order to put an end to
such enterprises;

7.  Reiterates that the damaging exploitation and
plundering of the marine and other natural resources of the
Non-Self-Governing Territories, in violation of the relevant
resolutions of the United Nations, is a threat to the integrity
and prosperity of those Territories;

8. Invites all Governments and organizations of the
United Nations system to take all possible measures to ensure
that the permanent sovereignty of the peoples of the Non-Self-
Governing Territories over their natural resources is fully
respected and safeguarded,;

9.  Urges the administering Powers concerned to take
effective measures to safeguard and guarantee the inalienable
right of the peoples of the Non-Self-Governing Territories to
their natural resources and to establish and maintain control
over the future development of those resources, and requests
the administering Powers to take all necessary steps to protect
the property rights of the peoples of those Territories;

10. Calls upon the administering Powers concerned to
ensure that no discriminatory working conditions prevail in the
Territories under their administration and to promote in each
Territory a fair system of wages applicable to all the
inhabitants without any discrimination;

11. Requests the Secretary-General to continue, through
all means at his disposal, to inform world public opinion of
any activity that affects the exercise of the right of the peoples
of Non-Self-Governing Territories to self-determination in
conformity with the Charter and General Assembly resolution
1514 (XV);

12. Appeals to the mass media, trade unions and non-
governmental organizations, as well as individuals, to continue
their efforts to promote the economic well-being of the peoples
of the Non-Self-Governing Territories;

13. Decides to follow the situation in the Non-Self-
Governing Territories so as to ensure that all economic
activities in those Territories are aimed at strengthening and
diversifying their economies in the interest of their peoples,
including the indigenous populations, and at promoting the
economic and financial viability of those Territories;

14. Requests the Special Committee on the Situation
with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples
to continue to examine this question and to report thereon to
the General Assembly at its fifty-third session.

69th plenary meetin,%
10 December 199

52/73. Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples
by the specialized agencies and the internationai
institutions associated with the United Nations

The General Assembly,

Having considered the item entitled "Implementation of
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
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Countries and Peoples by the specialized agencies and the
international institutions associated with the United Nations",

Having also considered the report of the Secretary-
General” and the report of the Chairman of the Special
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation
of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples on his consultations with the
President of the Economic and Social Council,”

Having examined the chapter of the report of the Special
Committee relating to the item,”

Recalling its resolutions 1514 (XV) of 14 December
1960 and 1541 (XV) of 15 December 1960, and resolutions of
the Special Committee, as well as other relevant resolutions
and decisions, including in particular Economic and Social
Council resolution 1996/37 of 26 July 1996,

Bearing in mind the relevant provisions of the final
documents of the successive Conferences of Heads of State or
Government of Non-Aligned Countries and of the resolutions
adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State and Government
of the Organization of African Unity, the South Pacific Forum
and the Caribbean Community,

Conscious of the need to facilitate the implementation of
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
*Countries and Peoples contained in its resolution 1514 (XV),

Noting that the large majority of the remaining Non-Self-
Governing Territories are small island Territories,

Welcoming the assistance extended to Non-Self-
Governing Territories by certain specialized agencies and other
organizations of the United Nations system, in particular the
United Nations Development Programme,

Stressing that, because the development options of small
island Non-Self-Governing Territories are limited, there are
special challenges to planning for and implementing
sustainable development and that those Territories will be
constrained in meeting the challenges without the continued
cooperation and assistance of the specialized agencies and
other organizations of the United Nations system,

Stressing also the importance of securing the necessary
resources for funding expanded assistance programmes for the
peoples concerned and the need to enlist the support of all
major funding institutions within the United Nations system in
that regard,

Reaffirming the mandates of the specialized agencies and
other organizations of the United Nations system to take all the
appropriate measures, within their respective spheres of

8 A/52/185.
7 AJAC.109/L.1866.

" A/52/23 (Part IV), chap. VIL. For the final text, see Official Records
of the General Assembly, Fifty-second Session, Supplement No. 23.

competence, o ensure the full implementation of General
Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) and other relevant resolutions,

Expressing its appreciation to the Organization of
African Unity, the South Pacific Forum, the Caribbean
Community and other regional organizations for the continued
cooperation and assistance they have extended to the
specialized agencies and other organizations of the United
Nations system in this regard,

Expressing its conmviction that closer conmtacts and
consultations between and among the specialized agencies and
other organizations of the United Nations system and regional
organizations help to facilitate the effective formulation of
programmes of assistance to the peoples concerned,

Mindful of the imperative need to keep under continuous
review the sctivities of the specialized agencies and other
organizations of the United Nations system in the
implementation of the various United Nations decisions
relating to decolonization,

Bearing in mind the extremely fragile economies of the
Non-Self-Governing small island Territories and their
vulnerability to natural disasters, such as hurricanes, cyclones
and sea-level rise, and recalling its relevant resolutions,

Recalling its resolution 51/141 of 13 December 1996 on
the implementation of the Declaration by the specialized
agencies and the international institutions associated with the
United Nations,

1. Takes note of the report of the Chairman of the
Special Commitiee on the Situation with regard to the
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples on his
consultations with the President of the Economic and Social
Council,” and endorses the observations and suggestions
arising therefrom;™

2. Also takes note of the report of the Secretary-
General;”

3. Recommends that all States intensify their efforts in
the specialized agencies and other organizations of the United
Nations system to ensure the full and effective implementation
of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples and other relevant resolutions
of the United Nations;

4. Reaffirms that the specialized agencies and other
organizations and institutions of the United Nations system
should continue to be guided by the relevant resolutions of the
United Nations in their efforts to contribute to the
implementation of the Declaration and all other relevant
General Assembly resolutions;

5. Reaffirms also that the recognition by the General
Assembly, the Security Council and other United Nations
organs of the legitimacy of the aspirations of the peoples of

" See E/1997/81 and Add.1.
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Non-Self-Governing Territories to exercise their right to self-
determination entails, as a corollary, the extension of all
appropriate assistance to those peoples;

6. Expresses its appreciation to those specialized
agencies and other organizations of the United Nations system
that have continued to cooperate with the United Nations and
the regional and subregional organizations in the
implementation of resolution 1514 (XV) and other relevant
resolutions of the United Nations, and requests all the
specialized agencies and other organizations of the United
Nations system to implement the relevant provisions of those
resolutions;

7. Requests the specialized agencies and other
organizations of the United Nations system and international
and regional organizations to examine and review conditions
in each Territory so as to take appropriate measures to
accelerate progress in the economic and social sectors of the
Territories;

8.  Requests the specialized agencies and the other
organizations and institutions of the United Nations system, as
well as regional organizations, to strengthen existing measures
of support and formulate appropriate programmes of assistance
to the remaining Non-Self-Governing Territories, within the
framework of their respective mandates, in order to accelerate
progress in the economic and social sectors of those
Territories;

9. Requests the specialized agencies and other
organizations of the United Nations system concerned to
provide information on:

(a) Eavironmental problems facing the Non-Self-
Governing Territories;

{(b) The impact of natural disasters, such as hurricanes
and volcanoes, and other environmental problems, such as
beach and coastal erosion and droughts, on those Territories;

(c) Ways and means to assist the Territories in fighting
drug trafficking, money laundering and other illegal and
criminal activities;

(d) The illegal exploitation of the marine resources of
the Territories and the need to utilize those resources for the
benefit of the peoples of the Territories;

10. Recommends that the executive heads of the
specialized agencies and other organizations of the United
Nations system formulate, with the active cooperation of the
regional organizations concerned, concrete proposals for the
full implementation of the relevant resolutions of the United
Nations and submit the propeosals to their governing and
legislative organs;

11. Also recommends that the specialized agencies and
other organizations of the United Nations system continue to
review at the regular meetings of their governing bodies the
implementation of General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV)
and other relevant resolutions of the United Nations;

12. Welcomes the continuing initiative exercised by the
United Nations Development Programme in maintaining close
liaison among the specialized agencies and other organizations
of the United Nations system and in providing assistance to the
peoples of Non-Self-Governing Territories;

13, Encourages Non-Self-Governing Territories to take
steps to establish and/or strengthen disaster preparedness and
management institutions and policies;

14. Reguests the administering Powers concerned to
facilitate the participation of appointed and elected
representatives of Non-Self-Governing Territories in the
relevant meetings and conferences of the specialized agencies
and other organizations of the United Nations system so that
the Territories may benefit from the related activities of those
agencies and organizations;

15. Recommends that all Governments intensify their
efforts in the specialized agencies and other organizations of
the United Nations system of which they are members to
accord priority to the question of providing assistance to the
peoples of the Non-Self-Governing Territories;

16. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to assist
the specialized agencies and other organizations of the United
Nations system in working out appropriate measures for
implementing the relevant resolutions of the United Nations
and to prepare for submission to the relevant bodies, with the
assistance of those agencies and organizations, a report on the
action taken in implementation of the relevant resolutions,
including the present resolution, since the circulation of his
previous report;

17. Commends the Economic and Social Council for its
debate®® and its resolution 1997/66 of 25 July 1997 on this
question, and requests it to continue to consider, in
consultation with the Special Committee, appropriate measures
for coordination of the policies and activities of the specialized
agencies and other organizations of the United Nations system
in implementing the relevant resolutions of the General
Assembly;

18. Requests the specialized agencies to rteport
periodically to the Secretary-General on the implementation of
the present resolution;

19. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit the
present resolution to the governing bodies of the appropriate
specialized agencies and international institutions associated
with the United Nations so that those bodies may take the
necessary measures to implement the resolution, and also
requests the Secretary-General to report to the General
Assembly at its fifty-third session on the implementation of the
present resolution;

% See E/1997/SR.42. For the final text, see Official Records of the
Economic and Social Council, 1997, Plenary Meetings, 42nd
meeting.
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20. Requests the Special Committee to continue to
examine the question and to report thereon to the General
Assembly at its fifty-third session,

69th plenary meeting
10 December 1997

52/74. Offers by Member States of study and training
facilities for inhabitants of Non-Self-Governing
Territories

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 51/142 of 13 December 1996,

Having examined the report of the Secretary-General on
offers by Member States of study and training facilities for
inhabitants of Non-Self-Governing Territories,®” prepared
pursuant to its resolution 845 (IX) of 22 November 1954,

Conscious of the importance of promoting the
educational advancement of the inhabitants of Non-Self-
Governing Territories,

Strongly convinced that the continuation and expansion
of offers of scholarships is essential to meet the increasing
need of students from Non-Self-Governing Territories for
educational and training assistance, and considering that
students in those Territories should be encouraged to avail
themselves of such offers,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General;®

2. Expresses its appreciation to those Member States
that have made scholarships available to the inhabitants of
Non-Self-Governing Territories;

3. Invites all States to make or continue to make
generous offers of study and training facilities to the
inhabitants of those Territories that have not yet attained self-
government or independence and, wherever possible, to
provide travel funds to prospective students;

4.  Urges the administering Powers to take effective
measures to ensure the widespread and continuous
dissemination in the Territories under their administration of
information relating to offers of study and training facilities
made by States and to provide all the necessary facilities to
enable students to avail themselves of such offers;

5.  Requesis the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its fifty-third session on the
implementation of the present resolution;

6. Draws the attention of the Special Committee on
the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples to the present resolution.

69th plenary meetin
10 December 199

B A/52/388 and Add.1 and 2,

52/75. Question of Western Sahara
The General Assembly,

Having considered in depth the question of Western
Sahara,

Reaffirming the inalienable right of all peoples to self-
determination and independence, in accordance with the
principles set forth in the Charter of the United Nations and in
General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December
1960, containing the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,

Recalling its resolution 51/143 of 13 December 1996,

Recalling also the agreement in principle given on 30
August 1988 by the Kingdom of Morocco and the Frente
Popular para la Liberacién de Saguia el-Hamra y de Rio de
Oro to the proposals of the Secretary-General of the United
Nations and the Chairman of the Assembly of Heads of State
and Government of the Organization of African Unity in the
context of their joint mission of good offices,

Recalling further Security Council resolutions 658 (1990)
of 27 June 1990 and 690 (1991) of 29 April 1991, by which
the Council approved the settlement plan for Western Sahara

Recalling all the Security Council and General Assembly
resolutions relating to the question of Western Sahara,

Taking note with satisfaction of the entry into force of the
ceasefire in accordance with the proposal of the Secretary-
General, and stressing the importance it attaches to the
maintenance of the ceasefire as an integral part of the
settlement plan,

Reaffirming the responsibility of the United Nations
towards the people of Western Sahara, as provided for in the
settlement plan,

Taking note with satisfaction of the agreements®
reached by the two parties during their private direct talks
aimed at the implementation of the settlement plan, and
stressing the importance it attaches to a full, fair and faithful
implementation of the settlement plan and the agreements
aimed at its implementation,

Taking note of Security Council resolution 1131 (1997)
of 29 September 1997,

Having examined the relevant chapter of the report of the
Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the

*2 See Official Records of the Security Council, Forty-fifth Year,
Supplement for April, May and June 1990, document $/21360; and
ibid., Forty-sixth Year, Supplement for April, May and June 1991,
document S$/22464.

¥ Ibid., Fifiy-second Year, Supplement for July, August and
September 1997, documents S/1997/742 and Add.1.
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Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,®

Having also examined the report of the Secretary-
General,*

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General;**

2.  Takes note with satisfaction of the agreements®
reached between the Kingdom of Morocco and the Frente
Popular para la Liberacién de Saguia el-Hamra y de Rio de
Oro for the implementation of the settlement plan® during
their private direct talks under the auspices of Mr. James Baker
11, the Personal Envoy of the Secretary-General, and urges the
parties to implement those agreements fully and faithfully;

3. Urges the two parties to continue their cooperation
with the Secretary-General and his Personal Envoy and to
refrain from undertaking anything that would undermine the
implementation of the settlement plan and the agreements
reached for its implementation;

4.  Commends the Secretary-General and his Personal
Envoy for their efforts in reaching these agreements as well as
the two parties for the cooperation they have shown, and urges
them to continue this cooperation in order to facilitate the
speedy implementation of the settlement plan;

5.  Reaffirms the responsibility of the United Nations
towards the people of Western Sahara, as provided for in the
settlement plan;

6. Reiterates its support for further efforts of the
Secretary-General for the organization and the supervision by
the United Nations, in cooperation with the Organization of
African Unity, of a referendum for self-determination of the
people of Western Sahara, in conformity with Security Council
resolutions 658 (1990) and 690 {1991), by which the Council
approved the settlement plan for Western Sahara;

7. Takes note of Security Council resolution 1131
(1997);

8.  Requests the Special Committee on the Situation
with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples
to continue to consider the situation in Western Sahara,
bearing in mind the positive ongoing implementation of the
settlement plan, and to report thereon to the General Assembly
at its fifty-third session;

9. Invites the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly at its fifty-third session a report on the
implementation of the present resolution.

69th plenary meeting
10 December 1997

# A/52/23 (Part V), chap. IX. For the final text, see Official Records
of the General Assembly, Fifiy-second Session, Supplement No. 23.

¥ A/52/364 and Add.1.

52/76. Question of New Caledonia
The General Assembly,
Having considered the question of New Caledonia,

Having examined the chapter of the report of the Special
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation
of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to New Caledonia,*

Reaffirming the right of peoples to self-determination as
enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations,

Recalling its resolutions 1514 (XV) of 14 December
1960 and 1541 (XV) of 15 December 1960,

Noting the importance of the positive measures being
pursued in New Caledonia by the French authorities, in
cooperation with all sectors of the population, to promote
political, economic and social development in the Territory,
including measures in the area of environmental protection and
action with respect to drug abuse and trafficking, in order to
provide a framework for its peaceful progress to self-
determination,

Noting also, in this context, the importance of equitable
economic and social development, as well as continued
dialogue among the parties involved in New Caledonia in the
preparation of the act of self-determination of New Caledonia,

Welcoming the strengthening of the process of review of
the Matignon Accords®” through the increased frequency of
coordination meetings,

Noting with satisfaction the intensification of contacts
between New Caledonia and neighbouring countries of the
South Pacific region,

1. Urges all the parties involved, in the interest of all
the people of New Caledonia and building on the positive
outcome of the mid-term review of the Matignon Accords,” to
maintain their dialogue in a spirit of harmony;

2. Invites all the parties involved to continue
promoting a framework for the peaceful progress of the
Territory towards an act of self-determination in which all
options are open and which would safeguard the rights of all
New Caledonians according to the letter and the spirit of the
Matignon Accords, which are based on the principle that it is
for the populations of New Caledonia to choose how to control
their destiny;

3. Welcomes measures that have been taken to
strengthen and diversify the New Caledonian economy in all
fields, and encourages further such measures in accordance
with the spirit of the Matignon Accords;

% A/52/23 (Part V), chap. IX. For the final text, see Official Records
of the General Assembly, Fifty-second Session, Supplement No. 23.

¥ See A/AC.109/1000, paras. 9-14.
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4. Also welcomes the importance attached by the
parties to the Matignon Accords to greater progress in housing,
employment, training, education and health care in New
Caledonia;

5. Acknowledges the contribution of the Melanesian
Cultural Centre to the protection of the indigenous culture of
New Caledonia;

6.  Notes the positive initiatives aimed at protecting the
natural environment of New Caledonia, notably the "Zonéco”
operation designed to map and evaluate marine resources
within the economic zone of New Caledonia;

7. Acknowledges the close links between New
Caledonia and the peoples of the South Pacific and the positive
actions being taken by the French and territorial authorities to
facilitate the further development of those links, including the
development of closer relations with the countries members of
the South Pacific Forum;

8.  Welcomes, in particular, in this regard, continuing
high-level visits to New Caledonia by delegations from
countries of the Pacific region and high-level visits by
delegations from New Caledonia to countries members of the
South Pacific Forum;

9. Requests the Special Committee on the Situation
with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples
to continue the examination of this question at its next session
and to report thereon to the General Assembly at its fifty-third
session.

69th plenary meetin
10 December 199

52/77. Questions of American Samoa, Anguilla, Bermuda,
the British Virgin Islands, the Cayman Islands,
Guam, Montserrat, Pitcairn, St. Helena, Tokelau,
the Turks and Caicos Islands and the United States
Virgin Islands

A
GENERAL
The General Assembly,

Having considered the questions of American Samoa,
Anguilla, Bermuda, the British Virgin Islands, the Cayman
Islands, Guam, Montserrat, Pitcairn, St. Helena, Tokelau, the
Turks and Caicos Islands and the United States Virgin Islands,
hereinafter referred to as "the Territories”,

Having examined the relevant chapter of the report of the
Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Couniries and Peoples,®®

* A/52/23 (Part VD), chap. X. For the final text, see Official Records
of the General Assembly, Fifty-second Session, Supplement No. 23.

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960,
containing the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonia! Countries and Peoples, and all resolutions and
decisions of the United Nations relating to those Territories,
including, in particular, the resolutions adopted by the General
Assembly at its fifty-first session on the individual Territories
covered by the present resolution,

Recognizing that the specific characteristics and the
sentiments of the peoples of the Territories require flexible,
practical and innovative approaches to the options of self-
determination, without any prejudice to territorial size,
geographical location, size of population or natural resources,

Recalling its resolution 1541 (XV) of 15 December 1960,
containing the principles that should guide Member States in
determining whether or not an obligation exists to transmit the
information called for under Article 73 e of the Charter of the
United Nations,

Expressing its concern that thirty-seven years after the
adoption of the Declaration there still remains a number of
Non-Self-Governing Territories,

Acknowledging the significant achievements by the
international community towards the eradication of
colonialism in accordance with the Declaration, and conscious
of the importance of continuing effective implementation of
the Declaration, taking into account the target set by the United
Nations to eradicate colonialism by the year 2000,

Taking note of the positive constitutional developments
in some Non-Self-Governing Territories about which the
Special Committee has received information, while also
acknowledging the need for recognition to be given to
expressions of self-determination by the peoples of the
Territories consistent with practice under the Charter,

Recognizing that in the decolonization process there is no
alternative to the principle of self-determination as enunciated
by the General Assembly in its resolutions 1514 (XV), 1541
(XV) and other resolutions,

Noting with appreciation the continuing exemplary
cooperation of New Zealand, as an administering Power, in the
work of the Special Committee, and welcoming the recent
constitutional developments in Tokelau,

Welcoming the stated position of the Government of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland that it
continues to take seriously its obligations under the Charter to
develop self-government in the dependent Territories and, in
cooperation with the locally elected Governments, to ensure
that their constitutional frameworks continue to meet the
wishes of the people, and the emphasis that it is ultimately for
the peoples of the Territories to decide their future status,

Welcoming aiso the stated position of the Government of
the United States of America that it supports fully the
principles of decolonization and takes seriously its obligations
under the Charter to promote to the utmost the well-being of
the inhabitants of the Territories under United States
administration,
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Aware of the special circumstances of the geographical
location and economic conditions of each Territory, and
bearing in mind the necessity of promoting economic stability
and diversifying and strengthening further the economies of
the respective Territories as a matter of priority,

Conscious of the particular vulnerability of the small
Territories to natural disasters and environmental degradation,

Aware of the usefulness both to the Territories and to the
Special Committee of the participation of appointed and
elected representatives of the Territories in the work of the
Special Committee,

Convinced that the wishes and aspirations of the peoples
of the Territories should continue to guide the development of
their future political status and that referendums, free and fair
elections and other forms of popular consultation play an
important role in ascertaining the wishes and aspirations of the
people,

Convinced also that any negotiations to determine the
status of a Territory must not take place without the active
involvement and participation of the people of that Territory,

Recognizing that all available options for self-
determination of the Territories are valid as long as they are in
accordance with the freely expressed wishes of the peoples
concerned and in conformity with the clearly defined
principles contained in resolutions 1514 (XV), 1541 (XV) and
other resolutions of the General Assembly,

Mindful that United Nations visiting missions provide an
effective means of ascertaining the situation in the Territories,
and considering that the possibility of sending further visiting
missions to the Territories at an appropriate time and in
consultation with the administering Powers should be kept
under review,

Noting that the Special Committee held at St. John's,
Antigua and Barbuda, from 21 to 23 May 1997, a Caribbean
regional seminar to review the political, economic and social
conditions in the Territories,

Mindful that in order for the Special Committee to
enhance its understanding of the political status of the peoples
of the Territories and to fulfil its mandate effectively, it is
important for the Committee to be apprised by the
administering Powers, and to receive information from other
appropriate sources, concerning the wishes and aspirations of
the peoples of the Territories,

Mindful also in this connection that the Special
Committee considers the holding of regional seminars in the
Caribbean and Pacific regions and at Headquarters and other
venues, with the active participation of representatives of the
Non-Self-Governing Territories, as a helpful means to fulfil its
mandate, while recognizing the need for reviewing the role of
those seminars in the context of a United Nations programme
for ascertaining the political status of the Territories,

Mindful further that some Territories have not had any
United Nations visiting mission for a long period of time, and

that no such visiting missions have been sent to some of the
Territories,

Noting with appreciation the contribution to the
development of some Territories by specialized agencies and
other organizations of the United Nations system, in particular
the United Nations Development Programme, and regional
institutions such as the Caribbean Development Bank,

1. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the peoples of the
Territories to self-determination, including, if they so wish,
independence, in conformity with the Charter of the United
Nations and with General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV),
containing the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples;

2.  Reaffirms also that it is ultimately for the peoples of
the Territories themselves to determine freely their future
political status in accordance with the relevant provisions of
the Charter, the Declaration and the relevant resolutions of the
General Assembly, and in that connection calls upon the
administering Powers, in cooperation with the territorial
Governments, to facilitate programmes of political education
in the Territories in order to foster an awareness among the
people of their right to self-determination in conformity with
legitimate political status options, including those defined in
resolution 1541 (XV);

3.  Requests the administering Powers to transmit to the
Secretary-General information called for under Article 73 e of
the Charter and other information and reports, including
reports on the wishes and aspirations of the peoples of the
Territories regarding their future political status as expressed
in fair and free referendums and other forms of popular
consultation, as well as the results of any informed and
democratic processes consistent with practice under the
Charter that indicate the clear and freely expressed wish of the
people to change the existing status of the Territories;

4.  Stresses the importance for the Special Committee
on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples to be apprised of the views and wishes
of the peoples of the Territories and to enhance its
understanding of their conditions;

5.  Reaffirms that United Nations visiting missions to
the Territories at an appropriate time and in consultation with
the administering Powers are an effective means of
ascertaining the situation in the Territories, and requests the
administering Powers and the elected representatives of the
peoples of the Territories to assist the Special Committee in
this regard;

6. Reaffirms also the responsibility of the
administering Powers under the Charter to promote the
economic and social development and to preserve the cultural
identity of the Territories, and recommends that priority
continue to be given, in consultation with the territorial
Governments concerned, to the strengthening and
diversification of their respective economies;
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7. Requests the administering Powers, in consultation
with the peoples of the Territories, to take all necessary
measures to protect and conserve the environment of the
Territories under their administration against any
environmental degradation, and requests the specialized
agencies concerned to' continue to monitor environmental
conditions in those Territories;

8. Calls upon the administering Powers, in
cooperation with the respective territorial Governments, to
continue to take all necessary measures to counter problems
related to drug trafficking, money laundering and other
offences;

9.  Stresses that the eradication of colonialism by the
year 2000 requires the full and constructive cooperation of all
parties concerned;

10. Takes note of the particular circumstances that
prevail in the Territories concerned, and encourages the
political evolution in them towards self-determination;

11.  Urges Member States to contribute to the efforts of
the United Nations to usher in the twenty-first century in a
world free of colonialism, and calls upon them to continue to
give their full support to the Special Committee in its
endeavours towards that noble goal;

12. Invites the specialized agencies and other
organizations of the United Nations system to initiate or to
continue to take all necessary measures to accelerate progress
in the social and economic life of the Territories;

13. Regquests the Special Committee to continue the
examination of the question of the small Territories and to
report thereon to the General Assembly at its fifty-third session
with recommendations on appropriate ways to assist the
peoples of the Territories in exercising their right to self-
determination.

69th plenary meeting
10 December 1997
B
INDIVIDUAL 'i‘ERRJTORIES
The General Assembly,

Referring to resolution A above,
1. American Samoa

Noting the report by the administering Power that most
American Samoan leaders express satisfaction with the island's
present relationship with the United States of America,

Noting also the non-participation of representatives of the
people of American Samoa in the last three regional seminars,

Noting further that the Government of the Territory
continues to have significant financial, budgetary and internal
control problems and that the Territory's deficit and financial
condition are compounded by the high demand for

government services from the rapidly growing population, a
limited economic and tax base and recent natural disasters,

Noting that the Territory, similar to isolated communities
with limited funds, continues to experience a lack of adequate
medical facilities and other infrastructural requirements,

Aware of the efforts of the Government of the Territory
to control and reduce expenditures, while continuing its
programme of expanding and diversifying the local economy,

1. Requests the administering Power, bearing in mind
the views of the people of the Territory ascertained through a
democratic process, to keep the Secretary-General informed of
the wishes and aspirations of the people regarding their future
political status;

2. Calls upon the administering Power to continue to
agsist the territorial Government in the economic and social
development of the Territory, including measures to rebuild
financial management capabilities and strengthen other
governmental functions of the Government of the Territory;

Il. Anguilla

Conscious of the commitment of both the Government of
Anguilla and the administering Power to a new and closer
policy of dialogue and partnership through the Country Policy
Plan for 1993-1997,

Aware of the efforts of the Government of Anguilla to
continue to develop the Territory as a viable offshore centre
and well-regulated financial centre for investors, by enacting
modern company and trust laws, as well as partnership and
insurance legislation, and computerizing the company registry
system,

Noting the need for continued cooperation between the
administering Power and the territorial Government in tackling
the problems of drug trafficking and money laundering,

1. Requests the administering Power, bearing in mind
the views of the people of the Territory ascertained through a
democratic process, to keep the Secretary-General informed of
the wishes and aspirations of the people regarding their future
political status;

2. Calls upon the administering Power and all States,
organizations and United Nations agencies to continue to assist
the Territory in social and economic development;

III. Bermuda

Noting the results of the independence referendum held
on 16 August 1995,

Conscious of the different viewpoints of the political
parties of the Territory on the future status of the Territory,

Noting the measures taken by the Government to combat
racism and the plan to set up a Commission for Unity and
Racial Equality,
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Noting also the report of the intended closure of the
foreign military bases and installations in the Territory,

Taking into consideration the statement made in October
1995 by the Finance Minister on the transfer of those lands for
development projects,

1.  Requests the administering Power, bearing in mind
the views of the people of the Territory ascertained through a
democratic process, to keep the Secretary-General informed of
the wishes and aspirations of the people regarding their future
political status;

2. Calis upon the administering Power to continue its
programmes of socio-economic development of the Territory;

3. Reguests the administering Power to elaborate, in
consultation with the territorial Government, programmes of
development specifically intended to alleviate the economic,
social and environmental consequences of the closure of
certain military bases and installations in the Territory;

IV. British Virgin Islands

Noting the completion of the constitutional review in the
Territory and the coming into force of the amended
Constitution, and noting also the results of the general
elections held on 20 February 1995,

Noting also the results of the constitutional review of
1993-1994, which made it clear that a prerequisite to
mdependence must be a constitutionally expressed wish by the
people as a result of a referendum,

Taking note of the statement made in 1995 by the Chief
Minister of the British Virgin Islands that the Territory was
ready for constitutional and political advancement towards full
internal self-government and that the administering Power
should assist through the gradual transfer of power to elected
territorial representatives,

Noting that the Territory is emerging as one of the
world's leading offshore financial centres,

Noting also the need for continued cooperation between
the administering Power and the territorial Government in
countering drug trafficking and money laundering,

1. Requests the administering Power, bearing in mind
the views of the people of the Territory ascertained through a
democratic process, to keep the Secretary-General informed of
the wishes and aspirations of the people regarding their future
political status;

2. Reguests the administering Power, the specialized
agencies and other organizations of the United Nations system
and all financial institutions to continue to provide assistance
to the Territory for socio-economic development and the
development of human resources, bearing in mind the
vulnerability of the Territory to external factors;

V. Cayman Islands

Noting the constitutional review of 1992-1993, according
to which the population of the Cayman Islands expressed the

sentiment that the existing relations with the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland should be maintained
and that the current status of the Territory should not be
altered,

Aware that the Territory has one of the highest per capita
incomes in the region, a stable political climate and virtually
no unemployment,

Noting the actions taken by the territorial Government to
implement its localization programme to promote increased
participation of the local population in the decision-making
process in the Cayman Islands,

Noting with concern the vulnerability of the Territory to
drug trafficking, money laundering and related activities,

Noting the measures taken by the authorities to deal with
those problems,

Noting also that the Territory has emerged as one of the
world's leading offshore financial centres,

1. Reguests the administering Power, bearing in mind
the views of the people of the Territory ascertained through a
democratic process, to keep the Secretary-General informed of
the wishes and aspirations of the people regarding their future
political status;

2. Requests the administering Power, the specialized
agencies and other organizations of the United Nations system
to continue to provide the territorial Government with all
required expertise to enable it to achieve its socio-economic
aims;

3.  Calls upon the administering Power and the
territorial Government to continue to cooperate to counter
problems related to money laundering, smuggling of funds and
other related crimes, as well as drug trafficking;

4,  Requests the administering Power, in consultation
with the territorial Government, to continue to facilitate the
expansion of the current programme of securing employment
for the local population, in particular at the decision-making
level;

VI. Guam

Noting with interest the statement made and the
information on the political and economic situation in Guam
provided by the representative of the Territory to the
Caribbean regional seminar, held at St. John's, Antigua and
Barbuda, from 21 to 23 May 1997,%

Recalling that, in a referendum held in 1987, the people
of Guam endorsed a draft Guam Commonwealth Act that
would establish a new framework for relations between the
Territory and the administering Power, providing for internal
self-government for Guam and recognition of the right of the
people of Guam to self-determination for the Territory,

% See A/AC.109/2089.




144 Iil. Resolutions adopted on the reports of the Special Political and Decolonization Conmittee {Fourth Committee)

Recalling also the requests by the elected representatives
and non-governmental organizations of the Territory that
Guam not be removed from the list of the Non-Self-Governing
Territories with which the Special Committee on the Situation
with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples
is concerned, pending the expression of the will of the
Chamorro people and taking into account their legitimate
rights and interests,

Aware of the continued negotiations between the
administering Power and the territorial Government on the
draft Guam Commonwealth Act and on the future status of the
Territory, with particular emphasis on the question of the
evolution of the relationship between the United States of
America and Guam,

Cognizant that the administering Power continues to
implement its programme of transferring surplus federal land
to the Government of Guam,

Noting that the people of the Territory have called for
reform in the programme of the administering Power with
respect to the thorough, unconditional and expeditious transfer
of land property to the people of Guam,

Conscious that immigration into Guam has resulted in the
indigenous Chamorros becoming a minority in their homeland,

Aware of the potential for diversifying and devéloping
the economy of Guam through commercial fishing and
agriculture and other viable activities,

Taking note of the proposed closing and realigning of
four United States Navy installations on Guam and the request
for the establishment of a transition period to develop some of
the closed facilities as commercial enterprises,

Recalling the dispatch in 1979 of a United Nations
visiting mission to the Territory, and noting the
recommendation of the 1996 Pacific regional seminar for
sending a visiting mission to Guam,*

1. Calls upon the administering Power to take into
consideration the expressed will of the Chamorro people as
endorsed by the people of Guam, encourages the administering
Power and the territorial Government of Guam to continue the
negotiations on this matter, and requests the administering
Power to inform the Secretary-General of progress to this end;

2.  Reguests the administering Power to continue to
assist the elected territorial Government in achieving its
political, economic and social goals;

3. Also requests the administering Power, in
cooperation with the territorial Government, to continue the
orderly transfer of land fo the people of the Territory and to
take the necessary steps to safeguard their property rights;

% See A/AC.109/2058, para. 33(20).

4. Further requests the administering Power to
continue to recognize and respect the political rights and the
cultural and ethnic identity of the people of Guam, including
the Chamorro people, and to take all necessary measures to
respond to the concerns of the territorial Government with
regard to the immigration issue;

5. Requests the administering Power to cooperate in
establishing programmes specifically intended to promote the
sustainable development of economic activities and enterprises
by the people of Guam, including the Chamorro people;

6.  Also reguests the administering Power to continue
to support appropriate measures by the territorial Government
aimed at promoting growth in commercial fishing and
agriculture and other viable activities;

VII. Montserrat

Noting with interest the statements made and the
information on the political and economic situation in
Montserrat provided by the elected representatives of the
Territory to the Caribbean regional seminar, held at St. John's,
Antigua and Barbuda, from 21 to 23 May 1997,%

Noting that the last visiting mission took place in 1982,

Noting also the functioning of a democratic process in
Montserrat, and that general elections were held in the
Territory in November 1996,

Taking note of the reported statement of the Chief
Minister that his preference was for independence within a
political union with the Organization of Eastern Caribbean
States and that self-reliance was more of a priority than
independence,

Noting with concern the dire consequences of a volcanic
eruption which led to the evacuation of a third of the
Territory's population to safe areas of the island and which
continues to have a negative impact upon the economy of the
island,

Noting the efforts of the administering Power and the
Government of the Territory to meet the emergency situation
caused by the volcanic eruption, including the implementation
of a wide range of contingency measures for both the private
and the public sectors in Montserrat,

Noting also the coordinated response measures taken by
the United Nations Development Programme and the
assistance of the United Nations disaster management team,

Noting with deep concern that a substantial number of the
inhabitants of the Territory continue to live in shelters because
of volcanic activity,

1. Requests the administering Power, bearing in mind
the views of the people of the Territory ascertained through a
democratic process, to keep the Secretary-General informed of
the wishes and aspirations of the people regarding their future
political status;
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2. Calls upon the administering Power, the specialized
agencies and other organizations of the United Nations system
as well as regional and other organizations to provide urgent
emergency assistance to the Territory in alleviating the
consequences of the volcanic eruption;

VIII. Pitcairn

Taking into account the unique nature of Pitcairn in terms
of population and area,

Expressing its satisfaction with the continued economic
and social advancement of the Territory, as well as with the
improvement of its communications with the outside world
and its management plan to address conservation issues,

1. Regquests the administering Power, bearing in mind
the views of the people of the Territory ascertained through a
democratic process, to keep the Secretary-General informed of
the wishes and aspirations of the people regarding their future
political status;

2. Also requests the administering Power to continue
its assistance for the improvement of the economic, social,
educational and other conditions of the population of the
Territory;

IX. St Helena

Taking into account the unique character of St. Helena,
its population and its natural resources,

Aware of the request by the Legislative Council of St.
Helena that the administering Power conduct a constitutional
review in the Territory,

Noting the statement of 1995 by the administering Power
that the Governor of the island would be ready to enter into
debate on a constitutional review of St. Helena,

Aware of the establishment by the Government of the
Territory of the Development Agency in 1995 to encourage
private sector commercial development on the island,

Also aware of the efforts of the administering Power and
the territorial authorities to improve the socio-economic
conditions of the population of St. Helena, in particular in the
sphere of food production,

Noting with concern the problem of unemployment on
the island and the joint action of the administering Power and
the territorial Government to deal with it,

1.  Notes that the administering Power has taken note
of various statements made by members of the Legislative
Council of St. Helena about the Constitution and is prepared to
discuss them further with the people of St. Helena, and also
notes that the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association
recently sent a delegation to study the Constitution and its
application with the Legisiative Council;

2. Requests the administering Power, bearing in mind
the views of the people of the Territory ascertained through a
democratic process, to keep the Secretary-General informed of

the wishes and aspirations of the people regarding their future
political status; '

3.  Reguests the administering Power and relevant
regional and international organizations to continue to support
the efforts of the territorial Government to address the socio-
economic development of the Territory;

X. Tokelau

Noting with interest the statement made and the
information on the political and economic situation in Tokelau
provided by the representative of the Territory to the
Caribbean regional seminar, held at St. John's, Antigua and
Barbuda, from 21 to 23 May 1997,%

Recalling the solemn declaration on the future status of
Tokelau delivered by the Ulu-o-Tokelau (the highest authority
on Tokelau) on 30 July 1994, that an act of self-determination
in Tokelau is now under active consideration, together with the
Constitution of a self-governing Tokelau, and that the present
preference of Tokelau is for a status of free association with
New Zealand,

Recalling also the emphasis placed in the solemn
declaration on the terms of Tokelau's intended free association
relationship with New Zealand, including the expectation that
the form of help Tokelau could continue to expect from New
Zealand in promoting the well-being of its people, besides its
external interests, would be clearly established in the
framework of that relationship,

Noting with appreciation the continuing exemplary
cooperation of New Zealand as the administering Power with
regard to the work of the Special Commiittee on the Situation
with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples
relating to Tokelau and its readiness to permit access by United
Nations visiting missions to the Territory,

Noting also with appreciation the collaborative
contribution to the development of Tokelau by New Zealand
and the specialized agencies and other organizations of the
United Nations system, in particular the United Nations
Development Programme and the International
Telecommunication Union,

Recalling the dispatch in 1994 of a United Nations
visiting mission to Tokelau,

Noting that, as a small island Territory, Tokelau
exemplifies the situation of most remaining Non-Self-
Governing Territories,

Noting also that, as a case study pointing to successful
decolonization, Tokelau has wider significance for the United
Nations as it seeks to complete its work in decolonization,

1. Notes that Tokelau remains firmly committed to the
development of self-government and to an act of self-
determination that would result in Tokelau assuming a status
in accordance with the options on future status for Non-Self-
Governing Territories contained in principle VI of the annex
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to General Assembly resolution 1541 (XV) of 15 December
1960;

2. Also notes Tokelau's desire to move at its own pace
towards an act of self-determination;

3. Commends Tokelau for seeking on the basis of wide
consultation with its people a form of national government that
reflects its unique traditions and environment, and for charting
its own constitutional course;

4. Acknowledges the collaboration between New
Zealand and Tokelau regarding the Tokelau Amendment Act
1996, which provides Tokelau's national Government with a
legislative power, supplementing the executive power
delegated in 1994;

5. Also acknowledges Tokelau's need for reassurance,
given that local resources cannot adequately cover the material
side of self-determination, and the ongoing responsibility of
Tokelau's external partners to assist Tokelau in balancing its
desire to be self-reliant to the greatest extent possible with its
need for external assistance;

6. Welcomes the assurances of the Government of
New Zealand that it will meet its obligations to the United
Nations with respect to Tokelau and abide by the freely
expressed wishes of the people of Tokelau with regard to their
future status;

7.  Invites the administering Power and United Nations
agencies to continue their assistance to the social and
economic development of Tokelau;

XI1. Turks and Caicos Islands

Noting with interest the statements made and the
information on the political and economic situation in the
Turks and Caicos Islands provided by the Cabinet Minister as
well as a member of the legislature from the opposition of the
Territory to the Caribbean regional seminar, held at St. John's,
Antigua and Barbuda, from 21 to 23 May 19975

Nofting the establishment in November 1995 of the
Action Committee for Political Independence, formed by
prominent political figures from different parties, and its stated
goal of educating the population in the disadvantages of the
present colonial status and the benefits of independence,

Noting also the efforts by the Government of the
Territory to strengthen financial management in the public
sector, including efforts to increase revenue,

Noting with concern the vulnerability of the Tetritory to
drug trafficking and related activities, as well as its problems
caused by illegal immigration,

Noting the need for continued cooperation between the
administering Power and the territorial Government in
countering drug trafficking and money laundering,

1. Regquests the administering Power, bearing in mind
the views of the people of the Territory ascertained through a

democratic process, to keep the Secretary-General informed of
the wishes and aspirations of the people regarding their future
political status;

2. Invites the administering Power to take fully into
account the wishes and interests of the Government and the
people of the Turks and Caicos Islands in the governance of
the Territory;

3.  Calls upon the administering Power and the
relevant regional and international organizations to continue to
provide assistance for the improvement of the economic,
social, educational and other conditions of the population of
the Territory;

4. Calls upon the administering Power and the
territorial Government to continue to cooperate to counter
problems related to money laundering, smuggling of funds and
other related crimes, as well as drug trafficking;

XIL. United States Virgin Islands

Noting with interest the statement made and the
information on the political and economic situation in the
United States Virgin Islands provided by the representative of
the Govemnor of the Territory to the Caribbean regional
seminar, held at St. John's, Antigua and Barbuda, from 21 to
23 May 1997.,%

Noting that general elections were held in November
1994,

Noting also that 27.5 per cent of the electorate
participated in the referendum on the political status of the
Territory held on 11 October 1993, that 80.4 per cent of those
who voted supported the existing territorial status
arrangements with the United States of America and that the
referendum left the status issue undecided,

Noting further the continuing interest of the territorial
Government in seeking associate membership in the
Organization of Eastern Caribbean States, the Caribbean
Community and the Association of Caribbean States,

Noting the necessity of further diversifying the Territory's
economty,

Welcoming the conclusion of the discussion between the
Government of the Territory and the administering Power on
the question of Water Island,

Noting the efforts of the Government of the Territory to
promote the Territory as an offshore financial services centre,

Noting with satisfaction the interest of the Territory in
joining the United Nations International Drug Control
Programme as a full participant,

Recalling the dispatch in 1977 of a United Nations
visiting mission to the Territory,

1. Requests the administering Power, bearing in mind
the views of the people of the Territory ascertained through a
democratic process, to keep the Secretary-General informed of
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the wishes and aspirations of the people regarding their future
political status;

2. Also requests the administering Power to continue
to assist the territorial Government in achieving its political,
economic and social goals;

3. Further requests the administering Power to
facilitate the participation of the Territory, as appropriate, in

various organizations, in particular the Organization of Eastern
Caribbean States and the Caribbean Community;

4. Welcomes the conclusion of the negotiations
between the administering Power and the territorial
Government on the question of Water Island.

69th plenary meeting
10 December 1997
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52/179.  Global partnership for development: high-level
international intergovernmental consideration
of financing for development

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 46/205 of 20 December 1991,
48/187 of 21 December 1993 and 50/93 of 20 December 1995,
and relevant resolutions, in which it decided, inter alia, to
consider at its fifty-second session the convening of an
international conference on the financing of development,

Recalling also the Agenda for Development,' in which it
is stated, inter alia, that due consideration should be given to
modalities for conducting an intergovernmental dialogue on
the financing of development,

Reaffirming that development is a complex
multidimensional process and is one of the main priorities of
the international community, for which Governments have
individual and shared responsibilities,

Noting with concern the continuous decline of the
official development assistance flows to developing countries,
and that official development assistance remains a main source
of external funding for developing countries, particularly those
in Africa and the least developed countries,

Recognizing the need to further explore ways of
generating new public and private financial resources to
complement development efforts,

Reaffirming its resolutions 50/91 of 20 December 1995,
507227 of 24 May 1996 and 51/166 of 16 December 1996, as
well as Economic and Social Council resolution 1996/43 of 26
July 1996 on strengthening collaboration between the United
Nations development system and the Bretton Woods
institutions,

1. Notes the need for systematic, comprehensive and
integrated high-level international intergovernmental
consideration of financing for development, with a view to
creating a broader-based partnership for development;

2. Also notes that various efforts have been
undertaken both within and outside the United Nations system
to address financing for development, and in that regard
considers it important that efforts already undertaken and
under way should contribute to the broader-based partnership
for development;

3. Stresses the need for a process that will take stock
of various efforts undertaken both within and outside the
United Nations system on financing for development in
preparing for high-level international intergovernmental
consideration;

4. Decides to convene a resumed session of the
Second Committee of the fifty-second session of the General
Assembly for two days in order to solicit the views of

! Resolution 51/240, annex.

Governments on the inputs required from a broad range of
stakeholders, including actors both within and outside the
United Nations system, as well as views on key elements that
might be included in the consideration of the topic of financing
for development, and to identify potential sources of such
inputs;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that the
reports requested at the resumed session of the fifty-second
session of the General Assembly are compiled and forwarded
to Governments at the fifty-third session of the General
Assembly, with an index report indicating recurring themes
and key elements found therein, and also requests the
Secretary-General to prepare a report to be submitted at the
same time on the work of the United Nations to address
financing for development;

6. Also decides to create an ad hoc open-ended
working group to work during the fifty-third session of the
General Assembly in order to undertake an in-depth
examination of all the inputs requested, with a view to
formulating a report containing recommendations on the form,
scope and agenda of the high-level international
intergovernmental consideration of the topic of financing for
development, which will be submitted to the General
Assembly at its fifty-fourth session;

7.  Further decides to consider at the fifty-fourth
session of the General Assembly the convening, inter alia, of
a summit, international conference, special session of the
General Assembly or other appropriate high-level international
intergovernmental forum on financing for development to
further the global partnership for development, not later than
the year 2001.

77th plenary meeting
18 December 1997

52/180. Global financial flows and their impact on the
developing countries
The General Assembly,

Reaffirming its resolutions 51/166 of 16 December 1996,
entitled "Global financial integration and strengthening
collaboration between the United Nations and the Bretton
Woods institutions”, and 50/91 of 20 December 1995, entitled
"Global financial integration: challenges and opportunities”, as
well as Economic and Social Council resolution 1996/43 of 26
July 1996 on strengthening collaboration between the United
Nations development system and the Bretton Woods
institutions,

Stressing that, in the context of global financial
integration, global financial flows present new challenges and
opportunities for the international community and should
constitute a very important element of the dialogue between
the United Nations system and the Bretton Woods institutions,

Expressing its concern that a number of developing
countries, in the course of liberalizing their external economic
and financial regimes, have become more vulnerable to the
volatile fluctuations of private capital flows in international
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financial markets, and stressing the importance at the national
level in the countries concerned of a favourable climate of
private financial flows, sound macroeconomic policies and
appropriate functioning of markets,

Noting that the globalization of financial markets can
generate new risks of instability, including interest rate and
exchange rate fluctuations, which have the potential to
aggravate the volatility of short-term capital flows and to
affect adversely the international financial system, requiring
ali countries to pursue sound economic policies and to
recognize the external economic impact of their domestic
policies, ’

Mindful that all countries should continue their efforts to
promote sustained economic growth and sustainable
development, in accordance with relevant General Assembly
resolutions and recent United Nations conferences, and that the
major industrialized countries, which have significant weight
in influencing world economic growth and the international
economic environment, have important responsibilities to
cooperate with developing countries so as to enhance the
efforts of the developing countries to address and alleviate
their major problems in the areas of finance, trade and external
indebtedness,

Recognizing the potential benefits for the world economy
of greater freedom of capital movements, but at the same time
noting that the capital account liberalization process could put
additional stress on the economies that are already straining to
adjust o globalization and in that regard necessitates, inter
alia, effective management by those economies,

Welcoming the initiatives that the Bretton Woods
institutions, especially the International Monetary Fund, have
taken to address the question of the volatility of capital flows
so as fo contribute to minimizing its potential negative impacts
on all countries, in particular developing countries,

1.  Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General
0.2

entitled "Global financial integration: an update";
2. Reiterates the need for broadening and

strengthening the participation of developing countries in the

international economic decision-making process;

3. Stresses that sound domestic macroeconomic
policies of each country in regard to promoting
macroecononic stability and growth are primary elements for
determining private capital flows and that the coordination of
macroeconontic policies, where appropriate, and a favourabie
international economic environment play an important role in
reinforcing their effectiveness;

4, Recognizes that a number of developing countries
have been able to take advantage of the globalization of
finance, and notes the need for the expansion of private capital
flows and for broader access by developing countries to those
flows, and therefore the need for the international community

2 A/52/406.

to assist low-income couniries, especially those in Africa, in
their efforts to create the enabling environment necessary to
attract such flows;

5.  Notes that a number of developing countries, among
them most of the least developed countries, especially those of
Africa, have not benefited from the globalization of finance
and continue to be in great need of official development
assistance;

6. Recognizes the need to explore ways to broaden
appropriate enhanced cooperation and, where appropriate,
coordination of macroeconomic policy among interested
countries and monetary and financial authorities and
institutions so as to enhance preventive consultation
arrangements between such instifutions as a means of
promoting a stable international financial environment
conducive to economic growth, particularly of developing
countries, taking into account the needs of developing
countries as well as situations that may have a significant
impact upon the international financial system;

7. Also recognizes the importance of ensuring
transparency and accountability at the national level to achieve
policy credibility and confidence-building as well as sound
regulatory and supervisory arrangements so as to strengthen
the domestic financial system, and further recognizes the
impertance of a stable international economic environment
and stability in the international monetary system;

8. Stresses the need for strengthened international
cooperation through strengthened regional and multilateral
cooperation to prevent future currency crises, which negatively
affect not only developing countries but also the international
financial and monetary system;

9. Recognizes the benefit of exchange rate stability
and a stable financial environment and the potential impact on
all countries of lack of stability in the foreign exchange
markets, and in that regard invites the International Monetary
Fund to exercise fully its mandate to sustain effective
surveillance over the underlying macroeconomic policies of its
member countries, in particular those countries whose
economies are particularly relevant for the stability of the
international monetary and financial system;

10. Also recognizes that an effective International
Monetary Fund surveillance mechanism requires, among other
elements, the regular and timely provision of reliable economic
and financial data from all Fund members, and in that regard
invites the Fund, within its mandate, to explore how data can
be gathered from other relevant sources in order to contribute
to the effectiveness of its surveiliance mechanism;

11. Takes note of the work of the Basel Committee on
Banking Supervision, notes that some developing countries
participated in the work of drafiing banking standards, and
recognizes the need for enhanced participation of developing
countdries in such work;

12. [Invites the International Monetary Fund to ensure
that, in exercising its role in promoting capital account
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liberalization, it does so in an orderly and flexible manner so
as to enable member countries to tailor capital account
liberalization to the circumstances of each individual country;

13. Requests the Secretary-General, in close
cooperation with the Bretton Woods institutions and the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, to
analyse the current trends in global financial flows, make
recommendations in the World Economic and Social Survey,
1998 and the Trade and Development Report, 1998 on ways
and means to address the volatility of those flows, including
measures to help economies to become more resilient with
regard to currency fluctuations, and report on the effect of
those fluctuations on growth and development, in particular in
developing countries;

14.  Also requests the Secretary-General, in cooperation
with the Bretton Woods institutions and the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development, to report to the
General Assembly at its fifty-third session on the
implementation of the present resolution.

77th plenary meeting
18 December 1997
52/181. Unilateral economic measures as a means of
political and economic coercion against
developing countries
The General Assembly,

Recalling the relevant principles set forth in the Charter
of the United Nations,

Reaffirming the Declaration on Principles of Inter-
national Law concering Friendly Relations and Cooperation
among States in accordance with the Charter of the United
Nations,® which states, inter alia, that no State may use or
encourage the use of unilateral economic, political or any other
type of measure to coerce another State in order to obtain from
it the subordination of the exercise of its sovereign rights,

Bearing in mind the general principles governing the
international trading system and trade policies for
development contained in relevant resolutions, rules and
provisions of the United Nations and the World Trade
Organization,

Recalling its resolutions 44/215 of 22 December 1989,
46/210 of 20 December 1991, 48/168 of 21 December 1993
and 50/96 of 20 December 1995,

Gravely concerned that the use of unilateral coercive
economic measures particularly adversely affects the economy
and development efforts of developing countries and has a
general negative impact on international economic cooperation
and on worldwide efforts to move towards a non-
discriminatory and open multilateral trading system,

? Resolution 2625 (XXV), annex.

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General;*

2. Urges the international community to adopt urgent
and effective measures to eliminate the use of unilateral
coercive economic measures against developing countries
which are not authorized by relevant organs of the United
Nations or are inconsistent with the principles of international
law as set forth in the Charter of the United Nations, and
which contravene the basic principles of the multilateral
trading system;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to
monitor the imposition of measures of this nature and to study
the impact of such measures on the affected countries,
including the impact on trade and development;

4, Also requests the Secretary-General to submit a
report to the General Assembly at its fifty-fourth session on the
implementation of the present resolution.

77th plenary meeting
18 December 1997

52/182. International trade and development
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 50/95 and 50/98 of 20 December
1995 and 51/167 of 16 December 1996, as well as relevant
international agreements concerning trade, economic growth,
development and interrelated issues,

Emphasizing the importance of an open, rule-based,
equitable, secure, non-discriminatory, transparent and
predictable multilateral trading system,

Emphasizing also that a favourable and conducive
international economic and financial environment and a
positive investment climate are necessary for the economic
growth of the world economy, including the creation of
employment, in particular for the growth and development of
the developing countries, and emphasizing further that each
country is responsible for its own economic policies for
sustainable development,

Taking note of agreed conclusions 1997/1 of the
Economic and Social Council on the theme "Fostering an
enabling environment for development: financial flows,
including capital flows, investment and trade",’

Noting that the mid-term review of the outcome of the
ninth session of the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development will be held in 1998,

* A/52/459.

5 A/52/3, chap. 1L For the final text, see Official Records of the
General Assembly, Fifty-second Session, Supplement No. 3.




154 FV. Resolutions adopted on the reports of the Second Committee

Noting also that the second Ministerial Conference of the
World Trade Organization will be held at Geneva from 18 to
20 May 1998,

I

1. Reaffirms the role of the United Nations Conference
on Trade and Development as the focal point within the United
Nations for the integrated treatment of development and
interrelated issues in the areas of trade, finance, technology,
investment and sustainable development;

2. Also reaffirms its political will and responsibility
with respect to implementing the agreed commitments reached
at the ninth session of the United Nations Conference on Trade
and Development, held at Midrand, South Africa, in particular
the document entitled "A Partnership for Growth and
Development”.® and, in this regard, welcomes the convening
of a special high-level mid-term review meeting in 1998,
which will contribute to the preparations for the tenth session
of the Conference, to be held in Thailand in 2000;

3. Welcomes the efforts by the Secretary-General of
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development to
build a lasting partnership for development with non-
governmental actors, including through the "Partners for
Development" initiative, to be held at Lyon, France, in 1998;

4. Takes note of the reports and the agreed
conclusions of the fifteenth executive session’ and the forty-
fourth session® of the Trade and Development Board, and
notes the important contribution that the Trade and
Development Report, 1997, the World Investment Report and
the Least Developed Countries, 1997 Report make to the work
of the Board;

5. Notes that the Trade and Development Board
recommended that the General Assembly change the name of
the Intergovernmental Group of Experts on Restrictive
Business Practices to the Intergovernmental Group of Experts
on Competition Law and Policy and convene a fourth United
Nations conference on the Set of Multilaterally Agreed
Equitable Principles and Rules for the Control of Restrictive
Business Practices, as well as a diplomatic conference to
consider and adopt a convention on arrest of ships, endorses
the aforementioned change of name of the Intergovernmental
Group, and stresses that the two conferences, as agreed by the
Board, should be absorbed within the budget level proposed
by the Secretary-General for the biennium 1998-1999;

$ Proceedings of the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development, Ninth Session, Midrand, Republic of South Africa,
27 April-11 May 1996, Repori and Annexes (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.97.11.D.4), part one, sect. A.

7 See A/52/15 (Part 1). For the final text, see Official Records of the
General Assembly, Fifty-second Session, Supplement No. 15.

¥ See A/52/15 (Part II). For the final text, see Oﬂ’icial Records of the
General Assembly, Fifty-second Session, Supplement No. i5.

6. Expresses its support for the efforts of the
Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on Trade
and Development to implement fully the far-reaching reforms
embodied in the outcome of the ninth session of the
Conference;

7.  Notes that the United Nations Conference on Trade
and Development is making increasing use of information
technology to enhance further its effectiveness, and urges the
Conference to assist developing countries in fully benefiting
from these new technologies;

8. Also notes the increasing importance and
application of electronic commerce on international trade, and
urges the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development, in cooperation with other relevant bodies of the
United Nations system, to assist developing countries, in
particular the least developed countries, and in this regard
further notes the needs of the countries with economies in
transition;

9.  Recognizes that the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development, having a comparative advantage in
tackling trade-related development issues, should continue to
facilitate the integration of developing countries and countries
with economies in transition into the international trading
system, in a complementary manner with the World Trade
Organization, and to promote development through trade and
investment in cooperation and coordination with the
International Trade Centre, relevant institutions of the United
Nations system and other international organizations;

10. Regquests the United Nations Conference on Trade
and Development to continue, on the basis of the outcome of
its ninth session, to identify and analyse the implications for
development of issues relevant to investment, taking into
account the interests of developing countries and bearing in
mind the work undertaken by other organizations;

11. Invites the United Nations Conference on Trade
and Development to continue, inter alia, to follow
developments in the international trading system, in particular
their implications for developing countries, to identify new
opportunities arising from the implementation of the Uruguay
Round of multilateral trade negotiations agreements,’ and to
assist developing countries to participate effectively in
multilateral trade negotiations;

I

12. Welcomes the outcome of the first Ministerial
Conference of the World Trade Organization, heid at
Singapore from § to 13 December 1996, and its adoption of
the Plan of Action for the Least Developed Countries;

13. Also welcomes the announcemenis by some
developed and developing countries, at the High-level Meeting

¥ See Legal Instruments Embodying the Results of the Uruguay Round
of Multilateral Trade Negotiations, done at Marrakesh on 15 April
1994 (GATT secretariat publication, Sales No. GATT/1994-7).
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on Integrated Initiatives for Least Developed Countries' Trade
Development, of new or additional measures on market access
for the least developed countries, and recommends that a full
report on the outcome of and follow-up to the Meeting be
submitted to the Ministerial Conference of the World Trade
Organization in May 1998;

14. Recognizes the importance of open regional
economic integration in the creation of new opportunities for
expanding trade and investment, and stresses the importance
of those initiatives being in conformity with World Trade
Organization rules, where applicable;

15. Stresses that, in the context of globalization and
liberalization, there is need for the full integration of
developing countries, in particular the least developed
countries, and of countries with economies in transition, into
the world economy, through, inter alia, improved market
access for their exports, in accordance with the multilateral
trade agreements;

16. Also stresses in this context the need for various
measures to be taken by the international community,
including increased trade-related technical assistance and
human and institutional capacity-building for strengthening the
supply capacity of exportable goods and services of
developing countries, in particular the least developed
countries, with a view to their full integration into the world
economy;

17. Welcomes, in this regard, the recognition that the
movement in the direction of greater openness for developing
economies should be an orderly process backed by effective
policies at the international and national levels and that those
policies should entail a phased approach to integration, taking
into account the circumstances of individual countries;

18. Reiterates the importance of trade liberalization in
developed and developing countries and the need to continue
liberalization, particularly in areas of interest to developing
countries, through, infer alia, a substantial reduction of tariff
and other barriers, and also reiterates the need for the

elimination of discriminatory and protectionist practices in |

international trade relations, which will have the effect of
improving access for the exports of developing countries,
enhancing the competitiveness of their domestic industries and
facilitating structural adjustment among developed economies;

19. Stresses that all members of the World Trade
Organization should implement their commitments in respect
of the Uruguay Round agreements in a full, timely, faithful
and continuous manner and that all provisions of the Final Act
Embodying the Results of the Uruguay Round of Multilateral
Trade Negotiations® should be applied effectively, taking into
account the specific interests of developing countries, so as to

10 A/52/15 (Part II), chap. I, sect. B, agreed conclusions 440 (XLIV),
para. 8. For the final text, see Official Records of the General
Assembly, Fifty-second Session, Supplement No. 3.

maximize economic growth and the developmental benefits
for all and, in this respect, reiterates the need for the full
implementation of special and preferential treatment for
developing countries in accordance with the Uruguay Round
agreements;

20. Emphasizes the importance of the strengthening of,
and the attainment of greater universality by, the international
trading system and of accelerating the process directed
towards accession to the World Trade Organization of
developing countries and countries with economies in
transition, and emphasizes the necessity for Governments
members of the World Trade Organization and relevant
international organizations to assist non-members of the World
Trade Organization so as to facilitate their efforts, with respect
to accession, in an expeditious and transparent manner on the
basis of World Trade Organization rights and obligations, and
for the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
to provide technical assistance, within its mandate, thereby
contributing to their rapid and full integration into the
multilateral trading system;

21. Also emphasizes that the dispute seitlement
mechanism of the World Trade Organization is a key element
with regard to the integrity and credibility of the multilateral
trading system and the full realization of the benefits
anticipated from the conclusion of the Uruguay Round of
multilateral trade negotiations;

22. Deplores any attempt to bypass or undermine
multilaterally agreed procedures on the conduct of
international trade by resorting to unilateral actions over and
above those agreed in the Uruguay Round, and affirms that
environmental and social concerns should not be used for
protectionist purposes;

III

23. Emphasizes the need for a balanced and integrated
approach to issues of environment, trade and development,
and recognizes that the objective of Governments should be to
ensure that trade and environmental policies are mutually
supportive so as to achieve sustainable development and that,
in doing so, their environmental policies and measures with a
potential trade impact are not used for protectionist purposes;

24, Encourages the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development to continue its work on trade,
environment and development, in particular its special role in
promoting the integration of trade, environment and
development,'! by examining trade and environmental issues
from a development perspective in cooperation with relevant
bodies and international organizations, including the
Commission on Sustainable Development, the United Nations
Environment Programme and the World Trade Organization,
as task manager for the Commission on Sustainable
Development;

! See resolution 50/95, para. 27.
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v

25. Reaffirms the need to give priority to the problems
facing the least developed countries, and reaffirms in particular
that actions should be taken, as appropriate, to assist the least
developed countries to maximize the potential opportunities
and minimize the possible difficulties arising from the
Uruguay Round agreements;

26. Urges Governments and concerned international
organizations to implement fully and expeditiously the
Ministerial Decision on Measures in Favour of the Least
Developed Countries® and to apply effectively the Ministerial
Decision on Measures Concerning the Possible Negative
Effects of the Reform Programme on Least Developed and
Net Food-importing Developing Countries,’ as well as the
recommendations adopted at the High-level Intergovernmental
Meeting on the Mid-term Global Review of the
Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Least
Developed Countries for the 1990s'? and at the ninth session
of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development,
as they relate to trade and trade-related issues of concern to the
least developed countries;

27. Requests Governments, organs, organizations and
bodies of the United Nations system and intergovernmental
and non-governmental organizations to take concrete measures
to implement fully and as a matter of urgency the United
Nations New Agenda for the Development of Africa in the
1990s,” including the measures and recommendations agreed
upon at its mid-term review, especially those related to trade
and development;

28. Welcomes the adoption of an integrated framework
for irade-related technical assistance at the High-level Meeting
on Integrated Initiatives for Least Developed Countries' Trade
Development, convened by the World Trade Organization at
Geneva on 27 and 28 October 1997, and invites the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development to enhance
further the effectiveness and efficiency of its trade-related
technical assistance activities for the least developed countries
in collaboration with the World Trade Organization, the
International Trade Centre, the United Nations Development
Programme, the World Bank and the International Monetary
Fund;

29. Invites the United Nations Conference on Trade
and Development, the World Bank and the United Nations
Development Programme to improve collaboration between
the country-level programmes of the Conference for the least
developed countries and the overall macroeconomic and
sectoral policy dialogue in respect of those countries at the
World Bank Consultative Group and United Nations
Development Programme round-table meetings, bearing in
mind General Assembly resolution 50/120 of 20 December
1995;

12 See A/50/745.
13 Resolution 46/151, annex, sect. IL

30. Stresses the need to give special atiention, within
the context of international cooperation on trade and
development issues, to the implementation of the many
international development commitments geared to meeting the
special development needs and problems of small island
developing States and of landlocked developing States, and to
recognize that developing countries that provide transit
services need adequate support in maintaining and improving
their transit infrastructure;

31. [Invites preference-giving countries to continue to
improve and renew their Generalized System of Preferences
schemes in keeping with the post-Uruguay Round trading
system and with the objective of integrating developing
countries, especially the least developed countries, into the
international trading system, and stresses that ways and means
should be found to ensure more effective utilization of those
schemes, particularly by the least developed countries;

32. Notes the concern among the beneficiaries that the
enlargement of the scope of the Generalized System of
Preferences, by linking eligibility to non-trade considerations,
may detract value from its original principles, namely, non-
discrimination, universality, burden sharing and non-
reciprocity;

33. Stresses the need for increased and more effective
participation by developing countries in rule-making and
standard-setting activities in the context of the intemational
trading system; :

34. Welcomes the successful outcome of the South-
South Conference on Trade, Investment and Finance, held at
San José, Costa Rica, from 13 to 15 January 1997, and stresses
the need by all concerned to ensure, with the support of the
international community, effective follow-up to its Declaration
and Plan of Action" which recognized, inter alia, the
importance of international trade as an unprecedented engine
of growth for developing countries, the opportunities and
challenges of globalization and liberalization, the need for the
complete integration of the developing countries into the
world economy and the international trading system, and the
need to address the continued marginalization of the least
developed countries in the world economy;

35. Reguests the Secretary-General, in collaboration
with the secretariat of the United Nations Conference on Trade
and Development, to report to the General Assembly at its
fifty-third session on recommendations for effective follow-up
to the relevant sections of agreed conclusions 1997/1 of the
Economic and Social Council;®

36. Also requests the Secretary-General, in
collaboration with the secretariat of the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development, to report orally to the
General Assembly at its fifty-third session on the

4 A/C.2/52/8, annex.
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implementation of the present resolution, including
developments in the multilateral trading system.

77th plenary meeting
18 December 1997
52/183. Specific actions related to the particular needs
and problems of landlocked developing countries
The General Assembly,

. Recalling the provisions of its resolutions 44/214 of 22
December 1989, 46/212 of 20 December 1991, 48/169 of 21
December 1993 and 50/97 of 20 December 1995, as well as
the relevant parts of the Agenda for Development,'®

Recognizing that the lack of territorial access to the sea,
aggravated by remoteness and isolation from world markets,
and prohibitive transit costs and risks impose serious
constraints on the overall socic-economic development efforts
of the landlocked developing countries,

Recognizing also that- sixteen of the landiocked
developing countries are also classified by the United Nations
as least developed countries and that their geographical
situation is an added constraint on their overall ability to cope
with the challenges of development,

Recognizing further that most transit countries are
themselves developing countries facing serious economic
problems, including the lack of adequate infrastructure in the
transport sector,

Recalling that measures to deal with the transit problems
of landlocked developing countries require closer and even
more effective cooperation and collaboration between those
countries and their transit neighbours,

Noting the importance of 'strengthening, and in this
respect recognizing the important role played by, bilateral
cooperative arrangements and subregional cooperation and
integration, as well as the activities of the regional
commissions, in alleviating the transit problems of the
landlocked developing countries and improving the transit
transport systems in landlocked and transit developing
countries,

Noting also the importance of strengthening the exiéting
international support measures with a view to addressing
further the problems of landlocked developing countries,

Noting further the holding of the third Meeting of
Governmental Experts from Landlocked and Transit
Developing Countries and Representatives of Donor Countries
and Financial and Development Institutions, in New York
from 18 to 20 June 1997,

Welcoming the holding of the first North-East Asia
Subregional Consultative Meeting of Landlocked and Transit
Countries on transit transport cooperation, held at Ulaanbaatar

' Resolution 51/240, annex.

from 20 to 22 May 1997 under the auspices of the United
Nations Development Programme Special Unit for Technical
Cooperation among Developing Countries and the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development,

1. Welcomes the note by the Secretary-General
transmitting the progress report of the secretariat of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development on specific
actions related to the particular needs and problems of
landlocked developing countries;'®

2. Reaffirms the right of access of landlocked
developing countries to and from the sea and freedom of
transit through the territory of transit States by all means of
transport, in accordance with international law;

3. Also reaffirms that transit developing countries, in
the exercise of their full sovereignty over their territory, have
the right to take all measures necessary to ensure that the rights
and facilities provided for landlocked developing cou:¥iries in
no way infringe upon their legitimate interests;

4. Calls upon landlocked developing countries and
their transit neighbours to implement measures to strengthen
further their cooperative and collaborative efforts, including
bilateral cooperation, in dealing with transit issues, inter alia,
by improving the transit transport infrastructure facilities and
bilateral and subregional agreements to govern transit transport
operations, developing joint ventures in the area of transit
transport and strengthening institutions and human resources
dealing with transit transport, and, in this respect, notes that
South-South cooperation also plays an important role in this
field;

5. Appeals once again to all States, international
organizations and financial institutions to implement, as a
matter of urgency and priority, the specific actions related to
the particular needs and problems of landlocked developing
countries agreed upon in the resolutions and declarations
adopted by the General Assembly and the outcomes of recent
major United Nations conferences relevant to landlocked
developing countries, as well as in the Global Framework for
Transit Transport Cooperation between Landlocked and
Transit Developing Countries and the Donor Community;'?

6. Takes note of the agreed conclusions and
recommendations and proposals for future action adopted at
the third Meeting of Governmental Experts from Landlocked
and Transit Developing Countries and Representatives of
Donor Countries and Financial and Development
Institutions;'®

7. Welcomes the Ulaanbaatar Memorandum of
Understanding adopted at the first North-Fast Asia
Subregional Consultative Meeting of Landlocked and Transit
Countries on transit transport cooperation;

16 A/52/329, annex.
" TD/B/42(1)/11-TD/B/LDC/AC.1/7, annex [,
'8 See TD/B/44/7-TD/B/LDC/AC.1/11.
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8.  Also welcomes the continuing efforts being made
by the Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development, in collaboration with donor countries
and institutions, in particular the United Nations Development
Programme, the regional commissions and relevant
subregional institutions, to organize specific consultative
groups, as appropriate, when requested by the landlocked and
transit developing countries concerned, to identify priority
areas for action at the national and subregional levels and draw
up action programmes;

9.  Emphasizes that assistance for the improvement of
transit transport facilities and services should be integrated into
the overall economic development strategies of the landlocked
and transit developing countries and that donor assistance
should consequently take into account the requirements for the
long-term restructuring of the economies of the landlocked
developing countries;

10. Invites domor couniries, the United Nations
Development Programme and multilateral financial
institutions to provide landlocked and transit developing
countries with appropriate financial and technical assistance in
the form of grants or concessional loans for the construction,
maintenance and improvement of their transport, storage and
other transit-related facilities, including alternative routes and
improved communications, and to promote subregional,
regional and interregional projects and programmes;

11. Requests the Secretary-General of the United
Nations to convene in 1999, within the overall level of
resources for the biennium 1998-1999, another meeting of
governmental experts from landlocked and transit developing
countries and representatives of donor countries and financial
and development institutions, including relevant regional and
subregional economic organizations and commissions, to
review progress in the development of transit systems,
including sectoral aspects as well as transit transportation
costs, with a view to exploring the possibility of formulating
necessary action-oriented measures;

12. Requests the Secretary-General of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development to seek
voluntary contributions to ensure the participation of
representatives of landlocked and transit developing countries,
donor countries and financial and development institutions at
the meeting referred to in paragraph 11 above;

13. Notes with appreciation the contribution of the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development to
formulating international measures to deal with the special
problems of the landlocked developing countries, and urges
the Conference, inter alia, to keep under constant review the
evolution of transit transport infrastructure facilities,
institutions and services, monitor the impiementation of
agreed measures, including by means of a case study as
necessary, collaborate in all relevant initiatives, including
those of the private sector and non-governmental
organizations, and serve as a focal point for cross-regional
issues of landlocked developing countries;

14. Invites the Secretary-General of the United Nations,
in consultation with the Secretary-General of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development, to take
appropriate measures for the effective implementation of the
activities called for in the present resolution, and to staff and
equip adequately, in accordance with the outcome of the ninth
session of the Conference, the Office of the Special
Coordinator for Least Developed, Landlocked and Island
Developing Countries of the Conference so as to allow it to
implement effectively its mandate to continue to support the
landlocked developing countries;

15. Requests the Secretary-General of the United
Nations, together with the Secretary-General of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development, to prepare a
report on the implementation of the present resolution and
submit it to the Trade and Development Board and to the
General Assembly at its fifty-fourth session.

77th plenary meeting
18 December 1997

52/184. Science and technology for development
The General Assembly,

Reaffirming the continuing validity of the Vienna
Programme of Action on Science and Technology for
Development,' adopted in 1979, its resolution 50/101 of 20
December 1995 and all other relevant United Nations
resolutions and decisions, as well as the outcomes of United
Nations major conferences concerning science and technology
for development,

Taking note of the Meeting of Experts on Science and
Technology of the Non-Aligned Countries held at Cartagena
de Indias, Colombia, in March 1997, in the field of biological
diversity,

Recognizing the importance for developing countries of
having access to science and technology so as to enhance their
productivity and competitiveness in the world market, and
stressing the need to promote, facilitate and finance, as
appropriate, access to and transfer of environmentally sound
technologies and the corresponding know-how, in particular to
the developing countries, on favourable terms, including
concessional and preferential terms, as mutually agreed, taking
into account the need to protect intelleciual property rights as
well as the special needs of developing countries,

Stressing, given the fact that much of the most advanced
environmentally sound technology is developed and held by
the private sector, that the creation of an enabling environment
on the part of both developed and developing countries,
including supportive economic and fiscal measures as well as
a practical system of environmental regulations and
compliance mechanisms, can help to stimulate private-sector
investment in and iransfer of environmentally sound

° Report of the United Nations Conference on Science and
Technology for Development, Vienna, 20-31 August 1979 (United
Nations publication, Sales No. E.79.1.21 and corrigenda), chap. VIl
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technologies to developing countries, as affirmed by the
General Assembly in paragraph 90 of the annex to its
resolution S-19/2 of 28 June 1997,

Stressing also that further efforts should be made by
Governments and international development institutions to
facilitate the transfer of privately owned technologies on
concessional terms, as mutually agreed, to developing
countries, especially least developed countries, as affirmed by
the General Assembly in paragraph 90 of the annex to its
resolution S-19/2,

Expressing concern over the risk of marginalization of
many developing countries, in particular the least developed
and the African countries, in the process of globalization,
which has resulted in increased benefits from advances in
science and technology,

Recognizing the importance of the efforts of developing
countries in the field of science and technology for
development,

Noting the proposal by the Director-General of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization to convene a world science conference in 1999,

Recognizing that information technologies are important
requisites for planning, development and decision-making in
science and technology, and recognizing also their far-reaching
implications for society,

Reaffirming that the United Nations should play an
important role in the promotion of cooperation in science and
technology, as one of its priorities, and in the enhancement of
support and assistance to developing countries in their efforts
to achieve sustainable development, and emphasizing the need
to enhance the capability of the relevant United Nations
organizations, including the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development, to address relevant issues in the field
of science and technology,

Noting the work being undertaken by the Commission
on Science and Technology for Development on its work
programme for member States, especially the developing
countries, and reaffirming its unique role as a global forum for
examining science and technology questions, improving the
understanding of science and technology policies and
formulating recommendations and guidelines on science and
technology matters within the United Nations system, all in
relation to development, without prejudice to the Economic
and Social Council review of its subsidiary bodies, as initiated
under General Assembly resolution 50/227 of 24 May 1996,
bearing in mind other relevant Assembly resolutions,

Recognizing the need for adequate resources to be
devoted to fostering science and technology for development,

Recognizing also the need for Governments and regional
and international bodies to take measures to ensure women
better access to and participation in scientific and

technological areas, especially where they are not represented
or are underrepresented,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General
entitled "Macroeconomic policy questions: science and
technology for development",?

1. Reaffirms Economic and Social Council decision
1997/306 of 25 July 1997, in which the Council approved the
provisional agenda for the fourth session of the Commission
on Science and Technology for Development on the basis of
the report of the Commission on its third session;?'

2. Recognizes the ongoing work of the Commission
on Science and Technology for Development, emphasizes the
importance of the activities that are to be pursued within the
framework of the Commission, including a broad spectrum of
new global challenges in science and technology, encourages
support to those undertakings and, in that regard, reaffirms that
the substantive theme for the inter-sessional period 1997-1999
of the Commission will be "Science and technology
partnerships and networking for national capacity-building";

3. Reaffirms that capacity-building in science and
technology in developing countries should remain a priority
issue on the United Nations agenda, and urges that
international cooperation efforts be intensified and
strengthened towards endogenous capacity-building of
developing countries in science and technology, including their
capacity to utilize scientific and technological developments
from abroad as well as to modify and adapt them to suit local
conditions;

4.  Also recognizes the role of Governments in science
and technology for development, in particular in providing
appropriate regulatory frameworks and incentives for the
development of science and technology capabilities;

5. Further recognizes the role of the private sector in
science and technology for development, in particular in the
transfer and development of science and technology
capabilities;

6.  Stresses the need to strengthen the important role of
the United Nations in the field of science and technology as a
cross-cutting concern within the work of the United Nations,
particularly through effective policy guidance and better
coordination, including international cooperation in
technology assessment, monitoring and forecasting, as well as
in the area of information and communication technologies,
and in providing an environment conducive to the
development of new environmentally sound technologies, and
calls upon the organizations, funds and programmes of the
United Nations to continue to work in a coordinated and
expeditious manner to develop a catalogue of proved
technologies to enable effective technology choice, by
developing couniries, of state-of-the-art technologies;

20 A/52/320.

¥ Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1997,
Supplement No. 11 {E/1997/31).
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7.  Reaffirms the need to fulfil the commitments on. the
provision of financial resources and transfer of technology
contained in chapter 34 of Agenda 21,? the outcome of the
nineteenth special session of the General Assembly and the
Agenda for Development;?

8. Also reaffirms the need for adequate financial
resources on a continuous and assured basis to foster science
and technology for development, in particular to promote
endogenous capacity-building in developing countries in
accordance with their priorities; ’

9. Stresses that the current forms of cooperation
involving the public and private sectors of developing and
developed countries should be built upon and expanded, and,
in that context, also stresses the importance of identifying
barriers and restrictions to the transfer of publicly and
privately owned technologies, as affirmed by the General
Assembly in paragraph 88 of the annex to its resolution S-19/2
as well as other relevant General Assembly resolutions and
decisions, with a view to reducing such constraints while
creating specific incentives, fiscal and otherwise, for the
transfer of such technologies;

10. Recognizes the importance of cooperation among
developing countries in the field of science and technology,
building on their complementarities, and the need for further
advancing such cooperation through the establishment or
strengthening of national technology and information centres
in developing countries and networking on subregional,
regional, interregional and global levels to promote technology
research, training and dissemination as well as joint projects in
developing countries, and urges the organizations and bodies
of the United Nations system and other relevant international,
regional and subregional organizations and programmes to
provide continued and enhanced support through technical
assistance and financing for such efforts;

11. Reiterates the affirmation of the General Assembly,
as set forth in paragraph 93 of the annex to its resolution
S-19/2, that the creation of centres for the transfer of
. technology at various levels, including the regional level,
could greatly contribute to achieving the objective of transfer
of environmentally sound technologies to developing countries
and that, for that purpose, existing United Nations bodies and
mechanisms, including, as appropriate, mechanisms for
technical and environmental cooperation among developing
countries, the Centre for Science and Technology for
Development, the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development, the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization, the United Nations Environment Programme
and the regional commissions, should cooperate;

2 Report of the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development, Rio de Janeiro, 3-14 June 1992 (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.93.1.8 and corrigenda), vol. I: Resolutions
adopied by the Conference, resolution 1, annex II.

2 Resolution 51/240, annex.

12. Invites the relevant bodies of the United Nations
system to assess their capability to provide assistance and
promote cooperation in the area of information and
communication technologies, and to suggest areas in which
they are best able to assist interested countries, in particular the
developing countries, in the design and implementation of
national strategies on such technologies;

13. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly at its fifty-fourth session a report on the
progress made in the implementation of the present resolution.

77th plenary meetin
18 December 199
52/185. Enhancing international cooperation towards a
durable solution to the external debt problem of
developing countries
The General Assembly,

Recaliing its resolutions 48/165 of 21 December 1993
and 50/92 of 20 December 1995, the relevant provisions of the
report of the Ad Hoc Commiittee of the Whole of the General
Assembly for the Mid-term Review of the Implementation of
the United Nations New Agenda for the Development of
Africa in the 1990s,* and the Agenda for Development? as
well as the results, as agreed, of all major United Nations
conferences and summit meetings held since the beginning of
the 1990s,

Recalling also its resolution 51/164 of 16 December
1996 on enhancing international cooperation towards a durable
solution to the external debt problem of developing countries,

Reaffirming the urgent need for effective, equitable,
development-oriented and durable solutions to the external
debt and debt-servicing problems of developing countries and
to help them to exit from the rescheduling process,

Noting that developing countries have undertaken
stabilization and structural adjustment programmes that benefit
those countries but also involve social costs,

Emphasizing the importance for debtor countries of
continuing to pursue and intensify their efforts with respect to
economic reform and stabilization and structural adjustment
programmes to raise domestic savings and investments, take
full advantage of market access opportunities where available,
reduce inflation and improve economic efficiency, taking into
account the need to address the social aspects of development,
including the eradication of poverty as well as the
vulnerability of the poorer strata of their populations,

Noting the improvement in the debt situation of a number
of developing countries since the second half of the 1980s and
the coatribution that the evolving debt strategy has made to
this improvement, noting with appreciation the debt-relief

2 Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifiy-first Session,
Supplement No. 48 (A/51/48).

25 Resolution 51/240, annex.
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measures taken by creditor countries both within the
framework of the Paris Club and through their cancellation
and equivalent relief of bilateral official debt, and welcoming
the even more favourable debt-relief measures taken by
the Paris Club on the basis of the Naples terms of December
1994,

Welcoming the admission of the Russian Federation to
the Paris Club,

Stressing the need for a full, swift implementation of
those initiatives, which will further assist developing countries,
in particular the poorest and heavily indebted countries,
especially in Africa, in their efforts to improve their debt
situation in view of their continued very high level of total
debt stock and servicing burdens,

Noting with concern the continuing debt and debt-
servicing probiems of indebted developing countries as
constituting an element adversely affecting their development
efforts and economic growth, and stressing the importance of
alleviating the onerous debt and debt-service burdens
connected with the various types of debt of many developing
countries, on the basis of an effective, equitable, development-
oriented and durable approach and, where appropriate,
addressing the full stock of debt of the poorest and most
indebted developing countries as a matter of priority,

Noting that the developing countries that have continued,
at preat cost to themselves, to meet their international
debt and debt-service obligations in a timely fashion have
done so despite serious external and domestic financial
constraints,

Expressing concern that despite the debt-relief measures
taken so far, those measures have not yet fully provided
effective, equitable, development-oriented and durable
solutions to the outstanding debt and debt-servicing problems
of a large number of developing countries, in particular the
poorest and heavily indebted countries, which continue to face
serious debt problems,

Noting the situation in some creditor countries with
economies in transition in addressing the external debt and
debt-servicing problems of developing countries,

Stressing the need for continuing global economic
growth and the necessity for a continuing supportive
international economic environment with regard to, inter alia,
terms of trade, commodity prices, improved market access,
trade practices, access to technology, exchange rates and
international interest rates, and noting the continued need for
resources for the sustained economic growth and sustainable
development of the developing countries, in accordance with
the relevant General Assembly resolutions and recent United
Nations conferences,

Stressing also the importance of finding durable solutions
to the non-Paris Club bilateral debt, which has become a
serious challenge to many developing countries,

1. Takes note of the repdrt of the Secretary-General on
the debt situation of the developing countries as at mid-1997;%

2. Recognizes that effective, equitable, development-
oriented and durable solutions to the external debt and debt-
servicing problems of developing countries can contribute
substantially to the strengthening of the global economy and
to the efforts of developing countries to achieve sustained
economic growth and sustainable development, in accordance
with the relevant General Assembly resolutions and recent
United Nations conferences;

3. Notes that further progress, including swift
implementation of innovative approaches and concrete
measures, is essential for contributing to effective, equitable,
development-oriented and durable solutions to the external
debt and debt-servicing problems of developing countries,
particularly the poorest and heavily indebted countries;

4. Also notes, while recognizing the benefits of
liberalization of international capital flows, the potential
adverse impact of the volatility of short-term capital flows and
exchange rates on interest rates and the debt situation of
developing countries, and stresses the need for coherence in
implementing policies in order to mitigate the impact of such
volatility;

5. Stresses the importance for developing countries of
continuing their efforts to promote a favourable environment
for attracting foreign investment, thereby promoting economic
growth and sustainable development so as to favour their exit
from debt and debt-servicing problems, and also stresses the
need for the international community to promote a conducive
external economic environment through, inter alia, improved
market access, stabilization of exchange rates, effective
stewardship of international interest rates, increased resource
flows, access to international financial markets, the flow of
financial resources and improved access to technology for the
developing countries;

6.  Also stresses that the evolving debt strategy must be
accompanied by a favourable and supportive international
economic environment, including the full implementation of
the results of the Uruguay Round of multilateral trade
negotiations, and the Marrakesh ministerial decisions in favour
of the least developed countries and the net food-importing
developing countries;*’

7. Further stresses the need for existing facilities to
provide debt-relief measures through various debt conversion
programmes, where possible, such as debt-equity swaps, debt-
for-nature swaps, debt-for-child-development swaps and other
debt-for-development swaps, to be widely implemented so that
the countries concerned may be assisted in their development
efforts, as well as to support measures in favour of the most
vulnerable segments of the societies of those countries and to
develop techniques of debt conversion applied to social

% A/52/290.

7 See Legal Instruments Embodying the Results of the Uruguay
Round of Multilateral Trade Negotiations, done at Marrakesh on 15
April 1994 (GATT secretariat publication, Sales No. GATT/1994-7).
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development programmes and projects, in conformity with the
priorities of the World Summit for Social Development, held
at Copenhagen in March 1995;*

8.  Welcomes the steps already taken to implement the
Heavily Indebted Poor Countries Debt Initiative and in this
regard calls for its timely finalization and implementation so
as to enable eligible countries to benefit from the Initiative;

9. Recognizes that the implementation of the Initiative
requires additional financial resources from both bilateral and
nultilateral creditors without affecting the support required for
development activities of developing countries and in this
regard expresses its appreciation for contributions made by
some bilateral donors to the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries
Trust Fund of the World Bank and the Enhanced Structural
Adjustment Facility/Heavily Indebted Poor Countries Trust
Fund of the International Monetary Fund, and urges other
bilateral donors and invites other international financial
institutions that have not yet finalized mechanisms for
participation in the Initiative to do so as soon as possibie;

10. Stresses the importance of implementing the
Initiative's eligibility criteria flexibly, in a transparent manner,
and with the full involvement of the debtor country, and also
stresses the importance of continuously evaluating and actively
moniforing the implications of the existing terms of the
cligibility criteria in the implementation of the Initiative, so as
to ensure sufficient coverage of heavily indebted poor
countries; '

11. Underlines the importance of the transparency and
involvement of debtor countries in any review and analysis
that is conducted during the adjustment period;

12. Welcomes the implementation since 1994 by the
Paris Club of the Naples terms as well as the decision to go
beyond the Naples terms to provide debt reduction for eligible
countries, in particular the poorest and most heavily indebted
countries, and invites all other bilateral, multilateral and
commercial creditors to make an appropriate and consistent
contribution to the common objective of debt sustainability;

13. Invites creditor countries, private banks and
multilateral financial institutions, within their prerogatives, to
continue the initiatives and efforts to address the commercial
debt problems of the least developed countries and the requests
for continued mobilization of resources through the Debt-
reduction Facility of the International Development
Association in order to help eligible least developed countries
reduce their commercial debt;

14. Recognizes the efforts of indebted developing
countries in regard to fulfilling their commitments on debt
servicing despite the high social cost incurred and, in this
regard, encourages private creditors and, in particular,
commercial banks to continue their initiatives and efforts to

¥ Sec Report of the World Summit for Social Development,
Copenhagen, 6-12 March 1995 (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.96.1V.8).

address the commercial debt problems of middle-income
developing countries;

15. Stresses the urgent need to continue to provide
social safety nets to vulnerable groups most adversely affected
by the implementation of economic reform programmes in
debtor countries, in particular low-income groups;

16. Notes with concern the continuing burden of debt
and debt-service obligations of middle-income developing
countries, including in particular those in Africa, and
encourages creditors, including multilateral financial
institutions and commercial banks, to continue to support those
countries in addressing these obligations effectively;

17. Expresses strong support for the continuation of
Enhanced Structural Adjustment Facility operations, and
stresses the need to find consensus regarding its funding
modalities in the interim period 2001-2004, and in this regard
invites the Executive Board of the International Monetary
Fund to consider concrete measures in order to generate funds
that can be used for this purpose;

18. Stresses the need for further efforts of all donors to
secure adequate funding for the eleventh replenishment of the
International Development Association in accordance with the
agreed timetable and the need to start negotiations, at an
appropriate time, for an adequate twelfth replenishment of the
Association to a level commensurate with the needs of the
poorest countries;

19. Reaffirms the Mid-term Global Review of Progress
towards the Implementation of the Programme of Action for
the Least Developed Countries for the 1990s,% in particular the
appropriate actions in favour of those countries concerning
their official bilateral commercial and multilateral debt;

20. Stresses the need for new financial flows to debtor
developing countries from all sources, in addition to debt-
relief measures that include debt and debt-service reduction,
and urges creditor countries and multilateral financial
institutions to continue to extend concessional financial
assistance, particularly to the least developed countries, in
order to support the implementation of economic reforms and
stabilization and structural adjustment programmes by the
developing countries that will enable them to extricate
themselves from the debt overhang and attract new investment
and to assist them in achieving sustained economic growth and
sustainable development, in accordance with the relevant
General Assembly resolutions and recent United Nations
conferences, and the eradication of poverty;

21. Calis upon the international community, including
the United Nations system, and invites the Bretton Woods
institutions, as well as the private sector, to take appropriate
measures and action for the implementation of the
commitments, agreements and decisions of the major United
Nations conferences and summits organized since the

» Resolution 50/103, annex.
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beginning of the 1990s on development related to the question
of external debt;

22. Reguests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its fifty-third session on the
implementation of the present resolution.

77th plenary meeting
18 December 1997

52/186. Renewal of the dialogue on strengthening
international economic cooperation for

development through partnership
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 48/165 of 21 December 1993,
49/95 of 19 December 1994, 50/122 of 20 December 1995
and 51/174 of 16 December 1996,

Noting the adoption of the Agenda for Development®®
and the relevant provisions on its follow-up and
implementation, and the need to give impetus to international
economic cooperation for development so as to effectively
follow up on the Agenda,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General '

entitled "Sustainable development and international economic
cooperation: renewal of the dialogue on strengthening
international economic cooperation for development through
partnership"

1. Reaffirms the continued need to strengthen
constructive dialogue and genuine partnership in order to
promote further international economic cooperation for
development;

2. Also reaffirms that such a dialogue should be
conducted in response to the imperatives of mutual interests
and benefits, genuine interdependence, shared responsibility
and the partnership for achieving sustained economic growth
and sustainable development, in accordance with the relevant
General Assembly resolutions and recent United Nations
conferences, as well as for improving the international
economic environment that is conducive to such development,
and that the United Nations system should reinforce its
activities in order to facilitate such a dialogue;

3. Requests the President of the General Assembly to
begin consultations with Member States so as to arrive at an
early decision on the modalities, focus of the discussion and
date of the two-day high-level dialogue on the theme of the
social and economic impact of globalization and
interdependence and their policy implications, to be held at an
appropriate time conducive to maintaining the entity and
character of the two-day high-level dialogue;

4.  Invites Governments to contribute their views to the
high-level dialogue, including its preparation, and encourages
them to participate in the dialogue;

3 See resolution 51/240.
31 A/52/425,

5. Requests the Secretary-General, in close
cooperation with Governments, all relevant parts of the United
Nations system, relevant intergovernmental organizations and
other development actors, to initiate preparations for such a
dialogue;

6. Recognizes the need to work out modalities and
themes for future high-level dialogues, building on the
experience of the high-level dialogue and, in this context,
invites Member States to provide inputs to this process;

7. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session, under the appropriate item, the sub-item
entitled "Renewal of the dialogue on strengthening
international economic cooperation for development through
partnership”.

77th plenary meeting
18 December 1997
52/187. Implementation of the Programme of Action for
the Least Developed Countries for the 1990s
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 45/206 of 21 December 1990, in
which it endorsed the Programme of Action for the Least
Developed Countries for the 1990s,*? and its resolution 48/171
of 21 December 1993, in which it decided to convene a high-
level intergovernmental meeting to conduct a mid-term global
review,

Recalling also its resolution 50/103 of 20 December
1995, in which it recalled that at the end of the decade, a
global review and appraisal of the implementation of the
Programme of Action would be carried out, in accordance with
paragraph 140 of the Programme of Action and paragraph
7 {c) of its resolution 45/2086,

Taking note of The Least Developed Countries, 1997
Report, prepared by the United Nations Conference on Trade
and Development,> and the report of the Secretary-General on
implementation of the Programme of Action,* which
highlights the main developmental difficulties the least
developed countries continue to face,

Recognizing that the significant policy reform efforts
undertaken by the least developed countries, which in many
cases have been wide-ranging and difficult to implement,
should be pursued further and that structural adjustment poses
real challenges and resource issues for those countries, and, in
this context, encouraging the international community to
support these further reform efforts by the least developed
countries, including helping to minimize any social cost of
adjustments,

32 See Report of the Second United Nations Conference on the Least
Developed Countries, Paris, 3-14 September 1990 (A/CONF.147/18),
part one.

% United Nations publication, Sales No. E.97.1L.D.6.
¥ A/52/279,
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Noting with concern the reduced flow of development
resources to the least developed countries, the resulting need
to accord them priority in the allocation of concessional
resources and their continued marginalization in world trade,
as well as the fact that many least developed countries face
serious debt problems and more than half are considered debt-
distressed,

Taking note of the outcome of the Trade and
Development Board at its forty-fourth session on the item
relating to the annual review of progress in the implementation
of the Programme of Action,* including its agreed conclusions
and its recommendation to the General Assembly to consider
at its fifty-second session the convening of a third United
Nations conference on the least developed countries, ifs
preparatory process, and the designation of the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development as the focal point for
the preparation of the conference,

1. Decides:

{(a) To convene the Third United Nations Conference
on the Least Developed Countries at a high level in the year
2001. The mandate of the Conference will be the following;

(i) To assess the results of the Programme of Action during
the 1990s at the country level;

(ii) To review the implementation of international support
measures, particularly in the areas of official
development assistance, debt, investment and trade;

(iii) To consider the formulation and adoption of appropriate
national and international policies and measures for
sustainable development of the least developed countries
and their progressive integration into the world economy;

() To convene an intergovernmental preparatory
committee in due time to prepare for the Conference. That
meeting would be preceded by three expert-level preparatory
meetings, two in Africa, one of which would include the
Americas, and one in Asia and the Pacific. These preparatory
activities should be carried out within the budget level
" proposed by the Secretary-General for the biennium 1998-
1999,

2. Also decides that the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development will be the focal point for the
preparation of the Conference;

3. Reguests the Secretary-General of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development to include in
future issues of the annual report on the least developed
countries substantive contributions to the Conference and its
preparatory process;

4.  Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the sub-item entitled "Implementation of the

35 See A/52/15 (Part II), sect. ILC. For the final text, see Official
Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-second Session, Supplement
No. 15.

Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for
the 1990s" and to consider, inter alia, the date, duration and
venue of the Conference, its preparatory process and the
funding for participation of representatives from each least
developed country, both at the preparatory committee meeting
and at the Conference itself, from extrabudgetary resources;

5. Reguests the Secretary-General to submit to it at its
fifty-third session a report on issues relevant to this item.

77th plenary meetin
18 December 1 99%

52/188. Population and development

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 49/128 of 19 December 1994,
50/124 of 20 December 1995 and 51/176 of 16 December
1996 on the implementation of the Programme of Action of
the International Conference on Population and
Development,

Taking note of Economic and Social Council resolution
1997/42 of 22 July 1997, in which the Council recommended
that the General Assembly, at its fifty-second session, decide
on the process and modalities, including the possibility of
convening a special session of the Assembly in 1999, for
reviewing and appraising the implementation of the
Programme of Action of the International Conference on
Population and Development,

Stressing the need to pursue further the implementation
of the Programme of Action and for Governments to recommit
themselves at the highest political level to achieving its goals
and objectives,

Recognizing the important contributions made by actors
of civil society, particularly non-governmental organizations,
to the Conference, its follow-up and the implementation of its
Programme of Action,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General
concerning the process and modalities for the review and
appraisal of the implementation of the Programme of Action
of the International Conference on Population and
Development;*’

2. Decides to convene a special session for a duration
of three days from 30 June to 2 July 1999, at the highest
possible level of participation, in order to review and appraise
the implementation of the Programme of Action of the
International Conference on Population and Development;

3. Reaffirms that the special session for the overall
review and appraisal of the implementation of the Programme
of Action will be undertaken on the basis of and with full

% Report of the International Conference on Population and
Development, Cairo, 5-13 September 1994 (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.95.XII1.18), chap. I, resolution I, annex.

7 A/52/208/Add.1.
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respect for the Programme of Action, and that there will be no
renegotiation of the existing agreements contained therein;

4. Welcomes the operational review of the
implementation of the Programme of Action to be undertaken
under the auspices of the United Nations Population Fund, in
cooperation with all relevant organizations of the United
Nations system and other relevant international organizations,
and notes that the report and outcome of the international
forum in 1999 will be submitted to the Commission on
Population and Development at its thirty-second session and
to the Executive Board of the United Nations Development
Programme/United Nations Population Fund,

5.  Decides that the Commission on Population and
Development, which is currently scheduled to consider at its
thirty-second session a comprehensive report of the Secretary-
General on the outcome of the quinquennial review and
appraisal of the implementation of the Programme of Action,
should serve as the preparatory body for the final preparations
for the special session for the overall review and appraisal of
the implementation of the Programme of Action, reporting
through the Economic and Social Council, and in that regard
notes that the comprehensive report of the Secretary-General
should also contain an overall assessment of the progress
achieved and constraints faced in the implementation of the
Programme of Action, as well as recommendations for future
action;

6. Encourages Governments to undertake reviews of
the progress achieved and the constraints faced therein in the
implementation of the Programme of Action at all levels,
particularly at the national level and at the level of
international cooperation, with a view to contributing to the
preparations for the special session;

7. Invites Governments of developed and developing
countries to provide information in order to establish a useful
factual basis for the review of the mobilization of resources
made available - bilateral, multilateral and domestic - for
population and development activities with a view to
strengthening the implementation of the Programme of Action;

8. Decides that the thirty-second session of the
Commission on Population and Development shall be open-
ended to allow the full participation of all States;

9.  Invites all other relevant organizations and bodies
of the United Nations system to contribute as appropriate to
the special session as well as to its preparation;

10. Decides to invite States members of the specialized
agencies that are not members of the United Nations to
participate in the work of the special session in the capacity of
observers;

11. Stresses the need for the effective participation of
actors of civil society, particularly non-governmental
organizations, in preparation for the special session, as well as
the need to ensure appropriate arrangements, taking into

account the practice and experience gained at the International
Conference on Population and Development, for their
substantive contributions to and active involvement in the
preparatory meetings and the special session, and in that
context invites the President of the General Assembly, in
consultation with Member States, to propose to Member States
appropriate modalities for their effective involvement in the
special session;

12. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly at its fifty-third session a progress report on
the preparations for the special session;

13. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session a sub-item entitled "Implementation of the
Programme of Action of the International Conference on
Population and Development".

77th plenary meeting
18 December 1997
52/189. International migration and development
The General Assembly,

Recalling the Programme of Action of the International
Conference on Population and Development adopted at Cairo,
in particular chapter X on international migration,” and the
relevant provisions contained in the Copenhagen Declaration
on Social Development™ and the Programme of Action of the
World Summit for Social Development®® and in the Platform
for Action*' adopted by the Fourth World Conference on
Women,

Reaffirming the continuing validity of the principles set
forth in the instruments regarding the international protection
of human rights, in particular the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights,? the International Convention on the
Elimination of Ail Forms of Racial Discrimination,® the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women* and the Convention on the Rights of the
Child,*

3¢ Report of the International Conference on Population and
Development, Cairo, 5-13 September 1994 (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.95.XIII.18), chap. I, resolution 1, annex.

% Report of the World Summit for Social Development, Copenhagen,
6-12 March 1995 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.96.1V.8),
chap. I, resolution 1, annex L.

40 1bid., annex II.

*1 Report of the Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing,
4-15 September 1995 (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.96.IV.13), chap. I, resolution 1, annex II.

2 Resolution 217 A (11D).

* Resolution 2106 A (XX), annex.
 Resolution 34/180, annex.

4 Resolution 44/25, annex.
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Aware that, in spite of the existence of an already
established body of principles, there is a need to make further
efforts to ensure the human rights and dignity of all migrants
and their families and that it is desirable to improve the
situation of all documented migrants and their families,

Recailing its resolutions 49/127 of 19 December 1994
and 50/123 of 20 December 1995 on international migration
and development, as well as Economic and Social Council
decision 1995/313 of 27 July 1995,

Recalling also that the Economic and Social Council, in
the context of its role under the Charter of the United Nations
‘vis-a-vis the General Assembly and in accordance with
Assembly resolutions 45/264 of 13 May 1991, 46/235 of 13
April 1992, 48/162 of 20 December 1994 and 50/227 of 24
May 1996, should assist the Assembly in promoting an
integrated approach to the implementation of the Programme
of Action in providing system-wide coordination and guidance
in monitoring the implementation,

Recalling further that the General Assembly and the
Economic and Social Council should carry out their respective
responsibilities, as entrusted to them in the Charter, in the
formulation of policies and the provision of guidance to and
coordination of United Nations activities in the field of
population and development,

Recognizing the importance from an analytical and
operational point of view of identifying the existing linkages
among the social, economic, political and cultural factors
related to international migration and development and of
taking appropriate steps to intensify the analysis of issues
involved,

Noting in particular the need for more migration data, a
coherent theory to explain international migration and a better
understanding of the complex interrelationships between
migration and development,*

Noting the role of relevant United Nations organizations
in delivering adequate support to developing countries to
ensure that migration contributes to development,

Noting also the critical role of the existing forums within
the United Nations system in addressing the issues of
international migration and development, including through
the Commission on Population and Development,’ the
Commission on Human Rights,”” the Committee for
Development Planning,*” the International Labour
Organization, and other relevant key organizations,

Taking note of the recent regional and subregional
conferences on international migration as an example of a

6 See E/CN.9/1997/2, para. 11.

7 Recognizing, without prejudice, the Economic and Social Council
review of its subsidiary bodies, as initiated under General Assembly
resolution 50/227, bearing in mind other relevant Assembly
resolutions.

Government-driven process of consultation and cooperation to
address particular problems associated with international
migration,

Noting that a technical symposium on international
migration and development will be convened in 1998 by the
Administrative Committee on Coordination at the request of
the Commission on Population and Development,* pursuant
to resolution 50/123,

Recalling its resolution 51/148 of 13 December 1996 on
cooperation between the United Nations and the International
Organization for Migration, in particular its request therein to
the Secretary-General, in consultation with the Director-
General of the International Organization for Migration, to
foster systematic consultations on matters of common interest,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General;*®

2. Urges Member States and the United Nations
system to strengthen international cooperation in the area of
international migration and development in order to address
the root causes of migration, especially those related to
poverty, and to maximize the benefits of international
migration to those concerned;

3. Encourages, where relevant, interregional, regional
and subregional mechanisms to continue to address the
question of migration and development;

4.  Calis upon the international community to seek to
make the option of remaining in one's country viable for all
people; to that end, efforts to achieve sustainable economic
and social development, ensuring a better economic balance
between developed and developing countries, should be
strengthened;

5. Calls upon all relevant organs, organizations and
programmes of the United Nations system and other
intergovernmental, regional and subregional organizations,
within their continuing mandated activities, to address the
issue of international migration and development and to
provide appropriate support for interregional, regional and
subregional processes and activities on international migration
and development;

6. Reguests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly at its fifty-fourth session a report on
international migration and development, taking into account:

(@) The views of Member States, the International
Organization for Migration, the International Labour
Organization and other relevant organizations, both within and
outside the United Nations system, bearing in mind various
regional processes, and recommending ways and means to
address the problems related to migration and development,
including the possibility of convening an international
conference on international migration and development;

* A/52/314.
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(b) The report of the technical symposium on inter-
national migration and development which will be convened
in 1998;

(c) The report of the Committee for Development
Planning® on its examination of the issue of migration and
development;

(d) The work of the Administrative Committee on
Coordination which addresses the issue of international
migration and development from cross-sectoral, interregional,
regional and subregional points of view;

7. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-fourth session a sub-item entitled "International migration
and development, including the question of the convening of
a United Nations conference on international migration and
development to address migration issues".

77th plenary meeting
18 December 1997
52/190. Implementation of the outcome of the United
Nations Conference on Human Settlements
(Habitat II)
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 51/177 of 16 December 1996, in
which it endorsed the Istanbul Declaration on Human
Settlements® and the Habitat Agenda,® adopted by the United
Nations Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II) at
Istanbul, on 14 June 1996,

Cognizant of the importance of maintaining the
momentum already generated at the national, regional and
international levels for the implementation of measures
designed to address the economic, social and environmental
consequences of rapid urbanization,

Stressing the need to improve conditions of shelter,
access to safe drinking water, adequate sanitation and basic
social services in both rural and urban areas,

Recalling paragraph 218 of the Habitat Agenda, in which
the Conference requested the General Assembly to consider
holding a special session in the year 2001 for an overall review
and appraisal of the implementation of the outcome of Habitat
II, and paragraph 15 of resolution 51/177, in which the
Assembly reaffirmed that a decision on the matter should be
taken at its fifty-second session,

Noting the delay in the submission of the report of the
Secretary-General on the final comprehensive and in-depth
assessment of the United Nations Centre for Human
Settlements (Habitat) with a view to its revitalization, as called
for in paragraph 19 of resolution 51/177, and stressing that that
has constrained consideration by the Assembly of those issues,

4 A/CONF.165/14, chap. ], resolution 1, annex I.

30 Ibid., annex IL

Recalling its resolution 51/225 of 3 April 1997, and
noting with concern the report of the Office of Internal
Oversight Services,® in which serious concem is expressed
about the financial irregularities in the Centre, and recognizing
that the serious management and financial situation at the
Centre should be addressed as a matter of urgency,

1. Takes note of the reports of the Commission on
Human Settlements on its sixteenth session® and on the
implementation of the Global Strategy for Shelter to the Year
2000,® and the report of the Secretary-General on the
implementation of the outcome of the United Nations
Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II);**

2. Requests the Secretary-General to address urgently
the serious management and financial situation at the United
Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) to meet its
responsibilities in the implementation of the Habitat Agenda,*
in accordance with Commission on Human Settlements
resolution 16/8;*

3. Urges the Executive Director of the United Nations
Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) to take further action
towards the reform of the administrative and financial
management of the Centre pursuant to the recommendations of
the Office of Internal Oversight Services,” as well as the
relevant reports of the United Nations Board of Auditors and
Commission on Human Settlements resolutions 16/8 and
16/19,% and decisions 16/28 and 16/29;%

4.  Requests the Secretary-General to submit to it at its
fifty-third session the comprehensive and in-depth assessment
of the Cenire with a view to its revitalization called for in
paragraph 19 of resolution 51/177, taking into account
Commission resolution 16/8 and other relevant resolutions
adopted by the Commission at its sixteenth session;

5.  Urges all Governments and other actors concerned
with human settlements and urban management issues, such as
local authorities, relevant intergovernmental organizations and
non-governmental organizations, parliamentarians, the private
sector, trade unions, academicians and other community
groups, to implement fully and effectively the Habitat Agenda;

6.  Invites Governments to consider, where appropriate,
including in their delegations to future sessions of the
Commission, in accordance with the specific conditions of
each country, representatives of local authorities and the
relevant actors of civil society, particularly the private sector,
non-governmental organizations and research organizations, in

51 A/52/339, annex.

%2 Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-second Session,
Supplement No. 8 (A/52/8).

% Ibid., Supplement No.8 (A/52/8/Add.1).
¢ A/52/181-E/1997/77.

5 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-second
Session, Supplement No. 8 (A/52/8), annex I, sect. A.2.

% Ibid, sect. B.
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the field of adequate shelter for all and sustainable human
settlements development;

1.  Affirms that, in a rapidly urbanizing world, the
pivotal role of local authorities in the implementation of the
Habitat Agenda should be recognized and enhanced;

8.  Requests all relevant organizations and bodies of
the United Nations system, including the regional
commissions, and invites the Bretton Woods institutions, to
support fully the effective implementation of the Habitat
Agenda, at all levels, and to enhance their cooperation for that
purpose, with a view to promoting an integrated, interrelated

-and coherent implementation of, and coordinated follow-up to,
the outcomes of United Nations conferences;

9.  Stresses that the full and effective implementation
of the Habitat Agenda, in particular in all developing countries,
especially those in Africa and the least developed countries,
will require the mobilization of additional financial resources
from various sources at the national and international levels
and more effective development cooperation in support of
national efforts in order to promote assistance for shelter and
human setflements activities;

10. Invites all Governments and the international
community to consider providing further support to the United
Nations Habitat and Human Settlements Foundation in its
activities, taking into account the need to continue to improve
its effectiveness;

11. [Invites the Commission on Human Settlements to
promote the use of a set of key indicators to be developed
further by the Centre and used by Governments, as
appropriate, for national and local monitoring and evaluation
of the implementation of the Habitat Agenda;

12. Decides to hold a special session of the General
Assembly in the year 2001 for an overall review and appraisal
of the implementation of the outcome of the United Nations
Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II), the
modalities of which will be decided on at its fifty-third
session;

13. Invites the Economic and Social Council to
consider devoting one high-level segment before the year 2001
to human seftlements and the implementation of the Habitat
Agenda;

14. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly at its fifty-third session a report on the
implementation of the present resolution;

15. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fifty-third session the sub-item entitled "Implementation of the
ouicome of the United Nations Conference on Human
Settlements (Habitat IT)".

77th plenary meeting
18 December 1997

52/191. Global Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 43/181 of 20 December 1988, in
which it adopted the Global Strategy for Shelter to the Year
2000 and designated the Commission on Human Settlements
as the United Nations intergovernmental body responsible for
coordinating, evaluating and monitoring the Strategy, and the
United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) as the
lead agency for the Strategy,

Noting that the conclusions of the mid-term review of the
Strategy, conducted by the United Nations Conference on
Human Settlements (Habitat II), were incorporated into the
Habitat Agenda,”

Having considered the fifth report of the Commission on
Human Settlements on the implementation of the Global
Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000,

Noting with satisfaction the support given to the
implementation of the Global Strategy by donor Governments,
international bodies and intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations,

1. Commends Governments that are already revising,
consolidating, formulating or implementing their national
shelter strategies based on the enabling principles of the
Global Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000, as elaborated in
the Habitat Agenda;”

2. Urges Governments, in connection with the
implementation of their national plans of action on human
settlements, to adopt or strengthen integrated national shelter
strategies based on the enabling approach and sustainable
development;

3. Also urges Governments to integrate fully the
environmental dimension in the formulation and
implementation of national shelter strategies, taking into
account the relevant components of Agenda 21;%

4, Recommends that Governments extend the
application of urban and housing indicators to cities and rural
settlements for monitoring the progress of their national shelter
strategy and the performance of the shelter sector, taking into
account local conditions and sensitivity to gender
considerations;

5. Urges the international community to sirengthen its
support for national efforts to formulate and implement
enabling shelter strategies in developing countries, as
recommended in Agenda 21;

57 A/ICONF.165/14, chap. 1, resolution 1, annex II.

58 Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-second Session,
Supplement No. 8 (A/52/8/Add.1).

% Report of the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development, Rio de Janeiro, 3-14 June 1992 (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.93.1.8 and corrigenda), vol. I: Resolutions
adopted by the Conference, resolution 1, annex IL
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6. Urges the organizations of the United Nations
system, particularly the United Nations Development
Programme, and other multilateral and bilateral agencies to
provide, on the basis of an approach consistent with the Global
Strategy, increased financial and other support to Governments
for achieving the objective of adequate shelter for all;

7.  Adopts the plan of action for the implementation of
the Global Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000 during the
biennium 1998-1999,%° and urges Governments, relevant
United Nations and private sector organizations, and
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations to
prepare and implement their specific plans of action;

8. Decides to subsume the sixth report of the
Commission on Human Settlements to the General Assembly
on the implementation of the Global Strategy for Shelter to the
Year 2000, as called for in Assembly resolution 43/181, under
the report of the Secretary-General to the Assembly on the
implementation of the Habitat Agenda, to be submitted
pursuant to Assembly resolution 51/177 of 16 December 1996,

77th plenary meeting
18 December 1997
52/192. Follow-up to the United Nations Conference on
Human Settlements (Habitat IT) and the future
role of the Commission on Human Settlements
The General Assembly,

Welcoming the outcome of the United Nations
Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II}, held at
Istanbul from 3 to 14 June 19965

Bearing in mind its resolutions 2718 (XXV) of 15
December 1970, 3001 (XXVII) of 15 December 1972 and
3327 (XXIX) of 16 December 1974, and in particular its
resolution 32/162 of 19 December 1977, by which it decided
that the Economic and Social Council should transform the
Committee on Housing, Building and Planning into the
Commission on Human Settlements,

Taking into account its resolutions 51/177 of 16
December 1996 on the impiementation of the outcome of the
United Nations Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II)
and 50/227 of 24 May 1996 on further measures for the
restructuring and revitalization of the United Nations in the
economic, social and related fields,

Recalling that, in its resolution 51/177, the General
Assembly reaffirmed that the Assembly and the Economic and
Sogial Council, in accordance with the relevant provisions of
the Charter of the United Nations and relevant resolutions,
including Assembly resolutions 48/162 of 20 December 1993
and 50/227, and together with the Commission on Human
Settlements, should constitute a three-tiered intergovernmental

8 Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-second Session,
Supplement No. 8 (A/52/8/Add.1), annex.

¢ See A/CONF.165/14,

mechanism to oversee the coordination of activities for the
implementation of the Habitat Agenda,*

Convinced that the follow-up to the United Nations
Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat II) will be
undertaken on the basis of an integrated approach to human
settlements development and within the framework of
coordinated follow-up to and implementation of the results of
the major international conferences in the economic, social and
related fields,

I
Framework for the functioning of the Commission

1.  Reaffirms that the Commission on Human
Settlements, as a standing committee of the Economic and
Social Council, should have a central role in monitoring,
within the United Nations system, the implementation of the
Habitat Agenda® and advising the Council thereon;

2. Calls upon all the relevant United Nations
organizations and specialized agencies to identify specific
actions that they will undertake, within their mandates,
towards the implementation of the Habitat Agenda, and invites
them to inform the Administrative Committee on Coordination
of their actions;

3. Calls upon the funds and programmes of the
United Nations system and the regional commissions,
consistent with their respective mandates, to support fully the
effective implementation of the Habitat Agenda, particularly
at the field level, as appropriate;

4,  Invites the Bretton Woods institutions to consider
how they might be actively involved in the implementation of
and follow-up to the United Nations Conference on Human
Settlements (Habitat IT), and to enhance their cooperation with
the United Nations system for that purpose;

5. Decides, in view of the importance of non-
governmental organizations, local authorities, the private
sector and research organizations in the promotion of human
settlements development, that such organizations should be
encouraged to participate in the work of the Commission, in
accordance with the relevant provisions of Economic and
Social Council resolution 1996/31 of 25 July 1996 on the
consultative relationship between the United Nations and non-
governmental organizations; '

B
Terms of reference

6. Reaffirms the existing mandate of the Commission
on Human Settlements as set out in resolution 32/162, while
stressing the normative and catalytic character of the mandate;

7.  Reaffirms in particular the responsibility of the
Commission to give overall policy guidance to and to

% Ibid., chap. 1, resolution 1, annex Ii.
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supervise the operations of the United Nations Centre for
Human Settlements (Habitat), including the United Nations
Habitat and Human Settlements Foundation;

8. Takes into account that the Commission should
fulfil its mandate in line with paragraphs 222 to 227 of the
Habitat Agenda and in harmony with recommendations made
by the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development, particularly chapter 7 of Agenda 21;%

9. Decides that the Commission, in fulfilling its
mandate, shall assist the Economic and Social Council in
monitoring, reviewing and assessing the progress made in the
implementation of the Habitat Agenda, inter alia, through the
analysis of relevant inputs from Governments, local authorities
and their associations, relevant non-governmental
organizations and the private sector;

10. Also decides that the Commission shall identify
issues on which system-wide coordination needs to be
improved and modalities for promoting such coordination, in
order to assist the Council in its coordination function;

m

Structure of the agenda and work programme
of the Commission

il. Urges the Commission to adopt a multi-year work
programme for a focused and thematic approach that would,
inter alia, provide a framework to assess the progress achieved
in the implementation of the Habitat Agenda and that would be
in line with the coordinated follow-up to conferences,
culminating in an overall review and appraisal of the Habitat
Agenda in the year 2001;

12. Decides that the work of the Commission, in
relation to its programme of work, shall be primarily focused
on the relevant provisions of the Habitat Agenda, with a view
to ensuring the effective implementation of the Habitat
Agenda;

13. Also decides that the agenda of the Commission on
Human Settlements at its future sessions shall inciude the
following substantive items derived from the United Nations
Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat IT):

(a) Issues identified in the multi-year programme of
work;

(&) Relevant United Nations plans and programmes of
action pertaining to the themes "Sustainable human settlements
development” and "Adequate shelter for all”;

{¢) Emerging issues, trends and new approaches to
issues affecting human settlements development;

& See Report of the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development, Rio de Janeiro, 3-14 June 1992 {United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.93.1.8 and corrigenda), vol. I: Resolutions
adopted by the Conference, resolution 1, annex IL

14. Further decides that, at its seventeenth and
eighteenth sessions, the Commission will focus on monitoring
the implementation of the Habitat Agenda and assessing its
impact, structuring those sessions around the following four
substantive areas of the Habitat Agenda:

(a) Adequate shelter for all, also incorporating the
monitoring of the Global Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000;
