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Letter dated 30 Septenber 1997 fromthe Chargé d' affaires a.i.
of the Permanent M ssion of Bolivia to the United Nations
addressed to the Secretary-CGeneral

I have the honour to attach the text of the communication fromthis M ssion
relating to the reply by the Permanent M ssion of Chile to the United Nations,
circul ated on 30 Septenber 1997, to the statenment delivered by the President of
Bol i via during the general debate.

| should be grateful if you would have the text of this letter and its
annex circul ated as a docunment of the CGeneral Assenbly, under agenda item 9.

(Signed) Marco A. VI DAURRE
Chargé d' affaires a.i.
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ANNEX

Letter dated 30 Septenber 1997 fromthe Pernanent M ssSion
of Bolivia to the United Nations

Wth reference to the reply by the Permanent M ssion of Chile to the United
Nati ons (A/52/409, annex), the Permanent M ssion of Bolivia has the honour to
provide the following clarifications so that the General Assenbly will possess
the necessary information to judge objectively the content of the assertions
made by the President of Bolivia on 29 Septenber 1997 in his statenent in the
general debate at the fifty-second regul ar session

It was not our intention to refer again to the two issues that led to the
reply fromthe Permanent M ssion of Chile to the United Nations. Neverthel ess,
given its content and the assertions nade in it, it is inportant to reiterate
the foll owi ng expl anati ons.

There can be no question of mnimzing the justified al armcaused by the
exi stence of minefields on the common frontier between Bolivia and Chile, laid
by the authorities of the latter country, still |ess of depicting that concern
as out of place or in the wong context. What is evident, despite the treaties
and agreenents invoked by Chile, is that hundreds of thousands of |andm nes have
transformed a vast border area into a zone of threat and risk to the |ives of
the civilian population. Bolivia will not resign itself to this situation, and
is not in agreement with vague declarations of a possible and far-off w thdrawal
of these weapons of war, but will call for real decisions that denonstrate a
genuine will to contribute, through the inmedi ate withdrawal of these weapons,
to establishing on the common border between Bolivia and Chile an area of peace
and integration.

W reiterate our conviction that mnefields are a breach of internationa
hurmani tarian | aw and the ugly | egacy of past epochs of confrontation and
distrust that are out of place on the threshold of the new m !l ennium

Wth regard to the vital need to put an end to the | andl ocked situation
that was inposed on Bolivia, we strongly reaffirmour irrevocable historica
decision to continue nmaking this demand with all the force it deserves. |In our
view, international treaties becone truly legitimte when efforts are not nade
through them to perpetuate situations of injustice and deprivation for peoples
or causes of dependence. No treaty is norally legitinmate when its purpose is to
enshrine injustice.

Wth this statement indicating Bolivia' s position on both subjects, we do
not believe that there is any need to return in this Assenbly to these matters,
of the validity of which the international commnity represented in the highest
world body is fully aware.



