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  Annotated provisional agenda  
 

 

  Provisional agenda 
 

 

1. Election of officers. 

2. Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters.  

3. Current situation with respect to regional and subregional cooperation.  

4. Implementation of the recommendations adopted by the Subcommission at its 

fiftieth session. 

5. Consideration of topics by working groups:  

  (a) Proactive, intelligence-led approach and capacity-building in the area of 

criminal intelligence collection, collation, analysis and sharing;  

  (b) Countering money-laundering, illicit financial flows and the use of the 

darknet and cryptocurrencies in relation to the drug trade;  

  (c) Effective border control; 

  (d) Prevention of drug use, focusing on children, youth, families and the 

education system. 

6. Follow-up to the Political Declaration and Plan of Action on International 

Cooperation towards an Integrated and Balanced Strategy to Counter the World 

Drug Problem, and to the special session of the General Assembly on the world 

drug problem held in 2016. 

7. Implementation of Commission on Narcotic Drugs decision 60/1, on 

strengthening the subsidiary bodies of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs.  

8. Organization of the fifty-third session of the Subcommission.  

9. Other business. 

10. Adoption of the report of the Subcommission on its fifty-second session. 

__________________ 

 *  Available only in Arabic, English, and Russian, which are the working languages of the 

subsidiary body. 

http://undocs.org/A/RES/60/1
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  Annotations  
 

 

 1. Election of officers 
 

Elections are held in accordance with rule 15 of the rules of procedure of the 

functional commissions of the Economic and Social Council. Past practice has been 

for the Subcommission on Illicit Drug Traffic and Related Matters in the Near and 

Middle East to elect a Chair, two Vice-Chairs and a Rapporteur. 

 

 2. Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters  
 

The draft provisional agenda for the fifty-second session was approved by the 

Subcommission at its fifty-first session, held in Riyadh from 20 to 24 November 2016.  

Following the adoption of the agenda, the Subcommission may wish to establish a 

programme of work. A proposed programme of work is contained in the annex to the 

present document for the consideration of the Subcommission.  

 

  Documentation 
 

Annotated provisional agenda (UNODC/SUBCOM/52/1) 

 

 3. Current situation with respect to regional and subregional cooperation  
 

Participants are invited to inform the Subcommission about their countries ’ activities 

regarding regional and subregional cooperation in areas such as joint investigations, 

law enforcement training and the sharing of information on and experiences with 

measures to counter drug trafficking. Participants are also invited to inform the 

Subcommission of any practical problems impeding subregional cooperation and to 

suggest measures to overcome them. 

Participants are requested to submit to the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

(UNODC), prior to the holding of the session, a three-page country report informing 

the Subcommission about trends in drug trafficking and, in line with Commissi on on 

Narcotic Drugs resolution 56/10, providing information on supply and demand 

reduction efforts undertaken, as well as information on international cooperation to 

counter money-laundering and promote judicial cooperation. Only those country 

reports received by the date indicated in the invitation to the session will be translated 

into the working languages of the Subcommission.  

 

  Documentation 
 

Report of the Secretariat on statistics on drug trafficking trends in South, West and 

Central Asia, the Near and Middle East and worldwide (UNODC/SUBCOM/52/2) 

Report of the Secretariat on the current situation with respect to regional and 

subregional cooperation (UNODC/SUBCOM/52/3) 

 

 4. Implementation of the recommendations adopted by the Subcommission at its 

fiftieth session 
 

Participants are invited to inform the Subcommission of action taken by their 

Governments to implement the recommendations adopted by the Subcommission at 

its fiftieth session, held in Abu Dhabi from 8 to 12 November 2015. The 

Subcommission will have before it a note by the Secretariat based on replies received 

to a questionnaire concerning action taken by Governments to implement those 

recommendations. 

 

  Documentation 
 

Note by the Secretariat on the implementation of the recommendations adopted by 

the Subcommission at its fiftieth session (UNODC/SUBCOM/52/4) 

 

http://undocs.org/UNODC/HONLAC/27/1
http://undocs.org/A/RES/56/10
http://undocs.org/UNODC/HONLAC/27/2
http://undocs.org/UNODC/HONLAC/27/3
http://undocs.org/UNODC/HONLAC/27/4
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 5. Consideration of topics by working groups  
 

Ad hoc working groups will be established to consider issues of regional importance 

and to facilitate informal discussions and frank exchanges of views, with a view to 

enhancing cooperation. The working groups will be invited to present their findings, 

conclusions and recommendations to the Subcommission for endorsement and 

inclusion in the report on its fifty-second session.  

On the basis of consultations on developments in the region, each working group will 

be invited to consider one of the issues set out below.  

 

 (a) Proactive, intelligence-led approach and capacity-building in the area of criminal 

intelligence collection, collation, analysis and sharing 
 

The working group established under sub-item (a) will explore the current criminal 

intelligence potential, both within and outside the region. Particular attention will be 

paid to managerial capacity for a proactive, intelligence-led approach, technical 

equipment and the training level of those who are in charge of data collection and 

analysis and the sharing of intelligence. Participants will be asked to share their 

experiences and best practices regarding predictive analysis from multiple sources, 

targeted deployment of resources and detection of patterns in criminal behaviour. 

They will also be asked to share and discuss problems in development and gaps in the 

implementation of an intelligence-led approach and to agree on future organizational 

and technical (including training) steps and measures that may be taken to overcome 

those gaps and problems. In addition, participants will be asked to consider the 

recommendations that they would like to support in order to encourage more effective 

networking and cooperation between criminal intelligence agencies.  

 

 (b) Countering money-laundering, illicit financial flows and the use of the darknet 

and cryptocurrencies in relation to the drug trade 
 

The working group established under sub-item (b) will explore the illicit financial 

flows related to drug trafficking, the laundering of the proceeds of drug trafficking 

and the risks associated with the new technologies (such as the darknet and 

cryptocurrencies) that provide new distribution channels and payment methods for 

the drug trade. The working group will also explore possibilities for cooperation with 

financial intelligence units, tax investigators, customs agencies and counter-

cybercrime units in order to disrupt illicit financial flows, supply chains and 

distribution channels related to drug trafficking. The working group will research 

means of cooperating with the private sector (such as banks, money remitters and 

financial technology companies), in order to understand illicit financial flows and 

supply and distribution channels related to the drug trade, and of designing the best 

strategies to disrupt drug trafficking. The participants will be requested to share case 

studies and research on the economic side of drug trafficking, such as the collection, 

movement and investment of drug money; the use of new technologies in the drug 

trade; vulnerabilities in the supply chain and distribution channels of drugs; and 

examples of cooperation with other agencies and partnerships with the private sector. 

They will be encouraged to provide recommendations on cooperation among 

government agencies and the private sector to increase the effectiveness of methods 

to combat the illegal supply of drugs.  

 

 (c) Effective border control  
 

The working group established under sub-item (c) will explore the current situation 

with respect to border control measures in the countries of the region and will identify 

problems, gaps and difficulties. The working group will discuss how effective control 

of air, land and sea borders may be ensured. The participants will be asked to share 

their experiences relating to how the flow of goods and people over borders may be 

organized without creating obstacles to legal trade and legitimate travel. The issue of 

cooperation between countries and relevant agencies will be considered. P articipants 
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will also be asked to propose recommendations on effective border control at the 

national, regional and international levels and on cooperation in this matter.  

  
 (d) Prevention of drug use, focusing on children, youth, families and  

the education system  
 

In the outcome document of the thirtieth special session of the General Assembly, 

entitled “Our joint commitment to effectively addressing and countering the world 

drug problem”, Member States made operational recommendations on demand 

reduction and related measures, including prevention, as well as recommendations on 

cross-cutting issues, including drugs and youth. The working group established under 

sub-item (d) will highlight the importance of measures that take into account the 

specific needs and circumstances of young people with regard to drug abuse 

prevention. Participants will be encouraged to share national experiences relating to 

mainstreaming a focus on youth, families and communities into all stages of the 

development, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of drug prevention policies 

and programmes. The working group will aim to share best practices and lessons 

learned with regard to national initiatives targeting adolescents, youth, families and 

communities, including those using internationally recognized standards, such as the 

International Standards on Drug Use Prevention . Specific subjects that the working 

group could address include: taking effective and practical measures that protect 

children and young people from drug use initiation and prevent progression to severe 

drug use disorders; increasing the availability, coverage and quality of scientific 

evidence-based prevention measures and tools that target relevant age and risk groups 

in multiple settings; reaching youth in school as well as out of school;  developing and 

implementing prevention curricula and early intervention programmes for use in the 

education system at all levels; enhancing the capacity of teachers and other relevant 

professionals to provide or recommend counselling, prevention and care services; and 

involving, as appropriate, civil society, target populations, parents, care services 

providers, teachers, peer groups, health professionals, religious communities, 

community leaders, social workers, sports associations and the private sector in the 

implementation of prevention programmes and policies. The working group will also 

consider enhancing cooperation between public health, education and law 

enforcement authorities when developing prevention initiatives, as recommended in 

the outcome document.  

 

 6. Follow-up to the Political Declaration and Plan of Action on International 

Cooperation towards an Integrated and Balanced Strategy to Counter the  

World Drug Problem, and to the special session of the General Assembly  

on the world drug problem held in 2016  
 

In its resolution 56/10, the Commission on Narcotic Drugs requested the meetings of 

its subsidiary bodies to contribute to the monitoring of the implementation by Member 

States of the Political Declaration and Plan of Action on International Cooperation 

towards an Integrated and Balanced Strategy to Counter the World Drug Problem at 

the regional level by discussing regional views on progress made in that regard under 

the agenda item on follow-up to the Political Declaration and Plan of Action”. 

In the same resolution, the Commission encouraged Member States to consider the 

expertise and composition of their delegations to the meetings of the subsidiary 

bodies, with a view to covering the various aspects of the world drug problem 

(demand, supply and international cooperation) in order to hold substantive 

discussions on the issue and to actively participate in the above-mentioned agenda 

item. The Commission also requested the meetings of its subsidiary bodies, on the 

basis of their deliberations, to submit regional recommendations aimed at moving 

forward in the implementation of the Political Declaration and Plan of Action. 

The outcome document of the thirtieth special session of the General Assembly 

contains a broad range of operational recommendations, based on a review of the 

implementation, including achievements, of the Political Declaration and Pla n of 

Action and of ways to address long-standing and emerging challenges in countering 

http://undocs.org/A/RES/56/10
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the world drug problem, within the framework of the three international drug control 

conventions and other relevant United Nations instruments.  

The operational recommendations are grouped into the following seven thematic 

areas: 

 • Demand reduction and related measures, including prevention and treatment, as 

well as other health-related issues; 

 • Ensuring the availability of and access to controlled substances exclusively for 

medical and scientific purposes, while preventing their diversion;  

 • Supply reduction and related measures; effective law enforcement; responses to 

drug-related crime; and countering money-laundering and promoting judicial 

cooperation; 

 • Cross-cutting issues: drugs and human rights, youth, children, women and 

communities; 

 • Cross-cutting issues in addressing and countering the world drug problem: 

evolving reality, trends and existing circumstances, emerging and persistent 

challenges and threats, including new psychoactive substances, in conformity 

with the three international drug control conventions and other relevant 

international instruments; 

 • Strengthening international cooperation based on the principle of common and 

shared responsibility; 

 • Alternative development; regional, interregional and international cooperation 

on development-oriented balanced drug control policy; addressing 

socioeconomic issues. 

In the outcome document, Member States resolved to take the steps necessary to 

implement the operational recommendations, in close partnership with the United 

Nations and other intergovernmental organizations and civil society, and to share with 

the Commission on Narcotic Drugs, as the policymaking body of the United Nations 

with prime responsibility for drug control matters, timely information on progress 

made in the implementation of those recommendations.  

The Commission has started the follow-up process to the thirtieth special session of 

the General Assembly with a focus on implementing the operational 

recommendations. To that end, two rounds of discussions were held on all seven 

thematic areas. In October 2016, the discussions focused on the sharing of 

experiences, lessons learned and activities already undertaken to implement the  

recommendations. The thematic discussions held in January 2017 concentrated on 

action that could be taken by the Commission to implement the recommendations. 

More information on the follow-up process to the special session can be found on the 

UNODC website (www.unodc.org/postungass2016). 

The Commission decided, at its sixtieth session, in March 2017, to convene a 

ministerial segment during its sixty-second session, to be held in Vienna in 2019, to 

take stock of the implementation of the commitments made to jointly address and 

counter the world drug problem, in particular in the light of the 2019 target date in 

the Political Declaration.  

Under agenda item 6, participants will be invited to consider the challenges faced by 

the States of the region with regard to the implementation of the Political Declaration 

and Plan of Action. They will also be invited to discuss how they could best contribute 

to the Commission’s follow-up to the 2016 special session and the implementation of 

the outcome document, drawing on their technical expertise and their regional 

experiences.  

  



UNODC/SUBCOM/52/1  

 

V.17-06094 6/7 

 

  Documentation 
 

Political Declaration and Plan of Action on International Cooperation towards an 

Integrated and Balanced Strategy to Counter the World Drug Problem (E/2009/28, 

chap. I, sect. C) 

General Assembly resolution S-30/1, entitled “Our joint commitment to effectively 

addressing and countering the world drug problem” 

 

 7. Implementation of Commission on Narcotic Drugs decision 60/1, on 

strengthening the subsidiary bodies of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs  
 

In its decision 60/1, the Commission on Narcotic Drugs decided to examine how its 

subsidiary bodies could better contribute to the implementation of the outcome 

document, to inform its subsidiary bodies of the invitation contained in General 

Assembly resolution 71/211 and to invite those bodies to consider that invitation at 

their upcoming meetings and report back to it in due course.  

The Subcommission will be invited to consider the invitation by the General 

Assembly to the Commission on Narcotic Drugs to examine how its subsidiary bodies 

could better contribute to the implementation of the outcome document and will also 

be invited to report back to the Commission on its findings.  

 

 8. Organization of the fifty-third session of the Subcommission  
 

The Subcommission will be invited to review a draft provisional agenda for its  

fifty-third session, including the topics for discussion in working groups and  

possible venues for future sessions. A decision taken by the Subcommission at its 

fifty-second session on the venue for its fifty-third session and on topics for the 

working groups would greatly facilitate the preparation and organization of the  

fifty-third session. The Secretariat will provide, upon request, a copy of the standard 

letter of agreement setting out the contributions of the United Nations and the host 

Government.  

Participants will also be invited to discuss any other matters related to the 

organization of the deliberations, with a view to improving their substantive content 

and follow-up.  

 

  Documentation 
 

Note by the Secretariat on the organization of the fifty-third session of the 

Subcommission on Illicit Drug Traffic and Related Matters in the Near and Middle 

East (UNODC/SUBCOM/52/5)  

 

 9. Other business  
 

Under the item entitled “Other business”, the Subcommission may wish to address 

any other important issues, such as urgent matters reflected in the country reports.  

 

 10. Adoption of the report of the Subcommission on its fifty-second session  
 

The Subcommission will adopt the report on its fifty-second session, including the 

findings, conclusions and recommendations of the working groups, on the last day of 

the session. 

  

http://undocs.org/E/2009/28
http://undocs.org/A/RES/60/1
http://undocs.org/A/RES/60/1
http://undocs.org/A/RES/71/211
http://undocs.org/UNODC/HONLAC/27/5
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Annex  
 

 

  Proposed programme of work 
 

 

Date Time 

Agenda 

item Title or description  

    Monday, 13 November 2017 8.30 a.m.  Registration 

 10 a.m.  Opening of the fifty-second session 

  1 Election of officers 

  2 Adoption of the agenda and other 

organizational matters 

  3 Current situation with respect  

to regional and subregional cooperation  

 2.30 p.m. 3 Current situation with respect to 

regional and subregional cooperation 

(continued) 

Tuesday, 14 November 2017 10 a.m. 4 Implementation of the 

recommendations adopted at the  

fiftieth session 

 2.30 p.m. 5 Consideration of topics by working 

groups 

Wednesday, 15 November 2017 10 a.m. 5 Consideration of topics by working 

groups (continued) 

 2.30 p.m. 5 Consideration of topics by working 

groups (continued) 

Thursday, 16 November 2017 10 a.m. 5 Consideration of topics by working 

groups (continued) 

 2.30 p.m. 6 Follow-up to the Political Declaration 

and Plan of Action on International 

Cooperation towards an Integrated and 

Balanced Strategy to Counter the  

World Drug Problem, and to the  

special session of the General Assembly 

held in 2016 

  7 Implementation of Commission on 

Narcotic Drugs decision 60/1, on 

strengthening the subsidiary bodies of 

the Commission on Narcotic Drugs  

Friday, 17 November 2017 10 a.m. 8 Organization of the fifty-third session 

 2.30 p.m. 9 Other business 

  10 Adoption of the report 

 

http://undocs.org/A/RES/60/1

