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LETTER DATED 13 MARCH 1970 FROM THE PERI!@JTENT REPRESENTRTIVE 
OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NO'RTHERN IRELAND 

TO THE UNITED NATI NS ADDRESSED TO TI-IE $$CRE;T~Y-GENERAL 

I should be grateful if you would arrange to have circulated as an official 

document of the Security Council and, in view of its relevance to resolution 

2373 (XXII), as an official document of the General Assembly the statement made b; 

the United Kingdcm Prime Minister at a ceremony held in Lancaster House in London 

on 5 March 1970 to mark the deposit of a number of instruments of ratification of 

the Treaty on the Non--Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and the entr.y into force o: 

that Treaty. 
I enclose with this letter a copy of the text of Mr. Wilson's statement. 

(Sig;ned) CA-RADON 
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Let us remember that, although the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons comes into force today, there are still a number of States which have not 

yet adhered to the Treaty. ,We hope that these ceremonies in the capitals of the 

three depositary Governments will encourage those States to overcome their present 

hesitations and to recognize that this Treaty offers to them individually and to 

mankind in general the best hope of avoiding nuclear war. 

Finally, I should like to pay on behalf of all of us a tribute to the 

dedicated teamwork which has brought us to this point. I am thinking particularly 

of' the distinguished members of the EXghteen-Nation Committee on Disarmament 

in Geneva who worked with dedication and courage for so many years to lay the 

foundation for this Treaty. And as I am speaking in London, may I specially 

mention our own Ministers for disarmament over this period, Lord Chalfont and 

Mr. Mulley. The work of this Committee shows us how goodwill and common Sense 

and statesmanship can triumph, whatever the political differences that separate 

the nations. This is perhaps the most significant and enCOUraging aspect of all, 

and augurs well for international relations in the 1970s. 

This is a historic occasion. It is not a"n end but a beginning. NOW the 

challenge to humanity is what we can do to build on the achievement we are 

celebrating today. 
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