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LETTER DATED 1% MARCH 1970 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE
OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITATN AND NORTHERN TRELAND
TO THE UNITED NATI®NS ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

I should be grateful if you would arrange to have circulated as an official
document of the Security Council and, in view of its relevance to resolution
2373 (XXII), as an official document of the General Assembly the statement made b;
the United Kingdom Prime Minister at a ceremony held in Lancaster House in London
on 5 March 1970 to mark the deposit of a number of instrumenfs of ratification of
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and the entry into force o

that Treaty.
T enclose with this letter a copy of the text of Mr. Wilson's statement.
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Statement by the Prime Minister of the United Kingduw,
Mr, Harold Wilsom, at a ceremony held in lancaster
House in London on 5 Mareh 1970 to mavk the deposit
of instruments of ratification of the Treaty on the
Non~Proliferation of Nuclearx Weaponus

Some eighteen months ago, when the Ireaty on the Non-Proliteration of Saeleny
:apons was opened for signature in Moscow, in Washingbon and London, © desoplbed
1g Treaty as the most important measure of arms contrel and dlssrmament on owhileol
yreement had yet been reached. At that historic moment we set the genl of sueowss
1 hearly seven years of negotiations. Our signatures were a boken of cur
afidence that the community of nations would agree that this was the rivad O1

dom.
‘There have been gome who doubled whether there would ever be encugh support
bring the Treaty into force. Whenever any great endeavour is sot alvot therw
e always deubters. In this case there may have been more than usunl bennuse the
eaty needed ratification by forty-three States, about a third of the

ternational community.

Over the months we have watched as the number of signatures and ratif
f the Treaty steadlily mounted; Britain ratified the Treaty in the autumn of
1968, Today we have witnessed the culmination of the process, the depesit of
suffiecient instruments of ratification to bring the Treaty into fores, Thisz
_ceremony, in which the distinguished representatives of ocur fellow depositary

‘Govermments, the Ambassadors of the Soviet Unlon and the United States, daro ¢

,part, therefore congtitutes a momentous step. It is being metohed tod

similar ceremonies in Moscow and Washington which are being attended by Chalimoan
" Kosygin and President Nixon.

But in our pleasure in reaching this historic milestone, let ug recogn

‘that much still remains to be done. Ve know that theve are two forms of

proliferation, vertical as well as horizontal. The countries which do s

possess miclear weapons and which are now undertaking on obligetion never b

possess them, have the right to espect that the nueclear-weapon Btates will fuifil

shelr part of the bargain. We are confldent that the fmerican and lussian

négetiétors will bear this obligation in mind when they get dowun again next month

;0 the complex discussions on the limitation of strategie arms, which may well

:hemselves in turn prove the most important arms control negotiaticns undertaken
nee the last World War.




Let us remember that, although the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons comes into force today, there are still a number of States which have not
yet adhered to the Treaty. ,We hope that these ceremonies in the capitals of fhe
three depositary Govermments will encourage those States to overcome their presen£
hesitations and to recognize that this Treaty'offers to them individually and to
mankind in general the best hope of avoiding uuelear war.

Finally, I should like to pay on behalf of all of us a tribute to the
dedicated teamwork which has brought us to this point. I am thinking particularly
of the distinguished members of the Eighteen-Nation Committee on Disarmement
in Geneva who worked with dedication and courage for so many years to lay the
foundation for this Treaty. And as I am speaking in London, may I specially
mention our own Ministers for disarmament over this period, Lord Chalfont and
Mr, Mulley. The work of this Committee shows us how goodwill and common sense
and statesmanship can triumph, whatever the political differences that separate
the nations. This is perhaps the most significant and encouraging aspect of all,
and augurs well for international relations in the 1970s. ,

This is a historic occasion. It is not an end but a beginning. Now the
challenge to humanity is what we can do to build on the achievement we are

celebraﬁing today .
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