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  Identical letters dated 26 April 2017 from the Permanent 

Representative of France to the United Nations addressed to the 

Secretary-General and the President of the Security Council  
 

 

 The attack which took place on 4 April 2017 in Khan Cheikhoun, Syria killed 

more than 80 people, 50 of them instantly, and injured more than 500. Given the 

seriousness of that attack, France has decided to declassify some of the findings 

from its ongoing investigations.  

 Our intelligence services have come to the clear conclusion that the chemical 

agent used in that attack was sarin. Samples, including human samples, as well a s 

munitions debris were collected at the Khan Cheikhoun site immediately following 

the attack. We have been able to analyse the samples collected at the site of the 

Khan Cheikhoun attack against the chemical samples kept by our services since the 

beginning of the conflict.  

 Our services have established that the sarin used during the 4 April attack is 

the same as the one used in a similar attack in Saraqeb, Syria on 29 April 2013. The 

presence of a substance called hexamine is characteristic of the sarin produced by 

the Syrian regime and is typical of the manufacturing process developed in the 

Syrian laboratory ESRB. That substance is present in both the samples collected on 

29 April 2013 and those collected on 4 April 2017.   

 Our services have also confirmed that a Sukhoi aircraft had taken off from the 

base of al-Chayrat in the morning of 4 April.  

 France transmitted this information to the Organization for the Prohibition of 

the Chemical Weapons (OPCW) on Tuesday, 25 April and the Minister for Foreign 

Affairs, Mr. Jean-Marc Ayrault, made it public on Wednesday, 26 April.  

 France is deeply concerned about these findings, which confirm once again 

that Syria has failed to fulfil its international commitments: it has continued to use 

chemical weapons repeatedly and has maintained a clandestine chemical programme.  

 Beyond Syria, this situation weakens the international chemical 

non-proliferation regime and threatens our collective security system. We have a 

responsibility to ensure that the Syrian chemical arsenal is dismantled, and that the 

Syrian regime is prevented once and for all from using chemical weapons.   

 France looks forward to the report of the OPCW Fact-Finding Mission, a 

professional, technical and impartial mechanism which must have all our trus t and 

support.  

 I should be grateful if this letter and its annex* could be circulated as a 

document of the Security Council.  

 

 

(Signed) François Delattre  

 
 

 * The annex is being circulated in the language of submission only.  
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  Annex to the identical letters dated 26 April 2017 from the 

Permanent Representative of France to the United Nations 

addressed to the Secretary-General and the President of the 

Security Council  
 

[Original: English and French]  

 

  National assessment 
 

 

  Chemical attack of 4 April 2017 (Khan Cheikhoun) 
 

 

  Clandestine Syrian chemical programme 
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