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PREFACE

The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development meets
at a time of growing world-wide recognition that there is no acceptable
alternative to internatiunal co-operation if mankind is to survive. Only
through co-operation between all countries, irrespective of their political
or social system, can the peace of the world be ensured. And only
through co-operation can sufficient impetus be given tc the struggle of
mankind for a better and fuller life.

In December 1961, the United Nations General Assembly created
new goals for international co-operation by setting a target to be achieved
by all developing countries by 1970. The target of the Development
Decade is a minimum annual rate of growth of 5 per cent. I.~ adopting
this target, the United Nations explicitly recognized that its achievement
is a matter 0; international as well as national concern. And the coun
tries participating in this effort implicitly accepted an obligation to con
tribute in every way they could to the attainment of the common goal.

During the past year a further vital step has been taken. The idea
has gained universal acceptance that the development goals of the
United Nations have direct implications for international trade and aid.
A continuation of existing trends in world trade, adverse to the develop
ing countries, would greatly intensify the difficulty of reaching adequate
growth objectives. It is vital for the world community to create an inter
national trade environment that would facilitate the growth of developing
countries, and not thwart it.

That is the basic aim of the United Nations Conference on Trade
and Development, and it is also the aim that inspires this report. All the
experience of the United Nations has been mobilized in preparing this
report and the success of the Conference will depend on the willingness
of Governments to face all the implication~ of that experience and take
action accordingly. I commend this report to Governments, to the Con
ference, and to the public generally, in the hope and conviction that it
will contribute to a better understanding of the need for a new interna
tional trade policy for the Development Decade.

UTHANT

Secretary-General of the United Nations
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INTRODUCTION I
This repor~ constitutes an attempt to present the principal issues

with which the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
is confronted and to suggest an integrated programme of measures to
assist Governments in considering ways of dealing with these issues.

It draws heavily on ideas expressed and recommendations made in
the various United Nations organs and in the numerous studies and
reports of the United Nations Secretariat. Its preparation would not,
however, have been possible without the extensive and creative labours
of the Preparatory Committee of the Conference. The discussions of the
Preparatory Committee, in particular at its second session, furnished a
comprehensive account of the issues facing the Conference and of pos
sible solutions to the crucial problems of trade and development. It is the
work of the Preparatory Committee that has enabled the secretariat of
the Conference to prepare this report which, together with all the other
detailed studies and reports, will, it is hoped, constitute a working basis
for the Conference.

If the report goes beyond the findings of the Preparatory Committee,
this is to no small extent due to the extensive consultations which took
place with officials of many Governments in all parts of the world and
at various sessions of the regional economic commissions. These con
sultations enabled the Secretary-General of the Conference to reach a
better understanding of the problems and issues involved. He is grateful
to all government officials and representatives of the various interna
tional organizations who so generously gave of their time.

In preparing the report, the Secretary-General of the Conference
was also fortunate in being able to consult the Executive Secretaries of
the four regional economic commissions who spared no effort in pro
viding him with suggestions for which he is most grateful.

The report is founded on the conviction that practical action in the
field of trade and development is second to no other responsibility which
the United Nations, established to maintain peace, must face in the
1960's. It is on the basis of this conviction that the Organization has
convened a Conference whose primary objective it is to point the way
towards a new trade policy for development.

7
Raw PREBISCH

Secretary-General of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development
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Part One

THE PROBLEM OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE

AND DEVELOPMENT
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Chapter I

T"tiE INTER1~ATIONAL ECONOMY:
THE PAST AND THE PRESENT

1. THE UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT DECADE AND
THE POTENTIAL TRADE GAP

This second world trade Conference, convened by the United
Nations, is meeting under a star very different from that under which the
first one met at Havana sixteen years ago.

The first conference was clearly influenced by experience of the events
that preceded the great depression of the 1930's, experience of a system
reaching back to the ni:lleteenth century. At that time, the remarkable ex
pansion of world trade, with multilateralism in full swing, acted as a
powerful catalyst of spontaneous development in the peripheral countries,
which provided the industrial centres with food and raw materials.

The great depression precipitated the break-down of this old order,
already undermined by the political impact of the First World War. In
view of all this and of the consequences of the Second World War, it is out
of the question to think of restoring the old order now. In the not too
distant days of Havana it might have been possible to harbour illusions of
doing this, but the subsequent course of events has finally dispelled these
illusions once and for all.

It is imperative to build a new order with a view to solving the serious
problems of trade and development that beset the world, especially the
problems that affect the developing countries.

From the standpoint of the developing countries, the Conference will
be particularly concerned with a phenomenon that was a subject of con
troversy until recently, but which is today a matter of understandable
general concern: the persistent tendency towards external imbalance asso
ciated with the development process. The phenomenon is already well
known. While primary commodity exports are, with a few exceptions,
expanding relatively slowly, demand for imports of manufactured goods
is tending to grow rapidly, at a pace that increases with the rate of develop
ment. The resulting imbalance creates a serious external bottleneck which
makes development difficult. The imbalance must be rectified if develop
ment is to be accelerated in conditions of dynamic equilibrium.

One of the main objectives of the United Nations Development
Decade is the attainment of a minimum annual growth rate of 5 per cent
in the income of the developing countries by 1970. This is certainly a
rather modest target and not much higher than the average rate of 4.4

3
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per cent registered in the 1950's. Nevertheless, it will be extremely diffi
cult-if not impossible-for many of the developing countries to achieve
and maintain this rate of growth unless the present Conference brings
about a policy of international co-operation that would make it possible
to eliminate the imbalance in trade.

What are the implications of the 5 per cent minimum growth target
for international trade? First and foremost, it should not be expected that,
if the income of all developing countries is to rise at the minimum by 5
per cent every year, their imports can increase at a rate much less than
6 per cent. One of the main reasons for this is that any acceleration in the
rate of growth requires additional investment; and the import content of
this investment is normally much higher than that of income as a whole.
Consequently, it is not going too far to conclude that imports would have
to rise at a rate somewhat higher'than that of total income. This v'iew is
supported by estimates based on the experience of developing countries.

The second implication of the 5 per cent growth target is that exports
of the developing countries would also have to rise at the rate of 6 per cent
per annum, in order to maintain balance-of-payments equilibrium. More
precisely, a volume of exports should rise at a rate which, after allowing
for changes in the terms of trade, would pay for a volume of imports in
creasing each year at a rate of 6 per cent.

As we all know, experience during the 1950's was highly unsatisfac
tory in this respect. The annual rate of growth in export volume of the
developing cOlmtries during that decade was only 4 per cent per annum,
and, if the petroleum-exporting countries are excluded, the average is
significantly lower. At the same time, the terms of trade deteriorated, so
that the purchasing power of exports over imports rose more slowly still,
by under 2 per cent per annum.

Thus, even at existing rates of growth there is a widening gap in the
balance of payments of the developing cOlmtries; at higher rates of growth
consistent with the objectives of the Development Decade, the gap would
be even greater if the trends of the 1950's continued.

This, then, has to be the starting-point of the Conference. One cannot
posit a 5 per cent rate of development without accepting also all the
consequences that this implies for the rates of growth of imports and
exports.

There are many ways, of course, in which the external resources of
the developing countries could be increased: through additional expoFts
of primary pr0ducts, through more exports of manufactures, or through
greater external aid. To some extent, each of these possible solutions is a
substitute for the others. To the extent that one fails in solving the problem
under one heading, one increases the burden to be borne under other
headiD.gs. For example, in so far as one fails to secure any significant
improvement in the rate of growth of exports of developing countries,
recourse must be had to a greater inflow of international finance. And
within any given target rate of increase in exports as a whole, the less that

4
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is done to widen market opportunities for foodstuffs and raw materials,
the greater need will there be to open up new markets for manufactures.
A combination of interdependent elements is involved; and it is an essen
~ial condition for success that the various measures adopted should be
integrated within an over-all policy for achieving the desired result.

Unless these measures are adopted, the trade gap of the developing
countries will be immense; available estimates show that, if the factors
responsible for the present trend in world trade continue, the trade gap
may reach an order of magnitude of about $20 billion' by 1970 if the
growth rate of 5 per cent is to be achieved. This gap is potential and not
real: if the means of bridging the gap are not found, the developing coun
tries will be forced to reduce their rates of growth unless they are pre
pared to achieve higher rates at an excessive economic and social cost
involving serious political consequences.

The rate of growth of 5 per cent per annum, set as an objective of
the Development Decade, can in no sense be considered fully satisfactory.
It would mean an annual rate of increase of only 2.6 per cent in the
average per capita income of the peripheral countries in view of the rapid
rate of population growth, which is higher than in any previous era and
makes it all the more difficult to expedite development.

Nearly half of the capital invested in the developing countries is
needed to provide for the increase in population, thereby limiting the
resources available for substantially and steadily raising the over-all level
of living. Unless the present tempo of population growth slows down,2
it would take eighty years at an annual rate of growth of 5 per cent for
the developing countries to reach the current average per capita income
level of western Europe, and approximately forty years more for them to
reach that of the United States. For the least advanced countries, account
ing for one half of the population of developing areas, the period required
to reach the present western European level would be of the order of
two hundred years.

A 5 per cent annual rate of growth could therefore be considered
acceptable only for a short transitional period in which to create the in
ternal and international conditions required for accelerated development.

On the other hand, even if a fall in the rate of population growth
were to help in alleviating certain problems and tensions, it would in no
sense be an excuse for slackening rather than intensifying the domestic
development effort or for narrowing the scope of international co-opera
tion; rather should it provide an opportunity for accelerating development
so that its basic objectives may be attained in a shorter period of time,
a period that is politically and socially acceptable.

• 1 This figure has been calculated on the basis of a 5 per cent average rate of
Income growth. If a minimum growth rate of 5 per cent is used the figure for the
potential trade gap will be higher. '

2 During the 1950's, the annual growth rate of the population of the developing
countries as a whole was 2.2 per cent. It is estimated that it will rise to 2.4 per cent
between 1960 and 1980. .
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rhL: potL:ntiul of 1ll0dL:rn technology is so enormous that the devel
oping cOUlitries should not have to wait as long as the present industrialiy
,ldvunced countries had to wait to develop their technologies step by
step and use them for the eradication of poverty and its inherent evils.
indeed, they cannot wait as long. because the acceleration of their devel
opment is un absolute necessity that brooks no delay. The pressure exerted
by lhc masses for rcul improvt:ments in their levels of living has never
been as stmng ,IS it is [\llW. and in the years to come it will become a
gwwing SllllrCe lU internal and world-wide tension if it is not met by a
vigllwus pluic) l,f eCl'nomic and social development in which interna
tilUlal cll-l'perution must play a decisive role.

rhe llbstacles which the economic and social structures of the peri
pheral countnes place in the way of development policy are well known.
It is quite clear that imlx)rtant decisions must be taken to bring about
stwctural changes, as has be~n indicated in previous reports of the
lllllteJ ~atll\IlS anJ its spcdalizeJ agencies. Suffice it to state here that,
\\ ithllut such structural changes, and without a determined political effort
tv ~\fl)llll)(e Je\dl)rm~ut and remv\e the internal obstacles from its path,
illCa~ull.·~ l\! lllteIUdtil)u..u cl)-l)p.;ratll)n, however good in themselves, will
bc \ C1 ~ IimiteJ in ~ir erIect.

Thc ullIX'Sing cllJe l-f rule:> and principles, dra...-n up at Havana
JllJ partial1~ em!xxl:ied in the General A~ment on Tariffs and Trade
~ G..-\TT). ,.k~s Ul't reflect a p<..~tiYe ccu1::eption of economic policy in
the sense l)! a rati\)ndl IDd del:ibc-rate d~ign for influencing economic
forces ,L) as to change ili<;-ir ~rx."'U~.eous. course 'Jf evolution and attain
dear L\bje..:ti\es. On ~ cl"'nEIa..,;<. ie ~;5. to be in...--pired by a conception
llf pL\lil:) which implies that the- e:q.'ansi<"-'ll 0f trade to the mutual advan
tage l)f ill merd! r~WIes ili<;- ,en..><"'''al C'I: the obstacles which impede
th..: frt:e play L)f these forc~ in ~ ·....ertd <XQUOlIIY. These rules and
principle,.; are also based on an ab:ma.:t lli.xlOll of economic homogeneity
\\ men CL11lCeals the great stru.;ru.ral JiJierern.'e$ On-ween industrial centres
and peripheral cvuntries with all their importanc implicatiOIlS. Hence,
OATT has ilL\t serwd ~ dewk"'Pillg ';\."UULrle:> as it has the developed
oncs. In short, GATT has nQt hd~ to .;reate the new order which
must meet the needs L)f deVelopment, 1}\.">£ nas. it been able to fulfill the
impossibk task of restOring the 0ld order.

Iu the context of the nineteenth G~t!lr'i and the initial decades of
thc twcntieth, as wC see it, there was. no p{~e for thi:., idea of rationally
influcncing and so modJiying the course at e\ients- The course of event.;
had illcrely tv be followed and anything that obstructed it eliminated.
DIl\dop.Illeut iu the periphery was. a $poutaueous. phenomenQIl of lim
lli;J scopc anJ ,;.odal depth; it ..:ame about under the dynamic influence
of Cl unique combination of external fa.;tors. which have since ceased to
..~\ist.
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The situation can be prescnted simply in the following terms. During
the last qual·tcI· of thc ninctcenth century, thc Unitcd Kingdom, us the
world's Icading dynamic ccntrc, accountcd for 36 pCI' cent of world ex
ports of manufacturcs and 27 pCI' cent of thc imports of primary com
modities. Sincc thc historicul accident of thc industrial revolution
happened in thc Unitcd Kingdom bcl'orc it did in othcr parts of the world,
that country, with its Iimitcd rcsourccs IInd given its Icvel of technology at
the time, had to grow outwards IInd there emcrged the classic pattern of
exchanging Illanufacturcd goods 1'01' primary commoditics. Imports of
primary goods and othcr commodities by thc United Kingdom grew apace,
as did thcir sharc in thc national income: the over-aU import coefficicnt
rosc from approximately 18 pCI' ccnt in 1850 to the very high figure of
almost 36 per cent in 1880-84, as 11 result of free trade. This phenomenon
inl1uenced thc rcst of Europc, although not to the same extent, and its
effects on the dcvelopmcnt of countrics on the periphery of the world
economy werc striking.

Actually thc process was the opposite of that which has gradually
come into existence since the cnd of thc First World War and especially
since the grcat dcprcssion: thc substitution of imports of food and raw
matcrials for domcstic production IInd not vice versa.

There was another factor Which encouraged the growth of consump
tion and primary commodity imports: these imports were not yet subject
to the adverse effects of technological progress as they would be in later
years. Per capita income was still able to sustain an active demand for
foodstuffs, synthetic production of raw materials had not yet begun on a
larger scale, and European farmers still clung to their traditional methods.

3. THE GREAT DEPRESSION AND WORLD TRADE

It is sufficient to mention these facts to emphasize the radical change
which was ushered in during the First World War as a result of political
and econor.1ic factors and which grew in scope and intensity as a result
of the world depression of the 1930's.

The United States displaced the United Kingdom as the leading
dynamic centre. This was more than a mere change of hegemony; it had a
far-reaching influence on the rest of the world. The enormous natural
resources of the vast territory of the United States and the resolutely
protectionist policy it pursued from the start of its development were
apparent in the steady decline of its import coefficient. In 1929, un the
eve of the world depression, this coefficient was barely 5 per cent of total
income and the restrictive measures resulting from the depression reduced
it still further. In 1939, at the beginning of the Second World War,·it had
fallen to 3.2 per cent.

The effects of these developments on the rest of the world were of
enormous importance. With the advent of the great depression, the order
that dated back to the nineteenth century, and which the First World War
had seriously shaken, now disintegrated. The trends towards agricultural
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self-sufficiency were encouraged to an extraordinary degree in the indus
trial countries, which were striving to cut their imports in ordcr to cope
with the violent contraction in their exports. Bilateralism and discrimina
tion emerged as means of mitigating the intensity of this phenomenon.
This movement spread throughout the world and forced many developing
countries to adopt even more drastic restrictive measures, since the value
of primary exports was declit,>g more sharply than that of industrial
·goods.

The precipitous fall in the import coefficient of the United States, the
leading dynamic centre, and the slow recovery in the level of its activity,
compelled the other countries of the world to lower their import coeffi
cients too by all kinds of restrictive expedients. Under the most-favoured
nation clause, the restrictions ought to have been applied to all countries
alike, but the discrimination fostered by bilateraJism allowed them to be
directed mainly against the United States, as a means of remedying the
acute dollar shortage.

This problem recurred after the Secon.d World War. As in the 1930's,
recourse was then had to bilateralism but this phase was very short-lived.
Western Europe decided to attack its difficulties boldly, not just by adopt
ing negative and defensive attitudes but by positive action of enormous
scope: the modernization of its economy, which boosted its export
capacity, and the policy of integration, which promoted its reciprocal trade
to the particular detriment of imports paid for in dollars. While this atti
tude contributed to over-all equilibrium, it had a serious effect on some
developing countries. So it was that the European Economic Community
(EEC) and the European Free Trade Association (EFTA) came into
existence.

Thus ended the long period of structural imbalance vis-a-vis the
United States, which not only unreservedly welcomed the formation of the
Community but also offered it its firm support.

In their turn, eight socialist countries3 formed their own grouping,
the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance (CMEA), in order to inte
grate certain important activities, plan them jointly, and import greater
fluidity to the reciprocal trade of the participating countries.

A new order is thus emerging among the more advanced L."1dustrial
ized States and the next few years will reveal its ultimate significance more
clearly: it remains to be seen whether this new order will be one in which
vast regions withdraw intC' their shells and isolate themselves with a
minimum of trade between them, or whether it will be one in which they
take advantage of a closer economic link involving new forms of the inter
national division of labour.

Hence the vital significance of the massive cut in tariffs proposed by
the late President Kennedy for the next round of GATT negotiations. The

" For the sake of brevity, the term "socialist countries" in this report refers to
the countries designated as "countries with centrally planned economies" in United
Nations publications.
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success of thcsc negotiations among the advanced countries which conduct
their trade relations mainly by means of tariffs will thus have a consider
able inl1ucncc on the future development of the world economy.

Thc EEC authorities have rcpcatcdly affirmed the outward-looking
charactcr of their cconomic policy, a position which coincides with that
of the United States. Therc has been a gradual relaxation of that country's
traditional protectionism and it is to be hoped that this new policy can now
cntcr upon a vcry broad phase.

Thc socialist States of CMEA have also repeatedly expressed their
support of the principle of the international division of labour. The success
of the Kenncdy round llnd the improvement in the international political
atmosphere could considerably facilitate the adoption of formulae which
would enable thc socialist countries to play an active part in world trade
by removing the obstaclcs which obstruct their participation. This refers
not only to relations between them and other industrially advanced coun
tries, irrespective of the differences in their economic and social systems,
but also to relations with the developing countries, in view of the inter
dependence of world trade.

4. THE DISINTEGRATION OF THE OLD PATTERN AND

THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

All this is highly important for the dev.eloping countries, but it is far
from enough, as will be scen later. What was happening in those countries
after the great depression, while such significant changes were taking
place in the industrial countries?

The break-down of the old pattern of trade created new problems
for the developing countries. The persistent trend towards external im
balance began, first, as a result of the contraction of their exports during
the great depression and, later as a result of their slow rate of growth.
From the outset, a number of countries tried to counteract this imbal
ance by means of import substitution, Le., by inward-looking industriali
zation, without foreign markt>ts, and later, after the Second World War,
by continuing this policy without interruption and by drawing on the
international financial resources made available to them.

The external imbalance was tnus covered, but in a precarious man
ner in the countries which at that time were pushing ahead with their
industrialization. As time went 011, the consequences of this system
became increasingly apparent. Industrialization encounters growing diffi
culties in the countries where it is pursued furthest. These difficulties
arise from the smallness of national markets and also from the following
peculiar fact. The furt.ler substitution proceeds in respect of some im
ports, the more other imports grow because of the heavier demand for
capital goods and, subsequently, because of the effects of higher income.
In addition to this pressure, the adverse effects of the decline in the terms
of trade in recent years have weakened the effectiveness of financial
contributions from international sources.
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Furthermme, these contributions entnil a heavy burden of servic
lUg which is mounting rnpidly, mninly owing to the amount of nmorti
l.atiou iu resp~ct of rdatiwly shmt-term credits. Thus servicing .::ompctcs
with au acth'e demaud tor imports tor the relatively scanty supply of
toreigu l.l.\Chauge I.mrm:d by exports.

Tills ph,,:uo1lleuou has no historical parallel. The old pattern of
llltemauoual trade, as it existed in the nineteenth century., was charac
t'·1il...:d, a:; ha:; already b..:ell pl'inted out, by a strong and steady growth
In e.\pilll:;, \\hich provided the means tor servicing debts. Any difficultie!l
which ,uose \\ere due nl't to stru..:tural defects, as new, but rather to
tinancial ullsbehaviour vr shl)rt-term cvclical contractions. In addition
l,1 ill this, there is the mounting burderi of external payments for mari
tune trdght auJ insurance. The developing countries own only 6 per
..:cul vi th.: wvdd maritime tl'llllage and this Cl-eates a. series of problems.
\ll'1I:l\\''':1, while the system of shipping conferences may be explained
0) th..: very nature Qt sea uansport, it involyes combines that restrict
''''illpclittOll anJ aIfe..:ts the developing countries a~ regards both the CO!lt
,If se1\J.ces and the imp"..:t of this ..:ost on various products depending on
Lh.:u degree ui pro..:e"sing. The desire to extend import substitution
'Allicy tll these senlces is therdore very understandable, but the infonna
lillll Sv far Jv~ilable in support of this poli,:y is very meagre. All this
:lc':<:~:iitatt:s .ther inquiry. and it is to be hoped that the infonnation
Il<:-:deJ for the purpose will be forthcoming.

This is a .;haracteristic picture of many of the developing countries,
especially those where industrialization has made most headway. None
"f thc l)th~rs, huwever, is, over the short or long term. immune to the
persistent ter-deney towards imbalance, except -in certain exceptional
..:a~es; and what is now happening in the more industrialized developing
.:vunuies foreshadow::. what will happen in the others unless a conscious
.lUd deliberate t:Ifort is made to influence t.he course of economic events
JuJ tu apply the enlightened policy which those events have made
lUlperative.
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I. 'I'llI' SLOW OIlOWllI Cl!' I'.XI'OllT8

As has been pointed out. the trend lownrds externul imbnlllnce in the
developing l'Olmtrics is Illninly 11 mnnifestntion of the di!lpnrlty between
the mtc uf growth of theh' primllry cxportl1 nnd thut of their imparl'! of
industrilll ~l'ods. While primary exports, with certllin exceptions, develofl
fairly slowly, demand for industrilll imports tends to uccelemte. This i!l a
spontaneous feature of economic development.

The slow growth of prilllnry exports is IIn inevitable results of tech
nological progress in the industrial centres. On the onc hand;thcre are
direct conscquences, since technological progress leads to the increasing
substitution of synthetics for natural products; and it is also reflected in
onc way or anothcr in the smaller raw material content of finished goods.
On the other hand, there llrc indirect consequences, since only a small
part of the incrcased pcr capita income generated by technol.Jgical prog
ress goes into the demand for foodstuffs and other staple COil.mmer goods,
as compared to the demanJ for industrial goods and servier;s which tends
to rise rapidly. It is significant, for example, that, in absolute terms, total
consumption of wheat in the United States has remained almost constant
since the beginning of the century. in spite of the rise in both population
and per capita income.

To all these developments must be added the remarkable effects of
the propagation of modern agricultural techniques in the advanced coun
tries.

One of the characteristics of technological progress is that it has not
permeated all productive activities or ali countries evenly, a fact which
largely explains the structural differences and consequent contrasts and
disparities in the development process. Until fairly recent times, techno
logical progress was confined to industrial production and had not spread
to agriculture to any great extent, except for mechanization. Finally, how
ever, the technological revolution reached this lagging sector, first in the
United States and then in Europe. Modem farming techniques made rapid
headway and in fact agriculture is becoming industrialized; thus, new
dynamic elements are being introduced into the economic complex, at
both the internal and the international levels. The old pattern of trade,
under which less developed countries were the suppliers of agricultural
exports, is undergoing a chance which may become permanent and thus
help to develop new forms of the international division of labour.
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1: so happens, however, that the enormous increase in output that has
ensued in some major industrial countries, has further weakened the
export 'trade in a number of agricultural products from the temperate zones
and also in some tropical or semi-tropical products. And here a very
significant fact emerges which is not the inevitable result of technological
progress but of political attitudes towards this progress, attitudes that are
certainly capable of being changed. In spite of the huge increases in
productivity, domestic prices in the industrial countries concerned usually
stay higher-and often much higher-than those on the international
market. In this way, or through the payment of subsidies to farmers, the
adverse effects of technological progress on prices are countered. But this
policy also provides an additional incentive to expand production, and
the expansion is often carried out on. marginal holdings and at excessive
costs. In order to guarantee a domestic consumer market for the increased
output, imports from other producing countries are restricted or elimi
nated by various devices that are not always compatible with the pro
visions of GATT. If this encouragement results in exportable surpluses,
such surpluses are exported by means of-subsidies or other incentives
which tend to depress world prices, while other producing countries are
unable to follow suit because of the very weakness of their economies.

Hence, the tendency of the terms of trade to deteriorate occurs in the
case of the highly industrialized countries too, largely as a result of tech
nological progress and in spite of their economic strength. This tendency
is the outcome of the well-known readjustment difficulties experienced by
primary production which are aggravated by technological progress, as
will be explained in the relevant part of this report.

The measures adopted in those countries and the social motives
underlying them are understandable: they do not wish the benefits of
greater productivity to be transferred to other sectors to the detriment of
producers. It is not this policy we have to discuss but rather the fact that
the harmful ~ffects of such measures on the primary exporting countries do
not appear to have been taken sufficiently into account. It is possible to
conceive of a price or income policy which does not encourage marginal
production in the industrialized countries and which guarantees the de
veloping countries a reasonable share in consumption. In other words, we
should visualize a policy which does not seek to solve the domestic prob
lems of the industrial countries by aggravating the problems of the devel-
oping countries. .

The restrictive measures applied to imports by the industrial coun
tries cover the whole vast range of primary items except for those which,
by their nature, cannot be produced domestically in trese countries.

In Wl:!stern Europe, cereals and meats, milk products, vegetable fats
and oils, sugar and other foodstuffs are thus well-protected by fixed or
flexible tariffs and import quotas. Thanks to this protection, it is possible
to p'\y domestic producers, as stated above, prices much higher than those
prevailing on the international market, or to grant them substantial sub-
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sidies. While the effects on consumption vary, depending on the nature of
the measures adopted, all these measures serve to stimulate increased
domestic production at the expense of imports, which have thus dropped
to a level where they are merely '"esidual.

In the United States, too, the impact of protectionism is significant
and is intensified, in the case of some agricultural products, by the sale of
surpluses abroad, which, despite efforts to prevent them from invading
traditional markets, have a harmful effect on other producin~ countries.

It is often asserted that the weiglit of the restrictive measures applied
to agricultural products from the temperate zones falls mainly on the
primary exports of industrial countries and that they consequently have
little effect on developing countries. But there are two reasons why this is
not so. The first is that certain Latin American and Mediterranean devel
oping countries which export such temperate~zone products are seriously
affected by these restrictions. The other is that the sale of surpluses in
world markets often displaces tropical or semi-tropical products. One
example is rice in the consumption of countries of the Far East and
Canada. Furthermore, oils and fats from the industrial countries are
tending to oust imports from developing countries; temperate-zone fruits
are tending to take the place of tropical varieties; and the competition
between beet sugar and cane sugar is seriously harming the developing
countries. as are highly subsidized exports of cotton, maize and tobacco
from industrial countries.

In addition to the foregoing, the following consideration must also
be borne in mind. International trade cannot be Q\rbitrarily fragmented,
and the unfavourable effect that sales of surpluses have on exports from
other developed countries also impairs their capacity to import from the
developing countries.

Thus, for example, the difficulties experienced by such countries as
Australia~ Canada, the United States and New Zealand are bound to affect
the ability and willingness of these countries to open up their internal
markets to larger shipments from developing countries.

Tropical products are not subject to import restrictions in the markets
of the industrial countries, but their,consumption is discouraged in some
of them by internal taxes which are usually more than the value of the
items imported. Furthermore, the preferences granted to certain countries
which export these tropical products are detrimental to the interests of
other developing countries.

Imports of many mineral products tend to rise as industrial develop
ment progresses. This is happening in the countries of western Europe,
which continue to depend on imports for most of their requirements in
minerals and non-ferrous metals, while the United States has become a
net importer rather than a net exporter of this group of products. Never
theless, the United States continues to restrict imports in the interest of
domestic production of lead, zinc and petroleum. Similarly, certain coal-
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producing western European countries levy duties and taxes on petroleum
products that compete most directly with coal.

The foregoing remarks relate to the advanced private-enterprise
countries. The socialist countries too have obviously made great efforts to
stimulate their primary production, and the technological revolution in
agriculture is proceeding there also. In recent years, as will be seen else
where, their imports of primary commodities from the developing coun
tries have increased rapidly, although not yet commensurately with their
economic potential. Consequently, the aforesaid objectives as regards a
reasonable share in consumption hold good in the case of the socialist
countries as well.

2. WHY THE PRICES OF PR.IMARY COMMODITIES TEND TO
DETERIORATE IN RELATIVE TERMS

The easing or elimination of protectionism in the industrial centres
could have a far-reaching effect on the prices of the goods benefiting
thereby. But it would be idle to believe -that this can have any decisive
effect on the downward trend of the terms of trade for primary com
modities in relation to industrial products, which has again prevailed in
the past decade. The factors operating in this direction have deeper roots
in the peripheral countries than in the industrial centres. The former
suffer from a congenital weakness that makes it extremely difficult, if
not impossible, for the deterioration to be checked by a decision,on their
part and on their part alone.

Owing to the slowness of the growth of demand for primary com
modities, only a dwindling proportion of the increment in the econom
ically active population in the developing countries can be absorbed in
their production, and the more productivity in primary activities rises as
a result of the assimilation of advanced techniques, the smaller will that
proportion be. The economically active population therefore has to be
shifted to industry and other activities.

This shift is a lengthy process, even in the industrial countries where
the proportion of the economically active population employed in pri
mary production is already relatively small. Hence the phenomena dis
cussed above. If the switch-over were effected rapidly and primary
production were quick to adjust itself to the slow growth of demand,
one of the requisites for obviating the deterioration of the terms of trade
would be fulfilled. -

For this to happen, industry and other sectors would have to develop
very rapidly in the peripheral countries and achieve a rate of growth much
higher than that heretofore attained in those countries, particularly if
efforts to introduce advanced techniques into primary production and
other low-productivity activities were intensified.

The magnitude of this process is indeed enormous. It should be
remembered that, although there are differences from country to coun-
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try, about 60 per cent, on the average, of the economically active popu
lation of the developing countries is still engaged in agriculture and other
branches of primary production, working generally at a low rate of
productivity, and that to this figure must be added that part of the eco
nomically active population engaged in artisan a-::tivities and personal
services at very low scales of remuneration. All these sectors of the popu
lation exert constant pressure on the real level of wages in the developing
countries and make it extremely difficult for this level to rise in direct
proportion to productivity as the latter improves with technological
progress. The increase in income generated by higher productivity in the
agricultural sector thus tends to shift to other parts of the domestic
market or abroad, as the case may be, provided that the shortage of
available land does not absorb the increase in income by raising the rent
for the benefit of landowners and provided that the play of market forces
is left undisturbed.

In the industrial countries, on the other hand, the relative shortage
of labour and strong trade-union organization allow wages not only to
rise as productivity increases out even, as often happens, to outstrip the
increase.

Thus there is a fundamental disparity in these trends. It is a conse
quence of the structural differences between industrial centres and pe
ripheral countries and it explains the tendency of the terms of trade to
worsen. The protection enjoyed by the primary commodities of the
industrial centres obviously encourages this tendency because it accen
tuates the disparity between demand for primary commodities in the
centres and demand for imports of manufactures in the periphery.

This should not be regarded as an immutable law. It is a trend which
can be slowed down or halted when the demand for primary commodities
in the major centres expands very rapidly either because of the speed
with which income rises or because of extraordinary requirements, and
it cannot be immediately followed by a corresponding expansion in
primary production. The terms of trade will then become favourable;
and if, as is usually the case, both land and manpower are available,
production will expand to the point where it exceeds demand and the
tendency of the terms of trade to deteriorate will reappear, particularly
if techniques which increase productivity are applied and the demand of
the industrial countries is restricted at the same time.

With an effort of the imagination it is possible to visualize a situa
tion of dynamic equilibrium in the distant future in which the trend in
question disappears as a result of the world-wide process of industriali
zation. If the advanced centres themselves have not yet succeeded in
reaching that stage, the countries on the periphery of the world economy
can hardly be expected to do so within a short space of time. The read
justment will come about in the end when the structural change is com
pleted, but the period of transition will be very long. In the meantime,
it is precisely through this period of transition that the present and
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successive generations are destined to live, and it is those generations
which will have to bring about the change. The change will also require
capital formation on a vast scale, to say nothing of time. In the developed
economies, capital formation, intrinsically very strong, is facilitated by
the very increase in productivity which accompanies technological prog
ress, whereas in the developing countries, owing to the transfer abroad
of income caused by the deterioration in the terms of trade, the capacity
for capital formation, intrinsically very feeble, will be further diminished.

It is obvious that, if technological progress in primary production is
intensified and if technology in the developing countries also undergoes
a revolution, without which they cannot grow faster, the tendency of the
terms of trade to deteriorate may be even stronger than in the recent past.
This i~ not a prediction. But, what factors can we descry on the economic
horizon that are capable of countering this tendency?

There are those who are inclined to set great store by the recent
firmness of primary commodity prices and indeed, the United Nations
index of world commodity export prices, having declined by the beginning
of 1961 to a level of 8 per cent below that of 1953, remained stable
during 1961 and 1962 and has since recovered more than half of the
loss since 1953. But can it be argued that the general trend has finally
reversed itself and that there is no longer any need to worry about the
possibility of further deterioration? Or ought we, on the contrary, to
face up to this phenomeuon with a great sense of foresight?

There are various ways in which this can be done: by means of
commodity agreements, which not only improve prices but also facilitate
access to the markets of the industrial countries, or by compensatory
financing. These are in fact convergent measures, the nature of which
will be analysed in the appropriate part of this report. Suffice it to say
here that there are difficulties but that they can be solved. However, for
the technical discussion to be profitable, it must be preceded by a political
decision of the first importance, namely, a decision to transfer, in one
way or another, to the countries exporting primary commodities the
extra income accruing to the industrial countries as a result of the
deterioration in the terms of trade.

From a pragmatic point of view this means recognizing that countries
experiencing a deterioration in the terms of trade have a prima facie
claim upon additional international resources-resources over and above
those which they would have received in the normal course of events.

Some aspects of this matter are rather delicate and might lead the
discussion on to barren ground unless we keep these pragmatic consid
erations uppermost in our minds. Practically speaking, the position is this.
The foreign earnings of the devt'loping countries have suffered severely
from the deterioration in the terms of trade. Unless these countries suc
ceed in obtaining additional resources, they will be unable to achieve the
reasonable rate of growth set as a target in their plans. The situation will
be worse still if the terms of trade deteriorate further in the future.
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World production and exports of primary commodities and
manufactures, 1960

''','",J'+~",...""_

I':

I

2.7
3.4
1.7
1.4

2.0
3.1
1.4
1.0

A verage annual
percentage

increase
(/928 to 1960)

VO/lIme
Index

(/928=100)

Production
Total..................................... 236

Manufacturing "......... 293
Primary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 170
Primary, excluding petroleum 159

Exports
Total.. .. .. 190

Manufactures 260
Primary commodities. • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 158
Primary commodities, excluding petroleum.... 137

Additional resources, then, are indispensable, and it is the purpose of
compensatory financing to provide them through such a transfer, in so
far as the purpose is not achieved through higher prices. This would
give economic development plans a large measure of stability which can
certainly not be achieved by expedients designed simply to cushion the
impact of fluctuations in exports, although such expedients arc an im
portant step in the right direct:ion. T\:1ese plans will have to De reviewed
whenever necessary in order to deal with the consequences of deterio
ration. In other words, compensatory operations must be an integral
part of a more rational policy for financing development.

SOURCE: Bureau of General Economic Research and Policies of the United
Nations Secretariat.

1 Throughout the chapter, data relate to non-socialist countries unless otherwise
specified.

2 Excluding petroleum.

3. THE INFLUENCE OF THESE FACTORS ON THE DEVELOPMENT

OF PERIPHERAL EXPORTS

All the factors mentioned above can be summed up in some very
eloquent figures. These figures reflect the fundamental changes that have
been taking place in the international economy and having such a great
effect on the peripheral countries. They reveal first and foremost the
contrast between the periods before and after the great world depression.

Before the depression, trade in manufactures and trade in primary
commodities grew steadily and at much the same rate. Between 1876
and 1929, the cumulative annual rate of growth of both was approxi
mately 2.5 per cent.

With the great depression, a truly striking disparity began to appear,
for the first time since the industrial revolution. Trade in manufactures
expanded faster than during the earlier period, while primary commodity
trade ~lumped. Thus the first group of products registered an annual rate
of growth of 3.1 per cent, l while the latter trade grew at an annual rate of
only 1 per cent2 (see the following table):
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This sharp decline in primary exports was due to a combination of
two types of factors, as explained above. First, there were spontaneous
economic factors which led to a slackening in relative demand for primary
commodities, and, secondly, there were factors deriving from the protec
tionist policy of the industrial centres.

The first type is retlected in the difference in the growth rate of output
for the two groups of products. During the same period 01 1928-1960,
when the annual rate of growth of output of manufactures for the world
as a whole was 3.4 per cent, the corresponding percentage for primary
commodities was only 1.4." The second type is reflected in the difference
between the latter growth rate of 1.4 per cent and the grpwth rate of I
per cent for primary exports." Primary exports increased at a slower rate
than the aforesaid lA per cent because production for the home market
developed more rapidly than exports, mainly owing to the barriers placed
in the way of exports.

Now we come to another very interesting aspect. These figures for
the period following the great world depression do not reflect the full
complexity of the situation. The first part of the period was influenced by
the adverse effects of the depression and the Second World War. But
thereafter primary exports made a strong recovery which carried them to
levels even higher than those reached during the pre-depression period.
Thus, between 1950 and 1961, world exports ef these products grew at
an annual rate of 4.6 per cent. Nevertheless, there were no grounds for
satisfaction for most of the developing countries, since this trend did not
help them. First, the large industrial countries-usually on the basis of
subsidies-and the few petroleum-exporting countries accounted for the
marked increase in primary exports. Secondly, there were the adverse
effects of the deterioration in the terms of trade.

The significance of these facts is such that they deserve further
elaboration. The industrial countries greatly enlarged their share of world
exports of primary commodities from 47 per cent in 1950 to 55 per cent
in 1961, whereas over the same period the share of the developing coun
tries fell from 41 per cent to 29 per cent. 1

Thus, while world exports of primary commodities grew at the rate
of -1-.6 per cent, the exports of the developing countries expanded at the
rate of 1.9 per cent}

We may now turn to the adverse effects of the deterioration in the
terms of trade. Between 1950 and 1961, the terms of trade of primary
commodities fell by 26 per cent4 in relation to those of manufactures,
mainly owing to the rise in the price of the latter.

It should be noted, however, that the magnitude of the deterioration
was less for some develo ng countries than this figure indicates, because

" Excluding petroleum.
, Excluding petroleum. Based on data provided by the Statistical Office of the

United Nations.
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those countries also import primary commodities and export manufac
turcs, evcn if on a small scale in the lattcr case. From thc over-all stand
point, cvcn if thcse circumstanccs arc taken into account, the deterioration
in thc tcrms of trade bctwcen developing and devcloped countries ovcr the
period in question was 17 per cent.'·

In ordcr to bring out the significancc of this fact, we may compare
the elfects of the movement in the terms of trade with the net allocation of
international finance to the developing countries. The net inflow of all
types of finance (loans, investmcnts and grants-in-aid) from 1950 to 1961
amounted to $47.4 billion." This figure drops to $26.5 billion, if remit
tances of interest and profits for the same period are deducted. The fall in
the purchasing power of total exports7 from the developing countries due
to the deterioration in the terms of trade has been estimated at almost
$13.1 billion, which means that, after the cost of servicing is deducted,
approximately half of the benefit of this inllow was nullified by the adverse
effects of the deterioration in the terms of trade. This phenomenon
occurred in different degrees of intensity in the several developing regions
and was particularly severe in Latin America, where the effects of the
deterioration for the same period were calculated at approximately $10.1
billion. It should be emphasized, in addition, that during the same period
net inflows of foreign capital of all types" to this region reached the figure
of $9.6 billion, whereas Latin American remittances abroad amounted to
$13.4 billion.

Let us now examine the impact on growth rates. As mentiOl,,,,d above,
from 1950 to 1961 the volume of the developing countries' exports of
primary commodities, excluding petroleum, rose by 1.9 per cent a year.
The figure rises to 3.6 per cent if their exports of manufactures l!'ld
petroleum" are included. If there had been no deterioration in the terms
of trade, the import capacity generated by exports together with the inflow
of international resources-again minus the cost of servicing-would have
increased by 4.5 per cent a year. Because of the deterioration, however,
this did not happen, so that the developing countries' capacity to import
expanded by only 3.5 per cent a year.

This expansion in the capacity to import was very far from satisfying
the demand for imports generated by economic development. The rate of
growth of the aggregate income of the peripheral countries during the
period was approximately 4.4 per cent. The demand for imports, for the
reasons already indicated elsewhere, must have been considerably greater
than this average rate. Through import substitution it was possible to
reduce the effectiye growth of imports to 4.6 per cent, which is still higher
than the rate of 3.5 per cent at which the capacity to import was growing.
The developing countries were able to do this only by making inroads in
their currency reserves and increasing their external short-term liabilities.

r. Excluding petroleum. Based on data provided by the Statistical Office of the
United Nations.

" Including private reinvestment.
7 Including socialist countries and petroleum.
S Including socialist countries.
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Chaptl"r III

INDUSTRIALIZATION AND THE NEED TO
EXPORT ;\IANUFACTURES

1. INWARD-LOOKING INDUSTRIALIZATION

If the peripheral countries manage to secure a larger share for their
primary exports in the consumption of the industrial countries, this,
together with the transfer of income from the latter countries to the
fo~mer to offset the effects of the deterioration in the terms of trade,
will help to narrow the trade gap but will not in itself be enough to close it.
These measures will be palliatives, and the relief they afford, though
considerable in some cases. will be of limited scope owing to the size of
the gap. Hence. the absolute necessity of building up trade in industrial
exports. Exports of manufactures ought to have been the natural com
plement of the industrialization of the peripheral economies. But it would
not have been easy to develop such exports in the very midst of the
world slump of the 1930's, when industrialization was beginning to gain
momen~um in a number of peripheral countries. At that time, the indus
trial countries. as has already been stated, were obliged to adopt measures
severely restricting their imports. Would they, in those circumstances, have
permitted the entry of industrial exports from developing countries when
they were placing such serious barriers in the way of the latter's primary
exports?

Some developing countries, too, had to protect themselves in those
days by applying similar measures in order to offset the shrinkage of their
export trade and. later. the patent and persistent tendency of that trade
to expand slowly.

Thus protected. industrialization began to gain momentum, rather
as a defensive reaction aimed at overcoming adverse circumstances and
external imbalance than as a clearly conceived and rational design.

A process thus took shape that was very different from the one that
had characterized the emergence of new industrialized countries from
the latter half of the nineteenth century onwards following the example
originally set by the United Kingdom. The United Kingdom at that time
applied no protectionist tariffs; they were, generally speaking, relatively
low in the European countries; and in the peripheral countries they either
did not exist or usually served fiscal purposes. In this propitious interna
tional setting, industrialization was able to turn outwards, in addition to
satisfying internal requirements. And in this way the countries in process
of industrialization reaped the benefits of specialization and of an ade-
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quate scale of production. Industrialization thus proceeded in an environ
ment of expanding international trade.

The contrast with what happened after the great depression is
striking. Circumstances compelled industrialization to turn inwards like
a simple import substitution process-simple but generally costly. Could
there have been any alternative? Could the industrialized countries, in
their efforts to fight the depression with tariffs and other restrictions, con
ceivably have encouraged imports of industrial goods from the peripheral
regions? Of course not. Nor is it at all likely, given the ease with which
domestic production could be geared to import substitution under strong
protection and with a relatively guaranteed and expanding internal
market, that the countries just embarking on industrialization would have
set a different course and directed their efforts towards hostile and risky
external markets. '

Thus, in the developing countries which undertook to industrialize at
that time, industrialization proceeded piecemeal in a large number of
watertight compartments with little inter-communication, to the serious
detriment of productivity.

The Second World War gave this form of inward-looking industriali
zation stiIl further impetus, and nothing happened thereafter to alter this
characteristic trend. Industrialization based on import substitution has
certainly been of great assistance in raising income in those developing
countries, but it has done so to a much lesser extent than would have been
the case had there been a rational policy judiciously combining import
substitution with industrial exports.

The experience of the countries-especially the Latin American
countries-which were thus becoming industrialized in watertight com
partments is of particular interest in this connexion, because it iIlustrates
the problems that the other developing countries may have to face if,
for lack of external markets, they too are forced to look inwards in their
industrial development. The former countries are now confronted with
the following consequences of their industrial development:

(a) The simple and relatively easy phase of import substitution has
reached, or is reaching, its limit in tpe countries where industrialization
has made most progress. As this happens, the '1eed arises for technically
complex and difficult substitution activities, which usually require great
capital intensity and very large markets if a reasonable degree of eco
nomic viability is to be attained. Thus there are limits to import substi
tution in the developing countries which cannot be exceeded witP0ut a
frequent and considerable waste of capital.

Moreover, the extension of import substitution to a wider range of
goods generates or increases demand for other imports, whether of raw
materials and intermediate goods to manufacture products in respect of
which such substitution is taking place, or of new lines of capital goods
or consumer goods that technology is constantly creating.
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( b) The relative smallness of national markets, in addition to other

adverse factors, has often made the cost of industries excessive and neces

sitated recourse to very high protective tariffs; the latter in turn has had

unfavourable effects on the industrial structure because it has encouraged

the establishment of small uneconomical plants, weakened the incentive

to introduce modern techniques, and slowed down the rise in productivity.

Thus a real vicious circle has been created as regards expOlis of manu

factured goods. These exports encounter great difficulties because internal

costs are high, and internal costs are high because, among other reasons,

the exports which would enlarge the markets are lacking. Had it been

possible to develop industrial exports, the process of industrialization

would have been more economical, for it would have made possible the

international division of labour in manufacturing.

(c) Usually industrialization has not been the result of a programme

but has been dictated by adwrse external circumstances which made it

necessary to restrict or ban imports; these measures have been applied

especially to non-essential imports thl\j can be dispensed with or post

poned. Thus home production of these goods has been encouraged,

absorbing scarce production resources, often regardlesf. of cost. A more

rational policy would have given priority to import subst\tution in respect

of goods which could be produced m,der more favourable conditions than

others, not only consumer goods, as has generally been the case, but also

raw materials aJ1(l ;!,termediate and capital. goods.

(d) This substitution in respect of non-essential or not urgently

needed goods has led those developing C'0untries which are most advanced

in the process of industrialization to concentrat~, so far as their imports

are concerned, on essential goods, particularly those required by produc

tive activities. Hence, any sizable drop in the earning:: of primary exports

cannot be offset as easily as in former times by compressing imports,

because nowadays the margin of such imports that can be eliminated

without slowing the pace or internal economic activity and employment is

much narrower.

(e) Finally, excessive prQtectionism has generally insulated national

markets from external competition, weakening and even destroying the

incentive necessary for improving the quality of output and lowering costs

under the private-enterprise system. It has thus tended to stifle the initia

tive of enterprises as regards both the internal market and exports.

The development of industrial exports, in addition to counteracting

the potential trade gap, will make it possible gradually to increase the

advantages of industrialization by correcting its defects. This applies not

only to the developing countries which have already started this process

and are making headway, but also to the others, especially those which

have emerged with the collapse of the colonial system. A process of frag

mentation even greater than that which previously existed in the interna

tional economy is now taking place. Nearly one hundred of the developing

countries haw each less than 15 million inhabitants and in two thirds of
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them the population is less than 5 million; their national markets are
handicapped not only by the smallness of their populations but also, in
many cases, by their extremely low incomes per capita.

These countries must become industrialized, come what may, for,
generally speaking, they do not have sufficient agriculture to provide ade
quate employment for the increment in the economically active popula
tion, r~rticulal'1y when new techniques are introduced which increase
productivity and reduce the relative demand for labour.

On the other hand, the circumstances in which the great industrial
countries now find themselves are very different from those of the 1930's
and the post-war period, yet the atmosphere prevailing in those countries
has often not encouraged industrial exports from the developing countries.
Moreover, the latter, in their turn, usually lack a clear-cut policy for
promoting their manufactured goods.

2. BARRIERS IN THE INDUSTRIAL CENTR~S' TO EXPORTS OF

MANUFACTURES FROM THE PERIPHERY

The barriers which the industrial countries have placed in the way
of exports of manufactures from the developing countries are of long
standing and have recently become greater in some cases.

Among the foremost of such barriers special mention should be made
of differential tariffs. These tariffs seriously hamper the processing of raw
materials in the developing countries, because as a rule they rise in pro
portion to the degree of processing.1

No special attention has been devoted to these differential tariffs in
the GATT customs negotiations, although their importance has been rec
ognized in that organization's reports. It is understandable that the tariff
cuts granted to each other by the industrial countries which are Contract
ing Parties of GATT, although extended to the less advanced countries
under the most-favourednnation clause, had no significant effect on them,
since the goods to which they applied were usually those of interest to the
former countries and not to the latter.

Furthermore, in cases where some developing countries have sur
mounted the obstacles and: as a result of preferences or relatively low
tariffs, have succeeded in securing a fbothold for their industrial exports
in certain major centres, the latter have imposed restrictions on imports
from such countries to prevent a disruption of the market.

This has happened even in cases where there were no balance-of
payments or unemployment problems, two of the reasons usually cited to
justify import restrictions. The countries of western Europe, in spite of
their large trade surplus and manpower slJ.ortage, have not been noted for
a liberal import policy towards manufactures from developing countries.
Thus, in 1962, so far as total manufactures2 imported by the EEC coun-

1 These differential tariffs also exist in the developing countries and obstruct
their recipror:>.l trade.

2 Exc1uoing non-ferrous metals and slightly processed materials.
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trit:s art: conl'erncd, the proportion imported from all develnpinR wunltlffl:
tluctuated bem'een only I and 4 per cent. wherea!l. the corrc'tpol1dinR
proportions were 11 per cent for the United State!! and 12 per cent for
tht: Unitt:d Kingdom. The United Kingdom import' more manufactllrc~

f~..ml the dt:veloping countries than does the entire Europclln fi.cnnomic:
Community, and between 40 and 50 per cent '.If the wtton textiles it (;on,o
sumcs ..:mnes from them and Japan.

Unfortunately, both the United State,> and the Umted Kin~clom have
made their policy considerably less liberal hy concludin~ a~reement~ \'J/lrh
the developing countries \vhich severely limit the latter'q exporfll of manu
factures. For example, under existing arrangements, if exportll to the
United States and the United Kingdom remain unchanged, If qeems \ln~

likely that exports of cotton textiles, which expanded at the rate of 14
per cent from 1955 to 1961. will be able to increase by more than) per
cent in the next few years.

Apart from cotton textiles, there are also restrictions on jute and
tobacco products, preserved tish, coconut fibre article~, qewinl!-machines
and bicycles.

It should be noted that, in addition to import restnctions, limitations
are frequently inlposed through administrative procedures. Sometimes
private enterprises also introduce their own restrictions, eIther by prevent~

ing imports of products manufactured by their subsidiaries or affiliate.; in
the developing countries or in other ways. '

The problems created by some industrial imports from developing
countries cannot be disregarded, but neither should they be exaggerated.
Unfortunately these imports have covered a small range of products and
countries, -I and if the range of both were substantially wider, this diversi
fication would by itself considerably reduce the risk of disrupting the
markets of the developing countries.

Moreover. the volume of industrial goods which the developing coun
trlt:s 11eed to export to reach their growth targets is by no means unman
ageable. As wilt be seen bdow. if half the potential gap were to be
covered by such exports by 1970, this would represent only between
.j. and 5 per cent of the increment in the advanced private-enterprise
countries' consumption of manufactures. These proportions would. of
course, be lower still if the more industrially advanced socialist countries
are induded in the calculations.

Can so tiny a. figure possibly be a cause of anxiety? Reference is often
made to the sacrifice that exports from the peripheral countries would

i :\ well-known ~xamp!e of this type of action is th~ so-called Noordwijk Club.
turm~d by pruduc~rs of cotton textiles in Austria, Switzerland and the EEC coun
lri~s for lh~ purpose of preventing the r~-export to counlri~s membars of the Club
dild to Ihe associated African States of cotton textiles imported from the developing
.;,>unlri~s. The Noordwijk agreemer' is implemented by the Governments of the
';[llb members.

I India. Honk Kl>ng, Israel cmd :\Ilexico account for more. than half of the in
,lu,tridl exports from developing countries.
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cntail for thl.' Indll~lrial mlllntrleA. nllt neither thc uhovc figurc nor the
nature of tilt' Pl'lll~l'~~ itlVlllvl'd enn renlly he dCAcrlhed UA a Allcrifice.
For these addillllnnl l'XPlll't~ from the devrinplng countricA would very
soon be rctlccted in flltthrr importA from Ihe majnr ccntreA. particularly
of capitlllatld intclmcdlntr ~lllldA. ,[,hcAe arc preclAcJy the goodA in which
the prodllctivity of thc itldll!ltl'ial centrcA iA very high lInd which carn
very substantial slim". '1'0 export IIl1ch gondll in incrcnslng quantitics
against imports of nllkles whirh they mnnllfacture with relatively le!!s
cfliciency, far from hl'in~ n NI\(:rillce, wOllld he n pllllitive advantnge.

3. A NFW SllIlSlITll'llON l'OI.lCV WI'IIIIN TIW RI((J/ONAI. OROl1PINWi

The stress just laid on industrial export!l doe!! not mean that import
substitution policy Shmlld IX' nhandoned. On the contmry. it should he
maintained. In clllculating the potential trade gap, It WII!! a!!!!umed that
the tcmpo of the slIhstitlltlml pl'ocess will remain the Rume as in the pa!!t.
There is still n margin for import suhstitution, although it ha!! shrunk
considerably in those peripheral cmmtrics which have made more head
way with industrialization. The margin could be appreciably widened if
substitution were to be carried out, not within each individual country's
domestic market, but within gmupings of countries so as to reap more
easily the benefits of competition, specialization and economics of scale.

This more rational form of substitution policy could be applied to
imports not only of goods but also of selvices, such as freight and insur
ance, which form an important component of the potential gap. Further
more, in some cases the export of these services might be increased if a
colIeetive approach were to be adopted through such groupings. But tile
difficulties in the way nre by no means negligible.

It is sometimes assumed u'1at the formation of such groupings is a
valid alternative to the expansion of industrial exports to the developed
countries. Import substitution policy, if applied by a large grouping of
developing countries, could certainly carry the process further and en
sure greater economic viability than at present. But the effectiveness of
such a policy has its limitations.

First and foremost, beyond n certain point import substitution be
comes increasingly difficult and costly. Several factors nccount for this:
the lack of natural resources; the technical complexity of certain indus
tries; and the inadequate scale of production even in a grouping of de
veloping countries. If even Inrge economic areas, endowed with a wide
variety of abundant natural resources and a high level of technical skill,
are interested in promoting the international division of labour, they do
so because they find the interchange advantageous. Can countries in a
less satisfactory economic and technological position possibly deny
themselves such advantage even if they group together? In any event,
it takes time for these groupings to develop, and, even if they made
considerable and effective headway with their sub!>titution policy, they
would still hnve to pass through a period during which it would be
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extremely convenient for them to export increasing quantities of manu
factures in order to supply themselves especially with the capital goods
they require to complete and consolidate this development.

Again, the steady advance of technology in the manufacture both
of new and more efficient capital goods and of consumer goods adds
further advantages to those of trade visualized in purely static terms.
Not all the industrial countries keep step so far as modern techniques are
concerned and these innovations are not evenly distributed over the vast
range of goods. A mounting flow of trade has the merit of quickly dis
seminating the goods that incorporate these new techniques. If the devel
oping countries were to closet themselves within their own groupings,
they would be lagging behind continually in the march of technological
progress, since their primary expo~ts would not earn them nearly enough
to purchase such goods. It is inconceivable that, in the foreseeable future,
they will have access to the innovations in question or be able to incor
porate them in their own production if they are compelled to restrict
their imports of capital goods in this way.

Lastly, within a regional grouping: particularly if it is very limited
in scope, there is a risk that its smaller members may become too de
pendent on their larger l!.ssociates; perhaps the best way to pl:event this
is through the diversification of their export trade in respect of both
products and countries of destination. And this can only be achieved at
the world trade level.

All these points explain why the developing countries' have dis
played great interest in expanding their trade with the more advanced
countries. Actually the problem of narrowing and closing the potential
gap must be attacked simultaneously on both fronts. Their interde
pendence is obvious. The expansion of industrial exports to the rest of
the world will undoubtedly have beneficial effects on trade between coun
tries of the same region. In turn, if regional exports of manufacture are
thus increased, the industries concerned will be in a better position to
compete with the rest of the world.
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Chapter IV

GA'IT AND THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

1. THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF GAIT

GATT has important achievements to its credit. Follnwing the inter
war period of chaos, it introduced a new concept of a rule ef law in world
trade. One may criticize the particular character of some of the law that
has been applied. But this should not be allowed to obscure the fact that
the decision of Governments that world trade should be subject to this law
was in itself of vital importance in this field.

In the past, increases in trade restrictions by particular countries have
frequently led to a spiral of retaliation in which all have lost and none have
gained. The application of a rule of law in world trade has already helped
to limit excesses of this type and could do much more if the law itself were
made more responsive to contemporary needs.

A second virtue of GATT is its machinery for complaint and consul
tation. Each member country has an opportunity to bring forward in
stances in which it feels that it has suffered injury at the hands of another
member, and can claim the redress authorized or adequate compensation,
although it must be admitted that this procedure has often not been effec
tive in practice.

GATT also provides a forum in which countries can discuss the
impact of one another's trade policies, with a view to reaching a satisfac
tory accommodation.

Within this framework of rules and consultative machinery, GATT
hils brought about considerable reductions in the tariffs and other restric
tions on world trade that were established during the difficult period fol
lowing the great depression. .

It is true, however, that these reductions have been of benefit mainly
to the industrial countries and that the developing countries generally
have obtained very little direct benefit from this process. But in so far as
the reduction of tariffs and restrictions may have created a more favourable
basis for growth in the industrial countries, some indirect benefit will have
accrued to the developing countries in the form of a higher demand for
their exports than would otherwise have occurred.

Finally, since the publication of the report, Trends in International
Trade, in October 1958, GAIT has been making a serious effort to
conduct its activities in a way that would take more adequate account of
the unsatisfactory position of developing countries in world .trade. Still,
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it must be admitted that the positive results of these efforts, after more
than five years, have been somewhat disappointing. But the problem itself
has been recognized, and this recognition led to the consideration of a
Programme of Action by a GAIT Meeting of Ministers in May 1963, and
subsequently to efforts to implement that Programme. The matter now
rests with Governments: if this Prograrilme of Action could be fully carried
out by all countries concerned, a very important step forward would have
been taken. The resolutions relating to the Kennedy round were also
adopted at this Meeting of Ministers. The principle of not demanding full
reciprocity from the developing countries was accepted, among others,
during these negotiations on tariffs and other barriers to trade. In addition,
the achievement of satisfactory conditions of access to world markets for
agricultural products was set as an objective.

The GAIT Tariff Conference of 1960/61 resulted in very limited
benefits for the less developed countries; it is to be hoped that the Kennedy
round will produce a more favourable balance in view of its significance as
crucial evidence of the practical benefits which GATT can offer to HIe
developing countries.

Furthermore, it is acknowledged that GATT has a very efficient
secretariat, a fact that is borne out by its studies and the careful prepara
tion of its negotiations; and it has also shown its ability to adapt itself to
the changing realities of the times.

The above comments on GATT should be approached within a broad
perspective. We can now see clearly things which were still confused and
vague in the Havana days. The absolute necessity of industrialization for
the peripheral countries had not been recognized or realized nor had the
need to intensify this process as advanced techniques permeated into ag
riculture. Another thing which was not properly understood was the
persistent trend towards external imbalance, which was attributed more to
the inflationary policy of Governments than to the nature of the growth
phenomenon. In addition, the developing countries were still very far
from stating their position and defining their aspirations and attitudes.
The end of the colonial era was only just in sight. And social tensions in
the developing countries were not then so conspicuous or so pressing as
they now are. We can now see all this clearly and there is an increasingly
strong feeling that a very great effort will have to be made to alleviate and
eliminate those tension,S, which have such a great impact on world peace.

This effort could no longer take the form of afew rules and principles
specifying what must be avoided; it is essential also to determine what must
be done and to formulate a policy which meets this need for positive action.

Why has GATT not been as efficacious for the developing countries
as for the industrial countries? There are two main reasons. First, the
Havana Charter, as has already been said, is based on the classic concept
that the free play of international 'economic forces by itself leads to the
optimum expansion of trade and the most efficient utilization of the world's
productive resources; rules and principles are therefore established to
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guarantee this free play. Secondly, the rules and principles in question have
not always been strictly complied with and, even though they seem to have
been observed in the letter in certain instances, the spirit underlying them
has not been respected.

2. THE STRUCTURAL DIFFERENCES AND THEIR CONSEQUENCES

The free play concept is admissible in relations between countries that
are structurally similar, but not between those whose structures are al
together different as are those of the industrially advanced and the develop
ing countries. These structural differences show themselves in various ways
which were outlined in the preceding section.

The structural origin of the deterioration in the terms of trade has
already been indicated and there is no need to revert to the subject here.
It wi!l be recalled that the Havana Charter mentions this phenomenon at
one point. Elsewhere, however, in the articles relating to commodity
agreements, the predominant idea that ultimately emerges is that basic
market trends should not be impeded.

We have also commented on the disparities in international demand,
which also derive from structural differences. This is a fundamental point
which does not seem to have been given the importance it deserves in the
Havana Charter. Thus, in seeking to lower or eliminate tariffs and re
strictions with a view to promoting trade, neither the Charter nor the
Agreement draws any distinr;tion between developed and developing
countries. And since there is an initial assumption of homogeneity, such
reductions have to be equivalent everywhere. This is the principle of
conventional reciprocity that prevailed until recently. The fact that these
disparities place primary and industrial exporting cOuntries in diametri
cally opposite positions has not been taken into consideration. Hence the
importance of the fact that the need to depart from the idea of conven
tional reciprocity was recognized in the Kennedy round.

The former group of countries, given the relatively slow growth of
their primary exports, cannot cope with the intensive demand for indus
trial imports unless they alter the composition of the imports in question,
replacing some of them by domestic production so as to be able to
increase others. In the absence of an export trade in manufactured goods,
the only alternative left open to the developing countries is to grow at the
slow tempo set by their primary exports, or to encourage these substitu
tion activities by means of protectionism so as to develop more rapidly
and preyent or correct the external imbalance as they develop.

If protectionism is kept within certain bounds, Le., if it is applied
only to the extent necessary to counteract the disparity in demand, there
is no reason why it should have a depressive effect on the dynamics of
world trade; on the contrary, it should have a purely balancing influence.
Within these limits, not only is industrialization compatible with the devel
opment of primary production and exports, but an optimum relation
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between the two, conducive to intensive economic development, is con
ceivable. Of course, if a developing country weakens its primary export
position by measures which act as disincentives and its place is not filled
by other exporting countries, these depressive effects on international
trade will be inevitable. But such effects, however we may look at them,
are not inherent in the industrialization of the peripheral countries.

On the other hand, protectionism in respec~ of primary production
in the countries exporting manufactured goods does exert a depressive
influence, since the disparity in demand, instead of being levelled out, is
accentuated, to the obvious detriment of world trade and the growth of
the developing countries. In this form, protectionism helps in these
centres to slow down still further the growth of the developing countries'
primary exports, and hence the expansion of imports of the manufactures
needed for their development. In other words, protectionism in respect
of primary production in the industrial countries has definitely unfavour
able repercussions on international trade and ~omrels the peripheral
countries to adopt further import substitution meuJures so they can
continue their development; thus it makes this development even more
difficult by curtailing their opportunities for an advantageous interna
tional division of labour. The Havana Charter fails to recognize this lack
of symmetry and its practical implications for trade policy.

Given the prevailing conception, the objective pursued when that
Charter was drawn up could be summed up in the following simple terms.
The restrictions and tariffs which had been doing so much to distintegrate
the world economy had to be gradually removed and the free play of
international economic forces thus restore. The reduction and elimination
of restrictions and tariffs would also cover the primary commodities
imported by the industrial countries, and, in return, the countries export
ing these primary commodities would have to lower their import tariffs
on manufactured goods.

Herein lies the concept of the symmetry of a situation that was far
from symmetrical: if the peripheral countries wished to reap the benefits
of a liberal tariff policy for primary imports in the industrial centres, they
likewise had to make equivalent concessions in their own tariffs. This is
the serious drawback of such a conception of trade policy: the failure
to take into account the fact that those equivalent concessions would
intensify the trend towards trade imbalance inherent in the disparity of
"international demand, instead of helping to correct it.

Great strides have been made of late towards recognizing that these
rules of reciprocity in trade negotiations must be changed because of the
economic inequality betWeen countries. A clear distinction must be made,
however, between this conventional reciprocity and real reciprocity.

This is a very important point which must be borne in mind. The
request for reciprocity in negotiations between countries which have not
structural disparity in their demand is logical. Indeed, it is essential for the
stability of the world economy that any expansion of exports which a given
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country achieves on the basis of concessions from the others should be
accompanied by concessions granted to the latter, so that its imports from
them can increase.

In the case of trade between the developing and the indu&trial coun
tries, the situation is different. Since the former tend to import more than
they export-owing to the international disparity in demand-concessions
granted by the industrial countries tend to rectify this disparity and are
soon reflected in an expansion of their exports to the developing countries.
In other words, the developing economies, given their great potential
demand for imports, can import more than they would otherwise have
been able to do had those concessions not been granted. Thus there iJ a
real or implicit reciprocity, independent of the play of conventional con
cessions. And this is what must be recognized in international trade policy.

This distinction is inherent at the transitional stage through which
the developing countries are passing. The disparity in world demand does
not have to be a permanent phenomenon. As the structure of production
gradually changes with industrialization and industrial exports, this dis
parity will tend to disappear. Indeed, as such exports, both to advanced
and to other developing countries; make headway, the disparity can be
levelled out gradually. When this happens-and only then-will the bases
have been laid for conventional reciprocity between the industrialized
countries and countries that are pressing on along the road of industrializa
tion. But this is a long process for most of the developing countries.

3. COMPLIANCE WITH RULES AND PRINCIPLES

It was stated at the beginning of this section that GATT had not been
effective from the standpoint of developing countries for two main reasons.
The first, inherent in the concept of the free play of international economic
forces, has just been described. Let us now consider the second: the failure
to comply with rules and principles. We shall not undertake an inquiry
from the point of view of the relevant texts; we shall rather examine the
spirit in which they seem to have been drafted.

The first question to be asked is whether, in the industrial countries,
excessive agricultural protectionism aiming at self-sufficiency is consistent
with this spirit of GATT, with this,pbjective of expanding trade and not
restricting it. This is especially relevant to the restrictions on agricultural
imports in western European countries which were intensified at a time
When the restrictions on industrial imports, imposed during the post-war
period, were being liberalized. It has already been seen that such protec
tionism-and protectionism in respect of primary commoditip..s in general
accentuates the disparities of demand and compels the peripheral countries
to reduce their imports still further to the detriment of trade and the tempo
of development in the periphery.

In practice, whenever the industrial countries have needed to scfe
guard their domestic production, whether in agriculture or in mining, from
foreign competition, they have found direct and indirect ways. of doing so.

31



.. -""".~-~~C£.."'. ...x .....,-"""'...~~"""'.... ~::='- '~'"--',.,~':~:

This is what finally happened with respect to the developing coun
tries. It was not so in the early days, when GATT tried to lower the tariffs
of the developing countries and to keep protectionism in check. Later,
however, it showed greater unders~anding of their difficulties. A point has
thus been reached where such countries can in fact apply, in one form or
another, such measures to restrict imports as the persistent trend towards
external imbalance would seem to make advisable.

Hence it is not surprising that protectionism has been carried too far
by many developing countries. Are the tariffs and restrictions in which this
protectionism is reflected sacrosanct? The need for protectionism in the
developing countries is now recognized and no longer a subject of contro
versy. But in several of these countries the tariffs are much higher than is
needed to compensate for differences in cost. Their readjustment k thereby
fully warranted and this should be' an important item in the policy to be
formulated at the Conference. The readjustment is justified, however, not
by considerations of conventional reciprocity so long as the disparities of
demand remain uncorrected, but by the desirability of progressively en
couraging competition and vitalizing the industry of the developing coun
tries. thus helping to accelerate their rate of growth. Nevertheless, no such
readjustment would be possible unless exports expand and the external
bottle-neck hampering development was reduced until it ceased to exist,
for if foreign competition is to have this effect, it is essential for a country
to have sufficient external resources to cope with the possible impact of
tariff reduction on its imports and to avoid new elements of imbalance in
trade.

The correction of excessive protectionism could be undertaken only
in connexion with the over-all policy considered in this report. It could not
be an isolated or immediate process; it would have to take place as the
targets for increasing exports were reached. In this way it will be possible
to continue lowering the excessive tariffs and other unnecessary barriers
by applying a rational concept of protectionism.

4. PREFERENCES AND TRADE AMONG INJ)USTRIAL COUNTRIES

We shall now pass to another important aspect of the GATT system,
namely, the matter of preferences. What do they imply with respect to the
primary objective of expanding trade? No valid generalizations can be
formulated on this subject, for a distinction must be drawn between the
different types of preferences before their significance can be perceived.
The following types may be distinguished: preferences between industrial
ized countries, preferences between industrial and developing countries,
and preferences between developing countries. This distinction already in
dicates the role played by differences of economic structure, but there are
other factors too that must be considered in this examination.

The first type of preference finds its fullest expression in the EEC,
whose population and economic magnitude are similar to those of the
United States. The preferences that the member countries grant each
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other are intended to convert their reciprocal trade into internal trade.1

This preferential system is giving a powerful impetus to trade among the
member countries. Is this irreconcilable with the expansion of trade with
other industrial countries and with the developing countries in general?

These two objectives are not at all incompatible. The integration to
which the Community aspires, through the lowering of tariffs until they
are completely eliminated, will tend to increase trade among its members
more quickly than their aggregate income: in other words, it will tend to
raise the coefficient of internal trade within the Community itself. Now
this expansion of reciprocal trade could also be effected at the expense of
trade with the rest of the world, with a consequent decline in the corre
sponding import coefficient. But not necessarily; everything will depend
upon the final level of the Community's common tariff and on the degree
of restrictiveness of its agricultural policy.

If the common tariffs are substantially reduced and the restrictions
removed, trade with the rest of the world, too, may grow more intensely
than the aggregate income of the Community. And if this income rises
faster than before, the effects will be even more beneficial. These are,
in the last analysis, the factors which will determine whether the devel
opment of the Community is inward-looking or outward-looking. Events
up to the present do not yet allow a final evaluation.

All this is important for the developing countries from various points
of view. First of all, there is a manifest intention to extend to them the
tariff reductions granted to each other by the advanced countries without
demanding reciprocity from them, and this intention involves recognition
of a principle that is very meaningful for the developing countries, as
was explained above. However, the positive effects of these reductions.are
doubtful for the developing countries, because those adyanced countries
will be in a better position than the less developed ones m take advantage
of them. But there is another way in which this might benefit the devel
oping countries: it as a result of such reductions, the advanced countries
increase their trado: in industrial goods of a high degree of technical
complexity or in the new goods that technology is constantly creating or
changing, there will be room for the developing countries to expand their
own exports of those manufactures which the industrial countries are
relatively less efficient at producing as compared with the former goods.
But this would not come about spontaneously; rather it should be the
result of deliberate action, as will be seen later.

Moreover, the developing countries in the temperate zones might
also benefit if the Kennedy round of negotiations succeeded in liberalizing
western Europe's extremely restrictive policy towards agricultural im
ports, giving those countries a reasonable share in consumption.

1 Neither the juridical aspect of th,ese preferences nor the preferences of EFrA
and the Latin American Free Trade Association (LAFrA) are discussed here. What
we are discussing is their economic effect, as will ':le seen in the text. In the case of
EEC, once the tariffs between member countries are completely eliminated, the
influence of EEC on international trade will largely depend on its common tariff
vis-a-vis the rest of the world, as in the case, for example, of United States tariffs.
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Nevertheless, however much progress is thus registered in trade
relations between industrial private-enterprise countries, and between
them and the socialist countries, it will be far from constituting a basic
solution so far as the developing countries and the policy they require are
concerned. Conditions conducive to a policy that favours them will be
created, but these conditions cannot be a substitute for that policy. For
however much trade may grow between these advanced countries, it wiI!
not provide the dynamism required by the export trade of the peripheral
countries gradually to bridge the potential trade gap so that they can
enjoy the benefits of international trade to an increasing degree.

As has been seen, a similar impulse was given in the nineteenth cen
tury by a unique combination of favourable factors which have not re
curred since then and are not likely to recur in a spontaneous way. So the
impetus now required must be the outcome of a policy, the result of a
deliberate effort to alter the course that events would probably follow if
there were no such effort.

5. GENERAL PREFERENCES IN FAVOUR OF THE

DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

This policy would require the industrial countries to grant preferences
to the. developing countries in order to create markets for their exports of
manufactures and, at the same time, to bring about the gradual elimination
of the difficulties that now hinder the entry of these exports to the industrial
countries. This brings us to the second type of preferences mentioned,
namely, those that the industrial countries could grant to the developing
countries. In principle, GATT does not allow these preferences except in
so far as they existed when the Agreement Was signed. But, in view of the
need to revise some of the principles of the Agreement, this problem could
be approached from a substantive rather than a fOimal point of view to
see whether the preferences that the industrial countries may grant to the
developing countries would or would not promote GATT's basic objective:
the eh!' :sion of international trade. A study of this matter was bt~_m at
the last LiATT Meeting of Ministers.

We have already shown that, unless the developing countries manage
to expand their exports by stepping up their characteristically slow rate
of growth, they will have to continue import substitution in spite of the
obstacles in the way: If they were able to export more industrial goods
under a preferential system, they 'could also import more, and this would
enable them to relax the substitution policy and make it more rational.

Now would this really constitute a net increment in world trade or
simply a diversion of trade? -,;arious situations may be envisaged. In the
case of certain articles, preferences would make it po!:sib!e for imports
from the developing countries to compete with the domestic industrial
production of the countries granting them; in other cases, such imports
would be effected at the expense of other countries that cusLomarily sup
plied the articles in question. In the first case, there would be a net expan-
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sion of world trade, while in the second there would be a simple diversion

of the flows af trade, \" .~b.out any real increase in its volume.

It would be a mistake, however, to situate the problem within a

nanow franle of refe~ence, since the lowering of tariffs and restrictions of

the industrial countries, mentioned earlier, could more than offset the

absolute or relative decline that some of their exports might suffer owing

to the competition of the developing countries. In other words, expanding

trade among industrial countries, if concentrated in highly specialized and

complex goods and in the new products constantly being created by tech

nology as it advances, would leave ample room for exports of manufac

tures from the periphery.

It follows that, from the standpoint of the growth of world trade, the

ultimate effect of a preferential policy towards the developing countries

would largely depend upon f le success of the Kennedy round and of the

consequent expansion of tra,de among the industrial countries. Similarly,

as we have seen, whether or not the preferential system of the European

groupings will help to promote an increase in world trade will depend on

the outcome of these negotiations. Still, it Was possible for the groupings

to come into existence long before those negotiations.

This is further evidence of the fact that world trade problems cannot

be examined piecemeal; they must be considered as a whole if their inter

dependence is to be properly grasped.

Be that as it may, the effects of a prefereutial policy in favour of the

developing countries could not be cons:dered only from the standpoint of

world trade. Actually, trade is only a means of promoting growth, and, if

the preferential policy helps to accelerate it in the developing countries,

it will have fully accomplished its purposes.

Let us now pass to another aspect of the same subject. Should the

developing countries give concessions to the industrial countries in return

for the preferences granted by the latter? Such concessions would not be

justified in the light of what has already been said concerning implicit

reciprocity. The developing countries need to export more in order to be

able to import more and thus help to prevent or rectify the structural

imbalance of their trade. This is really the ultimate goal of the prefer

ences. As that goal is approached, tlle preferences will gradually have to

disappear. The time will t.'lJ.en have come for the gradual restoration of

the system of conventio:....al reciprocity. For once the direction of the pres:

ent imbalance is corrected, care will have to be taken to prevent the scales

from tipping in the other direction.

6. PARTIAL PREFERENCES FOR T~E DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

As has just been stated, preferences granted generally to the devel

oping countries, besides quickening tht: tempo of their growth, could con

stitute an effective instrument for expanding world trade.

The same cannot be said of the present partial preferences favouring
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some developing countries at the expense of others. They generally divert
but do not add to world trade flows.

This system of partial preferences was started immediately after
the great depression of the 1930's. The United Kingdom applied it with
the countries of the British Commonwealth and France with its colonies.
These' and other lesser preferences were recognized when GATT was
formed, a situation very different from the later one in which the prefer
ences that France previously had with its colonies, now countries asso
ciated with EEC, were extended to all countries of the Community.

Although such preferences are a serious problem for some devel
oping countries, their simple elimination could not be contemplated ex
cept within the context of a development policy. Many of the countries
favoured by these preferences, particularly as regards tropical products,
have only recently become independent and are in the first stage of their
economic development. Obviously they will have to industrialize, and
the policy of general preferences advocated in this report will enable them
to carry out that process avoiding the- distortions that were created by
inward-looking industrialization in other parts of the world. But this
will necessarily take time and consequently could not be reasonable com
pensation for the adverse effects of the sudden removal of existing pref
erences. Their elimination could be effected only in an equitable way,
as part of a gradual plan accompanied by agreements which improve the
prices of primary exports, and by firm pledges of extensive financial
co-operation, both for infrastructural investments and for !he promotion
of other exports, including industrial items.

As regards the partial preferences granted for industrial products
from developing countries, few have benefited from them so far, and the
drawbacks to which the removal of these preferences might give rise
would be more than offset by the advantages which such countries would
certainly derive from the introduction of a general preference system in
the industrial countries.

These partial preferences, as is well known, have not generally been
one-sided; they are also accompanied by the granting of preferences in
developing countries for imports from the industrial countries in return
for those granted by the latter.

Obviously, in this case it is not possible, as it is in the former, to
invoke the need to encourage countries whose production is in its infancy.
These preferences spring from a' very understandable attitude whereby
certain industrial countries take advantage of their buying power in order
to obtain trade advantages in other countries that depend primarily on
the markets of the former for selling their exports.

The removal of this latter type of preference, apart from its intrinsic
significance as a factor in favour of multilaterialism, would have the merit
of enabling the developing countries to- form regional groupings, accord
ing each other reciprocal benefits without having to extend them to the
industrial countries to which they now grant preferences.
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7. PREFERENCES AMONG THE DEVELOPING COUNTR1ES

This leads us to a very important aspect of the subject under con

sideration: the preferences that developing countries might grant one

another in order to promote reciprocal trade and thus help to expedite

their growth. GATT has established too rigid a framework for these

preferences, requiring the formation of a customs union or of a free-trade

area. The Havana Charter was more flexible in this respect, but the rele

vant provisions (article 15) were unfortunately omitted from the text

of the Agreement. In addition to this, in certain circles there have been

attitudes opposed to the conclusion of payments arrangements between

the developing countries designed to promote their reciprocal trade.

All this would now have to be revised.

Trade between the developing countries represents a r~latively small

percentage of their total trade. In 1962, only 22 per cent of the exports

from these countries flowed from one to the other. In fact, goods from

the developing countries are still exported within the traditional pattern

of trade; a large part converges on the major industrial centres, and the

peripheral countries engage in reciprocal trade only to the extent re

quired by the differences in their primary production. Moreover, there

has been a vicicus circle there too, for the low level of trade is one of the

factors determining the high cost of transport, and this high cost in turn

discourages reciprocal trade. It is often more expensive to ship merchan

dise from one developing country to another than to industrial countries

which are much further away but on the traditional sea routes.

The relative volume of this trade within the total trade is small and

has been declining over time-from approximately 26 per cent in 1950 to

about 22 per cent in 1962. This can probably be partly explained by the

severity of the restrictions on imports which the developing countries

were obliged to impose in order to counteract the persistent trend towards

external imbalance. The lack of a preferential and payments system was

one of the reasons why other developing countries could not be exempted

from these restrictions.

The significance of import substitution has already been explained.

Each country has engaged in this substitution process in isolation. If, in

order to lighten the difficulties they encounter in this process, they carry

out substitution jointly in a grouping of developing countries, their imports

from the rest of the world will not decrease in volume on that account;

they will merely undergo a change in composition. Their volume depends,

in the last analysis, upon the attitude of the industrial countries, not on

unilateral decisions on the part of the developing countries: this is a con

sequence of the lack of symmetry of international trade which was already

explained. If the industrial countries buy more from the developing coun

tries, their sales to them will gl'OW correspondingly, but, if the latter buy

more from the former, their sales of primary commodities will not thereby

increase. The trend towards external imbalance will simply be intensified.

Thus it will be tpe decision taken by the industrial countries, espe-
i.
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cially those of key importance in trade, that will determine whether the
groupings formed by the developing countries will be inward-looking or
outward-looking.

In any event, trade among the member countries will have to grow
more rapidly than their aggregate income if the grouping is to be success
ful. So far as trade with the rest of the world is concerned, whether it
grows or does not grow faster than this income will mainly depend, as has
just been said, upon the policy adopted by the industrial centres. It will
be possible to consider that these groupings of developing countries are
deliberately pursuing an inward-looking expansion policy only if, even
though they have corrected the disparity of demand by enlarging their
export trade, they intensify their protectionist policy.

In the case of groupings of industrial countries, on the other hand,
the rate of growth of their trade with the dt'veloping countries depends
basically on their policy towards the latter.

Be this as it may, groupings of dev~oping countries are imperative
on a number of counts: to make industrialization policy more rational and
economical through specialization and the division of labour; to avoid or
remedy, as the case may be, the former distortions deriving from the
policy of industrialization in watertight compartments; to promote indus
trial competition among member countries; and to counteract the trend
towards excessive agricultural protectionism in some of the developing
countries.

As we have said, the existing provisions of GATT prescribe, as a
condition for the establishment of a preferential system, the elimination
of duties and other restrictive regulations of commerce with respect, to
substantially all the trade among the countries concerned through a cus
toms union or free-trade area. It is all or nothing, as regards the prefer
ences that the member countries may grant one another; these are the
rules.

Understandably enough, by these rules it was hoped to avoid a patch
work of preferences for different.products and countries, with its perni
cious consequences. The most-favoured-nation clause is actually the
foundation stone of GATT. But what harm would be done to international
trade if developing countries formed a grouping to esta~lish a system for
eliminating duties with'respect to a sizable proportion, even if it were not
substantially all, of their trade? By'this means, although they would not
secure the benefits of full liberalization, they could introduce an element
of rationality into the new import substitution activities and correct at
least some of the previous distortions to which we have referred.

From another standpoint, it must be recognized that, while the legal
framework of GATT is rigid in this regard, there has'been a certain flexi
bility in its application. Such was the experience of the Latin American
Free Tra:!e Association which might possibly not have been established
had it not been for this flexibility. This flexibility also existed in the case
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of other groupings. But it must also be recognized, in the light of experi

ence, that it is not enough to reach an agreement and provide the machin

ery required to promote reciprocal trade, but that a firm political decision

to use this machinery, overriding all the opposition that naturally arises,

is also indispensable. This decisive step must now be taken in LAFfA.

8. COMMENTS ON GATT

What has been set forth in the foregoing pages shows that the com

ments on GATT that are frequently made with respect to the developing

countries are far from unfounded.

But it is important to stress that the purpose of such comments is not

to harp back on the past in order to pass judgement, but rather to point

out the course that should be followed so that GATT may become as

effective an instrument for the developing as for the advanced countries.

Can the measures hindering primary imports in the industrial centres at

least be alleviated? Will it be able to work out a satisfactory procedure for

gradually removing the preferences that favour some countries at the

expense of the others? Can a preferential policy emerge which favours the

developing countries' exports of manufactures? And if this can be done,

will it be possible to formulate measures which will lessen the excessive

protectionism of some developing countries? Will action be taken which

will enable the regional groupings of peripheral countries to pursue a

rational industrialization policy and promote their industrial exports? In a

nutshell, can a policy basically designed to eliminate the persistent trend in

the developing countries towards a trade gap possibly be put into effect?

It must not be forgotten, however, that GATT is not an abstract

entity with an independent life of its own. It is what Governments wanted

it to be. Whether events take a new course that furthers development will

depend upon their attitudes, upon their policy decisions. This does not

concern only the advan~ed countries. For although there is resistance in

those countries to new forms of trade, there is also resistance, and in no

lesser degree, in the developing countries. Many of them are accustomed,

after thirty years, to a precarious inward-looking growth and there are

powerful forces standing in the way of new flows of reciprocal trade and

of the structural changes which this requires. To what extent will it be

possible to persuade the industrial centres to leave some opening in their

markets for the manufactures of the developing countries if the latter do

not themselves make a serious effort to pull down the barriers and restric

tions that constitute such formidable obstacles to their recilJrocal trade?
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Chapter I

PRIMARY COMMODITY EXPORTS

A. The question of prices

1. THE REDISTRITUTION OF INCOME IN INTERNATIONAL TRADE

There are at present three major problems relating to international
trade in primary commodities: the question of prices; access to the
markets of the industrial countries; and agricultural surpluses and their
utilization in development policy.

The phenomenon of the deterioration in the terms of trade affecting
primary commodity exports is understood better today than it was a few
years ago. The difficulties of other countries are usually better appreci
ated when they arise in one's own country.

As explained in part One, primary production tends to increase
beyond the limits of what is required by the relatively slow increase in
demand. As a result, there is a tendency towards deterioration in the
terms of trade; this tendency is aggravated by the effe.cts of technological
progress on the volume of production.

The industrial countries have been able to observe that, if market
forces were allowed free play, shifts in the terms of trade between agri
culture and industry would have distinctly regressive effects on the
internal distribution of income. The primary producers would be deprived
of part of their real income because of the drop in relative prices and
this loss of income would, in general, be all the greater as productivity
increased as a result of technological progress. In order to avoid that
situation, steps have been taken to support prices of, or income from,
agricultural products. Such measures of support are also necessary at
the international level with respect to primary commodity exports.

This better understanding out of the problem is no doubt one reason
for the recent more favourable attitude of great industrial nations towards
commodity agreements. The conclusion of the International Coffee
Agreement is an exaniple of this, even though it is still early to pass
judgement on its implementation. Similarly, whatever may be thought
of particular features of the French plan for the organization of markets/
the plan seems to be based on the conviction that it is necessary to inter
vene at the international level in order to avoid, or at least attenuate, the
consequences of the regressive redistribution of income which has been
taking place between developed and developing countries. These new

1 See document E/CONF.46/P/5.
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attitudes are not, however, established as yet on a completely firm basis.
To create such a basis is one of the primary objectives of the Conference.

The achievement of this objective requires that the industrial countries
which import primary commodities should be prepared to consider an
extremely important policy decision, namely, to take such measures as
would prevent this regressive redistribution of income in the international
field. It is to a consideration of the factors on which such measures must
be based that we now turn.

2. PRICES, MARKET FORCES AND DEMAND

It is necessary, in the first place, to face up squarely to the fact that
the international prices of primary commodities would, in general, have
to be supported at levels higher than those which would prevail in the
absence of international regulation.

The price mechanism cannot fulfil its traditional functions when
most transactions in particular commodities_are subject to government
regulation at the national level, so that world prices are determined in a
very narrow residual market that cannot be regarded as representative
of the real market forces. Speaking generally, the smaller the share of the
total supply of a particular commodity that is exported, the larger the
spread that is apt to develop between prices in the various national miiIkets
subject to regulation and the greater the difference that arises between
national prices and world market price. The small proportio.l traded is
not, of course, in itself a cause of these disparities: rather it reflects the
protection and mutual isolation of national markets which make it impos
sible for international trade and competition to perform their normal
equilibrating functions.

Thus the prices realized on the world market reflect the existence of
temporary imbalances between supply and demand outside the main
regulated markets: such prices cannot therefore offer a sound basis for
determining the level of commodity prices to be included in inter-govern
mental agreements.

This situation prevails particularly in the case o( temperate-zone
agricultural products grown by the industrial countries largely for their
own consumption and insulated from the world market by various types
of price-support measures: In 1959-61, less than 29 per cent of world
production of these goods was traded internationally. This proportion.
stands in contrast with ratios characteristic of tropical products, where
the proportion of production traded internationally is high.

Although world market prices are more meaningful for the tropical
and mineral exports of developing countries than temperate products,
they none the less do not provide valid guidance for decisions by producers
or by the Governments concerned, though for a different reason from that
mentioned in connexion with temperate-zone products. For, in situations
in which resources devoted to agriculture or mining have little or no alter-
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native employment and in which the response of producers to a decline
in prices may, in some circumstances, be an expansion rather than a
contraction of output, the price mechanism is as incapable of operating
in the normal manner as it is in the case of the residual markets discussed
above.

It is for these reasons that it is no longer possible to take the view that
commodity agreements should not interfere with the long-term operation
of underlying market forces through the price mechanism. Where prices
are determined in the context of abnormal restrictions on trade, in fact
they no longer reflect the operation of market forces. Under such condi
tions, it becomes necessary to bring about, on a permanent basis, a con·
frontation of the production policy and the trade policies of the various
countries in order to arrive at solutions satisfactory to all.

It is recognized, of course, that prices cannot be set at any level in a
completely arbitrary manner. A number of considerations have to be taken
into account, notably the effect on consumption. What domestic prices in
the importing countries are higher than world market prices, it would be
possible to raise the latter through international agreements without affect
ing the prices paid by the consumer. It is clear that, where import taxes or
internal levies exist with respect to imported primary products, the reduc··
t:on or elimination of such charges would be necessary if prices to the
consumer were not to be raised.

In the case of some tropical products, prices to consumers could be
increased reasonably, without appreciabie reductions in the quantities
consumed. Moreover, in most cases in which such ploducts are subject to
heavy domestic taxes, world prices could be raised without any increase
in the price to the consumer, provided that the internal taxes were reduced
accordingly. Indeed, in some cases, these internal taxes are so high that,
if they were eliminated, it would be possible not only to raise export prices
but also to effect a significant reduction in prices paid by consumers, which
would naturally have a very beneficial effect on consumption.

In particular, where commodities exported by developing countries
compete with output of the same commodities in developed countries, or
with similar natural, synthetic or substitute products, it will be evident that
the ability to raise or maintain pr!ces depends on the co-operation of the
developed countries. Even where developing countries are sole producers
of a given commodity, lack of agreement among these countries them
selves, or differences of interest between members of various preferential
systems-as well as between them and non-members-may make concerted
action to raise or maint~inprices difficult to achieve.

Particularly difficult problems arise in relation to synthetics. It has
been estimated that more than one third of the increase in the consumption
of industrial raw materials in the developed countries between 1953 and
1961 consisted of synthetics and aluminium,2 and the relative displacement

2 Based on data communicated by Mr. A. Maizels, National Institute of Eco
nomic and Social Research, London.
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of exports of developing countries was almost certainly even greater than
this would imply.

How is that competition to be faced? In no circumstances could we
seriously entertain the thought of restraining technological advances. That
does not mean, however, that it is advisable to encourage certain types of
research which should not, for the time being, enjoy any priority whatso
ever, as, for instance, research into substitutes for coffee. Moreover, in
some cases, the transition might be made easier for the producing countries
if minimum proportions were established in the use of the natural product,
just as minimums are fixed in some cases in the use of certain national
primary products in relation to imported commodities.

On the other hand, it is argued that the competition of synthetics or
substitutes should be countered by,technological improvement in the pro
duction of the natural product. For example, there appear to be encourag
ing prospects for developing certain properties of wool which, in addition
to the natural qualities of the product, might enable it to compete favour
ably with artificial fibres. It is also pointed out that there are possibilities
of increasing productivity and reducing p'rices in order to come out ahead
in competition, and natural rubber is mentioned as one of the products
in which that objective could be attained. It is evident that we should then
be confronted by a case in which the benefits of technological progress
would be transferred abroad in the form of lower prices corresponding to
lower costs, which would only be acceptable if it was accompanied by a
substantial increase in export volume.

Problems also arise when natural products exported from developing
countries compete with identical or similar commodities produced in the
industrial countries. Efforts to raise the prices of cane sugar and of tropical
oils and fats, for example, would be faced with the difficulty that these
products compete with beet sugar and oils and fats produced by industrial
countries.

Each particular case will need special consideration. Here we may
note, however, that wherever it is found impossible or inadvisable to raise
or maintain prices to the extent required to avoid deterioration in the terms
of trade, as in the case just mentioned of competition between certain nat
ural products and synthetics, it will be necessary to resort to compensatory
financing, as will be explained in the relevant chapter below. In other
words, it will be necessary to achieve indirectly whatever cannot be secured
through direct action on prices.

The means employed for maintaining or raising prices will generally
have to include the regulation of supply, involving export quotas and pos
sibly import quotas as well.

This would appear to be inevitable, if the measures for raising prices
restricted consumption to any appreciable extent. This could happen if
the countries importing a primary commodity imposed import duties in
order to transfer the corresponding income to the producing countries, so
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as to compensate them for losses resulting from the deterioration in the
terms of trl)de. If consumption were to fall because of the rise in internal
prices and exports were not regulated, international prices would decline;
and thus the exporting countries themselves, instead of benefiting, would
pay the duty in whole or in part. The same would happen if, instead of
import duties, export taxes were levied in the producer countries.

Lastly, it should be recognized that an international commodity agree
ment that sets reasonable prices for primary exporters should also contain
provisions involving appropriate action to be taken when and as shortages
occur by setting ceiling prices in the latter eventuality. This would not only
provide protection to consumers but would also be of long-run benefit to
producers since unreasonably high prices would stimulate exceSsive pro
duction which, in turn, could lead to low prices for producers.

3. THE EFFECT OF HIGHER PRICES ON PRODUCTION

One of the most cogent arguments against raising the prices of
primary commodities is that such increases would stimulate production.
If a deterioration in the terms of trade results from the difficulty of adjust
ing the volume of production to the slow expansion in demand, the diffi
culty would be even greater if the rise in prices provided additional incen
tives for increasing production.

Developing countries have acquired sufficient experience in fixing
prices to producers at levels different from those prevailing on the world
market. Where government trading agencies have been employed, prices
received by producers have generally been different from those in force in
the international market. In addition, wide-spread use has been made of
export taxes and multiple exchange-rate systems. The motives for such
policies have been various and have ;ncluded such goals as the stabiliza
tion of producer prices; the protection of consumers from sharp changes in
the cost of living; the expansion of government revenue; and the contain
ment of inflationary forces.

If, therefore, it were decided in a particular case that the international
price of some commodity might be raised above the current level through
intergovernmental agreement, and that the additional proceeds should
nOl accrue to individual agricultural producers, there is abundant expe
rience for implementing such a decision.

The idea of not allowing price incentives to encourage over-produc
tion ought also to be applied to importing countries. As explained else
where, the policy of agricultural protectionism in many western European
countries has resulted in very high prices, making it profitable to farm
high-cost marginal land, to the detriment of imports. There is a danger
that this process may be intensified during the negotiations pending within
EEC. It has been estimated" that, on alternative income assumptions, EEC

3 Agricultural Commodities and tire European Economic Community. prepared
by the FAO secretariat (E/CONF.46/45. pp. 6-7).
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grain imports would average between 8.4 million and 10 million tons by
the end of the present decade, at unchanged producer prices. If, however,
French grain prices rose by 20 per cent in the movement towards a com
mon price level, EEC imports would fall, on the same income assumptions,
to between 2.9 million and 4.5 million tons by that time.

Every country is entitled to redistribute its income intemally as it
deems most fitting from the economic and social point of view. That cannot
be a subject of international discussion. But it is possible to discuss the
means employed to that end. There are some methods which have purely
internal eff~cts and arc unobjectionable, but there arc others which resolve
domestic difficulties by aggravating the problems of other countries. If
instead of resorting to high prices, additional revenue were to be paid to
the producer without being linked to the volume of his output, it might be
possible to attain the social objective sought, namely, to effect a redistribu
tion of income without stimulating production. EEC has itself been (;on
sidering the idea of utilizing subsidies instead of high prices in supporting
the agricultural economy.·

Domestic price policy, as pointed out above, is closely related to
the demand for imports. Any commodity agreement or other international
measure agreed upon in connexion with trade in primary products would
have to prescribe minimum import quotas or commitments by the indus
trial countries. There would be no point in agreeing on higher prices for
internationally traded primary commodities only to find that the volume
of commodities demanded was declining and perhaps tending to disappear
altogether owing to the growth of domestic production in the industrial
countries.

Thi", problem is reflected in the French plan for the organization of
markets in the recognition that the development of agricultural production
in EEC might tend to genemte agricultural surpluses; and the plan rec
ommends the sale of such surpluses on concessional telms as a form of
aid to developing countries. A number of problems would arise as regards
the financing of such sales. But, in any event, it should be understood that
there would be a need for firm commitments guaranteeing access to im
ports from the developing countries, even if such imports had the effect of
increasing the volume of surplus supplies to be disposed of on concessional
terms. The wl'ole matter should, moreover, be dealt with through con
certed action c.t the international level.

B. Access ·to markets

1. THE RESTRICTION OF IMPORTS

As stated earlier, the establishment of prices higher than world
market prices, as well as measures for compensatory financing, must be
linked with access to markets. The reason for this is not merely that
imports might fall when prices rise, but the fact that this rise in prices

• See European Economic Community. Commission. document
VI/COM(60)105 (provisional edition), part n, para. 11.
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would be borne mainly by countries that pursue a liberal import policy and
which would therefore have to shoulder a heavier financial burden than
countries applying a restrictive import policy.

The problem of ;}ccess to markets must be viewed broadly; it is not
merely a matter of the policies being pursued by members of EEC or of
EFTA but of long-term trends which may be traced back to the inter-war
period. Likewise, it is not merely a matter of the tendency of supported
agriculture in western Europe to become more and more self-sufficient, but
also of the tendency of supported agriculture in the United States to
develop larger and larger ex ;ess supplies.

If we go back to the period preceding the great world depression, it
will be seen that the subsequent increase in the imports of primary prod
ucts by western Europe has been extraordinarily small. Between 1927-29
and 1958-61 imports (excluding petroleum) of the most important com
modities increased by barely 13 per cent during the entire period, whereas
consumptionf> rose much more sharply: per capita imports of these prod
ucts actually dropped by 2 per cent.

These developme.lts can be explained mainly by the import trend in
cereals, meat, fibres and sugar. Imports of cereals in 1958-61 amounted to
21 per cent less, and imports of meat to 24 per cent less, than in the years
preceding the great depression. The falling-off in imports of those two
groups of commodities is attributable to a combination of protectionism
and the technological revolution. Imports of fibres dropped by 12 per cent
as a result of competition from synthetics. Imports of sugar were 30 per
cent higher, but consumption rose by 87 per cent in the western European
countries taken as a whole.

The contrast between agricultural products, on the one hand, and
minerals which western Europe does not produce for itself, on the other,
is very striking and indicates the possibilitie~, for increases in imports
where protectionism is less significant. Wes'.ern European imports of
n.etals and ores rose by over 160 per cent frem 1927-29 to 1958-61 and
imports of petroleum have risen twenty-two-fold, as shown in the table on
page 51.

The same table shows the figures for the United States. Gross imports
there increased much more than in western Europe, and also more rapidly
than consumption. The table does no~ however, provide a valid basis for
over-all comparison with western Europe because the United States is a
major exporter of primary products and its exports have increased as well
as its imports, and also because of differences in population growth.

2. POSSIBILITIES FOR EFFECTIVE ACTION

Consideration should now be given to the action that might be taken
regarding the facts outlined above. In view of the legitimate interests of

5 Full data on meat consumption do not exist for the early years. Excluding
meat and petroleum, consumption of the other primary commodities rose by 52
per cent and imports by 16 per cent during the period mentioned.
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both industrial and developing countries. the first minimum policy ohjec·
tive regarding grains might be a standstill agreement: importinR countries
might, under a contract similar to the International Whent ARreement.
undertake to maintain existing access to markets, and exportinR countries
Illight undertake not to increase pressure on world markets through surplus
disposals and to reduce export subsidies.

In the case of western Europe, total grain production now represents
abl)ut 90 pcl cent of consumption; it would therefore be desirahle to
t'nsure at least that the proportion of 10 per cent currently imported is
maintained fl)r cereals as a whole. This could not apply to wheat alone
since, as income increases, per capita consumption of wheat tends to
decrease. In the case of forage cereals used for feeding livestock, however,
there c\.mld be ~\ large increasl:: in consumption. since meat consumption
rises considerably as per capita income advances. It is clear the attainment
of this l)bjective of maintaining the ratio of imports to consumption
depends, as we said earlier, on domestic policy regarding prices and
surpluses.

For other products, the objective should be greater access to markets
wherever possible. There are cases in which agricultural production in
both western Europe and North America is high-cost and ought to he
readjusted gradually so as to provide greater opportunities for exports
froUl developing countries. Prominent ~ong such commodities is sugar
but then:: are many others, including fats and oils. New taxes or duties
affecting imports or primary products from developing countries, such as
that now put forward III EEC with respect to margarine. should certainly
be avoided.\.t the same time, improved access should be provided for
tropical products in western Europe and for minerals in the United .-)tates,
involving the gradual removal of existing restrictions, including import or
domestic levies of one kind or another.

It would scarcely be possible for the Conference to consider individ
ual commodities in detail. It might, however, consider the advisability of:

Ia) Taking action to provide greater access to markets in industrial
ized countries, partly by means of import targets that increase as consump
tion rises, md partly by the removal of various barriers to trade in pri
mary commodities, including consumption taxes, tariffs and import
Ljuotas;

lb) Setting certain quantitative import targets in the form of com
mitments to purchase entered into by importing countries and specifying
Ljuantities or prices. This provision could be tied to a guarantee given by
:xponing countries to provide the importing countries with adequate
Ljuantities, thus ensuring supplies of t:ssential foodstuffs and raw materials
for the latter countries in times of shortage.

.\.ll this would constitute one o{ the most important and urgent
functions to be discharged within the new organizational scheme which is
suggested later in this report. Once this policy of setting targets was ap-
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proved in principle, it would be necessary to make specific proposals con
cerning these targets and the ways in which they could be put into effect.

The adequancy of such targets in relation to the export needs of de
veloping countries depends, of course, on the willingness of the industrial
countries to make significant modifications in their domestic policit:<,. The
case of Sweden provides a striking illustration of a country that hall been
able to raise the productivity and incomes of its agricultural population
without being forced into a policy of self-sutliciency thereby. The Govern-
ment has adopted as a deliberate objective of its policy the reduction of
agricultural output to a level corresponding to 90 per cent of domestic
consumption requirements. Swedish agricultural prices, though above
world market levels, reflect changes in the pattern of world prices, and
are set on the basis of the calculated revenues of we1l-managed farms.
Small farmers receive additional cash payments, but the payments are
limited to the current farmers' period of occupancy and do not devolve
upon their successors.

A variety of other measures could b~ introduced to facilitate a scaling
down of inefficient agricultural operations in the industrial countries, rang
ing from the withdrawal of high-cost marginal land from cultivation, to
the retraining of agricultural manpower for new occupations. These
matters have been Lhe subject of recommendations by FAO and the
Organization for European Economic Co-operation (OEEC),"

C. Agricultu.ral surpluses

1. SURPLUSES AND WORLD CONSUMPTION

We shall now consider the third point which was mentioned at the
beginning and to which reference has been made several times in this
chapter: agricultural surpluses. It is impossible to say to what extent the
technological revolution and high prices have each contributed to the
accumulation of agricultural surpluses. There is no doubt, however, that
the application of modem techniques to agriculture, including the use of
fertilizer and improved seed, has been stimulated by high prices. Be that
as it may, there is every indication L'lat agricultural productivity will con
tinue to increase rapidly. It is estimated that agricultural productivity will
go on rising in the United States at an annual rate of over 6 per cent, or
more rapidly than industrial productivity. A similar pace of development
is to be expected in western Europe, where, apart from the use of better
techniques, the consolidation of marginal holdings into large areas em
ploying advanced agricultural methods could lead to major increases in
productivity.

•\ See. for example, An Inquiry into the Problems of Agricultural Price Stabiliza
tion and Support Policies (Rome, 1960), and "Agricultural Policies in Europe in
the 1960's", Monthly Bulletin of Agricultural Economics and Statistics (Rome,
January and February 1963); and OEEC, Trends in Agricultural Policies since 1955.
Report by the Ministerial Committee for Agriculture and Food (Paris, 1961),
chapter V.
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It is obvious that, if increased productivity were accompanied by an
even greater shift of manpower from agricultural production, the problem
of maintaining imports would not be insuperable. Such an arithmetical
exercise is, however, very unrealistic, for, as we know, there are great
obstacles in the way of such shifts. It is true that, in the United States, the
proportion of agricultural workers in the whole of the economically active
population dropped from 22 per cent in 1930 to 8 per cent in 1960 and
that, in the principal western European countries, the corresponding
proportions over the same period dropped by between 33 and 50 per cent.
But these shifts have not been sufficient to prevent production from rising
faster than consumption in both areas.

Thus surpluses are a fact that will have to be reckoned with for quite
a long time. In a world in which large variations in agricultural output
from year to year are still commonplace, a substantial food reserve may be
of great importance in preventing famine or shortage, especially in
densely populated areas. But the role that surpluses might play in the
development of the peripheral countries is also very important.

We must beware of exaggeration in this matter. Surpluses represent,
and will continue to represent, a comparatively small proportIon of the
world's needs in foodstuffs. In 1957-59, for example, world consumption
of cereals totalled 555 million metric tons7 and surpluses sold on non
commercial terms amounted to scarcely 8 million metric tons, B or less
than 2 per cent.

Moreover, in view of world population growth and the need to im
prove nutrition, it is estimated that by 1980 the world will require a one
third increase ill supplies of cereals. There is therefore an important differ
ence between the immediate situation and the long-term outlook. The
surpluses of today may very well give way to deficits in the future unless
the technological revolution in agriculture spreads to developing countries.
Generally speaking, yields in those countries have increased much less
than in the developed countries, as may be seen from the following table:

Percentage increase in yields per hectare of twelve
major crops' from 1934.38 to 1958·60

North America" 78
Oceania 52
Western Europe ~ '29
Africa " " 28
Eastern Europe and USSR " 16
Latin America " 14
Far East< 6
Near East.............................................. 2

n Price-weighted totals of wheat, rye, barley, oats, maize, rice, potatoes, soy
beans, ground-nuts, tobacco, cotton and jute..

"The North American yield improvement reflects not only technical progress
but the drought years during the base period.

<Excluding mainland China.

7 Excluding the socialist countries.
8 Sales under United States Public Law 480 (title I).
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It is not surprising, therefore, that per capita food production in the
developing world in general has remained practically stationary in relation
to the pre-war period. Thus the essential task is to increase production in
the developing countries, and it must be tackled with great vigour and
foresight, as has been pointed out in FAO publications.

2. SURPLUSES AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

This does not imply that surpluses do not have a role of considerable
importance to play, though not so much from the standpoint of their con
tribution to the increased consumption as in relation to the trade gap-the
fundamental problem with which we are concerned in this report.

The fact is that imports of foodstuffs frequently constitute a signifi
cant item in the growth of imports in developing countries, and surplus
disposals on concessional terms may be of great importance in meeting
this need. Ev.:n where such imports represent a comparatively small per
centage of consumption, they may weigh heavily in the balance of pay
ments. If such concessional imports were not available, the developing
countries concerned might have to sacrifice other imports such as capital
goods in order to purchase foodstuffs, to the detriment of their economic
development.

It cannot, of course, be assumed that concessional sales of surpluses
always enlarge the capacity to import of developing countries considered
as a whole. For while it is true that some of the latter benefit thereby, it is
equally true that the incomes of exporters of the products concerned may
be directly and adversely affected. In any event, it would be necessary to
take measures, in line with FAO recommendations, to ensure that surplus
disposal does not take place at the expense of export opportunities of the
developing countries, whether to one another or to the developed coun
tries.

Nor can it be taken for granted that additional investment is always
undertaken in the importing countries in an amount corresponding to the
value of the imported surpluses. Food aid provides an opportunity for
stepping up investment, but it does not lead automatically to such invest
ment.

Countries also need to guard against the danger that the receipt
of food aid will diminish the vigour of their own drive for agricultural
development and lead.to the postponement of vital decisions on reforms
that have to be undertaken.

It has been suggested that food aid should be given in cash rather
than in kind, so that the supplies could be obtained from the lowest-cost
exporters. However, it should be asked to what extent a country faced
with a surplus problem would be prepared to risk the possibility that a
substantial share of any food aid it might give would be spent elsewhere.
On the other hand, it should be noted that some of the contributions under
the World Food Programme are made in cash, even though the amounts
are not very large.
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Looking further ahead, it is conceivable that the developing countries
may in future be able to pay with goods for the imports of foodstuffs that
they now receive in the form of surplus disposals. This is an important
role that their industrial exports must fulfil within the new pattern of the
international division of labour to which reference has been made else
where.

In addition to the question of agricultural surpluses, other important
problems arise in connexion with the disposal of stocks of minerals,
notably from large strategic stockpiles in L'1e hands of developed countries.
As in the case of surplus foodstuffs, it is essential to ensure that such dis
posals do not disrupt world markets, or exert a downward pressure on the
volume of prices of exports from developing countries. Such disposals
should therefore be subject to international discussion and agreement.

D. International commodity agreements

1. RECENT EXPERIENCE

SO far as commodity agreements are concerned, experience since
the end of the Second World War reveals many positive elements and a
progressive evolution towards a more favourable framework for interna
tional commodity trade. But even more vigorous action is required.

It is not so much a question of creating new machinery, as of adapting
the existing machinery to the needs of a policy in which the objectives
pursued are more clearly and more fully defined.

The Havana Charter recognizes that international commodity trade
is subject to difficulties resulting from persistent disequilibrium between
production and consumption. The Charter also refers to measures de
signed gradually to reduce any unwarranted disparity between world prices
of primary commodities and those of manufactured products.

Nevertheless, the Charter gives a rather narrow definition of the cir
cumstances in which commodity agreements may be applied. But nowa
days these problems exist on a greater scale and, generally speaking, the
view is held that commodity agreements should include suitable measures
relating to the various aspects of international trade, especially the fixing
of minimum prices, access to mark$lts, and surplus disposal. Notwith
standing this progress, it has so far proved possible to establish interna
tional commodity agreements for only five products: wheat, tin, sugar,
coffee and olive oil.

Among the difficulties facing countries seeking to formulate these
agreements has been the fact that, when export prices are high, many of
the exporting countries are less interested in reaching agreement and
importers consider that their bargaining position would be better at
another time. And, when prices are low, the opposite applies.

From another standpoint, the Havana Charter provides for equal
representation of importing and exporting countries. This does not take
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into neeount the faet that, under normal conditions, cKportlng countries
have a mud\ larger stake than importing countries in the operation of an
agreement because their total eKport incomcs arc usually largcly dependent
on trade in the commodity conccrncd.

The dImt to conclude commodity agreemcnts can hanlly succeed
so long as such agreements arc rcgarded simply as a compromisc bctwcen
the interests of eKporting and importing countries and if thcy are based
mainly on the idea of dealing with markct fluctuations. Apart from the
understandable interest in having lower prices for the commodities they
import, there are at least two aspects to be taken into account by the im
porting countries. The first involves recognition of the fact that. as the
eKport incomes of the developing countries fall because of the drop in
prices, their demand for eKports from thc industrial countrics also declines.
The second aspect to be taken into account is the unfavourable impact of
low commodity prices upon the growth of the developing countries and
hence upon the general outlook for political and economic well-being
throughout the world.

Part of the difficulty surrounding the negotiation of commodity agree
ments lies in the fact that these aspects of the problem are not always given
the consideration they deserve. More of these agreements-and more com
prehensive ones-could possibly be concluded if these aspects carried
greater weight during the negotiations. But this obviously requires a c1car
statement of the policy to be followed in respect of primary commodities.

The sort of problem that is apt to arise may be illustrated from eK
perience with attempts to negotiate commodity agreements for coffee and
cocoa. It appears that for several years it was impossible to negotiate a
commodity agreement for coffee because the point of view of the importing
countries was largely influenced by commercial interests. However, as a
result of the sharp declines in coffee prices during the latter part of the
1950's and the serious impact of these declines upon a large number of
Latin American countries, the importing countries began to take a broader
view of the problems relating to the regulation of world trade in coffee.
This recognition of the issues made it possible for an agreement to be
reached embodying the concept of supporting the price of coffee at the
1962 level.

The precedent set in the coffee negotiations aroused expectations that
a similar outcome might be reached for cocoa. However, this favourable
attitude towards commodity agreements does not appear to have extenqed
to the case of cocoa. Fewer countries were seriously affected by the out
look for this product, and the cocoa problem therefore did not have the
same impact in the higher governmental echelons of the importing coun
tries as had the coffee problem. The result was that considerable difficulty
was experienced in reaching a meeting of minds on prices. Under these
conditions it was, perhaps, inevitable that the negotiations should fail.
This breakdown is a great disappointment, and it is to be hoped that the
outlook will improve in the future.
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2. Till; IIROADENING OF COMMODITY AGRIlEMIlNTS

What is required is that Governments should formulate their policies
in this matter and thus provide a frume of referenee within which negotia
tions can be carricd out; in other words, there must be a political will to
reaeh these agreements and a desire to carry them out. There ean be no
doubt that the obstacle here is primarily political rather than technical.

In the first place, a major effort should be made to increase consider
ably the number of commodities regulated by inter-governmental agree
ments.

It is important, moreover, that the preparatory work for the formu
lation of new commodity agreements and the negotiation of such
agreements should be vigorously pursued irrespective of current market
conditions. In the case of a number of commodities, steps are already
under way. The United Nations Cocoa Conference will, it is hoped, be re
convened as soon as there is an indication of better prospects for agree
ment. Draft agreements on cotton and rubber were discussed some time
ago. The luternational Lead and Zinc Study Group is also considering the
drafting of an agreement. A study group on copper has been suggested and
tungsten problems are now receiving inter-governmental consideration
in a United Nations committee. Certain agricultural commodities are
being considered by FAO groups.

From the technical point of view, considerable importance attaches
to the study of the problem of standardization and the development of a
mechanism for setting up price differentials between various commodity
grades, as has been done successfully in the case of wheat.

As was stated earlier, commodity agreements should also be more
comprehensive and cover the various aspects of international trade in the
commodities concerned. There is already a trend towards this broader
approach. For example, the International Coffee Agreement contains an
article concerning the removal of obstacles to trade; the International Tin
Council has been undertaking negotiations regarding the disposal of non
commercial stockpiles; and the International Wheat Agreement provides
for an annual review of international trade in wheat which could influence
the determination and implementation of domestic production and price
policies.

The latter development is particularly important since one of the
main shortcomings of commodity agreements so far is that they have only
dealt with international trade in the commodity concerned and, in some
cases, with only part of this trade; thus other very important aspects, e.g.
the policy of support prices, have been neglected and the consequences
have not always been compatible with the interests of other exporting
countries.

Under the Havana Charter, no agreement is to remain in force for
longer than five years, and the principal objective has been to deal with
short-term difficulties or special temporary problems rather than. to create
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All this would have to be the subject of further study in the event that
the Conference agreed in principle on the need for such a policy.

conditions for the long-term expansion of commodity trade at stable
prices.

In short, there needs to be greater recognition of the role of com
modity agreements in the production and trade policies of both exporting
and importing countries; the possibility of increasing consumption of
primary products and of thus improving long-term prospects should also
be further explored. A movement III this direction has already begun with
the setting up of a publicity fund under the Olive Oil Agreement, and
with the various provisions for promoting consumption contained in the
International Coffee Agreement. Reference was made earlier to the possi
bilities that research may open up new uses for wool; and similar research
might well be undertaken for other commodities. This is a field in which
international resources might well play an important role.

Some thought might also be given to those commodities for which
no agreements are at present envisaged, particularly in cases where they
are subject to regulatory measures at the national level. Inter-governmental
consultations should be held on these measures, with a view to arriving at
solutions in the common interest.

Much of the machinery necessary for a broader and more vigorous
commodity policy already exists in embryo, in the form of study groups
and similar bodies and commodity commissions of the United Nations
and FAO; what is needed is a clearer sense of the objectives to be achieved
and of the policy to be followed, and a simplification and unification of
structure.
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Chapter 11

INDUSTRIAL EXPORTS FROM THE DEVELOPING
COUNTRIES AND PREFERENCES

A. Exports of manufactures from ti,e developing countries

1. TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT AND INDUSTRIAL EXPORTS

It would be a mistake to suppose that, in the new international divi
sion of labour recommended in this report, the developing countries would
merely export simple manufactures and the products of an incipient tech
nology. This would only serve to perpetuate existing forms of production,
whereas exports, besides their primary aim, must be an effer.tive instru
ment for promoting technological progress, i.e., a means of changing
these forms of production.

There are forms of advanced technology which are, for the moment,
beyond the reach or not easily within the reach of the developing countries,
while there are others which are within their reach or could be so in a
short space of time. Apart from the supply of capital, the main limiting
factor is each country's technological density in the sense of available
techniques and skills.

The main industrial centres of the world have attained considerable
technological density in the course of time; they are not limited to just this
or that speciality but have at their disposal a whole complex of specialities
and techniques which tends to extend over a growing proportion of the eco
nomically active population and which is reflected in a vast range of skills,
from the manual worker right up to the senior technician and the alert and
capable executive.

This technology generally requires a high input of capital per person
employed. Capital goods can be imported into the developing countries,
but not technological density which has to evolve gradually. Only isolated
special skills or techniques can be imported. A clear distinction must,
therefore, be drawn between capital goods and technological density.
There are industries which employ advanced and complex capital goods
but which do not require great technological density to develop; if there
are a few special skills, or if they can be imported, this is enough to
ensure their smooth operation.

These industries may constitute an important factor in the developing
countries' policy for exporting manufactures. If such industries absorb
large amounts of manpower, they will obviously be more attractive under
that policy. It is common knowledge that the problem of absorbing man-
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power is of vital importance for the developing countries. But they also
have another problem to solve with reference to the malter under consider
ation: the potential trade gap.

Consequently, even though the industries to be developed for exports
do not have this capacity to absorb human resources in sulllcient measure,
this is no reason for disregarding them. On the contrary, they could play a
very important role in attaining the second objective.

The same might be said of the industries which are based on a coun
try's natural resources. It is, of course, highly desirable that such resources
should be utilized, but the degree to which and the form in which this is
done will be subject to those technological possibilities as well as to the
availability of capital.

From all these considerations it is clear that the promotion uf indus
trial exports from the developing countries is not just a matter of steering
existing industries outwards. Undoubtedly, those industries which in the
course of time, could become competitive on the international market
should be assisted. However, at the same time, it is advisable to concen
trate on the new industries or the new lines of production in existing
industries which, with some support in the local market, or preferably in
the wider market constituted by a grouping of dcveloping countries, could
be launched in the search for extcrnal markets.

Furthermore, this situation could not remain static. For, as the
technological density of each developing country increases and as its
ability to compete abroad improves, new export lines of manufactures
will come to the fore encouraged by the dynamism of demand for a series
of products. It must not be forgotten that the objective is to lessen the
technological disparity between the developing countries and the industrial
centres, even though this cannot bc done rapidly given the latter's pace
of advance.

These considerations give us a clearer picture of the problem of the
international division of labour as regards manufactured goods. Naturally,
the more advanced countries tend to concentrate on lines which enable
them to put their high capacity tor capital formation and their great tech
nological density to the best use and thus to raise the income level of their
populations as high as possible. Naturally, too, when these structural
changes take place, industries that, for one reason or another, are unable
to take the same advantage of these favourable conditions gradually give
ground to those which can. But it is essential that restrictive measures
applied to imports should not impede this trend.

But it is not just a matter of filling the void left by declining industries.
This would greatly narrow the horizon. Increasing advantage should also
be taken 'of the opportunities offered by a large number of industries in the
developed countries which are growing rapidly in response to the dynamic
demand just mentioned. In addition to the finished goods produced by
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From another point of view, such sharing by the developing countries
in a fast growing demand would not create the same problems for indus
tries in the importing countries as would imports in the case of industries
in which the demand is sluggish. These problems we will now examine.

these industries, there is u large variety of intermediate goods which they
need and which could be supplied by new industries in the developing
countries. The latter countries could then take advantage of the opportunity
to share in 1I very rapidly growing demand, supplying not only goods that
are competitive but also goods that complement those produced by indus
tries in the advanced countries.
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It would clearly pay the industrial countries to shift productive factors
from those industries where they can buy more cheaply abroad to those
jn which their high level of technology really counts. Undue concentration
upon the short-term difficulties that may be involved for particular domes
tic industries in the industrially developed countries may obscure the ele
mentary fact that, in the longer run, it pays a country to buy as cheaply
as possible. In this sense the availability of certain low-cost goods from
developing countries offers opportunities for new types of mutually ad
vantageous specialization and exchange.

In point of fact, in the advanced countries wages are commonly
higher in the main export industries, because it is there that the highest
productivity increments are usually registered. Thus, for example, in the
United States the average wage paid in ten leading export industries in

2. SIGNIFICANCE OF THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES' EXPORTS

However, before we go any further, a certain confusion should be
dispelled. The significance of industrial imports from the developing
countries must be clearly explained. The idea has been spread that the
low wages prevailing in the developing countries will enable them to flood
the markets of the industrial countries and seriously threaten their level
of living. The fact is that wages are low in the developing countries but
productivity is also low; and even in ,ases where wages are lower than
productivity, the total cost per unit of output is usually high, either
because of the shortage of capital or because of the lack of external
economies which are such important factors in the cost of industrial
products.

On the other hand, even though the cost of some of the developing
countries' exports is relatively low, it should be borne in mind that they
give rise to remunerative trade. If such countries propose to increase these
industrial exports, they do so because they need to import more capital
goods and other manufactures from the advanced countries. And if the
latter limit their imports from the developing countries, they will lower
the level of activity of their more efficient industries in which technological
density and capital intensity generate higher incomes, i.e., the more pro
ductive industries.
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1958 was $2.43 per hour, while in the ten industries where the volume

of imports was greatest, it was $1.87 per hour.1 It would therefore be

advantageous for the industrial countries to shift labour over a period of

time from those industries in which imports from developing countries

have been playing an increasing role in recent years and move resources

to the export industries where productivity and earnings are higher.

The magnitude of this problem is often exaggerated. Actually,

exports of manufactures from the developing countries amounted to

somewhat in excess of $2 billion in 1961 and, even assuming an increase

of $10 billion by 1970, Le., by more than half the trade gap, this would

represent only some 4-5 per cent of the total increment in the consumption

of manufactures calculated for the developed countries from 1961 to 1970.

The effect of imports of manufactures from developing countries on

employment has, of course, been very small.

This may be seen from the calculations in the following table of the

displacement of labour through rising imports from developing countries

between 1953 and 1961. It should be emphasized that the table deals only

with the gross displacement of labour byimports: no allowance has been

made for the labour absorbed by the additional exports to the developing

countries which could not have occurred without such imports from them.

Obviously the net displacement of labour would have been much smaller.

The figures for the gross displacement are relatively small by comparison

with the manpower displaced from agriculture or with the increment in

the active labour force. The table is intended to illustrate this point.

Displucement of lubour by increused imports of numufileiitrcs' from

de"eloping countries, 1953 to 1961

Nllmbers clisp/aeed
us proportion of

Decrease Net Decrease Net
in agri- increase in agri- Increase

NllIubers cultural juaetfl'C cultural in actfl'e

dis- labour labour labour labollr

Countr)' placedb force force force force

United Kingdom 30,398 130,000 1,255,500 23.4 2.4

United States'- ...... 23,303 953,000 7,606,000 2.5 0.3

G;:rmany (Federal
Republic) ........ 14,513 1,132,500 2,592,500 1.3 0.6

Belgium-Luxembourg. 5,981 82,000 - 4,400d 7.3

Italy ................ 4,793 916,000 2,136,700 0.5 0.2

Netherlands ........ 2,727 85,500 371,500 3.2 0.7

Francec
....................... 2,690 1,304,000 1;!4,000 0.2 2.2

Canadac ........... 1,910 220,000 1,295,000 0.9 0.2

SOURCE: United Nations, Bureau of General Economic Research and Policies.

• Excluding metals.
b Estimated as the increase in imports of manufactures from developing coun

tries from 1953 to 1961 in 1958 prices divided by twice the value added per person

employed in manufacturing in 1958.
C Data relate to period 1953 to 1962.
d Minus sign indicates decrease ill active labour force.

1 D. D. Humphrey, The United States and the Common Market, New York,

1962, p. 127.
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The table shows, for example, that in the United States, the gross
displacement of labour by imports of manufactures from developing
countries was equivalent to only 2.5 per cent of the numbers displaced
from agriculture, and to 0.3 per cent of the increment in the economically
active population. In France, the proportion was even lower with respect
to the decrease in the agricultural labour force, even though it was higher
in relation to the growth in the economically active population. The United
Kingdom is an interesting case because the number of workers employed
in agriculture had already fallen to nearly 5 per cent of the labour force
by 1953, so that new displacements from agriculture were very limited.
Consequently, the manpower displaced by impOl'ts from the developing
countries was equivalent to a relatively large proportion of the decrease
in the agricultural labour force, namely, 23.4 per cent; but it was only a
small proportion (2.4 per cent) of the increment in the active labour force.

It may be calculated from the figures in the table that the increment
in the economically active population was equivalent to between 40 and
500 times the gross displacement of labour through additional imports
of manufactures from developing countries. Thus, even if the rate of
expansion of imports of manufactures from developing countries was
stepped up during the years ahead, the consequential problem of adjust
ment would remain small in relation to the problems that have to be
tackled by dynamic industrial economies in any case.
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3. EFFECTS ON INDUSTRIAL COUNTRIES

Nevertheless, the difficulties that would arise in certain cases, espe
cially when the importing country is suffering from a serious unemploy
ment problem, whether wide-spread or confined to certain areas cannot
be disregarded.

Situations of this kind may hinder the structural changes mentioned
earlier. The point of these changes, as far as employment is concerned, is
that the labour displaced from certain less productive industries will be
absorbed cy the expansion of other more productive industries as a result
of the expansion of exports. This displacement takes time, however, and
meanwhile it will be necessary to prevent serious unemployment, especially
when there already is some, as has already been said.

This could occur if imports increased very rapidly and at prices that
were exceptionally low in relation to normal market prices and caused a
sudden fall in the production of the lines affected.

There is absolutely no reason, however, to attach general signirlcance
to these exceptional cases. Industrial exports, as has been stated elsewhere,
have been confined so far to a very small number of goods and have gone
to a very small number of countries. By .contrast, the policy advocated in
this report is based on the opportunities offered by a wide range of articles
for which demand is growing rapidly. Exports could thus be diversified
and the number of cases in which home production would be severely
affected would not be very great.

2.4
0.3

0.6

0.2
0.7
2.2
0.2

Net
increase
in actire
labou,
force

1.3
7.3
0.5
3.2
0.2
0.9

23.4
2.5

~Ilmbers displaced
as proportioll of

Ire the volume
d therefore be
ler a period of
ping countries
nove resources
re higher.
lted. Actually,

amounted to
ing an increase
~ap, this would
le consumption
11961 to 19'iO.
Ig countries on

ing table of the
Jping countries
:able deals only
I,Iance has been
the developing

:>rts from them.
I much smaller.
by comparison

le increment in
this point.

)ecrease
tU agri
~Jlltural

labour
force

rarket, New York,

I developing coun
: added per person



It seems inevitable that there would be cases of this kind. They occur
continually in industrial development. What is more, they are an inherent
feature of such development, particularly when there is a great dynamic
impetus in industry. That is why leading countries have taken positive
steps to deal with problems of this kind.

Such steps are designed to facilitate the displacement of workers from
industries that are declinin<>: because of technological changes to those
that are rapidly expanding, aad at the same time to provide incentives for
attracting capital to the areas affected by industrial unemployment.

Similar steps could be applied also to some industries that may suffer
as a result of imports of manufactures from the developing countries. What
we are concerned with is a particular case in the general phenomenon of
structural change in industry cause~ by technological progress."

It is clear that steps of this kind take time to produce results and that
there will be cases in which it will be necessary to adopt temporary meas
ures to prevent the harm that may be caused to some industries by imports.
GATT has appropriate machinery for cloing this through the imposition
of restrictions on imports; article XIX provides that, if as a result of un
foreseen developments, any product is being imported into the territory of
a Contracting Party in such increased quantities and under such conditions
as to cause or threaten serious injury to domestic producers, remedial
action,subject to appropriate safeguards, shall be permitted. Such emer
gency measures, however, shOUld be of a non-discriminatory character, but
in the case of cotton textiles special action was taken outside the frame
work of the General Agreement, and discrimination against the developing
countries was authorized. The fact of such discrimination, and the lack of
the normal safeguards which GATT provides in such matters, is clearly
cause for serious concern in the countries affected.

4. THE GATT PROGRAMME OF ACTION

No less serious are various other obstacles to the export trade of
developing countries in semi-manufactures and finished manufactures,
often discriminating against developing countries, with which the GATT
Programme of Action is intended to deal.

It would be very important for the Conference to give its firm support
to this Programme. I~ the first place, the general standstill provision that
"no new tariff or non-tariff barriers should be erected by industrial coun
tries against the expo~t trade of any less developed country" is clearly
just as applicable to manufactures as to primary commodities and not
only to the products now exported but also to the developing countries'
new export items.

2 We may refer here to the legislation enacted for this purpose in the United
States (Area Redevelopment and Trade Expansion Act) and the United Kingdom
(Distribution of Industry Act) and to various industrial readjustment programmes
of the European Coal and Steel Community and of the European Economic Com
munity.
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The Programme of Action recommends further that industrialized
countries should urgently prepare a schedule for lowering and eliminating
tariff barriers to exports of semi-processed and processed products from
less developed countries, providing for a reduction of at least 50 per cent
of the present duties over the next three yaars. The importance of this
recommendation will be apparent from our earlier discussion of the impact
of the differential tariffs applied by the industrial countries.

Finally, the Programme of Action requires that restrictions on im
ports from the developing countries which are inconsistent with the pro
visions of GATT should be eliminated within a ?eriod of one year; or, in
special cases of difficulty, not later than 31 December 1965. These re
strictions, which are a survival of the period of heavy balance of payments
pressure in western Europe, have been considerably reduced in recent
years. Those of them that still remain were authorized as transitional
measures by GATT in 1955 to ease the process of adjustment. The restric
Hons are frequently applied on a basis that discriminates against the de
veloping countries, and there is less and less justification for their con
tinuation as western Europe grows economically stronger and the problem
of the developing countries' trade gap becomes steadily more acute.

In general, it is essential to remove all existing discrimination against
exports of manufactures from developing countries and to ensure that th.ey
gain access to world markets on terms and conditions not less favourable
than those which apply generally. This is the objective of the GATT
Programme of Action, and it is an objective that should receive strong
endorsement from the Conference.

B. The question of preferences

1. MEANING OF THE PROBLEM

In order to stimulate exports of industrial products from developing
countries, two types of measures are required. In the first place, channels
to the markets of the great industriai centres should be opened through
the elimination of obstacles to the flow of exports. Secondly, the active
promotion of exports should be undertaken both in the developing coun
tries themselves and on the international plane.

The existing obstacles to expoits have just been examined. But it is
necessary to go further and introduce a system of preferences.

The case for preferential treatment for exports of developing coun
tries is that it would help t1le industries of developing countries to over
come the difficulties that they encounter in export markets because of their
high initial costs. It is a temporary measure which, by opening up larger
markets to the industries of developing countries, would enable them to
iower their costs and thus compete on world markets without the need for
continuing preference.

The case is thus a logical extension of the infant industry argument.
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It is not a matter of controversy among economists that national protection
of infant industries is justifiable wl•.:rever such industries have a long-run
prospect of reaching a high level of efficiency.

In order to be efficient, those industries must have access to wider
markets; otherwise they may not be able to break out of the vicious circle
of low output and high costs. Such markets must be sought in the de
veloped countries as well as in other developing countries. But if infant
industries need protection in the domestic market because of high costs,
they obviously need even more protection in foreign markets, whether
developed or developing, in the form of preferential treatment. It is for
this reason that the following two suggestions have been made: (a) develop
ing countries should give preference to imports from other developing
countries in their own markets; (b) ,developed countries should give pref
erence to imports from developing countries in their own markets.

The two suggestions raise somewhat different issues. The main fea
tures of the first have already been outlined, and the following discussion
will concentrate on the second.

As was said earlier in this report, GATT sanctioned the continuation
of preferential arrangements in force at the time toe Agreement was
signed, but prohibited new arrangements of this sort except where they
represeD' J a stage in the setting up of customs unions or free-trade areas.

The reason for the prohibition was, and still is, the belief that coun
tries ought to treat one another equally in their foreign trade and not grant
advantages to some countries that they a'Le not prepared to extend to
others. But however valid the most-favoured-nation principle may be in
regulating trade relations among equals, it is not a suitable concept for
trade involving countries of vastly unequal economic strength. The accept
ance by the Meeting of Ministers of GATT in May 1963 of non-reciprocal
tariff concessions to developing countries was a valuable first step in
recognizing the need for special encouragement to the trade of these
countries. Adoption of the principle of preferential treatment for the trade
of developing countries is the logical next step.

It should be emphasized that the grant:ng of preferences to develop
ing countries would not conflict With the objective of the Kennedy round
of tariff negotiations or indeed with any other effort to bring down or
remove the barriers to trade. Even if the Kennedy round were completely
successful, it would mean the reduction but not the elimination of tariffs
by the negotiating countries. The issue that arises, therefore, is whether
the industrial countries would be ready to grant free entry at least to the
developing countries if not to one another. The idea is not to create perma
nent margins of preference that could be maintained only through reten
tion of existing tariffs by the developed countries. The suggestion is,
rather, that pending the elimination of obstacles to trade by the developed
countries, free access should be granted to the developing countries.

The introduction of a new system of preferences would involve the
mutual adjustment of various conflicting interests among the developing
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countries on the one hand, and between the developing and the industrial
countries, on the other. There may be a temptation to try and take account
of any difficulties that arise in reaching such adjustment by introducing
complicating devices and refinements into the scheme so as to cater to
particular preoccupations. Certain of these de'lices and refinements could
indeed prove to be indispensable, but the general proposition should be
borne in mind that the greater the complication of the scheme, the less
chance it has of being accepted or found workable.

The first question for consideration is: which countries should grant
preferences? The hope and expectation, as already noted, is that all de
veloped countries would agree to grant preferences to all developing
countries. While it may be doubted whether the scheme could be effectively
implemented unless all major developed countries agreed to participate,
unanimity would not be essential. The scheme might enter into force when
an important group of countries indicated their willingness to participate.

So far as the participation of the socialist countries in the concession
of preferences is concerned, as indicated elsewhere, tariffs do not have the
same meaning in these countries as in private-enterprise economies.
Nevertheless, whenever tariffs are imposed, free entry should be assured to
imports from developing countries. At the same time, the socialist coun
tries should favour imports from developing countries in their foreign
trade plans, and their State trading agencies should give effect to such
preferences in their purchasing arrangements.

The implementation of all such measures could be evaluated in the
light of actual performance, and would be one of the subjects for annual
review within the new organizational scheme of trade and development
that might be suggested by the Conference.

The selection of countries to benefit from preferences is somewhat
more difficult. No single criterion has been found satisfactory in identifying
those countries which should be regarded as qualifying for preferential
treatment. Such factors as per capita income, the size of the country, the
share of agriculture and industry in total employment and output, and the
impact of the primary export sector on the growth of the economy should
be considered. If these factors are taken into account, it is relatively easy
to decide which are and which have ceased to be developing countries in
most cases. There is, nevertheless, ll' small group of borderline cases at the
top of the per capita income range and it is not an easy matter to establish
the cut-off point among them.

The problem is, perhaps, not too important from the standpoint of
the industrial countries, because imports of manufactures from the devel
oping countries are not likely to be a matter of overwhelming consequence
for them in any case, as we have seen. But they are for some developing
countries which may fear that they will not be able to benefit from prefer
ences if they have to compete with other more advanced members of the
developing group. The problem of which developing countries should be
included in the scheme is thus closely linked to the problem of gradation
or differentiation of preferences which will be examined below.
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2. SELECTION OF GENERAL PREFERENCES AND THEIR DURATION

Most of the discussion of preferences thus far has proceeded on the
assumption that they should be grunted on a selective basis for particular
products. The main consideration un4erlying this approach appears to be
the desire to exclude products which would raise domestic problems for
the developed countrics, notably those produced in relatively weak or
stagnant sectors of the economy of these countries. There may also be a
desire to dircct the ctrorts of developing countrics towards industries
ofrering substantial growth potential and the prospect of viability within
a reasonable number of years, making it possible to discontinue the
preferences.

These two considerations app~ar reasonable enough, but if they are
exmnined more closely, serious disadvantages may be observed.

First and foremost, the experience of GATT and of other bodies has
shown that a system of selective negotiations, product by product, raises
great ditnculties. Naturally enough, eachjndustry which considers itself
threatened by foreign competition is liable to adopt a severely defensive
attitude and seek to maintain the status quo. Ttis very understandable
attitudc does not find its logical counterbalance in the industries which
may increase their exports to the developing countries as the foreign
exchange earnings of the latter advance, since these advantages are still
problcmatical and therefore do not provide a tangible incentive for the
adoption of preferences. Nor is it to be expected that an industry that felt
itself affected by imports would examine this matter from the viewpoint of
the economy as a whole and not for its own particular situation.

If, moreover, the preferences to be granted by all developed countries
are to be standard in terms of commodity coverage, the ultimate list of
products qualifying for preference is likely to be the lowest common
denominator of all national lists; since any industry regarded as vulnerable
in anyone country is likely to have its way with the general list of all
countries.

From the standpoint of th~ developing countries, moreover, it is
ditncult to imagine how a suitable selection of industries for preferential
treatment could be made. It would surely be better to leave scope for the
initiative of enterprises to seek out the best opportunities, subject, of
course, to measures of guidance and assistance,. in which Governments
should have a very important role, as will be seen later. One wonders what
degree of success might have attended efforts, in any of the countries that
are now industrialized, to draw up a precise pattern of possible industrial
exports in advance when they were at the earliest stage of development. It
is hardly likely that an effective selection could now be made, from the
whole range of industry, of all those particular branches which might prove
to be successful in particular developing countries in the long run.

Thus the danger is that a selective list of products qualifying for
preference may turn out to be unduly restricted and drawn up much more
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with an eye to static considerations than to the dynamic possibilities of a
new international division of labour. For this reason, a better and simpler
approach would be for preferential treatment to be granted in principle to
all imports from the developin<: countries, subject only to certain specified
exclusions, as well as certain safeguards, as indicated below.

Much of the discussion that has taken place so far has been related
to preferential treatment for semi-finished and finished manufactures only.
Acceptance of this limitation would raise a number of difficulties in defin
ing the scope of these products, calling for expert study and recommenda
tion. Expert study would also be required of the problem of defining the
origin of products manufactured or semi-manufactured from imported
materials or components. Neither these nor any other difficulties seem to
be of major consequence, and they should not prevent the Conference
from adopting a decision in principle in favour of preferences. Indeed, this
decision in principle is necessary in order to provide, through common
agreement of Governments, a framework within which the technicians will
be required to work out practical details.

A small margin of preference is not likely to provide adequate in
centives for establishing new export industries in developing countries. If
a new system of preferences is worth introducing at all, the margins of
preference should provide incentives ttat are dearly adequate in relation
to the magnitude of the problem.

S~ce many or most of the tariffs applied to manufa~tures by the
industrial countries are relatively low, and are expected to fall even further
as a result of the Kennedy round, the optimum solution would be to grant
free entry to imports from developing countries. For the members of EEC
and EFfA this would simply mean granting to the developing countries
treatment not less favourable than they are prepared to give one another.

Since the new preferential system is intended as an encouragement to
infant industries, it will be evident that some provision must be made for
the elimination of preferences once the industries are firmly established.
In general, preferences should be introduced for a period of no less than
ten years with respect to any given industry in any developing country. At
the end of the ten-year period, preferences would be withdrawn unless it
could be shown, to the satisfaction of-an appropriate international author
ity, that special circumstances warranted their continuation. The ten-year
period would be reckoned from the time of the initial granting of prefer
ences to exports of a particular industry in a given country even though
this would mean that plants established subsequently in the same country
would not benefit from the full period of preference.

The fact that preferential treatment for anyone industry in a devel
oping country would normally come to an end after ten years would
have two advantages. For one thing, it would compel the entrepreneurs
concerned to concentrate on making the industry fully competitive by
the time the shelter of preferences was withdrawn. A second advantage
would result from the fact that infant industries, established shortly after
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the inception of the scheme in countries that are still at an early stage
of development, would count their ten-yr.31 period of preference from
the time such preference was first applied to any industry subject to this
regime. This means that such industries would enjoy preferential treat
ment not merely in relation to the industries of developed countries but
also in relation to those of the more advanced developing countries, once
the respective industries of the latter countries were no longer entitled
to preferences.

The duration of preferences should probably not be fixed at less
than ten years. Sufficient time must be allowed for their incentives to
take effect and for significant results to be achieved in export markets.
In the conditions obtaining in developing countries, a short-term scheme
of preferences would scarcely be j:!etter than no scheme at all.

Thus the duration of preferences raises an issue similar to that in
volved in the margin of preference, namely, that there is a minimum
scale and duration below which the incentive provided would be inade
quate. It would not be worth facing all the political and other difficulties
entailed in a new departure from the' most-favoured-nation principle
simply for the sake of token margins of preference on a few selected
products for a very limited period, amounting to little more in toto than
a gesture in the face of the immense problems of the trade gap.

3. SAFEGUARDS FOR DEVELOPED COUNTRIES

It would not be difficult to understand an initial hesitation on the
part of the industrial countries in accepting a scheme that appears to
promote competition from developing countries with the output of cer
tain of their own industries. In time, they would undoubtedly see the
advantages of the scheme, since it would provide a means of increasing
their sales to developing countries by the amount of the additional pur
chasing power accruing to the latter countries from the expansion of
their own exports with the aid of preference. Thus, the industrial coun
tries may see advantages in expanding rather than in contracting the
volume of their preferential imports. Nevertheless, particularly at the
outset of a programme of preferences, the developed countries would no
doubt wish to have assurance as regards both the total volume of prefer
ential imports and the volume of imports in anyone category.

As we have seen; an expansion of exports of manufactures that would
be very large in relation to the existing shipments by developing coun
tries would still be extremely small in relation to the actual and potential
consumption of manufactures by the developed countries. If, therefore,
the developed countries wished to set an over-all limit to the volume of
goods imported preferentially, that limit could be fixed at a level very
high in relation to existing exports of developing countries, but still very
small in relation to the size of their own domestic markets.

The question now arises as to how the aggregate quota of manufac
tures from the developing countries would be divided between the various
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industrial countries. One way of doing this would be to divide the total

quota in proportion to the consumption of manufactures by each im

porting country. But this approach would make no allowance for the

fact that large countries with highly diversified resources and productive

facilities natumUy tend to import less in relation to consumption than

small countries whose economies are more highly specialized.

An alternative method would be to divide thl~ import quota in pro

portion to each developed country's imports of manufactures. In this

way imports from developing countries would increase, from year to

year, in line with total world imports of manufactures. However, the

disadvantage of this method is that the developed countries whose import

coefficient is very low would have a relatively small quota of preferential

imports. It may be possible to combine these two methods in order to

find a formula acceptable to all developed countries.

As regards the impact of preferential imports on particular indus

tries, it is necessary to keep in mind the fact that preferences are de

signed to help in offsetting ~e high costs of infant industries in develop

ing countries. If, however, as a result of the preference, a country exerts

undue pressure on the prices prevailing in the industrial countries, it

thereby demonstrates either that it does not need the preference or that

the preference is excessive.

Developed countries could hardly be expected to offer encourage

ment through preferences to those industries in developing countries that

are already able to stand on their own feet in world markets and still

less to those industries whose costs are much lower than those of similar

industries in developed countries.

In view of this, it may be considered desirable that, at the time the

new preferential system is introduced, each developed country should be

able to reserve its right to withhold preferential treatment from products

accounting in toto for a reasonable percentage of its aggregate imports

or consumption of manufactures. This percentage could include some

articles, which it might be considered advisable to exclude from the pref

erences so as not to affect certain imports from other supplying countries,

and certain articles that would be specially reserved for the less advanced

developing countries, as will be seen below.

Once the system is in effect, developed countries might add new

exceptions to the preferential regime, in accordance with clearly estab

lished criteria.

Another possible safeguard might be to provide that imports of

particular products could cease to qUalify for preferential treatment when

they exceed a certain percentage, to be fixed in advance, of the domestic

consumption of a particular importing country.

It should be emphasized that the withholding of preference from

particular products, under provisions such as those discussed above, would

simply imply that normal most-favoured-nation treatment ,WOUld be ap-
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plied. The withholding of preference could not in any case justify action
to restrict normal imports of the products in question outside the provi
sions of GATT.

4. DIFFERENCES BETWEEN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES IN RELATION TO
PREFERENCES

It is now necessary to examine the possibility that some of the more
advanced of the developing countries might quickly pre-empt so large a
proportion of the total preferential quota allocated by the industrial
countries as to leave insufficient scope for countries at a much earlier
stage of development. In general, the extent of any danger that the total
quota might be used up would obviously depend on the size of the latter.
As already noted, in the course of time, developed countries may see
enough advantages in the preferential scheme to be prepared to enlarge
the total quota.

If the quota were large in relation to existing exports from devel
oping countries, there would be adequate room for all, and it would
probably not be necessary to take any steps in the immediate future.
Action would be required only if it became apparent, in the course of
such an annual review, that there was an obvious danger that some coun
tries might be excluded from the quota and that no possibility existed of
enlarging it.

If, however, the total quota is established at a relatively low level,
the case for exporting country quotas becomes stronger. The difficulty
here is that such an approach is so complicated as to be, in all proba
bility, unworkable. It is not simply that a dozen or so industrial countries
would have to establish a quota for each of one hundred or more develop
ing C01.Hltries-or wen over a thousand quotas in all. Difficult as such a
sharing out of a small total quota might be, it would be simplicity itself
compared with the problem of policing such quotas for each and every
item on the import list.

Instead of establishing individual exporting country quotas, it might
be better to set some limit to the share which anyone country might take
of the available total quota. Countries would be permitted to exceed this
limit only where it could be shown that the unutilized portion of the total
quota was so large in (elation to the exports of other de.veloping coun
tries as to leave ample margin for the latter. At' the same time, special
measures should be adopted to encourage exports from the least devel
oped countries, along the lines discussed below.

Among the most difficult of all problems connected with the intro
duction of a new system of preferences is whether to give different degrees
or kinds of preference to countries according to their per capita income
or stage of development. .

The rationale for such a gradation of preferenaes is quite a simple
one. The productivity differential between the least and most advanced
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of the developing countries is far greater than the corresponding differ
ential between the latter and the industrially developed countries. Con
sequently, the very same considerations that would justify the granting
of preferences to developing countries in general would call for substan
tially larger preferences to the least developed than to the mo~t developed
among them.

Differentiation of this sort among developing countries has already
found a place in the Treaty of Montevideo establishing the LAFTA.
Under the Treaty, the relatively less developed of the Latin American
members of LAFTA receive particularly favourable treatment as regards
the mutual reduction of tariffs and in other respects.

There is no doubt that not all developing countries would be equally
able to benefit from a preferential scheme drawn on a uniform basis. As
already noted, the group of developing countries currently exporting
manufactures on a significant scale to the industrial countries is rela
Lively small, and the short-term gains from preferences would be limited
to this small group. On the other hand, the objective of the preferences
would be to provide incentives leading to a broader distribution of manu
factured exports in terms of supplier countries as well as of types of
products. The danger is that, if these incentives were uniform, the incre
ment in exports might tend to be concentrated in those countries that
have already taken the lead in this field.

Unfortunately, the scope for a gradation of preferences may not be
very great, especially if the Kennedy round of tariff negotiations achieves
significant successes.

When tariffs are relatively low, for example, of the order of 10 to
15 per cent, the gradation of preferences could be detrimental to the
incentive to export in the most advanced developing countries without
the less advanced having a meaningful advantage; indeed, this advantage
could be smaller than would be necessary to overcome cost differences
with the most advanced developing countries.

At the same time, it has to be stressed once again that, however well
founded may be the reasons for introducing refinements into the scheme,
the greater the administrative complications, the smaller the chances that
anyone at all will benefit, since the scheme may prove unworkable.

It should also be noted that it is in the nature of the case that not
all countries will benefit equally from anyone proposal before the Con
ference, taken by itself. Thus the only countries in a position to benefit
from the elimination of domestic charges on tropical commodities in cer
tain industrial countries are those that can or do produce those commodi
ties; and no gains from long-term compensatory financing will accrue to
those whose terms of trade do not decline.

At the same time it should be recognized that the problem of the
least developed countries as regards preferential arrangements is a very
real one and that the issue must be faced squarely. These countries may
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not now be in a position in which they are likely to benefit to any great
extent from preferences on industrial products, and may not be ready
to do so spontaneously for some years. Immediate steps must be taken
for the ultimate attainment of this objective.

It has already been suggested, as a partial response to the problems
of these countrics, that prefcrenccs should be terminated for any given
industry in any given country at the end of ten years, so while the benefits
accruing to the least developed countries will begin later, they will also
end latcr. In this way they will enjoy preferences which no longer apply
to other developing countries.

Furthermore, the possibility of granting preferences on a series of
articles to the less advanced developing countries without extending them
to the more advanced can well be envisaged. For this purpose use could
be made of the list of products with regard to which the industrial coun
tries had reserved the right not to grant general preferences.

But this is not sufficient. It will be necessary to set special targets
for national and international policy in relation to the least developed
countries as well as the adoption of special measures to achieve these
targets. Such measures should include exceptional efforts to analyse ex
port market opportunities for such countries, to promote their exports
accordingly, and to provide aid at a higher per capita level commen
surate with the gap to be bridged between them and the most advanced
developing countries. In other words, it may be that the provision of a
larger volume of per capita aid and of higher promotional effort is a
better way of handling the problems of countries at the earliest stage of
economic development.

This is not, however, a matter on which a dogmatic position can be
taken; it is par excellence, one of the most important questions calling
for further analysis and discussion.

5. THE ALTERNATIVES OF SUBSIDIES OR DEVALUATION

As was said before, preferences are justified as a means of protect
ing infant industries in their atte'mpt to gain export markets. The question
may be raised whether this could not be achieved by readjustment of the
exchange rate rather than by a preferential system.

It is a well-known fact that, generally speaking, the exchange rate
appropriate for the traditional trade of developing countries tends to
discourage the development of new types of exports. While, in the case
of an industrially developed country, a single rate of exchange is suffi
cient to secure equilibrium between domestic costs of production and
the prices in foreign markets, in the case of a developing country there
may be no single rate of exchange capable of securing this result. It has
to be borne in mind that the exchange rate of a developing country
reflects the level of money costs of production in the primary sectors of
the economy and not in the manufacturing sector. On the other hand,
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the less developed a country is, the higher are its manufacturing costs,
in general, relative to money costs in the primary sectors of the economy.
Thus the exchange rate equating domestic costs and prices in the primary
sector with those of the world market will cause manufacturing costs to
be excessively high in terms of foreign currencies. It is therefore an
overvalued exchange rate from the standpoint of exports of manufactures.
On the other hand, the particular rate of exchange which would make it
possible for a developing country to gain export markets for its manu
facturing industries would mean a considerable undervaluation of the
currency in terms of the primary commodities which form the great bulk
of its exports.

Devaluation would be a possible solution in such cases, provided
that it did not lead to further increases in costs. This might be difficult
to ensure in countries where a rise in the price of imports has a direct
and marked impact on the cost of living, thereby generating demands
for higher wages. Moreover, devaluation would probably lead either to a
fall in the external prices of traditional exports or to excess profits for
primary producers.

It has been suggested that, in order to avoid these drawbacks,
devaluation should be accompanied by two other measures; first, a tax
on traditional exports equivalent to the amount of the devaluation; and,
secondly, a cut in tariffs, also in proportion to the devaluation. Exports
of new products would not, therefore, be subject to the export tax, but
would benefit from the incentive provided by the lower eh.nange rate,
while the rise in the cost of foreign exchange for imports would be offset
in its effects on internal consumption by the cut in tariffs.

If, for political or other reasons, it proved impracticable to devalue,
some method of subsidizing industrial exports could be studied. In this
case it would be necessary to secure the agreement of the developed
countries not to apply countervailing duties. Such agreement would no
doubt be conditional on the construction of an acceptable framework
providing for safeguards against abuse.

It goes without saying that, in so far as the above solutions require
that the cost of promoting exports of manufactures would have to be
borne by the developing countries themselves, neither of the solutions
would be as satisfactory for these countries as preferential treatment for
their exports.

c. The promotion of exports of manufactures

It is clear that the development of an export trade in manufactures
from developing countries depends primarily upon the efforts of these
countries themselves. No guarantee of access to world markets nor even
the granting of preferential treatment could replace measures taken in the
developing countries to stimulate industries capable of production for
export. There are many obstacles to the expansion of manufactures in
the developing countries.

75

'.



First and foremost, it is necessary to induce export-mindedness.
For reasons that have already been explained, their industrialization has
been based almost exclusively on import substitution. There is no con
ftict bctween import substitution and export promotion. Industries that
begin by catering to the domcstic market may, as they gain experience
and ellicicncy, brunch out into export markets. On the whole, however,
import substitution has gone furthest in the light industries, and this
is precisely the area where demand is least buoyant in the developed
countries, and where the sensitivity to low-cost imports is therefore
grcatest. Without in any way giving up the hope that the developed coun
tries will be prepared to progressively incrcasc access to their markets
for the products of light industries, the developing countries should also
seck out the many opportunities that exist in areas of more dynamic
Q;'llumd.

Reccnt cxpcrience strongly suggests that the comparative advantage
of developing countries does not lie solely in the textile and other similar
industries. There is significant evidence that the developing countries
may also have an advantage in, for -example, certain of the metal
transforming industries.

There is also a case for exploring, much more systematically th'an
hitherto, the possibilities of manufacturing certain types of intermediate
goods and components in the developing countries for use in the indus
tries of developed countries. It is already the practice of large-scale
industry in the advanced countries to subcontract certain of their opera
tions to specialized firms, and it is possible that subcontracting of this
type may prove feasible on an international as well as a national scale.
TIle advantage of such manufacturing operations for the developing
countries is that export sales would be closely linked with the production
process of industries in the developed countries, and no elaborate efforts
of marketing or merchandising would therefore be required. Such sub
contracting would, moreover, emphasize a complementary relationship
between industries of developed and developing countries rather than
competition. There should be further study of possibilities along these
lines, including an examination of methods of avoiding excessive depend
ence on external factors or an' unduly specialized industrial structure
such as might result from industrial development of this type.

Much could be .done, moreover, to overcome the difficulties that
resclt from the lack of familiarity of industrialists in developing countries
with the needs and quality standards of developed countries. At the
national level, Governments may undertake their own investigations of
foreign market possibilities, introduce inspection and quality-control pro
grammes to export industries, and foster better design through institutes
and research centres.

Governments may also be in a position to share certain of the risks
involved in breaking into new markets abroad. For example, Govern
ments might well underwrite production and export feasibility studies.
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Even in the advanced countries, Governments have assumed a major
responsibility in the provision of information to the business community
based on their contacts overseas. Governments should also consider
offering various types of risk insurance and even undertake to indemnify
exporters for losses incurred during an initial period of market explora
tion or penetration. Provision is also required, particularly {or durable
goods industries, for export credit facilities that would enable producers
in developing countries to ~ompete with the credit terms available to
exporters in the developed countries.

A variety of fiscal and other incentives could also be provided. The
granting of tax advantages, special treatment in the allocation of import
licences or export bonuses, favourable transport ratcs and many other
incentives could help to promote the achievement of adequate export
goals. Experience along these lines in the industrially developed countries
should be studied with a view to drawing the necessary lessons for
developing countries. In addition to these incentives, the developing
countries should eliminate certain obstacles which result from their own
policies. We have referred elsewhere to monetary overvaluation of a
structural nature. But there is another kind of overvaluation which is the
result of a process of suppressed inflation: internal costs rise while the
exchange rate is artificially maintained. In some developing countries,
this has seriously discouraged exports and at the same time stimulated
imports, thus aggravating the tendency towards a trade deficit. There is
often also a series of administrative obstacles hindering exports. All this
should therefore be revised.

All the measures discussed so far involve action primarily at the
national level. The effectiveness of such action would, however, be greatly
reinforced if supplemented by international financial and technical as
sistance. For example, studies of market opportunities suitable to the
industrial potential of developing countries could be undertaken on a
larger scale <l.nd more thoroughly if international resources and expertise
were made available. Similarly, much more credit and insurance facilities
could be made available to exporters if international sources of finance
could be brought into play. In this connexion, the pilot programme of
the Inter-American Development Bank in providing export credit facilities
to Latin American industries constitutes a significant beginning.

Careful study is also needed of tht' rrvposal made by the delegation
of Brazil to GATT for the establishment of an international trade centre
to supply information on market potentialities in the developed countries
for goods produced in the developing countries.3

There is also scope for private foreign capital to play an invaluable
role in promoting exports of manufactures from developing countries.
Private foreign investment in the manufacturing sector in developing
countries generally brings with it the most up-to-date technical develop-

3 GATT, Committee Ill, "International Trade Information Centre" (document
COM.1lI/93, 26 October 1962).
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ments as well as a sound knowledge of the markets to be served. Experi

ence in recent years suggests that, for a variety of reasons, foreign capital

is likely to be most effective as well as most acceptable in developing

countries if it is combined with local capital and initiative. It would also

be important for the developing countries to require, in suitable cases, that

adequate export goals be achieved by industries established with foreign

capital resources. Where international companies establish subsidiaries in

developing countries, they frequently concentrate on import ~ubstitution

in local markets, avoiding exports which would compete with the output

of their home-based plants. Governments of developing countries should

study the possibility of making the co-operation of private foreign capital

conditional upon adequate export performance, and certainly any special

incentives provided to private foreign capital should be linked to such

performance. .

In general, there is still much to be learnt and studied in the field of

export promotion, and the time available for preparing the present Con

ference has not been sufficient for this purpose. The co-operation of the

United Nations Centre for Industrial Development should be sought in

pressing forward the necessary investigations in thi~ field.
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Chapter III

THE PROVISION OF INTERNATIONAL RESOURCES
FOR THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

A. Compensatory financing to counter the effects of deterioration
in the terms of trade

1. THE POLICY OF FINANCIAL CO-OPERATION

The great defects discernible in present financial co-operation policy
towards the developing countries must not blind us to the substantial
progr~ss that has been made both in the scale'and the results of financial
co-operation since its beginning soon after the Second World War.

The funds supplied by the private enterprise economies in various
forms (loans, private investment and assistance proper), which amounted
to $1.8 billion in 1950, reached a total of $6.6 billion in 1962. Although
the average rate of increase has been around 11 per cent per annum, a
great deal remains to be done. In 1962, the funds supplied amounted to
only 0.7 per cent of the combined income of these developed countries.
On the other hand, although this is a great deal less than the 1 per cent
approved by the United Nations General Assembly, it compares favour
ably with the figure of scarcely 0.3 per cent recorded in 1950.

There have been very positive advances in the conception of financial
co-operati.:m. While the importance of external private investment in the
developing countries is recognized, the need for the provision of con
siderable amounts of public resources is no longer questioned. The liber
alization of the terms on which these are made available, with respect to
maturity, interest charges, and type of projects, is in itself a considerable
advance. Regional institutions have been set up which usefully supplement
the world finance agency, while the recent evolution in the policy of the
latter has given a strong impetus to a process that had been developing
over the years as a result of experience. Quantitative targets for the pro
vision of international resources were established in the Punta del Este
Charter and the amounts and allocation of those resources were linked not
only to the viability of specific projects but also to development plans in
which modifications in the economic and social structure are recognized
as an indispensable requirement for development.

However, this progress in financial c:o-operation policy is not without
its negative aspects. There are two which are of major concern to us here.
First, the deterioration in the terms of trade has seriously impaired the
developing countries' capacity to import capital goods, thereby offsetting
the positive effects of the international resources made available. Secondly,

79

!

~

r



I

I

r

the relatively early maturity dates for repayment of a considerable pro
portion of these resources, together with the kind of servicing some of
the loans require, are a heavy burden on many developing countries and
will become so for others if things continue as at present. These are
matters which are obviously important lInd we shall proceed to examine
them in view of their close connexion with the purposes of the Conference.

2. THE NEED FOR COMPENSATORY FINANCING

If the developing countries arc to reach and surpass the goals of the
Development Decade, they must be able to plan the necessary mobili
zation of internal and external resources to this end. Any acceleration in
the rate of growth implies a stepping up of the rate of investment; and
in so far as this in turn involves imported equipment, it C3n be pro
gnumned only on the assumption that the required volume of disposable
foreign exchange will be available.

Most of the developing countries have little or nothing in the way
of a safety margin for absorbing decl,ines in foreign exchange availa
bilities. Their external reserves are low, and in many cases their imports
of non-essential goods have already been cut to the minimum. Thus, any
deterioration in the terms of trade seriously impairs their capacity to
import the capital equipment required for growth. Such a deterioration
thereby undermines the achievement of the very objectives for which
international resources are supplied to them. Economic development is
or should be a coherent process in which particular elements and projects
mutually support and reinforce onc another. The effectiveness of any
project financed under a programme of co-operation is therefore bound
to be diminished if other foreign exchange resources, which were counted
upon for complementary investments, cease to be available because of
an unforeseen decline in commodity export prices. In seeking reasons
for the shortcomings in existing programmes of financial co-operation
one cannot afford to overlook the damage caused by the deterioration
in terms of trade.

The solution to this problem should be approached from two sides.
We have already examined the 'case for commodity agreements. But such
agreements cannot offer a complete solution for all commodities or for
all situations. It is therefore important to provide supplementary resources
to compensate developing countries for losse,s from declining terms of
trade.

The fundamental aim of a compensatory scheme should be to main
tain the total purchasing power of the external resources accruing to
developing countries through their exports.

Much thought has been given to the short-term aspects of this
problem. Proposals have been made for a developm.~nt insurance fund
designed to give full or partial compensation for a shortfall in export
proceeds compared with some base period. 'While action on these pro-
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posals has been deferred, the International Monetary Fund has begun to

apply a new scheme of lesser scope which provides certain accommoda

tions to tide countries over a period of temporary balance-of-payments

disequilibrium resulting from export shortfalls.

Useful as holding operations of this kind may be, they do not go to

the heart of the longer-term problems associated with a downward trend

in the terms of trade. As in the case of commodity agreements, a basic

policy decision is required-a decision in principle that developing coun

tries experiencing a deterioration in their terms of trade should have

easy access to additional international resources in order to achieve the

objective of maintaining their purchasing power. As will be explained,

the satisfaction of such requirements must depend on certain conditions.

Subject, however, to the fulfilment of acceptable criteria, the international

community should recognize that it has a clear responsibility towards

developing countries that have suffered a deterioration in their terms of

trade in the same way as Governments recognize a similar responsibility

towards their domestic primary producers.

However, the additional resources that would thus be provided are

different from the usual resources made available in the form of loans.

Loans represent resources which the countries making them take from the

income they themselves generate, whereas the operations under discussion

constitute transfers of resources derived from the income which accrues

from countries exporting primary commodities as a result of the deteriora

tion in the terms of trade in respect of those products.

What, then, should be the point of departure for measures of com

pensation? In relation to what point in time should losses be calculated?

Would it suffice to assure the developing countries that they will not be

subject to new losses in relation to present prices? Or should losses be

calculated in relation to some past year, when the terms of trade were less

unfavourable to developing countries than they have recently been? To

compensate for new losses is important but it is not enough; something

needs to be done to restore the purchasing power of the developing coun

tries, and not simply prevent it from weakening further.

So far as the first aspect is concerned, the point of departure presents

no major difficulty, since it would be possible to take the terms of trade

prevailing in the last year and, in j:he light of any new decline that may

have occurred, to calculate the resources to be transferred.

The second aspect, however, raises the problem of deciding from

what year or years the deterioration ought to be calculated, since the

results will obviously be very different depending upon the year chosen

and there is no objective or automatic way of solving this problem. It will

therefore be necessary to adopt a pragmatic approach to a solution.

Such an approach would have to 'be based on a study of the potential

investment resources lost by each country as a result of actual past deterio

ration in the terms of trade, the impact of this deterioration on the balance

of payments, the effects of both these phenomena on the rate of growth,
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and any other factors that it might be advisable to consider in each par
ticular case. This study would be necessary in order to determine what
additionnl intel'llutional resources would have to be provided in order to
compensate developing countries for the adverse elTects of the terms of
trade.

It is not for this report-and much less for the Conference-to deal
with such questions of methodology nor with the statistical procedures that
might be developed to determine what further deterioration there may be
in the terms of trude or, as has just been explained, to compute the amount
of additional resources thut would huve to be furnished in order to deal
with the consequences of past deterioration. All this should be studied by
experts, whose recommendations will have to be submitted to the Govern
ments for considerution. However, in order to prevent the experts from
proceeding along the wrong track, there must be a prior political decision
regarding the trunsfer of resources and the two aspects that the transfer
will involve. In other words, a clear distinction must be made between a
politicul decision udopted in principle and the most appropriate technical
methods of implementing it.

3. COMPENSATORY FINANCING AND DEVELOPMENT PLANS

The prngmutic approach to w!\ich reference has just been made
would be easier if the countries concerned had a development plan. A
development plan is generally based on the assumption that the export
and import prices currently prevailing will be maintained during the period
of the plan. It is on this assumption that the possibilities of mobilizing
domestic capital are quantified. If, however. the terms of trade subse
quently worsen, not only will it be impossible to finance imports on the
scale envisaged in the plan, but domestic resources may also fall short of
the target because of the adverse effect on real income.

Nor is it usually possible, in such a situation, to have recourse to
external borrowing to replace the lost resources, since the institutions
providing long-ternl credit are apt to regard the deterioration in terms of
trade as a factor which. because of the ilnpairment of ability to repay,
reduces a country's credit-worthiness. This reduction in borrowing
capacity aggravates still further the consequences of the deterioration in
ternlS of trade.

The need for compensatory financing to maintain the integrity of
development programmes will therefore be apparent. Nevertheless, such
financing cannot be purely mechanical. The mere transfer of compensatory
funds will not suffice to restore the plan to its original course. It will be
necessary-as was said before-to examine the new situation that has been
created and to determine the impact of the deterioration in the terms of
trade, the adjustments that should be made in the plan, and the manner
in which the funds given in compensation should be applied. The impor
tant point is that the country should know in advance that, subject to the
fulfilment of certain conditions, it can count on the necessary funds to
offset the consequences of the deterioration.

82

tim
the

tor,
res
vid
of
of
as
pr

pr
fin:
no
pH
wh

fo
in
a
ist
gi

.J



pllr
~hllt

,rto
s of

deal
that
y be
lllnt
deal
:I by
ern
rom
sion
Isfer
en a
licul

ltIde
I.A
port
riod
zing
bse
I the
rt of

le to
:ions
IS of
pay,
wing
min

:yof
such
ltory
11 be
been
1S of
nner
Ipor
) the
Is to

-r·_·-""~----:·-::'-:,:·-:=- -::-=-- ---- ----~- -.-~.,"'••"". "-

!: It should also know in advance that, if the plan has been based on a
1'.1 serious effort to mobilize domestic capital, a country will not be required
I1 to intensify that effort at a time when its ability to do so is clearly
! -1 reduced. Any such additional effort would in any event reinforce, but not
I; be a substitute for, compensatory financing, assuming there was sufficient
\ margin for that purpose. Finally, the availability of compensatory funds

I
would afford the international credit agencies the assurance they would
need that the country's ability to pay would not suffer from the effect of

I the adverse terms of trade.

Any significant review (lf the development plan will obviously take
time, and if a country had to wait until such a review was carried out,
the deterioration of the situation might make the plan, as originally con
ceiveJ, unworkable. It is in such conditions that the experiment in short
term compensation initiated by the International Monetary Fund might
come into play: such compensation would provide a means of tiding a
country over the period during which the necessary adjustments in the
plan could be made, and a claim established for long-term compensatory
financing.

In the light of this explanation of the close link between compensa
tory financing and development plans, it will be understood that the
resources in question should not normally be allocated directly to indi-
vidual producers. If that were done, not only would the basic objectives .
of the development programme be adversely affected, but the problem ,.
of deterioration in the terms of trade might be aggravated in the future '
as a result of the incentive which the higher return would offer to .

prod~~:s'relationshiP between compensatory financing and developing ,;'
programming is linked to still another consideration. To ensure that such
financing achieves its purpose, the additional resources mobilized should
not be obtained at the expense of financial resources already being sup-
plied to the developing countries_ The percentage of national income
which such resources now represent should not decrease but should go
on increasing towards the accepted target of 1 per cent. Compensatory
funds should constitute a net addition to that target, the amount of the
addition depending, of course, on the terms of trade. Moreover, in view
of the outright loss that a deterionrti~n in terms of trade represents, the
compensatory resources should not take the form of loans subject to
amortization and interest payments.

4. RECEIPT AND DISBURSEMENT OF RESOURCES

While the obvious differences between compensatorv and other
forms of financing would necessitate separate treatment of the former,
including perhaps the creation of a separate fund, it does not follow that
a new institution would be required. A fund of this type could be admin
istered through existing international credit institutions, including re
gional credit institutions.
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111 {lnkr 10 till Ihls IIt'W wit" Ihese lllslllullolls could revll'w c1altlls
fill' 1:~I\l\Pl\IISIl10I'Y tllIlIlIdllg suhllllllell 10 thelll under /.!enernl rules
IIpprovcli hy OO\'el'1l"'ellls. All tlllel'llllllve Itllght he the cr('nlloll of n
hmly of Imll'11t'mklll t'xpel'ls of Ihe hlghesl sllllllllng which would he
l'l'spollslh\l' t\l\' Iht' lC'vlt'w,

In Ihls \:ollnN\!oll. IIltllly hC' lIolC'd Ihnl C'llpet'lellcC' wllh dcvelopmcllt
plans htls showlI the lIeed 10 specll'y Ihe lllvestltlC'llts required for thc
IIttllinltlcnl of the phlll'S oh.lC'l'llves. Ihe 11I\('l'1In\ l'esourcC's to he lIlobillzed
I'lli' that purposc, Illld Ihe illterllnllolln\ tlllnllclnl resources required for
till' SIlItlC cnd, Mudl I'l'mlllns to he done III working out appropriate
Itlcthods IInd pl'ol'cd\ll'cS IIlong these \llles: I,nl'tlculnrly difficult for re·
cipiellt countl'ies Is the pl'lIctke 01' lllltlllclng Individual projects wlthont
committing the totnl extt'I'lIal funds required 1'01' the durntlon of the plnn.
It is to bc hoped thllt pl'ocedures 1'01' lI\locntin~ r('sources furnished ns
compt'lIsatory tlll11ndng will help to give developing countries every
reasonublc aSSUl'lInce thllt they call rely 011 the glohnl fUllds needed for
the currying Ollt of thdr dcvelopment plnns.

Finally, as to the fOl'm in whkh the ncccssnry resources should be
mised, naturally it would bc for each country to determine the form
which suits it best. Howcver, if use is made of a levy on imports of primary
committing the total external funds required 1'01' the duration of the plan.
care would have to be taken to ensure that it does not have a very marked
effect on consumption, and that the effective incidence of the levy is on
importing and not on exporting countries, as we have already explained
in our comments on such arrangements elsewhere in this report.

It would also be necessary to bear in mind what was said in these
comments about the ueed for a link between such measures and access to
markets, not only because of its importance as such but also for reasons
of equity since, without it, the more primary commodities a country
imported, the greater the effect would be on the receipt of resources.

B. The lmrden of sen.,icing and other aspects of external financing

1. CRITICAL SITUATIONS IN THE MATTER OF SERVICING

The problem of the burden of servicing is closely linked to the slow
growth of e..'{ports and the deterioration in the terms of trade. It is also
clear evidence of the need for a consistent policy of international eco
nomic co-operation. While on the one hand the flow of international
financial resources to the developing countries has increased-and this is
very laudable-on the other hand, the access of expotts from these coun
tries to markets of industrial countries has not been facilitated, nor been
provided reasonable stability in the purchasing power of those exports.

In what way, other than by such exports, could the increasing finan
cial burden of servicing be borrie? Reducing imports for that purpose
has its limits, and the greater the need for essential imports, the narrower
those limits will be.
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1 ExGiuding socialist countries. The public debt data exclude net obligations
arising from transactions with the IMF, and outstanding short-term commercial
arrears. If the latter were included, the 1962 figure has been estimated at approxi
mately $28 billion.

" Excluding socialist countries. In both periods, amortization represented over
two thirds of the total.
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19
38
28
7

16
13
12
11
8

16

A ,'erage
(wnlwl percentage

End /962 Inc'~au

2,067.1
2,925.9

829.2
931.5

1,359.9
778.1
638.8
741.9

2,349.0
12,621.4

EIJ(//955

.·;xl...·ulll Imblh' drill of ulu(\ nllljor debtor ('ounlrie8

($ mll/loll)

Argentina (600) *
Indiu 309.8
Pakistun 147.4
Turkey (600)*
Mexico .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 478.9
Yugoslavia. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 331.5
Colombiu 276.2
Chile 350.7
Brazil 1,380.3

AOOVE TOTAL (4,475)

SOURCE: IBRD, Economic Department.
* Estimates.

Cmmlr)'

The results of this contradiction arc apparent in a number of coun
trics and have assumed critical proportions in some of them, as we have
said before. This is due not only to the accumulation of external debts
but also to the relative shortness of their repayment periods, the relatively
high I'lItes of interest on somc obligations, and the high earnings of some
investmcnts. According to preliminary findings contained in a report
that the International Bank is preparing for the Conference, the public
and publicly guarunteed deW on the developing world rose from approxi
mately $8- I0 billion at the cnd of 1955 to some $24 billion at the end
of 1962: Le., increasing at an annual average rate of around 15 per cent.
The increases, of course, varied markedly from country to country, as
shown in the following table:

For all developing countries, servicing charges arising from interest
and amortization" on the public and publicly guaranteed debt rose from
$900 million in 1956 to $3.1 billion during 1963: the growth rate for
such service payments, therefore, av~raged somewhat in excess of 19
per cent during this interval. Of course, the amount of these annual serv
icing payments depends not only upon the level of a country's existing
debt, but also upon the repayment terms under which international public
loans are extended. As can be seen below, a considerable number of
developing countries currently face an important problem because of the
relatively short period within which repayment of their public debt is due.

.v dnltns
'111 rules
Ion of 11

/lluld be

1in these
access to

II' reasons
1 country
IUrces.

,Iopment
I for the
nohillzed
llircd for
proprillte
It for re·
I without
the pllln.
llshed liS

ICS every
~eded for

:hould he
the form
f primary
the plan.
y marked
evy is on
explained

~nancing

G

) the slow
It is also

lonal eco
emational
md this is
lese coun
t nor been
e exports.

sing finan
It purpose
: narrower



Bolivia
Dominican

Republic
India
Pakistan
Paraguay
Sudan
Uruguay

Percenlage of public and publicly guaranleed debl" repaYU2bol_2e9%>='..
over lhe neXI five yenrs _ J

50% or more 40-49% 30-39%

Argentina Burma Ecuador
Brazil Ceylon Ethiopia

Guatemala Chile Iran
Israel Colombia Nicaragua
Mexico Costa Rica Nigeria
Philippines El Salvador Peru
Turkey Spain Thailand
Venezuela
Yugoslavia

SOURCE: lBRD, Economic Department.
" Excluding short-term commercial arrears.

Loans and investments for the developing countries have not always
been made in reference to their need for resources and in the light of their
ability to pay but have often been motivated chiefly by the immediate
convenience of the countries exporting capital goods. This has frequently
resulted in the establishment of repayment periods which, while possibly
justified in individual transactions, were not compatible with a cautious
estimate of the country's ability to pay.

Actually, the care with which some institutions have adjusted the
repayment periods of loans to the special situation of each country was of
little value in cases where similar transactions were taking place through
other channels.

In any case, those are the facts and they have to be confronted without
delay. The way in which that should be done is being studied by competent
bodies and we will therefore limit ourselves here to some general com
ments, comments which we consider relevant to this Conference.

For the purposes of the Conference, there are two aspects to be
examined: first, the critical problems confronting a number of countries;
and, secondly, the need to prevent their repetition by measures affecting
both the countries which provide international financial resources and
those which receive them.

2. CONSOLlDATIO.N OF DEBTS AND EXTENSION OF REPAYMENT PERIODS

So far as the first of the abo¥e aspects is concerned, the consolidation
of a number of short-term or medium-term debts and the average exten
sion of the repayment period for the external debt as a whole, would
appear to be unavoidable for some countries. Experience, both national
and international, has 'shown, more than once, that some very critical
situations of indebtedness have been successfully dealt with, and serious
dangers avoided in this manner; However, meeting pressing obligations by
assuming others which soon will become equally pressing simply post
pones the hour of reckoning but is not a solution.
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Obviously it is not merely a matter of calculating by mathematics
how servicing could be reduced by stretching out the repayment periods.
This is a problem which cannot be divorced from a country's economic
development policy. It must therefore be part and parcel of a developmeIlt
programme which makes provision for using, together with other internal
and external resources available for covering the investment programme,
the resources released by the lightening of the servicing burden as a result
of debt adjustments.

There is no doubt that compensatory financing is an important factor
in this adjustment of the external debt. Compensating a country for the
loss it suffers because of worsening terms of trade will provide a much
sounder basis than at present for these adjustments of the external debt "nd
for further operations in the future. What is more, such compensatory
financing resources might be used by Governments for servicing the new
debts deriving from the adjustment. There is no doubt that this additional
safety factor would help considerably to make the operation more feasible,
particularly the 1~duction in the interest burden.

The other problem-that of preventing a repetition of the events that
led to the critical situations which cause so much concern-must also be
related to the need for gearing international loan and investment opera
tions to the requirements of each economic plan. The composition of a
developing country's debt, so far as its type, repayment period and other
characteristics are concerned, cannot be arbitrary; it must respond to the
conditions and needs of each country.

3. PROBLEMS THAT WILL BE SOLVED MORE EASILY WITH

DEVELOPMENT PLANS

There has been considerable progress in thinking in this field in recent
years but not enough. Where a plan is considered sound by those who have
to decide on the provision of supplementary international resources, it
would be highly desirable for such resources to be committed in principle
for the duration of the plan and for their disbursement to be subject to
fulfilment of the basic conditions of the plan and to the submission of
specific projects. This over-all approach to the plan and its financial
requirements would give the Governments and institutions providing the
resources an opportunity to co-ordinate the various operations so as to
make them compatible with the plan.and the capacity to pay all servicing
charges, in the light of probable export growth, import requirements and
other external payments.

Naturally, in the complex of reciprocal commitments involved in an
operation of this kind, countries receiving resources will have to assume,
inter alia, the obligation of prior consultation concernini> any marginal
operation not included in the over-all financing of·the development plan
with those who have undertaken to provide the international resources.
Otherwise they would run the risk of once again finding themselves in a
critical situation.

Again, a plan is the only way of solving a problem which is closely
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linked to foreign trade in the developing countries. A start has been made
in the right direction but the complete solution of this problem will depend
on a plan's over-all perspective. We are referring to the external financing
of a part of internal investment.

There has been considerable reluctance to do so because it has been
felt that external resources should .be used exclusively for' imports of
capital goods. The result has been that a developing country which found
it convenient to produce some capital goods domestically could not do so
with international resources: it was compelled to use its own limited re
sources, not only for that purpose but also for the local expenditure related
to investments ellected with imported goods.

The fact is that external resources are needed to make up fer the
shortage of internal resources in programmes of investment-: and if they
are effectively used for any of those investments and are not spent on
consumption, it makes no difference, economically speaking, whether they
are used to pay for imported capital goods or for internal investment.

That reluctance may be due mainly_ to a desire to promote the export
of capital equipment in the major centres, but, while such desire is under
standable, it may not necessarily coincide with the requirements of good
development policy, since there is no reason for stimulating imports of
certain types of capital goods when they can be economically produced in
the developing countries. Moreover, if external resources are used in
ternally, either in the production of such capital goods or for local costs
of investment, that does not mean that they will be lost from the point of
view of foreign trade. Actually, they will be used for other imports, since
there is no perceptible tendency in the developing countries to accumulate
unduly large monetary reserves.

It would therefore be advisable to avoid this water-tight separation of
resources not only as regards the aspect just indicated but also as regards
another important respect. In this report, emphasis has been laid on the
advisability of forming groupings of developing countries in order to pro
mote their reciprocal trade and thereby to reduce their potential trade
deficit. Now, it is the desire of industrial countries to promote their O\m
exports of capital goods which -generally prevents financial resources ob
tained in such countries by a developing country from being used in other
developing countries for procuring the same goods under competitive
conditions. This is part of a general problem of multilateralism in the
employment of international finan.cial resources. However, pending a solu
tion of that problem, it would be advisable to introduce this additional
element of flexibility as an integral part of the policy of international
co-operation for economic development.

If this were to happen, considerable impetus would be given to ex
ports of capital goods from some developing countries to others, as well as
to industrial countries, in the course of time.

Under present circumstances, the developing countries are at a dis
advantage because they cannot compete with the more advanced countries
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with respect to the granting of export credits. in order to remedy this
inequality, the Inter-American Development Bank has initiated a system
of export credits for the Latin American countries and it is to be hoped
that the necessary resources will be forthcoming to give these operations
the impetus they require. Likewise it would be desirable for a similar sys
tem. to be extended to the other developing countries, and for the possi
bility to be studied of setting up an insurance scheme for such credits.

This close link between the external resources gr:mted to a devel
oping country and specific projects geared to imports of capital goods is
also based on the need for a thorough study of the projects. However,
in the absence of a development plan in whose context such a study could
be made, there is nothing to prevent internal resources from being used
on low priority projects or on projects which are meaningless from the
economic or social point of view.

All these considerations make the need for planning more impera
tive, a point that is duly stressed in this report. What is more, planning
is the best way of making the policy of financial co-operation most
effective.

In this connexion, it must be borne in mind that the extent to which
international resources allocated to developing countries in recent years
have been effectively utilized is being widely questioned in the developed
countries.

Comparisons are bei.ng made with the European Recovery Pro
gramme-a programme d aid which was associated with the rapid post
war revival in western Europe in the space of a few years, and ~'!hich it
was possible to discontinue as country after country regained its economic
strength.

There is no doubt that much remains to be done by the developing
countries in taking the internal measures which would enable them to
make more effective use of the external assistance available to them.
We shall refer to sc-me of these measures later.

But one cannot in any case make a valid comparison between the
aid that was supplied to western Europe after the war and the resources
n9w being placed at the disposal of the developing countries. For one
thing, the average annual amount of economic aid given to western
Europe from 1948 to 1951 was of the order of $12 per capita, while
the corresponding assistance now being supplied to developing countries
works out at about $4.

Above all, it is in the very nature of the problems of developing coun
tries that they do not yield to rapid or sudden solutions. The task of
making up for the economic lag of centJlries cannol be compared with
the problem of European economic recovery even after a destructive war.
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Chapter IV

TRADE BETWEEN THE SOCIALIST COUNTRIES AND
THE REST OF THE WORLD, PARTICULARLY

THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

1. TRADE POTENTIAL OF THE SOCIALIST COUNTRIES

The importance of the socialist countries in the world economy is
reflected in the fact that their share in world industrial production is
estimated to be of the order of one third. Their share in world trade,
however, is not of the same relative importance.

Thl:.> fact, combined with the plans of these countries for a con
tinuing process of rapid economic expansion indicates the possibility of
a much higher volume of trade with the rest of the world than exists at
the present time. The form and mal'uler in which that trade potential
could be realized, and could help other members of the world community
progressively to obtain the benefits of economic development, constitutes
one of the most important questions before the Conference.

The present relatively low level of trade of socialist countries with
the rest of the world has to be considered in a broad perspective. Before
the revolutions that took place in those countries, their external trade
pattern (with the exception of Eastern Germany and Czechoslovakia)
resembled that of developing countries: they supplied a number of pri
mary products to the industrial countries in exchange for manufa.ctures,
trading very little with one another or with the rest of the developing
regions. Before the Second World War, the smaller countries in this
group did not maintain extensive trade relations with the USSR, which
had already built its industrial economy. After the war however, these
trad" relations expanded considerably, while their trade with the rest of
the Wo Id was much lower than before the war.

This shift in the direction' of their foreign trade should not be attri
buted to purely economic reasons, although undoubtedly they found
advantages in their reciprocal trade. But even more significant may have
been international political developments whose 'examination is outside
the scope of this report. If, however, the favourable change currently
under way in the international political sphere continues-as is to be hoped
-new and important possibilities for closer trade relations between social
ist and private-enterprise economies may emerge, to the benefit of both.

Exports of CMEA countries to the rest of the world have been grow
ing rapidly for a number of years. As can be seen in the following table,
they rose from approximately $1.9 billion to $4.7 billion between 1955
and 1962, and during this same period exports to developing countries
increased from approximately $0.4 billion to $1.9 billioll.
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Exports of CMEA countries"
($ million)

To CMEA countries ..............•.
To the rest of the world .

To industrialized private enterprise
countries ............•.........

To developing countries .
TOTAL EXPORTS

1955

4,750
1,900

1,480
420

7,950

1962

10,150
4,760

2,750
1,910

15,770

Annual
growth

rate (%)

11.5
14.0

9.3
24.0
10.4

• Based on data provided by the Statistical Office of the United Nations. The
1955 and 1962 components in both tables do not add up to the totals, due to un
allocated residuals.

Although exports of developing countries to the sodalist world are
still equivalent to less than 5 per cent of their total exports, the increment
in these exports in recent years has accounted for an important proportion
of the total expansion in the value of exports of these countries, as shown
by the following figures:

Exports of developing countries'
($ million)

1955

To industrialized private enterprise
countries 17,120

To developing countries. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,840
T<:" CMEA countries 445

TOTAL EXPORTS 23,957

1962

21,030
6,550
1,420

29,630

Annual
growth

rate (%)

2.9
1.6

18.0
3.1

• Based on data provided by the Statistical Office of the United Nations. The
1955 and 1962 components in both tables do not add up to the totals, due to un
allocated residuals.

The socialist countries members of the Council for Mutual Economic
Assistance (CMEA) plan for a considerable growth in their foreign trade.
According to estimates of the secretariat of the Economic Commission for
Europe, if current plans of these countries for a growth of national income
are realized, total imports may rise from $15.2 billion in 1962 to nearly
$30 billion in 1970 and over $50 billion in 1980.

If one could assum,,; that the share of the developing countries will be
maintained at around 10 per cent of the total, as at present, this would
imply a potential expansion in their export markets in the CMEA coun
tries from $1.4 billion in 1962 to $3 billion in 1970 and more than $5
billion by 1980.

On the other hand, certain CMEA countries foresee increases in the
share of trade with developing countries in their total turnover, and if this
became true of the other countries in the group as well, the potential for
expansion could be greater than indicated above.

91 ,
\



,
\
i

!,
I
i
1

But might not CMEA policy develop in such a way as to reduce the
relative importance of trade with the developing countrics and with the
rest of the world itl general?

In this respect, the socialist countries are in a very diITercnt position.
On the one hand, the Soviet Union, with vast natural resources, might
be in a position to maintain its own rate of economic development with
very little need to trade abroad more extensively even if international rela
tions improved. The same is not true of the other socialist countries, which,
by the very nature of their economics, need to increase their trade with
the rest of the world. That is why it is clearly in their interest to work out
a more dymullic approach to foreign tmde.

But the Soviet Union also, despite the above-mentioned considera
tions. has expressed its interest in active participation in a new interna
tional division of labour with the rest of the world, both industrial and
developing, in order to achieve the most effective utilization of its pro
ductive resources through international trade.

There is nothing in the constitution or machinery of the CMEA which
would stand in the way of an intensive development of trade with the
private enterprise world. Experience to date, moreover, shows that such
development has in fact already begun, even though it remains within the
modest limits of an initial effort undertaken in generally unfavourable
circumstances. Thus between 1955 and 1962, according to the first table,
trade among CMEA countries increased at an average annual rate of 11.5
per cent, while trade with the industrial countries advanced at a rate of
9.3 per cent per annum, and with developing countries at a rate of 24.0
per cent per annum. I

2. TRADE BETWEEN SOCIALIST AND PRIVATE-ENTERPRISE ECONOMIES

The establishment of more favourable conditions for trade between
socialist and developing countries should be considered in the lignt of
the relations between the socialist countries and the private-enterprise
countries in general. World trade is an intimately interrelated network,
and the repercussions of obstacles in anyone part are felt inevitably in
all others.

The low levels of trade between socialist economies and developed
private-enterprise co\!-ntries are attributed to different causes. On the one
hand, it is contended that many of the private-enterprise economies dis
criminate against trade with the socialist countries by a variety of means
which include the application of controls on certain categories of exports
and a refusal to give most-favoured-nation treatment in respect of imports.
On the other hand, it is asserted that the trading system of the socialist
countries does not permit verification of the application of most-favoured
nation l!I1dertakings, that the specification of countries of origin in import
plans as well as the quantitative regulation of imports in general may

1 Excluding Cuba, the rate would be somewhat less than 20 per cent;
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involve discrimination, and that in any case the level of trade depends
on the socialist countries' plans and their ability to meet the specific needs
of both the advanced and developing private-enterprise countries, rather
than on any obstacles that may be encountered in the latter countries.

No useful purpose would be served by entering into the substance
of these differences in the present report. Fortunately, there is evidence
of some progress as regards the possibility of finding a modus vivendi in
this matter. Both sides are beginning to recognize that they must respect
each other's systems and try to adjust their policies so as to secure a
mutually satisfactory solution. It was in this spirit that experts, from
seven countries of different economic and social systems, met in Geneva
under the auspices of the Economic Commission for Europe during
September, 1963, and were able to agree that trade relations could be
developed on the basis of effective reciprocity and mutual ~dvantage, as
reflected in "the increase in the volume and composition of trade between
countries with different systems which would satisfy the trading partners
and would serve as a basis for its further development on a long-term
and balanced basis"." There was also a general consensus that a realistic
and practical approach of this sort would be more profitable than detailed
discussion on the theoretical a~pects.

The experts recognized further that while the developed private
enterprise economies use tariffs to regulate their foreign trade, tariffs do not
serve the same functions in the socialist countries. For the imports of
socialist countries are determined through their national economic plans
and the state monopoly of foreign trade: tariffs have a complementary
function, namely, to discourage impor!s from countries not granting re
ciprocal most-favoured-nation treatment. When market economies nego
tiate with one another for mutual reductions in tariffs, the comparable role
of tariffs in each of the various negotiating countries makes it possible for
them to reach an equivalence of concessions. Where there are basic differ
ences in trading sy"tems however, reciprocity can be obtained primarily
through reciprocal commitments of the trading partners to increase the
volume and broaden the range of their imports from one another.

It has been suggested that, in view of the different role of tariffs in the
two economic and social systems, consideration should be given to the
possibility of reducing internal prices in socialist countries as a counterpart
to the lowering of tariffs by private-enterprise countries. This, however,
would not bring about the desired result. A lowering of prices in socialist
countries would not by itself promote higher imports, as a reduction of
tariffs does in private-enterprise countries. The level of imports in socialist
countries depends upon the provisions made in the economic plans, which

"Economic Commission for Europe, "Preliminary Report of the Ad Hoc
Group to the 12th Session of the Committee on the Development of Trade" origi
nally released as document TRADE/140 2 October, 1963 issued as Trade COLfer
ence document E/CONF.46/PC/47, para. 24 (b) Annex A. The group consisted
of governmental experts from Czechoslovakia, France, Hungary, Sweden, the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom and the United States.
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are in turn based upon expected exports. Thus. an increase in exports

would be required to permit an expansion of imports. and only then would

a lowering of prices have meaning in stimulating the consumption of larger

quantities of imported goods. In turn the level of exports depends on the

one hand. on the ability of socialist countries to satisfy the requirements

of developed countries and, on the other hand. on the willingness of the

latter to import from them.

The main objective of socialist countries for many years was to have

high rutes of growth to a significant extent based on a rapid expansion ot

heavy industry which would enable them to attain the living standards of

the western countries. In so doing, they gave a higher priority to imports

of machinery and equipment in general, mainly from the developed coun

tries, than to imports of consumer goods or products such as tropical

beverages which they regard as being in the category of luxuries or which

did not form part of their normal pattern of consumption.

More recently, imports of foodstuffs. raw materials and finished

goods for personal consumption have been rising significantly. But the

amount of foreign exchange available for such imports is still necessarily

limited by the total volume of resources that can be obtained from the

marketing of their exports abroad. If they were able to export more.

whether to developed or to developing countries, it would be easier for

them to import larger quantities of the primary commodities and finished

manufactures which at present have a relatively low priority in their

import programmes.

3. PROSPECTS OF INCREASING'I'RADE WITH DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

What are the concrete prospects for a substantial expansion of the

trade of developing countries with socialist countries?

The future trade of the socialist countries cannot be regarded merely

as a projection of the past. While the current plans of these countries are

based on economic and political assumptions related to the experience of

past years, a change in these assumptions might mean an improvement in

the prospects for trade of the developing countries with the socialist world,

to an extent greater than present plans might indicate. For example, one

of the most important questions for the socialist countries in planning

ahead is whether they will always have access to external supplies of com

modities for their economies and whether it will be possible to market

their exports in the expected quantities without risks other than the usual

commercial ones.

For the time being, estimates of the possibilities for trade can only be

based on such plans as exist at present. The prospects for trade, as set out

in the plans of the socialist countries, vary greatly according to the prod

ucts. In the case of agricultunil products of the temperate zones, for

instance, there would appear to be a definite effort on the part of the

socialist countries to increase production to the maximum in order to meet
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the demands of population growth and of rising leyels of living. In view
of these intentions, long-term prospects for the import of tempetate prod
ucts may become unfavourable with the passage of time, although they
may improve sporadically. Nevertheless the possibility should not be
overlooked that in the socialist countries, just as in the private-enterprise
economies, some proportion of the increment in domestic demand could
be supplied from imports. Even if that proportion was very small, it could
represent quantities of appreciable magnitudes for the primary exporting
countries. The opportunities for opening up markets for exports of primary
commodities along these lines would therefore be worth exploring, espe
cially if the drive to increase production in the socialist countries stops
short of utilizing high-cost marginal land.

The same thing could be said as regards raw materials for industry,
the market for which may be of importance to developing countries in the
years to come if measures are taken by the socialist countries to assure an
adequate participation of imports in total consumption within the frame
work of reciprocal trade and if, furthermore, they could have reasonable
assurance of regular access to the sources of supply.

The growing consumption potential of the socialist countries offers a
favourable market outlook for tropical foodstuffs and beverages. Should
the per capita consumption of these products reach, by 1980, the levels
prevailing in the richer private-enterprise economies today, imports might
amount to very sizable figures. On certain assumptions along these lines
it has been estimated that imports of these commodities by CMEA
countries, which were valued at scarcely $130 million in 1961, might
reach some $3 billion by 1980.

Similarly, the possibilities for imports of manufactures from devel
oping countries might be very great, since higher incomes are reflected
in an ever greater demand for industrial consumer goods; if this demand
is to be translated into higher imports, it would be essential for the
socialist countries to introduce a suitable division of labour in this field.
Such a trend has already begun to manifest itself in the case of industrial
imports, thus far originating principally in India and the United Arab
Republic, among the developing countries.

It would be highly desirable if sq,cialist countries could indicate th ~ir

long-term import targets. of primary products, as well as of industrial
goods, coming from developing countries. This could play an important
role in the export plans of developing countries as well as in their plans
to reduce their trade gap.

If all these possibilities are to be realized, the developing countries
will have to provide for corresponding increases in their imports from
the socialist countries. The socialist countries have expressed their will
ingness to supply an increasing amount of the capital goods needed for
development, although there are differences between them in the extent
to which they have experience and knowledge of markets in developing
countries. Some socialist countries have already gained such ~xperience,
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which has enabled them to promote an active export trade in machinery
and equipment; for other clhllltries, on the other hand, this is u relutively
new problem calling for considerable elTorts in the wuy of organizution
and of udaptation to the conditions and requirements of the developing
countries.

The fear is sometimes voiced that if the possibilities of trade between
the sllcialist countries and the developing countries were to be reulized,
the eC''l\omy of some of the smaller countries might become unduly de
pendl'nl on the purchasing power of bigger countries: a danger which
ma\' be all the greater if that purchasing power is exercised thl'Ough deci
sions of State organs or of large commercial firms. The fact is that exclu
sive or preponderant dependence on a single purchasing mUl'ket in any
part of the world lU\3 serious drawbucks, of a magnitude in inverse ratio
tll the size of the exporting country. That is one of the chief reasons for
di\'ersifying not only the products exported but the destination of those
exports. It is to be hoped that such situations will be avoided by a well
balanced dcvc\opmcnt of trade among all countries.

4. BIlA1TRAL AGRFEMI'NTS AND rIH'\R SIGN1I'ICANCE

Any assessment of the possibilities for rapid development of trade
between the socialist countries and the developing countries must take
into account the disadvantages arising from bilateralism in trade. They
arc well recognized. However, while conditicllls are not yet fully favour
able tt) the universal application of the multilateral trade system, as would
he highly desirahle. bilateral agreements are useful in so far as they serve
as an instrument for promoting additional exports and correlatively
additional imports."

It would be a serious step away from the universal application of the
multilateral system if bilateral trade were to spread to areas in which
trade now takes place on a multilateral basis. But the present case is quite
different, sincc the idea is to open up new channels of trade through
bilateral agreemcnts rather than to move backwards from a multilateral
to a bilateral system.

Bilateral agrccments may be entered into for long as well as i'bf.
sht1rt periods of time. Long-term agreements may provide for a steady
growth of trade over a number of years by setting targets for mutual trade
e"-1>ansion, both over-all and for particular products. Such agreements
may thus provide a basis for the planning of expanded production for
e"--port.

It is important to distinguish bilateralism in these conditions from
that which ",-as characteristic of the great world depression of the 1930's.
At that time there was recourse to such trading arrangements in order to

: In their approach to bilateral trade the socialist countries usually offer
bilateral pajments arrangements in ten:ns of the currencies of the respective devel
oping countries. Any deficits or surpluses arising from the agreements in any period
are settled through commodity deliveries in the required amounts during a sub
se>:juen! period. Trade in both directions is carried out generally at world market
prices.
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protect exports against the disastrous restrictions which threatened them
in the circumstances thcn prcvailing. Faced with the imperative necessity
of restricting imports, countrics cngaging in bilateral trading arrange
ments sought to shift their imports towards countries that were buying
their exports in equivalent amounts even if prices werc higher than in
other sources of supply.

Bilateral agreements were then an instrument of trade diversion
rather than trude expansion. The current question of bilateral agreements
with the socialist countrics is different, since they can be used for the
fundamcntal purpose of gencrating additional flows of trade through
bilateral channels which would otherwise not take place at all. Thus
bilateral agreemcnts can be used us instruments for trade expansion, pro
vided that instead of divcrting trade they stimulate additional trade and
that the transactions follow international prices.

It should therefore be possible for the developing countries to main
tain and increase their traditional trade to the extent permiUed by the
access granted them by the private-enterprise countries while, at the same
time, expanding their trade with the socialist countries.

The ultimatc goal should be the extension of multilateralism to the
whole of world trade. On that basis a form of bilateral agreement con
sistent with multilateralism can be envisaged. It would be possible, for
example, to conclude agrecments specifying the commodities which the
countries in question seek to import and export without trying to establish
any rigid balance of trade by pairs of countries.

The socialist countries, as has already been stated, employ long-term
contracts in their import and export trade. In some of the private-enter
prise countries the advan~ages that may be secured by this means have
recently won recognition. For example, one of tht main conclusions and
recommendations of the trade mission from the Birmingham and London
Chambers of Commerce that visited the Soviet Union in May 1963 was
that:

"The fact that the Soviet Ministry of Foreign Trade is prepared
to talk about five-year contracts both for buying and selling is a very
important and significant step. British industry should be ready to
take full advantage of it. It could now be possible for particular
branches of industry to pla!l production ahead and even to expand
facilities to accommodate Soviet orders."·

In other words, long-term contracts" arranged under bilateral agree
ments may provide a firm basis for industrial planning in private-enterprise
and socialist countries alike.

Short-term bilateral agreements are employed by socialist countries

• Trade Prospects in the USSR: a survey for businessmen. report of the Bir
mingham and London Chambers of Commerce, May 1963, page 18.

" Moreover, it should be recalled that France and the United Kingdom have
been operating this system for some time with countries with which they have
special links.
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as well as by some developing countries. Where a country experiences
difficulty in selling abroad, whether because of market w~akness in par
ticular products, over-valued exchange rates, discrimination by other
countries, or other factors, bilateral agreements may offer a means of
assuring export sales. What happens, in effect, is that the country con
cerned uses its import buying power as a means of selling its exports
through bilateral channels. Although most of the trade of the socialist
countries, both with one another and with the rest of the world, is based
upon a system of bilateral agreements, a bilateraily balanced basis of trade
is also sought by some private-enterprise economies as well, in their
exchanges with socialist countries. In this connexion reference has been
made to the case of developed countries which insist on a bilateral balance
in their transactions with socialist countries so as to obtain additional
outlets for export products encountering difficulties in other markets.

5. POSSIBILITIES OF MULTILATERAL TRADE

There can be no question that multilateral trade has notable advan
tages over bilateral trade and that everything possible should be done to
expand its scope until bilateral trade has been eliminated. This, however,
is not a matter of simply applying a formula but primarily of creating
conditions favourable to the development of multilateral transactions.

It would be appropriate in this connexion to recall that the socialist
countries have stated repeatedly that the bilateral trade in which they were
engaging had been the outcome of circumstances and that progress could
be made in the direction of multilateral trade if these circumstances be
came favourable. There is in fact no reason why planning should be
incompatible with multilateralism. Under suitable conditions, it should be
just as possible to plan for multilaterally balanced trade as for bilateral
balance.

A movement in this direction has already begun in the CMEA coun
tries with the recent establishment of a multilateral payments systein
among them. It is to be hoped that this system may be gradually extended
to the rest of the world,thus giving a considerable impetus to internatio<lal
trade.

The factors which tend to encourage bilateralism in trade rather than
multilateralism may be much more a matter of the volume and composi
tion of trade than of the particular economic systt:m under which it is con
ducted. A low level of trade is certainly not conducive to multilateralism.
In general, the larger the volume of trade, the number of participating
countries, and the variety of products, the greater would be the possibilities
for multilateral compensation. For this reason and because of the con
siderations referred to above, it appears that a necessary condition for the
attainment of the multilaterlll goal by the socialist countries would be a
widening of the orbit of their trade with the rest of the world, both
developed and developing. Multilateral trade, in its turn, will reinforce
this trade expansion.
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Chapter V

THE INSTITUTIONAL MACHINERY OF WORLD

TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT

1. DEFECTS IN THE EXISTING MACHINERY AND THE

NEED TO CORRECT THEM

After this discus'Aon of a series of possible international trade and

financial measures aimed at eliminating the potential trade gap, it is

necessary to ask whether or not the existing institutional machinery is

adequate for the systematic implementation of these measures, for modify

ing them or adopting other new ones, in accordance with changing prac

tical requirements, and finally for implementing the policy within which

all these measures should be incorporated.

The arguments generally advanced concerning the existing machinery

are the following:

First, GATT is far from being universal, because it has sixty-one

full members and thirteen associate members, l whereas the number of

States Members of the United Nations and members of the specialized

agencies which have been invited to participate in this Conference is 122.

Secondly, the problems of international trade are dealt with in a

fragmentary fashion and not as part of a general problem of development

which must be tackled on various fronts and with clearly defined objec

tives.

Thirdly, although GATT has clearly shown itself to be a suitable

instrument for dealing with trade problems among the industrial countries,

it has not proved equally effective in coping with trade between the de

veloping countries and the industrial countries nor has it promoted trade

relations among the developing countries themselves. This explains why

many of the developing countries have been reluctant to join GATT.

Fourthly, GATT was conceived"as an instrument for expanding inter

national trade by means of the tariff system; trade between Governments

was regarded as an exception. The result has been that the Soviet Union

and several other socialist countries that. regulate their trade mainly

through bilateral import and export agreements have remained outside

the scope of this institution. It should be noted in this connexion that since

the end of the Second World War, trade through official agencies has

reached considerable proportions in a number of non-socialist countries

as well.

1 Including countries which are provisional members and others participating

in various ways in its activities and operations. .
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Fifthly, the agreements and other activities relating to primary com
modities are negotiated largely outside GATT and are not subject to
co-ordinated action.

This situation has led to the suggestion that a new in~ernational trade
organization free of such shortcomings should be established as the body
responsible for carrying out the policy emerging from this Conference and
from similar successive periodic conferences.

This last point is basic, because it is only by deciding to agree on this
new policy that such an institutional reorganization would make sense. It
is equally true, however, that the reorganization itself, if properly carried
out, could facilitate the formulation of this policy, since it will not be a
single brief operation but rather a long-term association with the serious
problems facing the world in these matters. Furthermore, an intellectually
independent secretariat with the authority and ability to submit proposals
to Governments within the framework of the United Nations could help
in formulating this policy and seeing that it is carried out correctly.

The conviction has grown that some kind.of new trade organization
is needed in one form or another. if it gains further ground at this Con
ference we should take important decisions here and decide whether this
objective is to be achieved by immediately establishing a new organization
with all the necessary powers or by proceeding gradually and by stages,
making use of the experience acquired in the process.

2. UTILIZATION OF EXISTING FACILITIES

As far as the latter course is concerned, there already exists a valuable
group of facilities which could be utilized in a regular and systematic
manner by making whatever additions or modifications are necessary and
giving unity and coherence to what is now fragmentary and scattered.
Various ideas could then be combined in this connexion. They will now
be considered.

How could the existing facilities be used to remedy the defects men
tioned in the institutional machinery in such a way as to lead eventually
to a new trade organization?

3. THE PERIODIC CONFERENCES

It may not be fully realized that an effort to remedy the first two de
fects was begun by the United Nations some time ago. This effort, although
still insufficient, could now be stepped up' and carried out organically and
in ways that would correspond more closely to the aims in view.

The United Nations, because of the wide range of its membership,
has in fact provided Member States, and especially the developing coun
tries, with a broader institutional framework than GATT has so far
offered.

While it is true that GATT, because of its very nature, has discussed
trade problems as such, it is also true that, in the United Nations, con-
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sideration of such problems has always been an integral part of the
periodic discussions on economic development. Such has been the case in
the regional economic commissions, the Economic and Social Council and
its subsidiary organs, the General Assembly and in the Secretariat's reports
to these bodies.

It may be said without exaggeration that it was at thes.e periodic
meetings that many of the highly important matters which this Conference
is to consider were initially broached. It was there that emphasis was first
laid on the tendency towards persistent external imbalance and its struc
tural significance. The same could be said with regard to the terms of trade
and compensatory financing. It was also in the United Nations that there
originally emerged the concept of structural inequality between countries
and the need for a policy to remedy the serious consequences of the dis
parit·cs in international demand and that opposition to the conventional
idea of reciprocity was originally expressed. It was in the United Nations
organs that the need for a policy for the industrialization of the periphery
of the world economy was first unequivocally recognized. The movement
towards the establishment of regional groupings of developing countries
was likewise given a strong impetus in the world Organization. Finally, the
need to plan development and the role of trade in development was
strongly emphasized in the United Nations.

Furthermore, the Secretariat has concerned itself with all these topics
on a continuing basis. Indeed, without such concern, it would have been
unable to submit to the Prepaf'.ltory Committee or this Conference all the
reports requested of it at such short notice.

Undoubtedly, therefore, th.: United Nations is capable of assuming
much greater responsibilities in these fields.

Continuing even further along this path, an organizational scheme
could be outlined, based on the holding of periodic conferences similar to
the :-,resent one, where the problems of international trade would be dis
cussed as an integral part of the general problem of development. At the
same time, international payments and development financing would have
to be approached, not as isolated matters, for there are agencies concerned
specifically with them, but as part of a closely integrated whole. The
approach must be both global and, at the same time, universal, for these
matters cannot be broken down by geographical areas or by groups of
countries belonging to different economic and social systems.

Such a review would lead to the formulation of an over-all policy that
would have to be continually revised in the light of experience. For this
purpose, it is considered desirable to organize, in addition to the periodic
conferences, a standing committee which would fulfil this continuing
function of examination and revision, with a view to submitting sugges
tions or recommendations to the conferences or to Governments, depend
ing on the nature or urgency of the matters involved. It would act as a
preparatory committee for the said conferences and might have a similar,
although not identical, geographical composition, so as to enable States
which are members of the specialized agencies but not of the United



Nations to participate. Some of these countries play a very important role
in world trade.

4. PRINCIPAL TASKS OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE

In that task of examination the standing committee would have to
consider a number of important aspects:

(a) The potential trade gap and the way in which the import targets
are being met, as also financial and other measures which may have been
taken to cover it; .

(b) The steps taken to faciliwte the access of primary commodities
to the industrial countries;

(c) The development of preferential policy in those countries with
respect to imports of manufactured goods from the developing countries;

(d) The preparation, concerting and implementation of commodity
agreements;

(el The functioning of the compensatory financing system;
(I) Trade between socialist countries and other countries as an in

tegral part of world trade; and the attainment of targets set for imports
from the developing countries;

(g) The formation and functioning of preferential groupings of de
veloping countries and the progress of import-substitution policy in such
groupings.

In this review on the implementation of such a policy, with a view to
preparing recommendations for the periodic conferences or submitting
them to Governments through the appropriate channels, the standing
committee and, of course, the conferences should count on the co-opera
tion of GATT and United Nations specialized agencies.

GATT, without prejudice to its independence, could give very
valuable help, particularly with respect to al1 matters concerning tarjff
policy and the application of the preferential system.

The United Nations Commission on International Commodity Trade
(CICT) and the Interim Co-ordinating Committee for International Com
modity Arrangements (lCCICA), as also FAO, and other bodies currently
functioning in this field, could make available the full benefit of their
experience in this matter. As has been stated elsewhere, if further progress
has not been made along these lines, the fault lies not so much in a lack of
institutional machinery but in the lack of a clear and energetic policy. If
such a policy is formulated, the standing committee and the conferences
should provide the necessary impetus so that this machinery may be set
in motion in an efficient and co-ordinated manner.

The Committee for Industrial Development, with the help of the
Centre for industrial Development, will have a very important role to play,
particularly with respect to all matters concerning industrial exports.

International financial institutions could co-operate in the matter of
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compensatory financing and other fimll1cial measures designed to correct

external imbalance.

As far as trade between the socialist countries and the rest of the

world is concerned, the Committee on the Development of Trade of the

Economic Commission for Europe has already made a significant contri

bution to the examination of relations between the socialist countries and

the private-enterprise industrial countries and ways of improving them.

It should be remembered that non-European countries may attend its

meetings as observers.

If the idea of the conferences and the standing committee is accepted,

practical arrangements should be made to avoid, as far as possible, any

unnecessary overlapping of functions, so that the discussions in these

bodies would not be unnecessarily repeated in other United Nations bodies

or in GATT. Apart from its intrinsic disadvantages, this overlapping

would unnecessarily take up the time of governmental representatives and

might thus lead to a situation in which participants in the conferences and

in the standing committee might not always be of the appropriate level.

Again, once the policy emerging from this Conference is formulated.

it would be possible to study the readjustments to be made in existing

machinery so as to give them a structural cohesion that would make them

respond efficiently to that policy. That would also be the time to decide

whether or not interim or permanent auxiliary bodies will be needed for

the analysis of special matters and for the implementation of the measures

specifically embodying that policy.

5. THE REGIONAL ECONOMIC COMMISSIONS AS BASIC ORGANS

OF THE CONFERENCES

The co-operation of the United Nations regional economic commis

sions should be enlisted as a means of facilitating the work of the con

ferences and the standing committee. The part played by these comii1 is

sions and their trade committees and by the studies of their secretariats

in considering the problems of trade and development is fully rccogniLed.

It would therefore be advisable to establish a clear organic link between

the conferences and the regional economic commissions. The commis

sions, with the co-operation of their secretariats. could be given the

responsibility of examining and discussing the problems of their member

countries, current trends in the potential gap. the obstacles impeding the

implementation of the policy agreed to, and the relationship between this

policy and internal development policy. The regional commissions would

thus carry out the primary function of the conferences. Their periodic

reports would contain an analysis of the chief problems of each region in

connexion with the matters of interest to the conferences and whatever

relevant recommendations the Governments might see fit to make. The

performance of this primary function would not only be valuable in itself

but would also make it easier for the conferences to avoid spending time

on details and to concentrate on those problems that call for more general

solutions.
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A. EXTERNAL BOTTLENECKS OBSTRUCTING

DEVELOPMENT

There is one dominant note in this report. On the international

economic scene we are faced with new problems, new in kind, in some

cases, and new because of the magnitude they have acquired, in others.

We therefore need different attitudes from those prevailing in the past,

and these attitudes should converge towards a new trade policy for eco

nomic development.

The problems that beset the developing countries are very grave

indeed. They have to assimilate modem techniques swiftly in order to

raise their levels of living. But new techniques, while they bring enormous

advantages with them, are fraught with dangerous consequences, because

we have not yet learnt fully to control the forces of development in a

rational way.

The direct and indirect effects of technological progress are respon

sible for the fact that world demand for primary commodities is growing

so slowly, to the detriment of the developing countries. The effects of the

protectionism prevailing in the industrial countries are an added factor.

Even though access to the markets of the latter countries is facilitated, the

primary production of the developing countries should adjust to this slow

tempo of demand, but structural difficulties prevent it from doing so to the

extent necessary to prevent primary commodity prices from deteriorating

in relation to those of manuf~;;tures. The further modem techniques per

meate primary production, the stronger may be the tendency towards such

a deterioration. Action by Governments is therefore imperative to deal

with this paradox of development.

Such action is also essential for rapid industrialization to become the

dynamic factor in the development of the world periphery, just as primary

exports were the dynamic factor in th~ development of the world periphery

in former times. But in those days development had no social depth.

Today it must. This makes the problem of development more complex and

pressing.

The circumstances in which industrialization must proceed are,

moreover, very adverse. The developing countries are still suffering the

consequences of the disintegration of the world economy that followed

upon the great calamity of the 1930's. They do not export industrial goods,

except in very small quantities. Since their primary commodity exports

are growing so slowly and their terms of trade tend to deteriorate, they

lack the resources necessary to import, on an adequate' scale, the goods

required for a satisfactory rate of development.
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These imports are mostly industrial goods, and only part of them
have been or could be produced domestically on an economic basis owing
to the smallness of national markets. They must export in order to enlarge
these markets. But it is usually difficult to increase exports because costs
are high, and costs are high because of the difficulty of realizing economies
of scale in the absence of exports. Here too a policy is needed, action by
Governments to break this vicious circl~ by providing reasonable access
to the markets of the industrial countries for manufactures from the devel
oping countries, and a decided effort to promote the exports of such
manufactures.

The developing countries should also form their own groupings in
order to plan and develop their industries in wider markets. In some
cases they have only just embarked on this policy and they should be
given firm international support in the technical and financial fields, within
a more favourable institutional framework than now exists. Such co
operation is needed to help import substitution within the groupings with
respect not only to goods but also to ser\lices, since maritime transport
and insurance, for example, represent very substantial external payments.

Among the growing imports necessary for development, capital
goods stand out prominently. Such imports have been financed in part
by international financial resources. But, in addition to being inadequate,
these resources present a further problem. The burden of servicing them
grows heavier and heavier, and in some cases the situation is becoming
very critical, again because the exports whi.::h must provide the necessary
funds for servicing are expanding very slowly and losing their purchas
ing power, while the demand for imports continues to grow.

All these factors that are so unfavourable to the developing coun
tries converge in the persistent trend towards external imbalance that
stifles economic development. As was seen at the beginning of this re
port, it has been estimated that the potential trade gap in goods and
services will amount to some $20. billion by the last year of this decade
if the present course of events continues unchecked. This is a staggering
figure from the standpoint of the developing countries, but not from that
of the industrial countries, since the a.ll0unt by which the former would
have to increase their exports of primary commodities and manufactures
in order to bridge this gap, to the extent that it is not covered by inter
national financial resources, represents only an insignificant fraction of
the latter's consmnption.

The problem must therefore be cut down to its proper size. The
remarkable development of the iI).dustrial countries has given them a
high foreign trade potential. Everything depends on ensuring that part
of this potential is translated into practical measures that would bring
about a significant increase in imports from the developing countries.
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B. THE POTENTIAL OF THE MAJOR INDUSTRIAL
COUNTRIES IN RELATION TO DEVElOPMENT

REQUIREMENTS

The immediate aim of a new trade policy is to bridge the potential
trade gap. Calculations of this gap may serve as a guide for setting tar
gets in the industrial countries for imports of primary commodities and
manufactures from the developing countries. But snch calculations are
only an approximation of the order of magnitude of the phenomenon
and therefore give onl)' a general indication of the extent of the changes
that may be needed. They cannot be taken as precise, since they are
inevitably based on assumptions about the future that the facts may belie.
For example, it has been assumed that the rate of inco:.ne growth in the
industrial private-enterprise countries will be 4.2 per cent per annum.
This rate may, however, turn out to be higher. If this happens, the de
mand for imports from the developing countries may be correspondingly
greater and thus reduce the magnitude of the potential gap. Would tar
gets that had been set on the assumption of a larger gap then he meaning
less? Would they then have to be readjusted?

1. RATES OF GROWTH IN DEVELOPED AND DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

This is not, of course, a question of mere statistical readjustment.
It is a matter of much more importance. If the industrial countries suc
ceed in stepping up their rates of growth, this will create favourable con
ditions for a corresponding acceleration in the developing countries. The
potential gap is the external limiting factor and, if it is reduced, it will
be less difficult for the developing countries to reach and exceed the rate
of growth postulated for the Development Decade. But, at the same
time, the inflow of international resources should be increased and this
would be more feasible if the industrial countries grew more quickly.

It is therefore a mistake to think that faster growth in the developed
countries would necessarily add further to the disparity between their
incomes and those of the developing countries. On the contrary, it would
create conditions in which the latter would find it easier to overtake the
developed countries in their rate of per capita growth, thus gradually
lessening the disparity which causes ~o much anxiety.

Countries that assimilate an existing, although constantly changing,
technology can and must attain rates of growth much higher than those
recorded by the industrial countries in the past, when this productive
technology was taking shape. This helps to explain the high rates of
growth of the socialist countries and of Japan and the impressive trans
formation which those countries have .undergone. It also explains the
extraordinary growth rates of the countries of western Europe in recent
times when they were engaged in modernizing their industrial and agri
cultural technology, making up for the lag previously created by adverse
circumstances. Thanks to the progress thus achieved, all of the countries
mentioned have an import potential which could be utilized 'on a much
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greater scale than it is now, for their own benefit as well as that of the
developing countries.

2. INTERNATIONAL MONETARY RESERVES

Thi.s potential is also considerable and could be much greater still
in some other important countries that are now experiencing balance-of
payments difficulties which tend to slow down their economic expansion.
We cannot ignore the significance of this phenomenon in this report be
cause, as we have already said, the consequences of faster growth in
the industrial countries would be of the highest importance for the devel
oping countries.

This balance-of-payments problem actually consists of three dis
tinct, although closely interconnected, problems: the problem of mone
tary reserves, or strictly speaking, liquidity; the problem of trade policy;
and the problem of the world production of gold.

The problem of reserves can be sUJIlmed up as follows. Whereas
from 1950-1962 the value of world imports more than doubled, mone
tary reserves increased by only 33 per cent. Moreover, the distribution
of reserves was very uneven. The shortage, which had hitherto been a
feature of the countries of continental western Europe, was remedied at
the expense of the reserv'::s of the United States which, for its part, had
previously accumulated an excessive share of the world's gold.

The gold re.serves of the United States fell from $26 billion at the
beginning of 1950 to $17 billion at the end of 1962. In evaluating these
totals, account should be taken of the net position of foreign short-term
claims upon the United States, which rose from $5.5 billion at the begin
ning of 1950 to $16.9 billion by the end of 1962.

These developments were the results of an external deficit which.
during this thirteen-year period, reached a total of $25.9 billion. T)le
deficit 0ccurred in spite of a large surplus in exports of goods and services.
But it so happens that United States loans, investment and grants-in-aid
in the rest of the world exceed ~is export surplus.

The existence in the United States of such a vast quantity of assets
belonging to foreign monetary authorities seems to be one of the factors
that restrict that country's freedom of action, as regards the measures it
can adopt to correct the external i.mbalance.

Hence emphasis has been laid on restoring liquidity, and solutions
are being sought with that purpose in mind. In short, the aim is to add,
in one form or another, new resources to those now available in the
International Monetary Fund. In certain cases, the thinking goes even
further: it is suggested that these operations may be organized in 11

regular and systematic manner as part of an international mechanism
and in a way that relieves the major industrial countries of the burden
of holding other countries' monetary reserves and thereby impairing their
freedom of action, as mentioned above.
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3. THE TRADE AND FINANCIAL POLICY OF THE KEY COUNTRIES

These solutions are very important from the point of view of in

ternational liquidity, but they are not basic solutions to the problem of

imbalance, nor do they claim to be. This brings us to the second pmUem:

trade policy. Until recently major countries of western Europe we::,' ac

cumulating large monetary reserves since their loans, i£\vest·'" !"r',: and

grants-in-aid' to the rest of the world were less than th(': " tra?t 'fnh:S.

The automatic mechanism has not functioned well er na:, l'uncti,.'.·,::,~ ,00

slowly.

The basic solution to the problem ml1~t h~ s0:;~ht both in cr".!lt and

investment policy and in trade policy. If, in~ddil.l. :: to lending ,md in

vesting more abroad, these countries open their d'Jl!" Wider to imports

of primary commodities and industrial produ~t!; tWIn the d\~vr;i.;)ping J

countries, this would have favourable effects nl ,1 ut\i~, .'i I le lJfter but

for the world as a whole in view of the interde ler dI:.'J.,/ ~'l ,(I~It~ trade.

The manpower shortage, which has be€'n ~~ ff ~tLfe of th,~!>,' ;:l:,'opean

countries, could greatly facilitate the impkme 'Ill.tion of a rr.~,. l', li::eral

trade policy.

It is remarkable that, given such favourable (',)h,\"iQl'~, for ey':, rr;al

payments, one of the most persistent remnar.ts ot bilak"ali~m 1"., still

not been abandoned: the requirement that resources alloca!~~ ~0 '.lIe de

veloping countries must be used in the lending country.

4. THE DYNAMIC ROLE OF GOLD

Let us now briefly consider the third problem. During the : -riod

1950-1962, visible stocks of gold increased by only 17 per cent while,

as has already been said, world trade doubled. Much of the gold pro

duced has gone into private hoards. We are not, of course, saying that

there has to be a close link between world trade and monetary reserves,

especially if better use could be made of the reserves in solving the prob

lem of liquidity, but there can be no doubt that, if there had been abundant

output and less hoarding of gold, the reserves position would be much

easier.

Still, this is not the only important aspect of gold; there is another,

perhaps even more important from "the dynamic point of view. In other

days, ne",' production of gold was a significant factor in increasing the "

demand for exports of goods and services; and this factor has now be- '

come weaker. Thus, gold, apart from being the basic element of monetary ••

reserves, has this dynamic role to play. Sometimes it is suggested that L
gold should be revalued in order to stimulate production and, at the same

time, enlarge existing reserves. But the disadvantages of this suggestion

are considered to outweigh the advantages. Hence, other solutions must

be sought. The possibility is mentioned of creating new international

resources on the basis of part of existing reserves, in the same way as

central banks create internal resources. These resources would be put

at the disposal of existing international credit institutions so they can
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make loans to the developing countries, in accordance with rules and
principles approved by Governments. Similarly, it has also been :mg
gested that other forms of reserves should be used in addition to gold.

The time may have come to examine these aspects in the relevant
circles. A wise and constructive solution would be very effective in
helping to speed up development, not only because of the direct impact
that these additional resources would have on the capacity to import of
developing countries, but also because of the impetus that these larger
imports would give to the economies of the industrial countries and their
rates of growth.

5. RESOURCES FROM DISARMAMENT

When one reflects on the need' for additional resources for invest
ment, one's mind naturally goes back to the enormous possibilities for
releasing resources that would be opened up by world-wide disarmament.
The Declaration, which the United Nations adopted in 1953 and in
which the Governments of Member States expressed their intention to
devote a portion of those resources to economic development "when suffi
cient progress has been made in internationally supervised world-wide
disarmament", is still in effect.

It has been estimated that annual expenditure on armaments amounts
to some $120 billion. In the industrial countries,! this represents about
8 to 9 per cent of national income. If 1 per cent of such income became
available as a result of disarmament, the allocation of international re
sources to the developing countries could rise from the present figure of
0.5 per cent of the aggregate income of these industrial countries to
1.5 per cent. This would enable the developing countries, provided all.
appropriate policy were followed, to raise their annual rate of over-all
growth to 7 per cent, instead of the 5 per cent established for the Devel
opment Decade. If this were to happen, the average per capita incom~

of western Europe could be matched not in eighty years but in almost
half that time.

Furthermore, if part of the resources released by disarmament were
used to increase the productive investment of the industrial countries,
this would give a greater impetus to their own growth and to the demand
for imports from the developing countries and help to accelerate the flow
of these imports. '

C. THE RESPONSIBIUTY OF THE DEVELOPING
COUNTRIES

While technological progress in the industrial centres and its gradual
spread to the rest of the world creates new problems at the international
level, as was stated at the beginning of this part of the report, it also

1 Including socialist countries.
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creates problems in the developing countries and requires new attitudes

and gigantic efforts by the latter countries to solve such problems.

The obstacles in the way of this effort are formidable. In many de

veloping countries, however, attention is often centred on the external

obstacles; the problems seem more urgent there, perhaps because they

are more conspicuous. But it would be dangerous self-deception to imagine

that, once these external obstacles are overcome, the way will be wide

open for spontaneous economic development.

On the contrary, the determination to overcome these obstacles and

exert a conscious and deliberate influence on the forces of economic

and social development is also essential. The policy of international co

operation is only complementary; it cannot be a substitute for interna1

development policy. Nor can the internal policy fulfil its aims withont

effective and timely international co-operation.

This report would therefore be incomplete if we failed to remember

the nature of the main obstacles to be overcome internally. In every

country there is a different complex of problems, and the attitudes towards

them are also different; the risks implicit in these generalizations should"

therefore be borne in mind.

1. THE INTERNAL CHANGES REQUIRED BY DEVELOPMENT

Generally speaking, there are three main obstacles in the way of

propagating technological advances and which therefore obstruct the

growth of productivity and per capita income in the developing countries:

land tenure; limited social mobility and the ignorance of the masses; and

the concentration of income in the hands of relatively small population

groups.

The forms of land tenure generally to be found in the developing

countries are plainly incompatible with technological progress. This is

particularly so, when a large part of the productive land is concentrated

in the hands of a few, while a very large number of small and medium

sized boldings generally make up a tiny proportion of the cultivable land.

All this conspires to frustrate development; in some cases, because the

high rent already received by the laqdowner makes him reluctant to take

the trouble of introducing modern techniques, and, in others, because

the very size of the holdings and the shortage of resources for investment

are often such that contemporary techniques cannot be fully and prop

erly used.

The ignorance of the masses and limited social mobility are two

aspects of the same problem. If up-to-date techniques are to penetrate,

there must be opportunities for learning and training and easy access

to such opportunities. Conditions must also be favourable for the most

able and dynamic people at all social levels to come forward and get

ahead. Generally speaking, this happens to a very limited extent only,

which means that a vast human potential is wasted, just as 1;he outdated
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forms of land tenure impede exploitation of the enormous productive
potential of the land.

The concentration of income is, of course, linked to these other two
features and, in many cases, is aggravated by the serious effects of in
flation, a phenomenon usually also influenced by structural factors. It
might be thought that this concentration would actively contribute to
capital formation, but this is so only in exceptional cases. More com
monly, high incomes mean superfluous and excessive consumption by the
groups that have them, to the detriment of the investment that techno
logical progress requires on an ever-growing scale.

It would be a serious mistake, however, to imagine that the problem
of capital formation could be fundamentally solved in most developing
countries, if this savings potential of the high-income groups could be
used for investment rather than consumption, and if, at the same time,
the flight of capital, which reaches rather significant figures in several
developing countries, could be avoided. There is no doubt that all this
must be done and that the tax instrument should be used together with

·other measures for the purpose. But in many countries the problem of
capital formation has also to be tackled resolutely with international
financial resources, which, by stimulating the rapid growth of income,
help to create opportunities for domestic capital formation that are now
extremely slight.

The weakness of the development impetus in many of the peripheral
countries is a result of all these internal factors that combine in a par
ticular social structure, in addition to the external factors that hamper
growth. Development calls for changes in the forms of production and
in the economic structure which cannot come about unless a change in
the social structure leaves the way open to the forces of technological
progress.

Without such changes industrialization cannot run its full cours.e.
Generally speaking, industrialization has simply superimposed itself on
the existing state of affairs without basically altering it. Furthermore, the
excessive protectionism frequently sheltering industries adds a further
privilege to those already existing' in the distribution of income.

Again, industrial development is constricted not only by the lack
of exports but also by the smallness of the internal market. Rural masses
working generally in a .very unproductive way, urban masses who, to a
large extent, take refuge in very low-paid artisan occupations and per
sonal services, or who waste their efforts in antiquated forms of trading
-these do not provide a large and lively market for the products of
industrial development. And industry itself does not generate, to the
extent desired, the income that could create its own strong market; for
excessive -protectionism and restrictions on imports usually shield it from
healthy competition and weaken the incentive to raise productivity and
the incomes of the people who work in it through the efficient use of
men and machines.
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2. INDUSTRIALIZATION AND DEMOGRAPHIC GROWTH

But the problem is not a simple one. The development of the

domestic market through technological improvements in agriculture, bet

ter marketing organization, the gradual elimination of artisan occupa

tions, and a gradual decrease in the number of people precariously em

ployed in personal services, will release an enormous potential of workers

who will swell the ranks of those who, owing to the high rate of popula

tion growth, have to be incorporated in the economy each year. It is the

extremely important dynamic function of industry and other activities

which thrive with it to absorb this human potential at a satisfactory level

of productivity. If they are to fulfil this absorptive function effectively,

all these activities must forge ahead all the faster as modem techniques

penetrate to those strata of the population which are technologically so

conspicuously backward.

The nature of this question should be stressed here, for it is still

asserted sometimes that the solution of the development problem is to

be sought in the domestic market and not in the expansion of exports.

The fact is that the development of the domestic market and the

promotion of exports are not two alternative or mutually exclusive propo

sitions. The two processes must take place simultaneously and in a

co-ordinated manner. The penetration of modem techniques to the sub

merged strata of the population is an inevitable prerequisite for accelerat

ing growth. If this acceleration is to be achieved, the persistent trend

towards extemal imbalance must be overcome through the expansion of

exports and other measures of international economic co-operation.

This dynamic role of industry and other activities in the absorption

of the human potential is a key element in the process of development.

In most cases, this role is not being played well. For example, in Latin

America the minimum rate of per capita income growth of 2.5 per cent

a year, laid down as a target in the Punta del Este Charter, would not

be sufficient to bring about this absorption under the present conditions

in which modern techniques are penetrating rather slowly. If the pene

tration could be speeded up, it would become even more imperative to

expedite growth and industrialization.

Naturally, when the subject of accelerating development is broached,

the question is often asked whether the developing countries could not

themselves attain this objective by lowering their rates of demographic

growth.

There would seem, however, to be very little prospect of achieving

such a reduction in the next decade. Historically, the decline in the birth

rate has been a consequence of industrialization and of improvement in

the level of living, and this process has been very gradual. On the other

hand, it is difficult to envisage the possibility of bringing about a sharp

reduction in the birth rate quickly by a conscious and deliberate policy.

It has been pointed out more than once that, even where rl?ligious con-
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siderations do not affect the implemcntation of such n policy. it would
encounter formidable social, educational nnd cconomic difliculties. The
success that might be achieved is therefore very uncertnin. Actunlly. with
the leeway which the developing countries still have to make up in ordl1r
to reduce their death rates. and with persons of marringeable nge forming
:1Il increasing proportion of their populations. the rate of demographic
grl)\\'th appears more likely to rise than to fall in the immediate future.

Be that as it may. reducing the rate of population growth cannot
in any sense be an alternative to the vigorous development policy advo
cated in this report. It could not be a method of evading or slackening
the ett'ort which this policy necessarily entails; on the contrary. it would
be a means of deriving more far-reaching and effective results from such
:\ policy.

3. DEVElOPMENT PLANNING AND INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION

AU these considerations give us some idea of the nature and com
plexity of the ch..mges which development demands. Furthermore, these
change~ call for a great effort to mobilize resources which, like the changes
themselv.;;:s, need to be given a definite direction and clear economic and
social objectives. Hence the need for development planning.

Planning is something more than a new technique superimposed on
the framework of public administration, which is usually so defective in
the developing countries. Here again, basic changes are required both in
thinking and in action, and such changes are far from easy to make.

Among the major obstacles in the way of planning mention must
be made of those of an external nature. Persistent fluctuations and the
trend of the terms of trade to worsen, added to the slow growth of exports,
have been very adverse factors hindering regular economic development
and hence the task of planning. It is very difficult to plan, set targets and
quantify resources when the effectiveness of such action largely depends
on external factors beyond a country's controL

If the whole situation could be corrected in a reasonable manner
by means of an enlightened policy of international co-operation, the peri
pheral countries would be better able to fulfil their responsibility in the
dynamics of developmeat. This responsibility, far from decreasing, would
then be greater than ever, for, if external conditions took a favourable
turn, there would be no justification for any slackening or hesitation in the
internal effort to expedite development.

All this calls for major political decisions, but these decisions cannot
come from outside. Nor can agrarian and educational reform, tax reform,
and, in short, the various measures aimed at effecting structural changes,
be a matter for international negotiation as a counterpart of financial co
operation. They must spring from each country's deepest conviction and
from its. genuine determination to bring about such changes. What is
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nl'l'lkd from the outside world, however, is a large measure of under
standing and support.

That is certainly not the meaning of those not infrequcnt admonitions
to put Olll"S house in order so that developmcnt can cOllie about spon
taneously. Maybe they lire 11 remcmbrance of bygone days. In those days
putting Olll''s house in order was enough, givcn the rcsultant influx of
foreign private capital and the expansion of exports, to enable the pcri
pheral countries etl'eetively to fullil thcir function as producers of food
stuns and raw matcrillls for the industrial centres.

TodllY the phenomcnon of development is vcry diffcrent and its
rcquiremcnts lire usually not compatiblc with that order of things. It is
true that one's house must be "ut in order, but in a different ordcr from
that sometimes visualized in tliesc admonitory attitudcs. Thcse attitudes
cannot he allowed to guidc the policy of international cO-Clperation. This
policy must he imbued with the same dcep sensc of renovation as the
internal policy of economic and social dcvelopmcnt, sincc it is its indis
pl'nsabk complement.

In all of this there is 11 clellr convergcnce of responsibilities, internally
as wcll as internationally. Thc controversy about whether internal ills
arc causcd by external factors or whether the source of thcsc ills should be
sought exclusivcly in thc bchaviour of thc country conccrned has been
rcndered obsolete by events and is meaningless now. There arc both
internal and external factors to be attacked simultaneously. To emphasize
the former and excludc the lattcr, or vice versa, would be an aimless exer
cise and only divert our attention from the real solutions.

D. THE CONCERTING OF TRADE MEASURES

These solutions cannot be adopted in isolation, since they form an
integral part of a more comprehensive policy of international co-operation
for economic development. Solutions of this kind have been outlined in
part Two of this report, as a basis for discussion rather than as final
proposals. It may be helpful for us to recapitulate them briefly here.

1. IMPORT. TARGETS

With regard to primary commodities and industrial goods produced
by the developing countries, it is advocated that quantitative targets should
be set for their entry into the industrial countries' markets, to be reached
within a certain number of years.

The import targets for primary commodities could be, depending
on the individual case, quantities of specific commodities or groups of
commodities, or desired proportions of the consumption, or of the in
crease in consumption, of each importing country.

The targets for industrial goods could be expressed for each im
porting country in terms of a global value covering the quota of imports
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l)f nmnufactures enjoying preferences and the minimum tnr~et of imports
not subject to preferences that should he attained in order to help elimi
nate the trade gap.

Cases of injury to domestic producers resulting from exceptional
increases in imports from developing countries should be dealt with under
the normal pr-vcedures laid down by GATT.

2. lNDUSTRIAL PREFERENCES

Within the aforesaid global value, the industrial countries could
establish a quota for admitting manufactured goods from the developing
countries fret' vf duty, but they could exclude fml1! these preferenCt?s a
schedule of items constituting a reasonable percentage of the total goods
they import. This exclusion could take effect from the outset or during the
operation of the system, in accordance with criteria to be laid down.

Manufactures from developing countries thus L~xc1uded from the
scope of preferences would be admitted by the industrial countries on the
usual most-Favoured-nation basis.

All the del'e{oipng cOllntries. irrespective of their leve( of develop
ment, would be eligible to avail themselves of the pI'efel'entlal .\·ystem up
to the amount of the relevant quota. But there would have to be a periodic
review of the flow of exports; and if exports from one or more countries
increased so much that they did not leave sufficient room for those from
the others, equitable solutions should be sought.

Special preferences could be granted to the less advanced developing
countries. For this purpose. the list of items excluded by the industrial
countries from the preferential system applied to all developing countries
should be used.

The preference would remain in force for ten years from the time
when each industry in a given country started to export. But this period
could be extended in accorda.TJ.ce with internationally agreed procedures,
if an exception to the rule was fully justified.

3. EXISTING PREFERENCES

The ultimate objective should be to adapt existing prcferr.?ntial ar
rangements to the new system of preferences in such a way that there is
no discrimination among developing countries, and so that developing
countries presently obtaining such preferences should continue receiving
benefits under the new system at least equivalent to those they now enjoy.
The precise way in which this ultimate obj~ctive might be secured is a
matter for further discussion but it should include, in particular, interna
tional technical and financial assistance to countries at the earliest stage
of economic development.

In any case, preferences granted by developing to industrial countries
should cease.
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4, NATlIRF OF lHF TA1\OETS

The targets lIre an expression of the olJjcctil'cs to bc reached; thus
the\' arc or an indicative character and, generally speaking, do not con
stit;lte commitments to import. Dut the targets for primary commodities,
in addition to representing quotas of goods to be imported without re
strictions. mi!!ht constitute commitmcnts to l,urchase over 11 number of
years,

When the targets are set, Governments would pledge to take 1111

necessary action to reach them. including promotional II/('a,\'/I/'es in the
tcchnical, t/'CIdc and {inllllcial {iclds,

In the socialist countries, the targets would also be of an indicative
ch(/l'(/ctl'I', hut they should be translated into long-term commitments to
import under the system of bilateral agreements,

5, COMMODITY AGREEMENTS

Two converging kinds of measures arc envisaged to guarantee the
pu,.chasillg powel' of l'Xpo,.t,\' of primary commodities: commodity agree
ments and compensatory financing,

Commodity agr'C'cl/1cnts can be uscd to establish minimum prices or
improve prices. as the case may bc, by maintaining their parity with those
of manufactures. when thc price improvcment does not suhstantially affect
consumption by reducing it or by giving synthetics and substitutes a
competitive advantage.

Commodity agreements should establish whatever system of export
quotas may hc neccssary to support the price policy.

Whcn internal prices are higher in the industrial countries than on
the international market, thc adverse effects on consumption could be
avoided if the raising of prices was accompanied by an equivalent lowering
of tariffs or internal taxes where such exist.

In the case of tropical commodities, the internal taxes should be
lowered still more until they are completely eliminated, so as to encourage
consumption.

As regards competition from synthetics and substitutes, there might
be cases in which it is advisable to increase productivity and lower the
costs alld prices of some natural commodities, provided that the loss of
income thus suffered by the exporting countries is offset through com
pensatory financing.

Whenever the temporary shortage of a primary commodity leads
to price rises that adversely affect producers and consumers, ceiling
prices should set set. The agreements should also lay down rules for the
disposal of surpluses and non-commercial stocks.

The scope of commodity agreements, or of corresponding inter
governmental action, should be considerably extended and conditions
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should bl: laid down for access to the markets of the indllstt'ial ('(lllntl'ies
thwugh imp<>rt '11lOttlS and import cOl1lmitllWnf.\', Whl't'C feHsihle; in
addition. provision should bl: made for the gradual lowcrin/l of I'l/ppm'f
prices ,md armngl:mcnts made for co-ordinating the intcrnal and cxternal
pl'l1duction policy of the importing and exporting cOllntrks. The plIl'posr of
all thl:sl: steps is to cnsure that the latter obtain a reasonable ~hH1'e in the
gwwth L,f I:onsumption of the former.

b, COMPENSArORY FIN.\NClNC,

C,>mpeTL.I'<I[,>ry tiilc1llt'ing is imperative to the extent that it may not
be possible, through commodity agreements, to prevent the cxpOl'ting
cl.'untries from suffering losses llwing to deterioration III the terms of tl'ade.

Two kinds lJf losses would have to be compensated !wl1cefOl'th: those
due to the previolls detel'lor<ltion in the terms (If {rade and those reslllting
frLlm fllture deterioration,\',

The am<>unt ut compensatIOn to be received by each exporting coun
try would be determined after consideration llf the effect that the deteriora
tion has had on its investment resources and balance of paymeflts, so that
the country can receive whatever additional resources it needs to continue
its economic dt!velopmem plun without disturbances.

These additionuL resources should not be transferred directlv to pro
dUI.-ers, cxcept where this is essential to ensure the normal development
of production.

Each country should take whatever internal action it sees tit to obtain
r~sources fQ;: compensatory financing. But it should not do so through
ta.'\cs which, by raising prices for the consumer, tliscouraffe consumption
or encountge the replacemem of natural commodity by substitutes or
synthetics.

Th~ comp~nsatory resources might fOlm part of a fund administered
by irut!rrwtionuL credit ins{itutiom', at either the international or the
r~gional kvd, in accordance with rules approved by Governments.

Th~ required resources might also be made available to developing
cQuntri~s by national and international agencies acting through consortia
l'r by L'th~r suitable co-operative arrangements.

In ~ither case, the relevant decisions might be based on an indepen
dent finding by an illlernmiullal team ut independent experts of the highest
standing that a particular country's economic development was being
prejudiced by terms-ot-trade losses,

7, READJUSTMENT OF THE EXTERNAL DEBT

Consideration should be given to the readjustment of repayment
periuds and terms of the e.nernal debt of some countries, External financ
ing could facilitate this operation. Steps should also be taken to avoid the
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H. MA1UT1MF TRANSPORT AND INSlIRANCF

The possihility should he examined or developing merchunt marines
and insul'ancc (~perntions within regional groupings 01' developing coun
tries or of promoting among them specialization in the miscellaneous
at'tivities that constitute these set·vices.

The system of shipping conferences and the impact 01' thcir agree
mcnts on the developing countries should also be examined.

4. (JROIJPtNGS OF DFVFLOPIN(; COllNTRIEli

The developing countries should pursuc their industrialization
policies and especially their impOl't SUh,I'titutioll policics und should en
dcavoUl' to pool their cll'orts rationally hy means 01' preferential groupings
on as large a scale as possible.

Thesc preferential groupings should be supplemented by payments
(/gr('e/1/('lIts between their constituent members.

10. THE GATT RULES

The GATT rules now in force should be amended to take into
account the consequences of the structural inequalities between industrial
and developing countries. These amendments should relate in particular
to reciprocity with a view to establishing the concept of implicit reciproc
ity; to the pl'ef(,l'ences granted by the industrial countries to the developing
coulltries; and to the preferences granted by developing countries to each
other through groupings of countries.

11. REDUCTION OF EXCESSIVE TARIFFS

Without being committed to reciprocity, developing countries with
excessive protectionism should undertake to lower their high tariffs as
they gradually counter the trend towards external imbalance by expand
ing their exports of primary and indust~ial products and by import substi
tution.

12. DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

In the application of these concerted measures, it is essential to
recognize the different situations of the developing countries, depending
on the degree of their development, and to adapt and co-ordinate the
measures adopted so that the advantages deriving therefrom accrue in
particular to the less advanced of the developing countries in order to give
strong impetus to their growth, In this connexion, not only might the less
advanced countries to be given general preferences, shared with the other
developing countries irrespective of their degree of development, and

121

•



special preferences, but they should also receive particular attention so
far as the measures for promot~..Ig their exports are concerned. They
should also be given special attention as regards the allocation of interna
tional fir.ancial resources; the per capita volume of the resources that
these countrie~ obtain should generally be greater than that granted to
the more advanced of the developing countries and especially to those of
them which may already have improved their ability to generate their
own investment resources.

E. NATURE AND ADAPTABIUTY OF THE POUCY
OF INTERNATIONAL CO·OPERATION

Now that the principal measures proposed in this report have been
thus summarized, two important observations should be made.

The first concerns the very nature of the policy which embraces all
these measures. It is not simply a matter of lowering or removing barriers
which stand ill the way of the developing countries' trade and of laying
down more appropriate rules than those now in force. What is required
is positive action.

Tt:' lS the significance of the import targets. They are the tangible
and pra:~! ;cal expression of the responsibility which Governments-both
of the industrial and of the developing countries-may decide to assume
in order to achieve certain basic foreign trade objectives. And this respon
sibility would necessarily involve the adoption of whatever measures may
be called for, both internal and international.

Thus, should the import targets set be insufficiently high, or prove
to be so in practice, the mflow of international finance would have to be
increased to cover the trade gap.

This does not mean that import targets and external financial aid
are interchangeable concepts. Actually, the quantity of external finance
should rather be a supplement to internal investment resources, to com
pensate for their present scarcity. Under normal circumstances, their
direct role should not be to bridge the gap. This has to be done through the
expansion of exports. Hence there is no conflict between trade and aid.
Each of these has its specific role to play.

Consequently, the extent to which exports and international financial
resources have to be co-ordinated is not arbitrary. The proportion of these
resources in each country's investment programme mnst become smaller
in the course of time as domestic savings capacity draws strength from the
economic development process itself. Exports, on the other hand, must
expand continuously in order fo cover mounting import requirements and
pay for servicing the external debt.

All this points to desirability of periodically examining the way in
which those objectives are being achieved, not as ends in themselves but
as means which, in combination with others, would make it possible to
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reach a bigger target, the growth target set for the United Nations De
velopment Decade and the more satisfactory targets which may be estab
lished later.

The second observation concerns the flexibility with which this policy
must be carried out. The developing countries have certain very important
common denominators, but there are also great disparities betwf;en them,
deriving from their different degrees of development and from the par
ticular problems that affect them. Owing to these disparities, t.'le measures
advocated here would also have very different effects from country to
country. Thus, while access to the manufactured goods markets of the
industrial countries is important for all, some developing countries would
be able to enjoy the advantages of these measures much earlier than
others, unless those opportunities are accompanied by very energetic
promotional measures in the countries which would otherwise lag behind.
Commodity agreements or compensatory financing would also have a
very diverse impact. All of the foregoing emphasizes the need to bear in
mind these disparities in degrees of development and in individual situa
tions. The decisive element here could be international technical and finan
cial aid. The intensity of this aid would have to be geared to those dis
parities so that all the countries could expedite their pace of growth, or
maintain it in the few cases where an at;ceptable tempo has been attained.

This very heterogeneity opens up interesting vistas so far as the
dynamics of development is concerned. At one extreme are the countries
which are close to a level of income that will enable them, in a relatively
short time, to grow at a satisfactory pace with their own resources, but
which have to correct the persistent trend towards external imbalance so
they can convert part of these resources into imports of capital and other
goods needed for their economic development. At the other extreme are
the countries which are only beginning to develop, and there the top
priority is to obtain international finance, most especially for building
up their generally weak economic infrastructure and for basically im
portant social investments. The countries which are at an incipient stage
of development may possibly not have to contend with an acute persistent
imbalance as do the former, since this imbalance is a consequence of
development; but it would be advisable to act now to prevent this from
occurring in the future by guiding their development, and particularly
their industrialization policy, along rational lines, both by import sub
stitution within groupings of countries and by the promotion of exports
of manufactures.

In the course of time, the more advanced of the developing coun
tries should be able to provide a market for exports of manufactures from
countries which are embarking on the first stages of industrialization by
according them preferential treatment. .

In all of this there is no master plan, drawn up once and for all,
that is equally applicable to all countries. That is why this policy is neces
sarily a complex one. Furthermore, it must respond and adapt itself
continually to endless changes.
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F. NEW PROHLEMS ANn NEW ATTITUDES

Such lire the issues for which this Conferencc must seek international
solutions in support of internal endeavour. They are solutions which must
be embodied in a new polky, not necessarily in response to new ideas
for the ideas prcsented here are not fundamcntally ncw-but because they
dcmand tIC\\ attitudcs. Will it bc possible to bring about thesc new atti
tudcs'~ Will thc proposals formulated here be realistic? If realism means
proposing what is fcasible at a given moment, thcn pcrhaps not all that
is suggestcd in thcsc pagcs is realistic; it might be considered an illusion.
But what is rcalistic today was not always so ycsterday, and today's illu
sion may be tomorrow's realism.

Nothing is more significant in this connexion than the way in which
ideas havc evolved in thc short time that has elapsed since the proposal
to hold this C'oncfercnce was adopted by the Unitcd Nations.

Again, rcality is madc up not just of thc tangiblc facts which we
have bcforc us now, but also of the facts still to unfold. Realism is, more
ovcr, the ability to disl'crn what could happen when we do not know how,
or do not wish, to take deliberatc and timely action to shape the course
of events.

The prospects facing the developing countries are grave indeed.
Development is turning inwards in thc countries that have made more
headway in the industrialization process; it is closeting itself more and
more in watertight compartments; and the same thing will happen in the
others, the lcss advanced, if they too have to become industrialized within
thc narrow confines of thcir national markcts. What is more, those coun
tries in general, and the less advanced of them in particular, are not
obtaining sufficient financial resources from abroad. These resources are
indispensable for breaking that other vicious circle in which incomes are
low because investments are inadequate and investments are inadequate
because incomes are precarious. .

The developing countries must not be forced to cut down the in
herently very low consumption of .the masses in order to increase capital
formation, particularly in view of the impressive magnitude of their as
pirations for social betterment. It is no good to preach the need for them
to develop by their own efforts and at the same time to limit their pos
sibilities of giving practical expression to that effort in the international
field through the expansion of theit exports. They must not be forced
into a kind of closed development. Hence a broad policy of international
co-operation in trade, in financial resources and in the propagation of
technology is unavoidable. Without it the econmaic and social cost of
development will be enormous. Closed development leads to compulsion,
and usually compulsion involves a political cost fraught with very serious
consequences. Realism is also foresight, and an elementary sense of fore
sight should induce us to read the sign of the times in the developing
'.orId.
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These pages are therefore an act of faith: an act of faith in the pos
sibility of pcrsuading, of making these ideas sink in where they should
sink in, and in the possibility of provoking constructive reactions. The
facts arc thcre and cannot bc denied. And if the ways of dealing with
thcm proposed here are not acceptable, others will have to be sought
which are. For the problem is inescapable. Never before has the world
bcen faced with it in this form and on this scale, nor has it ever had the
cnormous possibilities that it now has of solving it, or the conviction
which is steadily growing-that it is also fcasible consciously and de
libcrately to influence tcchnical and cconomic forces in the prosecution of
grand designs.
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