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I. TISSUES THAT REQUIRE ACTION BY OR ARE BROUGHT TO THE
ATTENTION OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL

A. Draft resolutions recommended for adoption by the Council

1. The Commission on the Status of Women recommended the following draft
resoluticns for adoption by the Economic and Social Council:

I

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women

The Economic and Socigl Council,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 34/180 of 18 December 1979, in which
the Assembly adopted the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women,

Affirming that discrimination against women is incompatible with human
dignity and the welfare of society and that women and men should participate on
a basis of equality in the social, economic and political processes of the
development of their countries,

Recognizing the adoption of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination against Women as an important step towards the achievemeat of
the goals of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and
Peace,

Recalling that the General Assembly, in its resolution 34/180, requested
the Secretary-General to present the text of the Convention to the World
Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and
Peace,

1. Expresses the hope that the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women will come into force at an early date;

2. Urges Governments to make the recessary arrangements leading to the
opening of the Convention on the Elimina’..on of All Forms of Discrimination
against Vomen for signature, ratification and accession;

3. Invites the Secretary-General to promote, by all means at his
disposal, the signing and ratification of the Convention;

L, Requests the Secretary-General to arrange a ceremony for signing the
Convention to take place during the World Conference of the United Nations
Decade for.Women: IEquality, Development and Peace:

5. Encourages non-governmental organizations to study and make known the
provisions of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women.




IT

Iiational machinery for the monitoring and implementation
of the Programme for the Urited Nations Decade for
Vomen

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling the provisions of the Vorld Plan of Action for the Implementation
of the Objectives of the International 'omen's Year, adopted by the World
Conference of the International Vomen's Year, 1/ recommending the establishment
within pgovernment of national commissions, women's bureaux and similar
machinery, with adequate staff and budget, for the achievement of the godls
of the World Plan of Action,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General entitled "Review and
evaluation of progress achieved in the implementation of the World Plan of
Action: national planning, national machinery, and legislation", 2/

Affirming the crucial role of national uiechanisms in promoting the
integration of women into the whole development process,

Affirming also the important role of women's groups and organizations in
the identification of problems, in the monitoring of programmes of special
interest to women and in the provision of special services to women, as well
as their role as a mobilizing force at the local level and as a meens of
instilling in women confidence in their capacity to influence the processes
of change,

Recognizing the need to strengthen women's groups and organizations to
enable them to carry out their functions effectively,

1. Recommends that national machinery should be:
(a) Established wherever it has not already been established;
(b) Given adequate human, financial and technical resources;

(¢) Given an appropriate central location within the governmental
structure; having effective links with national planning units;

(1) Supported by special units, where necessary, within the concerned
departments and agencies, especially those concerned with health, education,
employment, labour, rural development, credit and marketing;

(e) Provided with adequate arrangements for linkages at subnational
and local levels;

1/ Report of the World Conference of the International Women's Year, Mexico City,
19 June-2 July 1975 (United Nations publication, Sales lo. E.76.IV.1), chap. II,
sect. A.

2/ Bfcu.6/622.

D



2. Recommends also that national mechanisms should be strengthened
by means of a network arrangement within women's groups and organizations;

3. Further recommends that women's groups and organizations, especially
at the local level, should be given adequate financial and technical
resources to facilitate their ability to work with the national machinery
in order better to achieve their common objective of promoting the integration
of women in development.

ITT

Advancement of rural women

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling that, in General Assembly resolution 3520 (XXX) of
15 December 1975, it was decided to convene a world conference in 1980, at
the mid-term of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development
and Peace,

Bearing in mind that the third session of the Preparatory Committee for
the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace, established by Economic and Social Council resolution
2062 (LXIT) of 12 May 1977, is to be held in the near future,

Recalling that the Preparatory Committee is responsible for making
recommendations regarding the substantive and organizational arrangements for
the Vlorld Conference of the United Nations Decade for VWomen: Ejuality,
Development and Peace,

Reviewing the World Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Objectives
of the International Women's Year, adopted by the World Conference of the
International Women's Year, held in 1975, 3/

Noting that the World Plan of Action stresses the need to promote the
advancement of rural women,

Observing that, in some countries, very little progress has been achieved
in this direction,

Recalling that there exists a Programme of Action concerning rural
questions which contains sections devoted to the consideration of concrete
measures for the advancement of: rural women, h/ endorsed by the General Assembly
in its resolution 34/14 of 9 November 1979,

City,

3/ Report of the World Conference of the International Women's Year, Mexico
19 June-2 July 1975 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.T6.IV.1l),

chap,

Rome,

IT, sect, A

h/ See Report of the World Conference on Agrarian Reform’'and Rural Development,
T12-20 July 1979 (WCARRD/REP); transmitted to the members of the General

Assembly by a note of the Secretary-General (A/34/485),
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1. Invites the Preparatory Committee for the World Conference of the
United Nations Decade for Women: ZEquality, Development and Peace, in
considering and drafting, at its third session, the programme of action to . -
be submitted to the World Conference, to include specific short-term,
medium~term or long-term proposals for action in order to improve the health,
working and educational conditions of women in rural areas;

2 Invites the Preparatory Committee to include in the programme of the
World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality. Development
and Peace a recommendation to extend labour and social security legislation
to rural areas for those countries for which this is appropriate;

3. Urges the Preparatory Committee to take into account the general
plans set forth in the Programme of Action adopted by the World Cecnference on
Agrarian Reform and Rural Development, E/ and endorsed by the General Assembly
in resolution 34/14, and to include them to the extent feasible and appropriate.

v

Programme of action for the second half
of the United Nations Decade for Women:
BEguality, Development and Peace

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 3520 (XXX) of 15 December 1975, in
which the Assembly decided that in 1980, at the mid-term of the United Nations
Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, a world conference would
be convened to review and evaluate progress made in implementing the
recommendations of the World Conference of the International Women's Year, held
in 1975, 5/ and to readjust programmes for the second half of the Decade in the
light of the new data and research,

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolution 2062 (LXII) of
12 May 1977, in which the Council requested the Secretary-General to prepare
for the consideration of the Commission on the Status of Viomen; at its twenty-
seventh session, a report outlining a programme of concrete action for the
second half of the Decade,

Recalling further General Assembly resolution 33/185 of 29 January 1979, in
which the Assembly adopted the subtheme "Employment, Health and Education'
for the Conference and recommended that the Conference should place emphasis
on elaborating action-oriented plans for integrating women in the development
process, particularly by promoting economic activities and employment
opportunities on an equal footing with men, through, inter alia, the provision
of adequate health and educational facilities,

Noting with appreciation the progress made in the preparations for the
World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development

5/ See Report of the World Conference of the International Women's Year, Mexico
City, 19 June-2 July 1975 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E,76.IV.1).
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and Peace by the Preparatory Committee, the Secretary-General of the Conference
and the specialized agencies,

Recognizing that, in spite of increasing awareness and commitments of
national Governments, the international community, voluntary organizations,
the communication media and others during the last five years, since the
Declaration of Mexico on the Dguality of Women and their Contribution to
Development and Peace, 1975, §/ many important obstacles and constraints still
impede the practical application of the World Plan of Action for the
Implementation of the Objectives of the International Women's Year, T/

Taking note of the fact that the advancement of women is affected by
inequalities and inequities in the world situation,

Avare that the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women,
to be held at Copenhagen in July 1980, should be an important occasion for
assessing progress towards the attainment of the three objectives of the
Decade and for deciling on future priorities and strategies for action,

Noting that the elaboration of the international development strategy for
the third United Nations development decade at the special session of the
General Assembly on economic development, to be held in August 1980, will
provide an opportunity at the global level for due account to be taken of
vomen's role in development,

Bearing in mind that at the national, regional and intornational levels
there is a lack of adequate mechanisms for continuing monitoring and evaluation
of the measures for attaining the objectives of the Decade,

1. Recognizes that the following are among the major, basic underlying
constraints that have impeded the implementation of the World Plan of Action
for the Implementation of the Objectives of the International Women's Year
at the national level, and consequently at the regional and international
levels:

(a) Inadequate understanding that change in the position of women in
society is not a matter for concern and endeavour by women alone; the ultimate
aim is the enrichment of the whole society, and both men and women must be
fully involved in an effort to achieve this;

(b) Attitudes concerning the role of men and women which are not
conducive to a policy of equel opportunities for both sexes, often including a
perception among women themselves of playing an inferior or restricted roles

(¢) TIn many countries, insufficient appreciation among policy-makers of
the need for economic and social change in the situation of women, and
consequent lack of political will;

6/ Ibid., chap. I.
7/ Ibid., chap. II, sect. A.



(d) Inadequate recognition of the economic v-lue of women's work in
monetary and non-monetary sectors;

(g) Insufficient systematic attention to the particular needs of women
and girls in national and sectoral planning, and inadequate monitoring of the
effects of public policy on women;

(g) Too few women in decision-making positions at all levels of
governmental and non-governmental action;

(g) Too narrow a distribution among women of the skills, experience and
contacts which contribute to effective participation in public life at national
and international levels;

(h) Insufficient provision of working environments and support services
that would facilitate the participation of women in economic and political
life;

(i) In many countries, persistence of injustice to women in national
laws and administrative regulations, and inadequate positive legal commitment
to a policy of equal opportunities for both men and women;

(j) Lack of financial resources, which, especially in a time of world
recession, is ageravated by the factors mentioned above which affect the
allocation of scarce resources;

(E) Weak communication between those whose needs are greatest of all,
including rural women and the urban poor, and policy-makers in both
governmental and non-governmental spheres who belong mainly to an urban-oriented
€lite;

(1) TLack of sufficient awareness among women, especially those from the
rural areas and urban slums, about opportunities available for their
development ;

(m) Inadequate access of women to training, especially in skills in the
non-traditional sectors, owing to socio-cultural constraints, preJudlces and
insufficient training facilities;

2. Calls upon the Secretary-General of the World Conference of the
United Nations Decade for Viomen: Equality, Development and Peace to take
into account in the final preparations for the Conference the following
recommendations:

(a) That in the preparation of documentation for the Conference, the
views expressed by the Commission on the Status of Women at its twenty-eighth
session should be taken into account;

(b) That the content of the programme of action for the second half of
the Decade should be directly related both to the review of progress in
achieving the objectives of the World Plan of Action for the Implementation of
the Objectives of the Internmational Viomen's Year and to the basic underlying
constraints that have impeded the attainment of these objectives; some of the
important strategies that need to be given consideration appear in the annex
to the present resolutiong
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(E) That, as part of the documentation, a sufficient data base should
be made available that will facilitate the review of progress towards the
achievement of the objectives of the Decade;

(g) To provide in the draft programme for the second half of the
Decade guidelines for the development of indicators and methods for monitoring
progress at the international, national and regional levels;

(e) That the document on review and evaluation of the progress
achieved in the implementation of the World Plan of Action be published,
including the statistical annex, in a single document for the World Conference
and that it be published as soon as possible after the Conference in a form
easily accessible, and especially to the largest possible number of women;

(g) To provide, as part of the documentation for the World Conference
the summarized version of the World Plan of Action adopted at Mexico City

in 1975:

(g) To proviae as soon as possible after the Conference a document in
a format similar to that mentioned in subparagraph (ﬁ) above, in order that
the main decisions may be effectively disseminated and implemented:

3. Requests that the views and expertise of the specialized agencies
and other United Nations bodies be fully taken into account in the
preparation of the review and the formulation of strategies for inclusion
in the programme for the second half of the Decade;

L. Further reaquests that Member States, in their deliberations at
the forthcoming and subsequent meetings of the Preparatory Committee for
the New International Development Strategy, pay narticular attention to the
problems of women in development with a view to incorporating the subject
of women in the development strategies of the 1680s;

5. Urges the General Assembly at its special session on economic
development, in its elaboration of the strategy for the third United Nations
development decade, to consider the role of women in the development process,
as well as the effects of development on the position of women, and to
take full account of the results of the World Conference of the United Nations
Decade for Vomen.



ANNEX

Strategies to be considered in establishing the programme
of action for the second half of the Decade

1. Efforts for the integration of women in all sectors of the development
plans and policies should be incorporated in the programme, and particularly
in the sectors of employment, health and education, by the allocation of
adequate financial, human and technical resources, by the establishment of
targets for allocation of physical and financial resources, and by the study
of the likely impact on women of all programmes at the planning stage; and
by the monitoring and evaluation of such programmes for the extent of
women's participation and benefit in them.

2. Concrete programmes should be established for providing information
to women about the opportunities available to them, especially in the
areas of employment, health and education, and for incentives and
programmes for increasing their access to training, more particularly in
the non-traditional fields.

3. Concrete programmes should be established by the use of education and
the communication media to project women's potentialities and changing roles
and responsibilities.

L, The participation of women should be increased at all decision-making
levels of government, political parties, trade unions, judiciary and elected
bodies.

5. A network of child-care centres should be established as a matter of
urgency and as an essential service in increasing socialization of women's
household work to enable them to participate more actively in every field.

6. Grass-roots level organizations of women should be promoted and given
assistance, as key instruments of development, in mobilizing women,
particularly poor women in rural and urban areas, in acquiring training in
productive activities and access to needed development services and inputs,
and in organizing working women, particularly in the unorganized sector, for
protection against exploitation and for socio-cccupational mobility through
education, training and the necessary supportive services.

T. Attention and support should be given to women's role and participaticn
in traditional and cultural life,

v

Question of elaborating a draft declaration on the

participation of women in the struggle for the

strengthening of international peace and security

and against colonialism, racism, racial discrimination,

foreign aggression and occupation and all forms of
foreign domination

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling resolution IV, adopted by the Commission on the Status of
Women on 3 April 1978, concerning the question of elaborating a draft
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declaration on the participation of women in the struggle for the
strengthening of international peace and security and against colonialism,
racism, racial discrimination, foreign aggression and occupation and all
forms of foreign domination,

Recalling also its resolution 1978/29 of 5 May 1978 and General Assembly
resolution 34/158 of 1T December 1979, by which the Commission on the
Status of Women was requested to consider the question of elaborating a
draft declaration on the participation of women in the struggle for the
strengthening of international peace and security and against colonialiem,
racism, racial discrimination, foreign aggression and occupation and all
forms of foreign domination with a view to submitting it to the World
Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women,

Taking note of the views and proposals of Governments, specialized
agencies and other intergovernmental organizations, as well as concerned .
non-governmental organizations in consultative status with the Economic
and Social Council, transmitted to the Secretary-General and contained in
his report to the Commission on the Status of Women at its twenty-eighth
session, 8/

Taking into account the views expressed by the Commission at its
twenty-eighth session,

1. Refers to the General Assembly the question of elaborating a
draft declaration on the participation of women in the struggle for the
strengthening of international peace and security and against colonialism,
racism, racial discrimination, foreign aggression and occupation and
all forms of fureign domination;

2. Invites the General Assembly to consider this question at its
thirty-fifth session.

Vi

Plan of action for the second half of the United

Nations Decade for Women: institutions responsible

for implementing the World Plan of Action at the
international and regional levels

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 3520 (XXX) of 15 December 1975,
in which the Assembly, inter alia, invited all relevant crgenizations of
the United Nations system to submit their proposals and suggestions for
implementing the World Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Objectives
of the International Women's Year 9/ and related resolutions of the

8/ E/CN.6/626 and Add.1l.

2/ Report of the World Conference of the International Women's Year,
Mexico City, 19 June-2 July 1975 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.T6.IV.1l),
chep. II, sect. A.
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World Conference of the International Women's Year, 1975, 10/ to develop and
implement a joint interagency medium-term programme for the integration of
women in development with special emphasis on technical co-operation in
programmes relating to women in development, and to render, in accordance
with requests of Governments, sustained assistance in the formulation, design,
implementation and evaluation of projects and programmes which would enable
women to be integrated in national and international development,

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 33/185 of 29 January 1979, in
which the Assembly invited the relevant organizations of the United Nations
system to review progress made, as well as constraints and specific problems
encountered in their technical and operational areas, and to suggest
appropriate prugrammes for the second half of the Decade with special
emphasis on the subtheme "Employment, Health and Education",

Noting with appreciation the reports of the United Nations bodies and
specialized agencies on their activities of special interest to women,

1. Requests the specialized agencies to include in their reports
toc the Commission on the Status of Women information on the institutional
mechanisms and procedures established to promote incorporation of women's
needs into their programmes and activities;

2. Also requests the inclusion in their reports to the Commission
on the Status of Women of measures being taken on behalf of women and their
impact, both quantitatively and qualitatively;

3. Recommends that the draft programme of action for the second half
of the Decade include at the international and regional levels:

(a) An increase in the effectiveness of special mechanisms within the
United Nations bodies, including the regional commissions and the specialized
agencies, to realize the World Plan of Action for the Implementation of the
Objectives of the International Women's Year, to increase the incorporation
of women's needs into all their programmes and activities and also to
increase women's participation in and benefit from these programmes and
activities;

(b) Provision of adequate financial, humen and technical resources
on a regular basis to such special mechanisms to enable them to carry out
their tasks effectively;

(c) Establishment of guidelines, wherever they do not already exist,
for the study of all programmes and projects in respect of their likely
impact on women, and measures for monitoring and evaluating such programmes
in respect of the extent of their benefits to women;

L.  Urges the specialized agencies and United Nations bodies to increase
their co-ordination and co-operation, using the interagency programme for
the United Nations Decade for Women and the Advancement of Women Branch as
effective mechanisms.

10/ Ibid., chap. III.
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VIT

United Nations activities: Voluntary Fund for the
United Nations Decade for Women

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling Ceneral Assembly resolution 3520 (XXX) of 15 December 1975,
in which the Assembly invited all relevant organizations of the United
Nations system to render, in accordance with requests of Governments,
sustained assistance in the formulation, design, implementation and
evaluation of projects and programmes which would enable women to be
integrated in national and international development,

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 34/156 of 17 December 1979
on the Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade for Women,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on the Voluntary
Fund, 11/

1. Requests all funding organizations and the specialized agencies
of the United Nations system to review their financial and technical
assistance support, both to assess the impact on women and to revise or
supplement the activity to assure the involvement of and benefit to women,
and to report to the General Assembly every second year, beginning in
1981, the results of those surveys and, if appropriate, corrective action
taken;

2. Encourages Governments to review activities included in their
national development plans, in order to assess their impact on women and
to make appropriate adjustmenis, as necessary, taking into account the
possibility of technical and financial assistance from multilateral and
bilateral resources;

3. Also encourages Governments, where appropriate, to formulate,
as part of their development co-operation policies, guidelines for the
implementation of the objectives of the United Nations Decade for Women;

L, Recognizes the importance of continuing the activities of the
Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade for Women beyond the
term of the Decade;

5. Expresses its concern that pledges to the Voluntary Fund are not
presently keeping pace with multiplying demands on the resources of the
Fund

6. Strongly urges member States who are in a position to do so
to support the Fund's activities as generously as possible, in order that
the range of contributors might be widened and the level of resources
greatly increased;

11/ A/3L4/612.
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T. Welcomes the opportunity offered by the World Conference of the
United Nations Decade for Women as a forum for increasing awareness about
the possibilities of the Voluntary Fund, both for donors and recipients.

VIII

Continuation of the integrated reporting system on the status
of women during the second half of the United Nations Decade
for Women, 1980-1985

The Economic and Social Counecil,

Recalling that, in its resolutions 5 (I) of 16 February 1946 and 48 (IV)
of 29 March 1947 on the status of women, it reaffirmed that it was the
fundanental purpose of the Commission on the Status of Women to develop
proposals for promoting equal rights for women and eliminating discrimination
on grounds of sex in the legal, political, economic, social and educational
fields, and accordingly resolved that the functions of the Commission should
be to prepare recommendations and reports for submission to the Council on
these matters and to make recommendations on urgent problems requiring
immediate attention, basing these functions upon all relevant information,

Reaffirming the need for reports based upon the integrated reporting
system for the continued performance of these functions by the Commission on
the Status of Women,

Recalling that the General Assembly, in its resolution 33/186 of
29 January 1979, decided to integrate the reporting systems on the
implementation of the Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women 12/ with those procedures established for biennial system-wide reviews
and appraisals of the realization of the World Plan of Action for the
Implementation of the Objectives of the International Women's Year 13/ and of
progress made under the International Development Strategy for the Second
United Nations Development Decade 1lh/ and to review the new reporting system
in the light of further developments,

Noting the reports of the Advancement of Women Branch of the Centre for
Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs on the revised procedures
utilized. for the purposes of the first biennial round of the integrated
reporting system durihg 1978-1979, 15/

12/ General Assembly resolution 2263 (XXII).

13/ Report of the World Conference of the International Women's Year,
Mexico City, 19 June-2 July 1975 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.T6.IV.1),
chap. II., sect. A.

1L/ General Assembly resolution 2626 (XXV).
;2/ E/CN.6/XXVIII/CRP.2.

~12-



Noting further the suggestions of the Advancement of VWomen Branch for
further revision of procedures in order to take into account the needs of
Governments, specialized agencies, regional cormissions and other bodies of
the United Nations system during the second biennial round of the integrated
reporting system during 1980-1981, and for the undertaking of a programme of
widespread dissemination of information obtained as & result of the operation
of the reporting system, 16/

Convinced that the Commission on the Status of Women should continue its
fundamental functions of monitoring the situation with regard to the status
of women and of developing proposals and recommendations to the Council on
the basis of all relevant information, and that it should, for that purpose,
co~ordinate the results cf an improved reporting system on the status of
vomen and the continuing work of the Advancement of Women Branch in the
maintenance of the existing date bank and in the development of appropriate
indicators of women's status, ' '

1. Decides to continue the existing integrated reporting system on the
status of women as the means of monitoring the realization during 1980-1985
of the World Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Objectives of the
International Women's Year and of the programme of actloﬁ for the second
half of the United Nations Decade for Women;

2. Reguests the Secretary-Ceneral to ensure that, within the framework
of the regular budget, the Advancement of Women Branch of the Centre for
Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs has the resources needed to
implement its current programme for development of the integrated reporting
system and to provide for the widest dissemination of information obtained
therefrom;

3. Further requests that the Advancement of Women Branch provide, for
every session of the Commission on the Status of Women, a progress report on
implementation of new strategies for women and on its work aimed at follow-up
and harmonization of activities of the various bodies of the United Nations
system, including institutes and regional commissions, which contribute to the
promotion of women's rights.

IX

Influence of the mass communication media on attitudes towards
the role of women and men in present~-day society

The Economic and Social Counecil,

Recalling its resolution 2063 (LXII) of 12 May 1977 regarding the
influence of the mass communication media on attltudes towards the roles of
women and men in present-day society,

16/ E/CN.6/XXVIII/CRP.4, E/CN.6/XXVIII/CRP.5, E/CN.6/XXVIII/CRP.6.
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Taking note of the report of the special rapporteur of the Commission on
the Status of Women, Dr. Esmeralda Arboleda Cuevas, on the influence of the
mass communication media on attitudes towards the roles of women and men
in present-day society, 17/ and of the importance of the problems raised in
that report,

Enmphasizing the enormous potential of the mass communication media for
the training and education of the general public, in particular the potential
of television and its applicability in schools and adult education centres,

Taking into account the increasing amount of time devoted by the general
public to television and its influence on public attitudes and patterns of
behaviour,

Considering that the influence of mass communication media is likely
to increase during the next few years as a result of the use of new
technologies for improving transnational audio-visual communication media,

Regretting a tendency in mass communication media to present women in
stereotyped roles and pointing to the need to correct this tendency,

1. Calls upon those responsible for the content and presentation of
material by mass communication media to make additional efforts to present in
a more comprehensive and balanced way the right of women to enjoy equal rights
and equal opportunities with men;

2. Encourages all relevant organizations, political parties, women's
associations and other relevant groups or institutions to exercise their
influence on those responsible to achieve the aforementioned aims;

3. Recommends that the Preparatory Committee for the World Conference
of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace
decide, at its third session, to submit the report of the special
rapporteur ;I/ as a background document under item 8 of the provisional
agenda for the VWorld Conference, ;§/ after appropriate revision in the
light of the comments made during the twenty-eighth session of the Commission
on the Status of Women.

X

Communications on the status of women

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling its resolutions 48 (IV) of 29 March 194T., 76 (V) of
5 August 1947 and 304 (XI) of 14 and 17 July 1950,

17/ E/CN.6/627.
18/ General Assembly resolution 33/189, annex.
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Bearing in mind the decisions of the World Conference of the
International Women's Year of 1975 and in particular the World Plan of Action
for the Implementation of the Objectives of the Internatlonal Women's
Year, 19/

Considering that, as a result of the World Conference, the volume of
communications concerning the status of women has increased substantially,

Considering that the General Assembly, in its resolution 34/180 of
18 December 1979, adopted the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women,

Bearing in mind that, in its decision 86 (LVIII) of 6 May 1975, the
Council invited the Commission on the Status of Women to reconsider its
existing authority to deal with commurications relating to the status of
women,

Aware that the committee to be established under the above-mentioned
Convention when it comes into force is to receive reports from States Parties
to the Convention but will not be authorized to receive communications on
violations of women's rights or to receive reports from States not parties
to the Convention,

Mindful of the need for a United Nations body concerned with all aspects
of women's rights to provide international recourse for 1nd1v1duals,
orgenizations and States concerned with the status of women,

Recognizing the desirability of strengthening the Commission on the
Status of Viomen to deal with communications relating to the political,
civil, economic, social and cultural rights and the status of women in all
aspects,

Taking into _account the procedures of the Commission on Humen Rights
to deal with communications and in particulsr Economic and Social Council
resolutions 728 F (XXVIII) of 30 July 1959, 1235 (XLII) of 6 June 1967 and
1503 (XLVIII) of 27 May 1970,

Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation with the member States
of the Economic and Social Council and on the basis of equitable geographic
representation of the Council, to appoint an ad hoc group of experts,
which would meet at the seat of the United Nations at Vienna, to study
procedures for dealing with communications relating to the status of women
and to report to the Commission on the Status of Vomen at its twenty-ninth
sessior.

19/ Report of the World Conference of the International Women's Year,
Mexico City, 19 June-2 July 1975 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.76.IV.1l),
chep, II, sect. A.




XI

Fundamental freedoms guaranteed to individuals

The Economic and Social Council,

Keeping in mind the provisions of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights 20/ and of the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, 21/

Considering that everyone has the right to security of person,

Considering that all are equal before the law and are entitled, without
any discrimination, to equal protection of the law,

Considering that everyone is entitled, in full equality, to a fair and
public hearing by an independent and impartial tribunal, in the determination
of his or her rights and obligations, and of any criminal chargze against him
or her,

Deeply concerned about the fact that close relatives - particularly the
spouses, mothers and children - of persons accused of a penal offence are
often, because of their relationship to those persons, the victims of
persecution, harassment and other infringements of their rights,

1. Reaffirms the principles governing the fundamental guarantees of
the individual, as set forth particularly in articles 3, 6, 7 and 10 of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights;

2. Calls on Govermments to ensure the strict application of these
provisions, and particularly that no one can be prosecuted, persecuted or
harassed simply because of a family or social relationship with an accused
or convicted person;

3. Recommends that the competent international bodies, particularly
the Commission on Human Rights, should find ways of putting an end to such
action, ensuring that all persons enjoy fundamental rights and guarantees,
and, in particular, providing effective protection for women and children
to safeguard them against any reprisals, and to restore thelr rights to
those who have been deprived thereof.

-

XII

Communications concerning the status of women

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling that, under article 5 of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, "no one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment", 22/

20/ General Assembly resolution 217 A (III),
21/ General Assembly resolution 2200 A (XXI).
22/ General Assembly resolution 217 A (III).
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2.

Recalling the Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from Being
Subjected to Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment, which was adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution
3452 (XXX) of 9 December 1975,

Considering that, in many countries, prosecuted, indicted or imprisoned
women are often subjected to intolerable treatment and specific forms of
torture, especially when they are harassed in violation of fundamental rights,
because of their national or racial origin, or solely on the basis of their
political opinions,

Addresses a solemn appeal to Governments and to international bodies
concerned with the defence of human rights that they should pay particular
attention to the conditions in which women are detained, especially concerning
respect for their dignity and corporal integrity.

XIT1

Programme of work., including the draft provisional agenda
for the twenty-ninth session of the Commission on the
Status of Women :

The BEconomic and Social Council,

Referring to the Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons
and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others, approved by the General
Assembly in its resolution 317 (IV) of 2 December 1949,

Referring also to page T5 of the Mexico Plan of Action concerning
prevention of the exploitation of women and girls, 23/ and to resolution
1 (XXVII) of 4 April 1978 of the Commission on the Status of Women,

1. Regquests the Secretary -General to explain why no report has ever
been prepared on the application of the Convention for the Suppression of the
Traffic in Persons and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others;

2. Desires that such a report should finelly be prepared, emphasizing
in particular the causes and socio~economic conditions which encourage the
development of prostitution;

3. Recommends that the Preparatory Committee for the World Conference
of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equelity, Development and Péace at
its third session include this serious problem in the programme of action for
the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Iquality,
Development and Peace, and take the appropriate steps tc campaign against this
social scourge of which women are the victims.

B. Draft decision recommended for adoption by the Council

The Commission on the Status of Women recommended the following draft decision

for adoption by the Economic and Social Council:

23/ E/5725.
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The FEconomic and Social Council,

Approves the provisional agenda and documentation for the tweniy-ninth
session of the Commission on the Status of Women set out below:

Provisional annotated agenda for the twenty-ninth session
of the Commission on the Status of Women

1. Election of officers

[iégislative authority: rule 15 of the rules of procedure of the _
functional cormissions of the Economic and Social Council (E/5975)/

2. Adoption of the agenda

[iégislative authority: Economic and Social Council resolution
1894 (LVII) of 1 August 1974, rules 5 and T of the rules of procedure
(E/5975)/

3. Review and appraisal of progress achieved in the implementation of the
World Plan of Action

[iégislative authority: General Assembly resolution 3490 (X¥X);
Economic and Social Council resolution 2060 (ILXII)/

Documentation

Report of the Secretary-General

L, Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women

z@kgislative authority: General Assembly resolution 3h/l&§7

Documentation

Report of the Secretary-General on the status of the Conyention

Reﬁort of the Cormittee on the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women to the General Assembly submitted through the Economic and Sccial
Council and transmitted by the Secretary-General for the information

of the Commission

5. Measures taken to implement thg Programme for the.United Nations Decade
for VWomen by organizations within the United Nations system and by
intergovermmental organizations

fégislative authority: Economic and Social Council_resolutions
8 B (Iv), 154 F (VII), 821 IV B (XXXII) and 1978/34/

Documentation

Report of the Secretary-General on United Nations activities during
the period 1980-1981
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Report of the International Labour Organisation on its activities of
special interest to women

Report of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization on its activities of special interest to women

Report of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Mations
on its activities of special interest to women

Report of the World Health Organization on its activities of special
interest to women

Report of the Inter-American Commission of Women
Report of the Commission on the Status of Arab Women

Condition of women and children

/Legislative authority: General Assembly resolutions 3318 (XXIX) and
34/2k and Economic and Social Council resolution 1687 (LII)/

Documentation

Report of the Secretary-General on the situation of women and children
living under racist minority régimes, and of women and children living
in the occupied Arab territories and other occupied territories

Report of the Secretary-General on the condition of women and children
in emergency and armed conflict

Communications concerning the status of women

/Tegislative authority: Economic and Social Council resolutions 76 (V)
and 30b4 (XI)7

Documentation

A non-confidential list containing a brief summary of communications
which deal with the principles relating to the promotion of women's rights
in the political, economic, civil, social and educeticnal fieclds

A confidential list of other communications concerning the status of
women '

Effect of transnational corporations on the status of women in southern
Africa

/Legislative authority: FEconomic and Social Council resolution 1978/33/

Documentation

Report of the Secretary-General



9. The condition of migrant women and children

/Leglslatlve authority: -recthiiéndation by the Tommission on the Status
of Women to the Economic and Social Council adopted at the T722nd meeting
on 5 March 1989/

Documentation

Report of the Secretary-General

10. Programme of future work, including a draft provisional agenda for the
thirtieth session .

11. AAdoption of the report of the Commission on its twenty-ninth session

C. Resolution adopted by thé Commission which requires
action by the Council

3. The Commission on the Status of Women adopted the following resolution which
requires action by the Economic and Social Council:

Resolution 1 (XXVIII). Welfare of female migrant workers and the
wives of migrant workers

The Commission on the Status of Vomen,

Recalling Feconomic and Social Council resolution 1979/12 of 9 May 1979,
and General Assembly resolutions 31/127 of 16 December 1976, 32/120 of
16 December 1977, 33/163 of 20 Dacember 1978 and 34/172 of 1T December 1979
on the welfare of migrant workers and their families,

Reaffirming the objectives of the United Nations Decade for Women:
Equality, Development and Peace,

Noting the efforts made in the first half of the United Nations Decade
for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, towards effectlng full
integration of women into the development process,

Considering that such efforts have, however, failed to accommodate the
plight of female migrant workers and the wives of migrant workers, who
constitute a large percentage of rural women from developing countries,
particularly as resards the situation prevalent in southern Africa,

1. Recommends that the Economic and Social Couneil, at its first
regular session of 1980 while considering measures to improve the situation
and ensure the human rights and dignity of all migrant workers, should
consider also the plight of female migrant workers and the wives of migrant
workers and communicate its recommendations to the General Assembly at its
thirty-fifth session:

2. Appeals to the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for
Women: Equality, Development and Peace to give maximum publicity to the plight
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of female migrant workers and the wives of migrant workers from developing
countries, particularly those in southern Africa.

D. Resolution adopted by the Commission which is brought
to the attention of the Council

L, The Commission on the Status of Women adopted the following resolution, which
is brought to the attention of the Economic and Social Council:

Resolution 2 (XXVIII). International Year of Disabled Persons

/For the text, see chap. IX./
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TI. FREPARATICNS FOR THE VORLD CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED NATIONS DECADE
FOR WOMEN: EQUALITY, DEVELOFMENT AND PEACE /agenda item 3/

(2) Review and appraisal of progress achieved in the
implementaticn of the Torld Plan of Action

5. Under item 3 (a), the Commission had before it five reports by the
Secretary-General on review and appraisal of progress achieved in the
implementation of the World Plan of Action. 24/ These were discussed at the T0Tth
to T10th meetings, held from 25 to 27 February 1980.

6. Introduecing this item, the Secretary-General of the World Conference of the
United Nations Decade for Women explained that the five reports on review and
evaluation covered the major sectors of the World Plan of Action. The over-all
analysis was based on replies of Governments to the questionnaire on the
implementation of the World Plan of Action, on data from specialized agencies
and on various other studies and research. At the time the reports were prepared,
86 responses had been sent by Governments; 93 had been received to date. That
was probably the highest number of replies in this or any other field. The
elaboration and further refining of the reports had continued since their
submission, mainly because of the inclusion of analyses and results of regional
preparatory meetings and the incorporation of the Governments' replies received
since the first reports were prepared.

T. The Minister without Portfolio with Special Reference to Foreign Affairs

of Denmark, Lise ffstergaard, made a statement informing the Commission of the
preparations that were being made by her Govermment for the World Conference

for the United Nations Decade for Women, to be held at Copenhagen in July 1980.
She pointed out that preparations were proceedirg according -to schedule.

She stated that a section of the university had been set aside for the
non-governmental organizations forum and requested that Governments send
representatives of non-governmental organizations as part of their delegations.
She said that several activities were being planned to illustrate what Danish
women were doing with relation to the subtheme.

8. Several representatives expressed appreciation of the quality and extent of
the information available in the reports and congratulated the Secretarizt,
especially with respect to reports E/CN.6/222, E/CN.6/635, E/CN.6/636 and
E/CN.6/637. Some representatives pointed out that the report on national planning,
national machinery and legislation (E/CN.6/222) was particularly well conceived
and provided a useful key to distinguishing the various interrelated factors
involved in this subject. Some representatives said that the report on
employment (E/CN.6/635) was based on excellent material and contained a valuable,
comprehensive framework for analysing the socio-economic conditions of women in
different regions and political systems.

. 24/ E/CN.6/222, E/CN.6/635, E/CN.6/636, E/CN.6/637 and Corr.l (English only)
and Corr.2; and E/CN.6/638.
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9. Many representatives pointed out that in order to take the multidimensional
nature of the status of women into account, there was a need to improve the
existing unsatisfactory tools for monitoring women's status and to develop
appropriate indicators that would portray more accurately the trends in those
areas that were crucial in the enhancement of the status of women.

10. A number of representatives expressed concern that information about their
countries had not been included in the reports. In that connexion, it was
suggested that an annex containing a list of Governments that had replied to the
questionnaire should be published. ©Some representatives singled out statements
that they thought misrepresented or simplified the condition of women in their
countries. Some representatives remarked that accounts of women in the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics and eastern European countries, such as those given
in the report on employment (E/CN.6/635), did not reflect the actual situation
in those countries and that the report should be revised accordingly.

11. Many representatives addressed themselves to specific reports or parts of
reports which they felt could be reformulated, expanded or reinforced with
additional ddta. Some representatives pointed out that certain statements
referring to the deterioration of women's socio-economic conditions deserved
to be more strongly elaborated and documented.

12. One representative stated that the report on employment benefited from data
collected by the International Labour Organisation (ILO) especially in the areas
of female unemployment, technical training and women's participation in the
trade unions.

13. ©Some representatives suggested that the conceptualization of national
machinery should be more inclusive in order to take into consideration the great
variety of women's organizations and forms of their participation in political
life and in trade unions. One representative stated that the report on health
(E/CN.6/63T) should include umore extensive reference to the state of primary
health services.

14, There was general agreement that the documents should be published in a single
volume with a comprehensive introduction.

15. Most representatives addressed themselves to the situation prevailing in their
own countries with regard to the implementation of the World Plan of Action and

to the most recent developments in that regard. Many representatives referred to
improvements in educational opportunities and programmes for women, and to efforts
to provide benefits for working women, espeé¢ially working mothers. and to implement
legislation guaranteeing equal pay and equal opportunities to worl: and acquire
training, as well as to increase women's involvement in trade unioas and the
various areas of decision-making.

16. Many representatives reiterated the importance of the themes of the

Conference - equality, development and peac¢e - and stressed the role of the

subtheme - education, employment and health - for the enhancement of the condition
of women. Tn-that connexion, many countries singled out specific areas for

analysis and action: +the problems of rural women and women employed in the
marginal sectors of urban areas; the still prevalent segregation of women in the
labour market and in certain branches of the educational system; female illiteracy:
the impact of industrial redeployment on women's employment, political participation

-23-



and women in trade unions. In the field of health, it was recommended that special
attention should be given to the needs of the rural pcpulation, to the development
of sanitation programmes and improvement of water supplies and basic infrastructural
services which would benefit rural and urban fringe women particularly.

1T7. The representative of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the
Pacific (ESCAP) informed the Commission of the various programmes and activities
underteken by ESCAP since the twenty-seventh session of the Commission on the
Status of Women. She said that a major activity of the regional commission during
that period had been the preparation for the Regional Preparatory Conference for
the World Conference of the United Nations:- Decade for Womecu. She also described
the efforts of ESCAP to obtain information on the socio-economic conditions of the
women of the Asian and Pacific region. TFor example, studies had been undertaken
which threw light on the condition of young women and on strategies to improve
their condition.

18. The observers for the International Federation of Business and Professional
Women, the World Federation of Trade Unions and the Bsha'i International Community
also made statements on the activities undertaken by their organizations.

19. The Secretary-General of the World Conference, in her reply to certain queries,
stated that the revised version of the report on review and appraisal of the

World Plan of Action, which would be presented to the Preparatory Committee at its
third session, would meet many of the suggestions made by various representatives.
She also informed the Commission that all the relevant bodies of the United Nations
had been consulted on the preparations of the reports for the Conference; and that
those reports, particularly those to be considered at the third session of the
Preparatory Committee, had been modified in the light of their responses. With
regard to the format of the reports, she explained that the General Assembly had
decided that no report should be longer than 32 single-spaced typed pages, and
reports must be complete in themselves. Thus, each area of concern, such as
health, education and employment was covered in a separate report. However, in
response to the Commission's desire, the Secretariat could recommend to the
Publications Board that a comprehensive volume should be published as a United
Hations publication.

(b) Draft programme of action for the second half of the United Nations
Dectde for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, 1980-1985

20. The Commission considered item 3 (b) of its agenda at the TOTth to Tllth
meetings, from 25 to 27 February 1980. It had before it the report of the
Secretary-General on the draft programme of action for the second half of the
United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace (E/CN.6/623).

21. In introducing the report, the Secretary-General of the World Conference

of the United Nations Decade for Women stated that the drdft programme of action
was by far the most important report before the Commission, since it would form a
basis of action for the next five years; it would be amended in the light of the
Commission's recommendations. The value of the review and evaluation documents
ley in their indications of action programmes for the future based on lessons
learned in the past. ©She informed the Commission that the programme of action
for regional and international action for the second half of the Decade would be
presented to the Preparatory Committée at its third session. Views expressed by

v
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the Commission would be taken into account in the final version of the document,
which the Secretariat would submit early in May for consideration by the Conference.

22. Many representatives noted that the programme recommending national targets
and strategies should reflect also the results of international conferences that
addressed women's issues, especially the programme on regional and global targets
and strategies. The reports of the regional commissions and that of the
Conference of Non-Aligned Countries and Other Developing Countries on the Role of
Women in Development, held at Baghdad in May 1979, 25/ were specifically mentioned
in that connexion.

23. A number of representatives recommended that the programme should include
examples of programmes that had produced positive achievements for women in both
developing and developed countries at all levels. Representatives cited successful
attitudinal changes, as well as effective means and measures that had been
undertaken during the preceding few years to ameliorate the situation of women.

L

2k, Several representatives expressed concern that the review and appraisal reports
concluded that the situation of women in the so-called backward areas had worsened
during the first half of the Decade. They therefore stressed that strategies and
targets in the programme should reflect new formulations based on the effectiveness,
or lack thereof, of certain measures to implement the programme of action. However,
a few representatives cautioned that five years was perhaps too short a period of .
time to judge whether countries had succeeded or failed in improving the status

of women.

25. It was suggested by a number of representatives that more attention should
be given to ways of organizing women at the grass-roots level. One representative
suggested that document E/CN.6/623, in chapter III, section A, 1 (e) should read:

Systematic efforts to promote and assist grass~root level organizations

as key instrumenis of development (i) to mobilize women, particularly poor
women, in rural and urban areas; (ii) to organize for learning and productive
activity and access to needed development services and inputs (e.g. education,
primary health and child-care, skill development, credit and marketing
facilities); and (iii) to organize working women, particularly in the
unorganized, tertiary sector, for protection against exploitation, for
socio-occupational mobility through education and training and necessary
supportive services for child-care;”

26. Many representatives referred to the need for ordering priorities within the
plan. BSeveral said the plan should be short-term and simple and provide achievable
goals that could be measured and would be time~bound.

2T7. ©Some representatives stated that the highest priority should be given to
action at the national level, with programmes for urban and rural women,
particularly the latter. The targets should be set for formal and informal
education. Mobilization of rural wcomen for development should also be a target.
It was stated that rural women should be present in various forums and that
programmes to equip women with skills were vital. Attention must also be given

25/ A/34/321, annex.
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to women who worked in the home or as part-time workers outside the home, and to
single-parent families. The main aim was stated to be to create links between
the integration of women in national life and the major economic, social and
political concerns of the country. Women would thus have greater roles in
development and national planning. There was agreement that maximum flexibility
should be built into the programme to allow individual nations to tailor them to
their own needs. It was agreed that targets should aim at eliminating the various
discriminatory practices against women.

28. Some representatives emphasized that it was not sufficient merely to establish
a single focal point within the national government machinery to deal with women's
issues, but special units concerned with the problems of women in all sectoral
offices should be established. Similarly, at the international level, the United
Nations organizations and specialized agencies should establish special units to
deal with women’s questions.

29. There was agreement that national plans to promote the advancement of women
would need to include, among others, programmes to provide information to women
concerning educational and job opportunities, the creation of networks of child-
care centres, and efforts to measure the economic value of housework.

30. It was also pointed out that women in developed as well as developing countries
suffered from, among other things, the different social roles assigned to men and
women. The importance of that factor should be more fully reflected in the draft
programme.

31. The representatives of the socialist States of eastern EFurope remarked that
the approach to women's issues in those countries was not fully reflected in the
programme. Information should be expanded to provide a basis of comperison to
countries with market economies.

32. A number of representatives stated that attention should be drawn to
article 18, on legislation, of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
¢  Discrimination against Women 26/ and an appeal should be made for the
ratification and full implementation of the Convention.

33. A few representatives remarked that, in the report under review, problems

were presented in chapter I, entitled "Historical perspective'. One representative
questioned the sociological reality of statements in section A, relating '"the roots
of oppression of women’.only to colonial domination., Another representative

stated that discrimination against women existed also in many developed countries,
It was also pointed out that that chapter should reflect thet the objective of

equality between men and women had already been achieved in some countries.

34. A few representatives emphasized that chapter I, section B, entitled "Review
of progress achieved in the first half of the Decade: lessons for the future”,
should be expanded, and the specific causes of problems and cbstacles to women
should be pointed out.

35. There was some discussion on chapter II, entitled “Conceptual framework’.
One representative requested that the following statement be added to section A:

26/ General Assembly resolution 34/180, annex.
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"A relation also exists between the objectives of the Decade and the need to
eliminate racism, racial discrimination, colonialism, neo-colonialism and
apartheid.” Another representative stated that section C was action-oriented
rather than conceptual.

36. There was general agreement that it would be necessary for periodic reviews
in order to monitor the implementation of the programme and some delegations saw
the Commission on the Status of Women having a role in that regard. A number of
representatives called for improved data.

37. Many representatives stated that there would be a need for a second decade
for women since the implementation of the goals being formulated could not possibly
be achieved within the succeeding five years.

38. A few representatives asked that attention be given to men's roles and
attitudes in the process towards equality.

39. One representative referred to the predicament of certain developing countries
which had become economically dependent on trade and co-operation with transnational
corporations. The ~estion of how best to handle the effeots of that dependence

on the situation ¢  ~men should be examined in the programme.

40. There was general agreement that the results of the World Conference should
be disseminated as widely as possible.

| 41. A number of specific suggestions were made by representatives, as follows:
(a) The question of disabled women should be addressed in the programme;

(b) The following should be added to the draft programme after "sectoral
development programmes” (chap. IIT, sect. A, 1 (c)): "... including study of the
likely impact on women of these programmes at their planning stage, to ensure
participation in and benefit to women";

(¢) Results of the reproductive role of women must be addressed as a problem
as they affect discrimination against women inside and outside the family;

(d) The following should be added at the end of the last sentence in
chapter III, section A, 4: "... and foreign settling in occupied land";

(e) Measures should be taken for the education and dissemination of
information for the encouragement of girls to acquire necessary skills, and the
effects should be measured in the International Youth Year in 1985.

42. The representative of the ILO requested that the section on employment be
further developed to include the involvement of women in trade unions; and that
women's work in trade unions should be developed in the form of recommendations.

43. The representative of ISCAP stressed that there was a need to establish
institutional and financial arrangements at the international level for activities
relating to women. She suggested that, as there was a separate agency dealing
with all problems concerning children, namely the United Nations Children's Fund
(UNICEF), so there should be, within the United Nations system, a specialized
agency that would handle all questions relating to women.
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L. The observer for the World Federation of United Nations Associations made a
statement.

45. The Secretary-General of the World Conference spoke about the programnme at

the conclusion of the discussion. She stated that as part of a new strategy, the
integration of women's concerns into all the ongoing initiatives of the international
community should be given high priority. These initiatives included the new
international development strategy, the new international economic order, United
llations conferences, and the special session of the General Assembly.

(c¢) Women end develorrent and international conferences

(d) Preparations for the Werld Conference

46. The Commission considered agenda items 3 (¢) and 3 (d) at its 71lth meeting.

47. Under item 3 (c¢), the Commission had before it a report of the Secretary-
General entitlcd ''Women and development and international conferences”

(E/CH.6/624).

48. Under item 3 (d), the Comission had before it a report of the Secretary-
General entitlcd "Actions taken in preparation for the World Conference of the
Unitcd Nations Decade for Women: IEquality, Development and Peace" (E/CN.6/625).

49. In introducing the report "Women and development and international
conferences'’, the Secretary-General of the World Conference noted that it was
logically linked to international action on questions relating to women. She
reiterated resolution 5 (XXVII) by which this Commission called for monitoring

of the level of attention given by international conferences to the particular
concerns of women and to practical action that might not only benefit women but
help to achieve recognition of the fact that women should not be considered a
srecial disadvantaged group outside the mainstream of major international concerns.

50, In the discussion on item 3 (c), some representatives referred to some of the
United Nations conferences vwhich gave attention to the problems of women,
particularly the World Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development and
the United Nations Conference on Science and Technology for Development. One
representative expressed the opininn that comprehensive studies on the role of
women should be prepared for all United Nations conferences so that all the
participants would be sufficiently informed about women's issues and would adopt
appropriate recommendations. Tt was suggested that the Secretary~General should
submit a programme report .m th® ‘subject to the twenty-ninth session of the
Cormission on the Status of Women. The view was expressed that the Commission
should concentrate on the promotion of the cause of women in developing countries.
One of the representatives described measures taken by her ‘Govermment to benefit
vomen in the developing countries.

51. Somec revresentatives considered that emphasizing the role of women in the
planning process of international conferences was a principal strategy for making
all United Nations Member States continuously conscious of the need to promote the
equality of vomen and of the relevance of their increased involvement in
development. It was suggested that the subject of women in development be
incorporated into the preparatory meeting for the international development
strategy for the third development decade. One representative recommended that
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the secretariat for the World Conference, in preparing its final report on the
subject for the Conference, should devote a section thereof to the desirability
and feasibility of incorporating women's items in future United Nations
conferences and to identifying and analysing possible criteria for selecting the
most important conferences in which the issues of women in development could be
included. _ : )

52. One representative noted that, while consideration of women's affairs should
be included in all forthcoming United Nations meetings, it should not always be
in the form of a separate item as that could preclude discussion of other items.

53. Concerning preparations for the World Conference, a number of representatives
described the activities undertaken in their countries. One representative poirted
out that her country was using the forthcoming 1980 Vorld Conference as a catalysp
for national activity. Some representatives expressed the view that- opportunities
offered by the 1980 World Conference to highlight the creative activities of women,
and their contributions to the arts and sciences, should be fully used. .

Consideration of draft resolutions and voting

5h. At the T18th meeting of the Commission the observer for the Netherlands, 27/ on
behalf also of Australia, Colombia, Finland, India, Lesotho, Malaysia, New Zealand
and Norway, introduced for consideration by the Economic and Social Council a draft
resolution entitled "Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women" (E/CN.6/L.750). Belgium, Niger, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago and the
Unicn of Soviet Socialist Republics were added as sponsors of the draft resolution.

55, The observer for the Netherlands revised the text orally as follgws: in the
third preambular paragraph of the draft resolution the words "and the' were ?dded
before the words 'Decade for Vomen'. -An operative paragraph 5 was added, which,
after taking account of a proposal made by the representative of Bulgar%a and
endorsed by the representatives of Czechoslovakia and the USSR,.rgad: Encourages
non-governmental organizations to study and make known the provisions of the
Convention.” .

56. The representsatives of France, the Federal Republip of Germany and ?he
United Kingdom pointed out that their Governments had expressed reservations on
certain parts of the Convention during its discussion by the General Assembly at
its thirty-fourth session. :

57. The Commissicn adopted the following draft resolution, as orally revised:

The Commission on the Status of Women,

Noting with satisfaction that the General Assembly at %tg thirty-fburth.
session adopted resolution 34/180 of 18 December 1979 containing the Convention
on the Flimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women,

27/ In accordance with rule 69 of the rules of procedure of the functional
commissions (E/5975). :
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Recalling that at its twenty-sixth session the Commission on the Status of
Viomen recommended the adoption of the said Convention in resolution 1 (XXVI) of
17 December 1976,

Recommends the fo_lowing draft resolution for adoption by the Economic and
Social Council: (see chap. I, sect. A, draft resolution I)

58. At the 718th meeting, the representative of Peru, on behalf also of Guatemala
and Honduras, introduced a draft resolution (E/CN.6/L.T753) on the indiscriminate
use of drugs and the illegal traffic in narcotic drugs. TFollowing a discussion

in vhich many representatives expressed the view that, despite the importance of
the subject, the Commission was not the appropriate forum to deal with it, the
representative of Peru withdrew the draft resolution.

59. At the T18th meeting, the observer for Colombia, on behalf also of Costa
Rica, Honduras and Peru, introduced a draft resolution (E/CMN.6/L.T55) on the
advancement of rural women. The sponsors accepted a proposal by Bulgaria,
supported by Czechoslovakia and the USSR, which added to the sixth preambular
paragraph of the draft resolution for adoption by the Economic and Social Council
the words "in some countries' after the words "has been achieved”.

G0. The representative of the USSR proposed to include in operative paragraph 2
of the draft resolution for the Economic and Social Council the words "labour
legislation and” before the words "social security”. The representative of France
supported the USSR proposal, further amending the same paragraph to read as
follows: "Invites the Committee to propose for inclusion in the programme of
action. for the Vorld Conference a recommendation to countries to extend labour

and social security legislation to rural areas”. The sponsors accepted the
proposal of the USSR, as revised by the representative of France.

6l. At the T19th meeting, Bulgarla Jjoined the group of sponsors of the draft
resolution LE/CN.6/L.T55.

62. At the T20th meeting, the representative of the United Kingdom, supported by
the representaitive of the Federal Republic of Germany, proposed the addltlon to
paragraph 2 of the words "for those countries for which this is appropriate"

after the words "rural areas"

-

63. The sponsors of the draft resolution accepted the amendment. At the same
neeting, the following draft resolution, as orally revised, was adopted by the
Cormission:

The Commission on the Status of Yomen,

Recalling that, in General Assembly resolution 3520 (XXX) of 15 December 1975,
it was decided to convene a world conference in 1980, at the mid-term of the
United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Recalling further Iconomic and Social Council resolution 2062 (LXII) of
12 May 1977, in which it was decided to establish a preparatory committee to
make recommendations concerning the substantive arrangements for the Conference,

Calling attention to the fact that the third session of the Preparatory
Committee is to be held soon,
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Recommends the following draft resolution for adoptioh by the Economic and
Social Council: (see chap. I, sect. A, draft resolution III).

64. The representative of Belgium expressed reservations as to the propriety of
discussing labour legislation outside the ILO.

65. At the T19th meeting, the representative of India, on behalf also of Malaysia,
Wigeria, Pakistan and Trinidad and Tobago, introduced a draft resolution
(E/CN.6/L.752) entitled "National machinery for monitoring and implementation of
the programme for the United Nations Decade for Women'. Belgium was added as a
sponsor of the draft resolution.

66. At its T20th meeting, the Commission adopted the draft resolution (see chap. I,
sect. A, draft resolution IT),. '

4

67. The representatives of Finlund and Norway exrressed their reservaticns in
respect of operative paragraph 1 (g) concerning the effectiveness of establishing

separate national machinery for women.

68. At the T19th meeting, the representative of lMalaysia, on behalf also of
France and Lesotho, introduced a draft resolution (E/CN.6/L.T57) entitled
"Programme of action for the second half of the United Wations .Decade for Women:
Equality, Development and Peace'. She announced that China, India, Japan, Pakistan
and Uganda had also become sponsors of the draft resolution.

69. The representative of Malaysia, on behalf of the spcnsors, orally revised the
text as follows: in operative paragraph 2 (a) the words "at its twenty-eighth
session’ were added before the words “should be taken into account’; operative
paragraph 2 (d) was replaced by the following: '"To provide in the draft programme
for the second half of the Decade guidelines for the development of indicators

and methods for monitoring progress at the national, regional and international
levels;"; in the annex, paragraph T was replaced by the following: "Attention
and support should be given to women's role and participation in traditional

and cultural life'. :

T0. The observer for the Netherlands and the representative of the United Kingdom,
although sharing the views expressed in the resolution, stated their reservations
in respect of the annex to the draft resolution which listed strategies to be
considered in establishing the programmes of action for the second half of the
Decade.

Tl. The representative of the United States informed the Commission, at the
T19th meeting, that the draft resolution submitted by her delegation
(E/CN.6/L.756) entitled "Review and appraisal of progress achieved in the
TImplementation of the Programme of Action of the United Nations Decade for Women",
would be merged with the draft resolution (E/CN.6/L.T57) on the same subject.
She indicated that the following paragraph should be added, after operative
paragraph 4 of that draft resolution: "Further requests member states, in their
deliberations at the forthcoming and subsegquent meetings of the Preparatory
Committee for the New International Development Strategy, to pay particular
attention to the problems of women in development with a view to incorporating
the subject of women in the development strategies of the 1980s".
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72. Subsequently, a revised draft resolution entitled "Programme of action for the
second half of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and
Perce” (E/CN.G/L.T5T/Rev.1l) was introduced, which reflected both the revisions
subnitted by the representative of Malaysia and the proposal of the representative
of the United States. ‘

73. The Secretary of the Commission read out a statement of the administrative
and financial implications of the draft resolution (see annex IV).

T4. At the T20th meeting, the revised draft resolution was adopted (sce chap. I,
sect. A, draft resolution IV).

75. In their explanation of vote, the representatives of Finland, the Federal
Republic of Germany, New Zealand, Norwsy, Trinidad and Tobago, the United Kingdon
and the United States expressed their reservations in respect of the
appropriateness of the annex to the draft resolution.

T6. The representatives of Bulgaria and the USSR reserved their positions on
operative paragraphs 2 (e), (£) and (g), which had financial implications.



III. THE QUESTION OF ELABORATING A DRAFT DECLARATION ON THE PARTICIPATION
OF WOMEN IN THE STRUGGLE FOR THE STRENGTHENING OF INTERNATIONAL PEACE
AND SECURITY AND AGAINST COLONIALISM, RACISM, RACIAL DISCRIMINATION,
AGGRESSION, OCCUPATION AND ALL FORMS OF FOREIGN DOMINATION '
[agenda item 4/

T77. The Commission considered agenda item %4 at its Tlhth to T16th and T2lst
meetings on 29 February, and 3 and 5 March 1980. It had before it the report ef
the Secretary-General on the question of elaborating a draft declaration on the
participation of women in the struggle for the strengthening of international
peace and security and against colonialism, racism, racial discrimination,
aggression, occupation and all forms of foreign domination (E/CN.6/626 and Add.l).

78. The Secretary-General of the World Conference of the United Nations Decade
for Women: Equality, Development and Peece, in introducing the item, informed
the Commission that the report contained excerpts from replies of 19 Govermments
and summaries of replies from specialized agencies and non-governmental
organizations, as well as the text of a draft declaration submitted by the German
Democratic Republic. She also referred to General Assembly resolution 34/158 of
17 December 1979 in which the Commission was urged to consider at its
twenty-eighth session the question of elaborating a draft declaration on the
subject in accordance with General Assembly resolution 32/142 of 16 December 1977,
and for the full and effective enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms,
taking into account the views expressed during the thirty-fourth session of the
Assenmbly. :

T9. The representative of the German Democratic Republic introduced the text of
a draft declaration on the subject, conteined in document E/CN.6/626. He stated
that the General Assembly had stressed in a number of resolutions the promotion
of women's participation in the struggle for peace as a basic requirement for the
world-wide implementation of women's equality. In order to transform the
principles set forth in those resolutions into action-oriented instruments,
General Assembly resolutions 32/142 and 34/158 requested the elaboration of a
draft declaration on the participation of women in the struggle for the
strengthening of peace. The German Democratic Republic had accordingly submitted
a draft declaration to the Secretary-General of the United Nations in 1979 in
pursuance of General Assembly resolution 32/142. In the view of the Germqn
Democratic Republic, the main purpose of the envisgged declaration was to appe

to all States to create the most favourable conditions for the 1nvolvement of
women in this struggle, on equal terms with men.

80. Several representatives referred to General Assembly resolutions 32/142 and
34/158 and to Economic and Social Council resolution 1979/29, which requested
the Commission to consider at its twenty-eighth session the question of
elaborating a draft declaration with a view to submitting it to the World
Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women. It was stated that document
E/CN.6/626 and Add.l was a good basis for discussion and that it should be
submitted to the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women, to be
held in July 1980, so that it might be considered by the maximum number of Member
States.



81. Many representatives expressed the view that international peace was an
important condition for the realization of equal rights for women in all countries
of the world. It was noted that resources released as a result of effective
measures on disarmament could be channelled to eliminate some of the major problems
women still faced in some parts of the world, namely, under-development,
exploitation, backwardness, illiteracy, disease and hunger. A few representatives
stated that a draft declaration should reflect the view that disarmament met the
aspirations of developing countries to overcome economic backwardness and to
organize international economic relations on a democratic basis. It was also

noted that a draft declaration should call upon States to ensure the democratic
restructuring of international economic relations, and the implementation of the
sovereign right of every State to establish an economic order of its own choice and
to use its own natural resources, which would contribute to the safeguarding of
international peace and the creation of appropriate socio-economic conditions for
women.

82. Several representatives warned of the devastating social and economic effects
of war on women. A number of representatives pointed out that, since there were
many areas of conflict throughout the world and millions of women and children
still suffering from colonialism, neo-colonialism, racism, apartheid, foreign
aggression and occupation, a draft declaration should demand that the causes of
such practices be uprooted. The view was expressed that efforts to support
international peace and to end aggression ought to be clearly associated in a
draft declaration with the abolition of racism and colonialism, as well as with
worlen's role in achieving the new international economic order.

83. One representative put forward the opinion that section I of the draft
declaration contained in document E/CN.6/626 should contain the following
paragraphs:

(a) Stressing the importance of the recommendations and decisions of the
General Assembly at its tenth special session on disarmament;

(b) Calling upon all countries to implement the above resolutions in the
interests of world peace and security, as the arms race was incompatible with .
and contrary to efforts directed towards the establishment of the hew international
economic order;

(¢) Comdemning the way by which imperialist countries subverted the people's
struggle against colonialism, zionism and apartheid, and those who sustained these
inhuman practices;

(d) Paying tribute to the stand of peace-loving countries for their
historical role for the solidarity and enforcement of all oppressed peoples in
their struggle for Jjustice, freedom and self-determination.

84. Another representative informed the Commission that the Conference of
Non-Aligned Countries and Other Developing Countries on the Role of Women in
Development, held at Baghdad in May 1979, had declared that governmental bodies
and cultural institutions should assume the responsibility of ensuring that
women became conscious of the real meaning of the concept of peace as an
objective of humanity and as an essential means of achieving national dignity,
sovereignty, social Justice and economic independence, since real development
depended on them. ’

’
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85. . Several representatives emphasized that a draft declaration was largely the
problem of the oppressed women of the world and it- should be discussed by the
oppressed peoples themselves rather than by people from nations where oppression
did not exist. The view was expressed that a draft declaration should specify
problems that affected oprressed peoples, especially those of southern Africa.

A number of representatives expressed their solidarity with the women of South
Africa, Zimbabwe and Palestine, fighting for equality and freedom.

86. One representative questioned whether the Commission was the proper forum in
which to raise the variety of issues presented in the draft declaration. He felt
that questions of international peace might be better dealt with in the General
Assembly and other bodies of the United Nations system. He also considered that
functional commissions of the Economic and Social Council could better serve the
tasks of the United Nations while discussing the subjects allocated .to them.
87. The observer for the Pan-Africanist Congress of Azania pointed out that

South Africa continued to be the corner-stone of racism, exploitation, and mass
genocide of the indigenous population of that country. Women in South Africa
suffered discrimination for reasons of class, sex and race. She described the
subjugation and restrictions of women in the Bantu areas. She emphasized that
women who constituted the majority of the so-called homelands, resisted fearlessly
the oppressive system of apartheid, and referred to projects to help women in the
liberation movements to participate in programmes for the future reconstruction

of their countries. ©She stated that the Pan-Africanist Congress called upon

wonen to pledge their solidarity with the national liberation movements in their
struggle against apartheid, colonialism and the exploitation and plundering of
their national resources by local and international exploiters, and called upon
those countries who collaborated with South Africa through investments,.and/or

by supplying military hardware, to desigt from doing so since that perpetuated

the exploitation of the black population. She said that the Congress also called
for assistance to women in the liberation movements in entering centres of
learning so as to prepare themselves for participation in national reconstruction
after liberation; and she stressed before the international community the need

for the protection of women and children in areas of conflict where they had

been placed as refugees.

88. The observer for the African National Congress of South Africa called upon
Governments and non-governmental organizations to play an important role in
assisting the struggle of the southern African people and to further isolate
the racist régimes. She also urged women's organizations to take initiative in
conducting negotiations with their Govermments in pursuing the programme of
action for the second half of the Decade. She emphasized that equality,
development and peace could only be achieved through the implementation of the
right of every nation to self-determination. She stated that the liberation of
women was parallel to the liberation of every nation and, consequently, to the
peaceful development of humankind. In conclusion, she said that the plight of
women of southern Africa should be given high priority by directing efforts
towards the- elimination of racism and apartheid in that region. She suggested
that some recommendations contained in document E/CN.6/619, namely, paragraphs T8
and 79, be deleted. '

89. At the Tllth meeting, the representative of Malaysia, speaking on behalf

also of China, Japan and Pakistan, proposed that agenda item 4 be considered by a
working group consisting of three representatives from each region, and that the
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working group should report on its deliberations to the plenary Commission. After
some discussion, it was decided by 23 votes *t» 2. with L abstentions, to establish
a working group. Statements were made by representatives of Czechoslovakia, Cuba,
Iraq and the USSR to explain their vote. "The Commission further decided that

the Chajrman of the Working Group should be M. Morrison (Lesotho), Vice-Chairman
of the Commission.

Consideration of the report of the Working Group and voting

90. At its T2lst meeting, the Commission resumed the discussion of item 4 for
wnich it had the report of the Working Group (E/CN.6/639). The Chairman of the
Working Group, M. Morrison (Lesotho), introduced the report and stated that the
Group recommended the draft resolution contained in document E/CN.6/639 for
adoption by the Commission (see annex III below). She further informed the
Commission that the group of African States agreed that the views expressed in
plenary meeting by the observers of the Pan-Africanist Congress of Azania and the
African National Congress should be reflected in the report of the Commission.

91. The observer from Poland made a proposal to include a new paragraph in the
premabular part of the draft declaration submitted by the German Democratic
Republic and contained in document E/CN.6/626, the text of which read as follows:
"Having in mind the ideas contained in the Declaration on the Preparation of
Societies for Life in Peace 28/ adopted by the General Assembly during its
thirty-third session and reaffirming the special role women should play in the
process of bringing up the new generations,".

92. The representative of the ILO referred to the reply of that organization to
the note verbale of the Secretary-General on the question of elaborating a draft
declaration and also to the "Mid-term plan 1982-8T7" of the ILO, in particular
paragraphs 1.9 and 1.15, entitled "Military expenditures limit social development'.

93. After some discussion, the Commission took note of the report of the Working
Group and adopted the draft resolution recommended by the Group (see chap. I,
sect. A, draft resolution V).

94. The representative of the German Democratic Republic, on behalf also of the
representatives of Bulgaria and the USSR, stated that they considered the
elaboration.of a draft declaration on the participation of women in the struggle
for the strengthening of international peace and security and against colonialism,
racism, racial discriminatioh, aggression, occupation and all forms of foreign
domination as & matter of the highest priority and they hoped that it would be
elaborated at an early date. Ie pointed out that, in a spirit of co-operation,
they had agreed to the adoption of the resolution contained in paragraph 11 of
the report of the Working Group. They were convinced that- the elaboration of a
draft declaration by the General Assembly would be a useful step to support the
participation of women in the struggle for peace. However, in view of General
Assembly resolutions 32/142 of 16 December 1977 and 34/158 of 17 December 1979,
and Economic and Social Council resolution 1978/29 which envisaged that a draft
declaration on the subject would be submitted to the forthcoming World Conference
of the United Nations Decade for Women (1980), they continued to be convinced that
the World Conference was the competent body to elaborate the draft declaration.

28/ See General Assembly resolution 33/73.

13
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95. The representative of Czechoslovakia endorsed the statement made by the
representative of the German Democratic Republic.

96. The representative of Bulgoria regretted that some representatives and
specialized agencies had not been given the possibility of speaking on agenda
item L4.

97. The representatives of Peru and the United Kingdom expressed their gratitude
to the Chairman of the Working Group for having conducted the work of the Group
in a most distinguished manner.



IV. MEASURES TAKEN TO IMPLEMENT THE PROGRAMME OF THE
UNITED NATIONS DECADE FOR WOMEN: EQUALITY,
DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE /agenda item 5/

(a) United Nations activities

98. The Commission considered agenda item 5 (a) at its 709th, T71lth to 713th and
T716th meetings, between 26 February and 3 March 1980.

99, Under item 5 (a), the Commission had before it a report of the Secretary-
General describing various United Natious activities undertaken during the period
1978-1979 in implementation of the Programme of the United Nations Decade for
Women (E/CN.6/633); a report of the Secretary-General on the Voluntary Fund for the
United Nations Decade for Women: gg/ and a report of the Secretary-General on the
International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women. 30/

100. In introducing the report of the Secretary~General (E/CN.6/633) on measures
taken by the United Nations to implement the Programme of the United Nations Decade
for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, 1976~1985, the Assistant Director of
the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs responsible for the
Advancement of Women Branch drew attention to the summaries contained in that
document, and provided further information on recent developments in regard to a
number of activities. She drew the Commission's attention to the fact that the
General Assembly, at its thirty-fourth session, had adopted by consensus
resolution 34/180 of 18 December 1979 on the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women. She drew attention in particular to the
actions required of the Secretary-General in operative paragraphs 3 and I of this
resolution, and to the institutional arrangements and procedures called for in
part V (arts. 17-22) of the Convention.

101. With regard to the effective mobilization and integration of women in
development, the Assistant Director explained that, pursuant to Géneral Assembly
resolutions 33/200 of 29 January 1979 and 34/204 of 19 December 1979, and
specifically in order to make available the latest.information on this matter to
the third session of the Preparatory Committee for the World Conference of the
United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, to be held in
1980, and to the fifth session of the Preparatory Committee for the New
International Development Strategy, the Secretariat had during the period
November 1979-January 1980 obtained from 27 bodies of the United Nations system
of organizations information contained in substantial observations and studies.
This had been used in the preparation of the Secretary-General's report on this
matter, which had been recently transmitted for final processing to the Office
of the Under-Secretary-General for International Economic and Social Affairs at
Headquarters. Because of limitations on the length of documents prepared for the
General Assembly a large quantity of detailed information which was considered

29/ A/3h4/612.
30/ A/34/579.
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of great interest to bodies concerned with this field could not be included in
this report. Accordingly, a longer version had been prepared as a working paper
of the Advancement of Women Branch.

102. With regard to women in education and in the economic and social fields the
Assistant Director drew the Commission's attention to the fact that the General
Assembly, by its resolution 34/159 of 17 December 1979, had requested the
Secretary-General to circulate his analytical report on this topic 31/ as a
background document of the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for
Women. It had also invited the World Conference to give due attention to the
question of improving the status and role of women in education and in the
economic and social fields in order to achieve equality between women and men.
Since completion of the Secretary-General's report the Secretariat had revised
certain of the indicators contained in its statistical addendum. 32/ The
revised version of this addendum was before the Commission for its information.

103. With regard to measures to combat prostitution, the Assistant Director noted
that the Commission had been represented at the Sub-Commission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities of the Commission on Human Rights,
which hod a mandate in relation to the traffic in persons and the exploitation of
the prostitution of others, by Janet Cockcroft (United Kingdom) in 1978, and by
Farida Allaghi (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) in 1979.

104, The significant developments that had occurred during the latter part of
1979 with regard to the International Research and Training Institute for the
Advancement of Women were explained. The Commission had before it the report
of the Secretary-General on the matter. 33/

105. On the basis of this report, the General Assembly had adopted its
resolution 34/157 of 17 December 1979, which endorsed resolution 1979,11 of the
Economic and Social Council and accepted the offer of the Government of the
Dominican Republic to act as host country for the Institute. This resolution
also requested the Secretary-General to act expeditiously to sign the agreement
with the host country and to appoint the Director of the Institute in
consultation with Member States. The Secretariat was currently conducting
consultations with the Government of the Dominican Republic in preparation for the
signing of an agreement regarding the Institute. The Board of Trustees of the
Institute, at its first session held at Geneva from 22 to 26 October 1979, had
adopted the programme budget of the Institute for the biernium 1980-1981,
Together with the report of the Board, this would be presented to the Economic
and Social Council at its first regular session of 1980. The Board of Trustees
had reaffirmed the importance of the terms of reference of the Imnstitute which
stated that the Institute would work within the general objectives of the
Declaration and the Plan of Action adopted at the. World Conference of the
International Women's Year held at Mexico Qity in 1975. Within this general
framework, the Board of Trustees had set forth permanent objectives for the
activities of. the Institute as well as immediate objectives for the biennium
1980~1981. "Special emphasis would be leid on preparations, for the World
Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and
Peace, 1980. To carry out its programme, the Institute would have a small staff

31/ A/34/577.
32/ A/34/577/Ad4d.1.
33/ A/34/579. - -39~
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and would rely to a large extent on consultants. As of 30 December 1979 a
total of $US 1,829,471 had been pledged to the Institute, of which $US 1,639,882
had already been paid to the United Nations Trust Fund for the Institute. Owing
to insufficiency of funds, further fund-raising would be necessary.

106. With regard to women's participation in the strengthening of international
peace and security and in the struggle against colonialism, racism, racial
discrimination, aggression, occupation and all forms of foreign domination
(whi-h the Commission took up primarily under agenda item 4), the Assistant
Director drew the attention of the Commission to the report of the Secretary-
General on this matter. 34/ It was pointed out that, in gathering information
with regard to the representation of women in intergovernmental meetings
concerned with peace and security it was noted that women's participation had
been low in all instances.

10T7. With regard to rationalizations of the reporting system on the status of
women, the Assistant Director drew the attention of the Commission to a
conference room paper on the administration of the integrated reporting system
on the status of women. This set out the procedures undertaken by the United
Nations Seecretariat during 1978 and 1979 for the preparation, transmission and
retrieval of the questionnaire on implementation during the period 19T75-1978 of
the World Plan of Acticn adopted at the World Conference of the International
Women's Year. The paper also set out suggestions for future administration of
the integrated reporting system, which included, primarily suggestions for a
substantial decentralization of work to regional commissions, specializad
agencies and other bodies of the United Nations system.

108. The Assistant Director drew the attention of the Commission to a
conference room paper on the information activities of the Advancement of
Women Branch during 1979 which had been prepared to supplement the information
contained in the Secretary-General's report (E/CN.6/633).

109. The attention of the Commission was drawn also to activities of the
Aldvancement of Women Branch during 1979 and the first quarter of 1980. These
consisted in part of preliminary work on a compendium of information on women's
status and participation in development, on a series of studies of national
experience in the formulation and implementation of policy designed to improve
women's status and effective participation in development, 1970-1980 and on a
series of analyses ~ information rrovided by Governments in reply to the
questicnnaire on implementation during the period 1975-1978 of the World Plan
of Action adopted at the World Conference of the International Women's Year. As
an example of these analyses the Commission had before it an informal paper which
transmitted an analysis of replies concerning the participation of women in the
planning process. ’

110. Recent developments concerning the Voluntary Fund for the United Nations
Decade for Women were explained to the Commission by the Senicr Social Affairs
Officer responsible for administration of the Fund, who drew attention to the
Secretary-General's report on this matter to the General Assembly at its
thirty-fourth session 35/ which was before the Commission.

3%/ A/34/471 and Corr.l.
35/ A/34/612.
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111. The adoption by the General. Assembly at its thirty-fourth session, in its
resolution 34/180, of the Convention on the Flimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women, was considered by many representatives and observers
to have been a major achievement in the struggle to achieve equality between women
and men. The work of the Commission, in calling for such a Convention as a means
of strengthening the Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women §§/ and in laying the basis for its preparation was recalled by several
representatives. It had validity for both developed and developing countries.
Even for those in which juridical equality had been largely achieved, the
Convention would induce Governments to take action to ensure full implementation
and continued compliance.

112. Representatives of a number of organizations within the United Nations

system described to the Commission their current activities. The representative
of the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) recalled that its
mandate in this matter had been given in 1975 within the Lima Declaration and Plan
of Action on Industrial Development and Co-operation 37/ in which the objective

of full employmernt and integration of women into the development process was set
forth. Subsequent actions had been limited to modification and shifts in emphasis
of existing projects. To assist in formulation of the UNIDO programme in this
area, a seminar on Women and Industrialization in Developing Countries had been
held at Vienna in November 1978. Since that date considerable attention had been
given to this matter particulsarly in formulating project proposals in fields such
as rural industrialization, adoption of improved technology, industrial
co-operatives, small-scale industries, and mutual relationships between agriculture
and industry. A first study of the implications for women of the redeployment

of industry from more developed to less developed countries had been recently
completed. Currently, preparatory work was being undertaken on a series of case
studies of women in industry. Food processing and textiles incustries had been
selected as the first of such studies. Close co-operation wilh other United
Nations bodies was being further developed. Energetic attenpts were being made to
ensure that both the implications for women, and also the possibilities for
women's involvement, were taken fully into consideration in the design of all
programmes of UNIDO. A number of representatives commented favourably upon the
greater attention now being given by UNIDO to a field of the greatest importance
to women in both developed and developing countries. This was of major
significance at present, and would be even more so during coming decades, given
the trend towards a more rapid industrialization of developing countries. UNIDO
was urged to substantially expand its programme in this field.

113, The representative of the VWorld Food Programme described the emphasis being
given to the participation of women in the projects undertaken by that
organization.

114. The representative of the United Nations Fund for Population Activities drew
the attention of the Commission to the current substantial support given by that
organization to programmes concerned with population and women in many countries.
This reflected the close relationship established between the status of women and
demographic trends. The representative of the Fund stressed the importance of
helping women to prepare project requests, and noted the very valuable contribution
being made by non-governmental organizations at both international and national
levels.

36/ General Assembly resolution 2263 (XXII).
37/ A/10012, chap. IV.
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115. The representative of UNICEF reported on that organization's current

activities in preparing for the World Conference of the United Mations Decade for
Women: Tquality, Development and Peace. She stressed the fact that the problems

of women could not be dissociated from those of children. Vithin her organization,
steps had been taken to increase the proportion of women at higher grades, and

to motivate all prograrme administirators to take fully into account the implications
for women, as well as the potential for women's contribution, of all projects.

116. Several representatives referred to the work of regional commissions. One
reported on the Seminar on the Participation of Women in the Economic Evolution of
the ICE Region, held from 9 to 12 July 1979 in Paris., This Seminar had been
organized by the Economic Commission for Furope (ECE). The secretariat of that
Commission submitted a first version of a comprehensive study of the economic role
of women in the ECE region. This and a report of the Seminar were available to
the Commission for its information. 38/ A second representative drew the
Commission's attention to the need for improved co-ordination between regional
comuissions and member Govermments with regard to women's status and participation
in development. Close consultation by means of regional co-ordinating committees
should continue after 1980.

117. With regard to co~ordination of the various activities of the United Nations
system of organizations, several representatives and observers noted that there

was considerable scope for an improvement of mechanisms. This was true with regard
to policy formuletion, financial planning and operational activities. Considerable
overlapping between the programmes of different bodies existed. Such improvement
was particularly necessary in view of the need to use the potential of the United
Netions system to the maximum extent. It was particularly important to improve
women's participation in policy formulation and planning and to make this activity
more visible within the United Nations system.

118. A number of representatives and observers stressed the need for the Commission
to take a leading role in the provision of guidance with regard to such improvement
in co-ordination and also to improvement in the system of monitoring the
implementation of the World Plan of Action and the programme of action for the
second half of the Decade to the Economic and Social Council and to the Preparatory
Committee for the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women at its
third session. The need was stressed for a comprehensive review and appraisal of
the implementation of the World Plan of Action during the second half of the Decade.
Without careful review and appraisal, the formulation of strategies for the future
would have only symbolic value. It was suggested that such a review and appraisal
be undertaken by the Economi¢ and Social Council and the General Assembly, in order
not to isolate the matter of women's status and participation in development from
the over-all considerations of those bodies. It was noted that the Population
Commission, in order to contribute strongly to the preparations for the World
Population Conference held at Bucharest in August 1974, had held three special
sessions at six-month intervals. In contrast, the sessions of the Commission on
the Status of Women had been restricted to a biennial cycle, and the current session
had been limited to only eight days.

119. One representative suggested that annual reports to the Economic and Social
Council evaluating the programmes of the United Nations system and the situation of
vomen wvere necessary. It was essential to contribute effectively to the work of
the Preparatory Committee faor the New International Development Strategy and to the
many forthcoming international conferences.

L

38/ ECE/SEM.5/2 and Adds.1-L; ECE/SEM.5/9.
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120. With regard to the integrated repurling systew ou the status of women, which
comprlsed previously separate systems of reporling on the Declaration on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women and or implementation of the World Plan
of Action adopted at the World Conference of the International Women's Year, a
number of representatives and observers commented on its past operation and future
activities. Implications for monitoring of the implementation of the Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and on
implementation of the programme of action for the second half of the United Nations
Decade for Vomen were discussed. It was suggested that the Commission should make
recommendations based upon its experience, taking into account the suggestions for.
the administration of monitoring and for dissemination of information set out in
four informal papers before the Commission. It was proposed that the biennial
reporting system should continue, giving special attention to the assessment of
slow changes in the situation.

121. Some representatives called for streamlining of both questionnaires and :
reports. Questionnaires should be sent at an advanced date so that national
arrangements for data collection and analysis, to be established on a permanent
basis, might have time to take their requirements into consideration in preparing
their programmes. A number of representatives explained that in their countries
data were incomplete. Several representatives noted the value of existing
national machineries and liaison officers who acted as natlonal contacts for the
reporting system.

122. In addition to the suggestions for decentralization set out in one of the
informal papers before the Commission, it was proposed to further reduce the burden
upon Governments by preparing country summaries of available information. These,
rather than detailed comprehensive questionnaires would be submitted to Governments
for revision and comment. Vherever possible, a system of continuous dialogue

with responsible Government agencies would be developed to replace periodic
requests for substantial amounts of information. The Advancement of Women Branch
of the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs was expanding its
activities in building up a data base, and on developing means of disseminating
more widely the information it contained. It would maintain contact with members
of the Commission on the means of improving this activity.

123. The Assistant Secretary-General for Social Development and Humanitarian

Affairs pointed out that the difficulties of the less developed countries were
understood, and efforts would be made, possibly with the assistance of the Voluntary
Fund for the United Nations Decade for Women, to assist Governments in the -~
improvement of their data base. Nevertheless, it had been extremely encouraging

to see that over 90 Governments, many from developing regions, had been able to
provide replies of high quality.

124, The observer for St. Joan's International Alliance, a non-governmental
organization in consultative status with the Hconomic and Social Council

(Category II), drew the attention of the Commission to a statement of 31
non-governmental organizations contained in document E/CIN.6/NG0/283. This

concerned female sexual slavery, vwhich included imprisonment and torture

associated -with the forced prostitution of girls and women in a number of countries.
The observer referred to the continuous efforts of her organization to keep this
issue before the appropriate bodies of the United Nations system and urged the
Commission not to overlook this serious problem.
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125, With regard to the International Research and Training Institute for the
Advancement of Women, several representatives expressed their view that its
establishment was a most valuable step forward. One representative suggested that,
vhile the Institute should work within the framework of the World Plan of Action,
it should have the latitude to give its attention to matters that Plan may have
overlooked, or which had arisen since 1975. In her closing comments, the

Assistant Secretary-General for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs
recapitulated the causes of the delay in establishment of the Institute and
reiterated the intention of the Secretariat of the United Nations to give it every
future support.

126. At the Tllth meeting of the Commission, the officer~in-charge of co-ordinating
the activities of the Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade for Women made
a statement which elaborated upon the information provided in the report of the
Secretary-General which was before the Commission. The policy of the Voluntary
Fund was to provide seed-money for projects which could later be taken up by
longer-term funding agencies. With regard to current and future financial
resources, the attention of the Commission was drawn to the critical situation
reached at a time when the activities of the Voluntary Fund were beginning to make
an impact upon the extent of commitment of other funding agencies. Requests by
Governments for assistance had accelerated as the activities of the Voluntary Fund
had berome more widely known, but there had been no accompanying acceleration in
the pledging of contributions by Governments.

127. The Assistant Secretary-General for Social Development and Humanitarian
Affairs stressed the desirability of the United Nations system bringing to the
attention of Governments early in each year the need to make provision for
contributions to the Fund. This would allow time for Governments to include such
provision in their budgets and so to be in a position to contribute at the time
of the annual pledging conference in November each year. She appealed to
non-governmental organizations to join in efforts to persuade Governments of the
importance of contributing, or of expanding their contributions, to the Fund.

128. At the T12th meeting of the Commission, a considerable number of
representatives expressed their satisfaction with the work of the Voluntary Fund.
Tts pioneering and catalytic function had made possible larger-scale funding Dby
the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), and had allowed for the
strengthening of the work of the regional commissions, an accomplishment which was
especially acknowledged by the representative of ESCAP. The projects funded were
of a character precisely in line with the intentions of the international
community; funds were reaching the poorest wi.men in the poorest countries in
constructive ways. The ability of such women to absorb funds effectively had not
been apparent prior to the Fund's activities, but was now established.

129. Several representatives expressed their concern with regard to the Fund's
financial position, which was the result of global economic circumstances, and

not in any way the fault of management. One problem had been the pledging of funds
for single years: the representative of a country that had pledged a series of
annual contributions over a longer period urged other Governments to follow suit

in order to facilitate planning. Increased contributions were called for.

- Non-governmental organizations were urged to regard the Fund as a viable vehicle
for the disbursement of their contributions.

130. The Commission was aware that grave economic circumstances precluded
contributions from many developing countries.
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131. Many representatives expressed their view that the activities undertaken by
the Fund -should continue after 1985. That had, indeed, been called for by the
General Assembly in its resolution 34/156 of 1T December 1979. Various suggestions
were put forward concerning the institutional arrangements within the United Nations
system which would best support such a continuation. The majority of those
representatives who expressed their view on this matter supported integration
within the framework of UNDP. The existing close relationship was considered

most valuable, not only for the Fund itself, but also in that it allowed the Fund
to influence the design of many UNDP projects of special interest tc women in order
to enhance their positive impact. One representative called for the establishment
of a Fund for women analogous to that of UNICEF for children and suggested that

the occasion of the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Vomen:
Equality, Development and Peace, to take place in July 1980, should be used to
devise appropriate institutional arrangements. In their statement, representatives
of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the

World Food Programme pointed out that similar special funds were being established
in the light of the recommendations of the World Conference on Agrarian Reform and
Rural Development.

132, In response to the observations and suggestions of representatives the
officer-in-charge of co-ordinating the activities of the Voluntary Fund noted that
the General Assembly, in its resolution 34/156, had expressed the wish that the
Secretary-General should expleore with the UNDP and other specialized agencies means
of ensuring that the activities of the Fund would continue beyond 1985. In regard
to the concern expressed by a representative of a least developed country that
economic conditions precluded contributions to the Fund, it was stated that
additional contributions were being sought from other industrial countries and
from developing countries having the capacity to help, but not from countries
unable to contribute. With regard to the difficulties experienced by many
developing countries in preparing project requests, action had been taken to
ensure that this would not result in their inability to benefit fairly from the
Fund's activities. Regional commissions had begun to organize workshops in
project preparation and development. The number of projects had not decreased
during 1980 in spite of the failure of contributions to meet rising demands for
disbursement.

133. The Assistant Secretary-General for Social Development and Humanitarian
Affairs, in her closing remarks, expressed the belief that a greater integration of
the Fund's projects within the next round of UNDP country programming would be
achieved during the next five years.

134, With regard to the position of women in the United Nations system, one
representative urged the Secretary-General to follow up the recommendations of

the report of the Joint Inspection Unit on the matter. 39/ She noted a continuing
alarming absence of women from policy formulation and planning in the social,
economic, and political fields within the United Nations system. This had a
detrimental effect upon development. The specialized agencies and other United
Nations bodies should provide detailed reports of the situation. Action should
be taken to'support governmental efforts to increase the participation of women

in such fields. Her Government had introduced special measures for this purpose.

39/ JIU/REP/TT/T, trensmitted to the General Assembly by note A/33/105.
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The Rapporteur drew the attention of the Commission to the hardship imposed upon
young women workers at the Vienna International Centre by the absence of a créche,
despite attention in its design to inclusion of many other facilities.

135. The Commission had before it a summary of the public information activities
of the Advancement of Vomen Branch during 1979.

(b) Activities of the specialized agencies

136. The Commission considered agenda item 5 (b) at its T1llth to 713th and
716th meeting, between 27 February and 3 March 1980.

137. Under item 5 (b), the Commission had before it a report of the ILO on its
activities of special interest to women (E/CN.6/631); a report of UNESCO on

its activities of special interest to women (E/CN.6/632); a report of FAO on
its activities of special interest to women and development (E/CN.6/628); and a
report of WHO on its aztivities of special interest to women and development

(E/CN.6/629).

138. At the Tllth meeting, the representative of ILO introduced that organization's
report (E/CN.6/631), summarizing its principal aspects. At the 712th and T13th
meetings, a number of representatives expressed their satisfaction with the
valuable work of the ILO. One noted her Government's support of the activities

of ILO and its concern over the dangerous trend toward an increased proportion

of women engaged in pert-time and seasonal work, particularly in the tertiary
sector. This resulted in their becoming second-class workers, and hence second-
class citizens. Governments should take the lead in introducing measures designed
to bring about an expansion in the numbers of women at higher grades. Women's
participation in trade unions was of major importance.

139. At the T16th meeting, the representative of UNESCO introduced that
orgenization's report (E/CN.6/632). At the T1l2th and T13th meetings, several
representatives had commented upon UNESCO's programme. One pointed out that too
much empheasis had been given to the cultural, artistic and literary activities of
women, and not enough to the implications for women of development in certain
sciences, notably in medicine and psychology. Attention should be given also to
problems faced by women employed in scientific work. Another representative called
for a much- greater emphasis on, and consequently a dramatic increase in resources
for, programmes designed to improve the status of women, although current pilot
programmes were valuable and should be extended. The role of mass media should
receive greater attention, given its enormous potentiali in improving the status
of women.

140. At the T12th meeting, the representative of FAO introduced that organization's
report (E/CN.6/628), emphasizing the greatly expanded interest in rural women,
since the three conferences on population, food and women held in 1974 and 1975.
Inclusion of the topic of women and rural development at the World Conference on
Agrarian Reform and Rural Development was noted, and the programme of work in this
field endorsed by the General Assembly in its resolution 3k4/1k.

141. A number of representatives drew attention to the importance of resolving
the problems of rural women, and one noted the extreme situation in her country
which had resulted from the very high proportion of adult males who had migrated
to adjacent countries.
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1k2. At the Tllth meeting, the representatives of WHO introduced the report of
that organization (E/CN.6/629). The multisectoral approach was explored,
particularly in reference to recent initiatives in the African region; close
relationships with other bodies in the United Nations system were emphasized. One
representative pointed out that, although the needs of wmcthers were of great
importance, it was perhaps necessary to increase emphasis upon older women,
disabled women, women suffering from mental illness and battered women. The
problems of single heads of households, and that of female circumcision merited
greater attention, as did the dangers for women of smoking.

143. Many representatives expressed their appreciation of the substantial work
achieved by the specialized agencies. One noted that the good working relations
which existed between the United Nations and the specialized agencies was one of
the most valuable results of the first half of the United Nations Decade for Women.
It was an example that should be followed by Governments in bringing about at
national level close co-ordination between the work of women's units and sectoral’
departments. Several representatives regretted the absence of a comprehensive
review of the activities of all bodies within the United Nations system of
organizations. It was considered important that specialized agencies should
participate fully in preparations for the World Conference of the United Nations
Decade for Women and participate in the drafting of a programme of action for the
second half of the United Nations Decade for Viomen. A report of their activities
to the Conference should consist of a single comprehensive document, which should
be concise and designed for use by readers unfamiliar with the United Nations
system.

(c) Activities of intergovernmental organizations
outside the United Nations system

144, The Commission considered agenda item 5 (c) at its T13th meeting on
28 February 1980.

145. Under item 5 (c), the Commission had before it a report on the activities of
the Inter-American Commission of Women of the Organization of American States
(E/CN.6/630). The President of the Inter-American Commission of Women made a
statement introducing that report. She stressed the need for improvement of the
data base and the development of appropriate indicators of women's status. The
Assistant Secretary~General for Social Development and Humanitarien Affairs drew
the attention of the Commission to the fact that the Inter-American Commission was
the first intergovernmental organization concerned with the status of women. It
had brought the issue to the attention of the League of Nationms.

1L46. A representative described to the Commission the activities of European
intergovernmental organizations. Direct elections to the European Parliament,
held in June 1979, had increased women's representation to 17 per cent. An ad hoc
committee would complete, by July 1980, a listing of recommendations on the status
of women. Three directives had been issued: on equal pay, equal treatment and
equality of treatment within social security systems. Member Governments that
had not implemented these directives within two months might be brought before the
European Court of Justice. As part of the renegotiation of the Lomé Convention,
articles concerning equal treatment had been considered. At the Council of Europe
an ad hoc committee on women's problems had begun the study of particularly
difficult problems faced by women in member countries, notably as a result of
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international migration. The difficulties faced by second generation immigrants,
girls and women, were being given special attention. The Council of Europe's

ad hoc committee was examining the legal situation of unmarried couples, violence
within the family and sexual violence. The representatives of the European
Community assured the Commission that it hoped to co-operate fully with the United
Nations system, particularly by contributing to the World Conference of the United
Nations Decade for Vomen in 1980.

147. The Commission noted with interest the activities of the Nordic Council and
the Hordic Council of Ministers. A Nordic equality committee had been established
to cu-ordinate and support national efforts. Moreover, the Nordic countries had
presented a joint working paper on women and development as their contribution to
preparation of the new international development strategy for the third United
Nations development decade.

Consideration of draft resolutions and voting

148. At the T19th meeting, the representative of Lesotho, on behalf also of
Ghana, Libyan Arab Jamehiriya, Madagascar, Niger, Nigeria and Uganda, introduced
a draft resolution entitled "Welfare of female migrant workers and the wives of
migrant workers'" (E/CN.6/L.TL49).

149. At the T20th meeting, the representative of Lesotho made the following oral
revisions to the text: +the fourth preambular paragraph was amended by adding.
immediately following the words "of rural women”, the words "from developing
countries'; the second operative paragraph was amended by adding, immediately
following the words "of migrant workers", the words "from developing countries,
particularly those'.

150. At the same meeting, on 5 March 1980, the Commission adopted the draft
resolution as orally revised (see chap. I, sect. C, resolution 1 (XXVIII); see
also chap. IX below).

151. At the T19th meeting, the representative of India, on behalf also of
Malaysia, Nigeria, Pakistan and Trinidad and Tobago, introduced a draft resolution
entitled "Programme of action for the second half of the United Nations Decade

for Women: institutions responsible for implementing the World Plan of Action

at the international and regional levels" (E/CN.6/L.T751). Subsequently, Malaysia
withdrew as a sponsor of the draft resolution.

152, The representative of the United States proposed the amendment of operative
paragreaph 3 (9) by adding immediately following the phrase "and specialized
agencies" the words "and regional commissions". The observer from Austria proposed
the amendment of operative paragraph 3 (b) by adding immediately following the
phrase "and technical resources" the words "on a regular basis".

153. At the T20th meeting, the representative of India introduced the following
oral revisions: operative paragraph 1 was amended by adding, immediately following
the words "in their reports" the words "to the Commission on the Status of Women';
operative paragraph 3 (a) was amended by replacing the first word, "establishment",
by the word "strengthening'; by deleting, immediately following the words
"specialized agencies", the words "wherever they do not already exist™; and by

#

deleting, immediately following the. words “and activities'’, the words "and the
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strengthening of existing mechanisms'. In addition, the representative of India
confirmed the oral revision made at the T19th meeting to this subparagraph, whereby
it was amended by adding, immediately following the words "'specialized agencies’,
the words "and regional commissions”. She also confirmed the oral revision
introduced at the T19th meeting of paragraph 3 (p), whereby it was amended by
adding immediately following the words "and technical resources”, the words “on

a regular basis". The representative of India also added an operative paragraph,
reading as follows: 'Urges the specialized agencies and the United Nations bodies
to increase their co-ordination and co-operation using the interagency programme
for the Decade for Women and the Advancement of VWomen Branch as effective
mechanisms'. The representative of Ghana proposed the amendment of paragraph 3 (g)
by replacing, immediately after the words ""United Nations bodies", the word "and"
by a comma. ‘

154, The representative of Bulgaria asked that the opinion of the Assistant
Secretary-General for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs, given in
response to his question on this matter, that nothing in this draft resolution had
financial implications, be included in the report of the meeting.

155. At the T2lst meeting, the representative of India accepted the oral revision
move by the representative of Trinidad and Tobago at the T20th meeting to operative
paragraph 3 (a) whereby the first word, as revised, "strengthening’ should be
further revised and replaced by the words "increasing the éffectiveness'.

156. At the same meeting, on 5 March 1980, the Commission adopted the draft
resolution, as orally revised (see chap. I, sect. A, draft resolution VI).

157. At the T19th meeting, the representative of Nigeria, on behalf also of
Lesotho, Niger, Senegal and Trinidad and Tobago, introduced a draft resolution
entitled "International Year of Disabled Persons” (E/CN.6/L.T758). Subsequently,
Austria, Belgium, Colombia, France, Ghana, Guatemala, India, Japan, Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya, Malaysia, Pakistan, United States of America and Zaire became sponsors.

158. The representative of Nigeria made the following oral revisions to the text:
the first preambular paragraph was deleted; the second preambular paragraph was
amended by deleting, immediately following the word '"Recalling", the word ‘the";
the third preambular paragraph was amended by adding, immediately before the word
"Recalling"”, the word "Further’ and by deleting, immediately following the word
“Recalling' the word "the"; the fourth preambular paragraph was amended by
replacing, immediately following the word "Recalling" the word "the" by the word
"also'; and the fifth preambular paragraph was amended by replacing the word
"Considering" by the word "Conscious". The third operative paragraph was orally
amended by replacing the words "Calls upon the Secretariat' by the words "Invites

the Executive Secretary'.

159. At the T19th meeting, on 4 March 1980, the Commission adopted the draft
resolution as orally revised (see chap. IX, resolution 2 (XXVIII)).

160. At the T2lst meeting, the representative of the United States of America, on
behalf also of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, introduced
a draft resolution entitled 'United Natiorns activities: Voluntary Fund for The
United Nations Decade for Women" (E/CN.6/L.T64). Subsequently, Belgium, India

and Japan became sponsors.
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161. At the same meeting the representative of Finland proposed the revision of i
the text by inserting a new operative paragraph between operative paragraphs 2 i
and 3: "Also encourages Governments, where appropriate, to formulate as part of
their development co-operation policies, guidelines for the implementation of 4
the objectives of the United Nations Decade for Women;". The representative of !
the United States, on behalf of the sponsors of the draft resolution, revised i
operative paragraph 4, by deleting, immediately following the words 'the resources
of the Fund", the words "for activities that assist rural women and poor women

in urban areas, in developing countries". The representative of Bulgaria proposed
that operative paragraph 5 should be revised by replacing the word "Appeals" by ;
the word "Urges’.

162. The representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics stated that she
had reservations concerning the financial implications of the draft resolution.

163. At the same meeting, on 5 March 1980, the Commission adopted the draft
resolution as orally revised, by 24 votes to none, with 4 abstentions (see chap. I,
sect. A, draft resolution VII).

164, The representative of Trinidad and Tobago, in explanation of her abstention,
observed that her delegation was not convinced of the utility of the new operative
paragraph introduced between operative paragraphs 2 and 3.

165. The representative of Bulgaria, in explanation of his abstention, explained
that his delegation had reservations concerning the financial implications of the
draft resolution, as had been expressed by the Bulgarian delegation in the Fifth
Committee of the General Assembly.

166, At the T2lst meeting, the representative of France, on behalf also of Austria
and Japan, introduced a draft resolution entitled ‘Continuation of the integrated
reporting system on the status of women during the second half of the United Nations
Decade for Women, 1980--1985" (E/CN.6/L.765). India, Pakistan and the United States '
of America subsequently became sponsors of the draft resolution.

167. At the same meeting the representative of the Federal Republic of Germany
proposed an amendment to the sixth preambular paragraph, replacing, immediately ;
following the words "in the maintenance of", the word "a'" by the words "the
existing". The representative of the Union of Sovir* Socialist Republics
introduced an amspdment to operative paragreph 2 by g, immediately after the
words 'to_ensure", the words "within the framework oi she regular budget’. The
representative of the United States of America proposed an amendment to operative
paragraph 3 by replacing, imrediately after the words "and on its work', the words |
Yof co~ordinating the programmes” by the words "aimed at follow-up and harmonization
of activi- .es™. ;

H
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168. At the same meeting, on 5 March 1980, the Commission adopted the draf-
resolution as orally revised (see chap. I, sect. A, draft resolution VIII).

i i e Aty
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V. INFLUENCE OF THE MASS CO'MTUNICATION MEDIA ON
ATTITUDFS TOWARDS THE ROLT OF WOMEN AND MEN
IN PRESENT-DAY SOCIETY /agenda item 6/

169. The Commission considered item 6 of its agenda at its T15th to 719th and
722nd meetings on 29 February and 3 to 5 March 1980. Tt had before it the
report of the Special Rapnorteur, @Ismeralda Arholeda Cuevas, on the influence of
the mass communication media on attitudes towards the roles of women and men in
present~day society (E/CN.6/627).

170. Introducing the report, the Swmecial Rapporteur explained that the Commission
on the Status of Women had been the first bodv of the United Mations to realize
and act upon the importance of the influence of communications made on the role of
women in society, and in 1972 had asked the Secretary-General to inform the
Commission on this matter. L0/ Subsequently, in 10Tk, the Secretary-General
submitted a report to the twenty-sixth session of the Commission: &;/ the item
was further discussed at the World Conference of the International Women's Year

at Mexico City in 1975. Eg/ Because of the increasing importance of the issue
and the fact that the media has exerted varying influences on contemporary society
(in terms for example of setting of standards, the allocation of values and
stersotyping, of the woman's image), there was recognition that systematic

study needed to be undertaken in order to understand better both the problems

and opportunities in this regard. This led to a second report by the Secretary-
General (E/CN.6/601 and Corr.l) which took into account the recommendations of

the Conference, Council and Commission.

171. UNESCO, in fact, sponsored a meeting on this subject as a follow-up to the
Mexico City Conference of 1975, and the Commission on the Status of Women, at

its twenty-sixth session in 1976, recommended that the Fconomic and Social Council
appoint a special ranporteur, taking into account the close relationship hetween
the economic and social aspects of development, and the necessity for promoting
the full integration of women into the development process, to prepare a study on
the impact of the mass communication media on the changing roles of men and

women, including action taken by the public and private sectors at national,
regional and international levels, to remove prejudices and sex-role stereotyping,
to accelerate the acceptance of women's new and expanded roles in society and to
promote their integration into the development process as equal partners with

men. The information for this study was to be drawn, inter alia, from studies on

&g/ Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, Fifty-second
Session, Supplement No. 6 (E/5109), chap. VIII, sect. A.

41/ E/CN.6/581.

h2/ Report of the World Conference of the International Women's Year,
Mexico | City, 19 June-2 July 1975 (United Mations nublication, Sales No. E.T76.IV.1),
chap. IT, sect. IV.
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this subject to be undertaken by relevant research institutes, from seminars to
be organized for this purpose, as well as from other studies undertaken during
this period. L3/

172. The Special Rapporteur, however, explained that the report did not purnort
to be conclusive, but at best, should be seen as only one of the initiatives
towards the goal to be achieved, which must be followed by additional research
and activities including seminars, workshops and related training activities.
The Special Rapporteur stated that the study was hampered by substantial
difficulties in obtaining both administrative and field support. Approximately
one year and a half nassed from the time that the Economic and Social Council
adopted resolution 2063 (LXII) approving the appointment of the Special Rapworteur
before she was appointed, with substantial curtailments in the original work
programme envisaged by both the Commission and the Council. For example, the
seminars to be organized for this purpose and the related research work were
eliminated because of financial constraints. However, the Special Rapporteur,
having been the revresentative of Colombia on the Commission on the Status of
Women from 1969 to 1972, was convinced of the necessity to undertake the study.
In this context, she explained that, having been appointed in her independent
capacity she was given freedom to pursue her research. She especially thanked
member States who had replied to the questionnaire which she had designed,
distributed and analysed for the study, the Advancement of Women Branch of the
Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs of the United Natioms,
which housed the project, and UNESCO which had provided financial support for the
services of a technical assistant who had rendered invaluable contributions to
this project.

173. In conclusion, the Special Rapporteur provided an overview of the contents
of the study which was divided into five chanters:

I. A brief history of United MNations efforts

II. Pervasive social obstacles maintaining image-stereotvning
IITI. Measures taken by Governments

IV. Action taken by non-governmental organizations

V. Recommendations for policy actions.

174. The Special Rapporteur concluded by explaining that the study was designed to
fill a gap in the existing research being undertallen on this question, and to
produce a valid set of guidelines for adoption and policy planning to serve as a
firm basis for world-wide sectoral and intersectoral nrojects in this field. From
the standpoint of both research as well as a programme of action, she expressed
the hope that the survey of measures undertaken by governmental, intergovernmental
(especially of the United Mations family and its regional commissions) and
non-governmental organizations would help to bring into public view this over-all
question.

53/ Pursuant to the decision adopted by the Commission at its resumed
tventy-sixth session (see Official Records of the Fconomic and Social Council,
gixty-second Session, Supplement No. 3 (E/5909-E/CN.6/608), chap. I, sect. A,
draft resolution IX), the Council adopted resolution 2063 (LXII) of 12 'ay 1977
vhich formally culminated the efforts leading to the drafting of the report of the
Special Rapporteur.
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175. In response, the Commission expressed its appreciation to the Special
Rapporteur for her comprehensive report, particularly in view of the substantial
difficulties with which she had been faced in obtaining both administrative and
field support. TFurthermore, many representatives proposed that the report be
forwarded to the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women, for its
consideration. Several representatives stated that the report assumed particular
importance in view of the concurrent release of the report of the International
Commission for the Study of Communication Problems. That Commission was
constituted by UESCO as a result of pressure from several countries to study
communications problems. However, one representative pointed out that, while

the Commission itself had completed its work and submitted its recommendations,
it was, with the exception of one member from Canada, an all-male Commission

and had produced only one general resolution dealing with the communication needs
of women. Consequently, several representatives felt that the Commission could
draw several lessons from that experience and should note the importance of

the Special Rapporteur's report in that connexion. Several representatives
called for increased co-operation between the United Nations and the UNESCO

in this field and noted with interest that, under the co-sponsorship of both
organizations, a seminar is to be convened in May 1980, in New York, on the
question of "Women and the Media'™, and expressed the hope that the report of the
Special Rapporteur would serve as a major contribution at that seminar.

176. Most representatives noted the crucial importance of education, especially
at the primary and secondary levels, to counter the image-stereotyping which has
traditionally portrayed women as inferior to men in many spheres of modern life.
In this context, many representatives called for a new image of women and men to
be reflected in the educational planning and programming at these levels, as well
as for increased professional education to train more women in the field of
communications. Furthermore, many representatives supported the idea of
establishing monitoring agencies in all member States to follow up the over-all
question of the influence of the mass media on attitudes towards the roies of
women and men in present-day society. In this regard, one representative
concluded that until now, the world had changed women and now it was time for women
to change the world, and that the mass communications media could provide a fresh
image for both women and men and serve as a dynamic vehicle for change. Several
representatives called for increased efforts to promote greater awareness among
women of the structure and function of national and international institutions in
this regard, and how to have access to them and to influence their decision-
making systems.

177. In that connexion, many representatives indicated that research had clearly
rroved the strong link between the image of women in the mass media and the degree
of their participation (or lack of it) in the decision-making processes of the
mass communication industries. One representative, citing paragraph 85 of the
report of the Special Rapporteur, noted that one of the newspapers in Ghana had
recently made changes in its publications policy on the roles of women and men
in contemporary society, but had not indicated that a woman had recently been
appointed as its editor-in-chief. Most representatives concluded that until the
participation of women in the decision-making process of the mass communications
industries was increased substantially, the media would continue to be a part of
the problem rather than a part of the solution.

178. The representative of UNESCO stated that that organization was the
specialized agency in the United Nations family concerned with the development
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of communications systems, and was therefore directly concerned with the media.
She stated that UNESCO had not been invited to comment on the draft of the report
of the Special Rapporteur, although this had been part of an agreed procedure,
and consequently was obliged to reserve her right to comment and suggest
amendments on it until the third session of the Preparatory Committee for the
World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women. She concluded by
offering copies of a recent UNESCO publication entitled Portrayal and
Participation of Women in the Media, and said that UNESCO was paying special
attention in its work to the image of women as reflected in school text books

and children's publications.

179. The Commission also heard comments by the representatives of the
International Federation of Business and Professional Women and the International
Council of Women (non-governmental organizations in consultative status with the
Economic and Social Council, Category I), and the World Women's Christian
Temperance Union (Category II), who expressed their support of the report of the
Special Rapporteur and their intention to disseminate it widely arong their
respective national affiliates.

180. Concerning the recommendations for policy actions (chap. V of the report),
there was a difference of opinion in the Commission regarding the degree of
Government control of the media to present a new positive image of women in
conterxporary society. A number of representatives argued that Government
intervention on this question would lead to a restriction of press and media,
but they underlined the need for Governments to finance and support the
producvion of films, television and radio programmes, newspapers and magazines
to advance the role and status of women in contemporary society. They argued,
however, that this did not give the Govermment the right to dictate the content
of those progremmes and articles. On the other hand, several representatives
argued that it was only the Govermment which could redress the imbalance and
ineruities in this regard at the national level.

181l. However, many representatives cited cases from their respective national
experiences that substantiated the points made in chapter II of the report
("Pervasive Social Obstacles Maintaining Image-Stereotyping") and called for
non-governmental, govermmental and inter-govermmental (especially the United
Nations family) efforts to more effectively monitor the influence of the mass
media in this regard and to promote a new and more affirmative image of women

in modern society. Some representatives cited gaps in the reports in this
context. One representative argued that the study was not based on sufficient
references from the Eastern European region, and thus the study did not present

a realistic image of women in this area. Another representative thought the
report should take more of an in-depth analysis of the socio-cultural roots of
both the problems and opportunities of the mass communications media - especially
in developing regions such as Africa. Another representative cited the weight of
thousand-year-old feudal tradition in her Asian country and stated that vestiges
of male chauvinism were still noticeable in all aspects of life. Several
representatives concluded that if these and related gaps could be filled, the
study would be greatly strengthened.
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Consideration of draft resolution and voting

182. The Commission considered draft resolutions on item 6 of its agenda at its
719th and 722nd meetings on 4 and 5 March 1980. The representative of France,
on behalf also of Austria, Belgium, Colombia, Honduras, New Zealand, Trinidad
and Tobago and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
introduced a draft resolution entitled "Influence of the mass communication
media on attitudes towards the role of women and men in present-day society"
(E/CN.6/L.754). The representative of France stated that another draft
resolution on the same subject had been submitted by the representative of the
Federal Republic of Germany (E/CN.6/L.T60) and that it would be merged with the
draft resolution she had just introduced (E/CN.6/L.754). A revised text would be
submitted to the Commission at the next meeting.

183. Subsequently, at its 722nd meeting, on 5 March 1980, the representative

of the Federal Republic of Germany, on behalf also of Austria, E&/ Belgium,
Colombia, France, Ghana, Honduras, L4li/ Japan, Lesotho, Niger, Peru, Trinidad

and Tobago, and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
introduced a revised draft resolution (E/CN.6/L.754/Rev.l). In his introductory
statement, he indicated that the penultimate preambular paragraph and operative
paragraph 2 had been deleted by the sponsors.

184. The representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics prnposed

an amendment to operative paragraph 4 of the draft resolution (E/CN.6/L.T54/Rev.1l);
providing for the addition of the following text after the words "Special
Raprorteur'": 'after appropriate revision in the light of the comments made at

the twenty-eighth session of the Commission on the Status of Women".

185. The representative of Pakistan proposed that in the last preambular
paragraph the word "traditional' should be replaced by the word "stereotyped'.

186. The representative of the Federal Republic of Germany, on behalf of the
sponsors of the revised draft resolution, accepted the amendments proposed by
the representatives of the USSR and Pakistan.

187. The Commission adopted the revised draft resolution (E/CN.6/L.T754/Rev.l)
at its 722nd meeting, on 5 March 1980 (see chap. I, sect. A, draft resolution IX).

44/ In accordance with rule 69 of the rules of procedure of the functional
Commissions (E/5979).
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VI. COMMUNICATIONS CONCERNING THE STATUS
OF WOMEN /agenda item T/

188. Pursuant to the final paragraph of Economic and Social Council

resolution 76 (V), entitled "Communications concerning the status of women"

of 5 August 1947, which the Council suggested "to the Commission on the Status
of Women that it should at each session aproint an ad hoc committee to meet
shortly before its next session for the purpose of reviewing the confidential
list of communications prepared by the Secretary-General ... and of recommending
which of these communications, in original, should ... be made available to
members of the Commission on request', the Commission on the Status of Women, at
its T16th meeting on 3 March 1980, appointed an Ad Hoc Working Group on
Communications consisting of the following five representatives:

Clarriette G. Wilmot (Ghana), Y. B. Datin Norlaily Aziz (Malaysia),

Maria Guadalupe Carias (Honduras), T. N. Nikolayeva (Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics) and Margaret Galey (United States of America).

189. In addition to Economic and Social Council resolution 76 (V), the Ad Hoc
Working Group on Communications used as its terms of reference Economic and
Social Council resolution 48 (IV), entitled "Status of women” of 29 March 1947,
in which, in paragraph 1, the Council resolved that "the Commission shall also
make recommendations to the Council on urgent problems requiring immediate
attention in the field of women's rights with the object of implementing the
principle that men and women shall have equal rights, and to develop proposals
to give effect to such recommendations'; and draft resolution X, "Communications
concerning the status of women”, adopted by the Commission on the Status of
Women at its twenty-sixth session in 1976, which in paragraph 2 established

"an ad hoc working group to meet during the regular session of the Commission
on the Status of Women to review such communications in private, having due
regard to maintaining the confidentiality of individual communications, for the
purpose of studying information helpful to the Commission in fulfilling its
terms of reference under Council resolution 48 (IV) of 29 March 1947, in the
field of women's rights'.

190. In that regard, the Ad Hoc Working Group on Communications considered
item 7 of the agenda in private meetings on 3 and L4 March 1980. It had before
it three documents: (a) a confidential list of communications concerning the
status of women (S.W. Communications List No. 19 of 16 January 1980); (b) a
non-confidential list of communications (E/CN.6/CR.25 of 21 January 1980);

(c) a note by the Secretariat "Relevant resolutions and procedures dealing with
communications concerning human rights and the status of women"
(E/CN.6/XXVIII/CRP.8 of 21 February 1980).

191. The Commission considered in plenary meeting item T of its agenda at
its 722nd meeting on 5 March 1980. It had before it the same three documents
used by the Ad Hoc Working Group on Cummunicaticns.

192, Introducing this documentation reviewed at the T722nd meeting of the

Commission, the Assistant Director, of the Centre for Social Development and
Humanitarian Affairgs responsible for the Advancement of Women Branch, cited
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the pertinent paragraphs in Economic and Social Council resolution 76 (V)
regarding confidential communications concerning the status of women and
pertinent paragraphs in Economic and Social Council resolution 304 I (XI) of

17 July 1950, which amended Economic and Social Council resolution 76 (V) of

5 August 1947. The Assistant Director concluded her introduction by reviewing
the developments on this issue during the first half of the United Nations Decade
for Women, from 1975-1980, and noted that the confidential list of communications
(S.W. Communications List No. 19) had been distributed in a sealed envelope to
the heads of each delegation to the Commission in a private meeting in the
Chairman's office immediately following the T15th meeting of the Commission

on 29 February 1980 pursuant to operative subparagraph (b) of Economic and
Social Council resolution 76 (V), as amended by the Economic and Social Council
resolution 304 (XI).

193. The representative of Honduras, on behalf of the members of the A4 Hoc
Working Group on Communications, gave an oral report of the proceedings and
conclusions of the Group, stating that the Group had taken due note of the
contents of the confidential communications and had informed their respective
regional groups of the issues raised in the review of this list.

Consideration of draft resolutions and voting

194. Subsequently, at the 722nd meeting, on 5 March 1980, the representative

of the United States of America, on behalf also of the Federal Republic of
Germany, Ghana, Nigeria and Panama, introduced a draft resolution entitled
"Communications on the status of women" (E/CN.6/L.759). The representative of the
United States of America stated that for over 30 years the Commission has had

the authority to consider communications concerning the status of women under
Economic and Social Council resolutions 76 (V) and 304 I (XI), and expressed the
view that consideration of communications during the United Nations Decade for
Women took on added importance because of concern on the part of Member States
that the international standards set forth in the various international
conventions on human rights and, in particular, women's rights should be observed
by Governments. However, the representativc of the United States of America
observed that the basic rights and freedows set forth in these international
instruments were not always observed throughout the world - as documented in

the reports of the Secretariat on the confidential and non-confidential
communications that had demonstrated that there were numerous allegations of
abuses of these rights. With regard to the more serious allegations, this
representative recalled General Assembly resolution 34/175 sponsored by Uganda and
adopted by consensus, urged inter alia that appropriate “United Nations todies ...
take timely and effective action in existing and future cases of mass and
flagrant violations of human rights'". In conclusion, this representative stated
that women whose rights were violated should have the expectation that an
international remedy was available when domestic remedies’had either been
exhausted or were not available, and therefore the procedures of the Commission
on the Status of Women to discuss these allegations were vital and should be
strengthened to highlight abuses of women's rights - indeed to provide a
mechanism for investigating allegations of violations that appeared in such
documents as the Secretariat had prepared for the twenty-eighth session of the
Commission.
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195. Subsequently, the representatives of Belgium, Guatemala, Lesotho,
Norway, Senegal, Uganda and the United Kingdom, and the observer for the Ivory
Coast requested that the names of their delegations be associated with draft
resolution E/CN.6/L.T59 as sponsor.

196. The representative of Bulgaria stated that his country attached great
importance to the issues of human rights and fundamental freedoms but was
convinced that the promotion and protection of these rights could best be

applied through strict compliance in domestic jurisdictions of the norms and
standards set by existing international instruments. In this context, he
mentioned the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the International
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, and the
International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of
Apartheid, and noted that several of the sponsors of draft resolution E/CN.6/L.T759
had not yet ratified these existing international instruments, and indeed had
not reflected the principles of these covenants and conventions explicitly in the
draft resolution. ™= concluded by appealing to the sronsors to withdraw the
draft resolution.

197. The representatives of Cuba, Czechoslovakia, the German Cemocratic Republic
and Poland, associated their delegations with the views of the representative

of Bulgaria and the representative of Cuba added the additional argument that

the inclusion of item T in the agenda of the twenty-eighth session of the
Commission on the Status of Women was a duplication of procedures established

by Economic and Social Council resolution 1503 (XLVIII) which referred to
communications on violations of human rights from the persrective of both men
and women.,

198. Exercising the right of reply, the representative of the United States of
America stated: (a) that the issues before the Commission was not to open a
substantive debate concerning the existing international instruments and who had
ratified them (for then one could get into an even more extensive debate
regarding who, indeed, had implemented them), but to respond to a proccedural
question on how the Commission might best handle the communications concerning
the status of women and to convene a Group of Experts to study this problem,
including review of Economic and Social Council resclution 1503 (XLVIII), and

to report back to the twenty-ningth session of the Commission; (b) that the
draft resolution E/CN.6/L.759 did, in fact, reflect the principles of the
covenants and conventions mentioned by one representative (see the second and
fourth preambular naras.  hich referred to resclutions of the Ceneral

Assembly which themselves were based on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
and its related covenants and conventions), and he recalled that the
representative of the United States of America when introducing the item had
cited General Assembly resolution 34/175 which alsc reflected the principles of
the human rights covenants and conventions.

199, The representative of the United States of America, on behalf of the sponsors,
introduced four revisions to Jdraft resolution B/CN.6/L.T59, whereby the sixth
preambular paragraph would be revised as follows: (a) by adding the word
"above-mentioned” so that the beginning of the paragraph would read "Aware that

the Committece to be established under the above mentioned Convention ...";

(b) by replacing the words "is not authorized" by "will not be authorized”; and
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(c) by revising the words "non-States parties" to read "States not parties". He
concluded with an amendment to the single operative paragraph of E/CN.6/L.7T59,
eliminating the text beginning with the phrase: '"to be applied by the
Commission ...'", and substituting the following: "and report to the Commission

at its twenty-ninth session'.

200. Subsequently, the observer for Austria proposed a further amendment to the
operative paragraph of draft resolution E/CN.6/L.759 by inserting the phrase "which,
meeting at the seat of the United Nations at Vienna, is ..." after the phrase

"... of the Council," and before the phrase "... to study procedures for dealing
with communications relating to the status of women ..."'. The amendment by Austria

was accepted by the sponsors of the draft resolution.

201. The Secretary of the Commission made a statement concerning the financial
implications of the draft resolution (see annex IV).

202. The representative of Bulgaria then requested a vote by roll-call,

203. At its T22nd meeting, on 5 March 1980, the Commission adopted draft resolution
E/CH.6/L.759, as orally revised, by 17 votes to 5, with 6 abstentions (see chap. I,
sect. A, draft resolution X). The voting was as follows:

In favour: Belgium, Finland, France, Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana,
Guatemala, Honduras, Japan, Lesotho, New Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, Peru,
Senegal, Uganda, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United
States of America.

Against: Bulgaria, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, German Democratic Republic, Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics.

Abstaining: China, India, Iraq, ldalaysia, Pakistan, Trinidad and Tobago.

20L4. The representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, in explanation
of her vote against, cited three specific reasons therefor: (a) there was no legal
foundation which permitted the Commission on the Status of Women to consider these
communications since Economic and Social Council resolution 1503 (XLVIII) did not
allow the Commission to take up this item on its agenda; (b) the Economic and Social
Council itself has not yet taken a decision on this matter vis-d-vis the Commission
on the Status of Wemen; and (c) there were financial implications to draft
resolution E/CN.6/L.759 which her delegation could not support.

205, The representative of Finland, in explanation of her vote in favour of draft
resolution E/CN.6/L.T759, reiterated the position of those delegations who had
supported the draft resolution, emphasizing that the procedures of the Commission
on the Status of Women for considering such communications should be strengthened
and that the ad hoc group of experts which would be convened (under the operative
para. of this draft resolution) would indeed take into account the procedures

of the Commission on Human Rights to deal with communications and in particular
study Economic and Social Council resolution 1503 (XLVIII),

206. In addition, under item 7 of the agenda, the Commission considered two other
draft resolutions which related to the substance of issues raised in the confidential
list of communications concerning the status of women (8.W. Communications List

No. 19).
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20T7. The representative of France introduced a draft resolution entitled:
"Fundamental freedoms guaranteed to individuals" (E/CN.6/L.T61).

208. Subsequently, Ghana, Japan, Lesotho, Peru, Uganda, the United Kingdom and the
United States of America became sponsors of the draft resolution.

209. The representative of Bulgaria argued that his delegation objected to draft
resolution E/CN.6/L.T61 for the same reasons that his delegation had woted against
draft resolution E/CN.6/L.759. He requested that a roll-call vote be taken.

210. At the same meeting, on 5 March 1980, the Commission adopted draft resolution
E/CN.6/L.T61 by 18 votes to 4, with 7 abstentions (see chap. I, sect. A, draft
resolution XI). The voting was as follows:

In favour: Belgium, Finland, France, Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana,
Guatemala, Honduras, Japan, Lesotho, New Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, Peru, Senegal,
Trinidad and Tobago, Uganda, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
United States of America.

Against: Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, German Democratic Republic, Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics.

Abstaining: China, Cuba, India, Iraq, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, lMalaysia,
Pakistan.

211. The representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, in explanation
of her vote, stated that it was not based on the substance of draft resolution
E/CN.6/L.761, but on the procedural question of including item 7 "Communications
concerning the status of women'" on the agenda of the twenty-eighth session of the
Commission. As she had explained in reference to draft resolution E/CN.6/L.T59,
her vote against draft resolution E/CN.6/L.761 was based on the same procedural
argument.

212, Subsequently, the representative of France, at the same meeting, introduced a
draft resolution entitled: "Communications concerning the status of women"
(E/CN.6/L.762) especially regarding the conditions in which women are detained in
the process of being prosecuted, indicted or imprisoned. The representatives of
the Federal Republic of Germany, Chena, Guatemslsa, Honduras, Japan, Lesotho, Peru,
Senegal and the United States of America and the observers from Portugal and Spain
announced that they would sponsor draft resolution E/CN.6/L.T762.

213. The representative of Bulgaria stated that the United Nations Committee on
Crime Prevention and Control was concerned with this question, and no specific
mandate had been given to the Commission on the Status of Women to deal with this
issue. He subsequently requested a roll-call vote on draft resolution E/CN.6/L.T62.

214, At the same meeting, on 5 March 1980, the Commission adopted draft resolution
E/CN.6/L.T62 by 18 votes to L4, with T abstentions (see chap. I, sect. A, draft
resolution XII). The voting was as follows:

In favour: Belgium, Finland, France, Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana,
Guatemala, Honduras, Japan, Lesotho, New Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, Peru, Senegal,
Trinidad and Tobago, Uganda, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
United States of America.
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Against: Bulgaria, Czechoslcvakia, German Democratic Republic, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republiecs.

Abstaining: China, Cuba, India, Iraq, Libyan Arab Jamshiriya, lMalaysia,
Pakistan.
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VII. PROGRAMME COF WORK, INCLUDING DRAFT PROVISIONAL AGENDA
FOR THE TWENTY-NINTH SESSION OF THE COMMISSION
/agenda item 8/

215. The Commission considered agenda item 8 at its 722nd meeting, on 5 March 1980,
It had before it the proposed programme budget for the biennium 1980-1981; hS/

the proposed medium-term plan for the period 1980-1983; 46/ a note by the Secretary-
General containing a draft provisional agenda for the twenty-ninth session of the
Commission on the Status of Women (E/CN.6/640); and a note by the Secretariat
entitled "Implementation of the Programme for the Decade for Action to Combat

Racism and Racial Discrimination™ (E/CN.6/6L41).

216. The Assistant Director of the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian
Affairs drew attention to the principal elements of the proposed programme budget
and the proposed medium-term plan for the period 1980-1983, and described the
documentation to be prepared by the Advancement of Women Branch of the Centre for
Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs in connexion with each.

Draft provisional annotated agenda for the twenty-ninth
session of the Commission on the Status of Women

217. In accordance with Economic and Social Council resolution 1894 (LVII), the
Commission had before it a note by the Secretariat (E/CN.6/6L0) containing the
following draft provisional annotated agenda for the twenty-ninth session

1. Election of officers

/Leglslatlve authority: rule 15 of the rules of procedure of functional
commissions of the Economic and Social Council (E/5979)/

2. Adoption of the agenda
/Leglslatlve authority: Economic and Social Council resolution
1894 (LVII) of 1 August 19Tk, rules 5 and T of the rules of procedure
(E/597Sl/

3. Review and appraisal of progress achieved in the implementation of the
World Plan of Action

/[Legislative authority: General Assembly resolution 3490 (XXX);
Economic and Social Council resolution 2060 (LXII)/

Documentation

Report of the Secretary~General

45/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-fourth Session,
Supplement No. 6 (A/34/6), vol. I, pp. 240-243,

46/ Ibid., Thirty-third Session, Supplement No. 6 (A/33/6/Rev.l), vol. IV,
pp. 2TL4-282.
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L.

7.

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women

Zikgislative authority: General Assembly resolution 3h/1897
Documentation
Report of the Secretary -General on the status of the Convention
Report of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women to the General Assembly through the Economic and Social Council
and transmitted by the Secretary-General for the information of the
Commission
Participation of women in the struggle for the strengthening of
international peace and security and against colonialism, racism,
racial discrimination, aggression, occupation and all forms of foreign

domination

/Legislative authority: General Assembly resolutions 32/142 and
34/158 and Economic and Social Council resolution 1978/29/

Documentation

Report of the Secretary-General
Measures taken to implement the Programme for the United Nations Decade
for Viomen by organizations within the United Nations system and by

intergovernmental organizations

/Leglslatlve authority: Economic and Social Council_resolutions
k8 B (IV), 154 F (VII), 821 IV B (XXXII) and 1978/34/

Documentation

Report of the Secretary-General on United Nations activities during
the period 1980-1981

Report of the ILO on its activities of special interest to women
Report of UNESCO on its activities of special interest to women
Report of FAO on its activities of special interest to women
Report of WHO on its activities of special interest to women
Report of the Inter-American Commission of Women
Report of the Commission on the Status of Arab Women

Condition of women and children

/Leglslatlve authority: General Assembly resolutions 3318 (XXX),
34/24 and Economic and Social Council resolution 1687 (LII)/
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Documentation

Report of the Commission on the Status of Women on the situation of
women and children living under racist minority régimes, and of women
and children living in the occupied Arab territories and other
Jccupied territories

Report of the Secretary-General on the condition of women and children
in emergency and armed conflict

8. Communications concerning the status of women

Liégislative authority: Economic and Social Council resolutions
76 (V) and 304 (XI)/

Documentation

A non-confidential list containing a brief summary of communications
which deal with the principles relating to the promotion of women's
rights in the political, economic, civil, social and educational fields

A confidential list of other communications concerning the status of
women

9. Effect of transnational corporations on the status of women in southern
Africa

/Legislative authority: Economic and Social Council resolution

1978/33/
Documentation
Report of the Secretary-General

10. Programme of future work, including a draft provisional agenda for the
thirtieth session

11. Adoption of the report of the Commission on its twenty-ninth session

218. A number of representatives requested clarification in respect of agenda

item 5 of the draft annotated provisional agenda. The Assistant Secretary-General
for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs explained that the Commission, in
its discussion of agenda item 4 of the present session, had adopted the resolution
contained in document E/CN.6/639, which brought before the Economic and Social
Council and the General Assembly the matter of a draft declaration on the
participation of women in the struggle for the strengthening of international peace
and security and against colonialism, racism, racial discrimination, foreign
aggression and occupation and all forms of foreign domination. However, that had
not precluded the continuing study of the matter in itself, and consequently, on
the basis of the legislative authorities provided by General Assembly resolutions
32/142 and 34/158 and Economic and Social Council resolution 1978/29, it remained
one which the Commission might wish to examine at its twenty~-ninth session

219. The representatives of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republies requested that
the Commission vote to retain agenda item 5 of the draft provisional annotated
agenda for the twenty-ninth session. The representative of Senegal requested that,
prior to giving its attention to the request of the Union of Soviet Socialist
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Republics, the Commission should vote on his proposal to delete that agenda item.
On the basis of part 2 of rule 65 of the rules of procedure of the functional
commissions of the Economic and Social Council, a vote was taken on whether or not
to give priority to voting on the proposal of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics. By a vote of 17 to 8, with 3 abstentions, it was decided not to give
priority to that proposal. The representative of Senegal then requested that the
Commission vote on his proposal by a roll-call vote.

220. The Commission adopted by 18 votes to 8, with 3 abstentions, the proposal by
Senegal that item 5 be deleted from the draft provisional annotated agenda for the
twenty-ninth session of the Commission, as set out in document E/CN.6/640. The
voting was as follows:

In favour: Belgium, Finland, France, Germany Federal Republic of, Ghana,
Guatemala, Japan, Lesotho, Malaysia, New Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, Peru, Senegal,
Trinidad and Tobago, Uganda, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
United States of America.

Against: Bulgaria, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, German Democratic Republic, India,
Iraq, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.

Abstaining: China, Honduras, Pakistan.

221. The representative of Czechoslovakia requested a roll-call vote on her
prorosal that item 8 be deleted from the draft provisional annotated agenda for
the twenty-ninth session of the Commission, as set out in document E/CN.6/640.

222. The Commission rejected the proposal of Czechoslovakia by a vote of 17 to 9,
with 3 abstentions. The voting was as follows:

In favour: Bulgaria, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, German Democratic Republic, India,

Iraq, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Malaysia, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.

Against: Belgium, Finland, France, Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana,
Guatemala, Honduras, Japan, Lesotho, New Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, Peru, Senegal,
Uganda, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of
America.

Abstaining: China, Pakistan, Trinidad and Tobago.

223. The representative of Belgium introduced an additional item to be included in
the draft provisional annotated agenda for the twenty--ninth session on the
condition of migrant women and children. After several representatives expressed

)

|

1

themselves as satisfied that agenda item 7, on the condition of women and children,

referred. to certain very specific but different matters, it was suggested that the
matter proposed by the representative of Belgium should be a separate agenda item.

22, By 21 votes to none, with 8 abstentions, the Commission, at its 722nd meeting
approved the provisional agenda for the twenty-ninth session and recommended to the
Economic and Social Council that it should be approved (see chap. I, sect. B,

draft decision).

225. Before the vote, the representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

asked that her reservations concerning the draft provisional annotated agenda be
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included in the report of the meeting. The representative of Bulgaria expressed
reservations concerning the revised draft provisional annotated agenda for the
reason of the exclusion from it of the agenda item on participation of women in the
struggle for the strengthening of international peace and for the reason of the
retention of agenda item 8. Because of its reservations on these roints her
delegation would abstain from the vote. The representatives of Cuba and Iraq
expressed the same reservations.

226. After the vote, the representative of Czechoslovakia explained that her
abstention reflected the very great disappointment of her delegation that the agenda
item on participation of women in the struggle for the strengthening of international
peace had been excluded. The representative of China explained that, although her
delegation had voted in favour of the revised draft provisional agenda, it had
reservations concerning inclusion of agenda item 8, and asked that these be noted

in the report of the meeting. The representative of the German Democratic Republic
explained that his delegation had abstained because of its reservations concerning
exclusion of the agenda items on the participation of women in the struggle for the
strengthening of international peace and the retention of agenda item 8. The
representatives of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, India and Irag explained that their
abstention reflected the same reservations. The representative of Pakistan
explained that although her delegation had voted in favour of approval of the draft
provisional annotated agenda as a whole, it had reservations concerning retention of
draft agenda item 8. The representatives of Finland and Ghana explained that their
delegations had voted in favour also but that they had reservations concerning the
new item 5 of the revised draft provisional agenda, as this matter would be before
the Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly prior to the twenty-ninth
session of the Commission. They considered that the decisions of those bodies
should not be prejudged.

227. At the same meeting, the representative of France, on behalf also of
Madagascar, Nigeria and Senegal, introduced a draft resolution entitled "Programme
of work, including draft provisional agenda for the twenty-ninth session of the
Commission" (E/CN.6/L.763). Subsequently, Hortduras, the Ivory Coast, the Libyan
Arab Jamahiriya and the United States were added as sponsors.

228. In respect of operative paragraph 1 of the draft resolution, The Assistant
Secretary-General for Social Development and Humenitarian Affairs explained that no
report on the application of the Convention for the Suppression of Traffic in
Persons and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others had ever been
prepared for the Commission since neither the General Assembly nor the Economic
and Social Council had ever given a mandate to do so.

229. The representative of Trinidad and Tobago prorosed that in operative
paragraph 2 of draft resolution E/CN.6/L.763, the word "encouraging" should be
replaced by the words '"which encourage'. She alsc proposed an amendment to the
preamble, adding, after the words, "The Commission on the Status of Women'", the
following text: "Recommends to the Economic and Social Council the adoption of the
following draft resolution'.

230. The representative of France, on behalf of the sponsors, revised operative
paragraph 3 by deleting the words 'the Economic and Social Council to ask". The
representative of Cuba proposed that in operative paragraph 3, the words '"programme
for the World Conference’ should be replaced by "programme of action to be adopted
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at the World Conference”’. The representative of Ghana proposed the deletion of the
word “chief" before the word "vietims' at the end of operative paragraph 3.

231. The representative of France, on behalf of the sponsors, accepted the proposed
amendments.

232. The Commission then adopted the draft resolution E/CN.6/L.763, as revised
(see chap. 1, sect. A, draft resolution XIITI).

VIII. REPORT OF THE gpMMISSION ON ITS TWENTY—EIGHTH’SESSION
/agenda item 9/

233. The Commission regretted that, within the eight working days allotted, it had
not been able to proceed to the consideration of its draft report to the Economic
and Social Council (E/CN.6/L.T48 and Add.1-9 and Add.13). It therefore, at

11.24 p.m. at its 722nd meeting, on 5 March 1980, decided to entrust to the
Rapporteur the preparation of the report in final form.
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IX. RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE COMMISSION
AT ITS TWENTY~EIGHTH SESSION

234. The following resolutions were adopted by the Commission at its twenty-eighth
session:

1 (XXVIII) Welfare of female migrant workers and
wives of migrent workers

[fbr the text, see chap. I, sect. C;7

2 (XXVIII) International Year of Disabled Persons

The Commission on the Status of Women,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 3447 (XXX) of 9 December 1975
proclaiming the Declaration on the Rights of Disabled Persons,

Further recalling General Assembly resolution 31/123 of 16 December 1976,
by which it proclaimed the year 1981 International Year of Disabled Persons,

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 34/154 of 17 December 1979,
concerning the activities of the International Year of Disabled Persons and
more specifically the Plan of Action for the International Year of Disabled
Persons and the consideration of a draft long-term programme of action,

Conscious that among disabled persons women often suffer from double
discrimination and their situation deserves, therefore, special attention,

Considering that the Commission has recommended that specific measures
be envisaged for disabled women within the framework of the programme of action
for the second half of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace, and more particularly as regards the education of women
in disability prevention,

Taking note with interest of the statement made before the Commission by
the Executive Secretary of the International Year of Disabled Persons,

1. Requests the Secretary-General in implementing the Plan of Action for
the International Year of Disabled Persons adopted by the General Assembly EI/
to ensure that the activities envisaged therein, particularly as regards disability
prevention, give special attention to the situation of women;

2. Requests the Secretary-General of the World Conference of the United
Nations Decade for Women to convey to the Conference at Copenhagen the concerns

47/ See A/34/158 and Corr.1l,
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of the Commission over the situation of disabled women and its views as regards
the special measures which should be envisaged in terms of disability prevention
through education of parents in general and young mothers in particular;

3. Invites the Executive Secretary of the International Year of Disabled
Persons, in the execution of the Plan of Action for the Year to harmonize
its activities, and more rarticularly the draft long-term programme of action,
with the programme of action for the second half of the Decade, so that these
activities might mutually reinforce each other.

—69-



X. ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION

Opening and duration of the session

235. The Commission on the Status of Women held its twenty-eighth session at
the Vienna International Centre, from 25 February to 5 March 1980. The Commission
held 17 plenary meetings (T706th to 722nd meetings).

236. The session was opened by the Assistant Secretary-General for Social

Development and Humanitarian Affairs. The Minister of State for General lomen's
Affairs of Austria, Johanna Dohnal, addressed the Commission.

Attendance

237. All States members of the Commission were represented. Observers of other
States Members of the United Nations, representatives of bodies of the United
Nations system, intergovernmental organizations and non-governmental organizations
also attended the session. A complete list is given in annex I to the present
report.

238. At its opening meeting (706th meeting), the Commission elected the following
officers by acclamation:

Chairman: Helga Hoerz (German Democratic Republic)
Vice-Chairman: Carmela Aguilar (Peru)
Rapporteur: Marijke Van Hemeldonck (Belgium)

239. At the T70Tth meeting the Commission completed its Bureau by electing the
following as Vice-Chairmen: M. Morrison {Lesotho) and Gulzar Bano (Pakistan).

Apenda
240. The Commission considered its agenda at its 706th meeting. It had before it
the provisional agenda (E/CN.6/621) drawn up by the Secretary-General in
consultation with the Chairman of the Commission at its twenty-seventh session.
The Commission also had before it a report on the state of preparedness of
documentation for the session submitted by the Secretariat in conformity with
Economic and Social Council resolution 1979/69 and General Assembly resolution 34/50.

241. At the same meeting, the Commission adopted the agenda as contained in
document, L/CN.6/61.

Orpanization of work

242, The Commission considered the organization of the work of the session on the
basis of a note by the tecretariat (E/CN.6/L.TWT). Tt decided, at its T06th meeting,
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to consider the items on its agenda (E/CN.6/621) in the followine order: 3, 5, 4,
6, T, 8 and 9. A revised note on the organization of the work of the session

was subsequently issued (E/CN.6/L.T4T/Rev.l) to reflect the decision taken by the
Commission in this regard.

Waiver of rule 52

243, At the T20th meeting, on 5 March 1980, the representative of the United
States proposed, in accordance with rule 52 of the rules of procedure of the
functional commissions (E/5975), that the 2L-hour rule should be

waived in respect of all proprosals which had been submitted in writing by

6 p.m. on 4 March. The proposal was adopted by 21 votes to none, with

6 abstentions, in a roll-call vote requested by the representative of Bulgaria.

Resolutions and recommendations

24Lk. The draft resolutions recommended for adoption by the Economic and Social
Council are reproduced in chapter I of the present report.

245. The documents before the Commission at the twenty-eighth session are listed

in annex V. The administrative and financial implications taken by the Comm