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I . MATTERS THAT REQUIRE ACTION BY, OR ARE BROUGHT TO THE
ATTENTION OF, THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL

A. Draft resolutions

1. The Commission on the Status of Women recommended the followin~ draft
resolutions for adoption by the Economic and Social Council:

I

Draft Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination
against Women y

The Economic and Social Council~

Considering General Assembly resolution 3521 (XXX) of 15 December 1975, in
which the Assembly requested the Commission on the Status of Women to complete~

in 1976, the elaboration of the draft Convention on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women,

Having taken note of the draft Convention elaborated by the Commission at itE
twenty-sixth session,

Submits to the General Assembly the draft Convention on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women annexed to the present resolution.

~ See paras. 5-216.
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ANNEX

Draft Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination
against Women

PREAMBLE

The States Parties to the present Convention,

Noting that the Charter of the United Nations reaffirmed faith in fundamental
human rights, in the disnity and worth of the human person and in the equal rights
of men and women,

Noting that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights affirms the principle
of the inadmissibility of discrimination and proclaims that all human beings are
born free and equal in dignity and rights and that everyone is entitled to all the
riehts and freedoms set forth therein, without distinction of any kind, includin~

distinction based on sex,

Noting that under the international covenants on human rights, States have the
obligation to secure the equal right of men and women to enjoy all economic~ social,
cultural, civil and political rights,

Considering the conventions concluded under the auspices of the United Nations
and the specialized agencies and the resolutions, declarations and recommendations
adopted by them promoting equality of rights of women and men,

Concerned, however, that despite those various instruments, extensive
discrimination against women continues to exist,

Recalling that discrimination against women violates the principles of
equality of rights and respect for human dignity, is an obstacle to the
participation of women, on equal terms with men, in the political, social, economic
and cultural life of their countries, hampers the growth of the prosperity of
society and the family, and makes more difficult the full development of the
potentialities of women in the service of their countries and humanity,

Concerned particularly that scientific and technological progress has, in
general, improved the potential for employment and the development of new skills
but without benefitinr, women to the same extent as men,

AffirminR that the strengthening of international peace and security, friendly
co-operation among States irrespective of their social and economic systems, total
and complete disarmament under strict and effective international control, the
elimination of colonialism and racism in all their forms including apartheid,
elimination of the gap between developing and developed countries, and the right
to self-determination are vital in promoting the fundamental rights of women in
the achievement of which they should play their full part,

Convinced that the full and complete development of a country, the welfare of
the world and the cause of peace require the maximum participation of women on
equal terms with men in all fields,
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Bearing in mind the great contribution of women to the development of society,
so far not fully recognized, the social significance of maternity and of the role
of parents in the family and in the rearinB of children,

Determined to implement the principles set forth in the Declaration on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women and ~ for that purpose, to adopt the
measures required for the elimination of such discrimination de facto or de jure,

Have a~reed upon the following:

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1

For the purpose of the present Convention the term "discrimination against
women" shall mean any distinction, exclusion or restriction made on the basis of'
six which has the effect of or the purpose of impairing or nUllifying the
recognition, enjoyment or exercise by women, on a basis of equality with men, of'
human rights and fundamental freedoms in the political, economic, social, cultural
or any other field of pUblic life.

Article 2

The States Parties condemn discrimination against women and undertake to
pursue, by all appropriate means and without delay, a policy of eliminating
discrimination against women and, to this end:

(a) Each State Party undertakes to embody the principle of the equality of
men and women in its national Constitution if not yet incorporated therein~ and
to ensure, through law or other appropriate means, the practical realization of
this principle;

(b) Each State Party undertakes to adopt legislative and/or all other
appropriate measures, accompanied by sanctions~ prohibiting all discrimination
against women and guaranteeing the realization of the principle of equality of
rights;

(£) Each State Party undertakes to establish legal protection for equal
rights of men and women;

(d) Each State Party undertakes to engage in no act or practice of'
discrimination against women and to ensure that pUblic authorities and public
institutions shall act in conformity with this obligation;

(e) Each State Party shall endeavour to take all preventive measures to
eliminate discrimination against women by any person or organization;

(r) Each State Party shall take all appropriate measures, including
legislation, to modify or abolish existing laws, regulations, customs and practices
which are discriminatory to women;
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(<,) Each State Party shall endeavour to promote organi zab i ons and moveuients
whose purpose is to advance the status of women and eliminate discrimination
against them.

Article 3

The States Parties shall undertake in all fields, in particular the political~

social. economic and cultural, all appropriate measures, including legislation, to
ensure the full development and advancement of women, for the purpose of
guaranteeinv them the exercise and enjoyment of human rights and fundamental
freedoms on a basis of equality with men.

Article 4

1. Adoption by States of temporary special measures aimed at ,accelerating
de facto equality shall not be considered discriminatory but shall in no way entail"
as a consequence. the maintenance of unequal or separate standards and should be
discontinued when the objectives of equality of opportunity and treatment have
been achieved.

2. Adoption by States of special measures, including those measures contained in
the present Convention, aimed at protecting maternity, shall not be considered
discriminatory.

Article 5

1. The States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to modify the social
and cultural patterns of conduct of men and women, with a view to achieving the
elimination of prejudices and customary and all other practices which are based on
the idea of the inferiority or the superiority of either of the sexes or on
stereotyped roles for men and women.

2. Suitable family education should include a proper understanding of motherhood
as a social function and the recognition of the common responsibility of both men
and women in the upbringing and development of their children.

Article 6

Each State Party agrees to repeal all provisions of national penal codes
which constitute discrimination against women.

Article 7

Each State Party agrees to take all appropriate measures. including
leGislation, to combat all forms of traffic in women and exploitation of
prostitution of women.
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Article 8

The States Parties shall undertake all appropriate measures to ensure to women,
on equal terms with men and without any discrimination, equal opportunities to
participate in the political and public life of' the country and, in particular:

(~) To vote in all elections and be eligible for election to all publicly
elected bodies;

(!!-) To participate in the formulation of' government policy and the
administration thereof' and to hold public office and perform all pUblic functions
at the national and local levels;

(£) To vote in all public referenda;

(~) To participate in non-governmental organizations and associations
concerned with the pUblic and political life of the country.

Article 9

1. The States Parties shall grant spouses equal rights to acquire, change or
retain their nationality and shall require, in particular, that neither marriage
of a person to, nor dissolution of marriage from, an alien nor the change of
nationality by an alien person during marriage shall automatically change one's
nationality, render one stateless or force upon one the nationality of the spouse.

2. Each State Party agrees that the alien husband or wife of one of its nationals
may, at his or her request, acquire the nationality of his or her spouse throu~h

specially privileged naturalization procedures; the granting of such nationality
is subject to such limitations as may be imposed in the interests of national
security, public policy or certain penal or administrative provisions taken
against the applicant.

3. Each State Party agrees that the present Convention shall not be construed as
affecting any legislation or judicial practice by which the alien husband or wife
of one of its nationals may, at his/her request, acquire his/her spouse's
nationality as a matter of right.

4. The States Parties agree to grant women equal rights with men to transmit
their nationality to their children.

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC RIGHTS

Article 10

Each State Party agrees to take all appropriate measures to ensure to women,
married or unmarried, equal rights with men in the field of education. which
education shall be directed towards the full development of the human personality
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and the sense of its dir,nity and shall strengthen the respect for human rights and
fundamental freedoms. In particular, each State shall ensure:

(a) Equal conditions for career guidance, access to studies and achievement
of a diploma in educational establishments of all categories in rural as well as
in urban areas; this equality is to be ensured in pre-schooling, general, technical ~

professional and higher, including higher technical education, as well as in all
types of vocational training;

(b) Equal access to the same curricula, the same examinations, teaching staf~

with q~alifications of the same standard and school premises and equipment of the
same quality, whether the institutions are coeducational or not;

(~) The speedy achievement of coeducation, which will also help to eliminate
any stereotyped concept of masculine and feminine roles, at all levels and in all
forms of education;

(~) Equal opportunities to benefit from scholarships and other study grants;

(e) Equal opportunity for access to programmes of continuing education,
including adult and functional literacy programmes, particularly aimed at reducing~

at the earliest possible time, the knowledge gap existing between men and women;

(L) Measures to reduce the school drop~out rate among girls and the provision
of programmes for young girls who have left school too early;

(R) Access to specific educational information to help ensure the health and
well-being of families, this to include information and advice on family planning.

Article 11

1. The States Parties shall undertake to adopt all appropriate measures to ensure
to women~ married or unmarried, equal rights with men in the field of economic and
social life and, in particular:

(~) The right to work as an inalienable right of all human beings;

(~) The right, without discrimination on grounds of civil status or any
other grounds, to receive vocational training and retraining, to free choice of
profession and employment and to promotion and job security;

(c) ~he right to equal remuneration with men for work of equal value and to
equality of treatment in respect of the evaluation of quality of work of equal
value, as defined in the Convention of the International Labour Organisation on
this subject;

(~) The right, equally with men, to social security, particularly in case of
retirement, unemployment, sickness, invalidity and old age or other incapacity to
work, as well as the right to paid leave;

(~) The right to family benefits on equal terms for men and women;
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(£) Equal employment opportunities for women and prevention of discrimination
in employment on the basis of sex.

2. In order to prevent discrimination against women on ac~ount of marriage or
maternity and to ensure their effective right tq work, the States Parties shall
undertake measures:

(~) Prohibiting, subject to the imposition of penalties, dismissal on
grounds of marria~e, pre8nancy or maternity leave~

(b) Progressively to introduce paid leave for pregnancy and maternity
without loss of the job held and without loss of social allowances and benefits~
the periods of leave being treated as equivalent to periods of work actually
performed; the cost of this protection should be borne by social security systems
or other public funds or collective systems;

(c) To encourage the provision of the necessary supportive social services,
including possibilities of child-care services, and to grant women free medical
services during pregnancy, confinement and the post-natal period.

Article 12

The States Parties shall take all measures to eliminate discrimination against
women in rural areas in order to guarantee them equality as participants in and
beneficiaries of agricultural and rural development and particularly the right to:

(~) Participate fully in the formulation and implementation of development
planning from the local to the national levels;

(b) Receive adequate medical and health facilities, including family plannin~

advice--and services, as well as personal rights to social security on an equal
footing with men;

(~
including
extension

(d)

Obtain all types of training and education, formal and non-formal,
functional literacy, as well as the benefit of all community and
services;

Participate equally in all community activities includin~ co-operatives~

(e) Obtain equal access to credit and loans, marketing facilities,
appropriate technologies and equal treatment in land and a~rarian reform as well
as in land resettlement schemes.

Article 13

1. The States Parties shall encourage measures to enable parents to combine
fulfilment of family and parental obligations with activity in the labour force,
in professions and in public life and shall, for that purpose, promote the
establishment of child-care facilities as needed, as a co-operative effort of
Government, business and industry and other institutions and organizations ~n the
private sector.
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, k 'luding legislation to ensure the2. Appropr1ate measures shall be ta en, lnc -. . . .
health and safety of all workers, male and female, a,n bhe i r cond.i t.Lons of

€~mployment.

3. Protective le'p;islation applying to women should be reviewed in the light of
scientific and technological knowledge, and should De revised, repealed or extended
to all workers as necessary.

4 Th~ States Parties shall adopt measures to extend special protection to women
f~r types of work proved to be harmful to them from t~e ~tandpoint,of their social
function of reproduction. Such measures shall b~ pe~1~d1cally ~ev1ewed and brought
up to date in cases where such limitations are dlscr1mlnato~y w1~h r~g~rd to free
choice of employment of women and in the light of advances 1n sClent1flc and
technolor;ical knowledge.

CIVIL AND FAJ1ILY RIGHTS

Article 14

1. The States Parties shall accord to women equality with men before the law.

2. The States Parties shall accord to women a civil and legal capacity identical
to that of men, and the exercise of that capacity. They shall in particular give
them e~ual rights to conclude contracts and administer property and treat them
e~ually in all Bta~es of procedure in courts and tribunals.

3. The States Parties agree that all contracts and all other legal instruments
of any kind directed at restricting the legal capacity of women shall be deemed
null and void.

4. The States Parties shall accord to men and women the same rights with regard
to the law on the movement of persons and the freedom to choose their residence
and domi cile .

Article 15

1. The States Parties shall adopt all necessary measures to ensure the full
equality of women with men in all matters relating to marriage and family relations,
includinr;:

The same right as men to enter into the marriage t ts a e:,

(~) The same right as men to free choice of. a spouse and to enter into
marrlage only with their free and full consent;

(£) Equal ri~ht8 and responsibilities withdissolution; men during marriage and at its

(i) E~ua1 rip,hts and responsibilities with men
not, in matters relatinp; to their chiLd . . for women, whether married or

• ) 1 reo; In all cases the interests of thechlldren shall be paramount;
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b

(~) Equal rights of men and women to decide freely and responsibly on the
number and spacin~ of their children and to have access to the information,
education and means to enable them to exercise this right;

([) Recognition of equal rights and responsibilities to be guardians and
trustees, and also of an equal right to adopt children;

(&) Recognition of the equal personal rights of husband and wife, including
the right to choose a family name, a profession and an occupation:.

(h) Recognition of equal rights of both spouses in respect of the ownership,
acquisition, management, administration, enjoyment, disposition - whether free of
charge or for a valuable consideration - or inheritance of property, whether it be
property owned by one spouse or joint property.

2. The betrothal and the marriage of a child shall be prohibited and effective
action, inclUding leeislation, shall be taken to specify a minimum age for marriage
and to make the registration of marriages in an official registry compulsory.

3. To eliminate discrimination against single parents and to give effect to the
principle proclaimed in the Declaration of the Rights of the Child that all
children shall be protected, irrespective of the circumstances of their birth, the
States Parties shall provide that all children shall enjoy equal rights and equal
legal and social protection. .

FINAL PROVISIONS

Article 16

1. Nothing in the present Convention shall affect the prOV;LSl.OnS 'of domestic
legislation in force in a State Party if they are more favourable to women.

2. Similarly, nothing in the present Convention shall affect existing conventions
adopted under the auspices of the United Nations or the specialized agencies and
having as their object the regulation of various aspects of the status of women,
if they provide for more extensive rights for women.

Article 17

1. The present Convention shall be open for signature by all States.

2. The present Convention is subject to ratification. Instruments of
ratification shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

3. The present Convention shall be open to accession by any State. Accession
shall be effected by the deposit of an instrument of accession with the Secretary­
General of the United Nations.
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Article 18

1. A request for the r-evas ron of the present Convention may be made taht an
s

y timte
f a notl' fl' c a~ l' on in writing, addressed to e ecre ar~by any State Party by means 0 ,v ,

General of the United Nations.

2. The General Assembly of the United Nations shall decide upon the steps~ if
any, to be taken in respect of such a request.

Article 19 5J
1. The States Parties undertake to adopt measures at the national level,
including the establishment of machinery and procedures~ aimed a~ achieving the
full realization of the rights recognized in the present Conventlon.

2. (~) Every two years following the entry into force of the present Convention~

the States Parties undertake to submit to the Secretary-General of the United
Nations reports on the legislative, jUdicial. administrative or other measures
which they have adopted and on the progress made in Lmp'Lement ing the provisions of
the Convention; reports may indicate factors and difficulties affecting the degree
of fulfilment of obligations under the Convention;

(b) In preparing their reports, the States Parties shall make use of national
machinery established to promote the advancement of women and of appropriate
non-governmental organizations;

(c) The States Parties shall furnish their reports in staees, in accordance
with a-programme to be established by the ad hoc Group set up under this article
after consultation with the states Parties and the specialized agencies concerned.

3. For the purpose of considering the progress made in the implementation of the
present Convention by the States Parties~ the Commission on the Status of Women
shall establish an ad hoc Group consisting of ten to fifteen persons. The Group
shall be elected by the Commission from among its own members who are States
Parties to the Convention and from an additional list of persons nominated by
States Parties to the Convention who are not members of the Commission,
consideration being given to the principle of equitable geographical distribution
and representation of differing legal systems. Those elected to the Group shall
serve in their personal capacity and shall be elected for a two-year term.

gj For administrative and financial implications, see annex Ill, paras. 1-4.
-10-

4. The ad hoc Group shall normally meet for a period of not more than two weeks
before the opening of the regular session of the Commission on the Status of Women,
to consider the reports submitted in accordance with paragraph 2 above.

5. The ad hoc Group shall report to the Commission on the Status of Women on its
activities and may make general recommendations based on the examination of the
reports from the States Parties. The Commission shall transmit the report of the
Group, together with its own comments, to the Economic and Social Council.

6. Specialized agencies shall be entitled to be represented at different stages
of the consideration of the implementation of such provisions of the present
Convention as fall within the scope of their activities. They shall be entitled to
submit reports on the implementation of relevant instruments adopted by them or
under their auspices. '



7. The Economic and Social Council shall submit periodically to the United Nations
General Assembly reports with Y'prnmmpnnR.t.ious of a general nature and a summary of
the Lnfo rmat.Lou received from the States Parties to the present Convention and the
speci I'll i 7,prl agt:Ilcies on the measures taken and the progress made in achieving full
observance of the rights recognized in the present Convention.

8. The Economic and Social Council may bring to the attention of other organs of
the United Nations, their SUbsidiary organs and specialized agencies concerned with
furnishing technical assistance any matters arising out of the reports referred to
in this part of the present Convention, Which may assist such bodies in deciding,
each within its field of competence, on the advisability of international measures
likely to contribute to the effective progressive implementation of the present
Convention.

Article 20

1. The present Convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth day after the
date of deposit with the Secretary-General of the United Nations of the twentieth
instrument of ratification or accession.

2. For each State ratifying the present Convention or acceding to it after the
deposit of the twentieth instrument of ratification or accession, the Convention
shall enter into force on the thirtieth day after the date of the deposit of its
own instrument of ratification or accession.

Article 21

The Secre-t;ary-General of the United Nations shall inform States of the
following:

(~) Signatures, ratifications and accessions under article 17;

(~) The date of entry into force of the present Convention under article 20.

Article 22

The present Convention, the Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish
texts of which are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of the
United Nations. Duly certified copies of the present Convention shall be
transmitted to the Governments of the signatory and acceding States.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, duly authorized, have signed the present
Convention.

An additional article on reservations

L. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall receive and circulate to all
3tates which are or may become Parties to the present Convention the text of
reservations made by States at the time of ratification or accession. Any State
Nhich objects to the reservation shall, within a period of ninety days from the
late of the said communication, notify the Secretary-General that it does not
accept it.
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2. A reservation incompatible with the object and purpose of the present
Convention shall not be permitted, nor shall a reservation the effect of which
would inhibit the operation of the ad hoc Group established by the Convention be
allowed. A reservation shall be considered incompatible or inhibitive if at least
two thirds of the States Parties to the Convention object to it.

3. Reservations may be withdrawn at any time by notification to this effect
addressed to the Secretary-General. Such notification shall take effect on the
date on which it is received. 1/

]/ The Style Committee is to determine the place of this article in the
draft Convention.
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11

National mechanisms to oversee the implementation of the
Programme for the United Nations Decade for Women and the
future Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination

against Women ~/

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling that the General Assembly, in its resolution 3520 (XXX) of
15 December 1975, proclaimed the period 1976-1985 the United Nations Decade for
Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Recalling also that, at the request of the General Assembly, the Commission
on the Status of Women has prepared a draft· Convention on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women,

Bearing in mind the continued attention the Commission on the Status of Women
has given to the importance of machinery at the national level, such as national
commissions and secretariats on the status of women, to ensure the effective
implementation of all the measures recommended by the Commission to promote equality
between men and women,

Aware of the impetus given by the International Women's Year to the creation of
national machinery for promoting the advancement of women,

Noting paragraph 34 of the World Plan of Action for the Implementation of the
Objectives of the International Women's Year, 2J which recommends the establishment
of interdisciplinary and multisectoral machinery within Government,

1. Urges Governments to establish such permanent machinery in order to
ensure the effectiveness of the United Nations Decade for Women and the proper
implementation of the Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women
when it comes into force;

2. Recommends that, in the establishment of such machinery, States make
prOVlSlon for the participation of representatives from Governments,
non-governmental organizations and other bodies, as appropriate, which are in a
position to promote equality between men and women and to bring about changes in
traditional attitudes towards women and men.

~/ See paras. 294-296.
2/ Report of the World Conference of the International Women's Year (United

Nations pUblication, Sales No.: E.76.IV.l), chap. 11, sect. A.
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HI

Training for the preparation and implementation
of project proposals ~/

The Economic and Social Council,

Considering that women should have equal access to participation in the
formulation and implementation of development planning at the local~ national,
regional and international levels,

Considering also that women, for the most part, have not participated in the
systems governing funding allocations and have not had an active role in national
development planning,

Considering further that it is essential for women to acquire the necessary
skills in the preparation of development project proposals, project management and
evaluation procedures,

Concerned that women may continue to be denied participation on an equal basis
with men unless they have the necessary skills,

1. Invites the Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme
and the executive heads of the specialized agencies, wherever possible in
co-ordination with the appropriate international training and research institutes,
regional commissions and national Governments, to organize training programmes for
women and Ivomen's organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in the
preparation of project proposals and in the management and evaluation of these
projects;

2. Suggests that such training incorporate, among other things, the
following:

(a) How to look for needs of the community and formulate a project plan;

(~) How to identifY good project suggestions;

(£) How to determine priorities as they relate to national development;

(d) How to write a proposal, including budget estimates of time, personnel,
equipment and technical support;

(~) How to locate sources of local funding, generate funds and seek new
sources of financial and human resource support from private and government sources;

(K) How to negotiate and obtain support for proposals from potential sources
of funds including contributions in kind;

(£) How to locate and develop management skills among women for the
implementation and evaluation of the project;

£/ See paras. 297-305.
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(~) How to ensure timely and appropriate implementation;

(~J How to evaluate progress of implementation, solve problems and determine
when special assistance is needed to complete the project;

3. Recommends that Member States generate such training at all levels and/or
requests for such training from the United Nations system or other potential donor
groups, with the view that developing the skills of women in such techniques will
prove beneficial in all aspects of project design, execution and evaluation
pertaining to social and economic development;

4. Requests that this kind of training be envisaged as a possible programme
of the planned International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of
Women;

5. Invites all international agencies to prepare reports which include the
f'o.lLowing information:

(~) The frequency of management and training courses, their content and where
and by whom they were organized;

(:!?-) 'I'he extent to which women are integrated in such courses;

(~) How much stress the international agency places on the inclusion of
women in the preparation of project proposals in its work with national Governments;

(~) How much effort has been placed on the dissemination of information, for
example to individual women leaders and women's organizations, about these courses,
as well as other kinds of training and education on formal and informal bases;

(~) Whether participation increases in accordance with the efforts made to
encourage women to take advantage of these courses;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a progress report to the
Commission on the Status of Women at its twenty-seventh session, in 1978, on the
steps taken to implement the present resolution and to submit a further report on
action taken to the Commission at its twenty-eighth session and to the World
Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women, 1980;

7. Expresses the wish that international agencies should themselves set an
example to States by allocating to women an equitable number of responsible posts
in all structures entrusted with the implementation of the present resolution.
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IV

Review and appra.isal of progress made under the International
Development Bt:r:o.tegy for the -Se~;rldU-nited--NationsDevelopment
Decade and in the implementation of the World Plan of Action
for the Implementation of the Ob,;ectives of the International

Women's Year 1/

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 3490 (XXX) and 3520 (XXX) of
12 and 15 December 1975, in which the General Assembly affirmed that a system-wide
review and appraisal of the World Plan of Action for the Implementation of the
Objectives of the International Women's Year '2./ should be undertaken biennially as
an input to the process of review and appraisal of progress made under the
International Development Strategy for the Second United Nations Development
Decade, 8/ taking into account the Programme of Action on the Establishment of a
New Inte;national Economic Order 2/ and the decisions resulting from the sixth and
seventh special sessions of the General Assembly,

Recalling also that the General Assembly, in paragraph 4 of its resolution
3490 (XXX), requested the Commission on the Status of Women to report its findings
and concl.us i ons on major trends and policies with regard to the status of women,
particularly the integration of women in development, to the Economic and Social
Council through the Committee for Development Planning and the Committee on Review
and Appraisal,

Noting that at its twenty-sixth session the Commission on the Status of Women
considered reports submitted by Governments in implementation of the above-mentioned
General Assembly resolutions, as well as of Council resolution 1855 (LVI) of
16 May 1974 (E/CN.6/598 and Add.l and 2),

Recognizing that, within the time-limit given, few Governments were able to
report on measures taken at the national level specifically to implement the World
Plan of Action and that it is therefore difficult at this stage to adopt findings
and conclusions on major global trends and policies with regard to the status of
women,

Believing that the review undertaken by the Commission on the status of Women
at its twenty-sixth session should be considered as a first preliminary review and
appraisal of the implementation of the World Plan of Action and that a more
comprehensive review should be undertaken at the twenty-seventh session in 1978,

Noting the decision of the General Assembly in its resolution 3520 (XXX),
paragraph 20, to convene, in 1980, a world conference of all States to review and
evaluate the progress made in implementing the objectives of the International
HomenTs Year,

1/ See paras. 308-313.

~/ General Assembly resolution 2626 (XXV).

2/ General Assembly resolution 3202 (S-VI).
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1. Notes with interest the following develonments reported during the
period under review in a number of countries: -

C~J The recognition of and commitment to the principle of equality of men
and women and the integration of women in development, ooth for reasons of social
progress and for economic development;

(Q) The adoption or plans for adoption of constitutional and/or legislative
provisions ensuring the principle of non-discrimination on grounds of sex;

(£) The establishment of provisions for equal access at every level of
education and guidance, compulsory education and the measures necessary to promote
co-education and to prevent school drop-outs;

(~) The adoption of comprehensive measures for health education, health
services, sanitation, nutrition, family education, family planning and other
welfare services;

2. Considers that, on the oasis of the material suomitted, action is
urgently needed to improve the situation of women in the following areas in order
to meet the minimum targets set forth in paragraph 46 of the World Plan of Action
for the Implementation of the Objectives of the International Women's Year for the
five-year period 1975-1980:

(~) The enactment of legislation guaranteeing the principle of equality and
non-discrimination on grounds of sex;

(Q) Appropriate measures to inform and advise women of their rights, utiliziYlg
the mass communication media wherever appropriate, and to provide them with
assistance in exercising their rights and responsibilities;

(£) The estaolishment of goals, strategies and time-tables to increase the
participation of women in decision making at local, national and international
levels;

(d) The estaolishment of specific target dates for the elimination of
illite;acy especially among young persons and the provision of the measures
necessary for its maintenance within as short a time as possible for each State;

(~) The provision of life-long and continuing education, training and
retraining facilities to meet the needs and aspirations of women;

(!) The development of modern rural technology, cottage industry, pre-school
day-care centres, and time and energy saving devices to help reduce the heavy
workload and increase the resources of women, particularly those living in rural
sectors and the urban poor;

(R) The creation of new employment and income-producing opportunities for
women and the expansion of existing employment opportunities, and elimination of
discrimination in the terms and conditions of employment on grounds of sex;

(~) The establishment or strengthening of an interdisciplinary and
multisectoral machinery by Governments for accelerating the achievement of equal
opportunities for women and their full integration into national life;
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(i) The establishment and enforcement of measures to facilitate the
combination of family and work responsibilities;

(1) The provision and extension of comprehensivo nnd continuous health and
other social services to unde rpr-Lv i Ler-ed urban an d rural communi tics, including
maternity and child-care services as well as family life education;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to bring the present resolution to the
attention of' the Committee on Development Planning at its thirteenth session in
April 1977 and to the Committee on Review and Appraisal at its fourth session in
May 1977, to~ether with the relevant reports submitted to the Commission on the
Status of Women at its twenty-sixth session (E/CN.6/598 and Add.l and 2) and any
information submitted subsequent to the preparation of these reports;

4. Urges the Committee on Development Planning and the Committee on Review
and Appraisal, in accordance with General Assembly resolution 3490 (XXX),
paragraph 5, to pay special attention to the question of the status of women and
to take into ~ccount the above recommendations in the review and appraisal in 1977
~f the International Development strategy for the Second United Nations Development
Decade;

5. Requests the Secretary-General, in connexion with the next review and
appraisal of the implementation of the World Plan of Action:

(~) To prepare, in consultation with the regional commissions, a questionnaire
on the implementation of the World Plan of Action to be forwarded to Governments
early in 1977;

Cb) To prepare a report on the basis of the replies to the questionnaire for
the consideration of the Commission on the Status of Women at its twenty-seventh
session in January 1978;

6. Also requests the Secretary-General:

(~) To ensure as far as possible that, in 1979, the questionnaire relating to
the implementation of the World Plan of Action shall be forwarded to Governments,
together with the request for information relating to the review and appraisal of
the International Development Strategy;

(£) To prepare a comprehensive report based on the replies to these
questionnaires, for consideration at the twenty-eighth session of the Cornmittee on
the Status of Women and at the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for
Women, 1980.
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Supplementary report on the implementation of the World
Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Objectives

of the International Women's Year 10/

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 3490 (xxx) and 3520 (XXX) of
12 and 15 December 1975, in which the Secretary-General is requested to prepare,
on the basis of the information received from Governments and competent
organizations within the United Nations system, a preliminary progress report~ for
consideration by the General Assembly at its thirty-first session, on the measures
undertaken in implementation of the World Plan of Action for the Implementation of
the Objectives of the International Women's Year, l/

Recalling that the request to Governments to communicate information concerning
the achievements and the implementation of the World Plan of Action was made only
in May 1976,

Bearing in mind that documents E/CN.6/598 and Add.l and 2 do not reflect the
situation in all Member States since they were prepared on the basis of replies
from only twenty-five countries,

1. Requests the Secretary-General to urge Governments that have not yet
done so to transmit their reports on the activities undertaken in their countries
in implementation of the World Plan of Action for the Implementation of the
Objectives of the International Women's Year;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare, as a matter of urgency ~ a
supplementary report on the basis of the information that was received but could
not be incorporated in documents E/CN.6/598 and Add.l and 2, and of the information
received subsequently, for consi~eration by the General Assembly at its
thirty-second session.

VI

Improvement of the data base for measuring the implementation
of the World Plan of Action Jor the Implementation of the

Cb.i ectives of the Ir.t ernat.Lcna.L Women I s Year 11/

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling Gener-e.L Assembly resolution 3490 (XXX) of 12 December 1975, and
paragraph 216 of the World Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Objectives
of the International Women's Year, 51 which provide for the submission to the
Economic and Social Council and its-relevant functional commissions and advisory

101 See paras. 314 and 315.

III See paras. 316-320.
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bodies , at t.hcir forthcominc; sessions, inter ali!1 ~he Commission on the S~atus of
Homen and the ~;tatistical Commission, of the Dec i s i ons of the relevant Uni t e d
Ilat i ous bodies, apec i al.Lzed agencies, regional commissions and other
intc'l',;ovE'l'mflcntHl and non-governmental organizations,

neGal1inr: also the provisions of paragraphs 167-170 of the World Plan of
1\.ction-o;trw coilection and analysis of relevant data,

Convinced of the need to build up a scientific and reliable data base and
::;oci(J:::'ec~-nolllic indicators, in order to measure more accurately the implementation
of the Horld Plan of Action,

1. Bequests the Statistical Commission at its twentieth session, as a vital
contribution to the success of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace, 1976-1985, to initiate action in co-operation with national
~,tatist:i.cal offices, r eg.i.ona.I commissions and intergovernmental organizations and
un i tu of the United Nations and the specialized agencies, especially the
Irrt er-natIonaI Labour Organisation, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization, the World Health Organization and the Food and Agriculture
OrL~anizf.ltion of the United Nations, with a view to developing:

(a) Improved methods for the collection and tabulation of statistical data,
partic;larly at the national and regional levels, to obtain breakdowns by sex for
indicat.oz-s such as urban/rural residence, age, marital status, literacy, education,
income, level of skills and participation in modern and traditional economic
activities, and relevant information on household and family composition;

(E.) Guidelines and methods to assess the part i cipatd on of women at all levels
and in all sectors of planning and decision making in society;

(c) Guidelines and methods for the measurement of women's actual economic and
social-Contributions which are not a part of regular national data collection
systems;

2. Requests the United Nations Research Institute for Social Development to
co-~perate with other relevant bodies within the United Nations system in preparing
an Inventory of social and economic indicators relevant to the analysis of the
?ta~lls of "Tomen? on the basis of its work on the research data bank of development
IndJ.cators and Its project on monitoring changes in the conditions of women for
planning and programming purposes.

VII

Involvement of non-governmental organizations in the implementation
of the Horld Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Obj ectives
of the International Women's Year and the Convention on the'

Elimination of Discrimination against Women 12/

~['be Economic and Social Council,

Hearinl': in mind that there are more than 1" h d d- Ive un re non-governmental
organizations·· in consultative status wi t h the E '

conomlC and Social Council andvarious specialized agencies,

12/ "oee paras. 321-324.
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Considering that these non-governmental organizations have been working at the
grass-roots level and have vast experience which has been of great assistance to
the work of the United Nations and the specialized agencies, ~articularly in
implementing the Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, 13/

Recalling especially that the General Assembly, in ~aragraph 8 of its
resolution 3520 (XXX) of 15 December 1975, urged non-governmental organizations at
the national and international levels to take all possible measures to assist in
the implementation of the World Plan of Action for the Implementation of the
Objectives of the International Women's Year, 2)

1. Requests all Governments and intergovernmental organizations to encourage
non-governmental organizations to play their full part in the implementation of the
World Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Objectives of the International
Women's Year;

2. Requests also that all kinds of training and retraining programro~s

organized by the United Nations and the specialized agencies, intergovernmental
and regional organizations and all other organizations concerned in the
implementation of the World Plan of Action should take note of the needs of the
non-governmental organizations, with a view to developing and using their
specialized knowledge and experience to the greatest extent possible;

3. Requests further that the Commission on the Status of Women, in following
up the implementation of the Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women, take note of the statements from non-governmental organizations together
with reports submitted by States parties to the Convention.

VIII

Preparatory work for the World Conference of the United Nations
Decade for Women, 1980 14/

The Economic and Social Council.

Considering that the General Assembly, in its resolution 3520 (XXX) of
15 December 1975. decided to convene in 1980 a world conference of all States to
review and evaluate the progress made in implementing the objectives of the
International Women's Year and, where necessary, to readjust existing programmes
in the light of new data and research available.

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolution 1999 (LX) of 12 May 1976, in
which the Council re~uested the Commission on the Status of Women at its twenty­
sixth session to consider different aspects of the preparatory work for the World
Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women, 1980, including its agenda, and
decided to consider at its sixty-fourth session the preparatory work for the
Conference on the basis of the deliberations of the Commission on the Status of
Women and the Committee on Review and Appraisal,

13/ General Assembly resolution 2263 (XXII).

14/ See paras. 344-350.
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Notinp.; the recommendations made by the Commission on the Status of Women as
contained in its report on the twenty-sixth session,

1. Decides, in connexion with the next review and appraisal of the
implementation of the World Plan of Action for the Implementation of the
Objectives of the International Women's Year 21 and the preparatory work required
for the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women, 1980, to
establish, on the basis of equitable geographical distribution, an Ad Hoc Committee
composed of sixteen representatives of the states members of the Commission on the
Status of "V/omen to submit to the Commission at its twenty-seventh and twenty-eighth
sessions in 1978 and 1980, proposals concerning the substantive and organizational
arrangements for the Conference, taking into account all the relevant reports
relating to the review and appraisal of the implementation of the World Plan of
Action, as "Hell as the discussions of the Commission and the documents (E/CN. 6/600
and E/ClJ.6/L.7l3) submitted to it at its twenty-sixth session; the Ad Hoc Committee
will meet, if possible, immediately before the 1978 and 1980 sessions of the
Commission and, if the Commission deems it necessary, an additional meeting of the
Ad Hoc Committee vTill be held in 1979; ill

2. Reguests the Secretary-General to prepare for the consideration of the
Ad Hoc Committee a report outlining a programme of concrete action for the second
half of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,
1976-1985, as the basis for a report to be submitted to the 1980 World Conference.

IX

Influence of the mass communication media on attitudes towards
the roles of women and men in present-day society 16/

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling section IV of the World. Plan of Action for the Implementation of the
Objectives of the International Women's Year, 2/ which provides guidelines for
national action related to the mass communication media that encompass radio,
television, cinema, press, advertising, public meetings and similar forums, as
well as traditional types of entertainment which are essential for reaching the
rural areas of many countries,

Convinced that the mass communication media, in many instances, have a
detrimental effect on the attitUdes and values regarding women's roles in society;
that they often present obstacles to desirable changes in behavioural patterns, and
that they can perpetuate stereotypes and myths pertaining to women,

Convinced also that the mass communication media have great potential (a) as a
vehicle for social change, (b) for the dissemination of information in the fields of
education and training, (£) for removing prejudices and stereotypes~ (d) for
accelerating acceptance of the expanding roles of women and (~) for th; promotion

15/ For administrative and financial implications, see annex Ill, paras. 5-8.

16/ See paras. 353 and 360-370.
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of their integration in development as equal partners with men, and that they are
important for the achievement of equality, development and peace,

Recalling that the Secretary-General, in his report to the Commission on the
Status of Women (EjCN.6j601 and Corr i L) states that there is little information
available on the images of women projected by the more traditional types of mass
communication media and their influence on the perpetuation of sex-role stereotypes,
and that there is need for research in this area,

1. Encourages Member States to make representatives of mass communication
media aware of the importance of formulating policies and guidelines for treatment
of women in the media to include:

(~) Review of their recruitment, training and promotion policies and practices
to ensure that there is no discrimination against women and that they have equal
opportunities to advance at all levels of professional, technical and decision­
making positions in the mass communication media;

(~) Dissemination of more news about women, particularly about pr)gress made
in the legal, social and political fields, in all languages of the country, this
news being given the place it deserves in the light of its subject-matter and not
all of it being placed in sections reserved for women;

(c) Portrayal of the roles and achievements of women from all walks of life,
especially in the fields of development and social welfare, including women in the
rural areas;

2. Recommends that Member States encourage the presentation of programmes
and the publication of materials which ensure the elimination of sex-role
stereotyping in educational and informational activities and the projection of a
positive image of men and women;

3. Requests that Member States take whatever action is necessary to
establish and strengthen co-operative systems for schools and libraries in the
production and dissemination of education and information materials for use by
television, radio, press, mobile units, community centres and other public
facilities in urban and rural areas;

4. Recommends that Member States encourage educational institutions and
organizations to make greater use of the mass communication media for formal and
informal education, literacy programmes, vocational training, political, civic and
cultural education, as well as the formation of new attitudes about the role of
men and women in society;

5. Requests the United Nations Educationl, Scientific and Cultural
Organization, with a view t') helping developing countries, to prepare educational
flims for primary schools and functional literacy which are concerned with the
improvement of the image of women and doing ~{ay with stereotyped sex roles;

6. Suggests that Member States create committees or councils, comprised of
men and women in private, governmental and intergovernmental sectors, to advise and
meet with policy and decision-making staff of the mass communication media, including
particularly the field of advertising, for discussions and evaluations of progress
towards changing the image and status of women in the media;
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7. Encuurages governmental and non--governmental organizations, especially in
(;v-li]}erution with those dealing with the mass communication media, to organize
workshops and seminars intended to create a greater understanding and public
awareness of the potential and actual role of women in their respective societies,
and to uti 1i ze the mass communication media to project positive and more accurate
images of women;

8. Decides to appoint a special rapporteur, taking into account the close
relationship between the economic and social aspects of development and the
necessity of the full integration of women in the development process, to prepare
a study on the impact of the mass communication media on the changing roles of men
and women, including action taken by the public and private sectors at national,
regional and international levels, to remove prejudices and sex-role stereotyping,
to accelerate the acceptance of women's new and expanded roles in society and to
promote their integration into the development process as e~ual partners with men;
this information is to be drawn, inter alia, from studies on this sUbject to be
undertaken by relevant research Institutes, from s emi nar-s to be organized for this
purpose, as well as from other studies which may be under way; 17/

9. Requests the special rapporteur to submit a progress report to the
Cormnission on the Status of Women at its twenty-seventh session and a comprehensive
report containing findings at its twenty-eighth session;

10. Recommends further that the Ad Hoc Committee established under
resolution ... include the subject of the influence of the mass communication media
on attitudes towards the roles of women and men in present-day society as a
possible agenda item for the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for
Women, 1980.

x

Communications concerning the status of women 1§J

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling its decision 86 (LVIII) of 6 May 1975, in which the Commission on
the Status of Women was invited to consider the advisability of continuing to deal
with communications concerning the status of women,

Recalling also that, despite the specific procedures provided for in its
resolution 1503 (XLVIII) of 27 May 1970 for dealing with communications, such
procedures do not in any way detract from the competence of the Commission on the
Status of Women under the provisions of Council resolution 76 (V) of 5 August 1947,
as amended by its resolution 304 I (XI) of July 1950,

Noting the relevant resolutions and procedures dealing with communications
concerning human rights and the status of women, as set forth in the explanatory
report of the Secretary-General (E/5628) and in the note of the Secretary-General
(E/CN.6/602),

171 For administrative and financial implications, see annex 111, paras. 9-11.

18/ See paras, 376-377.
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Bearinp, in mind that the World Conference of the International Women's Year
and the Itlorld Plan of Action 5/ adopted by the Conference supported women in all
countries of the world in their protests ag~inst violations of human rights and
called for an exchange of information and experience at the international level as
an effective means of stimulating progress and encouraging the adoption of measures
to eliminate discrimination against women,

Noting also that exercise of that competence in regard to communications
concerning the status of women does not in any way detract from the effectiveness
of separate and distinct United Nations procedures for dealing with communications
concerning human rights nor does it prevent the Commission on the Status of Women
and other United Nations bodies from receiving copies of the same communications
to be considered for different purposes,

Mindful of the lack of any other United Nations body providing an effective
clearing-house for information submitted to the Secretary-General by persons and
organizations concerned with improving the status of women,

1. Decides to retain as part of the work progrmnme of the Commission on the
status of Women the consideration of those communications received by the Secretary­
General under Economic and Social Council resolution 728 F (XXVIII) of 30 July 1959,
relating to the status of women;

2. Establishes an ad hoc working group to meeting during the regular
sessions of the Commission on the Status of Women to review such communications in
private, having due regard to maintaining the confidentiality of individual
communications, for the purpose of studying information helpful to the Cow~ission

in fulfilling its terms of reference under Council resoltuion 48 (IV) of
29 March 1947, in the field of women's rights;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to forward to the Commission on the Status
of Women t,VO lists, one confidential and one non-confidential, summarizing
communications received relating to the status of women pursuant to procedures set
forth in Council resolution 76 (V) as amended by its resolution 304 I (XI).

B. Other decisions

2. The Commission on the Status of Women adopted a decision which was transmitted
to the Economic and Social Council at its resumed sixty-first session.

Progralnme for the United Nations Decade for Women

3. At its 659th meeting, on 1 October 1976, the Commission decided without a vote
to request the Economic and Social Council, at its resumed sixty-first session, to
transmit the Programme for the United Nations Decade for Women to the General
Assembly at its thirty-first session (see para. 293).

4. At its 2035~h meeting, on 27 October 1976, the E~onomic and Social Co~ncil, in
its decision 196 (LXI), decided, as an exceptiqn, (a). to take note of the decision
adopted by the Commission concerning the Programme for the Unit€d Nations Decade for
Women, (b) to transmit the Programme to the General Assemply at its thirtY-first
session for its information, and C~) to cons i dez- the "report of the Cormnission as a
whole at the sixty-second session. The General Assembly subse~uently, in its
resolution 31/136 of 16 December 1976, approved the Prograpnne as adopted by the
Commission.



11. INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS RELATING TO THE STATUS OF WOMEN

A. Draft Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women

5. The Commission considered item 3 (a) of its agenda at its 632nd, 634th, 636th,
638th, 640th, 642nd, 644th, 646th to 652nd, 658th and 659th meetings, at the
twenty-sixth session and at its 660th to 667th, 672nd to 674th and 679th meetings,
at the resumed twenty-sixth session. It had before it a working paper based on
comments received from Governments, specialized agencies and non-governmental
organizations in consultative status with the Economic and Social Council on the
draft articles contained in the report of the Working Group on the Preparation of a
New Instrument or Instruments of International Law to Eliminate Discrimination
against Women (E/CN.6!591), as well as the text of a draft Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women together with relevant
comments received from the Government of Belgium (E/CN.6/591!Add.l and Corr.l).

6. In introducing the working paper and the addendum. the Deputy Director, Centre
for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs, explained that it had been
prepared in response to resolution 1 (XXV) of the Commission on the Status of
Women. It was based on replies received from 40 Governments, four specialized
agencies and 10 non-governmental organizations. She explained that the working
paper consisted, for the most part, of an analysis of the replies received with
respect to the different parts and articles of the draft Convention elaborated by
the Commission at its twenty-fifth session. She noted that only the replies of
Benin, Indonesia and the All-African Women's Conference had been reprodu~ed in
annex 11 to the w~rking paper, because each of them had proposed a new draft
Convention. She further explained that since the draft Conventions submitted by
Benin, Indonesia and the All-African Women's Conference were based on the text
elaborated by the Working Group, they were analysed in the working paper together
with all replies that had been received. The Commission was also reminded that, at
its twenty-fifth session, the Working Group had decided not to vote on any articles
of the draft Convention. Where the Working Group had not reached a consensus and
alternative texts had been proposed, recommendations made, or reservations
expressed, that fact was reflected in relation to the relevant articles mentioned
in the report of the Working Group. The report itself was reproduced in annex III
of the working paper (E!CN.6!59l).

7 . Several representatives noted that, as the future Convention was a very
important document, the Commission should do its utmost to complete it at the
current session, or at least to finish the greater part of it. In that respect,
reference was made to General Assembly resolution 3521 (XXX), in which the Assembly
reQuested the Commission to complete the elaboration of the draft Convention on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women in 1976. As far as the draft before
the Commission was concerned, several representatives emphasized that it was
progressive and comprehensive, since it contained not only anti-discriminatory
measures but also a number of positive and constructive steps designed to advance
the status of women in different fields.
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8. The observer of the International Labour Organisation (ILO) expressed her
appreciation of the tremendous work done by the Secretariat in preparing the working
paper. However, as at the previous session of the Commission. she drew attention to
the necessity of avoiding the possible overlapping between the existing ILO
instrument relating to the status of women and the Convention now being elaborated
by the Commission. She suggested, therefore, that the Convention should be brief
and to the point, without going into the details which were dUly reflected in the
respective ILO and UNESCO Conventions. She further pointed out that the systems
of implementation could overlap, since Governments would have similar obligations
under several international instruments. References were made to respective ILO
conventions. and in particular to Convention No. 100 concerning Equal
Remuneration of Men and Women for Work of Equal Value and No. 103 concerning
Maternity Protection. She explained that, though in the ItO Conventions some
provisions were updated and their revision was necessary, they were more detailed
and comprehensive in their respective fields than the draft Convention presented
to the Commission. Besides, it was observed that maternity protection should not
result in discrimination against women and that this should be one of the main
concerns of the Convention of the Commission.

Procedure followed by the Commission in its
consideration of the item

9. The Commission, at its 632nd meeting, decided to begin its consideration of
the draft Convention with the general provisions and substantive articles before
taking up the preamble and remaining articles. At its 659th meeting. it noted
that it had completed consideration of the substantive articles of the draft
Convention, except for article 4 and that there remained for its consideration, in
addition to article 4, the final provisions and the preamble. The Commission
agreed further that some of the articles already adopted might require review from
the point of view of style and concordance of the different language versions.

10. At its twenty-sixth resumed session, the Commission completed consideration of
the draft Convention as a whole. At its 674th meeting, it appointed a Style
Committee composed of the Chairman of the Commission and the representatives of
France, Mexico, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States.
The Committee had time to review only the preamble and articles 1 to 13. The text
of these articles as revised by the Style Committee is reproduced in annex IV.

11. At its 679th meeting, the Commission recommended a draft resolution for
adoption by the Economic and Social Council under which the Council would submit
the draft Convention to the General Assembly. (For the text see chap. I, draft
resolution 1.)

Consideration of the draft Convention

TITLE OF THE CONVENTION

12. At its 632nd meeting, the Commission decided, without a vote that the title
of the Convention should be similar to that of the Declaration on the Elimination
of Discrimination against Women (General Assembly resolution 2263 (XXII)).
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PREAMBLE

13. The Commission considered the preamble to the draft Convention at its
resumed twenty-sixth session, at the 663rd to 665th meetings. ~t had Defore it
three versions of the preamble: the original, an alternative text (E/CN.6/59l.
annex lIT) and the text proposed by Belgium (E/CN.6/59l/Add.l and Corr.l). Some
representatives noted that the text proposed by Belgium duly reflected both the
original and the alternative versions and was therefore most suitable as the basis
for discussion.

First five para~raphs

14. At its 663rd meeting, the Commission adopted without a vote the first five
paragraphs based on the Belgian version; oral amendments to the fourth and
fifth paragraphs were accepted in the course of the discussion.

Sixth paragraph

15. The sixtb paragraph vas adopted without a vote at the 664th meeting.

Seventh para~raph

16. At the 664th meeting the representative of India orally proposed the insertion
of an additional paragraph based on the third paragraph of the original text.
Several oral amendments were submitted to this text in the course of the discussion.
A revised version presented by the United Kingdom in document E/CN.6/L.702 was
adopted without a vote at the 665th meeting.

Eighth para/2:raph

17. The German Democratic Republic submitted a new paragraph (E/CN.6/L.703), which
read as follows:

flAffirming that the strengthening of international peace and security,
friendly co-operation of all States irrespective of their social and economic
systems, effective disarmament, the elimination of colonialism and racism in
all forms, and the implementation of the right to self-determination are
indispensable prerequisites for the safeguarding of the fundamental human
rights including those of women."

18. The representative of the United States expressed the 0p1n1on that this
paragraph was not a statement of general principle in keeping with usuaJ. preamou1ar
content.

19. The representative of the United Kingdom orally proposed an amendment to the
above text, consisting of the deleticn of the words "implementation of the", and
the substitution of the words "safeguarding of the fundamental rights o:f women"
for the words flsafeguarding of the fundamental human rights, including those of
women".
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20. The representative of the United States proposed replacing lIef f ect i ve
disarmament" by "general and complete disarmament under strict and effective
international control".

21. The representative of India orally proposed modifying the last part of the
amendment to read: "are vital to the s af'eguar-d'i.ng of the fundamental rights of
women, in the safeguarding of which women should :play th~ir full part".

22. The representative of Mexico suggested that the concept of development should
be reflected in the new paragraph and proposed the addition of the phrase "the
elimination of the gap between developing and developeci countries".

23. The representative of Senegal proposed the addition of the word "apartheid"
after the word "colonialism", and the representative of Colombia proposed changing
the wor d "Lndl epenaab'Le" to "important".

24. These various proposals were taken into consideration in the revised text
prepared by a working group (E/CN.6/L.704). This text waS adopted without a vote
at the 665th meeting and included as the eighth paragraph of the preamble.

25. The representative of France reserved the position of her Government and the
representative of the United States expressed reservations with respect to that
paragraph.

Ninth paragraph

26. As the basis for its consideration of this paragraph at its 665th meeting 9 the
Commission took the seventh paragraph of the preamble presented by Belgium. The
representative of India submitted an oral amendment rephrasing the paragraph as
follows:

"Convinced that the full and complete development of" a country requires
the maximum participation of women as well as men in all fields It .

With further amendments by the representatives of the German Democratic Republic
and Iran, the paragraph was adopted without a vote.

Tenth paragraph

27. As the basis for its consideration of this paragraph at its 665th meeting, the
Commission took the eighth paragraph of the preamble presented by Belgium. The
representative of Sweden proposed amending that t.ext by deleting the words
lithe creation of the material and spiritual values of" adding after the word
"society" the words "so far not fully recognized" and replacing the word
"motherhood" by the word "parenthood". The representative of the United States,
supporting in principle the amendment proposed by Sweden, proposed further
amendments, so that the paragraph would read as follows:

ItBearinp; in mind the great contribution of women to society, so far not
fully recognized, the social significance of the role of parents in the
family and in the rearing of' children".
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28. After further modifications~ this paragraph was adopted without a vote.

Eleventh paragraph

29. At its 665th meeting, the COlmnission adopted without a vote the last paragraph
of the preamble as it appears in document E/CN.6/591/Add.l and Corr.l.

30. The preamble as a whole was adopted without a vote at the same meeting.

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1

31. At its 632nd meeting, the Commission considered article 1 of the draft
Convention. Opinion was divided with respect to the alternative and original
texts. Thus, some countries expressed the conviction that the Convention should
deal not only with discrimination against women, but with discrimination on
grounds of sex as a whole. On the other hand, other representatives stressed the
view that the Convention should deal with discrimination against women and that
women's positior. in society and their dual role at home and at work, and their
maternal functions in particular, needed the adoption of special measures which
should not be considered discriminatory. The United Kingdom unified the two
versions and presented a new one which read:

tlFor the purpose of the present Convention the term tdiscrimination
against women' shall mean any distinction, exclusion, restriction or
preference made on the basis of sex, which has the effect of, or the purpose
of, nullifying the recognition, enjoyment or exercise by women, on a basis
of equality with men, of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the
political, economic, social. cultural or any other field of public life. It

32. During the discussion, the representative of the United Kingdom proposed the
deletion of the words "or preference" and the insertion of the words "impairing or"
before the word "nuf.Li.f'yf.ng!", With these amendments article 1 was adopted without
a vote.

33. After the adoption of article I, the representative of Sweden stated for the
record that if the article had been voted upon, Sweden would have abstained since
the text did not include the term "discrimination on grounds of sex". She
emphasized the fact that the term "discrimination" should correspond to the
formulation contained in paragraph 5 of the Declaration of Mexico. 19/ The
representative of Denmark took the same position, specifying that the definition
of the term "discrimination i

! should f'ollow that of the term in the International
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms o~ Racial Discrimination (General
Assembly resolution 2106 A (XX)). which includes the word "preference".

12/ Report o~ the World Conference of the International Women's Yea~
(United Nations publication. Sales No: E.76.IV.l), chap. I.
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Article 2

34. Article 2 was discussed at the 632nd, 634th and 6:6th meetings. Opinion was
divided with respect to the alternative and original texts. While a number of
representatives found the original text comprehensive and to the point, others
felt that it was too rigid and could result in fewer' ratifications of the
Convention. On the other hand, the alternative text was found to be quite
satisfactory by some representatives and very inadequate by others.

35. The representative of Mexico expressed reservations with respect to article 2.
The solution was found in the amended version of the article proposed by Belgi~ in
document E/CN.6/591/Add.1 and Corr.l. Introducing that amendment, the
representative of Belgium indicated that the draft submitted by her Government was
not a final document and reserved the right to make other proposals in due time.
The amended version of article 2, presented by Belgium, read as follows:

"States Parties condemn discrimination against women and undertake to
pursue by all appropriate means and without delay a policy of eliminating
discrimination against women in all its forms, and to this end:

"(~) Each State Party undertakes to embody the principle of the
equality of men and women in its national Constitution, if not yet
incorporated, and to guarantee by law the practical realization of this
principle;

"(:Q) Each State Party undertakes to adopt legislative measures
accompanied by penalties prohibiting all discrimination against women and
guaranteeing the realization of the principle of equality of rights;

"<'~) Each St.ate Party undertakes to establish legal protection for
equal rights of men and women;

11(d) Each State Party undertakes to engage in no act or practice of
discrimination against women and to ensure that public authorities and public
institutions shall act in conformity with this obligation;

11(e) Each State Party undertakes to adopt all preventive measures to
bar dis~rimination against women by any person or organization;

"<'f) Each State Party shall take all appropriate measures, Lnc'Iudd ng
legislation, to nullify or abolish existing laws, regulations, customs and
practices which are discriminatory to women;

"(g) Each State Party undertakes to promote organizations and movements
whose purpose is to advance the status of women and eliminate all
discrimination against them."

36. The following amendments were proposed to this text:

In the introductory part, the representative of the United States proposed
'replacing the words "against women ll in the first line, by the words "based on sex"
and adding the word "sex" before the word "d.Lscr-Lrni.natdon" in the second line.
She further proposed that the words "against women in all its forms 11 be deleted.
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d ' f ' t'on referring to the agreed title orThe USSR delegation opposed this mo l aea l , .
the Convention as well as to the formulation of article 1, whlch had been adopted
by consensus,

In subparagraph (b), the representatives of Indonesia ~nd Senegal proposed
, ,,- . It' " the representatlve of the UniteddeletJ.ng the words accompanled by pena les ; ..

States preferred to maintain them.

In subparagraph (g), the representative of t?r e United States p~oposed
changing the word "public" to the word "governmental ; th~ representatlve of.the
USSR preferred the word "state" to the word "governmental. The r-epr-eserrtatave of
Senegal proposed that the words "and private" be included before the word
"institutions".

In subparagraph (e), the representative of Senegal proposed replacing the
words "to bar" by a stronger verb' the representative of the United States

~ d"'"proposed that the words "based on sex" should replace the war s agaans't women

In subparagraph (£), the representative of Senegal proposed deleting the
word ;'all".

37. After due deliberation, at its 642nd meeting, the Cow~ission adopted without
a vote the text (E/CN.6/605) proposed by the informal working group especially
created to consider article 2 and composed of interested members of the Commission.

38. Commenting on the article as adopted, the representative of Madagascar
proposed using the word "s t enzage " instead of the word "s'efforce" in
subparagraphs (e) and (g) of the French text; the representative of Mexico also
proposed replacing the wrd ",juridigue lt by the word ",juridictionnelle" in
subparagraph (c) of the French text. At the same time, she expressed reservation
with respect t~ that article, finding it too repetitive. She voiced the hope that
it would be possible to improve it in the process of drafting, giving it more
comprehensive sense. The representatives of Iran and Pakistan stated that, though
their delegations agreed in principle to article 2 9 some of the provisions of that
article did not conform to their national legislation. The representative of
Sweden stated that the Swedish delegation favoured a broader concept of
discrimination, i.e. discrimination on the grounds of sex, and therefore if the
article had been put to a vote, the Swedish representative would have abstained.
A similar position was taken by the representative of the United States in her
reservation to the words "discriminatory to women" in subpar-agraph (f). The
representative of Denmark expressed reservation with respect to subp;ragraph (a),
finding that it was up to each country to decide whether the principle of equality
would be guaranteed.bY Constitution, legislation or other appropriate means,
for example collectJ.ve agreements.

Article 3

39. Article 3 was discussed at the 634th meeting. The importance of this article
was recognized by most representatives. It was adopted with some modifications
vithout a vote.
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Article 4

40. At the 634th meeting, the representative of the United Kingdom offered a
modified version of article 4, which read as follows:

"1. The adoption of special temporary measures aimed at establishing
de facto equality between men and women shall not be considered discriminatory,
where circumstances justify their introduction.

"2. Measures in the social security field reflecting the diff'erent social
needs of men and women shall not be considered discriminatory.

113. Measures undertaken for the protection of women in certain branches
of work, due to their physical nature and for the promotion of the welfare
of mothers, shall not be interpreted as violating the principle of equality of
rights of men and women."

41. Though some representatives stressed the significance of the article and the
necessity of adopting it as presented in the draft Convention, most felt that in
view of the close link between this article and article 11 of the draft Convention,
they should be discussed together. The Commission therefore decided, by 12 votes
to 7, with 3 abstentions, to postpone the debate on article 4.

42. The consideration of article 4 was resumed at the 660th and 66lst meetings.
The Commission had before it, in addition to the original text, the above-mentioned
modified version presented by the United Kingdom and a version presented by the
United States (E!CN.6!t.68B).

43. The text proposed by the United States was the following:

"Adoption by States of temporary special measures aimed at accelerating
de facto equality shall not be considered discriminatory and should in no
way entail, as a consequence, the maintenance of unequal or separate standards
and should be discontinued when the oDjectives of equality of opportunity and
treatment have been achieved."

44. An oral amendment by the representative of France to replace the words "and
should" by the words "but shall" after the word "discriminatory" in the above text
was accepted by the sponsor.

45. The representative of Denmark orally proposed adding the words "and men" after
the words "condf.tLona for women" and deleting paragraph 2 of the original text of
article 4 (E!CN.6!591. annex Ill). During the discussion which followed, however,
she withdrew her amendments in favour of the United States' version of the article.

46. The representative of Canada proposed replacing paragraphs 2 and 3 of the
United Kingdom amendment by the following paragraph:

"Adoption of special measures aimed at protecting maternity shall not De
considered discriminatory."

This amendment, after further amendment by the representative of Hungary, read as
follows:
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"AdoptLon by States of special measures, including those measures
contained in the present Convention, aimed at protecting maternity, shall not
be considered discriminatory."

47. At its 661st meeting the Commission adopted, without a vote, paragraph 1 of
article 4, based on the United States' text as orally amended by France.

48. Paragraph 2 of article 4, as presented by Canada and subsequently further
amended by Hungary was adopted at its 661st meeting by 15 votes to none, with
6 abstentions.

Article 5

49. Article 5 was discussed at the 636th and 638th meetings. Some representatives
stressed the necessity of including in the article a provision concerning the
protection of motherhood as a social function. Other representatives preferred to
consider this concept in the context of economic and social rights.

50. At its 636th meeting, the Commission adopted paragraph 1 without a vote. The
text adopted was a modified version of the alternative text presented by Mexico
and amended by the United States.

51. As far as paragraph 2 was concerned, three versions were presented for the
Commission's consideration. The first one, submitted by Cuba (E/CN.6/L.676), read
as follows:

"Suitable family education which should include a proper understanding of
motherhood as a social function and the recognition of the common roles of
men and women in bearing responsibility for children should figure prominently
in plans drawn up for this purpose."

The second version, presented by Belgium and France (E/CN.6/L.677), read as
follows:

55.
pro:
HOWl

empl
the
neCl

pre

56.
art

57·
the
war
Den

58.
pre
sub
t.ex

"In view of' the importance of motterhood as a social function the
attention should be given to the family education of the couple with a
view to the equitable sharing of all tasks between the parents. tt

The United States version (E/CN.6/L.678) read as follows:

"In the determination of roles, it should be recognized that both
motherhood and fatherhood are responsible social functions.1!
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52. During the discussion which followed, most representatives supported the
Cuban version; subsequently, the representatives of Belgium, France and the
United States withdrew their proposals.

53~ The representative of Egypt proposed amending the Cuban text so that it should
read as follows:

"Suitable family education should include a proper understanding o:f
motherhood as a social function and the recognition of the common
responsibility of both men and women in the upbringing and development of
their children."
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54. At the 638-Gh meeting, the Cuban text as amended by Egypt was adopted by
23 votes to none~ with 2 abstentions.

Article 6

55. Article 6 was discussed at the 638th meeting. Several representatives
proposed to delete it, on the ground that it was a repetition of article 2.
However, most representatives were in favour of maintaining this article,
enlphasizing in particular that it corresponded to article 7 of the Declaration on
the Elimination of Discrimination against Women and referring to the acute
necessity of abolishing discrimination against women in penal law. Article 6, as
presented in the draft Convention, was adopted without a vote.

56. The representative of Mexico expressed reservations on the grounds that this
article was a repetition of article 2.

Article 7

57. During the discussion of this article, which took place at the 638th meeting,
the representative of Belgium proposed adding, at the end of the original text, the
words "and attacks on the physical integrity of women". The representative of
Denmark orally proposed inserting the word "illicit 11 before the word "traffic '",

58. Since most representatives expressed preference for the text of article 7 as
presented in the draft Convention, the representatives of Belgium and Denmark
subsequently withdrew their amendments and the Commission adopted the original
text without a vote.

POLITICAL RIGHTS

Article 8

59. Article 8 was discussed at the 638th meeting. The COmnlission noted that it
corresponded to the provisions of the Convention on the Political Rights of Women
(General Assembly resolution 640 (VII)). During the discussion, the
representative of India proposed inserting in subparagraph (b) after the word
"office ll the words lIand perform all public functions". The representative of
Canada proposed adding at the end of subparagraph (,9;) the words "concerned with
the pUblic and political life of the countryll. The Commission adopted article 8
as orally amended by India and Canada.

Article 9

60. ArtiCle 9 was discussed at the 638th and 640th meetings. There was no
objection to paragraph 1 which, as the Commission noted~ was in full accordance
with the Convention on the Nationality of Married Women (General Assembly
resolution 1040 (XI)). The representative of Belgium proposed replacing the
words "grant women the same rights as men" by the words "grant spouses equal
rights". Paragraph 1, as orally amended by Belgium, was adopted without a vote.
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61. 'At. the 6l~Oth meeting, during the discussion of the two versions of
paragraph 2, both the original and the alternative texts, most representatives
expressed preference for the alternative text, Which referred to equal treatment
of men and women.

62. An oral amendment was made by the representative of France to the alternative
text of paragraph 2 (~), namely, to add at the end of the paragr~ph the words
"or certain penal or administrative provisions taken against the applicant ", ,This
amendment was adopted by 2 votes to none, with 19 abstentions.

63. Paragraph 2 (a), as amended by France, was adopted by 5 votes to 2, with
16 abstentions, and became paragraph 2.

61~. The representative of Iran expressed reservations with respect to this text
because of its incompatibili"ty with Iranian laws.

65. As far as paragraphs 2 (~) and 3 of the alternative text were concerned, some
representatives expressed their objection to them, on the ground that these
provisions were not in conformity with their national legislation.

66. Paragraph 2 (~) of the alternative text was adopted by 13 votes to none,
with 9 abstentions, and became paragraph 3.

~' .

67. Paragraph 3 of the alternative text was adopted by the Commission by
10 votes to 3~ with 9 abstentions and became paragraph 4.

60. The representative of Iran expr e s aed reservaticns with respect to the text
of this paragraph because of its incompatibility with Ira.nian law.

72. A new version of subparagraph (~) was submitted by Belgium and France
(E/CN.6/L.679); it read as follows:

llEqual conditions for career· guidance. access to studies and
achievement of a diploma shall be ensured in educational establishments of all
categories in rural as well as in urban areas; this equality is to be ensured
in pre-schooling, general, technical, professional, higher education,
including all other types of vocational training."

Article 10

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC RIGHTS

ArtiCle 10 was discussed by the Commission at its 640th and 642nd meetings.

The introductory part was adopted without a vote with minor editorial changes.

f~'
I

r

f

I
I

71. With respect to subpanagraph (~). the observers of ILO and UNESCO expressed the I
opinion that the question of vocational and technical training was irrelevant in f
that subparagraph. They referred to article 11, where the relevant provisions were 11,.

included, and stressed the need to avoid duplication. The representative of Egypt
suggested that the words "and all levels 11 be included after the words "all types ".

I

70.
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73. Three oral amendments "Were made to this text. The representative of Egypt
pr'opos ed deleting the word "other" before the word "types 11; the representative of'
the USSR proposed the insertion of the words "including higher technical" after the
word "higher" and the r epr-esent.atdve of France proposed changing the end of' the
second phrase to read: i'this equality is to be ensured in pre-schooling, general ~

technical, professional and higher, including higher technical education as well
as in all types of vocational training 11 •

74. The .final text of subparagraph (§:.), as submitted by BeLg'Lum and France and
amended by Egypt, France and the USSR, was adopted without a vote at the
642nd meeting.

75. SUbparagraph (b) was discussed at the 640th meeting. The Belgian version as
presented in document E!CN.6/591/Add.l and Corr.l, was rejected by 9 votes to 6.­
with 6 abstentions.

76. Subparagraph (b), as presented in document E/CN~6/591, annex HI. and orally
amended by the representative of the United States, was. adopted by 24 votes to none.
with 2 abstentions.

77. Subparagraph (c) of the Belgian version, incorporating amendments by France
and India, was adopted without a vote at the 640th meeting.

78. Subparagraph (d) was adopted without a vote at the 640th meeting. It
represented paragraph la (c) of the original text.

79. Subparagraph (e) was adopted unanimously at the 640th meeting. It represented
paragraph 10 (~) submitted by Belgium (E/CN.6/591!Add.l and Corr.l), as further
revised by Belgium to include suggestions by UNESCO.

80. Subparagraph (f) was discussed by the Commission at its 642nd meeting, on the
basis of the Belgia~ text of subparagraph (r). An oral amendment was made by the
representative of Senegal, to add at the end of the phrase the words 1l and the
provision of programmes for young girls who have left school too early1!. The
Commission adopted without a vote paragraph (t), as sLbmitted by Belgium and
amended by Senegal.

81. Subparagraph (g) was discussed at the 642nd meeting. The Commission had two
versions before it,-namely subparagraph (~) of the draft Convention (E/CN.6/591,
annex III) and subparagraph (g) of the text submitted by Belgium (E!CN.6/591/Add.l
and Corr.l).

82. Most representatives expressed preference for the text contained in the draft
Convention, on the grounds that the words "psycho-sexual education" contained in
the Belgian draft were not clear. Though the representative of Belgium explained
that the words "psycho-sexual education" were taken from paragraph 132 of the World
Plan of Action, 20/ the Commission expressed preference for suoparagraph (e) of the
original text. During the discussion which followed, a number of representatives
underlined the importance for women's emancipation of access to family planning.
Two oral amendments were suggested to subparagraph (g). The representative of
Denmark proposed adding the words "and advice" before the words "on family planning".
This amendment was adopted by 20 votes to 1, with three abstentions. The
representative of France, on the other hand, proposed adding the word "specific"

20/ See foot-note 5.
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Bll. After the adoption of paragraph (g), the representative of India proposed an
additional paragraph (!:!) which would read:

"NothinG in this article shall be deemed to be against such special
measures as may be necessary, including providing special educational
institutions and scholarships designed to bridge the gap between the
education of girls and boys."

Though the representatives were in favour of the additional paragraph submitted by
India, some of them noted that it should be used in a broader context, since it
concerned other rights as well and therefore should be included in article 4, the
discussion of which had been postponed.

85. At its 642nd meeting the Commission unanimously adopted article 10 as
amended.

Article 11

86. Article 11 was discussed at the 642nd, 644th and 646th to 648th meetings.
The Commission had before it three texts, i.e. the original and the alternative
texts (E/CN.6/S91, annex Ill), as well as the Belgian version (E/CN.6/591/Add.l and
Corr.l). The United States proposed amendments to the alternative version
(E/CN.6/L.68o), which read as follows:

"(~) Introductory paragraph:

"Delete the words 'married or unmarried' after the words 'to ensure to
women' .

"(b) Add the following as subparagraph (§:):

'Appropriate measures, including legislation to ensure equal
employment opportunities for women and to prevent discrimination in
employment on the basis of sex'.

"( c) Add the following as subparagraph (~):

'Appropriate measures, including legislation, to ensure the health
and safety of all workers, male and female, in their conditions of
employment; States Parties which have enacted laws designed to protect
women workers from hazardous conditions of employment shall undertake
progressively to extend such protections to all workers to the end of
eliminating differences in treatment of male and female'workers and
ensuring equal employment opportunities for women'.
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"p aragraph 2

if ( a ) Revi se subparagraph (~) to read as follows:

'To make unlawful dismissal merely based on marriage or maternity'."

Article 11, as amended and modified by the United States, read as follows:

HI. States Parties shall ado pt ::111 appropr La'te measures to ensure to
women, equal rights with men in the field of economic and social life and,
in particular:

"(a)
employment
employment

Appropriate measures, including legislation to ensure equal
opportunities for women and to prevent discrimination in
on the basis of sex;

e

•

H(b) The right, without discrimination on grounds of marital status or
any other grounds, to receive vocational training, to work, to free choice of
profession and employment and to professional and vocational advancement;

n(£) The right to equal remuneration with men and to equality of
treatment in respect of work of equal value;

"(d) Appropriate measures, including legislation, to ensure the health
and safety of all workers, male and female, in their conditions of employment;
States Parties which have enacted laws designed to protect women workers from
hazardous conditions of employment shall undertake progressively to extend
such protections to all workers, to the end of eliminating differences in
treatment of male and female workers and ensuring equal employment
opportunities for women;

"(~J The right to leave with pay, retirement privileges and provision
for security in respect of unemployment, sickness, old age or other incapacity
to work;

HC!J The right to receive family allowances on equal terms with men.

i12. In order to prevent discrimination against women on account of marriage
or maternity and to ensure their effective right to work States Parties shall
undertake measures:

Tt(§!J To make unlawful dismissal merely based on marriage or maternity;

"(b) To encourage the prov~s~on of paid maternity leave with the
guarantee of returning to former employment;

I9(C) To encourage the provision of the necessary supportive social
service;. 11

88. During the discussion Which followed and which mostly concerned the original
and the alternative texts, opinion was divided. Some representatives expressed
preference for the alternative text, considering it less detailed and more flexible.
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Other representatives, however, stressed the fact that the provisions of the
original text had already been embodied in "the Declaration on the Elimination of 96
Discrimination against Women and in the International Covenant on Economic, Social Wl

and Cultural Rights (General Assembly resolutions 2263 (XXII) and 2200 A (XXI)), and
therefore should not be omitted in the draft Con.vention being prepared. Most 97
representatives, however, noted that the best solution would be a united text, of
namely the alternative version strengthened by the original one. wh

89. The representative of Iran stated that though in principle she approved of
the original text of article 11, some paragraphs of this text were not compatible
with Iranian law. The representative of Indonesia stressed the need'to keep the
words "the right ..• to work, to free choice of profession" in subparagraph C~) Th
and explained tha.t they might have been inadvertently omitted in the draft "f
Convention presented by Indonesia in document E/CN.6/591. ad

Co
90. At its 644th meeting, by 14 votes to 11, the Commission decided to take the
alternative text as a basis for the discussion.· I 98
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"The right without discrimination, on grounds of civil or marital
status or any other grounds, to free choice of profession and employment
to promotion and to job security." '
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91. The observer of ILO stated that ILO preferred the alternative text as it
corresponded more to ILO standards and that as far as the labour protection of
women was concerned, ILO had requested Governments, in the light of scientific
and technological progress, to reconsider labour protective measures on an
individual basis, not on the grounds of sex, and that labour legislation was now
oriented towards labour protection of workers irrespective of their sex.

Paragraph 1

92. The representative of the USSR stated, in that connexion, that the observer
of ILO should not take a position in the discussion in favour of a certain group of
cc~ntrie8 and that she did not understand the ILO position, since the provisions of
the original text of article 11 corresponded to those of the no conventions and
that, finally, the observer of ILO had in her statement omitted reference to the
respective ILO conventions aimed at special labour protection of women workers.

94. At the same meeting, the Commission adopted without a vote subparagraph (~)
as submitted by Belgium and France, which read as follows:

93. At its 644th meeting, the Commission adopted without a vot;e :;ht, introductory
part, of the a'Lternativo text as urally amended by the representative of Hungary ,
put t i ng after the words "States Parties shall" the wares "undertake to ll •

The representative of Mexico proposed deleting the words "or marital'" the
representative of the USSR suggested that the words "to receive vocational training
and retraining" be included after the words lIor any other groundS".

"The right to work as an inalienable right of all human beings."

:r;. The representative of Belgium submitted the following text for
subparagraph (2):



,f 96. _The amend~d version of subparagraph (:9), as s1.1bmit,ted by .Belgium' and. orally
:ia: amended by Mexlco and the USSR, was adopted without a,vote at the 646th meeti?g.

97. The Commission discussed subparagraph (~) at its 646th meeting. As the basis
of its discussion it took the text of subparagraph ("9) of- the alterpative ve.rsi.on ,.
which stated:

le
e

e

t"

P 0
g 0

i

"The right to equal remuneration with men and to equality oi trea:tIIlent
in respect of work of equal value".

The representative of the USSR proposed that it should be made clear that the words
7rfor work of equal value" also applied to equal remuneration. She also proposed
adding the following words at the end of the subparagraph: "as defined in the
Convention of the International Labour Organisation on this subj eec 11 •

/ 98. After some discussion, the Commission adopted without a vote the text of
subparagraph (£), as orally amended by the USSR.

99. After the adoption of the subparagraph, the observer of ILO made reference to
the single existing ILO convention on that SUbject, namely ILO Convention No. 100
on equal remuneration of men and women for work of equal value, which was to be
revised, and to the corresponding ILO Recommendation, and therefore suggested
replacing the word "conventions " by the word "instruments". The representative of
the United States expressed reservations with respect to the subparagraph as adopted
by the Commission.

100. Subparagraph (d) was discussed at the 646th meeting. The Commission took as
the basis for discussion sUbparagraph (d) of the text presented by Belgium. After
minor oral amendments, submitted by the representatives of France and the USSR, the
Commission adopted the text of the subparagraph.

101. The representative of Colombia expressed reservations with respect to the word
"unemployment", since in her country there was no corresponding legislation.

ry 102. Subparagraph (e) was discussed by the Commission at its 646th meeting. As the
basis for discu~sion it took subparagraph (d) of the alternative text. After a
discussion during which several modifications were made, the Commission adopted the
following text without a vote.

"The right to family benefits on equal terms for men and womenii •

103. At the 647th meeting, the representative of the United States proposed a text
for 8ubparagraph (!) which was adopted without a vote.

104. At the same meeting, the representative of the United States proposed the
following s ubparagraph (g):

I1To ensure the health and safety of all workers, male and female, in their
conditions of employment; States Parties which have enacted laws designed to
protect women workers from hazardous conditions of employment shall undertake
progressively to extend such protections to all workers 11 •

•



Parar:rttph 2

105. 'I'he representative of the USSR proposed the inclusion, as a new article 12, of'
paragraphs 2 and 3 of article 10 of the Declaration on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women (General Assembly resolution 2263 (XXII)). As a
compromise version, some representatives proposed the consideration of article 9 of'
the Declaration on Equality of Opportunity and Treatment for Women Workers, adopted
oy the General Conference of ILO on 25 June 1975 and contained in
document E/CN.6/603.

106. The introductory part of paragraph 2 as submitted in the alternative text was
adopted without a vote at the 647th meeting.

107. During the discussion of subparagraph C~), the Commission took as the basis of'
discussion the text presented by Belgium which read as follows:

ilprohibiting - sUbject to the imposition of penalties - dismissal on
grounds 0 f marriage, pregnancy or maternity".

The representative of France proposed adding the word "leave" after the word
"maternity". The Commission at its 647th meeting adopted without a vote
subparagraph (~) as contained in the text submitted by Belgium and amended by France.

108. During the discussion of subparagraph (~), the Commission took as the basis or
discussion the text of subparagraph (£) of the text submitted by Belgium which read
as follows:

17Granting paid leave for pregnancy and maternity, without loss of the job
held and without loss of social allowances and benefits, the periods of leave
being treated as equivalent to periods of work actually performed".

109. Two amendments were submitted to this text. The representative of India
:proposed the insertion of the words "Progressively to introduce" to replace
"Granting". The representatives of France and Hungary proposed the addition of a
new sentence, namely, "the cost of this protection should be borne by social
securi ty systems or other publ Lc funds or collective systems It. Some representatives
opposed the joint amendment of France and Hungary, referring to the different
:practice and legislation in that field. The Commission, at its 647th meeting, by
14 votes to 1, with 9 abstnetions, adopted subparagraph (b), as submitted, by
Belgium and amended by France, Hungary and India. -

110. Subparagraph (~) was discussed by the Commission at its 647th meeting. As the
basis of discussion it took subparagraph (c) of the alternative text, which read as
follows: -

ilTo encourage the provision of the necessary supportive social services. 11

Ill. Two oral amendments were made to this text. The representative of the USSR
proposed the inclusion of the words "including possibilities of child-care services"
at the end of the phrase and the re:presentative of Guinea proposed the addition of
a new phrase, namely, "and to grant women free medical services during :pregnancy,
confinement and the post-natal period". At the 648th meeting, the USSR amendment
was adopted without a vote and the amendment proposed by Guinea was adopted by
18 votes to 1, with 3 abstentions. Subparagraph (~) of the alternative text, as
amended by Guinea and the USSR, was adopted without a vote.
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112. The representative of Belgium expressed reservations regarding the USSR
of amendment on the grounds that this item was included in article 13 of the draft

Convention and that, in her view, it was not within the framework of article 11.

of 113. At the same meeting, the Commission adopted without a vote article 11 as
.ed orally amended.

Former article 12 (E/CN.6/59l, annex Ill)
,S

of

114. At its 648th meeting the Commission decided, by 10 votes
4 abstentions, to examine articles 12, 13 and 14 separately.
article 12 at the same meeting.

to 9, with
It discussed

115. The representatives of Madagascar and Pakistan stated that, in view of their
support for the alternative text of article 11, they would not comment on
articles 12, 13 and 14.

116. At the beginning of the discussion, a number of representatives suggested that
the Working Group combine both the alternative and the original texts. Preference

nee either for the original, or for the alternative text was expressed by a number of
representatives. On the other hand, several representatives observed that

of article 12 was redundant, since its provisions had been included in article 11.
ad

117. At the same meeting, the Commission decided by 13 votes to 7, with
2 abstentions, to eliminate article 12.

ob
e

ves

le
is

11

-43-



An additional article on rural women
(New' article 12)

118. At the 644th meeting, the observer of the Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations (FAO) stressed that the Commission should give greater
consideration to rural vomen vrithin article 11 by catering to their needs for
social improvements and economic opportunities. The Commission might wish
therefore to consider the inclusion within this article of provisions for expansion
of social services in rural areas, particularly for women involved in agriculture.
The observer of FAO referred in this connexion to resolution 21 ~ll on conditions
of women in rural areas, adopted by the World Conferen~e of the International
Women's Year at Mexico, as well as to two General Assembly resolutions, adopted
at the thirtieth session, namely resolution 3523 (XXX) on women in rural areas and
resolution 3522 (XXX) on improvement of the economic status of women for their
effective and speedy participation in the development of their countries.
Reference was also made to resolutions adopted at the 1974 World Food Conference:
resolution lIon priorities for agriculture and rural development which called on
"the need to involve women more fully in the process of rural development and the
implications thereof for education and extension services1!, and resolution VIII
on women and food. 22/ The Commission agreed that the Convention should deal with
rural women.

119. At the 652nd meeting, the representative of India, observing that the
problems of women in rural areas Were not sufficiently considered in the draft
Conventio~on, proposed an additional article on that topic.

120. The article concerning women in rural areas was considered at the
658th meeting. India proposed the following text, slightly amended by the sponsors
(Egypt, German Democratic Republic, India, Indonesia, Iran, Pakistan, Thailand and
the United States of America).

"States Parties shall take all measures to eliminate discrimination
against women in rural areas in order to guarantee them equality as
participants in and beneficiaries of agricultural and rural development and
particularly the right to:

"(~) Participate fully in the formulation and implementation of
development planning from the local to the national levels;

"(:2) Receive adequate medical and health facilities, including family
planning advice and services;

!,(~J Obtain all types of training, formal and non-formal, including
functional literacy as well as the benefit of all community and extension
services;

"( d) Participate equally in all community activities, including
co-operatives ; .

21/ Report of the World Conference of the International Women's Year (United
Nation; publication, Sales No. E.76.IV.l), chap. Ill.

22/ Report of the World Food Conference (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E:75.II.A.3), chap. 11.
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"(~) Obtainequal·ac.cess t.o credit and loans, marketi~gfa,cilities,'
appropriate 't ec hno Log i es and equa.l, :tre~tl1iei.r.t in' 'rand. and.' agrarian reform as
'fell as land. resettlement: sc heme s ;" .

121. The repr eserrt.at i ve of 'India. 'pr-opo'sed' the insertion ·of 'the"article between'
articles 10 and ll, or after article 11.

. .' ,

122. AmenJrnents to the text were pr~posedbY the representatives of.the
Byelorussian SSR .and Cuba.· The Bye.l.or-us si.an SSRam~ndn1ent.to subpar-agr-aph (b), as
further amended by Belgium. I:gypt and France, read. as .f'oL'Iows: '. "a.svve.Ll. as
personal rights to social security on an equal footing 'With men". The
representative of Cuba proposed the addition of the words "and education'; aft er
the word "t.r-a in.i.ng " in subparagz-aph (~..L

. .

123. 'I'he text of the article, .as submitted by" the. sponsors' and· amended by the
Byelorussian 8811, Belgium,Egypt, .Fr-anc e and i Cuba j was adopted without a vote.

124. The Commission also decided without a vote that the article wou.Ld, be a
se,:;·,arate one, and that the Style Comniitt~esho1iidfiridthe niostsuitable place
for it in the draft Convention.

ArtiCle 13

125.. '1'11e COID..111ission considered article 13 at its 648th and 649th meetings. At
its 648th meeting, by 12 votes to 1, with 2 abstentions, it decided to take the
alternative text of article 13 of the draft Convention as a basis for discussion
(:w/Cli. 6/591, annex Ill). The representative of the USSR subm.i.t t ed oral
amendments to the alternat ive text, namely to replace the words "t o enc ourage " by
the words "t.o adopt", to insert the words "e s pec ially women" .s.rt.er the words "to
enable parents" and to insert after the words "parental" the words "especially
maternal". The representative of the USSR submitted the text of a new par-agraph ,
to become paragraph 1, which corresponded to paragraph 4 of article 9 of the
Declaration on J.:;g,uality of Opportunity and Treatment for Ivomen \'lorkers, adopted by
the 110 General Conference on 25 June 1915 (:C/CW.6/603, annex). The representative
of India proposed an amendment to that text, to insert after the word "up to date';
the words "in cases where such limitations are discriminatory with regard to free
choice of employment of women and ..• 11. The text submitted by the representative
of the USSR and amended by the representative of India, read as follows:

"The States Parties shall adopt measures to extend special protection
to women for types of worlc proved to be harmful to them from the standpoint
of their social function of reproduction. Such measures shall be periodically
reviewed and brought up to date in cases where such limitations are
discriminatory with regard to free choice of employment of women and in the
light of advances in scientific and t.ec hno.Log i.caf knowledge."

126. At the same tiIDe the representative of the USSR proposed that the
alternative text, as amended by the USSR, become paragraph 2 of article 13.

121. The representative of the United States proposed the following version of
article 13:
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"1. '1'}18 Utates Parties sha.Ll, encourage measures to enable parent s to
combine fulfilment of family parental obligations wi.th activity in the labour
fOr(~I!. in professions and in public life and shall, for that purlJos~. JJX"omote
the F:~[;tablishlllent of child-care f'ac i l.it i e s as needed. as a co-operat i.ve effort
of Government. business and industry and other institutions and or'gan i za't f.ons
in the nrivate sec t or ,

";;>. il.piJropriate measures shall be t aken including legislat ion to ensure
t ue health and safety of all workers. male and female. in their conditions
of ompf.oymcrrt .

"3. Protective Legi s.Lat ion applying to women only should be revievred
in the light of scient ific and technological knowl.edg e , and should be
r ev i ccd , repealed or extenrled to all workers as necessary.

128. The representative of Iran proposed the deletion of the wor-d "only" in
paragraph 3 of the above text.

129. At the 649th meeting. the USSR amendment to the alternative text of
article 13 va s rejected by 7 votes to 6, with 6 abstentions. The alternative text
was adopted by 12 votes to none, with 8 abstentions. The first additional
lxLragranh of the United States amendment was adopted by 10 votes to 4, wit h
7 abstentions. 'I'he second additional paragraph of the United States amendment. as
amended b.'r Iran, was adopted 'by 9 votes to 6, with 6 abstentions. The additional
paragraph presented by the USSR, as amended by India, vas adopted by 9 votes to 4,
with 0 abct.ent i.ons ,

130. Article 13, as a whole, as amended, was adopted by 10 votes to none, wi.t h
11 abstentions.

131. In the explanation of votes, the representatives of Belgium, France,
Indonesia and Pakistan stated that they had abstained since the adopted text was
confused and contained duplication. This opinion .Tas shared by the representat ives
of Colombia, Hungar-y and Ir-an, The representative of the USSR stated that the
concept contained in the paragraphs submitted by the United States did not
corr eapond to the meaning of the Convention; she asked the Economic and Soc ial
Council to reconsider paragraphs 2 and 3. The representative of Mexico abstained,
remarking that the article did not state a proper legal and political concept.

132. 'I'he representat ives of :gypt and the United Kingdom expressed the hope
that it would be possible to improve the text in the process of drafting.

Former article 14 and additional article
(E/Ctl.6/591, annex Ill)

133. At its 649th meeting, by 10 votes to 7, vrith 2 abstentions, the Commission
decided to eliminate former article 14. At the same meeting it decided without
t' '~ vo ,8. not to con~lder the additional article, since its provisions were included

111 art1cle 11. wl~ch had been adopted by the Co~nission.
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CIVIL MID FAl'1ILY RIGHTS
our
ote Article 14
ort (Former article 15 (E/CH.6/591, annex IH))
ens

Paragraph 2

Paragraph 1

Article 15
(Former article 16 E/CN.6/591, annex Ill))

"The States Parties shall accord to women a civil and legal capacity
identical to that of men, and the exercise of that capacity. They shall
in particular Give them equal rights to conclude contracts and administer
property and treat them equally in all stages of procedure in courts and
tribunals.!Y

Paragraph 4

Paragraph 3

lLfO. Article 15 was considered by the Conaniss.i on at its 650th to 652nd meetings .

The Commission adopted the above text unanimously.

137. The Commission considered paragraph 3 at its 650th meeting and adopted, by
22 votes to none, with 1 abstention, paragraph 3 of the text submitted by Belgium.

135. The Commission adopted without a vote paragraph 1 as contained in the
original. text.

139. At the same meeting, the Commission adopted, wi t.hout a vote, Article 14 as
a whole, as amended.

136. As the basis for its consideration, the Commission took paragraph 2 of
article 15 of the text submitted by Belgium (E/Cd.6/591/Add.l and Corr.l). The
representative of Sweden proposed an amendment to that text which read as follows;

138. By 20 votes to none, with 3 abstentions, the Commission adopted paragraph 4
of the text submitted by Belgium.

as
~l

4,

ive:

ext

134. Article 14 was discussed at the 650th meeting. Most representatives stated
their acceptance of the original text of the article. The representatives of

ure .L::gypt, Indonesia and Iran, however , expressed reservations vrith respect to it on
the ground that it was incompatible with their respective national legislation.
The representative of Egypt explained that according to Egyptian law, the
domicile of the \dfe was that of her husband. The representative of Iran stated
that her reservations concerned paragraph 4 of the article. The representative
of the United Kingdom expressed reservations with respect to paragraph 3, on the
ground that its wording was obscure and thus sUbject to a wide interpretation.

•



Paragraph 1

141. At its 650th.and 65lstmeetings, the cominission examined paragraph 1
includi~b subparagraphs (a) to (!!). It adopted the introductory clause of the
article as contained in' the original text of article 16. It adopted, without a
vote, subpar-agr'aphs (a) and (:e) of theorigiri:al tf'xt ~

142. As thebasisforitsco~sideration of sUbparagraph (~), the Comnri as ion t ook
the original text. The 'representative of Pakistan expressed reservations with
respect to that subpar-agr-aph , specifying that the relevant Law in Pakistan was
currently under consideration. The representatives of Indonesia and Iran expressed.
reservations. with respect to the word "dd aso'Lut.Lon'", The representative of the
United I(ingdomproposed that the word "duties" should be replaced by the word
"r-esponsibiLft i e s". Subpa.r-a.gz-a.ph (~) ,as amended, was adopted by 22 votes to none"
with 2 abstentions.

143. As the basis for its consideration of subparagraph (~), the Commi as i.on took·
the original text. The representatives of Egypt, Indonesia and Iran expressed
reservations concerning the words "single parent". The representative of the
United Kingdom proposed replacing the word ."duties" by the word "responsibilities".
The representative of Cuba proposed deleting the words "exc ept in case of her being
a single parent", andraddi ng after the words "'responsibilities with meri'", the vor-d a
'for women, whether married or not". 'Subparagraph (d), as amended by the
United Kingdom and CUba, was adopted by 21 votes to none, with 4 abstentions.

It14. The representative of India proposed a new subparagraph (e) reading: ,

iiEqual rights of men and women to decide freely and responsibly on the
number and spacing of their children and to have access to the information,
education and means to enable them to exercise this right."

This text was adopted vi.thout a vote.

145. As the basis for its discussion of subparagraph (f), the Commission took
sUbparagraph ee) of the original text. The representative of Belgium proposed
inserting the words "and responsibilities" after the words "Recognition of equal
rights". This proposal was accepted. A second proposal by Belgium, to replace
the words "to adopt childr en It by the wor-ds Ilwi th .regard to all forms of child
adoption", was not adopted. The Commission adopted, without a vote, the text of
sUbparagraph ef) as amended by Belgium. The representative of Belgium noted that
the text as approved meant that adoption implied all legal fonns of adoption.

146. As the oasis for its discussion of subparagraph (g), the Commission took
aubpar-agraph (f) of the original text. The representa·tive of Canada proposed
replacing the words "Pr-ovi s i o n in Law for" by the wordsiRecognition Of 11 and the
words "men and women" by the words "husband and wife". The Canadian amendments
wer-e adopted by the Commission by 11 votes to 8, with 1 abstention. The text of
subparagraph (g), as amended, was adopted by 17 votes to none, with 3 abstentions.

147. As the basis for discussion of subparagraph (h), the Cormnission took
subparagraph (g) of the text submitted by Belgium (E/CN.6/S91/Add.l and Corr.l).
By 11 votes to-6, with 7 abstentions that text was adopted.
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Parar;raph 2

148. Paragraph 2 of article 15 was considered by the Commission at it s 651st
meeting, taking as a basis for its discussion the orie;inal text of article 16~

paragraph 2. The representative of the United States proposed replacing the
wor-da llChild marriage and the 'bet r ot ha.L of young girls before puberty" by the
words :The betrothal and the marriage of a child". By 12 votes to 6, wi t n
5 abstentions, the Commission adopted the United States amendment. The Commission
adopted par-agr-aph 2 of the original text, as amended, by 15 votes to none ••ri t h
6 abstentions.

149. The r epr es errt at ive of India: stated that she had voted for the paragraph
because she accepted the principle of registration of marr i age s , though it wa s not
yet compUlsory in India .

Paragraph 3

150. The Commis s i on took the original text of article 16, paragraph 3 as the basis
for its consideration of this ~aragraph at its 651st and 652nd meetings. Opinion
was divided with respect to this paragraph. Though some representatives underlined
its extreme importance for the elimination of discrimination against women as "Hell
as against the child born out of wedlock, others felt that discrimination against
the child was outside the framework of the draft Convention. Furthermore, some
re~resentatives considered the question too sensitive to be treated in an
international instrument.

151. At its 651st meeting~ the Conmission, by 10 votes to la, with 3 abstentions,
rejected the proposal by several representatives to eliminate paragraph 3.

152. The representative of Cuba presented an amendment to the original text,
namely to insert the words Illegal and" before the words "soc i.a l protection'. The
Cuban amendment was adopted without a vote. The representative of the United
Kingdom proposed the substitution of the words 'sinGle par errt s ': for the words
unwed mot.her s '", The United Kingdom amendment was adopted by 12 votes to 10, with

1 abstention. Paragraph 3, as amended by Cuba and the United Kingdom, vas
adopted by 12 votes to 3, with 8 abstentions.

153. Article 15 as a whole was adopted by 21 votes to none, with 2 abstentions,

154. The representat ive of the United States stated that she had abstained with
respect to subparagraph (h) since, in her view, it did not provide for equality
of rights of men and women. If this was due merely to terminology, the text
might be improved in the process of drafting by the Style Committee •

155. The representative of the Byelorussian SSR stated that she had abstained on
paragraph 3 since she believed that the term "si.ng Le parent s " did not correspond to
the purpose of the Convention, which was to eliminate discrimination against women.
That point of view was shared by the representative of Madagascar.

156. The representative of :E:gypt stated that she had voted for article 15 as a
~hole and considered that subparagraph (~) was in full accord with the principle
of equality of men and women.
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15T. 'J'lt,:: l'eJH'(~:'}erltativc of 11elf!;ium indicated that she had voted against
pa:r'o{';X'apll 3 since she preferred the Belgian version O;;/CiL6/591/Add. l and Corr.l).
At the uruue time, she considered article 15 essential.

l~;;i.l. 'r'he r-epr e aerrtrrt i.ve of the USSR stated that though she voted for article 15 as
a whoLe , she found parugraphe 2 and. 3 very inadequate. Paragraph 2 did not treat
tile ~;ubj ec t of young girls, who wer e very vulnerable, and par-agr-aph 3 should have
dealt with single mothers and not vrith single parents. Therefore she r equest ed the
Economic and [,QC ial Counc il to reconsider these paragraphs.

159. '1'11e representative of Pakistan stated that she had abstained on the article
s i nc e the r e spec t Lve Law in Pakistan was under consideration.

160. The representative of Indonesia explained that she had voted for paragraph 3,)
since the words "single parents" were acceptable to her delegation.

161. 'I'he r opr-esent.ab i.ve of Iran stated that he had voted for article 15"as a ",hole.
though be expressed reservations concerning some paragraphs.

FINAL PROVISIONS

162. At the 659th meeting, the representative of l3elgium made a statement in
vhic h she r ef'er-red to the need to include in the Convention the effect ive measures
for controlling the realization of its provisions, and noted in that respect that
the Convention might follow the example of the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights and the Optional Protocol, or the International Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, or could even provide for
another system of Impl.emerrcat Lon , but in any case should not be less effective than
the above-mentioned international instruments and even should represent a step
forward.

ArtiCle 16
(Formerly article 17 (l£/CN.6/591, annex HI))

163. Article 16 was discussed by the Commission at its 661st meeting. It had
before it article 17 of the original text and the text of article 17 SUbmitted by
Be Lg ium L':/Cl'I.6/59J/Add.l and Corr.l). It also had before it an additional
alternative paragraph appearing in document E/CN.6/591, annex III.

164. 'I'he r-epr eserrt.at ive of France proposed a new version based on the original text
which read as follows:

"Not.h i ng in the present Convention shall affect the provi saon s of
domestic legislation in force in a country if they are more favourable to
women. "

165. 'I'he representative of the United Kingdom also proposed a new version which
read as follows:

"ilcth i ng in the present Convention may be regarded as affecting
existing legislation whi.c h provides for more extensive measures to eliminate
discrimination against women than are provided for in the present Convention. 11
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166. The representative of Canada proposed an oral amendment to the text submitted
by France, namely to replace the word "courrt rv': by the words "State Party".

167. The text proposed by France and amended by Canada was adopted by the
Commission without a vote. It became paragraph 1 of article 16. The Commission
noted the need to review the paragraph from the point of view of concordance of
the different language versions.

168. The additional alternative paragraph was discussed at the same meeting and its
amended text was adopted by the Commission without a vote.

Article 17
(Former article 18 (E/CN.6/591, annex 111))

169. At its 661st meeting, the Commission adopted ,rrthout a vote a revised text of
the article proposed by Denmark.

Article 18
(Former article 19 (E/CN.6/591, annex 111))

170. At its 661st meeting, the Commission adopted lrithout a vote the article
dealing with requests for revision of the Convention as presented in the original
text.

(Former article 20 (E/CN.6/591, annex In))

171. Former article 20 of the draft Convention, dealing with withdrawals f'rom -the
Convention, was discussed by the Commission at its 661st meeting. The COITilllission
decided without a vote to delete this article. .

Article 19
(Former article 21 (E/CN.6/591, annex 111))

172. Article 19 dealing with the implementation of the Convention was discussed by
the Commission at its 66lst, 662nd, 665th to 667th, 672nd and 673rd meetings.
It had before it the original text of article 21 and two alternative texts to 't hat
article (E/CN.6/591, annex Ill), as well as articles 21 and 22 of the text
submitted by Belgium (E/CN.6/591/Add.l and Corr.l).

173. The original text provided that, every four years, the States parties would
submit reports on the measures adopted in implementing the Convention" and that
the Commission on the Status of Homen would consider the status of the
implementation of the Convention every four years and report on it to the Economic
and Social Council.

174. The two alternative texts and the Belgian text were based on the respective
articles of the International Convention on the Elimina~ion of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination (General Assembly resolution 2106 A (XX)).

175. The first alternative provided for the establishment of a committee
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consisting of "expert s of high moral standing and acknovledged impartiality
elected by States Parties from among their nationals 9 preferably member-s of the
Commissi.on on the Status of ""omen, who shall serve in their personal capacity,
consideration being given to equita'ole geographical distribution and to th: .
r epr-es entat i.on of the different forms of civilization as wel L as of the prmc i.paj
Lega.I systems". States parties would 'be respons~ble for,the expe~ses of the
members of the conmf t t ee vh.i Le they were per-f'orming c onmi t t ee dut i e s .

176. Under the second alternative text, States parties wouLd submit re~ort s on
measures adopted to give effect to the Convention, within one year of Lt s entry
into force and thereafter every t wo years and vrhenever the committee so requested.
The committee would report annually, through the Secretary-General, to the General
Assembly on its activities and might make suggestions and general recommendations
based on the examination of the reports and information received from States
parties. Such suggestions and general recommendations should be reported to the
General Assembly, together with comments, if any , from States parties.

177. Belgium submitted an amendment, (J,;/CN .6/1.700) to the first alternative text,
under which the committee would be composed of 12 exper-t s of high moral standing
and acknowledged impartiality, of recognized competence in the field of the status
of women and possessing legal experience, who would 'oe elected 'oy States parties
from among their nationals and who would serve in their personal capacity,
consideration being given to equitable geographical distribution and to
representation of the different forms of civilization and of the principal legal
systems.

178. Opinion was sharply divided on t.he question of what constituted the most
suitable machinery for the implementatibn of the Convention. Some representat ives
supported the idea of the creation of a committee~ such as the one created for the
implementation of the International Convention on the Blimination of All Forms of
Racial Discr~mination. In support ,of this idea, it ¥as pointed out that ,the
Commission on the Status of Women already had a full agenda and~ in all probability~
would not be able to give adequate and regular consideration to reports. It was
also stated that the implementation of the Convention should be supervised by
independent experts rather than representatives of Governments who served on the
Commission and that the control mechanism set up shQuld be composed solely of
rel)resentatives of States parties.

179. Other representatives, howev ar , obj ected to the creation of a committee,
believing that the establishment of such a committee would be a duplication of and
perhaps a viOlation of the terms of reference of the Commission on the Status of
\vomen, and might reduce the importance of the Commission itself. There was some
concern also that such a procedure would be too costly and might unnecessarily
burden the machinery of the United Nations and that. finally. since t.ne expenses
of t~e members of such a committee would be paid b,y the States parties, it might
be dlfficult for them to maintain impartiality.

~80. ~ome representatives felt that the question was too complicated to be decided
lnrraedlately and that further consideration and deliberations were necessary in
order to reach a compromise solution.

181. At the 662nd meeting. the representative of the United Kingdom proposed an
amendment to paragraph 6 of the first alternative text~ providing that the
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expenses of the members of the committee "shall be equally apportioned" between
the States parties. She also proposed, wi.t h respect to the original text, that
the Commission on the Status of Women should report to the Economic and Social
Council every four years with respect to the implementation of the Convention.

182. At the 665th meeting, the representative of Colombia proposed, as an
amendment to the original text, the addition in. paragraph 2 after the words "the
Commission on the Status of vJomen" of the words 'meeting in a special session for
this pur-poss,",

183. At the 666th meeting, a number of non-governmental organizations in
consultative status with the Economic and Social Council submitted a statement
(:E:/C~i. 6/NGO/272) which was circulated in accordance with paragraphs 29 and 30 of
Council resolution 1296 (XLIV); in the statement they dr ew attention to the
desirability of making a provision in the Convention for the handling of
information from non-governmental sources. They suggested (E/CN.6/NGO/2T2/Add.l)
the addition of a paragraph to this article of the draft Convention, which would
provide for the submission to the Commission on the Status of Women of information
and recommendations by non-governmental organizations, together with comments, if
any, of the States parties directly involved, relating to the observance of the
provisions of the Convention.

184. At the same meeting, India proposed as an amendment (E/CN.6/L.705) to
paragraph 1 of the original text, the addition of the follo\>Ting sentence:

"In preparing these reports, States Parties are urged to make the fullest
use of national commissions on the status of women and women's voluntary
organizations, which would be best qualified to report on what is actually
happening in the country, as against merely stating the formal legal
posit ion. "

185. In an
proposed:
years, and

amendment (E/CN.6/L.707) to paragraph 2 of the original text, India
(a) that reports should be submitted every two rather than every four
(~) that the following sentence be added at the end of the paragraph:

"In order to assist them with this work , the Commission on the Status
of Women may elect a working group of between ten to fifteen members based
on the principle of equitable geographical distribution and giving
preference to the States Parties to the present Convention, which would meet
not more than two weeks before the regular session of the Commission. I!

186. The representative of Iran proposed that the original text be amended to
provide for the establishment of a sub-committee of the Commission on the status
of Women, to meet every two years, two weeks before the regular session of the
Commission, to consider the question of the status of the implementation of the
Convention.

187. At the request of some representatives, representatives of the Division of
Human Rights were invited to explain the various procedures and machinery of
implementation provided under conventions in the field of human rights concluded
under the auspices of the United Nations and, in particular, with respect to the
two international covenants on human rights (General Asssnbly resolution
2200 A(XXI)), the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Racial Discrimination and the International Convention on the Suppression and
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PL1ni shmerrt of t he Crime of Al)artheid (General Assembly resolution 3068 (XXVIII)).
'1'hey explained the different systems of procedures and bodies which "rere provided
under these different instruments. They also an swered a number of questions
relating to imnlementation ~rocedures including the respective competence of the
Human Rights C~mmittee and of the Committee on the .elimination of Racial
Discrimination.

188. Iran, Egypt and Denmark proposed amended versions of the original text.

189. The text proposed by Iran (:c/cH.6/L.706), based on article IX of the
rnt ernational Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of
Apartheid, read as follows:

"1. States Parties undertake to submit every four years to the Secretary­
General reports on legislative, administrative and practical measures which
they have adopted in implementing the provisions of the present Convention.

"2. Every two years f'o l Lowmg this Convention's entry into force, the
Commission on the Status of Nomen shall consider the question of the status
of the implementation of the Convention by the States Part ies, and submit
the report to the £conomic and Social Council.

"3. 1very two years the Commission on the Status of \'Tomen shall appoint a
group of ten members of the Commission with due consideration to the
principle of equitable geographical distribution.

j'411 If among the members of the Comrnission on the Status of Women there
are less than ten such representatives, the Secretary-General of the United
Nations shall, after consulting the States Parties to the Convention,
designate enough representatives of the States Parties which are not
members of the Commission to participate in the work of the group e stabl.Lshe.
in accordance with paragraph 1 of this article, until such time as
representatives of the States Parties to the Convention are elected to the
Commission on the Status of vlomen.

"5. The group vrill meet for a period of not more than t.wo weeks before the
opening of the regular session of the Commission on the Status of 1T0men, to
consider the reports submitted in accordance with article ..• and submit
it s report to the Commission for its consideration. H

190. The text proposed by Egypt (E/CN.6/L.708) read as follows:

Ill. Each State Party undertakes to promote the establishment at the
national level of procedures aimed at achieving progressively the full
realization of the rights r-ecogn i z ed in the present Convention.

"2. Every tvTO years following this Convention's entry into force, each
State Party undertakes to su~nit to the group established under paragraph 3
of the present article, reports on the legislative, judicial, administrative
or other measures that it has adopted in implementing the provisions of the
present Convention.

"3. The Commission on the Status of \'lomen shall appoint every four years,
on the basis of equitable geoe;raphical distribution, a group of ten members



of the Commission who are also representatives of States Parties to the
present Convention~ who will work in their personal capacity, to consider
reports submitted by States Parties and to transmit suggestions and general
recommendations based on their examination of the reports to the Commission.

;; 4. If among the members of the Commission on the Status of li'Tomen there
are less than ten such representatives~ the Secretary-General of the United
Nations shall, after consulting the States Parties to the Convention,
designate enough representatives of the States Parties which are not members
of the Commission to participate in the work of the group established in
accordance vQth paragraph 3 of this article until such time as representatives
of the States Parties to the Convention are elected to the Commission.

"'5. The group will meet for a period of not more than two weeks before the
opening of the regular session of the Commission on the Status of l·!omen to
consider the reports submitted.'

191. The text proposed by Denmark (L/CN.6/L.7l0) read as follows:

"Vlith a view to ensuring the observance of the provisions of this
Convention:

"i , States Parties shall undertake to promote measures at the national level
aimed at achieving progressively the full realization of the rights
recognized in the present Convention.

"2. States Parties shall undertake to submit reports on the legislative,
judicial, administrative and other measures which they have adopted and which
give effect to the provisions of the present Convention. Reports may
indicate factors and difficulties affecting the degree of fulfilment of
obligations under the present Convention. All reports shall be submitted
through the Secretary-General of the United Nations for consideration by the
Special Committee established by this article.

01 3 . A Special Committee (hereafter referred to as the Committee) shall be
established by the Commission on the Status of ~~men consisting of fifteen
members elected by the Commission from a list of persons nominated by the
States Parties from among their nationals, consideration being given to
equitable geographical distribution and to the representation of different
forms of civilization as well as of the principal legal systems. Tile members
of the Committee, who shall serve in their personal capacity, shall be
elected in ~ccordance with rules to be established by the Commission.

;14. States Parties to the present Convention shall furnish their reports in
stages, in accordance with a programme to be established by the Committee
within one year of the entry into force of the present Convention after
consultation with the States Parties and the specialized agencies concerned.

d 5. In preparing these report s , Stat es Parties are urged to make the
fullest use of national machinery established to promote the advancement of
women.

"6. Specialized agencies shall be entitled to be represented at the
consideration of the implementation of such provisions of this Convention as
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fall within the scope of their activities. They shall be entitled to submit
reports on the implementation of relevant instruments adopted by them or
under their auspices.

"7. The C.ommittee sball report to the Commission on the Status of Homen on
its activities and may mah:egeneral recommendations. based on the examination
of the reports from the St.ates Part ies. The Commission shall under-take to
transmit the Committee's report together with its own comments to the TIconomic

. and Social CounciL 1.1

192. At the 672nd meeting, t.ne sponsors of all amendments submitted presented a
new version of the article (E/CN .6/L. 715), vrhich read as follows:

Ill. The States Parties undertake to adopt measures at the national level,
including the establishment of machinery and procedures, aimed at achieving
the full realization of the rights recognized in the present Convention.

"2. (a) I!,very two years following the entry into force of the present
Convention, States Parties undertake to submit to the Secretary-General of
the United Nations reports on the legislative, judicial, administrative or
other measures which they have adopted and on the progress made in
implementing the provisions of the Convention; reports may indicate factors
and difficulties affecting the degree of fulfilment of obligations under the
Convent ion;

"(b) In preparing their reports, the States Parties shall make use of
national machinery established to promote the advancement of women and of
national non-governmental organizations, including women's organizations;

.; (c) The States Parties shall furnish their reports in stages, in
accordance with a programme to be established after consultation with the
States Parties and the specialized agencies concerned.

"3. For the purpose of considering the progress made in the implementation
of the present Convention by the States Parties, the Commission on the Status
of Women shall establish an ad hoc Group consisting of ten to fifteen persons.
The Group shall be elected by the Commission from among its own members who
are States Parties to the Convention and from an additional list of persons
nominated by States Parties who are not members of the Commission,
consideration being given to the principle of equitable geographical
distribution and representation of differing legal systems. The members of
the Group shall serve in their personal capacity and shall be elected every
two years.

"4. The ad hoc Group shall normally meet for a period of not more than
two weeks before the opening of the regular session of the Cownission on the
Status of Homen, to consider the report s submitted in accordance with
paragraph 2 above and submit its report to the Commission for its
consideration.

"5. The ad hoc Group shall report to the Conunission on the Status of \Jomen
on its activities and may make general recommendations based on the
exam.inat i on of the reports from the. States Parties. The Commission shall
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transmit the report of the Group, together with its own comments 0 to the
~conomic and Social Council.

"6. Specialized agencies shall be entitled to be represented at the
consideration of the implementation of such provisions of the present
Convention as fall within the scope of their activities. They shall be
entitled to submit reports on the implementation of relevant instruments
adopted by them or under their auspices.

"7. The Economic and Social Council may submit from time to time to the
United Nations General Assembly reports with recommendations of a general
nature and a summary of the information received from the States Parties
to the present Convention and the specialized agencies on the meqsures taken
and the progress made in achieving general observance of the rights
recognized in the present Convention.

,18. The Economic and Social Council may bring to the attention of other
organ s of the United Nations, their SUbsidiary organs and specialized
agencies concerned with furnishing technical assistance any matters arising
out of the reports referred to in this part of the present Convention, which
may assist such bodies in deciding, each within its field of competence~ on
the advisability of international measures likely to contribute to the
effective progressive implementation of the present Convention. \i

193. The representative of Belgium expressed reservations "lith respect to the
above version.

194. Paragraphs 1 and 2 (a) were adopted without a vote at the 673rd meeting~

195. Oral amen~ments to paragraph 2 (b)" were proposed by the representatives of
Canada, Mexico and Sweden, and the p~ragraph thus ame~ded was adopted without a
vote.

196. Paragraph 2 (c) incorporating an' oral suggestion by the representative of
Denmar-lr , adding after the 'Words "wi t h a programme tb be establi~hedlt the words

1 '
'by the ad hoc Group, set up under this'ari;icle'\ was also adopted. ,dthout a vote.

197. Amendments to paragraph 3 were submitted by the representatives of Canada,
the USSR and the Dni ted States. The representative of Canada proposed that the
last sentence be amended to read:;Those elected to the Group .•. iI The
representative of the USSR proposed the de Let i.on of the phra.se l1s ha l l serve in
their personal capacity and" but subsequently idthdrew that amendment. The
r ep.r e s e nt.at; ive of the United States proposed amending the second and third
sentences of the paragraph to read:

11'1'11e Group shall be elected by the Commission from among States Parties
to the Convention and with consideration being given to the principle of
equitable geographical distribution and representation of differing legal
systems. Those nominated shall have been involved in the advancement of
equality of rights of men and women. The members of the Group, not less
than half of whom shall be women, shall serve in their personal capacity
and shall be elected every two years. 'v

198. 'I'he above amendment was rejected by 13 votes to 8. Paragraph 3, as amended
by Canada, was adopted by 16 votes to none, with 5 abstentions.
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~~03. Paragraph 8 was adopted without a vote.

2oh. Article 19 as a whole, as amended, was adopted without a vote. The Commission
was ~iven information concerning the administrative and financial implications of
the article.

200. Paragraph 5 was adopted without a vet e .

201. Paragraph 6 incorporating the words "different stagte~ of"fbtehforebthe words:
"the consideration of the implementation11, at the sugges aon 0 e 0 server of
11,0, was also adopted without a vote.

202. Para.graph 7 was adopted without a vote with the ~endments prop,osed by ~he

representatives of France, Hungary and Sweden, r-epl.ac i ng t~e words may su~mlt

from time to time" by the words "shall submit periodically and the words IT,eneral
obser-vance" by the words "full observance"

1~)9. Para/jraph h was adopted witho~t ~ vote w~th
"and nubmit its report to the Cormt sai.on for Lts
of the representative of Denmark.

the deletion of the phrase
consideration" at the suggestion
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205. The representatives of Belgium, Denmark, the United States and the United
Kingdom expressed reservations with respect to the article as adopted.

Additional article 19 bis

206. At the 673rd meeting, due to the fact that, in her oplnlon, the Convention
did not provide for sufficient measures of implementation, the representative of
Belgium submitted an additional article 19 bis (E!CN.6!L.7l8) which read as
follows:

"As soon as this Convention enters into force, the States Parties
undertake to examine, in the Commission on the Status of Women; the possibility
of establishing procedures for the implementation of this Convention with a
view to enabling States Parties and their nationals to address themselves to
the ad hoc Group."

207. Opinions with respect to this draft articles were divided. Though some
representatives supported it, believing that it strengthened the system of
implementation established in article 19, many opposed it, feeling that, from the
legal point o:f view, the article was controversial, since after the entry into
force of the Convention, the States parties would only be able to modify the
Convention in accordance with the respective provisions embodied in it and that,
finally, the measures of implementation had already been adopted in article 19,
which they considered adequate. One opinion expressed was that the inclusion of
that article in the text of the Convention might be an obstacle to many States
in r:.,tifying the Convention or acceding to it. Concern was expressed that the
proposed additional article might jeopardize article 19 already adopted by the
Commisn.i on .

208. At the 674th meeting, the draft article sUbmitted by Belgium was rejected by
11 votes to 8, with 3 abstentions.
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Article 20
(Former article 22~E7cN.6!59l, annex Ill))

209. Article 20 was considered at the 663rd me e t i nv . As the basis for its
consideration, the Commission took the text of arti c.Le 22 contained in document
E/CN.6/591, annex Ill.

210. The representative of the United Kingdom su~~ested that the number of
ratifications necessary to bring the Convention into force should be at least 27,
follovTing the precedent of the International Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Racial Discrimination, or 35, i'bjllowinf5 the precedent'of t.he~~,..
international covenants on human riR;hts. 'I'he representative of the Uni t'~:d. States
suggested that the number of ratifications should cOVer at least on~ third of the
States Members of the United Nations. The representatives of Hungary and the
USSR, on the other hand, suggested that this figure should be as low as possible
so as to make the Convention enter into force at the earliest possible date. The
majority of representatives expressed preference for 20 ratifications.

211. Article 20 was adopted by the Commission without a vote.

Article 21
(Former article 2~f1E/CN.6/591, annex III))

212. Article 21 was considered by the Commission at its 663rd meeting. As the
basis for its consideration, it took the text of article 23 contained in document
E/CN.6!591, annex 111. Following the proposal of the representative of Hunrr,ary,
the Commission deleted subparagr'aph (c) and adopted without a "Vote the text of tbis
article thus amended. -

Article 22
(Former article 24(E/dj:bJ591, annex III))

;y 213. Article 22 was considered by the Commission at its 663rd meeting. As a
basis of its discussion, it took the text of article 24 contained in docwnent
E!CN.6/591, annex 111. It invited the Legal Counsel of the United Nations Office
at Geneva to clarify a number of points. It then adopted without a vote the
original text of the article.

An additional article on reservations

214. At the 663rd meeting, the question of including an article on reservations was
raised by the representative of Denmark. The opinion was expressed that
reservations which were not incompatible with the object and purpose of the
Convention should be permitted in accordance with accepted international practice.
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Reference was made to article 19 of the Vienna Convention on the Law of
Treaties~ 23/ with respect to reservations. A number of representatives, though
they agreedthat the Vienna Convention made provisions in that connexion ~ did not
see the need to include a provision on reservations in the text of the Convention
under discussion. Other representatives referred to the respective provision of
the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
DiscrirninC1tion (General Assembly resolution 2106 A (XX)) and sue;gested that the
~recedent of that Convention be followed.

215. Denrnark proposed an additional article on reservations (EjCN.6/L.701) which
was adopted without a vote. as orally revised by the sponsor at the 613rd meeting.

216. The draft Convention as a whole was adopted by the Commission without a vote
at its 679th meeting on 17 December 1976. (For the text, see chap. I. draft
resolution I, annex.)

B. Implementation of the Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination
against Women

211· At its 633rd meeting, the Comrniae i on deci.ded to consider agenda item 3 (eJ
in the context of item 4 c.~J.

218. At the 671~th mee't i.ng , the representative of Pakistan drew attention to the
declaration contained in document EjCN.6j606, which represented the culmination of
group action by millions of women in her country through the National Organizing
and Co..ordinating Cornmittee for Women's Activities in Pakistan. which had made a
detailed study not only of the activities of the Commission but also of the
Convention and the various resolutions and conventions of the ILO and considered
that the DeClaration could be of great importance until the Convention entered into
force.

23/ United Nations Conference on the Law of Treaties, Official Records
(United N~tions pUblication, Sales No.: E.70.V.5), p. 291.
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Ill. THE UNITED NATIONS DECADE FOR WOMEN:
EQUALITY; DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE,
1976-1985

A. Procedure fo~lo~ed by the Commission in its consideration of the item

219. The Commission considered agenda item 4 at its 633rd~ 635th~ 637th~ 639th;
641st, 643rd and 652nd to 657th meetings; at the twenty-sixth session and at its
668th to 674th and 676th meetings, at the resumed twenty-sixth session. It held
a general debate on the item as a whole before taking up the four subitems.

220. At its twenty--sixth session, the Commission completed the general debate
on the item as a whole and adopted the Prograi~e for the United Nations Decade for
Fomen. At the resumed session, the Commission adopted seven resolutions under the
item and also discussed specific questions relating to the preparatory work for the
1980 World Conference.

B. Evaluation of activities undertaken during the International Women's Year

221. Under the above subitem; the Commission had before it a report by the
Secretary-General containing an analysis of the activities undertaken during the
International Women's Year by Member States, specialized agencies and _
non-governmental organizations and an evaluation of their impact (E/CN.6/593).

222. In introducing this report, the Deputy Director, Centre for Social Development
and Humanitarian Affairs, noted that it had been prepared in accordance with
paragraph 42 of the annex to Economic and Social Council resolution 1849 (LVI),
which specifically called for the preparation of such a report. It was based on
information available to the Secretary-General concerning 91 Member States and
three non-Member States and which had been reported to the General Assembly at its
thirtieth session 24/ and on further information furnlshed as of 31 July 1976 by
32 Member States, and by United Nations bodies, specialized agencies and
non-governmental organizations.

223. Several representatives expressed the view that the Year had been one of
the most successful events proclaimed by the United Nations. It had marked a
new and important phase of the international womenfs movement and had seen the
initiation of broader measures for the attainment not only of equality of men and
women, but also of their full mobilization in the development effort and the
strengthening of international co-operation and peace.

224. One representative felt; however; that the activities and strategies for
the Year had lacked a rationale and had not been incorporated into an integrated

i and broad framework. Still another view was that it was too early to make an
I accurate evaluation of the impact of the Year and of the many activities that had
I been undertaken on that occasion.

II 24/ A/I0263 and Corr.l.
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225. The Commission noted with satisfaction the enactment of laws in a number of
countries, ranging from the more general types of legislation prohibiting
discrimination on grounds of sex, to the enactment of new family codes, or laws
on matrimonial reform establishing complete equality of the spouses, to more
specific lavTs guaranteeing equal opportunities or equal payor employment protection
for men and women workers.

226. Several representatives informed the Commission of the creation in their
countries of new government departments for women's affairs, as well as of national
cOIT@issions, committees or similar bodies. In some cases, special centres were
set up for research and training 5 or for public information.

227. Some representatives informed the Commission of national seminars and
conferences that had been organized in their countries with a view to increasing
consciousness and providing the necessary exchange of experience and information.

228. As a result of these activities organized during the Year, it was felt that
there was a growing awareness on the part of Governments that women's problems
were closely related to problemb of e~onomic and social development. Realizing
that women's problems co~ld no longer be considered in isolation from society's
other problems, some Governments had also taken steps to create services to improve
the lot of women workers. These ranged from improvements in facilities such as
child-care centres, maternity and child-care and medical services, which were
aimed at increasing the number of women in the labour force and encouraging women
to be economically active, to the encouragement of leadership at the grass-roots
level.

229. According to one representative, however, the Year had touched the lives of
too few women and had foundered on the chronic apathy of Governments. A number of
representatives Qid not share the view that Governments were apathetic to the
problems of women. They all shared the concern, however; for the conditions of
rural women in a large part of the developing world. It was stated that higher
rates of illiteracy prevailed among them. They had no access to insurance
schemes, were subjected to primitive working conditions and received extremely
low wages, They also suffered from the absence of technology and were most
affected by migration from rural to urban areas, which left them with fewer
openings for employment.

230. The full integration of women in the development process, it was stated,
required far-reaching changes, not only in social institutions, but also in the
attitudes of society. In the first place, social structures, institrrbions and
values had to be freed from innate discrimination against women. Secondly, the
attitudes of individuals and whole communities should not be allowed to limit
women's participation and contribution. Thirdly, women had to aCQuire a knOWledge
of political, afuninistrative and economic realities and develop an ability to use
that knovuedge for their own ends. The goal of full integration of women in the
development process placed a responsibility on Governments to eliminate obstacles
to its achievement, on the women of each country to participate fully in its
pursuit and on the Commission to ensure that the necessary measures for Governments
to take to remove existing obstacles were drawn up in meaningful programmes.
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C. The Propramme for the Decade for Women and related questions,
iri-c1{;dinr:r,--~echEj c-;l-c-o-":openltio}i activi t{es ---,----,

231. For the consideration of this subitem of agenda item 4, the Commission had
before it six reports: a report of the Secretary-General outlining action t~,en

to implement the recommendations of the General Assembly for the programme of the
Un i se d Nations Decade for '\!omen and related questions includinp; technical
co-operation activities (E/CN.6/594 and Corr.l and Add.l), a report of the
Secretary-,General on technical co-operation activities (E/CN.6/595), a report of
the International Labour Organisation on its activities of special interest to
women (E/CN.6/603), a report of the United Nations F.ducational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization outlining its activities of special interest to women
(E/CN.6j604)} a report of the Commission on the Status of Arab "lomen (E/CN.6/S97)
and a report of the Inter-American Commission for I'Jomen on the pror:;ramme for the
United Nations Decade for Nomen and related ques t i ons (E/CN.6/S96).

232. In introclucing the report on the prop.rarmne of the Decade (E/ClIT .6/594 and
Corr.l and Add.l), the Deputy Director, Centre for Social Development and
Humanitarian Affairs, pointed out that the programme was developed under headings
related to the threefold theme of the Decade, and was based on mandates from the
11J0rld Conference of the International Homen I s Year and the General Ass erno.Ly . Each
activity sugeested had as its authority either a specific resolution or the World
Plan of' Action endorsed by the General Assembly in its resolution 3520 (XXX). She
drew attention to section 11 of the report which summarized. the action t aken to date
to implement the recow~endations of the Conference and the General Assembly in
several major areas, namely: the elaboration of a joint interav.ency pro~ramme

for the intep,ration of women in development; the establishment of an International
Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Homen; the organization, in
co-operation with the re'!:ioi.lal commiss Lons , .of regional seminars, conferences and
similar meetings, and the development of regional programmes; and the initiation of
procedures for a system-vide review and appraisal of the World Plan of Action.
Special attention was also given to the elaboration of a programme for the use of
the resources of the Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade for l']omen. The
proBramme outlined in that section was rather general in content and dealt mainly
with international and regional action. The comrnents and suggestions of the
Commission were therefore invited particularly as regards the phasing of the
programme, puolicity for the prograrr@e and the national action that should be part
of the programme.

233. In referring to the report on technical co-operation activities for the
advancement of women (E/CN.6/59S), the Deputy Director pointed out that it
described relevant activities under the regular programme of technical co-operation
relating to won~n from 1974 to mid-1976 and also future activities that were bein~

planned under this programme. Such activities included the organization of seminars
and training courses and the award of fellowships. The report, she explained, had
been prepared primarily for the informati0n of the Commission.

234. The observer of the International Labour Organisation introduced the report
of the ILO on its activities of special interest to women (EjCN.6/603), which
referred to only those activities which were specifically directed to women. She
drew the attention of the Commission to the recommendations of the Tripartite Forld
Employment Conference held at Geneva in .Iune 1976. The Conference, r'e corm.i zi ng that
in many developing countries women constituted t.he group at the bottom of' the .Ladder ,
had recommended that special emphasis should be placed on promotinr, the status,
education, development and employment of WONen and on integrating them into the
economic and civic life of their countries.
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235. Recognizing that women ])layed a very important role in sac iety, the. Conference
had recommended that the workload of women should be alleviated through lmprovements
in their working and living conditions and the provision in national de:elo])ment
plans and policies of more resources for investment in favour of women ln rural
ar eus , Tile Conference had also r e quea t.ed that ])olicies required to meet basic need
needs should be made part of the International Strategy for the Second Development
Decade. and should form the core of the International Strategy for the Third
Development Decade. Accordingly, it was hoped that Governments and the lffiited
Nations system would finally devote more attention to women's needs~ for the
1Jenefit not only of women but of society as a whole.

236. The observer of UNESCO, introducing her Organization 7s report on its activities
of special interest to women (E!CN.6/604), stated that since the 1975 Conference in
Mexico, UNESCO had expanded those activities and had adopted an integrated
approach to prol.llems affecting women. UNESCO activities for the International
Homen's Year, which wer-e outlined in the report, fell into four major areas; the
promotion of exchanges of information between women in Member States; the
relationship between equal educatiun u~portunities and equal employment
opportunities; activities for the benefit of women in rural areas, including
functional literacy programmes; research on the philosophical, historical and
cultural issues which affected women in society. In carrying out those t.asks ,
UNESCO co-operated with non··governmental organizations and national commissions
on the status of women. She d~ew attention to resolution 16.1 adopted by the
General Conference of UNESCO at its eighteenth session (ibid., annex I), in which
it had called for a concentrated effort to improve the situation of women in the
areas of education, science, culture and communications.

237. In introducing her report (E/CN.6/597), the observer from the Commission on
the Stat.us of Arab Women drew the attention of the Cummission to the Regional Arab
Plan of Action which was adopted at the fourth session of the Commission. Its
purpose was to define priorities and planning objectives which would ensure the
full participation of women in national development efforts. The Commission
was also in the process of establishing a centre for information and research on
'Tomen 1 s affairs.

238. In introducing the report of her organization (E/cN.6/596), the observer from
the Inter-American Commission of Women drew attention to the activities that were
carried out and recommendations that "ere made in connexion with the vforld Conference
of the International Women's Year and to the activities to implement the
programme for the United Nations Decade for Homen. In that connexion, s1}e pointed
out that the General Assembly of the Organization of American States had adopted
a resolution on the Decade. The Commission's eighteenth Assembly, held at Miami,
Florida from 27 July to 5 August 1976, had forrrul~bed a regional plan for the
Decade. The Commission was in the process of establishing a multinational centre
for women, with headQuarters at Buenos Aires, for the purpose of providing
training~ research and information programmes relating to the problems of women.

239. During the debate on the Programme for the Decade, representatives of the
Cooo~ission stressed the need for adeQuate planning and for effective programming,
keeping up during the Decade the momentum gained oy the Year and the 1975 World
Conference. The majority of the representatives were of the opinion that the
Decade for Women was extremely timely in that it coincided with the Second United
Nations Development Decade and with the Programme of Action on the Establishment
of a New International Economic Order, which focused attention on the importance
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of questions relating to social and economic development, particularly in
developing countries. Since women accounted for one half of the international
community, it was essential for them to be fully integrated into the development
process. Thus it was important that each developinr, project be planned with a
full understanding of the special factors affecting women. Improvements in the
status of women would undoubtedly contribute to the solution of the social ana.
economic problems which were being faced by many countries.

240. The success of the Decade for Women, it was pointed out, could be ensured by
establishing close links between these three objectives and by mobilizing all the
available resources for the purpose. Peace, like development, could be promoted
by intensifyin~ the role of women in efforts to achieve international co-operation
and peace and in the struggle against forces that threatened international peace
and security.

241. Some representatives considered that the programme ~or the Decade as contained
in the report of the Secretary-General (E/CN.6/594 and Corr.l and tad.l)
contained too many research projects. Research, according to others~ was necessary
and should be planned in even greater detail so that it could be translated into
effective action. Such research implied the need for a methodology that would
produce uniform data and, to that end, it would be extremely useful to study the
problems of women in various regions of the world.

242. There was consensus on the need for developing and strengthening regional
plans and on the need for regional indicators to assess progress achieved.

243. In connexion with the discussion on regional plans and prograrrunes, the
Commission was informed of a number of regional seminars, conferences and similar
meetings that had been or were being organized. The first seminar of the Decade,
held in Argentina in March 1976, under the regular :programme of techni cal
co-operation, had been on the "Participation of Women in Economi c, Social and
Political Development: Obstacles to their Integration". In the Asian region, a
regional follow-up seminar was scheduled to be held in Nepal in February 1977 on
the "Participation of Women Lr. :Political, Economic and Social Development". A
regional conference was being tentatively planned for November 1976 by the Economic
Commission for Africa (ECA), and, in Europe, a seminar was to be held in the
Netherlands in April 1977 on the 11 Changing Roles of Men and Women in Modern
Society, their Functions, Rights and Responsibilities '", The Commission also heard
statements from the representatives of ECA, the Economic COIT~ssion for Latin
America (ECLA) and the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and tbe Pacific
(ESCAP) about the activities that were being carried out or planned for their
respective regions.

244. The representative of ECA informed the Commission of the establishment of a
Training and Research Centre for Women in accordance with resolution 269 (XII) of
the Conference of Ministers of ECA. The resolution had ~ocused attention on the
situation of women in rural areas and on the need for national machinery to
provide support for women working for the development of their countries. The
activities of the Centre, which was providing assistance to women in 47 member
States, included training courses for rural trainers, and the organization of
seminars on the establishment of national machinery and consultancy services
which would assist women in planning future activities. Future research to be
carried out by ECA would be concerned with the development of indicators, including
means of assessing the value of peasant labour, with village technologies and some
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of the legal aspects of the problems of rural women. Lastly, ECA ~as making .
special efforts to promote technical assistance between the countrles of the Teglon,
had drawn up a list of consultants and had established a volunteer corps called
the "Women's Development Task For-ce ";

245. The representative of ECLA informed the Commission of resolution 321 (XV)
adopted by ECLA at Quito in 1973, requesting the ECLA secretariat to prepare a
study on the participation of women in the development of the region and the
measures to be taken to eliminate discrimination and provide educational,
employment and economic opportunities for women. To that end, ECLA had held a
regional meeting at Caracas, in 1975, in co-operation with the Centre for Social
Development and Humanitarian Affairs; this meeting had recommended that the ECLA
secretariat should organize a regional conference and draw UD a regional plan
of action for women in the ECLAregion. The Government of Cuba had agreed to act
as host to the regional conference in 1977.

246. The representative of ESCll,P drew the attention of the Commission to the Asian
Plan for the Integration of Women in the Development Process which was drawn up
in accordance with resolution 157 (XXXI) adopted by ESCAP at its thirty-first
session held at New Delhi in 1975. The Commission had accepted the Iranian
Government's offer to establish a centre in Iran to be known as the Asian and
Pacific Centre for Women and Development. By its resolution 157 (XXXI), ESCAP
had further requested its secretariat to implement the Asian Plan and to seek
the necessary financial and staff resources. Accordingly, the project for the
Asian Plan was being formulated by a consultant with the assistance of the United
Nations Development Programme. The Plan placed special emphasis on the status of
wornen in rural areas and would be submitted to ESCAP at its thirty-third session
to be held at Bangkok in 1977. The immediate objectives of the five-year action
programme (1977-1981) to be undertaken as part of the Asian Plan, inclUded the
adoption of legislation relating to women, the improvement of education,
employment and training opportunities, the establishment of a corps of skilled
women volunteers and workers from non-governmental organizations and Governments
to assist rural women, the development of low-cost technology to free women fTom
unnecessary drudgery and the establishment of effective rural social services
for health education, nutrition, family planning, child care and social welfare.
The most serious obstacle to the implementation of the action programme, however,
appeared to be that of financing.

247. Some representatives expressed the view that the technical co-operation
activities included in the programme were extremely valuable, particularly to
developing countries, as they would help to associate women with the development
effort.

248. With respect to the Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade for Women,
the Commission was informed that the voluntary fund established for International
Women's Year by the Economic and Social Council by its resolution 1850 (LVI) had
been extended by the Assembly at its thirtieth session to cover the period of
the Decade for Women. In compliance with the General Assembly decision requesting
t,he Secretary-General to report to the Council at its sixtieth session an

, '
accountlng report of the Fund had been prepared and proposals for its future
mana~ement and the criteria to be applied for future disbursements had been
SUbmitted to the Council (E!5773). The view that projects concerning women should
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form an integral par-t of the regular activities of all United Nations bodies
was put forward by one representative. As a matter of principle, therefore, she
was opposed to the creation of new institutions and funds concerned only with
women, not least because there was a serious risk of such institutions and funds
being allocated very scant resources. It was also considered important that the
Secretariat unit responsible for women's questions should be assigned more staff
and budgetary resources under the United Nations regular budget. In the view of
several representatives, the Voluntary Fund should be used to promote activities
for the advancement of women especially in the developing countries. Of the
various activities that ~Tere suggested for financing by the Fund, the strengthening
of regional programmes and the International Research and Training Institute for
the Advancement of Women seemed to be favoured.

249. On the question of the International Research and Training Institute, the
Commission was informed of the recommendations of the General Assembly in its
resolution 3520 (XXX), by which it had been decided to establish the Institute,
and of the recommendations of the Group of Experts appointed by the Secretary­
General to draw. up the terms. of reference and structural organization of the
Institute .. These had been embodied in a report (E(5772) submitted to the Economic
and Social Council at its sixtieth session. In resolution 1998 (LX),· the Council
had decided to establish the Institute not later than 1977 and had also decided
that it should work in close collaboration with the relevant organizations of the
United Nations system and national and regional centres having similar objectives.
By that resolution the Secretary-General was also requested to report to the
General Assembly at its thirty-first session on the progress achieved in
establishing the Institute.

250. The establishment of an International Research and Training Institute for
the Advancement of Women was considered by a number of representatives to be
particularly important and timely.

251. It was agreed that priority should be accorded to action to improve the status
of the millions of illiterate and poverty-stricken women in rural areas who had
an Lmpor-t ant role to play in the development process.

252. Other priority areas that were mentioned were the :rights of working women and
their promotion through better education, training and employment opportunities.
The view was put forward that studies on women's status carried out by the
Secretariat should reveal not only existing discrimination but ways and means of'
improving their situation based on the experience of countries Which had achieved
this.

253. The Commission was informed of the joint interorganizational programme for
the integration of women in development, which was being formulated and for which
an ad hoc interagency meeting had been convened from 9 to 13 February 1976 to
agree on the conceptual framework for a joint interorganizational programme and
to consider proposals for practical action during the period 1976-1985. That
meeting had suggested a preliminary framework for the joint programme and had
agreed on a plan for its further elaboration. Another ad hoc interar,ency meeting
had taken place at Geneva from 1 to 8 September 1976, to discuss the plan for the
joint programme. The results of those consultations would be submitted for
approval to the Preparatory Committee and the Administrative Committee on
Co-ordination in October 1976, and a report would be submitted to the Economic and
Social Council at its sixty-second session in April 1977.
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25~. 'l'he main objectives of the joint interorganizational programme Here to
increase the participation of women in political, cultural and economic life, to
accelerate the equality of the sexes in education and training of all types and
at all levels, to promote the attainment of social well-being for women and their
access to health and social services, to improve conditions of family life, to
improve the quality of life of girls and wonen in rural areas and to promote the
inclusion in national development plans and programmes of measures designed to
ensure the full integration of women in the areas indicated above.

255. The Commission placed great emphasis on the need for women to participate in
planning and policy-making bodies and to develop special expertise. Women, it
was stated, should no longer be content to accept the role of second class citizens
for which they bad been conditioned too long. It was stated that, while valuable
suggestions bad been made for action at the international level, the Commission
should take decisions on the action that should be taken at the national level,
thus transforming the World Plan of Action into a practical instrument for
programmes at the national and grass-roots levels. For this purpose the importance
of national machinery for implementation of the programme for the Decade could not
be ove remphas i zod. In certain countries, the dissolution at the end of 1975 of
national commissions which were created for the observance of the International
Women's Year had left a vacuum which needed to be filled.

256. Several representatives also spoke of the important role of the
non-governmental organizations. Emphasis was placed on the need to have
communications and collaboration "between non-governmental organizations and
Governments. It was felt that non-governmental organizations were indispensable
as a means of maintaining communication between the grass-roots level and the
Government s .

Consideration of the Programme for the Decade

257. At its 64lst meeting, on 20 September 1976, the Commission established a
drafting group to elaborate the programme for the Decade, taking as the basis for
its work chapter lIT of the report of the Secretary-General (E/CN.6/594 and Corr.l).
The drafting group held one meeting, on 22 September, under the chairmanship of
Mrs. Aziza Hussein (Egypt). After some discussion, the group decided to submit
all proposals and suggestions for the programme to the Secretariat and request it
to prepare a vor-ki.ng paper for the group's consideration.

258. At its 653rd meeting, the Commission decided to consider the working paper
prepared by the Secretariat (E/CN.6/L.682). The Programme for the Decade, based
on this working paper and incorporating the changes indicated in paragraphs 259-289
below, appears in annex V.

Chapter I of the Programme

(United Nations Decade for Women: Policies, Principles
and Mandates)

259. Upon the suggestion of the representative of Egypt, tbe title of the chapter
was changed to read: "Uni ted Nations Decade for Women: Policies, Principles and
Mandates 11 •
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260. Paragraph 1 was adopted without vote at the 657th meetin~~ yith the addition
of the following foot-note requested by Belgium, Denmark, France, the United
Kingdom and the United states:

"The inclusion of this paragraph should not be interpreted as indicating
a change in the positions taken by certain delegations when the documents and
resolutions referred to in the paragraph were adopted."

261. Several representatives stated that, throughout the Programme, it should be
noted in respect of references to certain General Assembly resolutions and other
United Nations documents, that the position preYiously taken by their Governments
when the resolutions were adopted remained unchanged.

262. Paragraph 2 of the working paper became part of paragraph 1.

263. FAO and 110 jointly submitted a proposal (E/CN.6/1.692) for the insertion of
an additional paragraph, which was adopted and became paragra~h 2.

264. Paragraphs 3-9 and paragraph 10 wi t.h the deletion of the phrase "of great
magni t.ude " were adopted without a vote .

265. With respect to paragraph 11, after some discussion during which it was
noted that adequate personnel and resources were essential for the successful
implementation of the Programme, an amended text Vias adopted. Some representatives
expressed reservations regarding ~he budgetary implications of this paragraph,
which they considered were within the competence of the Fifth Committee of the
General Assembly.

Chapter 11 of the ProRramme

(Specific areas for action to attain the threefold
objectives of the Decade)

A. Formulation and implementation of international and national standards to
eliminate discrimination a~ainst women

t

28~

..

266. After a brief discussion, paragraph 1, subparagraphs (~) and (b) were
combined to delete specific dates.

267. The representative of the USSR proposed the inclusion in paragraph 2 of a
reference to the implementation of the Convention on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women. This proposal was adopted without a vote after
some discussion and the proposed text became subparagraph (£).

268. Paragraph 2 (b) was adopted without a vote~ as well as paragraph 2 (c) with
the addition of the phrase "by relevant international organizations, including
the Urri ted Nations specialized agencies", becoming subparagraphs (~) and (~)

respectively.

269. The representative of Canada proposed the addition, in paragraph 3,
subparagraphs (~) and (b) of a precise reference to the organ to which the studies
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would be submitted, namely, the Commission on the Status of Women. The
representative of Hungary proposed the insertion, in paragraph 3 (§!:), of a
reference to the rights and responsibilities of parents vis-a-vis their children.
The representative of France proposed that the latter part of paragraph 3 (:Q.)
be revised and her text was accepted.

2T8. Tl
a vote.

C. 11
Cl

B. Integration of women in development

271. In the section dealing with national action, S"eden submitted an amendment
to subparagraph (a) (E/CN.6/L.69l), which was adopted without a vote, as orally
amended by Egypt.- Subparagraph (b) was adopted without a vote, and
subparagraph '(c), as amended by Canada, inserting the word "relevant" before the
words "international convent ions" was also adopted without a vote, as amended,
after some discussion in regard to the inclusion of a reference to non-governmental
organizations.

270. On the proposal of Egypt, new paragraphs 4 and 5 were added, relating
activities to increase knowledge and awareness of international standards.
paragraphs "ere adopted without a vote, paragraph 5 including an amendment
Mexico.
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272. The United States submitted two amendments (E/CN.6/L.685) to the first
paragraph of this section. These were subsequently withdrawn.

273. At the 655th meeting, the representatives of the Byelorussian SSR and
Venezuela both submitted amendments to the second introductory ~aragraphs of this
section. They subsequently revised their text and submitted a joint proposal
which was adopted at the 657th meeting by 18 votes to none, with 6 abstentions.

274. Paragraph 1 (a) was adopted without a vote. Subparagraph (b), with the
addition of the words "and existing intergovernmental commis~ions" and
subparagraph (c) relating to the establishment of the International Research and
Training Institute for the Advancement of Women, were also adopted without a
vote. The representative of France emphasized the need for adequate funds before
the proposed Institute could be set up.

275. Subparagraph (d), in its amended form, was adopted without a vote. Iran
proposed a new subparagraph (e) concerning the activities of the Institute
(E/CN.6/L.694), which was further modified during the discussion and adopted by
11 votes to 2, with la abstentions.

276. Paragraph 2, subparagraphs (~) and (l), were adopted without a vote.

277. Paragraph 3, subparagraphs (a), (b) and (c) were adopted with minor
amendments without a vote. SUbparagraph (d) (T) was adopted without a vote,
with revisions relating to education and training and with the addition of a
subparagraph concerning technological assistance, access to credit and
coo-operatives for women. Subpar-agraphs (d) (ii), (iii), (iv), with minor
amendments, and (v) were adopted without ~ vote. Subparagraph (d) (vi) was
deleted. An additional subparagraph proposed by the United Stat;s,
(E/CN.6/L.693/Rev.l) recommending the establishment of a corps of regional experts,
was adopted without a vote, as orally amended by Egypt.
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278. The introductory paragraphs relating to national action were adopted without
a vote. Paragraphs 1-5 were also adopted without a vote, with minor amendments.

1.

C. ]ncreased involvement of women in political life and in international
co-operation and the maintenance of peace

1

rt al

s

279. Paragraph 1 (a) was adopted without a vote with the addition of the phrase
"under strict and effective international controls" proposed by the United States.

280. After some discussion of the specific reference GO General Assembly
resolution 3519 (XXX) in paragraph 1 (b), the Commission adopted the paragraph by
16 votes to 6, with 2 abstentions. Several representatives expressed
reservations regarding this paragraph in line with the position taken by them when
the resolution was adopted.

281. Paragraph 2, subparagraphs (a) and (b), vrith minor amendments, were adopted
without a vote. Subparagraph (c)-was also adopted without a vote. The
representative of Mexico suggested the deletion of the phrase "LncLudd ng the
establishment of a new international economic order", emphasizing the fact that
the suggestion was motivated solely by the concern to avoid lengthy discussion.
Subparagraph (~) with one minor addition was adopted without a vote.

282. Paragraph 3, subparagraphs (a) and (b), with minor changes, were adopted
without a vote. Subparagraph (c)-was ame~ded by the German Democrat ic Republic
to call for the report on the effects of apartheid on the status of women to be
submitted to the Commission on the Status of Women at its twenty-seventh session
and to the Special Committee against Apartheid. It was adopted without a vote.

283, The section on national action was adopted without a vote.

Chapter III of the Programme

(~nformational and educational activities for the Decade)

284. Paragraphs 1-3 were adopted without a vote.

285. Paragraph 4 was adopted without a vote with minor modification, and
subparagraph (~) was deleted.

286. The section on national action was adopted without a vote.

Chapter IV of the Programme

(Review and appraisal of progress made in relation to the
threefold theme of the Decade; Equality. Development and

Peace)

287. The Commission adopted this chapter, with minor amendments, without a vote.

~S, i 288. The representative of Mexico clarified that she had accepted the reference
to the Programme for Action on the Establishment of a New International Economic
Order on the understanding that it referred to the Programme as approved by the
General Assembly at its sixth special session by its resolution 3202 (S-VI).
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289. The Progra@ne as a whole, as amended) was adopted by the Commission without
a vote at its 657th meeting, on 30 September 1976. (For the text, see annex V.)

290. The representatives of Belgium, Denmark, France and the United Kinr,dom
stated that although they fully supported the objectives of the Decade, they
considered that the Progrromne as adopted contained references to resolutions and
other international documents which their Governments had not been Ewle to support
at the time of their adoption, and reflected ideas expressed in these resolutions
and international instruments which they regarded as not necessarily furthering
the cause of women's rights.

291. The representative of the United States stated, in explanation of vote, that
the Programme for the Decade contained formulations and references to certain
United Nations documents on which the United States must reserve its position.
She felt that these references unnecessarily encumbered the document 1vith political
viewpoints not shared by many representatives.

292. The representative of Mexico stated that her affirmative vote on the
Programme was to be considered strictly in the context of the statement made by
the representative of t1exico at the 244lst plenary meeting of the General Assembly)
on 15 December 1975, when the resolutions concerning the International vTomen's
Year were adopted under agenda items 75 and 76. ~I

293. At its 659th meeting, on 1 October 1976, the Commission adopted the following
decision without a vote:

"The Commission on the Status of Women

"Requests the Economic and Social Council, at its resumed sixty-first
session, to transmit the attached Programme for the Unitecl Nations Decade
for Women to the General Assembly at its thirty-first se s s i on v " 261

Consideration of draft resolutions and vot i nrt

294. At the 67lst meeting, on 13 December 1976, the representative of India, on
behalf also of Canada, introduced a draft resolution entitled "National mechanisms
to oversee the implementation of the Programme for the United Nations Decade for
Women and the future Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination aGainst
Women" (E!CN. 6/L. (11) .

295. In the course of the discussion, the sponsors amended the third paragraph
of the preamble by adding the words "such as national commissions and secretariats
on the status of women" after the words "national level". They also revised
operative paragraph 2 and withdre'ioJ" paragraphs 3 and 4.

251 See Official Records of the General Assenfuly, Thirtieth Session,
PlenarY Meetings.

26/ See chap. I, sect. B.
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296. At the same meeting. the Commission adorrt e d. without fJ. vote the draft
resolution as orally revised. (For the text~ see chap. I, draft resolution II.)

297· At the 668th meeting, the representative of the United States, on behalf
also of Denmark, Iran and Thailand, introduced a draft resolution entitled
"Training for the preparation and implementation of project proposals 11

(E/CN.6/L.684).

298. At the request of the representative of Egypt, the word "par-t i c i pat.ed" was
substituted for the words "been utilized" in the second preambular paragraph.

299. Operative paragraph 1 was revised by the sponsors to read as follows:

Ill. Invites the Administrator of the United Nations Development
Programme and the executive heads of the specialized agencies, wherever
possible in co-ordination with the a~propriate international training and
and research institutes, regional commissions and national Governments, to
organize training programmes for women and women's organizations~

governmental and non-governmental, in the preparation of project proposals
and in the management and evaluation of these projects!!.

300. Paragraph 2 was orally revised t.o incorporate amendments by the representatives
of EE"ypt and India, reading as follows: 11Sup;gests that such training incorporate,
among other things, the following ll

•

301. The representative of Pakistan suggested that the wcr-ds "at all levels" be
added after the words "generate such training" in paragraph 3. The sponsors of the
draft resolution accepted her suggestion.

302. At the suggestion of the representative of Colombia, the word "planned!' 1-TaS
added before the word "Tnt.er-natd ona.L" in paragraph 4.

303. It was agreed that paragraph 5 (~) would read as follows:

"The f'r-e quency of management and training courses, their content
and where and by whom they were organized".

304. The sponsors also deleted the last five lines in paragraph 5 and added a new
paragraph 6 reading as follows:

"Requests the Secretary-General to submit a ~~rogress report to the
Commission on the Status of Women at its twenty-seventh session in 1978?
on the steps taken to implement the present resolution and to submit a
further report on action taken tu the Commission at its twenty-eighth
session and to the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for
Women, 1980".

305. The representative of France proposed adding a new paragraph at the end of the
operative part of the resolution. This paragraph , after slight ameridment , read as
follows:
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!\Expresses the wish that international agencies should themselves set an
example to states by allocating to women an equitable number of responsible
posts in all structures entrusted with the implementation of the present
resolut ion. 11

This text was accepted by the sponsors.

306. At its 671st meeting, on 13 December 1976, the Commission adopted without a
vote the draft resolution as revised (E/CN.6/L.684/Rev.l). (For the text, see
chap. I, draft resolution Ill.)
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D. Review and appraisal of progress made under the International Development
Strategy for the Second United Nations Development Decade and in the
implementation of the World Plan of Action for the Implementation of the
9bjectives of the International Women's Year

315. At t
vot.e , sul:
oper-at ive

Suwnary of discussion

307. The Commissioq discussed this part of agenda item 4 at its 635th and 637th
meetings, at the twenty-sixth session, and at its 668th, 669th, 671st and 676th
meetings, at the r-es umed tlfenty-sixth session. It had before it the reports of
the SecretarY~oGeneral, based on information furnished by Governments in 1975 and
1976, on measures undertaken under the International Development Strategy for
the Second United Nations Development Decade and in implementation of the World
Plan of Action (E/CN.6/598 and Add.l and 2), and a note by the Secretary-General
on procedures concerning future review and appraisal of the implementation of the
World Plan of Action (E/CN.6/599).

308. The Deputy Director, Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs,
in introducing the reports, explained that the procedural aspect of the question
was outlined in document E/CN.6/599. The sUbstantive documents (E/CN.6/598 and
Add.l and 2) represented an attempt at an initial review and appraisal. The
findings and conclusions on major trends and policies with regard to the status
of women based on a preliminary analysis of reports received from Governments was
given in document E/CN.6/598/Add.2.

Consideration of draft resolutions and voting

309. At the 668th meeting, the representative of Iran, on behalf also of
Colombia, Egypt, Guinea, India, Indonesia, Mexico, Senegal and Venezuela,
introduced a draft resolution entitled "Revi ew and appraisal of progress made under
the International Development Strategy for the Second United Nations Development
Decade and in the implementation of the World Plan of Action for the Implementation
of the Objectives of the International Women's Year" (E/CN.6jL.695).

310. The sponsors accepted a Belgian proposal to add, in paragraph 1 (c), the
words "and guidance" after the word "educat i on" and the words -"to promote
co-education and" after the .word "necessary". They also accepted a proposal by
Thailand to add the words "and respons i td Li t Les " at the end of paragraph 2 (:~).

311. The representative of France proposed the addition, at the end of
paragraph 2 (2:) of the following phrase: "within as short a time as possible for
each State". The sponsors also accepted this amendment.

-74-

rl

316. At t
Canada, ]
to the ir
Plan of j

317. At
submitte,
original
sponsors

3l8. In
represen
commis si
offices"

3l9. At
llaragra]
Leve'Ls"

320. At
draft 1'"

resolut

32l. At
Thailan
of non­
Plan of
Women (

322. A
also bE

323. S,
the Sp(

word 111

11 inter
cancer
word 11



i,

J

312. The sponsors orally revised paragraph 2 (j) by adding at the end the words
"as well as family life education".

313. At its 669th meeting, on 10 December 1976, the Commission adopted without
a vote the draft resolution as orally revised. (For the text see chap. I, draft
resolution IV.)

314. At the 668th meeting, on 10 December 1976, the representative of Iran, on
behalf also of Colombia, Mexico, the United States and Venezuela, introduced a
draft resolution which called for a supplementary report on the implementation
of the World Plan of Action (E/CN.6/L.697).

315. At the same meeting, the Commission adopted the draft resolution without a
vote, sUbstituting the words "thirty-second" .ror the words "thirty-first" in
operative paragraph 2. (For the text, see chap. I, draft resolution V.)

316. At the 669th meeting, the representative of Sweden, on· behalf also of
Canada, Denmark, Egypt, France and Greece, introduced. a draft resolution relating
to the improvement of the data base for measuring the implementation of the World
Plan of Action (E/CN.6/L.696).

317. At the 67lst meeting, on 13 December 1976, t.he representative of France
submitted a revised text of the draft resolution :E/CN.6/696/Rev.l) on behalf of the
original sponsors. Subsequently, India and the United States were added as JI'-'

sponsors of the revised draft resolution.

318. In response to oral amendments to operative paragraph 1 made by the
representative of the United States, it was agreed to add the words "regional
commissions and intergovernmental organizations" after the words "statistical
orr'i ces " .

319. At the suggestion of the representative of France, the sponsors also revised
paragraph 1 (a), adding the words "particularly at the national and regional
levels" afterthe words "statistical data".

320. At the same meeting, the Commission approved without a vote the amended
draft resolution, as orally revised. (For the text, see chap. I, draft
resolution VI.)

321. At its 671st meeting, the representative of India, on behalf also of
Thailand, introduced a draft resolution which sought to increase the involvement
of non-governmental organizations in the review of the implementation of the World
Plan of Action and the Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women (E/CN.6/L.712).

322. A revised text of the draft resolution (E/CN.6/L.T12/Rev.l), of which Togo
also became a co-sponsor, was introduced at the 6T6th meeting on 16 December 1976.

323. Subsequently, operative paragraph 1 of the revised text was orally revised by
the sponsors by adding the words "and intergovernmental or-gan i aa.t.ions " after the
word "Governments"; they also revised paragraph 2 by inserting the words
"intergovernmental and regional organizations and all other organizations
concerned in the implementation of" after the words "specialized agencies". The
word "under" was deleted.
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321... {I.t the r·H1ITIP mee tin o; , the Commi n s i on adorrtc d \·,ithollt li, voto t.h r"visf"cl draft
rcsoluticn as orally EJlt:c;ncll.'cl. (For t]1(' t.e:xt, see chnp , T, rlra:f't ri'solution VIr. )
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E. Prf.:paratory work for the 110rld Con:ference of the United fJations Decade for
vlornen, 1G80 ~-----,-_._-

£,ummary of r1iscussion

325. This sub i t ern of ar:enda item l} vas discussed by the Commission at its
635th and 637th meetings, at the t.werrty-is Lxt.h session and at its 670th.·672nd and
674th rneet i ngs , at the re sumed twenty-sixth session. Under the above subi t.cm , the
Commission had be:fore it a note prepared by the Secretary-General (r';,cn. (,j(;OO)
in accordance with General Assembly resolution 3520 (XXX) awl Economic and
Social Council resolution 1999 (LX).

326. In introducing the document, the Deputy Director, Centre for Social
Development and. Humanitarian Affairs, reminded the Commission 'that the purpose of
the 1980 Horld Conference as stated in paragraph 20 of resolution 3520 (XXX), was
"to review and evaluate progress made in implementing the ob.j ect i.ves of the
International Vlomen' s Year ... and, wher e necessary, to readjust existine;
proe;rammes in the light of new data and research available". The Conference,
therefore, voul.d r-evf.ew and evaluate progress achieved at the mid-point of the
Decade. Subsequently, the Economic and Social Council, in its resolution
1999 (LX), had requested the Commission to consider different aspects of the
preparatory work :for the Conference, including its agenda. The Deputy Director drew
the Commission's attention to a number of matters relating to the substantive
preparation of the Conference, such as the agenda, documentation, committee
structure, and to various organizational matters, includin~ the financial
implications of the Conference. She noted that revised proposals would have to
be submitted to the General Assembly at its thirty-second session. The
recommendations of the Corr:.rnission at its present session would also be transmitted
to the Committee on Review and Appraisal in Nay 1977, in accordance with Council
resolution 1999 (LX).

327. The Commission considered the 1980 World Conference to be an event of crucial
importance. It was stated that national and research planning for the Conference
should begin without any delay. Two proposals were made with respect to the
preparatory work. First, the Secretary-General should be requested to prepare a
report for the Conference outlining an approach for achieving the objectives of
the Decade. The report should deal with both national and international policies
and stress the need for a full commitment on the part of each country. The
approach should be devised to ensure that the economic, social, political and
human constraints were minimized and an effective infrastructure for future
development was created. Secondly, in preparing for the Conference, the Commission
should not merely draw up a detailed agenda but should also. in consultation vith
all relevant United Nations agencies, with the proposed International Research
and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women and with existing and proposed
regional centres and programmes, as well as with national bodies, research
institutions and experts, endeavour to stimulate national and regional planning
in preparation for the Conference.

328. As regards the substantive preparation of the Conference and the topics to
be discussed, the representatives were divided on the scope of the agenda and
therefore on the number of the committees to be set up. A1thouffl there was

-'76-



general agreement that the agenda sbould include topics relating to the three
themes of the Decade and should provide a follow-up to the World Conference of
the International Women's Year, it was felt that it should be more precise.
Some representatives were of the opinion that the committees should be structured
in accordance with the three themes of the Decade, and that the three themes
should be accorded equal emphasis. They felt that development ~ould not be
approached separately from equality and peace, for women, though they participated
in development, were not equal to men and the possibility or continuation of
conflict posed a threat to development. One representative expressed the opinion
that the specific ~bjectives cited in paragraph 46 of the World Plan of Action 27/
to be achieved as a minimum in the first five-year period, dealt with only one -­
objective of the Decade, namely development, and omitted the other two objectives:
peace and equality. Another representative proposed that specific topics for
review and appraisal at the Conference be listed and stressed that two questions
required more emphasis: political rights of women, especially election on an
equal footing with men, and participation by women in decision making on local,
national and international levels.

329. A number of representatives were of t hc opxn i on that the integration of women
in development should receive more attention than the other two themes: equality
and peace. One suggestion which received support was that of SUbdividing this
topic into three - educational opportunities, employment opportunities and special
training for women - and to establish three separate committees to consider them.
Another suggestion was to have two committees to discuss development, leaving
peace to be discussed in plenary. It was suggested that special emphasis should
be placed on community development, on women in economic development and on
methods for increasing employment opportunities for women.

330. With respect to the documentation for the Conference, it was suggested that
a deadline should be established for the submission of documentation well in
advance of the Conference, to allow for adequate consultation and study. Some
representatives expressed the opinion that the amount of documentation should be
limited. As for the subject matter of documents, one representative suggested
that three documents should be prepared on each of the three themes of the Decade.
Another suggestion was to include a report by a special rapporteur on the
portrayal of women by the rrass communication media.

331. The role of the regional commissions was seen as a crucial one for the
preparations for the Conference. One representative felt that the regional
commissions could play an important role in the collection of data and in the
preparation of indicators for the status of women on the regional level. The
contributions of the regional commissions and also of the specialized agencies
were considered essential for the Conference.

332. A number of representatives expressed the view that, owing to the close
relationship between non-governmental organizations and women of the grass-roots
level, the role of non-governmental organizations should receive full support.
For a better understanding of what was done at the national level, the assistance
of non-governmental orcianizations was needed.

27/ See foot-note 5.
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333. The Commission considered the question of participation in t~e Conference.
The participation of both men and women in the government delegatlons was stressed.
Some representatives suggested the inclusion of representatives from women's
organizations, women's commissions and trade unions.

334. Or. the subject of the duration of the Conference, one representative
expressed the opinion that the duration of the Conference should be two weeks, as
in Mexico. On the question of its site, the Commission was informed that two
offers to act as hosts to the Conference had been received from the Governments of
Bulgaria and Iran; it was noted, however, that this would be determined by the
General Assembly.

335. A suggestion was made that the working languages of the Conference should be
the official languages of the United Nations.

336. Representatives were divided on the need to have parallel activities at
the Conference similar to the Tribune of the Mexico Conference. Some felt that
the Tribune at Mexico had been ineffective and that there had been no interaction
between the Tribune and the Conference. Some representatives were of the opinion
that money should not be spent on a similar Tribune in 1980. others favoured
parallel activities and said that careful organization and consideration should
be given to the planning of the Tribune. While still others felt that the
Tribune, Or a similar non-governmental organizational activity, should be
organized prior to the Conference, so that its decisions and recommendations
could be considered by the Conference. Among the suggestions were the following:
the preparation of an agenda for the Tribune's consideration, better .
transportation facilities between the Conference location and the Tribune
location, clearer links between the governmental delegations and representatives
of non-governmental organizations and setting criteria for non-governmental
organizations' participation. One representative felt that the Tribune should
have a small liaison office staffed by the United Nations, whose function would
be to report developments from one meeting to the other.

337. In reply to a question concerning the financial implications of parallel
activities at the Conference, the Secretary informed the Commission that the Tribune
in Mexico was not financed by the United Nations and that the United Nations had
played very little part in its organization. It had been organized by the
non-governmental organizations themselves and was open to the public as well.

338. The need to have effective information activities prior to the Conference
was stressed. One representative was of the opinion that information materials
should be made available to non-governmental organizations prior to the Conference
to provide a clear idea about the Conference and related activities.

339. On the question of preparatory meetings, the Commission agreed that
preparation for the 1980 World Conference should receive more careful and detailed
planning and consideration ahead of time than had been possible for the 1975
Conference. The timing of the decision to convene that Conference had not allowed
adequate preparation for it. Several representatives expressed the hope that
preparatory meetings would be scheduled. There was~ however, a difference of
opinion as to what would be the most appropriate body to do the preparatory work
for the Conference. Some representatives were of the opinion that an ad hoc
committee of about 16 representatives should be the preparatory body. One
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representative felt that the number of representatives should be 23 and
not 16 and that the ad hoc committee should convene three meetings in 1977, 1978
arid 1979. It was pointed out that should an ad hoc committee be agreed on, it
could not begin to function until late 1977 because of the necessity of the
approval of the Economic and Social Council for its creation. Some representatives
felt that the Commission at its 1978 session could be the preparatory committee
for the Conference and; if necessary, a special session could be convened for the
preparation of the Conference.

340. In addition to the consideration of a preparatory committee, the Commission
also examined the possibility of convening preparatory meetings such as regional
seminars or conferences. Some representatives felt that the Conference should be
preceded by such regional meetings, similar to those which had been convened in
1974 and 1975. The year 1979 was considered specially suitable for convening
regional seminars or conferences. Regional meetings were also seen as a means of
involving non-governmental organizations in the preparations for the Conference.
It was also felt that the recommendations made by these meetings would contribute
to a better understanding of regional problems and situations. One representative
felt that the subject of mass communication media and its portrayal of women
should be among the subjects discussed in regional seminars.

341. A number of representatives stressed the need for preparatory national
seminars as a means of highlighting awareness of the 1980 Conference. As in the
preparation of the 1975 Conference, it was felt that national commissions and
national liaison officers should be appointed to facilitate communication between
the national, regional and international levels.

342. Some representatives were of the opinion that international seminars should
be part of the preparation for the Conference and that they should focus on the
three themes of the Conference.

343. The need to consider financial resources ahead of time was stressed and it
was also said that the earmarking of funds to subsidize regional seminars or
conferences should be undertaken at an early stage.

Consideration of draft resolution and voting

344. At the 674th meeting, the representative of Iran, on behalf also of Colombia,
Egypt, Guinea, India, Indonesia, Mexico, Senegal and Venezuela, introduced a draft
resolution entitled "Pr-epar-atory work for the World Conference of the United
Nations Decade for Women, 198011 (E/CN.6/L.717). The draft resolution proposed
the establishment of

"an Ad Hoc Committee composed of sixteen representatives of the states
members of the Commission on the Status of Women to submit to the Commission
at its twenty-seventh and twenty-eighth sessions in 1978 and 1980, proposals
concerning the substantive and administrative arrangements for the Conference,
taking into account all the relevant reports relating to the review and
appraisal of the implementation of the World Plan of Action, as well as the
discussions of the Commission and the documents (E/CN.6/60o and
E/CN.6/L.713) submitted to it at its twenty-sixth session".
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It also requested the Secretary-General

"to prepare for the consideration of the Ad Hoc Committee in 1978 a report
outlining a programme of concrete action for the second half of the united
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, 1976-1985, as
the basis for a report to be submitted to the 1980 World Conference".

345. Th~ Secretary informed the Commission that the financial implications for
each two-week meeting of the Ad Hoc Committee would be $32,360. With a view to
reducing the financial implications and the cost of travel for members of the
Committee, the representative of the United Kingdom proposed an amendment to
paragraph 1, which was accepted by the sponsors, as further amended orally by Iran.
It read as follows:

"the Ad Roe committee will meet, if possible, immediately before the 1978
and 1980 sessions of the Commission and, if the Commission deems it necessary,
an additional meeting of the Ad Roe Committee will be held in 1979".

346. The Secretary of the Commission pointed out that the dates for the Ad Hoc
COITmlittee meetings would depend on the Economic and Social Council calendar of
meetings which would be drawn up in the SQmmers of 1977 and 1979.

347. The representatives of the Byelorussian SBR, France, the USSR and the United
Kingdom expressed their reservations on the financial implications of these
meetings.

348. The representative of the USSR proposed an oral amendment to operative
paragraph 1 to replace the word "administrative" by the word "organizational". The
amendment WaS accepted by the sponsors.

349. The sponsors decided to delete the words "in 1978n in operat i ve paragraph 2,
in order to allow adequate time for the Secretary-General to dr-aw up a programme
for the second part of the Decade.

350. At its 674th meeting, on 15 December 1976, the Commission approved without a
vote the draft resolution as orally amended. (For the text, see chap. I, draft
resolution VIII.)

-80-

351.
resw
the J
ac co:

352.
in il
purpl
by tJ
valw
hamp:
wome:
Direl
coul,
the:
r ecoi
Warl!
and
Uni t»
augg:
Gove:

353.
rema:
the I

Un i t:

354.
corrt:
cone:

355.
mass
offe:
the I

356.
be Cl

1980
in p
deve
mass

357.
subj
of v



IVo INFLUENCE OF THE MASS CO~~UNICATION MEDIA ON ATTITUDES
TOWARDS THE ROLES OF WO~mN AND MEN IN PRESENT-DAY
SOCIETY

351. Agenda item 5 was discussed at the 675th, 676th and 678th meetings 5 at the
resumed twenty-sixth session of the Cummission. The Commission had before it
the progress report of the Secretary-General (E/CN.6/601 and Corr.l) prepared in
accordance with Economic and Social Council resolution 1862 (LVI).

352. The Deputy Director. Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs,
in introducing the report, drew the attention of the Commission to its main
purpose, which was to suggest measures to check the dissemination and perpetuation
by the mass communication media of the deeply-rooted discriminatory attitudes,
values and beliefs which held women to be inferior to men. These attitudes
hampered the efforts of the United Nations to promote equality between men and
women in law as well as in fact and to integrate women in rlevelopment. The Deputy
Director stated that the report was concerned with finding ways in which the media
could be a positive influence in the formation of more dynamic attitudes towards
the roles women should play in contemporary society. Based on the findings and
recommendations of the World Conference of -the International Women's Year, the
World Plan of Action, the two regional plans of action for Asia and. the Pacific
and for Africa, a number of interregional and regional seminars organized by the
United Nations and the UNESCO media workshop held at Mexico City, the report
suggested a number of concrete measures which could be taken by the media, by
Governments and by international organizations.

353. In view of the limited time which the Commission had in which to finish the
remaining items on the agenda, it decided to combine the general discussion with
the discussion on the draft resolution submitted by Denmark, Iran, Togo and the
United states (E/CN.6/L.690).

354. A number of representatives noted that the report of the Secretary-General
contained valuable information and analysed clearly the issues involved and the
conclusions of the various meetings mentioned.

355. One representative drew attention in particular to the educational role of the
mass communication media, as mentioned in the report, and the possibility they
offered of reaching the masses faster than by any other means. She also underlined
the great potential of the mass communication media for social action.

356. It was suggested that, in view of its tremendous importance, the item should
be considered by the Preparatory Committee for inclusion in the agenda of the
1980 World Conference as well as of the regional meetings which would be organized
in preparation for the Conference; in this way background material would be
developed on the regional vatiations that existed in the portrayal of women by the
mass communication media.

357. Another representative stressed the need for organizing seminars on the
subject. She considered it of the utmost importance that there should be exchange
of views and experience, which was possible in a seminar. It was considered
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unfortunate that an interregional seminar on the mass communication media and vrcmen ,
wh ich had been scheduled for the International T'Tomenis Year, had had to be
cancelled. She expressed the hope that another seminar would be forthcuming which
would provide substantive input into this subject.

358. Attention was drawn to the guidelines or minimum standards of fairness and
accuracy for treatment of women in the media that had been prepared in one country
by one of the committees organized for the International Women's Year.

359. Another representative spoke of the ridicule with vmich the mass communication
media in her country had treated women vs aspirations and expectations which were
raised by the International Homen 1s Year. In countries where illiteracy rates were
high, the unsympathetic portrayals by the mass communication media of women were
especially harmful. The effects of the media, especially cinema and television, on
children had to be_ watched very carefully.

360. Y~en introducinq the draft resolution, on behalf also of Denmark, Iran and Toga:
the representative of the Uni ted States noted that paragraph 1 (!JJ would be
replaced by the. Belgian amendment (p./CN.6/L.7l4) which read as follows:

"Dissemination of more news about women, (particularly about progress made
in the-legal, social and political fields), in all languages of the country,
giving this news the place it deserves in the lirpt of its subject-matter and
not placing it all in sections reserved for women. :

361. The sponsors also orally revised the bepJnning of par-agraph 7 to read as
follows: "Decf de s to appoint a special rap:porteur •.. 'I. Similarly, paragraph Fl
was orally amended to read as follows:

"Reques t s that the Secretary-General submi.t a progress report to the
twenty-seventh session of the Commission on the Status of \~omen and findings
to its twenty-eighth session. ~1

Another oral revision was made by the sponsors to paragraph 9 ~ the words "Requests
further that the Gene r-al. Assembly Lnc.Lude" were replaced by "Re conmends further
that the Ad Hoc Committee LncLude"; similarly, the words "a possible agenda':
replaced 11an agenda:;.

362. The Secretary of the Commission drew attention to the financial implications
of the draft resolution (see annex Ill, paras. 9-11).

363. Mexico submitted an amendment to paragraph 7 (E/CN.6/L.719) inserting, after
the words "specf a.l. rapporteur;] 9 the following phrase: i1taking into account the
close relationship oetween the economic and social aspects of development and the
necessity of the full integration of women in the development process 11.

364. Sweden submitted an amendment to the introductory sentence of paragraph 1
(E/CN.6/L.720) adding, after the words "Enccuxage s Membe r States to;'5 the words
"make representatives of mass communication media aware of the importance of
formulating". Sweden also proposed the deletion of paragraphs 3 and 5. The
representative of Sweden explained that these amendments would make the text more
acceptable to her Government, as the original text might be interpreted as limiting
the freedom of the press, radio and television and would therefore not be
acceptable.
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365. The USSR submitted amendments (E/CN.6!L.721) consisting, first, of adding
to paragraph 2 the words "and that they should condemn the use of mass communication
media, literature and art with a view to exploiting, discriminating against, and
demeaning women", secondly, of inserting, in paragraph 4, the words "pol.it i cal.,
civic and cultural" after the word "vocational" and, thirdly, of adding a
paragraph on UNESCO and other specialized agencies concerned with training and
cultural matters.

366. India submitted amendments (E!CN.6/L.722) consisting, first, of adding in
paragraph 1 (~), after the words "all walks of life", the words "especIa.Ljy in
the fields of development and social welfare", secondly, of adding the following
new paragraph oefore paragraph 5:

"Requeats UNESCO, with a view to helping developing countries, to
prepare educational films for primary schools and functional literacy which
are concerned with the improvement of the image of women and doing away
with stereotyped sex roles;"

and, theirdly, of adding, in the original text of paragraph 5, after the words
:'staff of the mass communications merri a'", the phrase "including particularly the
field of advertising".

367. Egypt submitted amendments (E!CN.6jL.723) consisting, first, of inserting
the words "said to be" after the words "film and television are " in the fourth
paragraph of the preamble and, secondly, of adding the following sentence at the
end of paragraph 7: lfThis information is to be drawn, inter alia, from studies
on this subject to be undertaken by relevant research institutes, from seminars
to be organized for this purpose, as well as from other studies which may be under
way. II

368. Pakistan and Thailand submitted amendments (E/CN.6/L.724) to paragraph 6,
adding, after the words "government and non-governmental or-gan.i aat Lcns " the
words "especda.Lfy in co-operation with those organizations dealing with the mass
communication medial! and, after the words "to organize workshops ", the words
!Iand seminars IT •

369. At its 678th meeting, on 17 September 1976, the Commission adopted without a
vote the draft resolution as revised (E/CN.6/L.690/Rev.l) to incorporate the
amendments accepted oy the sponsors. (For the text, see chap. T, draft
resolution IX.)

370. Reservations were expressed by the representatives of the Byelorussian SSR,
Colombia, France, the German Democratic Hepub.li c and the USSR concerning the
financial implications of paragraph 8.
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V. COMMUNICATIONS CONCERNING THE STATUS OF WOMEN

371. The Commission discussed agenda item 6 at its 676th and 677th meetings, at
t.he r-esumed twenty-sixth session. It had before it a note by the Secretary-General
.E/CN. 6/60';:\). It also had statements from tvm non-govenmental or[£anizations in
consultative status with the Economic and Social Council: the Irrt.er-nat i onal. Youth
and Student },"ovement for the United Nations (categor;jI I) (E/CN.6/EGO/262) and the
Womenfs International League for Peace and Freedom (category 11) (E/CN.6/NGO/274).

372. In introducing the report, the Deputy Director, Centre for Social Development
and Humanitarian Affairs drew attention to Economic and Social Council decision
86 (LVIII) of 6 May 1975, in which the Council had invited the Commission to
consider the advisability of continuing to deal with communications concerning the
status of women in the light of the report of the Secretary-General (E/5628) and
the discussion in the Social Committee of the Council at its fifty-eighth session,
and to report to the Council at its sixty-second session. She drew attention to
paragraphs 5-8 of the note by the Secretary-General, which summarized the
procedures for handling communications concerning human rights and to paragraphs 9
and 10 which referred to procedures for handling communications concerning the
status of women. She reminded the Commission that procedures for handling
communications regarding allegations of violations of human rights and the status
of women were first established by the Economic and Social Council in its
resolutions 75 (V) and. 76 (v) respectively. While procedures for dealing with
communications concerning human rights were amended and expanded by the Council in
part by resolutions 128 F (XXVIII), 1235 (XLII) and 1503 (XLVIII), communications
concerning the status of women had continued to be handled on the basis of Council
resolution 16 (V) as amended by resolution 304 I (XI).

373. In the discussion on this item, opinion was divided as to the advisability of
. the Commission continuing to d~al with communications concerning the status of
women.

374. In support of the Commission dealing with communications, a number of reasons
were put forward. It was pointed out that the communication system provided an
important source of information. It helped pin-point gross and persistent
violations. Tbe Commission, it was stated, would be more sensitive and more
committed to complaints relating to the status of women and there was no other
appropriate forum for receiving communications relating to the status of women.
It was stressed that by denying this cbannel of communication to women the very
credibility of the Commission would be affected.

375. Representatives who opposed the handling of communications by the Commission
gave the following reasons in support of their position. It was stated that
violations of buman rights, whether of women or men, should be placed on the same
footing and that the human rights bodies were SUfficiently competent to deal with
them.. Dividing rights into those of women and those of men would weaken. these
bodies. There would be too much duplication in the work and in the different
committees and commissions, especially with the coming into force of the Convention
on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination and the International Covenant on Civil

. and Political Rights. In view of the very heavy agenda of the Commission, it would
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net have the time to deal satisfactorily with cOffimunications and would be distracted
from its work on the Programme for the Decade for Women. It was pointed out that
there was no significant change and no reason to go back on the decision which the
Commission had taken at its last session to delete this item from its work
programme.

376. Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Sweden, Thailand, the United Kingdom and the United
states submitted a draft resolution (E/CN.6/L.686).

377. At its 677th meeting, on 16 December 1976, the Commission adopted the
resolution by 14 votes to 5, with 5 abstentions. (For the text, see chap. I,
draft resolution X. )

I1



VI. IHCGHJlIiHE: OF lJORK

378. Agenda item 7 was ta.ken up by the Corrunission at its 677th meeting. The
Commission had before it the proposed progr-amme budget for the biennium 1976-1977
concerning the Commission on the Htatus of \'!omen) 28/ the medium-term plan for
the period 1~)'78-1981 29/ and the report of the Committee for Programme and
Co-ordination on the WOrk of its sixteenth s ess i on , 30/

Tri). 'I'he Deputy Director) Centre for Social :Uevclopment and Humanitarian Affairs)
drew attention to the proi~raHlHle budget for the biennium 1976-1977. As this
progr-amme budget had been dr-awn up before the Horld Conference of Mexico) it did
not take into account the staff requirements for carryinc; out the programme for
the Imnl ement.at.Lon of the Horld Plan of Action. By General Assembly resolution
3520 (XXX)) the Secretariat had 'been asked to prepare revised estimates to the
1977 budget; because of the implications of the iJorld Plan of Action. 'I'hese
revised eat.imat es were actually und cr' d i scus s i on vd thin the Secretariat. 'I'he
!)rogralllll1e budget for the bi enn i.um 1978-1~)79, whi.ch wouLd be based on the medium­
term plan) 'Has now be.i ng prepar-ed and woul.d take into account the decisions of
the Commi nni.on at its current SIO):3siol1.

3130. 'I'he Deputy Director informed the Comm i as.ion that it vould be helpful for
the ~3ecretariat to have the gu i.danc e of the Cormnission on the mediwn-term plan
for 1978-19(1) which was prepared early in 1976 and SUbmitted to the Committee
for Proe;ramme and Co-ordination in May 1976. The relevant paragraphs related to
the three aubpr-ogrammes of the Promotion of Equality of Men and VJomen Branch ­
subpr-ogramme ll: inte[';ration of "omen in development) subpr-ogramme 5:
international instruments relating to the status of women) and subpr-ogramme 6:
women and pcac e .

381. The Commission was informed that) during the discussions in the Corrunittee
for Pr-ogr-amme and Co-ordination, some amendments were introduced) taking into
account the 1.Torld Plan of Act i.on and the resolutions of the General Assembly.
'l'he Conunittee recommended that the programme be raised from below average to
above average rate of growth.

3(J2. The Commission was also informed about the Voluntary Fund for the United
;Jation8 Decade for Homen and the relevant General Assembly resolution (resolution
31/133).

3133. A few questions wer-e raised with respect to the budget and the additional
staffin~ that was required for the Programme for the Decade for VJomen.

384. The Commission approved in eeneral the medium-term plan and took note of the
relevant r ecommendat tons of the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination.

28/ See Official Records of the General Assenbly, Thirtieth Session)
Gupplement ]\[0. 6, vol. II.

29/ Ibid •• Thirty-first f:,ession, [junplement No. 6A and corrigenda) vol. I,
para.s . HTr -11303.

30/ Ibid. > [junnlement l{O. 3[l.
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VII. DRAFT PROVISIOHAL AGI;ImA FOR TI-:IJ~ Ti:ill])JTY-SEVENTH SESSION

385. In accordance with Economic and Social Council resolution 1894 (LVII),
the Commission had Defore it a note by the Secretariat (E/CN.6/L.698/Rev.l)
containing the following draft provisional agenda for the twenty-seventh session:

1. Election of officers

2. Adoption of the asenda

3. Developments relating to the Programme for the United. Hations Decade
for Homen

(~) Review and appraisal of progress made

(l) Preparatory work for the 1980 Yorld Conference

4. International instruments and standards relating to the status of women:

(a) Implementation of the DeClaration on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women and related instruments

(£) Special problems relating to the human rights of lvomen detained
or imprisoned

5. Influence of the mass cmmnunication media

6. Measures to alleviate the condition of women and children in particular
situations of hardship, emergency and armed conflict:

(~) Condition of women and children in particular situations of
arllled conflict and emergency

(£) Effects of apartheid on the status of women

7. Communications concerning the status of women

8. Programme of work

9. Draft provisional agenda for the twenty-eighth session

la. Adoption of the report of the Commission on its twenty-seventh session

386. In the course of the discussion, some representatives considered that the
first sUbstantive item should deal with international instruments and standards
relating to the status of women and be followed by the item on developments
relating to the Programme for the United Nations Decade for Women. It was also
felt that the item on the effects of apartheid. on the status of women should
constitute a separate item rather than a subft em and that the item dealing with
the condition of women and children in particular situations of armed conflict and
emergency should be rephrased to conform more closely to the relevant resolutions
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of the General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council and also constitute a
separate item. Opinions were divided on the inclusion of an item on special
problems relating to the human rights of women detained or imprisoned" Those who
supported its inclusion considered that it should be a separate item. They also
stressed the urgent need for the Commission to consider the condition and
treatment of women prisoners and detainees, which question had been inadequately
studied to date. It was noted that the Sub-Commission on the Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities had specifically requested the
Commission to take up this question. Others believed, however, that the item
should be studied by the Commission on Human Bights rather than the Commission on
the Status of Women, which was not the appropriate body to consider the question
of women prisoners and which, in any case, already had a very heavy work programme.

387. Some representatives requested the inclusion of an item on the influence of
activities of foreign economic and other interests on the living conditions of
women in dependent territories, following the recommendations contained in
Lconomic and Social Council resolution 1516 (XLVIII). In this resolution) the
Council had called for a study of this question but the Commission had not
subsequently received any report from the Special Comnlittee on the Situation
with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples.

388. It was agreed that the Secretary-General would take these observations and
suggestions into consideration when drawing up, in consultation with the Chairman)
the provisional agenda for adoption at the twenty-seventh session.

VIII. ADOPTION OF THE RJ~PORT OF THE COMMISSIOIJ
ON ITS TWENTY-SIXTH SESSION

389. At its 659th meeting, on 1 October 1976, the Commission adopted without a
vote its draft report on agenda item 3 (a) and on the sub.i t em of agenda item 4
which included the Programme for the Decade for TtTomen (E/CN. 6/L. 681 and Add.l-6) .
Ab its 679th meeting, on 17 December 1976, the Commission adopted without a vote
the draft report on its resumed twenty-sixth session (E/CN.6/L.716 and Addol-5)
at which it completed all the items on its agenda.
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IX. ORGA.iJIZATIOJif OF THE SESSION

Openinp; and duration of the session

390. The Commission on the Status of Tfromen held its twenty-sixth and resumed
twenty-sixth sessions at the United ~Jations Office at Geneva from 13 September to
1 October a nd from 6 to 17 December 1976 respectively. The Commission held
50 plenary meetings (630th-679th meetinss).

391. The session was opened by the Assistant Secretary-General for Social
Deve.Lopmerrt and Humanitarian Affairs.

Attendance

392. The f'o LLowi.ng States members of the Commission were represented.: Belf!,ium~

Dyelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic ~ Canada ~ CoLombi a , Cuba. Denmark,
Dominican Republic, :2gypt, France, German Democratic Republic, Greece, Guinea,
Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran, Madagascar, Mexico, Pakistan, Senegal, SvTeden?
Thailand, 'I'cgo , Union of Soviet Socialist Repub.l Lc s , United Kingdom of Great
Britain and rlor-t.her-n Ireland, United States of l\merica and Venezuela. The
f'o Ll.owi ng Stat es members of the Commission were not represented: China, f.'~thiopia.

Ga1:JOn" r.Lcaragua and Zaire. Observers of other State s Members of the United
Nations, representatives of bodies of the United Nations system, other
interr;overnnental orc;anizatjons, a liberation movement and non-rtovernr-ent a.l,
organizations also attended the session. A complete list is given in annex 1.

~lection of officers

393. At its 633rd meet i.ng , on 14 Sel)tember 19'76, the Commission elected the
following officers by acclamation: Chairman, Anasixta Gonzalez de Cuadros
(Colombia); Vice-Chairmen: Hanna Bokor-Szego (Hungary); Janet Cockcroft (United
Kingdom); Lena Gueye (Senegal); Rapport eur , Homa Rcuhf (Iran).

Agenda

394. 'I'he Commission considered its agenda at its 631st meeting. It had before it
the provisional agenda (:c/cn.6/59G) drawn up by the Secretary-General in
consultation with the Chairman of the Commission at its twenty-fifth session.
The provisional agenda was adopted without objection and is reproduced in annex 11.

Organization of work

395. By 1 October 1976, the Commission had completed consideration of only part
of agenda item 3 (a) and items ~' (a) and (b), under which it had adopted the
Programme for the United Nations Decade for Women. Owing to lack of time, it
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was unable to complete consideration of aubIt ems (~) and (~) of item 4 or to
consider items 5-8.

396. At its 659th meeting, on 1 October 1976, therefore. the Commission adopted
the following draft resolution without a yote.

liThe Conunission on the Status of Women,

"Ho t Lng the pr-ovi s ions of resolution 3521 (XXX) of 15 December 1975.
by which the General Assembly requested the Commission on the Status of Women
to complete in 1976 the elaooration of the draft Convent Lon on the Elimination
of Discrimination against Homen •

.IRe{'!;rettinp; its inability to conclude its work on the drafting of the
Converrt i.ori on the Elimination of Discrimination against Homen and other
items of the asenda,

nnot ing the extreme importance of completing thi s wor-k , part icularly
in the light of the United Nations Decade for lwmen: Equality, Development
and Peace, 1976-1985,

"Str ong.Ly recommends to the Economic and Social Council that it
authorize the holding of a resumed twenty-sixth session of the Commission on
the Status of Women in 1976, preferably in New York, to enable it to
complete the remainder of its agenda, with special priority to the drafting
of the Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against vTomen and the
preparatory work for the world Conference of the United Nations Decade for
Hornen, 1980."

397. The ~conomic and Social Council, at its 2035th meeting, on 27 October 1976,
decided, by decision 195 (LXI), to approve the holding of a resumed. twenty-sixth
session of the Commission at Geneya from 6 to 17 December 1976.

398. At the same meeting, by its decision 196 (LXI). the Council also decided, as
an exception, C§!J to take note of the decision adopted by the Commission at its
twenty-sixth session concerning the Programme for the United Nations Decade for
Hornen (see para. 293), (b) to transmit the Programme to the General Assembly at
its thirty-first session for its information, 31/ and (c) to consider the report
of the Commission as a whole at the sixty-second session.

Summary records, resolutions and recommendations

399. The Commission decided, at its 631st meeting, to have summary records prepared
of the discussion of items 3 (~). 4 and 6.

400. The draft resolutions recommended for adoption by the ~conomic and Social
Council and the decision taken by the Commission at its twenty-sixth session and
which is of special relevance to the Council. are reproduced in chapter I of the
present report.

31/ The General Assembly subsequently, in its resolution 31/136 of
16 December 1976, approved the Prograwne as adopted by the Commission.

-90-



men
t. LaD

t

on

g
he

"b

tred

401. The docunlents before the Commission at its twenty-sixth session are listed
in annex VI.

Consultations with non-governmental organizations

402. In accordance vath rule 75 of the rules of procedure of the functional
commissions of the Economic and Social Council, the observers of the following
non-p;overmuental organizations in consultative status with the Council made
statements during the twenty-sixth session:

Category I: International Confederation of Free Trade Unions (item 3),
International Planned Parenthood Federation (item 4); "romen's International
Democrat ic Federation ( item 4) •

Category 11: World Union of Catholic Women's Organizations (item 3),
International Federation of Business and Professional Homen (item l.~), International
Federation of T.lomen in Ler:aJ. Careers (item 4), 1·,Torld Vomen's Christian Temperance
Union (item 4), ~,Tomenls International Lear::uc for Peace and Freedom (item 6).

403. Written statements submitted by non-governmental organizations are listed in
annex VI.
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ANNEXES

Annex I

ATTENDANCE

Members---
BeLrri.um: 1,1. A. Coene; E. Foucart-Floor;* S. Oschinsky;* S. Gerlo-Van Loey;*
-P"": Note rdaeme ;* E:i G. Van Duyse ;" J. Harroy*

Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic: E. le Romanovich; V. 1. Luky'anovich* S

Canada: Rita Cadieux

Colombia: Anasixta Gonzalez de Cuadros; An~ela Herran*

Cuba: Esther Velis Dfaz de Villalvilla; Mad'a Yolanda Ferrer G6mez;*
~onor RotiriGuez* :~

Denmark: Karen Dahlerup; Nllilna Dahlerup;* Grethe Fengel' M~ller;* Tyge Lehmann;*
Harianne Lehmann* 9J

I:crdnic!:il1 Republic: Licelott Mar-te de Barrios;£I Diana Elisa Noelting*

E~ypt: Aziza Hussein; M. Tallawy;* Minou Serry*

France: Marcelle Devaud; Germaine Hirlemann*

German Democratic Republic: Helga Hoerz; Hans-Juergen Micheel;* Horst Muller*

Greece: Anna Venezi-Cosmetatos

Guinea: Sophie Maka

Hunr;a:ry: Hanna Bokor-Szego; Gyorgy Szenasi*

* Alternate.

~j Attended the resumed twenty-sixth session only.

~ Not represented at the session.

s.J Did not a.ttend the session.
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India: Kamila Tyabji; K. S. Sodhi*

Indonesia: Suwarni Salyo;~ Kustijah Prodjolalito*

Iran: Princess Shraf Pahlavi;c,' Manaz Afkheni;~f ~I Mehdi Ehsasi; Horna Bouhi;*
~leh Esfandiari;* ~ Shahna;Vokhshourfar* ~

Madagascar: Lucette Ramanantsoavina; Hafa Lamina*

l1exi co: Afda Con zti.Le z Martinez;.9:/ Jose Luis Vallarta;*!y Gloria Brasdefer*

Ni caragua ::e./

Pakistan: Tazeen Fari di; Khalid Saleem"*

~enegal: Lena Gueye

§~eden: Maj Britt Sandlund;~/ K. Sonja Fredgarc1h;y Karin M. Ahrland*.§j

Th~iland: Princess N~. Prem Purachatra

Togo: Adjoavi Bika Thompson-Trenou;§/ Madoc Sivomey*§/

Union of Soviet S~cialist Republics: Tatiana Nikolaeva

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland: Janet Cockcroft;
Eri c Callway*

United States of America: Patricia Hutar; Shirley B. Hendsch;*
Virginia Y. Trotter*

Venezuela: Veronica Pefia.Lver de Lepage ;d/ Blanca Canache Mata ·*d!
Irama BaLza Rodriguez;-l<' ~ Rosa Lisboa-de Necer* ~ ' -

Zaire:£!

States Members of the United Nations represented by observer~

Argentina, Australia, Austria, Chile, Finland, Germany, Federal RepUblic of,
Ireland, Israel, Japan, Lebanon, Libyan Arab Republic, Netherlands, New Zealand,
Norway, Poland, Portugal, Tunisia, Turkey

United Nations Secretariat

Centre for Social fevelopment and Humarri t.az-i an Affairs, Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), Economic Commission for Latin
America (ECLA), Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), Economic Commission for
Western Asia (ECWA)

~ Attended the twenty-sixth session only.
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United Nations bodies

United Nations Children's FUDd, United Nations Development Programme, United Nations
Fund for Population Activities, United Nations Research Institute for Social
Development

Specialized agencies

International Labour Organisation, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations, United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

Other intergovernmental organizations re~resented by observers

Commission on the Status of Arab Women, European Economic Communities,
Inter-American Commission of Women",- '.

Liberation movement

Palestine Liberation Organization

Non-governmental organi zations

Category I: International Alliance of Women, International Confederation of
Free Trade Unions, International Council of Women, International Planned
Parenthood Federation, International Youth and Student Movement for the United
Nations, Women's International Democratic Federation

Category 11: All-India Women's Conference, All-Pakistan Women's Association,
Arab Lawyers Union, Associated Country Women of the Horld, Baha'i International
Community, The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, Friends World
Committee for Consultation, International Catholic Child Bureau, International
Confederation of Catholic Charities, International Council of Jewish Women,
International Council of Social Democratic Women, International Council on
Social Welfare, International Federation for Human Rights, International
Federation of Business and Professional Women, International Federation of
University Women, International Federation of Women in Legal Careers, International
Federation of Women Lawyers, International Movement for Fraternal Union among
Races and Peoples? International Union for Child Welfare, Pan-Pacific and
South-East Asia Women's Association, Soroptimist International, St. Joan1s
International Alliance, Women's International League for Peace and Freedom,
Women's International Zionist Organization, World Union of Catholic Women's
Organizations, World Women's Christian Temperance Union, Horld Young IVomen's
Christian Association, Zonta International

Roster: World Peace Council
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Annex 11

AGENDA

1. Election of officers

2. Adoption of the agenda

3, International instruments relating to the status of women:

(~) Draft Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women

(~) Implementation of the Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination
against 1{omen

4. The United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,
1976-1985~

(~) Evaluation of activities undertaken during the International Womenws Year

(~) The programme for the Decade and related questions, including technical
co-voperat.Lon activities

(c) Review and appraisal of progress made under the International Development
Strategy for the Second United Nations Development Decade and in the
implementation of the World Plan of Action for the Implementation o~ the
Objectives of the International Women 1s Year

(~) Preparatory work for the World Conference of the United Nations Decade
for 1;{omen) 1980

5. Influence of the mass communication media on attitudes towards the roles of
women and men in present~day society

6. Communications concerning the status of women

7. Programme of work

8. Draft provisional agenda for the twenty-seventh session

9. Adoption of the report of the Commission on its twenty··sixth session
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Annex III

ADMINISTRATIVE AllfD FINANCIAL n1PLICATIOIIJS OF DECISIONS
TAKEN BY THE COr1MISSION AT ITS THENTy·,sIXTH fJESEUON

Draft resolution I

1. Under the terms of article 19, par-agr-aph 3. of the draft Convention on the
Elimination of Discrimination against I'Tomen (see chap. I above, draft resolution I j

annex) j the Commission on the Status of Pomen shall establish an ad hoc Group
consisting of la to 15 persons elected by the Commission from arnon.'j·-its own members
who are States Parties to the Convention and from an additional list of persons
nominated by States Parties who are not members of the Cor~ission. consideration
being given to the principle of equitable geographical distribution and
representation of differing lee;al systems. Those elected to the Group shall serve
in their personal capacity and shall be elected for a two~·year term. Par-agr-aph 4
of the same article provides that the Group shall meet for a period of not more
than two weeks before the opening of the regular session of the Commission and
paragraph 5 that it shall report to the Commission on the Status of Homen which
shall transmit its report" together Hith its own comments 0 to the Economic and
Social Council.

2. Should this article be adopted, financial im~lications would arise. These
have been calcLuated based on the following ass~mptions:

(~) That the ad _hoc_ Group wou.Ld meet in New York and that its members) serving
in their personal capacity 0 woulcl be provided wi t h f'Lr-at- ..class travel and
subsistence allowance~

("!?) The Group wouLd meet for a period of t.wo week s;

(~) There vou.Ld be tHO meetinrr,s daily·

(~) Silnultaneous interpretation in English J French, Russian and Spanish would
be z'equ.i.r-ed ; whether Chinese would "be required would denend on the composition of
the Group:

(e) No sunrraary records would be prepared, but sound recordin~ would be
required:,

CO There would be 300 pages of pr-e-iae as i on , 100 pages of in~,session and
50 pages of post-session documentation, all to be translated from the original
version into three other languages, subject to the possible inclusion of Chinese;
the report of the Group to the Economic and Social Council would in any event have
to be translated into Chinese;

(g) Supplementary staff resources would "be required to under-take the
additional work involved (including the preparation of the summary, requested under
article 19 J para. 7) of information received from States Parties and specialized
agenc Lea , on measures 't alcen and progress made in achievinp; full observance of the
rights recognized in the Convention).
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3. On the basis of the above ass1~ptions~ the total cost of the meeting of the
~~~o~ Group to the United Nations regular budget is estimated as follows:

United States dollars

Travel and subsistence of members of the
ad hoc Group (15 members .- average
$1 /F(o- per member) .....,.... 28 0050

Other support staff: 1 conference officer and
1 documents officer . ... . . .

Pre-ueaai.on documentation: 180 work days of
translation and 90 wor-k days of revision

1~,623

6,934

840

20,803

14,480

210 work days
70 wor-k days
45 work days

pre-session
in-session
post.c-seas i on

Interpretation: 12 interpreters, on basis of
meetings in Hew York with '7 non-local
interpreters travellinr, from Geneva to
New York and return . . . . .

Ln-iaeas i.on documentation: 60 work days of
translation and 30 work days of revision

Post.cse as i on documentation; 40 work days of
translation and 20 work days of revision

Reproduction and distribution of pre-, in- and
post-session documentation aj . . . • . . . .

Typing:

Additional staff resources:
common staff costs

1 p.-,4 post with
31,200

TOTAL $144,333
._---­--_..-

4. If Chinese were to be included, the following additional costs would arise:

a/ Includes cost of translation into Chinese of the report to the Economic
and Social Council.
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United States dollars

Three interpreters . . . •
e
c

Pre-session documentation: 60 work days of
translation and 30 work days of
revision •• D.~O.O 6,934

In-session documentation: 20 work days of
translation and 10 work days of
revi sion . . . . , . 2~311

T;'lI>ing: Jlre-session,
in-se ssion ,

60 work days )
20 work days ) 2,800

Reproduction and distribution of documents 810

TOTAL

Draft resolution VIII

(~) The ad hoc Committee would meet in New York;

establishment of this ad hoc Committee,
For the purpose of establishing the costs

6. Should the Council approve the
financial implications would arise.
the following assumptions apply:

5. Under the terms of paragraph 1 of draft resolution VIII (see chap. I above),
the Economic and Social Council would decide to establish, on the basis of
equitable geographical distribution, an ~d hoc Committee composed of
16 representatives of the Governments members of the CowJnission on the status of
Women and responsible for submitting to the Commission at its twenty-seventh and
twenty-eighth sessions in 1978 and 1980, proposals concerning the substantive and
organizational arrangements for the World Conference of the United Nations Decade
for Women, 1980. The ad hoc Committee would meet, if possible, immediately before
the 1918 and 1980 sessions of the Commission with an additional meeting of the
Committee being held in 1979 if deemed necessary.

(:9..) The duration of each meeting would be five days;

(£.) The Committee would meet twice daily;

(~) The documentation would be in English, French and Spanish, its volume
being estimated as follows:

Pre-session:
Irr-ee s s i on :
Post-se ssion:

20 pages
10 pages
20 pages;

(~) No summary records would be prepared, but sound recording would be
provided;
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Draft resolution IX
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7. The cost of each meeting would be apportioned as follows:

300

5,180
1,650

600
500

1,660

22,410

---
·1,32,360

United States dollars

Interpreters
Translators
Revisers
Typists

TOTAL

Travel of representatives

Temporary personnel:

Miscellaneous

Reproduction and distribution of documents

(r) Travel of Committee members would be paid 'by the United Nations at the
economy rate, but they would receive no per diem inasmuch as they are representatives
of Governments members of the Commission;

(~) No honorarium would be paid to the special rapporteur;

(a) Temporary assistance would be re~uired.

8. If the Committee were to meet prior to the 1978 and 1980 sessions of the
Commission, the travel costs of the representatives (estimated at $22,470) would
not arise, making a total cost per meeting of $9,890.

(~) One visit to Paris for consultations with UNESCO, also for one week,
would be required.

9. Under draft resolution IX, paragraph 8 (see chap. I above), the Economic and
Social Council would decide to appoint a special rapporteur to prepare a study on
the impact of the mass communication media on the changing roles of men and women,
inclUding action taken by the public and private sectors at national, regional and
international levels, to remove prejudices and sex-role stereotyping, to accelerate
the acceptance of women's new and expanded roles in society; and to promote their
integration into the development process as equal partners with men.

(~) Two visits to United Nations Headquarters for consultations would De
r-equi.red , each of one week I s duration;

10. Should the Council appoint a special rapporteur, financial implications would
arise, based on the following assumptions:



11. The total cost would be as follows:

Two one-week visits to New York
(first-class travel)

United States dollars

2,860

Sub s.i s't ence • • •

One one-week visit to Paris (first class travel)

_ 920

1.915

3,780

Subsistence

TOTAL

III III • III III • III .. III 11 III
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Annex IV

DRAFT CONVENTION ON THE ELIMINATION OF DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN

Text of the Preamble and articles 1-13
recommended by the Style Committee

PREAMBLE

The States Parties to the present Convention,

Considering that the Charter of the United Nations reaffirmed faith in
fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person and in the
equal rights of men and women,

Considering that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights affirms the
principle of non-discrimination and proclaims that all human beings are born free
and equal in dignity and rights and that everyone is entitled to all the rights
and freedoms set forth therein, without distinction of any kind, including any
distinction based on sex,

Considering that the international covenants on human rights impose on States
the obligation to ensure to men and women the equal right to enjoyment of all
economic, social, cultural, civil and political rights,

Tlli~ing into account the conventions concluded under the auspices of the
United Nations and the specialized agencies and the resolutions, declarations and
recommendations adopted by those organizations in favour of equal rights of women
and men,

Concerned to find that, despite those various instruments, extensive
discrimination against women continues to exist,

Recalling that discrimination against women violates the principles of equal
rights and respect for human dignity, hampers the participation of women, on equal
terms with men, in the political, social, economic and cultural life of their
country, is an obstacle to the growth of the well-being of society and of the
family, and makes more difficult the full development of the potentialities of
women in the service of their country and humanity,

Concerned particularly that scientific and technological progress has, in
general, improved the potential for employment and the development of new skills
but without benefiting women to the same extent as men,

Affirming that the strengthening of international peace and security,
friendly co-operation among States irrespective of their social and economic
systems, general and complete disarmament under strict and effective international
control, the elimination of colonialism and racism in all their forms includine
a~artheid, the elimination of the gap between developing and developed countries,
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and the right to self-determination are vital in promoting the fundamental rights
of women, in the achievement of which they should play their full part,

Convinced that the full and complete development of a country, the welfare of
the world and the cause of peace require the maximum participation of women on
equal terms with men in all fields,

Conscious of the great contribution made by women to the progress of society,
which contribution has not yet been fully recognized, of the social significance
of maternity and of the role of parents in the family and in the rearing of
children,

Determined to implement the principles set forth in the Declaration on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women and, for that purpose, to adopt the
necessary measures to eliminate ~e facto and de jure discrimination,

Have agreed upon the following:

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article I

For the purpose of the present Convention the term "discrimination against
womeni' shall mean any distinction, exclusion or restriction made on the basis of
sex which has the effect of or the purpose of impairing or nUllifying the
recognition, enjoyment or exercise by women, on a basis of equality with men, of
human rights and fundamental freedoms in the political, economic, social and
cultural fields or any other field of public life.

Article 2

The States Parties condemn discrimination against women and undertake to
pursue, by all appropriate means and without delay, a policy of eliminating
discrimination against women and, to this end:

(~) Each State Party undertakes to embody the principle of the equality of
men and women in its national Constitution, if not yet incorporated therein, and
to ensure, through law or by other appro~riate means, the practical realization of
this principle;

(Q) Each State Party undertakes to adopt legislative and/or all other
appropriate rneasures, accompanied by sanctions, prohibiting all discrimination
against women and guaranteeing the realization of the principle of equality of
rights;

<..~) Each State Party undertakes to establish legal protection for the
equality of rights of men and women;

(d) Each State Party undertakes not to engage in any act or practice of
discri;ination against women and to ensure that public authorities and public
institutions shall act in conformity with this obligation;
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(~) Each State Party undertakes to take all necessary measures to eliminate
discrimination against women by any person or organization;

(£) Each State Party shall take all appropriate measures, including
legislation, to modify or abolish existing laws, regulations, customs and
practices which are discriminatory to women;

(g) Each State Party undertakes to promote organizations and movements "hose
purpose is to advance the status of women and eliminate discrimination against
them.

Article 3

The States ~arties shall undertake in all fields, particularly in the
political, social, economic and cultural areas, all appropriate measures,
including legislation, to ensure the full development and advancement of women,
for the purpose of guaranteeing them the exercise and enjoyment of human rights
and fundamental freedoms on a basis of equality with men.

Article 4

1. Adoption by States of temporary special measures aimed at accelerating de facto
equality shall not be considered discriminatory but shall in no way entail, -.------­
as a consequence, the maintenance of unequal or separate standards; these measures
should be discontinued when the objectives of equality of opportunity and
treatment have been achieved.

2. Adoption by States of special measures aimed at protecting maternity,
including those measures contained in the present Convention, shall not be
considered discriminatory.

Article 5

1. The States Parties shall take all appropriate measures, notably educational,
to modify the social and cultural patterns of conduct of men and women, with a
view to achieving the elimination of prejudices and customary and all other
practices which are based on the idea of the inferiority or the superiority of
either of the sexes or on stereotyped roles for men and women~

2. Suitable family education should include a proper understanding of motherhood
as a social function and the recognition of the common responsibility of both men
and women in the upbringing and development of their children.

Ar~icle 6

Each State Party undertakes to repeal all provisions of national penal
legislation which constitute discrimination against women.

Article 7

Each State Party agrees to take all appropriate measures, including
legislation, to combat all forms of traffic in women and exploitation of
prostitution of women.
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POLITICAL RIGHTS

Article 8

The States Parties shall undertake all appropriate measures to ensure to
women, on equal terms with men and without any discrimination, opportunities to
participate in the political and pUblic life of the country and, in particular:

(~) To vote in all elections and be eligible for election to all publicly
elected bodies;

(~) To participate in the formulation of government policy and the
implementation thereof and to hold public office and exercise all public functions
at the national and local levels;

(£) To vote in all public referenda;

(~) To participate in non-governmental organizations and associations
concerned with the public and political life of the country.

Article 9

1. The States Parties shall grant spouses the same rights to acquire, change or
retain their nationality and shall, in particular, make provisions to ensure that
neither marriage of a person to, nor dissolution of marriage from, an alien nor
change of nationality by an alien during marriage will automatically change such
person's nationality, render him or her stateless or force upon him or her the
nationality of the spouse.

2. The States Parties may permit the alien husband or wife of one of their
nationals, at his or her request, to acquire the nationality of his or her spouse
through specially privileged naturalization procedures; the granting of such
nationality is subject to such limitations as may be imposed in the interests of
national security or public policy, or by virtue of certain penal or
administrative measures taken against the applicant.

3. The present Convention shall not be construed as affecting any legislation or
judicial practice by which the alien husband or wife of a national of one of the
States Parties may, at his/her request, acquire hiS/her spouse's nationality as a
matter of right.

4. The States Parties undertake to grant women the same rights as men to
transmit their own nationality to their children.

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC RIGHTS

Article 10

Each State Party agrees to take all appropriate measures to ensure to women,
married or unmarried, equal rights with men in the field of education. Education
shall be directed towards the full development of the human personality and the
sense of dignity and shall strengthen respect for human rights and fundamental
freedoms. In particular, each State shall ensure:

-104-

~grl

s il
ech
,6 i

ltaf
of t

any
fOrJ

inc
as

prc

he
pl

a,
ell
se

0'

e
'I

1;



C~J Equal conditions for career guidance, access to studies and earni.nr; of
degrees or diplomas in educational institutions of all categories in rural ru; vell
as in urban areas; this equality is to be ensured in pre-nchocl , general,
technical, professional and higher, includinc; hieher technical education, an Fell
as in all types of vocational training;

(~) Equal access to the same curricula, the same examinat.ions , t.e ach i ng
staff with qualifications of the same standard and school premises and equipment
of the same quality, whether the institutions are coeducational or not:

(~J The speedy achievement of coeducation, which will also he Lp to eliminate
any stereotyped concept of masculine and feminine roles, at all 1evelG and in all
forms of education;

(9,) Equal opportunities to benefit from scholarships and other study grants"

(~) Equal opportunity for access to programmes of continuinf education,
including adult and functional literacy programmes, particularly aimed at r educ i.ng
as soon as possible the existing knowledge gap between men and women;

CO Measures to reduce the school drop-out rate among girls and provision of
programmes for young girls who have left school early;

(g) Access to specific educational information which will he.Ip to ensure the
health and well-being of families, including information and advice on fami.ly
planning.

Article 11

1. The States Parties shall undertake to adopt all appropriate measures to
ensure to women, married or unmarried, equal rights with men in economic and
social life and, in particular:

(~) The right to work as an inalienable right of all human be ings :

(b) The right, without discrimination on grounds of civil status or any
other grounds, to receive vocational training and retraining, to free choice of
profession and employment and to promotion and job security;

(~) The right to equal remuneration with men for work of equal value and to
equali ty of treatment with respect to the evaluation of quality of work of equal
value as defined in the Convention of the International Labour Organisation on,
this subject;

(~) The right, on equal terms with men to social security, particularly vii th
respect to retirement, unemployment, sickness, disability and old 81".e or other
incapacity to work, as well as the right to paid leave;

(~) The right to family benefits on equal terms for men and women;

(f) Equal employment opportunities for women and the prevention of
discri;ination in employment on the basis of sex.
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2. In order to prevent discrimination against women on account of marriage or
maternity and to ensure their effective right to work , the States Parties shall
undertake measures:

(a) Prohibiting - and making punishable - dismissal on grounds of marriage,
pregnancy or maternity leave;

(b) Progressively introducing paid leave for pregnancy and maternity without
loss of the job held and without loss of social allowances and benefits, the
periods of leave being treated as equivalent to periods of work actually
performed; the cost of this protection should be borne by social security systems
or other pUblic funds or collective systems;

(~) Encouraging the provision of the necessary support services, inclUding
child-care services, and granting women free medical services during pregnancy,
confinement and the post-natal period.

Article 12

The States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate
discrimination against women in rural areas in order to guarantee them equality as
participants and as beneficiaries of agricultural and rural development and
particularly the right to:

(a) Participate fully in the formulation and implementation of development
planning from the local to the national levels;

(b) Receive adequate medical and health facilities, inclUding family
planning advice and services, as well as personal rights to social security on
equal basis with men~

(~) Have access to all types of training and education, formal and
non-f'ormal., including functional literacy, as ve.l.L as the benefit of all community
and extension services;

(d) Participate equally in all community activities inclUding co-operatives;

(~) Have equal access to credit and loans, marketing facilities and
appropriate technologies and receive equal treatment in land and agrarian reform
as well tiS in land resettlement schemes.

Article 13

1. The States Parties shall encourage measures to enable parents to combine
fulfilment of family and parental obligations with activity in the labour force, in
professions and in public life and shall, for that purpose, promote the establishment
of chiLd-scar-e facilities as needed, as a co-operative effort of Government, business
and industry and other institutions and organizations in the private sector.

2. The States Parties shall adopt appropriate measures, including le~islation,

to ensure the health and safety of all workers, male and female, in their working
conditions.

3. Protective legislation applying to women should be reviewed in the light of
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..

scientific and technological knowledge, and should be revised, repealed or
extended to all workers as necessary.

4. The States Parties shall adopt measures to extend special protection to women
for types of work which have been proved to be harmful to them from the standpoint
of their socia: function of reproduction. Such measures shall be periodically
reviewed and brought up to date in cases where such limitations are discriminatory
with regard to free choice of employment of WOlnen and in the light of advances in
scientific and technological knowledge.
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Annex V

PROGR~~E FOR THE UNITED NATIONS DECADE FOR WOMEN ~

I. UNITED NATIONS DECADE FOR WOI~EN: POLICIES, PRINCIPLES AND MANDATES

1. The pOlicies, principles and mandates for the Programme for the United Nations
Decade for Women are set forth in a number of international documents, El inclUding
in particular:

(~) The Declaration of Mexico on the Equality of Women and their Contribution
to Development and Peace, 1975, the World Plan of Action for the Implementation of
the Objectives of the International Women's Year, the regional plans of action for
Asia and the Pacific and for Africa and related resolutions of the Conference, cl
endorsed by the General Assembly in its resolution 2530 (XXX); -

(b) General Assembly resolutions 3490 (xxx), 3505 (XXX), 3518 (XXX) to
3524 (XXX) and 3416 (XXX) of December 1975;

(c) Economic and Social Council resolutions 1998 (LX), 1999 (LX) and
2005 (LX) of May 1976.

These international documents, and especially the World Plan of Action, stress the
importance of national action, supported by action at the regional and global levels,
involving all organizations in the United Nations system. The World Plan of Action
and the regional plans provide detailed guidelines for such action.

2. In addition to the above-mentioned texts, a number of resolutions and
declarations have been adopted during the International Women's Year by the
specialized agencies. These resolutions and declarations request action by these
agencies in various technical subjects which are included in the Programme for the
Decade and for which they should, according to the mandate given to them Ll the
United Nations system, continue to have the technical responsibility.

3. At the same time the World Plan of Action provides that "eaCh country should
decide upon its own national strategy and identify its own tar ets and priorities
within the present World Plan (para. 28. It also stipUlates that, by 1980, the
achievement of the following should be envisaged and that these minimum Objectives
should be developed in more specific terms in regional plans of action (para. 46):

~ See paras. 257-293 of the present report.

El The inclusion of this paragraph should not be interpreted as indicating
a change in the positions taken by certain delegations when the documents and
resolutions referred to in the paragraph were adopted.

cl Report of the World Conference of the International Women's Year (United
Natio~s pUblication, Sales No.: E/76.IV.l), chaps. I-Ill.
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"(.§!:) Marked increase in literacy and civic education of women, especially
in rural areas;

IY (E.) The extens ion of co-educational technical and vocational training a.n
basic skills to women and men in the industrial and agricultural sectors;

"(~) Equal access at every level of' education, compulsory primary school
education and the measures necessary to prevent school drop-outs;

"C~) Increased employment opportunities for women, r-educti.on of
unemployment and increased efforts to eliminate discrimination in the terms
and conditions of employment;

IY(~) The establishment and increase of the infrastTuctural services
required in both rural and urban areas;

''ef) The enactment of legislation on voting and eligibility for election
on equal terms with men and equal opportunity and conditions of employment
including remuneration, and on equality in legal capacity and the exercise
thereof;

"(g) Encouragement of a greater par-t i.cLpat i.on of women in policy-making
positions at the local, national and international levels;

"(g) Increased provision :for comprehensive measures for health education
and services, sanitation, nutrition, family education, family planning and
other wel:fare services;

"(i) Provision for parity in the exercise of civil, social and political
rights ;uch as those pertaining to marriage, citizenship and commerce;

"(j) Recognition of the economic value of women's work in the home, in
domestic :food production and marketing and voluntary activities not
traditionally remunerated;

"(k) Direction of formal, non-formal and life-long education towards the
re-eval~ation of the man and woman, in order to ensure their full
realization as individuals in the family and in society;

"(1) The promotion o:f women 's organizations as an interim measure within
workers' organizations .and educational, economic and professional institutions;

"(m) The development of modern rural technology, cottage industry,
pre-school day centres, time and energy saving devices so as to help reduce the
heavy work load o:f women, particularly those living in rural sectors and the
urban poor and thus :facilitate the full participation of women in community,
national and international affairs;

"(n) The establishment of an interdisciplinary and multisectoral machinery
within the Government for accelerating the achievement of equal opportunities
:for women and their :full integration into national life."

4. The General Assembly, in proclaiming the United Nations Decade :for Women:
~Cl~ality, Development and Peace (resolution 3520 (XXX), called upon Governments,
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as a matter of urgency~ to examine the recommendations contained in the World Plan
of Action and related resolutions of the Conference including action to be taken
at the national level~ such as:

"{a ) The establishment of shor-t-rt.erm , medium-term and long-term targets,
and priorities to this end, taking into account the guidelines set forth in
sections I and 11 of the World Plan of Action, including the minimum objectives
recommended for achievement by 1980;

1

"(b) The adoption of national strategies, plans and programmes for the
implementation of the recommendations within the framework of over-all
development plans, pOlicies and programmes;

"(£) The undertaking of regular reviews and appraisals of progress made
at the national and local levels in aChieving the goals and objectives of the
World Plan of Action within the framework of over-all development plans,
policies and programmes."

5. The Assembly also called for the co-operation of the entire United Nations
system in implementing the World Plan, and the development and implementation
within the framework of the Administrative Co-ordination Committee of a joint
interagency programme for the integration of women in development. This joint
programme now has the title: "Joint Inter-Organizational Programme for the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace 11.

6. The Assembly also urged non-governmental orcanizations to assist in
implementing the World Plan and related recommendations of the Conference within
their particular areas of interest and competence.

7. It is proposed to implement the Programme for the Decade in two phases;
1976-1980, the year of the World Conference for the Decade, and the period
1981-1985~ constituting the second half of the Decade.

8. The programme outlined below focuses on the first half of the Decade, 1976-1980.

9. In order to ensure the effective integrated implementation of the Programme,
it is essential to strengthen the organizational structures responsible for the
over-all co-ordination~ development of programmes, pUblic information and
evaluation of the Decade for Women, at all levels ~ international, regional and
national. Such structures should be basically responsive to the realistic needs
of women at country level~ in urban and rural areas.

10. The Programme, if it is to achieve its objectives, will require resources,
both within the regular budgets of organizations in the United Nations system and
through bilateral and multilateral extrabudgetary funds, including the Voluntary
Fund for the United Nations Decade for Women.

11. It is recommended that adequate resources from the regular budget, both for
staffing for Headquarters and for the secretariats of regional commissions~ be
provided as they are essential to ensure the continuity in the infrastructure
required for the satisfactory implementation of the Programme for the Decade at
the international and regional levels.
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11. SPECIFIC AREAS FOR ACTION TO ATTAIN THE THREEFOLD OBJECTIVES OF THE DECADE

A. Formulation and im~lementation of international and national
standards to eliminate discrimination against women

International and regional action. 1976-1980

1. Adoption and entry into force of the Convention on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women with effective measures for its implementation

Adoption of the Convention by the General Assembly, entry into force of the
Convention and application of its implementation measures as soon as possible.

2. Implementation of existing international instruments relating to the status
of women

(a) Biennial review by the Commission on the Status ef Women of the
implementation of the Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women and other international instruments with related provisions (Economic and
Social Council resolution 1677 (LII)).

(b) Review of the implementation of the Convention on the Elimination of
Discr~ination against Women when it has been adopted, in accordance with the
implementation provisions laid down in it.

(£) Biennial review by the General Assembly and other relevant bodies of
progress aChieved in the promotion of full equality with men in all spheres of life,
in accordance with international standards and in particular the participation of
women in political life, in international co-operation and in the strengthening of
international peace in accordance with General Assembly resolution 3520 (XXX)
(see also section C below).

(d) Review of existing instruments by relevant international organizations,
including the United Nations specialized agencies, to ensure that they do not
contain obstacles to the full integration, utilization and participation of women
in development, with a view to amending them where necessary.

3. Studies in specific areas with a view to the elaboration of new instruments
(conventions, declarations, recommendations)

The objective is to broaden the field of studies and preparation of
international standards in specific areas, so as to seek and find the best waY of
introducing new definitions of family functions in terms of rights and
responsibilities, with a view to improving the status of women by changing the
present patterns of behaviour.

(a) Comparative studies on different aspects of civil and family law to be
submitted to the Commission on the Status of Women in accordance with Economic and
Social Council resolution 1849 (LVI).
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Such studies should cover legislation, regulations and customs relating to age
of marriage, legal capacity, rights and responsibilities on entering marriage.
during marriage and at its dissolution, laws on inheritance and taxation and rights
and responsibilities of parents vis-a-vis their children.

(Q) Studies relating to the sharing of family responsibilities to be submitted
to the Commission on the Status of Women in accordance with its resolution 2 (XXIII).

These studies should take into account the need to reform school curricula to
do away with traditional stereotypes of men and women and to renew, in the best
possible way, the picture generally given to boys and girls of their respective
roles and of the sharing of the tasks in the family and in the society.

(c) The International Labour Organisation should study the application of
Recomm;ndation No. 123 of 1965 and the elaboration of a convention on the employment
of women with family responsibilities.

4. Activities to increase knowledge and awareness of international standards

United Nations regional commissions and regional centres and other concerned
international organs as well as competent regional intergovernmental organizations
should:

(~) Take all appropriate measures to disseminate information on all the United
Nations instruments dealing with the status of women and to assist and encourage
the Governments in their respective regions to ratify and implement these
instrument s ;

(b) Promote studies in and between countries to assess the effects of existing
legislation and determine further lor,islative needs and promote technical seminars,
workshops or similar meetings to discuss these matters at national and intercountry
levels.

5. Appropriate public information activities uesigned to ensure that men and
women in ur-ban and rural areas will be made aware of their rights and
responsibilities under international instruments (e.g. pamphlets, pUblicatlons,
audio-visual means, seminars, meetings and non-governmental activities).

National action, 1976-1980

(~J The principle of' eliminating discrimination on grounds of sex should be
secured through constitutional and legislative or other appropriate measures;

(£) Enactment of legislation to bring national laws into conformity with
international instruments and review of national legislation in order to ensure
equality between men and women;

(£) Ratification of or accession to relevant international conventions;

(~) Adoption of measures to inform and advise women, with the assistance of
non-governmental organizations, of their rights and responsibilities and to assist
them in securing their implementation.
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B. Integration of women in development

In elaborating programmes promoting the integration of women in development,
international, regional and national bodies and organizations may, as an initial
step, establish separate programmes exclusively for women where their status is
particularly low and where discriminatory attitudes towards them are strong. The
aim of programmes for the advancement of women, however, is ultimately to integrate
their activities with those of men in all sectors so that women do not remain
isolated in their activities. Separat~ programmes for the integration of women in
development should therefore be appropriately phased out as women gain more
confidence in themselves and as men accept more readily the role of women as equal
partners in development.

Priority should be given to the elaboration of programmes which tend towards
the implementation of the new international economic order in order to help
eliminate situations in which any human being may be exploited or left out of
society and to emphasize that inadequate conditions of the population, including
the female population, are closely linked to the inadequate internal structures of
countries. Programmes for the integration of women in the process of development
must be periodically revised in the light of the socio-economic progress of the
countries.

l. Structural organization

International and regional action, 1976-1980

(a) All organizations in the United Nations system should participate in
implementing the Programme for the Decade.

Where they have not yet done so, the regional commissions should create
appropriate machinery such as regional standing committees, following the
guidelines of the World Plan of Action, paragraph 207;

Regional bureaux and/or regional research and training centres should also
te established in each region. ~

At the regional level, the United Nations regional commissions and
intergovernmental commissions should play an important role in stimulating
action through the development of regional programmes for the Decade:

(i)

( I i )

(e)
existing
national

~ The African Training and Research Centre for Women already exists in Addis
Ababa and an Asian Institute for Research and Training will shortly be established
in Teheran.

(~) In accordance with resolution 1998 (LX), the International Res ear ch and
Training Institute for the Advancement of Women should vork in close collaboration
with all relevant organizations within the United Nations system. In particular,
it should co-ordinate its activities with those of the regional centres, regional
commissions and other regional intergovernmental organizations.

(c) Establishment in 1977 of the International Research and Training
Institute for the Advancement of Women, in accordance with Economic and Social
Council resolution 1998 (LX).
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(e) The activities of the International Research and Training Institute for
the Advancement of Women should not be restricted to research but should be a part
of a general methodological and research process in order that the Institute may
be of major assistance in programming aimed at the integration of women in
development. It should:

(i)

( I L)

Constitute one of the key elements for assisting in the implementation of
the programme for the United Nations Decade for Women, in accordance with
the goals of the World Conference of the International Women's Year;

Make a substantial contribution to the preparation of the 1980 World
Conference for the Decade.

2. Improvement of the data base and information necessary for draw'ing up
programmes and policies

(a) General research and methodologies

(i) Collection and analysis, by sex, of all census and survey data relating
to such factors as urban/rural residence, age, marital status, including
consentual unions, literacy, education, income, levels of skill and
participation in both modern and traditional economic activities and
household and family composition.

(ii) Special efforts should be made to measure:

The extent of women's activities in food production (cash crop and
subsistence agriculture), in water and fuel supply, in marketing and
in transportation;

The economic and social contribution of housework and other domestic
chores, handicrafts and other home-based economic activities.

(iii) The development of social and economic indicators, sensitive to the
situation and needs of women, in particular regional and subregional
indicators to enable better and more realistic evaluation of' progress to
be made and to assist Governments in using relevant data to increase the
contribution of women to development.

(iv) Development of methodologies required to measure the total human resource
needs of countries.

(b) Studies in specif'ic areas

The studies mentioned in this section all have specific mandates as indicated.
Priorities will have to be established among all the studies requested in the light
of the s~rvey undertaken under supparagraph (i) below. Some of the studies may
ultim~telY ~e ~ndertaken by the Institute and, where appropriate, by interested
agencles, wlthln the f'ramework of the joint interorganizational programme for the
Decade.
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(i) Survey) by 19779 of existing data and information available in United
Nat ions organizations and other Lrrt ez-nat.Iona.L, regional and national
institutes.

(ii) Study on the extent to which women participate in agriculture, industry,
trade, science and technology, with recommendations for increasing and
upgrading their participation (General Assembly resolution 3505 (XXX)).

(iii) Preparation of guidelines for non-formal education programmes for rural
women and biennial review by the General Assembly of progress achieved
in developing programmes and projects aimed at the full integration of
rural women in development (General Assembly resolution 3523 (XXX)).

(iv) Studies on the interrelationship of the role of women, population change
and development (Economic and Social Council resolution 1854 (LVI);
World Plan of Action, paras. 142 and 146; Conference resolution 11).

(v) Study on the impact of scientific and technological developments on the
status of women and their contribution to development (Economic and
Social Council resolution 1849 (LVI)).

(vi) Study of questions relating to prostitution and the traffic in women
(World Plan of Action, paras. 159 and 160; Conference resolution 7).

(vii) Cross-cultural study of the causes of discriminatory customs, practices
and attitudes Which impede women's contribution to the development
process and mechanisms of change (World Plan of Action, para. 171).

(viii) Cross-cultural study of the influence on the condition of women in the
family and in society of family and children's allowances and benefits,
motherhood awards and similar measures (ibid., para. 134).

(ix) Study On the needs of women at different life cycles: youth, adult and
elderly.

(x) Studies in the field of health and nutrition, including the special
health problems of women and the improvement of maternal and child
health and family planning (ibid., para. 113; Conference resolutions 5 and
and 9). --

(xi) Review of the International Standard Classifications of Occupations with
a view to redefining current classifications (Conference resolution 23).

(xii) Study on the impact of foreign economic interests on the condition of
women (World Plan of Action, para. 8).

3. Regional and global vrogrammes for the integration of women in development

(a) Elaboration and implementation of a joint interorganizational programme
for the Decade for Women

(i) The joint interorganizational programme is based on a synthesis of
organizations' activities in relation to nine agreed principal objectives
and a number of specific objectives relating to:
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National development plans and programmes; political life and
international co-operation, social velfare and peace and policy­
makine; economic life; education and training; culture and leisure­
time activities; attitude and practices; health, nutrition and social
well-being; family and community life; situations of armed conflict
and emergency.

(ii) 'rho synthesis of activities will be updated every two years.

(Hi) Areas identified by organizations in the United Nations system for
concerrt rated ,joint interorganizational action in assisting countries for
the period 1916-1980 are:

National development planning and evaluation of progress;

Participation In political life and decision making;

Participation in economic life;

Education and training;

[Ilaternal and child health, family planning, nutrition and health and
social services.

The organizations of the United Nations system have decided that:

(i) Priority will be given to country level activities, particularly in the
least developed and the most seriously affected countries, with special
attention to the poorest areas and most vulnerable groups;

(ii) PUblic information and communication support activities Should be
developed as integral inputs of programmes;

(Hi) r·lcchanisms for evaluation and monitoring should be a bui Lt-dn part of all
projects.

(b) Development of regional and subregional programmes to promote the
integration of women in development

(i) Adoption, by 1911~ of regional plans of action for those regions which
have not yet adopted them.

(ii) Incorporation, by 1911. in regional action plans of the minimum objectives
Get forth in paragraph 46 of the World Plan of Action.

(iii) Regional commissions and interregional commissions, in collaboration with
the United Nations system, should in particular:

Provide Governments which so request and non-governmental organizations
with the technical support and information they require to formulate
and implement effective strategies to further the objectives of the
World Plan of Action i
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Assist Governments when they ask in the preparation of development
projects designed to improve opportunities for women and engage in
continuous consultation with regional officers of the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) for that purpose;

Assist Governments and non-governmental organizations to develop
pOlicies, strategies and programmes to strengthen the role of women
in national development, especially in rural areas, and to formulate
requests for technical and financial assistance;

Promote technical co-operation arnong developing countries in the
region, making use of available knowledge and expertise and encouraging
existing sources of bilateral and multilateral assistance to make
greater contributions of £unds for the financing of programmes for the
advancement of women and seeking new sources of funds, including by
the establishment of revolving funds at national and local levels.

(c) Co-ordination of activities with United Nations Headquarters~ between
regional commissions and with interested regional intergovernmental
organizations outside the United Nations system

(i) A network system should be established between United Nations Headquarters,
the United Nations system, the regional commissions, regional
intergovernmental commissions and offices of the specialized agencies to
facilitate the exchange of information concerning projects and programmes
and mutual assistance to strengthen the integration of women in
development on a world-wide basis.

(ii) Regional commissions should establish links with existing and future
United Nations centres, including the International Research and
Training Institute for the Advancement of Women and other regional
and national centres working in related fields.

(d) Expansion of technical co-operation activities to support the integration
of women in development

(i) Special attention should be given to the development of programmes in the
following areas:

Integrated rural development: special attention should be given to
women's role as producers, processors and vendors of food, stressing
the need for training women and girls; training is especially needed
in modern methods of £arming, marketing, purchasing and sales
techniques, basic accounting and organizational methods, fundamentals
of hygiene and nutrition, crafts and co-operatives;

Technological assistance for women, including full participation in
community and extension services, particularly in the rural areas,
including access to loans, credit facilities and co-operatives, on
the same basis as men;

Health reproduction and growth and development, including family and
child health, family planning, nutrition and health education;
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Education and training at all levels and in all sectors, including
on-the-job training in production centres, related to the creation
of employment opportunities so that women can play an economic,
social and political role which corresponds to their training, in the
interest of their society as a whole;

Youth projects, which should be examined to make sure that they
include adequate emphasis on the participation of young women;

Public administration, with the aim of preparing women to participate
in development planning and policy-making, especially in middle- and
higher-level posts.

(ii) UNDP resident representatives should collaborate with Governments in
formulating requests for technical assistance as part of country
programming, at the same tilne providing for periodic review of the
progra~~eB to suggest cruci~l areas where special support might be needed and
to assess their influence and success in ivprovin~ the position of women.

(iii) Women should participate fully in planning and implementing UNDP country
programmes and regional, interregional and global projects under the
auspices of the United Nations and other international agencies.

(iv) Organizations of the United Nations system, especially UNDP, and national
Governments should give better opportunity for women to participate as
technical experts in providing assistance among developing countries.

Cv) Special attention should be paid to the provision of employment
opportunities for women in the developing countries. Short-term training
courses should be set up at the rural and smaller urban lpvels for
training nursery school teachers and day-care personnel. Production
centres should also be established where on-the-job teaching can continue,
with provision of marketing facilities for the production centres so that
the whole scheme can be made self-supporting. This integrated approach
of training, production and marketing should be followed at all levels,
starting from the villages right up to the big cities.

(vi) The United Nations specialized agencies, national Governments and
non-governmental organizations, in co-operation with regional commissions,
should give attention within their existing consultative services to
the need for creating a corps of experts to provide guidance to countries
on request in the adaptation and implementation of the World Plan of
Action, in accordance with specific country needs. These experts should
have the necessary qualifications to assist intergovernmental
organizations, non-governmental organizations, regional commissions
and national machinery in the following areas:

Designing of projects adapted from the World Plan of Action and
relevant to national needs and priorities;

The techniques for creating an awareness among women's groups in
order to get their full support for such projects;

The strengthening of national machinery for the effective implementation
of the World Plan of Action during the Decade for Women.
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National action. 1976-1980

At the national level, efforts to widen opportunities for women to participate
in development will require action by society at large through its governmental
machinery, non-governmental organizations and other groups and individuals, all of
which may be supported by international and regional organizations. To this end,
appropriate machinery and administrative procedures are essential.

The following objectives should be taken into account when national programmes
are being drawn up:

That equality between men and women means equality of dignity and
value as human beings, as well as equality of rights, opportunities
and duties;

The removal of all obstacles to women's enjoyment of equal status with
men, with a view to ensuring the full participation of women in the
social and economic development of their countries;

The achievement of full participation by women in the task of
maintaining international peace and security.

National machinery and mechanisms

1. National machinery and mechanisms (national commissions, women's bureaux,
in~ormation and documentation centres) should have mandates and resources sufficient
to ensure the inclusion of women in planning and other activities for development,
and to propose special programmes for women as necessary. based on the World Plan
of Action, the regional plans and relevant General Assembly resolutions.

National bodies would be entrusted with the responsibility of maintaining
under constant review national laws and regulations and reporting to Governments
every second year on the result achieved, with the aim of ensuring that the objects
of the Decade will be secured on a national basis.

In the elaboration of the programme to implement the World Plan o~ Action,
the national mechanism will take into account the opinion of the interested sectors
concerned with the integration o~ women in development.

2.
over-all
regional

Programmes to integrate women in development should be included in the
national development plans, based on the World Plan of Action, the
plans and relevant General Assembly reSOlutions.

•

3. All national plans and programmes for economic development should include
positive policies and targets for increasing the employment of women in both the
public and private sectors, so as to achieve equality with men.

4. Programmes should be established with con.crete targets and measures,
including ~inancial allocations. as well as a system of in-built evaluation to
nonitor progress in the implementation of the programme.

5. Measures should be adopted to ensure participation of women in development
planning and policy making.
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C. Increased involvement of women in political life and
in international co-operation and the maintenance of
peace

International and regional action, 1976-1980

cc
ir
dE
rE

1. Review of the nature and extent of women's participation in political life
and in international co-operation and the maintenance of peace

PI
ir

(a) Periodic collection and pUblication of reports containing data and other
relevant information concerning women's participation in public and political life
at the national, regional and international levels, including their participation
in efforts to achieve general and complete dis armament under strict and. effective
international controls, international co-operation and peace.

(b) Study, under the terms of General Assembly resolution 3519 (XXX), on
women'; participation in the strengthening of international peace and security
and in the struggle against colonialism, racism, racial discrimination, foreign
aggression, occupation and all forms of foreign domination.

re
GE
te
Ai
rE

2. Development of programmes to increase women's involvement In international
co-operation and the maintenance of peace

(a) Development of training programmes for women, especially in the areas
of pUblic administration and management and international politics, mediation,
peacemaking and peace-building.

Particular attention should be paid to the institutions which endeavour to
stimulate greater participation by women in political activities and processes,
urban and rural development programmes and communal and youth programmes and to
facilitate their access to training for the direction of such programmes.

(~) Establishment in consultation with Governments and in co-operation, as
appropriate, with non-governmental organizations of rosters of women qualified to
participate in decision making relating to international co-operation and the
maintenance of peace.

(c) Organization, in consultation with Governments and in co-operation, as
appropriate, with non-governmental organizations, of panel discussions, seminars,
conferences and similar meetings to create greater awareness among women of
national and international issues.

(i) Organization of courses, seminars, lectures and similar activities to
encourage the participation of women in the promotion of friendship between the
peoples and the effort to achieve general and complete disarmament under strict
and effective international control.

a1

aJ
or
er

1.

rE
Ut

ac

3. Measures to alleviate the condition of women and children in particular
situations of hardship, emergency and armed conflict

C.~) Studies (to be carried out every four years) for the Commission on the
Status of Women on the condition of women and children in emergency and armed
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conflict, in the struggle for peace, self-determination, national liberation and
independence and elaboration and/or implementation of international conventions,
declarations and similar instruments in this field (Economic and Social Council
resolution 1687 (LII)).

(b) Development of measures for the implementation of the Declaration on the
Protection of Women and Children in Emergency and Armed Conflict as set forth
in General Assembly resolution 3318 (XXIX)"

(~) Study on the effects of apartheid on the condition of women and on their
role in the struggle against apartheid. Submission of a report by the Secretary­
General to the Commission on the Status of Women at its twenty-seventh session and
to the Special Committee against Apartheid on the effects of apartheid in South
Africa (Conference resolution 3, endorsed by the General Assembly in its
resolution 3505 (XXX)).

National action, 1976-1980

1. Increase in the participation of women in political life and decision
making at all levels - local, national and international.

2. Establishment of specific goals, strategies and time-tables to achieve the
above end.

3. Measures to encourage women to take part on an equal footing with men, in
all international meetings on political and legal subjects, on economic development,
on planning, administration and financing, on science and technology, on the
environment, on human settlements and on population.

III. INFORMATIONAL.AND EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES FOR THE DECADE

International and regional action. 1976-1980

1. Dissemination of information

( a)
regional
national
academic

Development and maintenance of channels of communication at the national,
and international levels (e.g. liaison Officers, national correspondents,
and regional machinery, non-governmental organizations, universities and
institutions) •

Use of the symbol of the International Women's Year to promote the Decade.

PUblication of the Programme for the Decade, in pamphlet form.

(d) Publicity for the Decade by means of radio, television, films and
audio-visual programmes for all socio-economic categories of men and women.

(~) Issuance of pamphlets, posters etc.

(£) Commemorative postage stamps.
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(£) Commemorative pUblications etc.

(h) Publication of a Decade bulletin (at least twice a year), a calendar of
forthcoming United Nations events and special supplements to the Development Forum.

(i) Dissemination of information on the situation of women in every country
through the preparation of a pUblication such as a yearbook.

(d) Development of programmes with non-governmental organizations to reach
women at the g~ass-roots level.

2. Exchange of information and ex:.eerience

Organization of international and regional symposia, seminars, workshops or
other types of meetings and briefings:

(i) Meetings for planners and policy makers of relevant Government departments,
educational authorities and opinion leaders;

(ii) O~ganization of seminars for writers 9 journalists 9 film and broadcasting
pr-oduc ez-s on treatment of news relating to and production of programmes
on women;

(iii) Provision of technical assistance and consultative advice for information
programmes, mass media campaigns etc.

3. Establishment of information networks

(a) The establishment of information research centres to serve as 'key
repositories of relevant documentation for United Naions bodies, specialized
agencies, regional commissions etc. and of audio-visual material, films, recorded
radio and television programmes.

(£) The creation of information feedback systems relating to women.

4. Educational activities

(a) Encouragement of the inclusion in school curricula of teaching about the
principles of the United Nations, human rights, non-discrimination on grounds of
sex 9 the history of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women, the
International Women's Year, the Conference of Mexico and the United Nations
Programme for the Decade for Women.

(b) Encouragement of the elimination from school textbooks of stereotypes
about ii'masculine" and "feminine" roles and occupations.

(~) Undertaking of research and development o:f guidelines for media on images
of women projected by the media and publishing of studies on women and the media.

(i) Study of the Use of the mass communication media as a vehicle to enhance
the status of women and encouragement of the use of the media in accelerating the
acceptance of woment s new and expanding roles in society (World Plan of Action,
para. 174).
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(!) Organization of training activities for qualified women in journalism and
in all aspects of the media - programming, production, management etc.

(L) Use of radio and television for educational purposes in addition to their
informational role.

National action, 1976-1980

All the informational and educational activities listed under "international
and regional action" should be carried out and developed at the national levels by
Governments, schools systems, media authorities, non-governmental organizations
etc. as appropriate.

IV. REVIEW AND APPRAISAL OF PROGRESS MADE DJ RELATION TO THE
THREEFOLD THEME OF THE DECADE: EQ.uALITY, DEVELOPMENT AND
PEACE

International and regional action, 1976-1980

1. Development of procedures, in accordance with General Assembly resolutions
3490 (XXX) and 3520 (XXX), for a system-wide biennial review and appraisal of the
implementation of the World Plan of Action as an input to the process of review
and appraisal of the International Development Strategy for the Second United
Nations Development Decade, taking into account the Programme of Action on the
Establishment of a New International Economic Order.

Such procedures should begin in 1976 and ensure that items on the
implementation of the World Plan of Action will be included. at two-year intervals,
in the agenda of the sessions of the Economic and Social Council and its relevant
functional commissions and advisory bodies.

2. Biennial review of material received from Governments, the organizations of
the United Nations system and non-governmental organizations concerning the
implementation of the World Plan of Action and the International Development
Strate&y and determination of major trends and policies with regard to the status
of women and their integration in development.

Under General Assembly resolution 3490 (XXX), the Commission on the Status of
Women is requested to report its findings and conclusions on major trends and
policies with regard to the status of women, partiCUlarly their integration in
development, to the Economic and Social Council through the Committee for
Development Planning and the Committee on Review and Appraisal.

The review and appraisal of progress made should also include:

(i) Assessment of cur-r-ent development programmes and projects and evaluation
as to their relevance for women, the adequacy of current financial
support, and whether they meet the objectives and goals of the World
Plan of Ac trion ;
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(ii) Evaluation of' women's voluntary orsanization projects to determine
whether or not they should be strengthened through support from technical
assistance agencies and national Governments, particularly as they relate
to the goals of development and the priority needs of women.

National action, 1976-1980

1. Appropriate machfnery and mechanisms should be established to undertake
r eguLar biennial reviews and appraisals of progr es s made in implementing the ~'lor1d

Plan of Action and the regional plans at the local and national levels.

2. Such reviews should be carried out within the framework of over-all
development plans, policies and programmes.

3. All organizations of the United Nations system and national Governments should
be urged to make all efforts for the achievement, by 1980, of the minimum
objectives set forth in paragraph 46 of the Horld Plan of Action.
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Annex VI

LIST OF DOCUMENTS BEFORE THE COMMISSION AT ITS TWENTY-SIXTH SESSION

,:1...

Document number

E/CN.6/574

E/cN.6/58l

E/CN .6/590

E/CN.6/591

E/CN.6/591/Add.l and Corr.l

E/CN.6/592 and Add.l

E/CN.6/593

E/CN.6/594 and Corr.l
and Add.l

E/CN.6/595

Agenda
item

3

5

2

3 C~J

Title or descri~tion

Consideration of proposals concerning a
new instrument or instruments of
international law to eliminate
discrimination against women: Report of
the Working Group to the Commission on
the Status of Women

Report of the Secretary-General on the
influence of mass communication media on
the formation of a new attitude towards
the role of women in present-day society

Provisional agenda of the twenty-sixth
session

Working paper prepared by the Secretary­
General on a draft Convention on the
Elimination of Discrimination against
Women

Comments received from the Government of
Belgium in response to the request
contained in resolution 1 (XXV) of the
Commission

Reports of the Secretary-General analysing
information received from Governments on
implementation of the Declaration on the
Elimination of Discrimination against
Women

Report of the Secretary-General on
evaluation of activities undertaken
during the International Women's Year
and evaluation of their impact

Reports of the Secretary-General

Report of the Secretary-General on technical
co-operation activities for the
advancement of women
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Document number

E/CN.6/596

E/CN.6j59T

E!CN.6j598 and Add.l and 2

E/CN.6/599

E/CN.6/6oo

E/CN.6/601 and Corr.l

EjCN.6/602

E/CN.6/603

E/CN.6/604

E/CN.6/605

EjCN.6/606

Agenda
item

4 (~)

4 (.9:)

5

6

4 (:e.)

Title or description

Report of the Inter-American Commission
of Women

Report of the Commission on the Status of
Arab Women

Reports of the Secretary-General on
measures undertaken under the
International Development Strategy of the
Second United Nations Development Decade
and in implementation of the World Plan
of Action for the Implementation of the
Objectives of the International Women's
Year

Procedures concerning future review and
appraisal of the implementation of the
World Plan of Action for the
Implementation of the Objectives of the
International Women's Year: note by the
Secretary-General

Note by the Secretary-General

Progress report of the Secretary-General

Note by the Secretary-General

Report of the International Labour
Organisation on its activities of special
interest to women

Report of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization on
its activities of special interest to
women

Report of the Working Group on the Draft
Convention on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women

Communication from the Permanent
Representative of Pakistan to the United
Nations Office at Geneva transmitting a
declaration on the rights of women by
Begum Nusrat Bhutto, President of the
National Organizing and Co-ordinating
Committee for Women's activities in
Pakistan
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Document number

E/CN.6/607

E/CN.6/INF/29 and Corr.l
and Add.l and 2

E/CN.6/L.676

E/CN.6/L.677

E/CN.6/L.678

E/CN.6/L.679

E/CN.6/L.680

E/CN.6/L.681 and Add.l-6

E/CN.6/L.682

E/CN.6/L.683 and
Add.l and 2

E/CN.6/1',',684

E/CN.6/L.684/Rev.l

E/CN.6/L.685

E/CN.6/L.686

E/CN.6/L.687

Agenda
item

4 (~)

9

4

4

4

4 (E.)

6

Title or descri~tion

Complementary report of the Inter-American
Commission of Women

List of representatives to the twenty-sixth
session

Cuba: amendment to documents E/CN.6/591
and Add.l and Corr.l

Belgium and France: amendment to documents
E/CN.6/591 and Add.l and Corr.l

United States of America: amendment to
documents E/CN.6/591 and Add.l and Corr.l

Belgium and France: amendment to documents
E/CN.6/591 and Add.l and Corr.l

United States of America: amendments to
documents E/CN.6/591 and Add.l and Corr.l

Draft report of the Commission on its
twenty-sixth session

The United Nations Programme for the Decade
for Women: Etluality, Development and
Peace, 1976-1985 - working paper prepared
by the Secretariat

Text of articles of the draft Convention on
the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women adopted by the Commission at its
twenty-sixth session

Denmark, Iran, Thailand and United States
of America: draft resolution

Denmark, Iran, Thailand and United States
of America: revised draft resolution

United States of America: amendments to
document E/CN.6/L.682

Belgium, Canada, Denmark. Sweden, Thailand,
United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland and United States of
America: draft resolution

Egypt, German Democratic Republic, India,
Indonesia, Iran, Pakistan, Thailand and
United States of America: amendment to
documents E/CN.6/591 and Add.l and Corr.l

-127-



Agenda
Document number item

E/CN.6/L.688 3 (~)

E/CN.6/L.689 3 (~)

E/CN.6/L.690 5

EjCN.6/L.690/Rev.1 5

E/CN.6/L.69l 4

EjCN.6/L,692 4

Title or descri~tion

United States of America: amendment to
documents E/CN.6/59l and Add.l and Corr.l

United States of America: amendment to
documents E/CN.6/59l and Add.l and Corr.l

Denmark, Iran and United States of America:
draft resolution

Denmark, Iran, Togo and United States of
America: revised draft resolution

Sweden: amendment to document E/CN.6/L.682

Food and Agriculture Organization and
International Labour Organisation:
suggestion for the amendment of document
E/CN.6/L.682

EjCN.6/L.693

E/CN.6/L.693/Rev.1

E/CN.6/L,694

E/CN.6/L.695

4

4

4

4 C~)

United States of America: amendment to
document E/CN.6/L.682

United States of America: revised
amendment to document E/CN.6/L.682

Iran: amendment to document EjCN.6/L.682

Colombia, Egypt, Guinea, India, Indonesia,
Iran, Mexico, Senegal and Venezuela:
draft resolution

E/CN.6/L.696 4 C~)

E/CN.6/L.696/Rev.l 4 (.£)

E/CN.6/L.697 4 (~)

E/CN.6/L.698 8

E/CN.6/L.698/Rev,l 8

E/CN.6/L.699 3 C~)

Canada, Denmark, Egypt, France, Greece and
Sweden: draft resolution

Canada, Denmark, Egypt, France, Greece,
India and Sweden: revised QY2.ft resolution

Colombia, Iran, Mexico, United States of
America and Venezuela: draft resolution

Draft provisional agenda for the twenty­
seventh session

Revised draft provisional agenda for the
twenty-seventh session

Text of articles of the draft Convention on
the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women adopted by the Commission at its
twenty-sixth session
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E/CN.6/L.710 3 (~)

E/CN.6/L.71l 4

E/CN.6/L.7l2 3 (~) and 4 C~J

E/CN.6/L.712/Rev.l 3 (§.) and 4 (~J

E/CN.6/L.7l3 4 (~)

E/CN.6/L.705 3 C~)

E/CN.6/L.706 3 C~)

E/CN.6/L.707 3 (a)

E/CN.6/L.708 3 C~)

E/CN.6/L.709 3 <.~)

India: amendment to documents E/CN.6/591
and Add.l and Corr.l

Text of the eighth paragraph of the preamble
of the draft Convention on the Elimination
of Discrimination against Women approved
by the Working Group

Iran: amendment to documents E/CN. 6/591
and Add.l and Corr.l

Belgium: amendment to documents E/CN.6/591
and Add.l and Corr.l

Egypt: amendment to documents E/CN.6/59l
and Add.l and Corr.l

Ti~le or description

Text of articles of the draft Convention on
the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women adopted by the Commission at its
resumed twenty-sixth session

German Democratic Republic: amendment to
documents E/CN.6/59l and Add.l and Corr.l

India: amendments to documents E/CN.6/591
and Add.l and Corr.l

Denmark: amendment to doc~ents E/CN.6/591
and Add.l and Corr.l

United Kingdcm of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland: amendment to documents
E/CN.6/591 and Add.l and Corr.l

Canada and India: draft resolution

Denmark: amendment to documents E/CN.6/59l
and Add.l and Corr.l

India, Thailand and Togo: revised draft
resolution

United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland: suggestions regarding
the World Conference of the United Nations
Decade for Women, 1980

India and Thailand: draft resolution
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Agenda
item

3 C~)

3 (~)

3 C~J

E/CN.6/L.701

E/CN.6/L.704

E/CN.6/L.702

E/CN.6/L.700

Document number

E/CN.6/L.703



Document number

E/CN.6/L.714

E/CN. 6/L. 715

E/CN.6/L.716 and Corr.l
and Add. 1-5

E/CN.6/L.717

Agenda
item

9

4 (d)

Title or description

Belgium: amendment to document E/cN. 6(t. 690

Suggested new version of article 21 of the
draft Convention on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women

Draft report of the Commission on its
resumed twenty-sixth session

Colombia, Egypt, Guinea, India, Indonesia,
Iran, Mexico, Senegal and Venezuela:
draft resolution

E/CN. 6/L. 718 3 ( a) Belgium: amendment to documents E/CN.6/59l
and Add.l and Corr.l

E/CN.6/L.719 5 Mexico: amendment to document E(CN.6/L.690

E/CN.6/L.720 5 Sweden: amendments to docl~ent E(CN.6(L.690

E/CN.6/L.72l 5 Union of Soviet Socialist Republics:
amendments to document E/CN.6/L.690

E/CN.6/L.722 India: E/CN.6/L.690
I

5 amendments to document

E/CN.6/L.723 5 Egypt: amendments to document E/CN.6/L.690

E/CN. 6/L. 724 5 Pakistan and Thailand: amendments to
document E/CN.6/L.690

E/CN/6/L.725 (§) Text of articles of the draft Convention on
E

3
the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women adopted by the Commission at its E
resumed twenty-sixth session

E/CN.6/L.726 3 (a) Report of the Style Committee E

E/CN.6/NGO/258 4 (d) Statement submitted by the International
Federation of Business and Professional
Women (category 11)

E/CN.6/NGO/259 Statement submitted by the International
Alliance of Women, the International
Council of Women (category I), the
Associated Country Women of the World,
the Baha'i International Community, the
Consultative Council of JewiSh
Organizations, the International Catholic
Migration Commission, the International
Council of Social Democratic Women, the
International Federation of Business and
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Document number

E/CN.6/NGO/260

E/CN.6/NGO/26l

E/CN.6/NGO/262

E/CN.6/NGO/263

E/CN.6/NGO/26~

E/CN.6/NGO/265

E/CN.6/NGO/2G6 and Add.l

[l.f':enda
item

6

h (£.)

Title or description

Professional Homcm, the Pan-Pac i fie and
South-East Asia Women's Association,
Soroptimist International, St. Jaan's
International Alliunce, bhe Homen , 8

International Learme for Peace 8J1d
Freedom, the World Muslim Congress, the
World Union of Catholic Women I S

Organizations, the World Women's Christian
Temperance Union, Zorrt a Intiernanf.ona'L
(category II), the Christian Peace
Conference, the International Peace
Academy, the Irrternat.Lonal, Society for
Community DeveLopmerrt and the National
Organization fur Women (rostur)

Statement submi t t ed by the Aosociated
Country Women of the l10rld (category II)

Statement submitted lly the International
Federation of Bua i ncas and. Professional
Women (catef',ol'Y 11)

Statement eubmi t t ed by the International
Youth and Student ~<fovement for the Uni tea.
Nut ions (cate[',ory I)

Statement aubmi t'ted by the All-Pakistan
Women's Asuoc i.at i.on (category IT)

Statement submitted by the Bahn'i
International Commun i ty (category II)

Statement submitted by the International
Catholic Child Bureau (ca.tegory II)

Statement submitted by: the International
Alliance for Women, the International
Council of Women, the Women's
International Democratic Federation, the
World Federation of Labour, the iolorld
Federation of Trade Unions (category I),
the All India Women's Conference, the
Arab Lawyers Union, the International
Federation of Human Hights, the
International Federati.on of Women ill Legal
Careers, the International Movement for
Fraternal Union among Races and Peoples,
Soroptimist International, st. Jcan t s
International Alliance. the Women 's
International League roI' l'eace and
Freedom, the World Alliance of Youn~ Men's
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Document number

E/CN.6/NGO/267 and Add.l

E/CN.6/NGO/268

Agenda
item

4 (~)

4 C.~)

Title or description

Christian Associations, the World
Association of World Federalists, the
World Muslim Congress, the World Union of
Catholic Women's Organizations
(category 11) and the World Peace Council
(roster)

Statement submitted by the International
Alliance of Women, the International
Council of Women, the International
Planned Parenthood Federation
(category I), the All-India Women's
Conference, the International Council of
Jewish Women, the International Federation
of Business and Professional Women, the
InternatIonal Federation of Women in Legal
Careers, the International Federation of
Women Lawyers, Soroptimist International,
the Women's International Zionist
Organization, the World Women's Christian
Temperance Union and the World Young
Women's Christian Association
(category II)

Statement submitted by the International
Federation of Women in Legal Careers
(category 11)

E/CN.6/NGO/269

E/CN.6/NGO/270 and
Corr.l and Add.l

E/CN.6/NGO/271

4 (b) and (~)

4 c:~)

7

Statement submitted by Soroptimist
International (category 11)

Statement submitted by the International
Alliance of Women, the International
Council of Women, the International
Planned Parenthood Federation (category I)
the All-India Women's Conference, the
International Confederation of Catholic
Charities, the International Council of
Jewish Women, the International Federation
of Business and Professional Women,
Soroptimist International and the World
Women's Christian Temperance Union
(category II)

statement submitted by the International
Youth and Student Movement for the United
Nations (category I) and the Women's
International League for Peace and Freedom
(category II)

-132-



1
\

Document number

E/CN.6/NGO/272 and Add.l

E/CN.6/NGO/273

E!CN.6!NGO/274

E/CN.6/NGO!275

Agenda
item

6

Title or description

Statement submitted by the International
Alliance of Women, the Internati.onal
Council of Women (category I) the All­
India Women's Conference, the
International Federation of Business and
Professional Women, the International
Federation of University Women, the
International Federation of Women in Legal
Careers, the Inter~ational Federation of
Women La-wyers and the World Union of
Catholic Women's Organizations
(category II)

Statement submitted by the International
Alliance of Women, the International
Council of Women (category I), the
International Federation of Business and
Professional Women, the International
Federation of Women in Legal Careers, the
International Federation of Women Lawyers,
the International Federation of University
Women, the Pan-Pacific and South-East Asia
Women's Associations and the World Union
of Catholic Women I El Organizations
(category II)

Statement submitted by the Women's
International League for Peace and Freedom
(category II)

Statement submitted by the International
Council of Women (category I)
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