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Satement

We, the undersigned international and national non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) in consultative status with the Economic and Social Council,
members of the Vienna NGO Committee on the Status of Women, present to the
participants of the fifty-sixth session of the Commission on the Status of Women for
information and consideration the following statement on financing for gender
equality and the empowerment of women.

In order to achieve gender equality and the empowerment of women at the
national level, the necessary instruments and mechanisms have to be established,
and adequate funding has to be provided. Sex-disaggregated qualitative and
quantitative data are needed to identify target groups and tailor required support
programmes. At the same time, women’s NGOs committed to and working on the
issue deserve public support and the necessary financial resources for their work.

At the international level, gender equality and the empowerment of women are
necessary prerequisites for the design and implementation of decent and proper
financing for development. Gender equality is integral to all aspects of financing for
development, especially as the structure of an economy and its resource flows can
perpetuate inequities, including gender discrimination.

The Doha Declaration of 2008 states that “... gender equality is a basic human
right, a fundamental value and an issue of social justice; it is essential for economic
growth, poverty reduction, environmental sustainability and development
effectiveness’. Member States therein pledge to promote women's rights, “including
their economic empowerment, and effectively mainstream gender ... in economic
programmes, and give women full and equal access to economic resources’.

Therefore, the undersigned NGOs consider it essential to:

« Adopt a gender perspective in all policies, programmes and budgets.
Consistent budgets should be allocated to the promotion of women'’s rights and
gender equality;

e Ensure that women participate in the drafting, preparation and adoption of
budgets so as to move on from commitments to their effective implementation;

e Help meet the United Nations Millennium Development Goals and the
objectives of the New Partnership for Africa’'s Development;

« Ensure that experts in both gender analysis and/or development planning are
trained and employed in all development aid programmes;

« Encourage all Member States to increase their core contribution to the United
Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women
(UN-Women) in a predictable, stable and, where feasible, multi-year manner.
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