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AGENDA ITEM 9
General debate (continued)

1. Dato' KAMIL (Federation of Malaya): I is my
great pleasure and privilege to extend to Mr. Boland,
‘on behalf of my delegation, our most sincere con-
gratulsticns on his election as President of the fif-
teenth session of the General Assembly. So many
preceding me have paid glowing tributes to him that
I find it difficult, without running the risk of being
repetitious, to add anything further. I need only as-
sociate myself whole~heartedly with them. There is
no doubt that with his intimate knowledge, his rich
. experience, and his long association with the United
Nations, he will carry out the heavy responsibilities
of his high office in a manner that will greatly benefit
the Assembly, I am confident that under his able guid-
ance the General Assembly at this session will take
~ yet another step forward in our collective endeavour
~ to solve the multifarious problems that beset our
- world today.

2. This is not an ordinary session of the Assembly,
not a routine session. Very rarely, perhaps never
. before, has the Assembly faced so many probiems of
- Such great magniiude and consequences as we are
 now facing, When we concluded our session last year,
. we went away with a sense. of hope and gratification
 that the monthks ahead would witness considerable
- lessening of world tension and the dawn of a secure
and lasting peace. Events in the past months have not
justified our hupes. The meeting of world leaders,l/
which had been prepared at great pains and over a
long period of time, had hardly begun when it was
called off, The disarmament negotiations to which the

hearted blessing, foundered on the rock of disagree-

. followed by others, and which we had hoped would
- contlnue smoothly, was regrettably blemished by

l/summit Conferenc: which opened in Paris on.17 May 1960.

Assembly at the fourteenth session gave its whole-

- ment, The process of libevation in Africa, which
began so happily with the independence of Cameroun, -
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events in the Republic of the Congc (Leopoldville).
These are set-backs which we hardly thought of at
the last session., But there they are, made worse
still by the furious resumption of the cold war, with
all its attendant recriminations and vituperations. The
proceedings of this Assembly during the last three
weeks are eloguent testimony to the grave and dan-
gerous situation in which the whole world is now en=

gulfed.

3. Ail mankind is now looking at us, with the anxious
expectation that this session of the General Assembly
will weather the cold war acrimony and pave the way
for the renewal of the process of negotiation, so re-
grettably interrupted, towards a secure and lasiing
peace. For this, if for no other reason, my delegation
attaches great significance to this session. On the
conduct of this session and on its success or failure
may well depend the future of mankind. In this light,
the President's remark in his address on the opening
day of this session [864th meeting] that this Assembly
was an Assembly of humanity, strikes a singularly
significant note.

4, With all these dark clouds hovering over us,there
is none the less a happy event in this Assembly. If we
look around us .in this hall we see not eighty-two
nations represented uere, as was the case onlya year
ago, but ninety-nine, My delegation welcomes the new
Member States, and hopes with the keenest anticipation
that with their new=born determination andenthusiasm
and their faith in the United Nations they will add
greatly to the success not only of this segsion but of
future sessions as well, and that, most important,
they will increase the prestige and strength of this
Organization,

5. The fact that in many cases one of the first acts
of state of these newly independent nations is to re-~
quest membership in the United Nations is ample
proof of their faith in the Organization. For the dlder
Members, for the younger ones such as myown coun=
try, as weli as for the very new and for those still in

‘the stage of conception, there mustbe, Ihave no doubt,

a strong desire and determination to strengthen this
Organization through which, and only through which,
the grave problems of the world can be discussed and
their solutions found. :

6. Unfortunately, the increase in the membership of
this Organization since iis inception in 1945 has not
been matched by an increase iu the membersidp of
some of its major organs, in particular, the Security
Council and the Economic and Social Council, This .
problem should be given urgent consideration, if the
interests of the entire membership of this Organis
zation are to be equitably represented and if th)L
functioning of the Organizatlon is to be made mor
effective,

7. The United Nations has already, in recent mﬂmths,
demonstrated its efficacy in averting what might have
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become, in the light of subsequent events, an inter-
national crisis and a national chaos in the heart of
Africa, The response of the United Nations to the ap-
peal for assistance from the Congo (Leopoldville) to
maintain its sovereignty and territorial integrity, and
its record so far in giving this assistance, will go
down in the annals of the Organization as one of the
most important and praiseworthy tasks ever under-
taken, Although the situation in the Congo today is
still far from being clear or stable, the United Nations
Command has managed at least to contain the crisis
and prevent it from breaking into chaos. As a con=-
tributor of troops to the United Nations Force in the
Congo, my Government fully subscribes to the phiio=-
sophy of the United Nations operation--as embodied
in the resolutions of the Security Council and the
resolution [1474 (ES-IV)] of the General Assembly's
fourth emergency special session--which is to safe-
guard and defend the sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity of the Congo, and to assist in bringing about a
condition in which the normal process of government
can be restored,

8. My Government hopes, in the interests of the
Congo and of Africa, as well as of world peace gen=-
erally, that the provisicns of these resolutions will
be strictly observed. The young Republic of the Congo
must not be exposed to the cross-fire of big Power
po.itics and the furious storm of the cold war. This
is essential if the Congo situation is to be normalized
and if all Africa is to enjoy a condition of calm and
stability in which the many new nations can develop
the strength and muscle to consolidate and defend
their newly won independence.

9. I cannot leave the subject of the Congo without
paying a tribute on behalf of my Government to the
Secretary=General for his untiring and determined
efforts, his patience and forbearance, in discharging
the mandate given to him by the United Nations. My
delegation cannot but register its deep regret at
some of the unjustified accusations made against the
Secretary-General. We feel that these accusations,
apart from their error and distortion, can only tend
to hinder the United Nations operation ih the Congo
and undermine the authority and integrity of the Or-
ganization itself, This, in such a critical time as we
are now facing, runs counter to the interest of the
United Nations and to the interests of all those, par-
ticularly the small and the weak, who place their com=-
plete trust in this Organization,

10. As on previous occasions, this fifteenth session
of the General Assembly is to my delegation another
occasion on which we should like to express, both in
words and in deeds, our unwavering faith and belief
in the United Nations, and once again to renew the
piedge of the Governmernt of the Federation of Malaya
to support the United Nations and to uphold the lofty
principles and provisions enshrined in its Charter
and in its Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

11, As a staunch supporter of these principles and
provisions, we are compelled to view with grave con~
cern any attempt at discrimination among people on
grounds of colour, race or creed anywhere at all in
the world. The "apartheid" policy of the Government
cf the Union of South Africa isacase in point. In spite
of successive United Nations resolutions, the South
African Government has seen fit to discriminate
against people on grounds of their colour, While we
take this opportunity to declare that our pelicy is one

of non-interference in the internal affairs of other
countries, we also wish to make it known that "apar=
theid" in South Africa has now become an inter-
national issue, The world knows that the coloured
people of South Africa are suppressedbythe iniquitous
instrument of the "apartheid® policy. If is this same
policy that has raised an inhospitable barrier against
normal international intercourse between South Africa
and the coloured African-Asian world. Furthermore,
the continued pursuit of this policy, particularly at
this time of African resurgence, cannot but give rise
to mounting tension and constitute a source of threat
to international peace.

12, The danger that luiks behind colour discrimina-

tion is only too well known. The senseless slaughter

at Sharpeville in the spring of this year should serve

as a grim reminder. In order that suchdanger ac that

generated by the "apartheid® policy of the South Afri-

can Government might be arrested in time, our Prime
Minister raised this question at the last Conference

of Commonwealth Prime Ministers 2/ in London.

13. I is profcundly regrettable that the South African
Government, hiding behind the shield of the doctrine
of domestic jurisdiction, has not heeded the concern
of the whole world, including its colleagues in the
Commonwezalth,, For this reason, and in order that a
more councrete expression of our concern over the
inhuman and dangerous policy of "apartheid” can be
brought to bear on the responsible authorities in South
Africa, my Government has prchibited the import of
goods of South African origin into the Federation of
Malaya as from 1 August 1960. The Federation Gov=-
ernment intends to maintain this stand until suchtime
as the South African Government gives sufficient in~
dication of its Intention to tackle this problem ina
manner consistept with the humanitarian principles of
the United Nations, as-set forth in the Charter.,

14, While "apartheid® in South Africa isa disgraceful
symbol of intolerance and discrimination on grounds
of colour, nearer our part of the world we continue
to witness malicious acts of suppression of Tibetans,
for the simple reason that they are Tibetans, devoted .
to the cause of their distinctive religious belief, with-
out malice or ill intention to others., What the Tibetan
people ask for is a place to live in this world, a place
which is rightly theirs by tradition, so that they may
be free to live their own religious life and be at peace
with the rest of the world. Yet it is these very peace-
loving and religious people who have become the
unfortunate object of malignant suppression by the
Communists,

15, Despite the resolution [1353 (XIV)] adopted at
the last session of the General Assembly, it is dis-
concerting to note that the ruthless suppression of
the Tibetan people has not abated, On the contrary,
the systematic disregard for the fundamental human
rights of the Tibetan people and the attempt to destroy
their traditional and distinctive way of life, their re-
ligious and culturai autonomy, are pursued with added
vigour, This shameful rape of Tibet, this enforced
communization of the Tibetan people, this flagrant
violation of fundamental freedoms, cannot but be
viewad with great alarm by all peace=loving peoples
of the world. '

16. The situation in Tibet represents a most sinister
form of violation of fundamental human rights, We of

2/The Conference met from 3 to 13 May 1960,
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“the United Nations have therefore an obligation to-
wards the Tibetan people as much as we have towards
the rest of the world; and we must address ourselves
again as we did last year to the Tibetan question.
Hence our request, jointly with Thailand, for the in-
scription of the question of Tibet on the agenda of this
General Assembly [see A/ 4444]

17. Representing as we do one of the small nations
of the world that has only recently emerged from
colonial rule, we are irrevocably and resolutely op~-

posed to all forms of colonialism and imperialism,
We are naturally gratified to see s0 manynew nations
among us today who have freed themselves from the
bonds of colonial domination. But the rusty chains of
dying colonialism still hold in bondage millions of
people in some parts of the world. Many millions
more have fallen victims to a new and more sinister
form of domination-—that of world communism, We
in the Federation of Malaya have undergone a long
period of colonial rule, but we have also fought in our
country, for more than a decade, the menace of world
communism. Mindful of all these things, we have dedi~
cated ourselves fully to the cause of national liberation
and freedom anywhere in the world.

18, Any attempt at perpetuating colonialism is in-
consistent with the trend of our times, and the pur~
poses and principles of the United Nations. In West
Irian a vestigial form of colonialism still persists,
and it is our belief that so long as the situation is not
rectified, »» long will there remain the seed of dis~
cord and tension, We should not allowthisto germinate
into an international conflagration., Thus, our policy
towards the issue of West Irian, as we have stated
time and time again, is that there should be an ami-
cable solution of the question by all parties concerred.

19, Similarly, in Algeria there is a genuine force of
nationalism of which we must take full cognizance, We
feel it is -the basic principle of self-determination
that must be allowed to operate in Algeria if lasting
peace and understanding are to be achieved between
the nationalist forces in Aigeria and the metropolitan
power. The sooner this is realized, the sooner shall
we have 2 firm and sound basis for negotiations be~
tween the two parties concerned; and such negotiation
should be conducted as among equals unseliishly de-
voted towards an amicable and just solution of tkeir
common problem,

20, We particularly regret therefore that recent
events have diminished any hope of "pourparlers".
In the meantime, the senseless war in Algeria per-
sists, with all its ruthless brutality. The situation in
Algeria continues to cause alarm -and concern. For
this reason my delegation has joined in sponsoring
the inscription of the Algerian item for discussion at
this session of the General Assembly [see A/4418
and Add,1]. We hope that such a discussion may re-
veal some way by which the Algerian problem can be
resolved, on the basiz of the rightful claim of the
Alo‘erian people to self~-determination.

21. I now turn to the question that is uppermost in
our minds, the question of disarmament, AsIindicated
earlier in, my statement, we are met in a different
atmosphere from that of the fourteenth sesgsion, Last
year we met in a propitious atmosphere of hope and
optimism. This session the atmosphere is beclouded
by cold war acrimony over the failure of the dis-
armament talks in Geneva and over the worsening of

tension generally, We are profoundly concerned at the

failure of the Geneva, talks, but we are more concerned
lest the exchanges of bitter blames and counter blames
in this Assembly, if they are slungfor no other reason
than propaganda, should render the possibility of an
early resumption of talks all the more remote.

22, The forum of the Assembly must be utilized for
reasoned discussion guided by a sincere desire on
all sides to reach a bagis for resumption of detailed
negotiations, The miilions of people in the under=-
developed countries are anxious to have peace and
security in order to devote all their time, resources
and energy to their social and economic development.
War is ruinous to them as it would also be to all
others—protagonists or bystanders, victors or van=
quished, It is not necessary for me togive a layman's
view on the horrors of nuclear war, These are ali
too well known,

23, If I venture to state our views on the question
of disarmament, it is not because we possess the
magic formula by which disarmament canbe achieved,
Rather, it is because disarmament, though mainly the
respongibility of the major powers who possess the
arms, is one involving peace or war, survival or total
annihilation, and therefore is of paramount ccncern
to all maiikind,

24, Since the last session of the General Assembly,
when the resolution on disarmament [1378 (XIV)] was
adopted, giving official blessing to the then newly con-
stituted Easi-West Ten-~Nation Committee on Dis=
armament, not much progress has been made, largely
because East and West could not be reconciled in
their differences on basic issues, particularly on the
question of control and inspection. The whole world,
and especially a small nation like ours, will always
look forward with great expectation to a peaceful solu=
tion of the disarmament problem; and we seriously
feel that all the nuclear powers have a moral obliga=~
tion towards the world and humanity to arrive quickly
among themselves at a satisfactory principle andpro=-
gramme for the reduction of armament. In achieving
a peaceful worlid order in our present nuclear age,
the initiative must necessarily lie with the nuclear
Powers.

25. We are convinced that a workable programme for
the reduction of armaments is possible when it is
simultaneously carried out and consistent with the
security of every nation. In short, it is our firm cone
viction that disarmament should be the net result of
an effective system of international security, co=
operation and trust; not the basis, This, {o our mind,
is the only reasonable way to a relaxation of world
tension and to a world of peace and harmony among
nations.

26. While it is the responsibility of this Organization
to do all it can in the field of disarmament, that is to
say, in reducing the risks of total annihilation, the
United Nations also has, in another direction, the
responsibility of assisting the economic and social
development of the Membher States, that is to say, of
increasing their chances of survival. This is particu=
larly true of some of the less fortunate among us
where the struggle for food, shelter and clothing is
often a struggle for survival, The struggle of newly
independent nations must take the form of giving eco=
nomic and social content to their political independ=-
ence. The United Nations and its specialized agencies
are giving considerable assistance and guidance in
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this direction. But more importsit i8 the condition
of peace and stability, both internal and international,
which must prevail if social and economic develop-
ment is to progress unhamperad.

27. We in the Federation of Malaya are fortunate in
that, added to the already stable conditions we have
enjoyed up to now, we have this year rid ourselves
of one of our greatest burdens, namely, the state of
emergency, which was declared in 1948 following the
beginning of the communist insurrection, This insur-
rection, led by a few renegades propagating an alien
ideology, managed, through violence and terrorism,
to grip the country for twelve years. Much of our
resources which would otherwise have been utilized
for economic and social development, were therefore
diverted to the war effort, Through the loyal co-
operation, patience, and perseverance of our people
of all races and creeds, and through assistance from
some sister countries of the Commonwealth to whom
we must express our gratitude, the insurrection has
now been eliminated and it was possible for His
Majesty the Yang di-Pertuan Agong to declare the
end of the emergency on 31 July 1960,

28, In a message to the people, His Majesty declared:

"The end of the state of emergency and the return
to normal conditions prevailing among the people
will ensure the peace and harmony of our nation,
Thus, all the efforts of our Ministers in the Gov=
ernment and all the machinery and revenue of our
Government can now be concentrated on development
projects which will bring comfort and happiness to
our subjects,”

29, We can now look forward to more intensified
efforts in the social and economic development of
our people, Side by side with cur policy of industrial
development, pursued progressively withinthe frame-
work of our policy of inducements to local and for-
eign capital, an intensive programme is now being
launched in the direction of rural development, This
is the keynote of our present task, and it reflects the
desire of the Government to raise the livirig standards
of the rural people who constitute the bulk of the
population and the strength of the nation,

30, We are, of course, not the only country engaged
in this task of national development. In Africa, in
Latin America, in other parts of Asia, and among
our neighbours in South East Asia, concerted national
effort is being geared to this paramount task, Each
country will naturally choose the best method to suit
its own particular conditions and needs. Inevitably,
differences will exist in different countries as to the
methods of achieving these economic and social ob=
jectives, Be that as it may, in a region such as South
East Asia, where all the countries are on more or
less the same level of economic and social develop-
ment and each of them individually engaged in its own
programme of national advancement, some form of
economic, social and cultural co-operation which
would facilitate constant exchange of ideas, skills and
knowledge would seem desirable in order to achieve
maximum results, This is a form of regional co=
operation which we maintain is workable despite such
differences in political and economic system as may
exist. We have therefore already for some consider-
able time been constantly giving our thoughts and
consideration to initiating, jointly with some of our

neighbouring countries in South East Asisa, a plan of
regional co-operation of this kind,

31, I would like to turn to another aspect of inter
national co=-operation which is vital to the economig
well-being of under-developed countries. Like most
under-developed countries, the Federation of Malaya
still depends a great deal for its livelihood on the
earnings of its primary ocommodities which, in this
case, are rubber and tin, In view of our great de=
pendence on the exports of primary commodities for
the financing of a steady and sustained programme of
economic development, we are greatly concerned
about the fluctuations in the prices of these commodi-
ties. FFor this reason we regard it as highly desirable
to have international commodity agreements aimed at
stabilizing the prices of primary commodities on
which the economies of the under-developed countries
greatly depend.

32, With regard to tin, as representatives are aware,
there is already an International Tin Agreement, con=
cluded in 1953, with the object of minimizing fluc~
tuations in the price of tin for the benefit of both
producers and consumers, Malaya is a party to the
Agreement, and I am glad to say that it has demon=
strated to the world at large that the Agreement has
worked very effectively in achieving a measure of
stability in the price of tin. My countryis particularly
happy that a new Agreement has been reached at w.e
recent United Nations Tin Conference-3/ and will come
into force at the expiration of the present Agreement,
This reflects the satisfaction of the members of the
present Agreement, both producers and consumers,
with the benefits and effectiveness of the Tin Agree-
ment in bring about stability in the world price of tin,

33. We appreciate that it is very difficult to establish
an international price stabilization scheme in respect
of rubber, but 53’ are very pleased to note that the
International Rubber Study Group, which held its
fifteenth meeting recently at Kuala Lumpur,4/ intheir
communiqué accepted the importance of greater sta=-
bility of the price of natural rubber to both producers
and consumers and to countries whose economies are
largely dependent on the production of natural rubber,
and that the Group directed its Management Committee
to study the various possible measures to reduce the
excessive fluctuations in the price of natural rubber,
We are looking forward to the results of the Com=
mittee's study and recommendations,

34, K I have dwelt, though briefly, on cur own prob=-
lems of national development, it is not for any other
reason than to show how much importance we attach
to the economic and social welfare of our people. As
a young nation, we have yet a long way to go to catch
up with the rest of the worid, In these days of stag-
gering technological and scientific achievements, the
task facing the under-~developed countries, of closing
the gap between their present state of under-develop=~
ment and their objective of economic and social con=
tentment, becomes ever more difficult, It will take
time, But the problem must be tackled, and tackled
both by the efforts of the individual countries them-
selves and by international co-operation, either bi=
lateral or under the aegis of the United Nations and
its specialized agencies. To alarge measure the peace
of the world will depend on the succesg achieved in

8/Confe ‘ence held at Headquarters from 23 May to 24 June 1960,
4/Meeting held from 19 to 23 September 1960,
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closing this gap. The more the gap widens, the more
discontent there will be among nations, andthe greater
will be the danger to world stability. And yet, on the
other hand, the success of raising living standards
the world over will largely, in its turn, depend on the
prevalence of sustained conditions of world peace and
gtability.

35. That is why we of the smaller nations attach the
greatest importance to the deliberations of the As-
gembly at this seasion, where grave issues of war
or peace, of total annihilation or survival, of oppres=-
gion or freedom are at stake. My delegation will play
its part towards the success of this session. We in
this Assembly are here as representatives of hundreds
of millions of people of the world who have placed
their complete trust in our hands, and in this Assem=
bly. I am comforted by this awareness. The whole
world is hoping and praying that we shall succeed. The
conduct of this session and its outcome may well de-
termine whether we, mankind, will survive in peace
and freedom,

36, Mr. SLIM (Tunisia) (translated from French):
I should like first of all to express once again, on my
own behalf and on that of my delegation, our sincere
congratulations to Mr, Boland on his election as
President of so important a session of the General
Assembly. The confidenc2 which the Assembly has
thus shown in him is % just tribute to his personal
qualities, to his country and to its brave people, whose
valiant struggle has so ofter been an example and a
symbol to us,

37. The special importance of this session of the
United Nations General Assembly is underlined in
the first place, by the presence of Heads of States or
of Governments, to whom I should like to convey an
expression of esteem. Their participation in our work
invests the General Assembly's debates with par-
ticular weight and seriousness. The presence of so
many responsible leaders of Member States brings
into unusually full relief the questions which they
and we have to consider. We believe~and hope-=that,
despite the occasionally dramatic fever of the first
few days, sound and suitable decisions may finally
be reached and that the process of finding solutions
for the fundamental problems before us can be ac=
celerated,

38, The current session has opened under the happy
augury of the admission of sixteen new Member States
from the Mediterranean region and Africa. This should,
in my view, benefit the United Nations in two.ways.
First, it makes the Organization more representative,
especislly as far as Africa is concerned, and thus
brings it oloser to its goal of universality. The nations
which have just acceded to independence, and which
my country welcomed here only a few days ago, are
all numbered among the under-developad countries of
the world, We are sure that their profound attachment
to both individual and collective freedom, for which
they have fought so resolutely, will be the most valu-
able contribution they can make to the debates in the
Assembly. Their determination to secure genuine
emancipation and economic and social liberation will
unguestionably help to lay greater stress onthis prime
aspect of the problem of decolonization., To make de=
votion to freedom more active, and to present a more
complete picture of the exigencies of decclonization—
that, we feel, is the most valuable contribution which
the new Mediterranean and African States can make

Sy

to the United Nations, and constitutes a further rea=
son for the considerable importance of the fifteenth
gession,

39. But apart from the calibre and composition of
several of our delegations, and from the sharp outline
of the problems before ug, the significance of our de=
bates is, we feel, emphasized still further by the
special atmosphere which has prevailed in this hall
since this session began, Serious problems have quite
suddenly, and almgst unexpectedly, arisen, Today the
Organization itself is being reappraised, not merely
in regard to its peographical location, its adminis-
trative structure and its methods, but also, and pri=-
marily, In regard to the fundamental meaning of its
existence and of the permanent principles by which
it is guided, as they derive from the Charter, Such a
reappraisal has never before been made so insistently,
so seriously or so disquietingly. Until now, the United
Nations has constituted the supranational framework
within which conflicts of interest between nations
could be at least attenuated, if not solved, Negotiations
undertaken to that end have been based on the twin
principles of tfolerance and co-operation, which of
necessity imply mutual understanding and reciprocal
concessions in conformity, of cou«se, with the re=-
quirements of law and justice, The Organization has
been erected and maintained on the basis of the fun-
damental principle of equality among nations, whether
great or small, strong or weak,

40, At the national level, problems are viewed fromn:
the standpoint of the immediate interests of each State
and in the light of its main concern to safeguard its
naticnal sovereignty. At the international level, the
search for solutions to the problems and conflicts
under consideration proceeds from a broader intexr=-
pretation of our responsibilities; it is directedtowards
a less selfish goal. Here, we act, and are in the habit
of acting, as representatives of the different members
of the community of mankind, and our first concern
should be to safeguard peace and to ensure that in-
dividual interests are adjusted to each other without
the use of force.

41, But, for just a month now, the United Nations,
as the focal point of all conflicts, has been suffering
from an absolute lack of tolerance, a narrowly na=-
tionalist, regionalist or partisan concept of problems,
and a marked placing of individual interests above
the short-term general interest and the long-term
interests of mankind, In truth, the United Nations is
suffering, today, from a moral crisis of humanity
and its leaders; for of what use are organizations and
charters if the level of men's morality is still too
low?

42, This moral crisis through which the United
Nations is passing is, we feel, reflected in the desire
recently shown by some to induce others to accept,
and almost perforce to emhrace, their opinions. The
small couniries of Africa and Asia are at times in~
sistently urged to adopt one or anothex form of dogma.,
No sooner do we recover our freedom thanwe are in=
vited to give it up, and let others interpret intsr-
national problems for us and tell us what our position
with regard to them should be. We have also been
invited to consider ourselves athird, integral, African
or Arican=Asian blog, having as its sole catechismthe
breviary of statistics reflecting our regrettable state
of under~-development. '
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43, Our fidelity to democratic principles sets us,
from the outset, against the very principle of power
blocs. True, the admirable principles of the African=
Asian Conference held at Bandung in 1955 won our
complete and unreserved support; andthe Conferences
of Independent African States, held at Accra, Monro=
via, Addis Ababa and, most recently, Leopcldville for
the purpose of defining a common attitude towards
the important problems directly affecting our conti-
nent, have done much to strengthen a solidarity which
is both natural and beneficial. But that does not, in
our opinion, suffice to justify our forming a bloc
whose establishment would, we feel, give rise to
serious dangers.

44, The sacrifices which the people of Tunisia has
had to make in order to recover the right to freedom
of judgement and choice is still, in fact, too fresh in
our memories for us to have any inclination to aban-
don that freedom in haste. Firmly attachedto its poli-
cy of non-alignment, Tunisia cannot easily embrace
a policy of general, systematic alignment, To us it
seems more realistic, and more in accordance with
the principle of free and peaceful coexistence hetween
equal nations, to maintain our position of non-align-
ment, which enables us to bear our own responsibili=-
ties in regard to each problem on the basis of its
merits and of the requirements of law and justice,
What is more, we are convinced that it would not be
in the interests of the United Nations, and would be
still less in those of our African, the Asian or even
the American continent, for us to embark on such
an adventure without weighing its implications very
carefully.

45. The Tunisian delegation could not, in the name
of what is commonly called poiitical realism, agree
to regard the division ofthe worldintoblocs of nations
or coalitions of interests as something final, We do
not wish to subscribe to the idea that peaceful co-
existence is cnly a moment of respite vouchsafed to
mankind. Such a prospect would mean, not only a de-
nial of the very principles of the Charter, but indeed
the end of coexistence among nations, apd a sort of
collective suicide by persuasion,

46, For young States like Tunisia, to embrace one
political dogma or another, to subscribe to the estab-
lishment of a new permanent coalition of interests or
to the strengthening of any of those already existing,
would not only mean the abandonment of our freedom
but would also upset, to a dangerous degree, the al-
ready tenuous balance which allows the United Nations
to function. :

47, The United Nations is the framework within which
all our efforts must be directed towards abetter har-
monizing of international relations on the basis of the
fundamental principle ofthe equality of Member States,
great and small, strong and weak, We fe2l that only
by assuming our full responsibilities, and jealously
guarding our freedom to ¢valuate problems and the
attitudes of the great nationg ix regard to them, shall
we be acting in the best inferests both of the inter-
natioral Organization and of ourselves, the small
nations, The opening meetings of the current session
have shown us sufficiently clearly, I think, that the
fate of peace is now mere than ever linked to the fate
of the freedom of nations and the dignity of men. The
freedom of all of us and the freedom of the Organi=-
zation will depend, in the last analysis, on the main=

tenance and preservation of the freedom of each of u;
individually. '

48, The Tunisian delegation therefore opposes the
division of the United Nations intothreeblocs, reduced
to the status of offices or institutions. Itis even more
strongly opposed to the splitting of the United Nations
executive into a sort of triumvirate.

49. The veto in the Security Council is evennow dis-
tasteful to most Member States, because it runs coun=
ter to the principle of the equality of all States and
gives to a few the power of thwarting the will of the
majority, Its effects are counteracted to some extent
by the "Uniting for:Peace" resolution [377 (V)] which
has already, four times, made it possible to call the
General Assembly into emergency special session with
a view to avoiding serious sitvations that might have
gravely endangered international peace and security,

50, But the great majority of Members of our Or-
ganization continue to hope that this veto will be re~
placed by a more democratic system and that the
committee on reviewing the Charter 5/ may find a suit=
able formula to that end.

51, To transform now, or seek to transform, the
office of Secretary-~General into an organ which could
also exert some sort of veto on the implementation of
our Organization's decisions would undoubtedly result
in rendering the United Nations ineffective.

52, We can readily understand that the present struc-
ture of the United Nations, as manifested in its prine-
cipal organs, was conceived in a political context
which new events have io a great extent made out of
date, and that we must to some degree consider ad=

justing the Organization and adapting its organs tothe

new situation created by the increase in the number
of Member $t\a;es, and the greater diversity of the
problems to be galt with, The committee on reviewing
the Charter will be specifically responsible for pro-
posing the necessary adjustments to this end. Never=
theless, that should not entail a complete reappraisal
of the Organization and cannot, in our view, justify the
radical upheaval which has been proposed. Such a
transformation, if effected, particularly at the execu-
tive level, would inevitably bring the normal function=
ing of the entire Organization to a half. '

53. Small States like Tunisia are, first and foremost,
interested in having a coherent, a strong and, in par=-
ticular, an effective international organization. The
problems facing us in vur efforts to speed up the in-
dependence of our brothers now fighting in Algeria,
Africa and elsewhere-in the world, to consolidate our
sovereignty and to rationalize our economic situation,
all irpose on us the duty of supporting the United
Nations and the unity of its executive more than ever,
and of urging authority and prestige for it, so that it
may aid us more effectively in a struggle which is
often one~gided and arduous. We need an organization
whose prestige is unanimously acknowledged and whose
authority is undisputed, despite its imperfections, 80
that we may be spared all the disastrous consequences
of a failure like that experienced by the League of
Nations on the eve of the Second World War,

54, I shall now take up one of the most important
problems to be discussed at this session—the Algerian
problem. Algeria is, no doubt, the only country in the

S/Committee on arrangements for a conference for the purposeof .
reviewing the Charter, o
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world in which a real and murderous war has been
raging for long years and maintaining a permanent
gtate of tension in the Mediterranean area, I cannot,
during the general debate, give a complete description
of the Algerian problem, But my delegation finds it
difficult to understand how it is pessibleto avoid men=-
tioning it, even summarily, in a discussion which is
go important for both the present and the future of the
international community, ‘

55. For Tunisia, this conflict, which in a few days
will enter its seventh year of war, represents much
more than a permanent threat to our sovereignty., It
is highly detrimental to North Africa's relations with
France and with the other parts of the world in which
that nation is established. This war has at times
caused us to doubt the effectiveness of the United
Nations, which impotently witnesses the continuation
of the conflict, the daily repetition of large loss of
life and of useless sacrifice, #wd the forcible main-
tenance of a régime superannuated by history, against
the manifest will of a freedom~loving brother people
which is constantly invoking the principles set forth
in the Charter and demanding that they be respected.

56, We deeply regret that the situation has not evolved
in the direction of peace since the last session of the
General Assembly, despite the agreement inprinciple
between the French and the Algerians onthe necessity
of allowing the Algerian people freely to determine its
owi: future through a genuine popular vote, It will be
recilled that, at the fourteenth session, a draft reso-
lution [A/L,276] recommending negotiationstothat end
was adopted, paragraph by paragraph, by the required
majority in the General Assembly, In so voting, Mem-
bers' delegations hoped to offer adequate safeguards
for a genuine referendum designed to restore peace.
But the draft resolution as a’whole did not secure the
necessary majority. Need it be recalled that this vote
on the draft resolution as a whole was cast by dele-
gates favourable to the Algerian cause, solely for
reasons of expediency, with the one object of not hin-
dering, at that juncture, the efforts of both parties to
achieve a peaceful solution of the conflict?

57. It was not long, however, before the hopes which
all of us here had all entertained for the return of
peace were demolished, Public opinion in Tunisia had
welcomed with deep satisfaction the opening of the
Melun "pourparlers® between the French Gevernraent

and the Provisional Government of the Algerian Re=-

public. The peopl:s throughout the world had conil=
dently hoped that those "pourparlers" would result in
the conclusion of peace in conformity with the drait
resolution adopted last year by the First Committee.
In Tunisia, we could not believe that France woulil
reject the goodwill displayed by the authorized repre-
sentatives of the struggling Algerian people and that
it was going to dismiss the Algerian delegation after
communicating to it the Draconian conditions which
we all know, in the manner of victor speaking to van=-
quished, ®"The fact is that the atmosphere surrounding
the stay in France of the Algerian emissaries, and
the conditions presented to them, were such that only
the plenipotentiaries of a defeated army, come to sue
for peace and capitulate unconditionally. could have
tolerated them. The French Government seemed to
wish to convert these negotiations into a surrender."
Yet no one can deny thai the Algerian fighters are far
from being defeated.

i

58, The presa conference held by the Head of the
French State on 5 September 1960 was, unfortunately,
only too enlightening. Contrary to all its previous
statements, the French Government seemedtobelieve
once more in the possibility of a final armed victory
over the Algerian people, Thus, the position of the
reactionary forces in Algeria, which we had hitherto
regarded as the ili-considered and short-sighted atti-
tude of a coalition of interests, received, alas, official
sanction and unexpectedly became the very foundation
of French policy in Algeria, Negotiation is no longer
contemplated as the only decent, honourable means of
ending a war equally lacerating for two nations who
have so many reasons for co-operating and living to-
gether on good terms. Even the "brave man's peace"
is no longer mentioned, What is proposed to us today
is that the Algerian people should lay down its arms
and accept whatever stayus France may subsequently
be pleased to confer on it. The persons responsible
for the destinies of France have, in short, been in-
creasingly espousing the doctrines of the reactionaries
in Algeria,

59, For us, who remain attached to the principle of
the peoples! right to self-determination, such a posi-
tion is contrary to the liberal principles of which
France has been one of the most respected champions
and, in that capacity, one of the most beloved by us.
Moreover, this attitude is not at all inline with inter=
national ethics. It represents a flagrant violation of
the provisions of the United Nations Charter whichwe,
together with France, continually invoke when con-
sidering the problems that come before this Organi-
zation. It gives to mighi preference over right, and
replaces negotiation by resort to arms, Furthermore,
it runs cocunter to publicly expressed intentions to
seek peace and engage in parleys with the Algerian
people. In face of this unfortunate situation, is it pos=
sible for us to remain in a state of expectation and
allow the war and its evils to continue?

60. How long can those who invoke the principles of
liberty and justice, set forth in 1941 by the Atlantic
Charter, continue to be so considerate of French.
sensibilities and of so-called solidarity in so bad a
cause, at the risk of undermining presumptions in
their favour which, but for this conflict, there would
be no reason to discard?

61. The leaders of the Algerian peopls at war have
genuinely made every possible effort, and every con-
cession compatible with the unassailable principles of
right and justice, with a view to settling their dispute
with France by the peaceful means of negptiation.

62, Can any blame now attach to a people, compelied
to carry on this deplorable struggle which during six
years has caused so great a loss of human life, for
seeking support and backing from every possible po=
litical quarter, whether in the East, the West or the
third world, with a view to ensuring respect for its
dignity and recsvering its freedom and independence?
This involves a serious moral problem for us all—a
problem which my Government has settled in favour
of our Algerian brothers, with the grant to them of
definitive and unequivocal support, whatever the po-
litical colour of the backing given to them for the
purpose of ending this war,

63. Three days ago, on 7 October 1960, inthe speech
opening the regular session of the Tunisian National



584

General Assembly — Fifteenth Session -~ Plenary Meetings

Assembly, President Bourguiba used, in this con-
nexion, the following words:

"For us, the only thing of importance is that the
war should be ended, with the aid of all who are
convinced that the interest of humanity and the
preservation of moral values require the ending of
the war. We are resolved to assume our responsi-
bilities and to take our stand, come what may. We
are ready to cope with any developments, We shall

- be equal to any obligations which events may lay
upon us in the near future on account of the Algerian
war."

My delegation will venture shortly to circulate the
text of this important statement.

64, Can the Organizatior continue to confine itself
to expressions of hope for peace in the matter of this
tragedy which will soon have lasted seven years? Is
it not becoming essential that the Organization should
take effective action to help both parties towards an
honourable and just solution? It seems increasingly
clear to us that this solution lies in a genuine and un-

auspices, ag oo other so]ution is now possi i and the
door to anybilateral taiks has, apparently, been closed,

65. Like all the amall nations who give evidence of
their profound attachment to the United Nations and
to the principles of liberty and equality inspiring it,
Tunisia hopes that the Organization will intervene in
Algeria to re~establish peace and ensure the triumph
of freedom and human dignity. By doing this, the Or-
ganization will have acted in accordance with its mis=
sion and will ‘not have disappointed the hopes that we
repose in it, For us Tunisians—and we do not think
we are alone in holding this view—the Algerian war
is more than ever a test, which will enable us to es=
timate the real, practical value of the principles,

and the moral capacity, of the Organization and its
Members.

66. The destiny of Tunisia is inseparable from that
of Algeria. Our future, like our distant or more recent
past, is the same, The freedom of Tunisia would be
but a reprieve, if the Algerian war continded amid the
indifference of the nations or ended with the victory
of brute force over justice, of might over right of
oppression over freedom,

67. The responsibilities of the United Nations in
Africa have been adequately stressed. In Algeria the
Organization has a great, delicate and urgent respon-
sihility. Need I repeat what so many other speakers
have said=that at this moment human beings are dy-
ing, families are being deported, homes razed {o the
ground and death sentences passed and executed?

68. The Government of the Republic of Tunisia has
been pleased and encouraged by the many statements
made from this rostrum in support of the just and
rightful cause of the Algerian people.

69. We ardently hope that the coming debate on Alge=-
ria wili effectively help to bring back peace, which is
so necessary for the peaceful development of the North
African region and for friendly and fruitful co~opera=-
tion between our African countries and the rest of the
world. As President Bourguiba said on United Nations
Day, 24 October, in 1958:

"We must hope that the United Nations will oppose
the excesses of tyranny and the deoredations of
greed, It is certainly able to do so, and has proved

it by stopping the bloodshed in Korea, by making f

- stand against tyranny in Hungary, and by combating
aggression on the Suez Canal. We must hope that it
will adopt an'equally worthy attitude in regard to
Algeria, so that it may reassure the small nations,
restore their faith in the rule of justice and con-
vince them, to greater effect, thatthe United Nations
is still an impregnable refuge for them and will al-
ways be ready to protect them from the excesses of
tyranny,"

Two years later, these words are unfortunately still
fully ayplicable to the circumstances,

70. There is not only the question of Algeria, In the
tragedy of Palestine, too, might has supplanted right,
A people has been driven out of its national territory,
Ir tragic circumstances, hundreds of thousands of
human beings have had to leave their country, which
is that of their ancestors, and live in refugee camps
near what were once their homes. Thus men who yes=
terday lived in prosperity, honour and dignity are,
today, reduced to statelessness and to an existence
dependent on the relief supplied by the United Nations,

71. My country is not racialist; it abhors all racial-
ism, We have never confused Judaism and Zionism,
But, while condemning the anti-semitism which has
been put forward to justify the injustice committed
against the Arab people, we condemn the procedure
which involves defrauding a people of its rights, to
the advantage of another pecple. In other words, we
cannot agree that reparation can be made for the
crime of Nazism by the eviction of a brother Arab
people from its ancient homeland.

72. Nor can I forget that many of the Organization's
decisions on the Palestine question have not been car~
ried out.

73. « This pi%)lefn9 in our view, constitutes a per-
manent source of disturbance and agitation in this
highly sensitive area and, therefore, a standingthreat
to world peace,

74. The problems of Algeria and Palestine and many
other problems cannot prevent me from speaking of
a question which has recently arisen in Africa and
has led to a disturbing situation, highly dangerous to
international peace and security-the question of the
Congo (Leopoldville),

75. The Algerian war-—in our view one of the most
serious problems which, in recent years, has faced
the United Nations and the conscience of its Member
States-=has for some little time ceased to be the cen~
tre of world attention. Over the last few months, the
Congo has taken precedence of Algeria. The events
which have occurred and multiplied there within a
fairly short space of time are also of importance and
international significance.

76. The crisis which has overtaken and is still af-
flicting the Congo seems to have been caused, in the
main, by the rather exceptional difficulties which that
country encountered at the moment when it ceased to
be a colony. There has, we feel, been some over-hasty
criticism of the Congo on the score of its people's
political immaturity, its leaders' lack of experience,
and the inadeguste number of trained men ready to
assume the responsibilities involved in administering
a free State and {o deal quickly withthe many delicate
problems bound up with independence and the transfer
of power. There is no doubt in our minds that in this



897th meeting - 10 October 1960

585

connexion Belgium bears a heavy responsibility for
its long neglect of one of its most compelling duties—
that of helping to train Congolese for administrative
positions, of gradually associating them in the man-
agement of their country's public affairs, and so of
preparing the young African Republic for a stable and
harmonious future. It seems clear tousthatthe Brus-
gels Government chose quite a different policy, which
might be summed up in the words "No 'élites’, no
trouble®. This principle seems to have formed the
basis of a colonial policy which was supposed to be
far-sighted. The futility of that idea, and its dangers
for mankind and international peace, have been amply
demonstrated by recent events in the Congo.

77. While we might be prepared to understand the
official explanations of the Brussels Government,
which has several times affirmed the purity of its
intentions, this would not mean that we could absolve
Belgium or minimize the role which its agents and
. nationals have played in the Congo--a role most harm=-
ful to peace and to stability. It is particularly hard
to deny the part played by certain groups of vested
interests in the attempied secession of the provinces
of Katanga and Kasai. It is possible that Belgium is
officially pursuing a policy which, at the very least
some of its agents in the Congo are sabotaging. It is
probable moreover that the policy which Brussels has
publicly laid down conflicts, in the day-to-day life of
the Congo, with that followed by certain senior civil
servants, officers in plain clothes or representatives
of economic interests who are still active there. This
system of dual responsibility, with its resulting con-
fusion and anarchy, is something which for many years
we in North Africa have known too well for us to be
deceived by it today,

78. In any cose it is incontestable that Belgiumbears
a glaring responsibility—direct or indirect, official or
unacknowledged=-in connexion with the recent distur-
bances in the Congo. I shall not try, in this debate, to
go again into the whole question, on which my delega=-
tion has commented in sufficient détail during the
discussions in the Security Council and at the fourth
emergency special session of the General Assembly,

79. But the case of the Congo reveals the devious
ways in which colonies sometimes obtain their free-
dom, and the often serious difficulties which African
peoples encounter in the task of consolidating their
sovereignty and independence.

80, In a continent where colonial war has raged
for years, where racial segregation—despite United
Nations condemnation of it--is made into a principle
- of government, and where dearly repurchased political
freedoms are faced with the harsh facts of economic
domination and social dependence, the experience of
the Congo serves as a test. Africa is today the last
bastion of colonialism. Many, intheir insatiable greed,
cast envious eyes on the great resources of Africa's
soil and sub-soil. It was therefore easy to foresee
that the process of decolonizing the African countries
would encounter difficulties, whose number and gravi=-
ty would be proportionate to that greed and envy. For
this reason, among others, the United Nations ex-
periment in the Congo is invested with special value,
It is in fact the first time that a young State, faced
with a tragic situation jeopardizing its independence,
has appealed to the morai conscience of the United
Nations and has received, from the Organization, such

speedy and effective assistance in the civil and mili-
tary spheres.

81, Need I recall that, thanks to the United Nations,
more has been done in the Congo, in less than two
months, to evacuate occupying troops than Tunisia
has been able to do in five years of independence?
Even today, a great bastion of our port system is still
in the hands of occupying French troops, against the
will of the Tunisian Government, despite two appeals
to the Security Council, and notwithstanding the inter~
vention and good offices of friendly countries.

82, Other States have not been vouchsafed the aid
which, thanks to the United Nations and by its agency,
the Congo has received in the organization of its ad-
ministrative system. All this invests the Congo ex=
periment with its significance and value on the plane
of international relations. I this experiment were
compietely successful, it would constitute a promising
precedent for the peaceful solution of decclonization
problems, Such an experiment would, in the eyes of
some, have been a precedent of incalculable signifi-
cance if-—thanks to the concerted action of Members
of the United Nations, acting strictly through and
within the Organization-the improvement, if not the
liberation, of the economy of a former colonial coun=-
try had followed closely upon that country's political
emancipation,

83, My delegation deeply regrets that the cold war,
the effects of which are sodisastrous for international
peace, has also become a factor exploiting the Congo
situation for its own purposes.

84. The execution of the Security Council's decisions
concerning military or civil assistance to the Congo
has been the subject of criticism. My delegation still
believes that the action taken by.the United Nations
in the Congo is in conformity withthe Security Council
decisions, In all honesty and objectivity, we can only
pay a tribute to the Secertary-General, whom that
body entrusted with the implementation of those de-
cisions, and to his representatives, for the untiring
devotion with which they have performed this really
impartial task of peace and international solidarity.

85. That is our belief, based on the facts themselves
and on the joint study of the situation, on the spot, by
the Conference of Independent African States held at
Leopoldville from 25 to 30 August 1960. This Con=

ference, in a statement adopted by it unanimously,
paid a well-deserved tribute to the United Nations for
the work of peace which the Organization had done in
the Congo. We consider, moreover, that it is in our
common interest, as the Leopoldville Conference
of Independent African States affirmed, to prevent
the Congo from becoming a battlefield in the war of
ideology. : -

86. Both in the Security Council and at the fourth
emergency special session of the General Assembly,
the debates have laid adequate stress on the need, in
the interest of international peace and security, to
keep this action in the Congo on its true basis of
international solidarity, genuinely neutral and dis-
interested,

87. Our own experience, together with that of many
other countries formerly under foreign domination,
tends to prove that political liberation may constitute
but one stage on the road to true and effoctive eman=-
cipation—that emancipation, in fact, which ehablesthe



586

General Assembly — Fifteenth Session — Plenary Meetings

formerly persecuted communities to escape, once and
for all, from the horror: of hunger, diseage and ig=
norance.

88, The experience in the Congo has for us a sym=
bolic significance in that it has raised the problem of
decolonization in one complete instance and in all its
aspects—administrative, political, military, economic
and social. This problem, which called for urgent
solufions, gave Tunisia an opportunity of putting into
practice the principles of human solidarity which it
takes as its guide. The Government of the Republic
spared no effort to make an immediate response to
the appeal from the sister Republic of the Congo and,
within the United Nations framework, furnishedit with
all the assistance required. The three thousand Tuni-
sian soldiers have already, in the Congo, made their
contribution in dead and wounded to the cause of
peace, and the best of our country's civilian tech=
nicians are today making their experience availshle
for the task of reorganizing the administration, the
security and telecomunication services, the banks and
the health service,

89. The delegations from Asia, Africa and Latin
America are perfectly familiar with the economic and
social aspects of naticnal emancipation and their im-
portance in the process of decolonization., This aware-
ness, among the communities of the third world, of
the extent and gravity of their under-development is
a well known sociological phenomenon. I can, we
think, be best expressed, not so much with the aid
of statistical comparisons, but rather by what has
been called "the costs of man", the purpose of which
is to furnish the individual with the material support
essential to his dignity as a free being, I need hardly
recall that there can be no true dignity in physiologi=
cal and material want, in unemployment, in precarious
health conditions, or in ignorance.

90. I need not recall either, in this connexion, that
if the under-developed countries are to develop rea-~
sonably quickly and as international stability and co-
operation require, foreign aid in the shape of capital
investment and personnel is essential., That aid is a
duty in so far as it is agreed that under-development
is primarily the consequence of colonial expansion.
It is also a measure of justice inso far as the exploi=
tation of these couniries' resources and the trade
derived from such exploitation have been achieved at
the expense of the communities ruled, Such aid, sup=-
plementing the efforts and sacrifices necessarily made
by the newly independent peoples themselves, will
give to the phenomenon of decolonization its full mean=
ing, by opening for our countries the way to a rapid
and harmonious restoration of their economic and
social structures.

91, But no effort of this kind can go forward and
fulfil the hopes placed in if unless, as a primary
condition, men have peace in their hearts and can
contemplate the future without fear. Peace in our
countries, peace on our frontiers and among our
neighbours, peace in general-=such i the necessary
framework for growth and for the co-ordination, on
a world scale, of the various forms of progress which
it involves. The restoration of our economies has
never implied, in our minds, refusal to co-operate
with other countries, even though those countries be
our former colonizers. In a world in which great
economic, social and even political units are being
built up, it is by no means our intention to isolate

ourselves or refuse co-operaiion. While the formerly

colonized communities nevd peace for the rehabilitae
tion and reconstruction of their countries, peace is
equally needed by mankind as a whole, In face of the
dangers involved by nuclear weapons, the need for
peace and calm is today the greatest of all the essen~
tial needs of the international community,

92, Peace is, in the first instance, the absence of
armed warfare, It is, unfortunately, indicative of the
short-sightedness of those who today are responsible
for the fate of mankind that they should accept the
murderous war in Algeria as a necessary and, in any

case, geographically circumscribed evil, without any

apprehension that the conflict might spread and de-
generate into a general one. ‘

93. Recent examples of localized wars in Europe and
Asia have, indeed, sufficiently proved that it is almost
always wrong to be so short-sighted and to think that
armed conflicts can still be dealt with by the same
methods that would be used in the case of a forest
fire=by digging fire~break trenches behind which the
fire can be left o burnthetrees. It is our deep~seated
belief that peace is as indivisible as liberty or justice,

94, This will indicate how disappointed we were to
learn of the fate of the Summif Conference in Paris,
from which the whole world had hoped so much, That
disappointment was further increased by the suspen=-
sion of Geneva negotiations on disarmament. We still
think that, so long as mutual mistrust persistsbetween
the great armed Powers, the arms race will continue
to be one of the gravest dangers for the very existence
of mankind, We are therefore convinced of the abso=
lute and urgent necessity of finding the best possible
formula for achieving general and complete disarma=
ment, cove{i:lib th nuclear and conventional weapons
and, accomp d by effective control calculated to
restore mutual confidence.

95, We remain fully persuaded of the need to find a
practical solution, agreed upon by the two parties, to

the problem of preventing a surprise attackandending -

nuclear tests for military purposes.

96. On the basis of these principles, we would not
despair of the wisdom of the men who are responsible,
not only for their own peoples, but also for the future
of the entire human race. We venture to hope for a
rapid improvement of the world atmosphere, opening
the way to a reai and lasting "détente™ in international
relations, which is an essential condition for real,
general and compilete disarmament,

97. The question of Mauritania, that of the plan for
further French nuclear tests in the Sahara, that of
racial policy in South Africa, that of Tibet, the strug-
gle of the African peoples who are trying in various
ways to recover their dignity as free men and their
sovereignty as independent nations--such are some
of the important questions in regard to which my
Government's position will be clearly set forth, at
the appropriate time, during the present session,

98, All those questions, and others as well, derive
more or less directly from the problem of colonialism
itself. Tunisia, essentially an African country andone
basically adhering to moral values, remains opposed
to any form of domination of one people by another.
From its nature, as well as by the deep conviction of
its people and its President, my country is fundamen=-
tally opposed to all colonialism and all imperialism,

y
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It is true that in modern’times imperialism has as-
sumed various forms, ideclogical as well as economic.
There has been ideological hegemony of a political or
gsocial nature, and there have been economic struce
tures imposed by force, under the pretext of ensuring
the true welfare of the peoples concerned, or by per-
suasion, with the threat of force in the background.
All these forms have the same end and object—the
domination of one people by another.

99, This session has been termed "the session of
Africa". That implies the idea of the end of colonial-
ism and the arrival of a genuine era of freedom, of
brotherhood among the peoples and of co-operation
between equally sovereign and independent nations, in
peace and in justice.

100. The eyes ~f the world are at present turned fo=
ward the General Assembly. All those—and they are
many--who, like ourselves, have placed their faith in
the Organization, in the principles set forth in its
Charter, and in its various organs whose effective~
ness we have observed, are reposing great hopes in
this session. In spite of everything, I am convinced
that these hopes will not be disappointed.

Mr., Green (Canada), 1:ce-President, took the Chair.

101. U THANT (Burma): Since this is my first inler~
vention in the general debate, let me take this oppor=-
tunity of extending through the Vice-President, the
very warm felicitations of my delegationto Mr. Boland
on his election as President of the General Assembly
at its fifteenth regular session. His electionis a clear
manifestation of the very high esteem in which the
Members of the United Nations hold him personally
and the courageous and virile country of Ireland which
he represents,

102, The proceedings in the Assembly at this session
are the focus of extraordinary attention all over the
world, both for the extreme urgency of most of the
problems listed on the agenda andfor the participation
in its work by a number of distinguished Heads of
State or of Government.

103. This session is also highlighted by a feature of
very great historical significance: the admission
arong us of seventeen new States—sixteen African
States and Cyprus--all of which recently won their
independence. On behalf of the peoplc and the Govern=-
ment of the Union of Burma, Iwholeheartedly welcome
their admission and offer to them our very sincere
- congratulations on their newly won status. The emer-
gence of these new States in Asia and Africa and their
membership of the United Nations will certainly en-
hance the authority and effectiveness of this world
Organization, ‘

104, At the outset, let me reiterate Burma's firm
conviction that the main obstacle to the settlement of
international problems and the achievement of a gen=
uine world peace is the unmitigated persistence ofthe
so-called cold war, the chief feature of which is the
sharp division of the worid into two hostile ideological
camps, each one suspicious and fearful of the other,
and both scrambling to entice new recruits into their
respective ranks. Under such conditions an alignment
with either of these two power blocs woulddo a griev-
ous disservice to the cause of peace. On the other
hand, Burma believes that peace cannot be achieved

through passive neutralism, which would mean a with= -

drawal from the battle for peace. Hence, Burma has
consistently pursued, and continues to pursue, a policy

.

of strict but active neutrality, However, Burma, does

not aim at setting up a new grouping of neutral or
- unaligned States, for, by the very nature of things,

this would mean bloc policy, which in turn would re-
sult in a further splitting of an already divided world.

105. Once again, the session ofthe General Assembly
opens in an atmospl are of increased tenzsion., We are
now witnessing a general deterioration inintermational
v2lations, especially among the great Powers, and
the protracted disarmament negotiations have yielded
very little result. The Paris Summit Conference, on
which the entire world had placed such great hope,
collapsed before it could get started. As all of us are
aware, different reasons have been assigned for the
coliapse of the Summit Conference. The Soviet Union
and its allies put the blanie entirely on the flight of
the United States U=2 aircraft over Soviet territory
and to the United States Government's assumption of
responsibility for it, The United States and its allies
maintain that the U=-2 flight was used only as an ex-
cuse, and that the Soviet Union hadnever any intention
of letting the Summit Conference succeed. The Prime
Minister of the Union of Burma. U Nu, in the course
of his statement before our Chamber of Deputies on
22 September 1960, observed:

"As we understand it, the' U-2 flight constitutes a
violation of international law, The American justi-
fication for the flight is new, andtc us unconvincing.
Having said this, however, we are bound to add that
the U=2 flight, in our view, did not justify calling
off the Summit Conference. As a peace=-loving coun=
try, we deeply regret these unhappy developments,
All the patient and painstaking endeavours of years
by eminent statesmen throughout the world=-and
among them I deliberately include Premier Khrush=
chev and President Eisenhower—to reduce to prac=-
tical day to day terms the truism that there is no
alternative to peaceful coexistence, were swept away
when the Summit Conference collapsed. With it, the
possibility of armed conflict has correspondingly
increased.”

105, The collapse of the Summit Conference, of
course, disrupted negotiations on disarmament, which
is the most pressing problem of our time, My delega~
tion associates itself wholeheartedly with the resolu=
tion adopted bythe Disarmament Commission®/ calling
on all those concerned to resume negotiations on gen~
eral and complete disarmament. We believe it to be
of paramount importance that effective contact should
never be broken among those most directly concerned
with this pressing problem.

107, Against the background of this gloomy situation,
a silver lining is discernible. It is a fact that a fair

-measure of agreement has been reached on matters

of principle as well as of substance. Agreement has
been reached on several aspects of nuclear test con-
trol, and every endeavour should be made to maintain
this progress, both in and outside the United Nations,
A willingness to accept the other side's good faith is
as great & stride forward to peace as a signed treaty
itself. A ban on testing, which will halt the arms race,
is an essential preliminary to a disarmament agree=
ment. Such a ban was at one time in sight, and we
were heartened that the big Powers hadbegunto speak
the same language. There was hope in the air, but

6/0fsicial Records of the Disarmament Commission, Supplement for
January to December 1959, document DC/146, '
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the collapse of the Summit Conference once again
poisoned the atmosphere.

108, The disarmament problem changes its character
with every day that it passes. Once it could be framed
in terms of the existing nuclear Powers getting rid
of their nuclear weapons. Now it is becoming a ques=
tion of preventing potential nuclear Powers from
manufacturing nuclear weapons at all. The People’s
Republic of China is now the most important of these
Powers. Even without outside assistance, that country
is almost certain, in the absence of political agree-
ments, to have its own bomb within a couple of years.
In the light of these facts, the rejection by this Gen=
eral Assembly on 8 October of the proposal [A/4474}
even to include in the agenda the item "Representation
of China in the United Nations" is a demonstration of
our inabilily to read the signs of the times and our
refusal to face realities,

109. Modern diplomacy is in most cases a series of
conditioned reflexes, Whatever proposals come from
Moscow or Peking are sure to be denounced by the
West as propaganda. And whenever the West comes up
with a really worth-while proposal, it often gets the
same treatment from its antagonists, This is regret-
tably true of the very abrupt Western dismissal of
Premier Chou En=lai's statement last July that China
would be prepared to conclude a peace pactthat would
clear Asia and the Pacific of nuclear weapons. As
the Latin Americans are very desircus of maintaining
peace in their region, and as the Africans are very
anxious to keep their region free from big power ri=-
valries, most Asians also welcome any move from
any quarter tc keep Asia free from military entangle-
ments. In this context, Premier Chou En-lai's state-
mert that there must be created in the Far East and
in the whole Pacific area a zone of peace, free from
atomic weapons, deserves very close attention, There
is 0 need to go into the merits of the proposal as
such. A non=nuclear Pacitic would be a greater siep
towards a peaceful world than a nuclear Pacific, in
view of the fact.that the People's Republic of China
has very great potentials for the manufacture of atomic
weapons, and the United States of America is already
a leading nuclear Power.

110. One mnily very well question if the People's
Republic of China is sincere. It seems to my delega=
tion that it is a pointless question, since the word
"gincerity™ has long been dropped{rom tlieVocabulary
of diplomacy. The only criterion that should be ap=~
plied to Peking's proposal is the more reliable one of
whether it serves China's long~term interests, It is
obvious that the People's Republic of China cannot
afford, with her very ambitious industrial revolution
anc. gll the colossal cost it entails, to become a nu=
clear Power also. Development in the one field im-
plies some retardation in the other, in view of the
vast handicaps it has to go through, The best way for
the West to find out if Premier Chou En-lai was in=
dulging in mere propaganda or not would be to take
his proposals at their face value and initiate discus=
sions on them,

111. Let me now deal with the situation in Algeria,
wh.ch continues to cause deep concern throughout the
woii% Many representatives who preceded me have
dealt with the problem more or less comprehensively,
and therefore I will not attempt to narrate the events
which have taken place since the question came up
before the fourteenth session of the General Asgem=

bly. The hostilities continue unabated with grievous
suffering and loss of human life, Over amillion Alae-
rians remain displaced and regrouped in various parts
of Algeria. Impartial observers have testified to the
hardship and distress of the Algerians detained in
internment camps and prisons, The situation indeed
centinues to embitter international relations and in-
crease international tensions, thereby constituting a
threat to the peace of the world, Therefore, on 20 July
of this year, twenty~five Asian-African nations, in-
cluding Burma, requested [A/4418 and Add.1] the
inscription of the question of Algeria on the agenda
of the Assenbly at this session.

112, While dramatic changes have taken place in what
was once called French Africa, the problem of Algeria,
to our regret, still remains unsolved. It will be re~
called that in September 1958, eighteen French terri-
tories, not including Algeria, were each given the
offer of, first, full integration with France as a De-
partment of the French Republic; second, retention
of its present territorial status, with the right to
representation in the French Parliament as hitherto;
or, third, membership in the new Community as a
fully autonomous unit. This offer was made on the
condition that rejection of the Frernch Constituticn by
any territory would mean its immediate secession and
the cutting off of all French assistance, Ofthe eighteen
territories offered this choice, Guinea rejected the
Constitution, thereby severing its connexion with
France completely. The remaining seventeen all ap-
proved the Constitution, and of them, twelve chose to
become autonomous units withinthe French Conimuni-
ty. The other five, consisting mainly of small terri=-
tories, decided to maintain the status quo. Of these,
only one is in Africa, this being French Somaliland,
The French Community, it will be noticed, fell short
of the BritishCommornwealth, in which it is possible
for a completely independent State to remain a2 mems-
ber. Earlier this year, the Constitution was amended
and the Community of today is, in all essentials, simi=
lar to the Commonwealth, all its members being
independent and equal in status.

113, I recount these facts just to highlight the con=
trast between the French treatment of Algeria and
of its other colonies. The smooth transition from the
French Union to the French Community and the re-
vision of the Constitution of the Community to meet
the requirements of the present era reflect President
de Gaulle's realistic and statesmanlike handlingofthe
problem of its cclonies. However, the President's
handling of the Algerian problem is far from grati-
fying. While the President has not abandoned the

principle of self=determination, which this world

Organization has advocated, he has emptied the word
¥gelf-determination® of all its meaning,

114, It is certainly regrettable that the Government
of France is now engaged in two wars, both equally
far from glorious. In Algeria, it fights the Algerian
nationalists. In France, it is fighting French editors,
writers and intellectuals. And so far, it has won more
victories on the second front. Since Aprilofthis year,
several French newspapers and journals have been
seized; several books and publications banned or con-
fiscated and authors arrested, Its successes in de-
fending its honour against unarmed writers, however,
is poor compensation for its continuedfailureto defeat
the Algerian nationalists in Algeria. After six years
of pacification, the Algerian nationalist forces are
stronger, better organized and better equipped than

P
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ever, The great danger, of course, is that countries,
not only those adjacent to Algeria, but others, may be
sucked into the Algerian war if it continues, Algeria,
in fact, is no lorger a French problem, nhor even an
Algerian problem, prolonged war has turnedthe coun=
try into an international powder keg. Either President
de Gaulle offers proper negotiations on the necessary
guarantees for self-determination to the Algerian
nationalists, or the war will be intensified, and more
and more of Africa will be drawn into the blood bath,
No African Government, however desirous of good
relations with France, will be able to maintain even
official neutrality much longer.

115, The indications are that the war willbe resumed

even more fiercely and bloodshed will increase, There
is now a vast chasm between the President and the
Algerian nationalists struggling for their birthright
of independence. The President wants negotiations
only on the issue of a cease-fire and envisages self-
determination in the form of elections under the
supervision of French armed forces. The Algerian
nationalists understandably cannot accept these con=-
ditions. It is difficult to imagine that the Algerian
nationalists, after six years of revolution against the
French, would ever agree to exercise their vote under
the sole control of the French army. The only way out
of this impasse seems to be to seek to implement the
principle of self-determinatic. through the agency
of some form of international action. However, my
delegation still entertains the hope that the two parties
concerned will enter into "pourparlers®, as to whose
desirability there has been general consensus of
opinion in this world Organization, before any inter=
nationally supervised referendum is envisaged. Presi-
dent de Gaulle, who is responsible for France's great
achievements in other parts of Africa, can surely
evolve a formula for Algeria, a formula based on the
same principle of self-determination that has been
applied to the other territories.

116, The developments in the Republic of the Congo
(Leopoldville) have graver implications for the United
Nations than anything that has gone before. It will be
recalled that the original purpose of its inier7ention
was to replace the Belgian troops and to hold the fort
while order was being restored. The United Nations
forces had neither the mandate nor the responsibility
to cope with the next phase~the growing internecine
strife among the Congolese, which from time to time
assumed the character of civil war., This strife, at
one time, threatened to beccme an international con=-
flict, It 18 a matter for gratificationthat many leaders
of independent African States, with full consciousness
of the gathering war clouds over the heart of the Afri-
can continent, which they rightly feel to be th»ir own,
rallied to the help of the United Nations and averted
8 major catastrophe.

117, Events in the Republic of the Congo will no doubt
have their impact on the evolution of other African
Stries, and the United Nations operations there are
a test of how far this world Organization can con-
tribute {owards the restoration of law and order in
the new Republic. The United Naticns involvement in
the Republic of the Congo must be viewed as a test
case for this Organization. Its future is certainly at
stake, My delegation wishes to see the United Nations
making a perceptible advance towards the conception
of a world order. If it fails to make any headway in
its primary task of restoring law and order in the

young Republic, then the Organization is likely to re=
lapse into the immobility and impotency experienced
=+ one time by its predecessor, the League of Nations,
before its total collapse. My delegation, thersfore,
considers it essential that the present enterprise
should not be allowed to break down. We feel that the
United Nations must, in some sense, assert its le-
gitimate authority in the Republic of the Congo, or
lapse into humiliating passivity.

118, In assessing the success or otherwise of the
United Nations operations in the Congo, we must look
at the results in the context of the tangled events of
the past few weeks, It will be recalled that the break-
ing point in the situation was reached about the middle
of August. By that time the United Nations Force had
virtually secured the primary objective for which it
had been sent there: the Belgian troops had left—
although there are still indications that many of them
have come back as technicians--and a United Nations
contingent had established itself in Kataaga. Theterms
of reference given to the Secretary-General by the
Security Council had been fulfilled.

119. My delegation has every confidence that the
Secretary-General is sincerely and efficiently dis—
charging his functions assigned by the United Nations,
We have noted that each time a controversyhas arisen
about his Congo mandate, the Secretary~General has
referred the dispute back to the Security Council. We
are satisfied that all his authority is based solely on
the decisions of the Security Council. In these cir-
cumstances, my delegation does not see any need at
present to modify his office or his functions or to
reorganize the Secretariat. Any such course is not
only bound to retard the efficiency of the United
Nations operations, but is sure to weaken the Organi-
zation itself,

120, The world has never so desperately needed an
organization whose existence expresses not a Utopian
fantagy but the biggest international reality of all, It
symbolizes humanity's collective need for peace for
the sake of survival, a need which overrides the na=
tional or ideological interests of any Member State,

121, The Congo affair has marked the start of a new
phase in the evolution of the United Nations. It is our
fervent hope that it will emerge as the world's indis=-
pensable agency for pouring oil on troubled waters.
We must admit that the world is entering a period of
acute crisis, with the cold war at its peak, but the
most interesting and perhaps hopeful sign is that all
significant campaigns involved in the cold war are
being fought out in the United Nations. The gathering
at this momentous session of the General Assembly
of an unprecedented number of Heads of State or of
Government itself is a tribute to the new importance
of the United Nations forum in world affairs,

122, Mrs. MEIR (Israel): With the admission of six-
teen new Members we all feel that we are in the
presence of a revolutionary moment inhumanhistory.
These countries represent millions upon millions of
people who are now, for the first time, experiencing
sovereignty and freedom in the modern world. Nothing
is so debasing as national dependence and inequality,
and nothing is so exhilarating as national independence
and equality, No nation has been ordained to rule over
others, or has been fated to be ruled by others. And
I maintain that even the best foreign rule cannot take
the place of self=rule, It is because thesebasic truths
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are today universally accepted, that the new countries
were welcomed in our midst with such genuine joy.

123, But, may I suggest that there are two dangers
that face those of us who have emexrged as newly in-
dependent States: first, lingering in the past; and
second, the illusion that political independence will
provide automatic solutions for all problems,

124, What do I mean by lingering in the past? It is
natural that many new peoples should have unhappy,
and in some cases, bitter memories, It is understand-
able that many ofthem shouldfeel a sense of grievance
against their former rulers and should view their
present plight as the legacy of the past. It is to them
a painful paradox that, while some countries have
problems of surpluses and over~production, they
should have been left behind in poverty. As they look
about them at their lands, rich with minerals and
vegetation--gold and diamonds, bauxite, iron and cop~
per, cocoa and cotton, sugar and rubber—-they must
come to the conclusion that it was not God's will that
they should be hungry.

125, How can we expect Africans to be impressed
by the feats of the space age, when so many of their
own people still are illiterate? You cannot expect the
mother in an African village to be elated over the
advance of medicine in the world when she sees her
children suffering from trachoma, tubercutosis and
malaria, All this must be understood. It is natural
that all the suffering and degradation should be re-
membered by these new free peoples. No people can
build its future if it does not remember its past, But
a people cannot live only by brooding over the past; it
must invest all its energy and ability in the future,

126, 1 speak on behalf of an ancient people whose
past for thousands of years has been full of tragedy,
racial discrimination and humiliation. It has heen
engaged in a continuous struggle to preserve itsiden~
tity and its very survival=a struggle reaching its
climax in our own lifetime, inthe Nazi design to reach
a "final solution to the Jewish problem" by genocide;
that is, by the extermination of a whole people. Not
for one moment do we intend to forget all that. Nor
have we forgotten that our struggle for our rights in
Palestine, under what became in effect a colonial
régime, often took on tragic aspects. Yet, when we
today survey our modest achievements, after thirteen
years of statehood, we know that they were attained
not by grieving; with our memories of the past infact,
we bent all our energies on the building of the future.

127. This leads me to the second of the dangers which
I have mentioned, and which I am sure is apparent to
all our friends gsitiing here for the first time. How
well we all know that independence is not only a cul=
mination of ardent dreams and aspirations, It is not
only a victory after a long andheartbreaking struggle.
It is all that, but it is also an overwhelming challenge.
There are now innumerable problems and dangers to
he faced,

128, We, the nev- countries, have gained our inde-
pendenice in an era of man's greatest achievements,
In parts of the world the standard of living and de-
velopment have reached fantastic heights. We should
not be toid to go slow in our development; we should
not e teld that the advances of the developed countries
have taken generations and centuries to attain, We
oannot wait. We must develop quickly. As a friend
from Kenya who visited Israel said: "Must I walk in

an age of jet planes just because those that now have
jets were walking generations ago? "

129, This challenge is one not only for the new
nations, but for the entire world, Much has been said
and done about what I would call "first ald"; the shar
ing of food; the transfer of surplus to the hungry. But
I wish to say--we will never be really free as long
as our children need to be fed by others, Our ireedom
will be complete only when we have learned to bring
forth from our own soii ihe foodthat we need. The cry
that goes out from: ihe African and Asian continents
today is: share with us not only food, but also your
knowledge of how to produce it. The inequality in the
world today is not only in the gap of material things,
but what is even more frightening, in the gap between
those that literally reach for the moon and those who
do not know how to reach efficiently into their own
soil to produce their daily needs.

130, To satisfy the hunger of the mind is no less
urgent than to satisfy the hunger for bread. The ques=
tion is how the world can organize itself to span the
time=lag of generations and stare this kmowledge with
those who need it. The science and technology of our
century that have been available to the industrially
advanced States must be made avaiizble freely and
fully to the new nations towards the solution of their
acute economic, social and health problems,

131. The United Naticns and its specialized agencies
are devoting ever more attention to these crucial
problems, In particular, through the twin instruments,
the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance and
the Special Fund, skills and "know=how" are being
freely shared between nations at different stages of
economic progress, and latent resources are being
surveyed ang readied for development. The over=all
scope of\thése activities is more than double today
what it was barely three years ago, but the articulate
need for such assistance has grown even faster, The
urgent demands of the newly independent nations in
particular make it imperative to increase the re=
sources at the disposal of the United Nations for this
purpose. From our own experience we know thebene=
ficial results of United Nations assistance, and, within
the limits of our possibilities, we are willing to in=-
crease our active participation in this g'reat venture
of international co-operation.

132, In an effort to help build a bridge between the

two worlds—that of scientific progress and that of

national liberation=the International Conference on

Science in the Advancement of New States was con=
vened by the Weizmann Institute of Science and the

Israel Ministry of Education at Rehavoth, Israel, a

few weeks ago. By the circumstances of her history,

israel feels a sense of kinship with each of these two

worlds. We are a part, however modest, of the con=

temporary scientific and technological movement, At

the same time, we are one of the thirty~five nations

which have achieved their sovereignty since the United

Nations was founded, and with most of those new.
nations we enjoy relations of friendship and mutual

respect. The object of the Rehovoth Conference, as

defined by its sponsors more than a year ago, was 10

"explore the capacity of science and technology to ad=

vance the life of nations which have not yet reached

a momentum of development".

133, Those were the circumstances in which Israel
played host for two remarkable weeks to an inter=
national gathering of unique composition, On the one A
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hand, we had in our midst leading Cabinet Ministers,
univergity presidents, technicians and high government
officials of many States, especially from Asia and
Africa, whose chief problem is that of supplement=
ing constitutional freedom by a swifter economic and
gocial progress, On the other hand, we welcomed
eminent scientists whose achievements have trans=
formed the pattern and prospect of life upon earth,
These two groups of men=-the statesmen of developing
nations and the leaders of modern science=strove
~ hard to come together in a genuine communion of miad
and spirit,

134, Forty natlons were represented at the Confer=
ence~more than half of them from Asia and Africa.
Also in attendance were representatives and observers
from United Nations agencies and from foundations
concerned with development and education in new

gocieties. The Conference adoptedthe Rehovoth Decla=

ration [A/4570], which recommended that:

"(a) The governments of developing States should
regard the furtherance of science and technology as
a major objective of their national policies and make
appropriate provision for funds and opportunities
‘to achieve this end.

"(b) In the secondary and higher educational gys=-
tems of new and developing States, accelerated
programmes should be undertaken with a view to
establishing a bedy of scientific workers and tech=
nical experts. :

"(d) Until such time as their own scientific man-
power is adequate, new and developing States would
be well advised to seek the help of scientific ad=
visers and experts from friendly couniries and
international agencies to help them develop ascien=
tific practice and tradition..."

The Conference appealed to the more advanced coun=
tries to extend such aid.

135, The Israel delegation wiil return to this subject
in the appropriate Committee during this session, It
may be possible for the General Assembly to adopt a
resolution embodying some of the ideas which I have
here outlined.

136, Now, while it is true that science andtechnology
can provide the keys of knowledge, a. major part of
the capital needs for development must still be pro=-
vided from outside sources. The International Bank
for Reconstruction and Development and other inter=-
naticnal agencies are making splendid efforts to meet

~ these needs, but the resources at their command are

insufficient to win the race against population pres=
sures, What is required is an initial injection of de-
velopment capital on so massive a scale that it can
put into motion self-perpetuating local forces of eco=
nomic growth, It is ironic that at present the most
spectacular expansion and the most rapid rise in the
standards of life are taking place not in the backward
but in the advanced countries--and the gap is widening
every day instead of narrowing. No trickle of new
capital can arrest this growingimbalance and promote
a better equilibrium, I would merely mention that in
the last five years production in the United States has

- inereased 25 per cent; and, what is more startling,

In Western Europe it has increased 48 per cent in

this period, thus making that area a major economic
force in the world.

137, The Governor ¢of the Bank of Israel, in a recent
address at the Conference of the Board of Governors
of the International Bank for Reconstruction and De=
veiopment, pointed out that if 2 per cent of the annual
gross product of the industrialized nations that are
members of the Bank pould be diverted into building
up the under-developed nations, this would represent
an amount of $17,000 million a year--an amount which
would impart a real momentum te the forward march
of the under-developed countries. One should add to
this a similar contribution on the part of the vast and
rapidly increasing national product of the Soviet Union
and other industrialized countries outside the Bank,
This, together with the possible savings of the de-
veloping countries themselves, could no doubt coms
pletely transform the present situation and ensure in
a not too distant future a happier life of ever=growing
opportunity for men everywhere on our earth,

138, This may sound extravagant, until we translate
it into terms of human welfare for the greater part
of mankind, That welfare carnot be achieved by con=
gratulatory speeches on Independence Day, but only
through s dramatic, pooled effort by the leading in-
dusirial countries,

139. Allow me to turn now to the situation in the
Congo (Leopoldville). At the outset lei me make the
position of my Government and people clear. It is:
the Congo for the Congolese.

140. My delegation believes that the Congolese peo=
ple, and they alone, have the right to decide under
what type of constitution they want to live, Moreover,
we support the opinion that the fragmentation of the
new States is not in the interest ofthe African peoples
themselves, Nobody who is sincerely a friend of the
African peoples would want to gain any political or
economic advantage at their expense, and only their
enemies can wish to bring their continent into the
orbit of the cold war.

141, The United Nations must do everything possible
to prevent cuigide Powers from making the Congo, or
any other African country, a hunting ground for their
political interests. It is only the United Nations which
should be enirusted with the task of assisting the
Congolese people to solve these intricate and tragie
problems, Although we may not always be in perfect
agreement with the Secretary-General, it is my Gov=
ernment’s opinion that he has most conscientiously
carried out his task in the Congo.

142. My delegation believes that technical assistance
tc 211 new countries should flow through various chan=
nels: the Tnited Nations, other multilateral arrange=
ments, and bilateral agreements. But in a troubled
situation like that in the Congo it is, we believe, ad=
visable that every kind of aid should gothrough United
Nations chavnels, This, of course, must be the situa~
tion regarding all military aid to the Congo.

143, My delegation wishes to express its sincere
hope that the leaders of the Congo will find a way of
pooling all their erergies and talents for the conw
structive work so necessary for the welfare of their
pecple. '

144, A suggestion has been made that the office of
the Secretary~Gereral should be reorganized and

e amg o SR el N
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should be composed of three Secretaries instead of
one, It has further been suggested that each of the
three should have a veto power. In my delegation's
view this practice would lead to paralysis., We have
the Security Council with the veto power ondecisions,
and we are now askedto create a system of veto power
on implementation, My delegationtherefo:e associates
itself with the view that the present system must be
retained,

145, In the fateful debate on disarmament there is
one encouraging aspect: the general admission that
nobody could now win a world war, This may be a
basis for the hope that no side will wilfully begin a
war. But a war causedby miscalcuiation inthis atomic
age can destroy all mankind, and it would really mat-
ter little to us what the post-mortem findings might
be. The vital aim is that civilization remain alive,

146, It is extremely frustrating and terrifying for
us, the small nations, to listen to the debate between
the great Powers, for they are dealing with the fate
of all of us,

147, Is it not tragic irony that nothing seems to cre-
ate such tension as the discussion of peace, disarma-
ment and coexistence? My delegation is inclined to
accept the explanation, put forth by several repre-
gsentatives, for the lack of progress, The real reasons
for failure in this field till now are fear and the lack
of confidence. Cannot the Powers concerned agree to
the assumption that ail want peace and disarmament,
and then accept the practical suggestion made by
Mr. Macmillan [877th meeting] for a technical study?
My delegation would respectfully make one further
suggestion: give the technicians a limited time-=say,
three or six months—and during that time let the
Powers agree to a complete moratorium in the cold
war, in words and deeds. Let the cold war cool off,
Let us give the technicians, or rather the world, a
fair chance. What risk do we run if this is accepted?
The experiment may fail=but maybe it will succeed?
We dare not give up hope; the alternative is too
frightening,

148, Israel, on its part, is committed to a policy of
disarmament; not only is it so committed generally,
but it has also adopted a specific policy in this field,
One of the planks in the Israesl Government's pro=-
gramme, as approved by Parliament, is the complete
disarmament of Israel and the Arab States under
mutual inspection and control, We are not impressed
by lofty speeches on world disarmament and peace
by leaders who do not practice at home what they
preach abroad, Our area, the Middle East, is a trou=
bled area and an under=-developed one, Neither Israsl
nor its neighbours can afford an arms race; the needs
of the men, women and children of all our countries
cry out againgt it,

149, My delegation listened very sttentively to the
principles of peace, negotiation, preservation of the
United Nations Charter, as professed from this ros-
trum [873rd meeting] by the President of the United
Arab Republic, We accept these prailseworthy prin=
ciples. And sec I here ask the President of the United
Arabp Republic: Is he prepared to do as he advises
Mr, Eisenhower and Mr. Khrushchev to do, namely, to
meet and negotiate? Is he prepared to meet Mr, Ben=
Gurion, the Prime Minister of Israel, for negotiation
of peace, or at least an agreement on non-aggression?
And we put the same question to the King of Jordan,
the Prime Minister of the Lebanon and all the other

Arab leaders. On behsalf of my Prime Minister, I say
he is prepared for such a meeting without any pree
conditions, immediately, here or at any other place
proposed to him,

150, Israel welcomes the plea by the Presidert of
Ghana for the recognition of the political realities in
the Middle East and is willing to accept his suggestion
for finding means to make it "impossible either for
Israel to attack any of the Arab Statesor for the Arab
States to attack Israel" [869th meeting, para. 85], We
were also struck by the wise words of the Prime
Minister of Nepal, when he said that "the solution of
the problem confronting the Middle East lies in the
direction of recognizing and accepting the political
realities that prevail there today" [878th meeting,
para. 208] and called for a "realistic and practical
solution" [ibid,] of tha Arab-Israel conflict. Ths
President-elect of Uruguay, too, issued an eloquent
call for a negotiated peace. The Foreign Minister of
Ciuatemala and other representatives made similar
pleas.

151, In the course of this debate « number of Arab
spokesmen have attacked my country and tried to re-
write the history of the events which attended its birth,
I do not propose taking up the time of the Assembly
by replying to any of these representatives individually
or correcting the manifold distortions in their state=-
ments, I will confine myself tc a few general obser«
vations, for the sake of the record and for the benefit
of those delegations which are not familiar with the
background,

152, The President of the United Arab Republic spoke
of an error in the Middle East that is to be corrected,
May 1 be allowed to quote here only one of his many
prb{ovl?eements illustrating the method of correction
he evidently has in mind? Referring to Israel ina
speech before the Executive of the National Union at
Damietta on 8 May 1960, President Nasser said: "We
hereby proclaim our determination to retrieve our
rights by the force of our arms,"

153. I ask: Is this according to the United Nations
Charter? Is this in accordance wiih his call for peace?
Is economic hoycott, as practised by the United Arab
Republic against Israel, in keeping with the Charter
and with his lofty pronouncements of peace on earth?
And do decisions of the Security Council bind the
United Arab Republic, or does it enjoy a special sta=
tus? I the United Arab Republic is not preparedto
implement the Security Council's decisions on the
question of shipping in the Suez Canal, then how will
it base its right, if eiected to the Security Council,
to tell others that there must be no war or threat of
war, that all questions must be resolved by peaceful
negotiations, and that Security Council decisions must
be observed? |

154, Now, what is the error in the Middle East that
certain Arab spokesmen desire to see corrected? Is
an independent Jewish State in that area an accident
or an innovation? Every mountain, every valley in
our country, as mentioned in the Book of Books, telis
of our belonging, of our being there. The years of
dispersion form one of the moat tragic chapters ir
human history, but also a unique chapter of faith and
determination—the story of a wandering people, scat=
tered all over the world, always remembering where
it came from and never for a moment giving up it
hope and determination to return, Massacres, hate,
humiliation, discrimination-that was our lot, We with-J
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stood all that only because we never gave up hope for
national independence and individual dignity. Anc¢ did
the desert in Israel bloom as long as we were in
exile? Did trees cover the Judean hills, were marshes
drained? No--rocks, desert, marshes, malaria, tra=
choma==this is what characterized the country before
we came back. B ‘

155. In 1947, when the United Nations by a more than
two-thirds majority took its decision [resolution
181 (ID] on the establishment of the Jewish State, it
was we who called upon the Arab population in the
country and the Arab States toimplement this decision
in peace with us, Instead, on 15 May 1948, seven Arab
armies marched across their borders, to "correct
the error® of the United Natiens, with the proclaimed
purpose of destroying the resolution by force of arms,
of wiping out our cities, villages and population. We
had to meet the invading armies virtually unarmed,
and the flower of our youth fell upon the battlefields
defending their homes and families and the honour of
their people, Their graves are scaiiered acrcss our
countryside. : \

156, And then came the call by the Arab leaders to
the Arab population in Israel to leave immediately,
promising them that within a maiter.of daysthey would
be back to divide among them the spoils of the Jews
who would have been thrown into the sea.

157. We are the last peopie to be insensitive to the
question of refugees. We are the classic people of
refugees, Over the last twelve years we have accepted
over a million refugees into Israel, of whom over
500,000 came from Iraq, Yemen, Egypt, Syria and
other Arab lands, No Jews came out of the country
represented here by Mr, Shukairy because no Jew is
allowed or has ever been allowed ever to live there,
Three hundred thousand Jews came from displaced
persons' camps in Germany, Ifaly and elsewhere.
Three years after the war, these wretched remnants
of Europe's Jewry, six million of whom were slaugh~
tered by the Nazis, were still the unwanted people of
the'world. They had no seven Jewish Statesto receive
them, They had only the reborn State of Israel,

158, Those Arabs on the other hand who left our
country did not go into strange lands; they crossed
the borders into the same countries from which the
invading armies came, They speak the same language,
they hold the same religion, they are of the same
culture, Why are they not' absorbed, as we absorbed
our refugees; as we housed and employed the 240,000
Arabs that are in Israel today; and the half million
Jews that left the Arab countries and were forced to
leave everything behind them? They came tous naked,
sick and without skill, but they have become a vital
factor in our development,

159. There has been a great homecoming of our peo=-
ple, not, as has been suggested here, of people dragged
through Zionist machinations from comfortable and
happy homes elsewhere; in the main, those that came
were destitute refugees, They are our own brothers,
and we have welcomed them and given them a new
life with us, whatever the sacrifices and burdens that
it entails, and we will continue to do so.

160, As to the solution of the Arab refugee problem,

objective observers have said over and over again

that there is one -factor and one only standing in the

;‘;}&.e and that is the political policy of the Arab
rs. .

161. I reject the contention that when I say this I am
saying something contrary to any United Nations reso=
lution, The General Assembly resolution of 1948 [194
(IIN] is frequently invoked in this respect, and just
as frequently misquoted.

162. Moreover, I do not believe that Arab spokesmen
are in a fitting moral position to be sanctimonious
about United Nations resolutions. The Arab States
not merely refused to implement the partition resolus=
tion of 1947, but by the force of arms tried to annul
it. The Arab aggression in Palestine against Israel
and the United Nations is the one and only reason for
the existence of the Arab refugee problem, Yet, in
spite of that we permitted the return into Israel of
more than 40,000 Arab refugees on humanitarian
grounds in order to permit the reunion of families.

163. It is also a fact that the Security Council reso=-
lutions calling for free and unhampered navigation
in the Suez Canal have been andstill are openly defied
by the United Arab Republic,

164. Ever since the Arab aggression sgainst Israel
in 1948 we have called on our neighbours to negotiate
in order to settle all problems at issue between us
and to conclude a peacw. So far they have refused to
do so aund they insist on maintaining a state of war
against 1srael, a fellow Member of the United Nations.

165. We again call most solemnly to the leaders of
the Arab States: let us sit down in a free, not pre~
conditioned conference, to discuss peace. We are
convinced that that is the only realistic approach.
And when there is peace between us, let us with united
strength develop the entire region for the welfare of
all our peoples.

166. I wish to turn now to a subject which seems to
my delegation to be of extreme importance. The life
of the United Nations is not becoming simpler but,
on the contrary, more difficult and it seemsto us that
there is one way only to keep this Organization, upon
which the hopes of the entire world depend, alive and
active. That is to live up strictlytothe United Nations
Charter, The Charter does not allow for a state of
war among Member States; the Charter does not al-
low for boycott of Member States; it is not in keeping
with the spirit of the Charter to bring pressure upon
one Member State in order to prevent it from having
dipiomatic . relations with another Member State. A
propaganda of hate is contrary to the spirit of the
Charter. We believe that compromising with prin-
ciples does not assure the efficient functioning of the
United Nations,

167. And, in conclusion, we wish to saythe following,
The United Nations has come sufficiently near the
brink for all of us to behold the abyss; it is large
enough tc swallow all of us, big and small., It is time
for us, the small nations of the world, the new nations
just beginning our own independent lives, to cry out
in unison to the big Powers: You must come to some
modus _vivendi in this world by which we all can live
in peace. You must find a way for disarmament and
lift the threat of the scourge of war from over our
heads,

168, We small countries have the moral right to make
this plea. But moral rights impose responsibilities,
The moral right and status of the small countries are
entirely dependent on their readiness at all times to
conduct their own mutual relations in strict accord=
ance with the Charter of the Organization, to comppse
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the differences between them by peaceful means, to
co=operate for their mutual progress and by so doing
make their own essential contribution to the cause of
peace and the progress of mankind,

169. The PRESIDENT: 1 call. on the representative
of Ghana in exercise of the right of reply.

170. Mr. ASANTE (Ghana): In a statement before
the General Assembly on 7 October, Mr. Garin, the
Chairman of the Portuguese delegation, made an un-
founded allegation against the President of Ghana,
Perhaps I may remind you of what Mr, Garin said:

"At this point, I must confess that it was pain-
ful for me to hear the President of Ghana saying
that what he called, probably in a facetious vein,
'the Portuguese arrangement' was repugnant to any
concept of African freedom. It appears then that the
President of Ghana shares 2 political philosophy ac=
cording to which African freedom is incompatible and
cannot coexist with multi-racial countries or socie~
ties, free as they may be, onaccount of some kind of
inevitable conflict of races and cuitures. The gravity
of such a concept is undeniable, particularly when
applied to the African continent where sc many
multi-racial societies and countries exist. For our
part, we repudiate any concept of racial exclusive=
ness, Throughout our history, we have slways re=-
jected racialism, either ethnically, culturally or
politically, and we are not prepared to accept it
now, despite the meaning we read into the words of
the President of Ghana." [892nd meeting, para, 32.]

171, Here indeed is a clear implication that the
President of Ghana was preaching racialism, that he
was calling for an all black Africa, that he wanted all
the non=-black Africans thrown into the sea. And what,
in fact, did the President say? I can do no better than
quote the actual words of the President of Ghana:

"Portugal, a member of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization has by her metropolitan law claimed
the territories she has colonized in Africa as an
integral part of Portugal. I have always emphasized
that Africa is not, and can never be, an extension
of Europe, and this Portuguese arrangement is re-
pugnant to any concept of African freedom." [869th
meeting, para. 43.]

172, That was all the President said on "the Portu-
guese arrangement®. It is needless to explain that my
President was referring to the Portuguese arrange-
ment, by means of which an African territory is, by
the stroke of a Portuguese pen in Lisbon, made a part
of Portugal, By this device, modern colonialists
hope to avoid discusaion of their dark deeds in this
Assembly. :

173. The President of Ghana spoke against the dig-
ingenuous attempi tc enslave Africans, and not in
gupport of racialism. The Government of Ghana main=
tains that no African wants to be a Portuguese or any
other European, Too long has it been the fashion to
disparage the African character. Africa is no exten=
gion of Europe and any disingenuous attempt to main-
tain an inglorious colornial régime in Africa by an
extension of the boundaries of Europe into Africa will
constitute a threat to world peace. It is the hope of
the delegation of Ghana that members of the Assem=-
bly will not be lulled to sleep by the suggestion of
Mr. Garin that all is quiet in Angola and the other
Portuguese territories. The situation is explosive, It

dne,

wag quiet in the ex-Belglan Congo not long ago. The
peacefui atmosphere which Mr, Garin ascribed ma
well be the calm before the storm, '

174, No amount of misrepresentation of my President
by the Chairman of the Portuguese delegation will
alter the facts that a raging hurricane blows over
Africa today and in its wake the pleaof Africa is per«
sistent and clear: "Leave Africa alone to develop and
project its own African personality.” ‘

175. Portugal attempts to stem the tide of history
by a futile legalistic device and holds before us the
counterfeit spectro of a racial partnership in which
a handful of indigenous Africans, joined by the bulk
of Portuguese settlers and expatriates, oppress the
vast majority of Africans whose lot is a mixture of
forced labour, ignorance and squalor, It is this device
which the President of Ghana deplored, and not the
existence of different races in the same country, as
the Chairman of the Portuguese delegation wouldhave
us believe, ‘

176. Portugal may well feel strongly about a civiliz=
ing mission in Africa and the need to carry the forms
of government and the conditions of modern Portugal
into Africa. All we ask is that Portugal recognize the
fact that Africans may well feel differently. Africans
may not think much of what goes onin Portugal today,
Above all, they wanttobe Africans andnot Portuguese,

177. The PRESIDENT: I call on the representative
of Guatemala who wishes to exercise his right of
reply.

178, Mr. CORONADO LIRA (Guatemala) (translated
from Spanish): At the General Asgembly's 892nd meet=
n 7 October 1960, the Cuban representative,
eéxercising his right of reply, made what he called a
true and serious accusation,

179. I shall now, also exercising the right of reply,
address myself to that accusation, which involves un=-
founded charges against my country. The accusation
made by the Guatemalan Government on 5 Gctober
was not refuted by the Cuban representative; on the
contrary, resorting to his usual language, he made a
series of slanderous charges against Guatemala.

180. The first thing that occurs to Mr, Roa—who in

‘this follows the Red tactics adoptedbyhis Government

whenever a country repudiates communismeis that
that sovereign country has fallen into the clutches of
the United States. Just as today he accuses my Gov~
vernment, Mr, Roa stated at Havana, on a television
programme, that various Latin American Governments
were also under the infiuence of the United States.

181. My delegation wishes to make it quite clearthal
Guatemala is a sovereign, free and absolutely inde-
pendent State, which is no one's tool; that its present
Government derives its authority from an electoral
process in which the people freely expressed its will;
and consequently, that the political life of Guatemala
is governed by an absolutely democratic and consti-
tutional system involving free choice,

182, Would that Mr. Roa were able to say that the
Government which he represents derived its authority
from a popular vote and not from a successful armed
uprising, supported by bayonets, and would that that
Governmert were also subject to choice, instead of
the intention being that Prime Minister Castro, as he
himself has publicly announced, should be succeeded



897th meeting — 10 October 1960

595

by his brother Radl, just as in a monarchy, as he
described it here!

183, The Government which i8 really trapped is that
represented by Mr. Roa in this Assembly: it has
fallen into the clutches of Muscovite communism, It
accordingly follows the policy of continually attack-
ing Guatemala, with a view to changing Guatemala's
present democratic institutions, since commumism
cannot forglve Guatemala for being the first country
in the world in which anentrenched communist régime
was overthrown by the sovereign will of its free
people.

184, I say that Cuba has entered the Soviet orbit,
hecause nothing else can be said of a Government
whose Prime Minister assumes all the three powers
of the State and exercises them with no restriction
whatever; of a régime which overturns the legal sys-
tem, overrides the principles of law and punishes
indiscriminately, first those whom it calls war crimi-
nals, then those who merely oppose it, and finally
those who do not think like it. It restricts proper-
ty rights, nationalizes industry, confiscates landed
property, intervenes in public utilitiss, eliminates
private initiative, places transport, education, the
professions, labour, agriculture, mining and business
under its control, violates individual freedom, sup-
presses the right of habeas corpus, muzzles the
Pregs, and imposes itself, by terror and force of
arms, on workers, students and peasants.

185. According to Cuban Soviet mentality, individuals
and countries are moved by venality alone, and hence
Cuba's frequent allegations that my Government is
the creation of a fruit company and acts accordingly.
This has become an old refrain of the Castro régime.
Anything that opposes its communist system must
have been suborned by foreign monopolies or by the
United States Department of State,

186. The Cuban dictatorship cannot conceive that
anyone might disagree withitexcept for venal reasons.
The Cuban Ambassadors at posts of vital importance
for Cuba such as Rome, Washington, London andBonn,
and in American countries like El Salvador and Hon-
duras, who have resigned from the service of their
Government, belong to those who have "sold out" to
the North Americans. And in this connexion there
might be noted a curious precedent which has heen
established in regard to diplomatic asylum: the Cuban
Ambassadors who happened to be intheir own country,
in Cuba, have sought refuge in forsign Embasaies.

187. In the Castro view, the journalists who, in the
conviction that they can no longer serve 2 policy in-
spired by Peking and Moscow, seek asylum in for-
eign countries are not citizens exercising freedom of
opinion in regard to their country's interests, but are
simply men who have succumbed to the lure of foreign
gold.

188, We Guatemalans have heard quite enough about
the mo-called "case of Guatemala", a phrase which
seeks to convey the idea that our countryhas been the
victim of aggression by a Power on this Continent.
This, as our Foreign Minister has emphatically stated
[874th meeting], is absolutely false. It was the people
of Guatemala who, tired of the continual violation of
its freedom and of the massacres of the people per-
petrated by the communist hordes of Arbenz Guzmén,
the present protégé of the Castro régime, inJune 1954
waged the battle of liberation which overthrew that

Government. No foreigners intervened in the libera-
tion of my country, and Castro's followers know this
very well, because, when the liberation movement was
in preparation in 1953, the so-called Spanish Republi=
can General Alberto Bayo offered us his pamphlet on
the Republican guerrillas, which we refused hecause
we wanted no forelgn interference, Great was our
surprise to learn that the instructions in these pam-
phlets were being used by the guerrillas in the Sierra
Maestra and that, after his victory in 1959, a gentle-
man named "Ch&" Guevara published the pamphlet
which we In the Peninsula had rejected five years
before, under the title Guerra de guerrillag (Guerrilla
Warfare), and had it introduced into Paraguay, Peru
and other Latin American countries inordertofoment
communist subversion in the continent.

189. The Cuban representative says he is not sur-
prised that from time to time we accuse his Govern-
ment of attempting to subvert the internal order of
Guatemala; he shrugs this off by sayingthatthe alarm
clock will ring at the hour for which it is set. Indeed,
Mr. Roa, that clock is being set by the present Cuban
Government in its constant attempts at aggression,
and on each occasion it sounds the alarm of my coun~
try. I have here a cable commenting on the report in
the daily newspaper Revolucién, the organ of Castro's
26th of July Movement, which fully confirms the fact
that an armed schooner, La Cubana, was observed off
the coast of Guatemala and fled under the machine~
gun fire of our air force,. It further confirms that the
gschooner was obliged to douse its lights and hastily
make for the Mexican coast, but that it ran aground
at Cozumel, I am reminded of the legal axiom used
by Mr. Roa: "If one party confesses, no evidence is
needed." There is only one small discrepancy between
the version given by the official Cuban newspaper and
the charge levelled by my country: while we assert
that the vessel was attempting to land a cargo of
arms, the Cuban Government wishes us to believe
that, although the extremely rich fishing grounds off
the coasts of Campeche and Yucatdn, in Mexlico, lie
less than 200 miles from Cuban territory, the Cuban
vessel made a very lengthy voyage of more than 500
miles in oxder to arrive at the exceedingly poor fish~
ing grounds off the Atlantic coast of Guatemala.

190, And it was on the hasis of this attempted un~
loading that we made a complaint before the General
Assembhly [874th meeting] and that the Government of
my country issued the communiqué on the subject, to
which the Cuban representative, maliciously and with
his traditional reliance on fraud and calumny, has
added the claim that United States military bases,
the existence of which I emphatically deny, have been
established in my country.

191. Mr, Roa states that everyone is well aware of
the tactics which the State Department employs to
overthrow a Government wishing to free itself from
United States economic exploitation, andwhich consist
of appealing to any one of its known satellites in order
to use it as a base for operations against that Gov-
ernment; and he added that my country was a victim
of those tactics in 1954, Apart from the fact that that
statement is completely false, a8 we have manytimes
repeated, my delegation would like to know which sup-
posed satellite, in the Cuban representative’s fertile
imagination, was asked to help in order to overthrow
the communist régime of Jacobo Arbenz Guzmén.



596

General Assembly =~ Fifteenth Session = Plenary Meetings

192, In its statement of 7 October [892nd moceting],
the Cuban delegation accusedus of having given asylum
to persons whom the Castiro régime was pursuing,
and whom it called "hardened war criminals" and
#gepoys' of the international conspiracy". Apart from
pointing out that sepoys were Indian soldiers in the
gervice of a European Power, I must state that my
country scrupulously observes the right of asylum=
which is one of the greatest achievements of Latin
American law--and has granted that right to political
refugees within its proper limitations; thus—for the
information of the Cuban delegation—it has expelled
those wiid have abused that right by attempting to
engage in political activity against the present Cuban
Government.

193. I shall proceed to refufe, one by one, the sub-
stantive allegations pointing, in the fertile imagination
of the Cuban delegation, to intervention against his
country, allegations which were publishedinthe Cuban
review Hoy some weeks ago; but first I should like
to consider how much reliance can be placed on the
representatives of Mr. Fidel Castro.

194. Did we not hear on 6 January 1959 from the lips
of Mr, Castre, when he arrived at the Presidential
Paiace at Havana, these words, which I quote: "I re=
peat my unconditional support for the President of the
Republic®—a President whohadbeen appointed before=-
hand by the revolutionary "junta® at Miami? When he
assumed the duties of Prime Minister, did he not re=
peat the same idea when he made the following state=-
ment, which I likewise quote: "I shall be here as
long as I enjoy the confidence of the President of the
Republic. It would be superfluous for me to reaffirm
my respect for the hierarchy.” We all knowthe extent
to which those oaths were kept sofar as ‘he President,
Dr. Manuel Urrutia, was concerned.

195, Who can swallow the accusations made by the
representatives of Mr. Castro, who, on the occasion
of his triumphal entry into Havana affer the success
of his revolution, stated to Mr, Wangiiemert, a jour-
nalist, the following, and I quote: "Within a period of
eighteen months, more or less,there will be elections,
The political parties will be organized within eight to
ten months,” It is unnecessary to saythatthese words
were uttered more than twenty months ago.

196, Who can believe a person who on 27 January
1959, in Venezuela, gave the following assurance,
which I quote: "We shall also have acongress in Cuba
within less than two years." I should iike to know who
can give credence to a person who has committeéd all
the acts that are known to us within the short space
of twenty months, yet who, in February 1959, used
these words, which I quote: "What are our procedures?
Well, absolute respect for human rights, for the human
person,.." How easy and convenient it is tohave Martf
on one's lips and Marx in one's heart!

197. 1 shall now deal with the Cuban accusations.

198, First. It is not true that, as the Cuban repre=
sentative asserts, cdventurers of some kind are enter-
ing my country; it is an even grosser falsehood to
claim that such adventurers are receiving military
training at the "Inca" or any other estate. Nor is it
true that the Ministry of Defence has prohibitedflights
in that region. With regard to the "Helvetia" estate,
we have there atraining centre for counter-guerrillas,
the instruction being given to our own troops; this is

necessary because of the impending Cuban invasion,
as I shall state later on,

199. Second. The detachments of troops stationed on
my country’s Atlantic coast are there solely in virtue
of the most elementary right of self-defence, to repel
landing attempts such as that made by the armed
schooner La Cubana.

200, Third, The area of Retalhuleu is one ofthe most
prosperous of the Guatemalan Republic's western
regions, and for that reason it has been provided with
an airport to meet its commercial needs. The airport's
existence is no secret, since its inauguration was ate
tended by the entire diplomatic corps. Only someone
completely unacquainted with Guatemalan geography
could assert that goods would be 1anded at the airport
of the port of SanJosé for overlandtransport to Retal-
huleu, when the two airports are separated by only a
few minutes' flight,

201, Fourth, With 'regard to the Poptin airport, to
which the Cuban representative Mr. Roahas referred,
we are happy to inform him that it was brought into
being by the Government of Mr, Arévalo and enlarged
by the Government of the communist Jacobo Arbenz
Guzmién, who is a great friend and protégé of the
régime represented here by Mr. Roa and who, I sup-
pose, would not have improved it in order to use it
against his present benefactors.

202, Fifth, The Cuban representative claims, with a
great show of anger, that a large stock of arms and
other military equipment exists in the town of Gracias
de Dios. But to my knowledge, thereisin Guatemala—
fortunately, and God, indeed, be thanked for it=-no
town called *Gracias de Dios", much less an imagi~-
nary military stockpile in a non-existent urban area,

203 Sixth, The airport at Carmelita del Petén, also
mentioned by Mr. Roa, serves, as all Guatemalan
aieports do, commercial aviation as well as the needs
of our air force. : . ,

204, Seventh. Tourists come to Guatemala and are
welcomed there, as in any other place that attracts
them, and it is ridiculous to come beforethis Assem-

: bly and accuse thiese tourists of being pilots in dis~

guise, military technicians and international pirates,

205, Eighth, My delegation declares absolutely false
the statement by Mr. Roa that Guatemala has acquired
boinbiers at the high cest of $500,000 each, at a time
when my country is exgeriencing a financial crisis
which prevents it from proceeding with work neces=
sary to its material progress; it is also untrue that
there are at the La Aurora airport bombers with
Cuban markings. This airport is an international ore,
used by aircraft of all nationalities, and anyone can
see the installations there.

206, It has thus been clearly shown that it is not
Guatemala which is trying to interfere in the domes-
tic affairs of another American country, but rather
the reverse: it is Cuba which, as I said before, is, in
accordance with communist practice, attempting to
subvert other American countries, and especially
Guatemala, where the communists, as they have not
forgotten, received their first defeat.

207, We do not, like the Cuban delegation, speak on
the basis of fabrications. Mr. Fidel Castro's saying,
that the objectives of the Sierra Maestra must be ex=
tended to the Andes, is well known. The invasion of

-
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Panama is fresh in our memory; at that time Guate~
mala came to the assistance of a sister Republic which
had been unjustly attacked, And, as if that were not
enough, in the Havana Declaration, issued barely a
month ago and regarded by the Cuban Government as
an official statement, the duly constituted Governments
of Latin America are described as usurpers of the
official representation of their peoples and an appeal
is made to the ragged, the half-breeds, the gauchos
anpd the peasants, the heirs of Zapata and Sandino--in
other words, to all Latin Americans—to take up arms
for their freedom, at which time the people of Cuba
will answer them: "We are here; Cuba will not fail
you,” And lest the Assembly should believe that I am
guilty of inventing, after the manner of our detractors,
I shall read this call to rebellion contained in the
"Havana Declaration" of 2 September 1960; it is as
follows: ‘

"In the struggle for this liberated Latin America,
the obedient voices of those who usurp its official
representation are now met, with invincible force,
by the true voice of the peoples; a voice issuing
from the bowels of its coal and tin mines, from

_ its factories and sugar refineries, and from its feu-
dal lands, where the ragged, the half-breeds, the
gauchos and the peasants—the heirs of Zapata and
Sandino—are taking up arms for their freedom; a

.__/Voice which is echoed by its poets, its novelists, its

students, its women, its children, and its destitute
aged. To this fraternal voice, the Assembly of the

People of Cuba replies: 'We are here; Cuba will not

fail you'."

208, Cuba's persistent interference in Guatemala's
internal affairs has taken the form, for example, of
the sending of money to convert the observance of
1 May into an anti=-Government demonstration, the
instigation .of strikes, the printing of bulletins, the
distributing of pamphlets, the devising of acts of ter-
torism which have unfortunately taken a toll of inno=
cent lives, the sending of "agents provocateurs® and
indoctrinators, and the converting ofthe Cuban Embas=-
8y in Guatemala into a centre for conspiracy against
the present Government. All this has made it neces-
sary for Guatemala to reinforce the precautionary
measures which it had patiently been taking, to break
off diplomatic relations with Cuba, and subsequently
to place itself on guard against aggression.

209, What else could we do in view of the evident
fact that the communist ex-President of Guatemala,
dJacobo Arbenz Guzméin, lives in Havana at the invi=
tation of the Castro régime and receives every kind
of economic and military assistance for the training
of an invasion force with the mission of overthrowing
the present Government of my country? All sorts of
honours are showered upon him=if it can be called
an honour to sit in the presidium together with the
Cuban leaders. His statements are conveyed to the
world by the Cuban Government news agency Prensa
Latina, which reproduced, on 2 September 1960, a
declaration by him which I now quote:

- "Guatemala will soon be liberated and become

 democratic once more, because our people is re-
Solved to pursue the struggle in the manner of you,
the Cubans. My Government made the mistake of
not shooting the dictatorship's hangmen, but I can
now assure them that 1z Guatemala allthe criminals
will be shot."

I hold at the disposal of the Cuban delegation the Pren=~
sa Latina dispatch containing these statements by the
Guatemalan communist Jacobo Arbenz Guzmfn,

210, I must also denounce the attack made on the
military base of Cob4n, in the north of Guatemala,
by Lieutenani Elmo Lavagnino, in company with Cuban
adherents of Castro; these included two Cubans, J.
Mata and Juan Miranda, who, when the attack was
repulsed, fled tc Honduran territory.

211, In view of all this, my Government made a se=-
rious complaint before the Council of the Organization
of Americar States and requested the Inter-American
Peace Committee to visit Guatemala and Cubainorder
to establish that the charges made against Guatemala
were false, but that those Cuban manoeuvres, on the
other hand, were very real. On express instructions
from my Covernment, my delegation hereby confirms
that the request to the Inter~American Peace Com=
mittee to visit Guatemala and Cuba has been repeated
and still stands, Specifically, my Government indicates
that, during its visit to Cuba, the Committee should
investigate the Sierra del Escambray and the Sierra
Maestra, in order to verify the undoubted existence
of jet aircraft, manufactured behind the iron curtain
and manned by Chinese communist pilots and by
Cubans whom those pilots have trained; as well as the
existence of light and heavy tanks, and arms by the
thousands which have just been received from the
Soviet Union for use in a war of aggression in the
mountains,

212, On special instructions from my Government,
and by means of this statement in the Assembly,
I make the accusation, before the world, that Guate=
mala faces imminent invasion by an expeditionary
force, organized, trained and financed in Cuba, which
is composed of Cuban and international communist
adventurers and is headed by the Guatemalan com=-
munist Jacobo Arbenz Guzmén., I say this invasion is
imminent because it has been fixed for a few weeks
from now.

213, ¥ Cuba considers itself no less irnocent than
Guatemala, now is the time for that country to prove
it, by agreeing to the Committee's visit.

214, The Cuban representatives have often claimed,
at international gatherings, that they represent the
peoples of America, K is still fresh in our memory
that Mr. Roa, on walking out of the San José (Costa
Rica) Conference,Z/ said: "I am leaving with my peo=
ple and with me go all the peoples of America." He
has said substarntially the same thing here, as if re=
garding himself as representing all America. No,
gentlemen, you, do not represent America. Latin
America is cormposed of Governments whose power
derives from the will of the people expressed by
means of elections, And when anyone speaks to you
of elections, you at once call him a "mouthpiece of
bourgeois ideology" and a "ackey of North American
imperialism®, as the efficial Cuban organ Hoy has
just called Haya ds ia Torre, who had as¥ed for elec-
tions in Cuba. And in your Havana Declaration, you

- are not estabiishing a new political doctrine, but are

going back to the primitive era in which voting was

Z/Seventh Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs of
the American Republics, held in August 1960, »
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ﬁermitted only to one's own adherents. In the Havana
Declaration we read:

"The National General Assembly of the People of
Cuba expresses Cuba's conviction that democracy
consists not merely in the exercise of an electoral
vote, which is almost always fictitious and manipu=
lated by great landholders and professional politi
cians, but rather in the right ofthe citizens to decide
their own destiny, as this General Assembly of the
Peaple of Cuba is now doing."

215, I should like to draw attention to the following
point: Mr, Castro has told us here, with much pride,
that this Declaration was adopted by the shouis of a
miilion Cubans, who proclaimed it at a meeting in a
public square of Havana, Conceding that a million
suéh individuals exist, we ask: What, Mr, Castre, do
the other five million Cubans think on the subject?

216, In Latin America, the right to property, with
its legal limitations, is respected; but Jet us analyse
a little how this right has developed in Mr, Castro's
philosophy, On 6 February 1959, Mr, Castro declared
his absolute respect for all rights. A few meonths later,
he was already talking of expropriation with compen=
sation. In the Havana Declaration, he spoke only of
expropriation and dropped the compensation; and in
the statement he made here [872nd meeting], he openly
accepted the recommendation, made by Mikoyan at
Havana, for seizure without compensation. What will
the next step be?

217, All America respects the principle of the sepa=
ration of the three powers of government, and, above
all, guarantees for each citizen the sacred right to a
fair trial by an independent judiciary. The Castro
régime, on the other hand, tries cases by means of
the odious special tribunals which were abolished cen-
turies ago but which it now calls "people's courts"—-
that is to say, special courts for the delivery of a
predetermined verdict--and this is how the Castro
system has bathed itself...

218, The PRESIDENT: I do not think the speaker at
the rostrum can reasonably complain of any lack of
indulgence on the part of the Chair; but I do think that
the Chair cannot properly allow him to discuss the
internal, domestic affairs of another country to the
extent to which he is doingnow.Iwould ask him kindly
to continue his remarks without going into a detailed
discussion of the internal affairs of another country.

219, Mr, CORONADO LIRA (Guatemala) (translated
from Spanish): I shall conclude without making any
further reference to verdicts., And to finish whatI had
to say, I shall point out that a Government, of that
nature, cannot represent America, That could be done
only by the long-suffering Cuban people, which is en=
during a régime of imprisonment, execution and ban=
ishment, has suffered exile like Quevedo, Rivero,
Martinez Marquez, Carb6 and so many others, and
has been imprisoned by ftens of thousands in Cuban
dungeons--the peasant who has been cheated of his
hopes, and the population which now silently treads
the one gay streets of Havana,

220, The PRESIDENT: I call on the representative
oi the United Arab Republic in exercise of the right
of reply.

221, Mr. LOUTFI (United Arab Republic) (translated
from French): I am sorry to take the floor at this late
hour, but I am compelled to reply briefly to the de-

liberate inaccuracies and quite unfounded allegations
marking the speech which was deliveredthis afternoon
on behalf of Israel. _

222, It is astonishing to hear Israel asking why we
have advised a meeting between the leaders of the
United States and of the Soviet Union whereas, it

seems, we ought rather to have proposed a meeting!

between Israel and the Arab countries. It is obvious
that the problem is not the same in each case. There
has been no war between the Soviet Union and the
United States; there has been no armed aggression,
condemned by the Security Council and the General
Assembly, in the case of those two Powers.

223. Israel has a short memory, Our relations with
Israel are governed by the General Armistice Agree-
ment of February 1949, the existence of which Israel
does not even recognize Peace is not made of words,
Peace "'is a way of behaving, a political position,
Israel's behaviour is aggressive and bellicose. I need
not recall the number of occasions on which Israel
has been condemned by the Security Council and the
General Assembly for its many acts of armedaggres-
sion commiited in violation of the Charter and of the
Armistice Convention, The massacres of Qibya, Gaza,
Lake Tiberias and others are still present in our
minds. They were crowned by the aggression of 1956,
on which I do not need to dwell. I could also speak of
the hundreds of occasions on which Israel has been
censured by the Mixed Armistice Commission. This,
then, is certainly nof the peaceful behaviour of a
peace-loving Government; it is the behaviour of an
aggressive and bellicose State, When Israel requests
respect for the Charter, as it has just now done, that
is nothing but propaganda.

224, I Israel has peaceful intentions, I wonder what
it is waiting for in order to implement the United
Nations resolutions concerning che Palestine question,
which are the basis for the very existence of that
State. I should be curious to know whether Israel is
ready to carry out all the United Nations resolutions
relating to Palestine, For our nart, as we have al-
ready said, we are ready to implement all those
resolutions,

225, Is Israel, for instahce, ready to implem'eht the
resolutions concerning the refugees? Is Israel ready
to recognize the refugees' rights? I wonder.

226, Israel accuses us of preventing the passage of
its ships and goods through the Suez Canal, and relies
in this connexion on the United Nations resolution of
1 September 1951.%/ What is astonishing here is that
Israel requests the implementation of one single United
Nations resoiution, while forgetting allthe other reso-=
lutions on the Palestine question. In fact, the problem
of the passage of ships is directly connected with the
Palestine question, I could also point out that the reso-
lution of 1 September 1951 is based, as a reading of
it will show, on the existence of the General Armistice
Agreement between Egypt and Israel of February 1949,
But Israel now claims that the Armistice Agreement
no longer exists, In the circumstances, how canit ask

for the implementation of that resolution, basedonthe

Armistice Agreement, while forgetting all the other
resolutions concerning the Palestine question?

8/See Official Records of_ the Security Clogncil= Sixth Year, 558th
meeting, para. S,
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227. We are used to allegations of this type on the
part of Israel. Their object isto disturb public opinion

by means of insidious propaganda for which there is

~

no basis whatever. But even propaganda cannot, in
the long run, distort the facts and alter realities.

The meeting rose at 6,50 p.m,

Litho in U.N,
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