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AGENDA ITEM 9

General debate {continued)

1. Mr. SHEHU, Chairman of the Council of Ministers
of the People's Republic of Albania (translated from
Russian): As the representative of the People's Re-
public of Albania, I am happy to convey sincere greet~
ings to the United Nations General Assembly fromthe
Albanian Government and people and towish it success
in its important work.

2, The Government of the People's Republic of Albania
highly values the noble part played by the United
Nations, to the establishment of which the Albanian
people made its contribution by its self-sacrificing
strt}ggle against nazism and fascism shoulder to
shoulder with the other allied peoples. The policy of
our peaceable State shows that the Albanian Govern-
ment respects the fundamental Purposes and Princi-
ples of the United Nations Charter.

3. A year ago the General Assembly was conducting
its work in a relatively relaxed international atmos-
phere. Of great importance in this connexion were
the Soviet Government's proposals on general and
complete disarmament [A/4219]. These proposals, and
also the agreement which had been reached on the
convening of the Summit Conference between the Soviet
Union, the United States, the United Kingdom and
France, engendered hopes for the strengthening of
international peace and gecurity.

4, The Government of the People's Republic of Alba-
_ nia, which has always striven and will continue to
strive for peace and friendship among the peoples and
for the triuraph of the policy of peaceful coexistence,
welcomed and actively supported that favourable trend
in international relations which appeared a year ago.

5 We are bound, however, to note that this year the

General Assembly's session is taking place in an at-
mosphere of tension, in an international situation
strained ag. a result of the cold war and "position of
‘strength" policy which is being followed by imperialist
reactionary circles.
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6. The eyes of the world are now onthis international
forum, and the peoples expect, justifiably, that the
United Nations will find ways and means of eliminat-
ing the threat of war and maintaining a tenable peace.
There can be no doubt that the participation of high~
level statesmen from a number of countries creates
favourabie conditions for makingprogress, duringthis

General Assembly's work, towards the strengthening -

of peace.

7. The Government of the People's Republic of Albania
considers that, in the present situation of in¢reased
tension, there is no more sacred duty, for ervery Gov~
ernment truly aware of its responsgibility t¢ its people
and to mankind, than to devote its whole energy to the
cause of maintaining international peace and security..

8. It is an indisputable fact that the socialist system
exists and flourigshes side by side with the capitalist
system, irrespective of the wishes of certain groups
or Governments whose main purpose is to perpetuate
the capitalist system and to destroy the socialist
system, L

9. Under these new historical circumstances, our
Government is deeply convinced that the only way to
ensure peace and to save mankind from a third world
war is through the peaceful coexistence of the two

social systems. X

10. The People’s Republic of Albania stands firmly
for peaceful coexistence, because the Albanian people
is against war and because peace is the very essence
of the socialist régime which was established in our
country gixteen years ago. This is shown in the whole
activity of the People's Republic of Albania and in its
peaceful policy. We regard coexistence as anecessary
element in the international relations between the two
systems at this particular stage of human development.

'11. But whereas the socialist States, the independent

national States and the countrieg pursuning a policy of

neutrality (which the Albanian Government supports
and values as a contribution to the cause of peace), as
well as broad sections of the people in the capitalist
countries themselves, strongly advocate and actively
strive for peaceful coexistence, reactionary circles
in the United States and its allies are clearly antago-
nistic to the policy of peaceful coexistence and are
following a policy that leads to war. :

12. In order to prevent the relaxation of tension,
reactionary circles in the United States have engaged
in overt acts of aggression, such as the dispatch of

- the U=2 aircraft over Soviet territory on 1 May 1960.

That event, as is known, torpedoed the Summit Con=
ference and led fo an aggravation of the whole gituation.
The President of the United States made a statement,
unprecedented in the annals of diplomatic history,
proclaiming espionage to be the official and legal
policy of the United States. How can such actions be
compatible with peaceful coexistence? These acts are
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gross violations of the principles of the United Nations
Charter; and of the fundamental principle governing
the relatfons between sovereign States in peace~time;
they constitute a challenge to every State whichvalues
national sovereignty and peace.

13. The Government of the People's Republic of
Albania considers that respect for the national sov-
ereignty of every State is basjic to normal and peace=~
ful relations between States. We cannci therefore but
condemn, as highly dangerous to the cause of peace,
this attitude of the United States Government; and we
fully support the perfectly correct position adoptedby
the Soviet Union, as being the only right and proper
position for a State defending its inviolabhility and,
therefore, peace.

i4. The General Assembly is to consider aithis ses-
sion the question of aggressive actions of the United
States of America against the Soviet Union. The dele-
gation of the People's Republic of Albania supports
this initiative and will in due course state its point of
view on thig subject. The People's Republic of Albania,
likewise, is a constant target for the hostile policy of
ruling circles in the United States. The item which is
to be debated is of concern to all free and sovereign
peoples, as it invelves the policy of a great Power
whose absurd dream it is to destroy the freedom and
independence of other people and to establish its own
hegemony everywhere. Indeed, this aggressive policy
- is directed not only against the Soviet Union,the Peo~
ple's Republic of China and the other people's democ-
racies, but also against all countries which do not
submit to American imperialism and which wish to
live in freedom. The whole world is witness to the
policy of blackmail and pressure, plots and aggression
which is being practiced by the United States against
the heroic Cuban people. The tragic events in the
Congo, . the intervention in Laos, the innumerable
crimes in South Viet~Nam, and the economic, political
and military pressure on numerous other countries
of the world—all this has its source in the aggressive
policy of the reactionary imperialist circles, and first
and foremost in the policy of the United Status of
America. Recent events in South Korea, Turkey and
Japan show that, even in those countries where the
Posgition of the American imperialists has been re-
garded as "extremely strong", the people are finding
the interference and dictation of the United States
intolerable.

15. The cause ofpeaceigs, for all peoples of the world,
the most sacred cause. No single people in the world
wants war. War is desired only by the enemies of the
people, by the reactionary imperialist circles for whom
the production of armaments, and the blood of the peo-
ples spilt by the weapons that those circles manufac=
ture, are sources of enrichment. It is now clear to
all the peoples of the globe that the camp of socialism
has become an.indestructible stronghold of peace
throughout the world and a decigive obstacle to the
aggressive plans and aggressive policy of imperialism.
The peace zone is continually expanding. The anti=
imperialist national-liberation struggle of the op=-
pressed colonial peoples, which is demolishing the
colonial system, constitutes one of the most significant
phenomena of our time and is a very important factor
in the defence cf peace.

16. A few days ago we had the great satisfaction of
welcoming thirteen African States and the Republic
of Cyprus, all of which achieved their independence

this year, to membership in the United Nations. The
Albanian pecple and Government, which have alwayg
sympathized with the national-hberation struggle of
the oppressed colonial peoples, heartily rejoice at thig
historic victory. The People's Republic of Albania ig
ready to co~operate with allthe new States in the cause /
of peace, freedom and progress for the peoples, We
are also certain that the day is not far off when the
kercic and self-sacrificing strugfrle of our brotherg.
the Algerian people will be ~rowaed with the achieve-
ment of freedom. and national independence, when no
people in Asgia, Africa or elsewhere will any longer
suffer under the yoke of colonial dependence.

17, The shameful colonial system, which has caused
the majority of the world's peoples so much suffering
and hardship, is living through its last days. The de-
plorablc events in the Congo show that the colonial
Powers are doing tbeir utmost to regain the positions
they have lost, but no intrigues and no force can stop
the irresistible historical process of the colonial peo~
pleg' liberation.

18. The Government of the People's Republic of

Albania fully agrees with the Soviet Government that

the time has come to bringup the question of the coma .
plete and final elimination of the colonial régime in ™

all its forms. There is nodoubtthatthe United Nations
can exercise a very great influence in the fulfilment
of this historic tagk. Our delegation has great satis-

faction in supporting the declaration, on the grant

of independence to colonial counfries and peoples,
[A/4502] submitted by the Soviet delegation, and con~
siders that the adoption of this declaration by the
General Assembly will promote the cauge of freedom
and progress for the peoples, as well as that of uni~-
versal peace,

19. In connexion with this question, I would like to
say that we not only regret but object strongly to the
fact that the United Nations has been used against the
independence, sovereignty and national unity of the
Republic of the Congo because the Secretary-General
hag taken the side of the colonialists and not that of
the rightful cause of the Congolese people and of its
legitimate Government. The delegation ofthe Pecple's
Republic of Albania endorses the ¢pinion expressed
by Mr. Khrushchev in hig speech [869th meeting],
concerning the Secretary~General's activity and that
of his staff, and supports thae proposal that the post
of Secretary~General be reg‘aced by a collective body.
We also agree with the Soviet proposal that the ques~
tion of the location of the United Nations Headquarters
be reviewed, since it is known that the United States
Government not only does not bother (o create favour-
able conditions of work for the delegations of par-
ticipating countries but has even imposed, on many
delegations, intolerable restrictions and discrimi-
natory mezagures incompatible with the zpirit and
principles of the United Nations Charter.

20. The People's Republic of Albania is firmly con=
vinced that the cauge of peace will triumph, since the

forces of peace are now streager than the forces of

war. We considzr than peace can be maintained and

strengthened if all peopleg are always on their guard
against aggressors, uniting their efforis inthe struggle

to maintain peace and defending it to the last. We are
certain that, if the Member States make a common
effort, the Umted Nations can play an important role
in preserving peace and international security.
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21. Fifteen years have passed since the end of the
Second World War, but the German problem has still
not been sclved. If it is not solved by peaceful means,
this problem will constitute a serious threat to world
peace. We congider the the conclusion of a peace
treaty would put an end to this dangerous legacy of
the Second World War and would at the same time,
gettle the quesiion. of West Berlin and lead te the
strengthening of peace and security in Europe and
~ throughout the world.

29, The Government of the People's Repubhc of
Albania considers that disarmament is now the most
vital problem for the whole of mankind and for the
maintenancé of peace. OCur Government has always
. advocated, and continues to advocate, general and
complete disarmament,

23. The Albanian people is well acquainted with the
horrors of war, since foreign invaders forced it to
hack out its path throughthe gloom of centuries, sword
in nand. The Albanian people was, in 1939, the first
victim of Italian fascist aggression in Europe. It met
the Xalian occupation w{th weapons in its hand, and
did not cease its national=liberation struggle antil the
country had completely liberated itself and won its
freedom. Althoug'h the Albanian people numbered little
more than a million in the Second World War, it rose
up as. one man in the fight against the nazi and fascist
invaders, forming., far behind the lines of the Italian
and German occupying forces, a strong national-
liberation army of 70,000 partisans organized inshock
brigades and divisions and fighting withweapons seized
from the occupying forces in the course of the strug-
gle. About 8 per cent of our country's population died
on the field of battle, or were wounded or thrown into
prison; 35 per cent of the towns and villages were
razed to the ground; one third of the livestock wag
dest ‘oyed; and the entirenational economywas ruined.

But at last, thanks to the shedding of its blood, to the

- great patriotic war waged by the Soviet Union against
the Hitlerite army, and to the war foughtby the Allies
of those days, the Albanian people won its freedom
and is now building 2 new and happy life. It knows war
very well and therefore hates it, and is putting forth
all its efforts to build a peaceful life and to preserve
peace. The Albanian people hates war not from any
fear of war. It fears nothing. It stands and will always
stand for peace, but if anyone dares to encroach upon
its freedom, he should know that the Albanian people
is not in the habit of bowing down to anyone and is
copable of defending that freedom.

24, General and complete disarmament is the most
ardent degire of all peoples. During the fifteen years
since the war, not only has no progress at all becn
made in this direction, but the arms race has been
continuing at a rapid speed; the endless disarmament
negotiations have so far yielded no results; while nu~
merous proposals and steps in the right direction
" on the part of the Soviet Union and other peace~loving
countries, in the field of disarmsinent, have met with
not the glightest response from the Western Powers.

25. The well=known proposals of the Soviet Govern~
ment on’general and complete disarmament constituted
an event of historic importance. Our Government
has supported and continues to support all the Soviet
Union's propogals in regard to general and complete
disarmament, and considers that they represent the
only sound lme to follow for the maintenance of a
Jasting peace.

.

26, K is well known that in 1ts resolution of 20 No-
vember 1959, [1378 (XIV)] the General Assembly
unanimously approved the principle of general and
complete disarmament and recommended that an ap~
propriate agreement should be concluded as soon as
possible,

27. Whereas the Soviet Union showed its good will
by unilaterally reducing its armed forces by one third,
the Council of NATO decided to increase the armed
forces of its member states, the United States of
America increased its military budget, the militari-
zation of West Germany took on threatening propors-
tions, and the United States committed acts of gross -
provocation against socialist countries. The work of
the Ten~Nation Committee on Disarmament yielded no
results, despite the constant efforts of the socialist
countries' delegations to come to an agreement with
those of the Western countries.

28. It is known that, in an effort to reach agreement
and to solve the disarmament problem, the Soviet
Government on 2 June 1960 put forward an amended
programme of general and complete disarmament,
[A/4374] in which account was taken of many of the
observations made by the Western Powers in regard
to the previous Soviet proposals. But when the Soviet
Union accepted some of the proposals of the Western
Powers, the latter repudiated their own proposals.
Thus the Western Powers showed once more, by their
attitude, that they were really against general and
complete disarmament. The socialist countries repre~
sented on the Ten~Nation Committee were forced to
leave that Committee, so as not to enable the Western
Powers to use endless negotiations in the Committee
as a screen to cover their designs against the cause
of peace, It is the Western Powers who are respon=

- gible for the failure of the Committee's negotiations.

29, At the proposal of the Sov1et Government, the
question of general and complete disarmament is again
to be discussed at this session of the General Agssem~
bly. Speaking before the Assembly on 23 September
1960 [869th meeting], the Chairman of the Council of
Ministers of the USSR, Mr, Khrushchev, again stressed
the Soviet Government's firm resolve to continue in
its efforts to achieve general and complete disarma-
ment, which is the great desire of all the peoples.
He then submitted, for consideration by the General
Assembly, the Soviet Government's declaration onthe
question of disaimament [A/4508], and also another
document: "Bagic provisions of a treaty on general
and complete disarmament” [A/4505]. The delegation
of the People's Republic of Albaniaregardsthesepro~
posals of the Soviet Government as new steps forward -
and as important and constructive eiforts towards the
solution of this vital problem; and it declares its sup~-
port of these very positive measures.

30. Reserving the right to express itself in detail on
this basic item at this sesgion, our delegation hopes
that the General Assembly will find within itself the
strength to take positive steps towards the preparation
of an agreement on general and complete disarmament,
with the new Soviet proposals as a basis.

31. The Albayian Government wishes to emphasize
that one of the main organic defects in the disarma~
ment talks has been, and remains, the absence from
them of the Peorle's Republic of China. The People's
Republic of Ciina js the country withthe largest popu-
lation in the world; it is a mighty but peaceable State.
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It is difficult to imagine an effective solution of the
vital problem of disarmament without the participation
of the People'’s Republic of China~for that country is
still outside the United Nations and, as is well known,
has quite legitimately declared that it will not regard
itself as bound by any international agreements on
disarmament, or on other matters, which are reached
without its official participation and have not been
signed by its official representatives. :

'32. The question of restoring the lawful rights of the
People's Republic of China in the United Nations has
become an urgent one, affecting peace and the inferests
of the United Nations itself. The United Nations cannot
be regarded as a universal organization, capable of
solving major international problems, unless the Peo~
ple's Republic of China belongs to it. We consider that
it is time to put an end to this abnormal situation and
expel the Chiang Kai-shek puppet who is occupying
great China's place here at the wish of the United
States Government, and that the General Assembly
should override the absurd obstinacy of the United
States Government on this point and invite the true
representatives of the great and peaceable Chinese
people to take the place which belongs to them in this
~ Organization., The Albanian Government fully supports
the Soviet Government's proposal [A/4474] for the in-
" clusion, in the agenda of the fifteenth session of the
General Assembly, of the question of admitting the
People's Républic of China to the United Nations.

33. The People's Republic of China has become a
most important factor for peace and progress in Asia
and throughout the world. The banner of socialism has
been raised in China at the cost of blood shed by the
great Chinegse people, and that banner will never be
torn down. In the ten years which have passed since
its liberation, the People's Republic of China has in-
creased itg industrial production twelve~fold and its
agricultural production by two and a half times; it is
successfully bringing about a cultural and technical
revolution, and is steadily improving the material
condition of this multimillion~strong people.

B

34. The United States is illegitimately occupying
Taiwan and other islands in that area which are
Chinege territory and belong to the People's Republic
of China. It is therefore no accident that international
reactior has been inventing the raost absurd, fantastic
and slanderous fabrications and "theories®, accusing
the People's Republic of China of desiring war rather
than peace. The People's Republic of China is in the
forefront of the struggle for peace and peaceful co-
existence; it resolutely advocates disarmament and the
lessening of international tension.

35, At a time whenthe United Nations is quite proper-
ly admitting all the countries which have just obtained
their freedom and national independence, the Albanian
Government considers that it would be entirely ap-

propriate for the Mongolian People's Republic, which

requested admigsion to membership long ago and is
known as a thoroughly peaceablé and democratic State,
to take ifs rightful place in the United Nations.

36, The Albanian people and its Government are
determined {6 devote all their energies tothe develop~
ment of Albania's economy and culture, to the steady
improvement of this nation's level of living, and to
the strengthening of peace and friendship between the
peoples. Our foreign policy is based on eternal friend-
ship and unity with the countries of the socialist camp,
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and on friendly and peaceful relafions with other coun-
tries, on the principle of peaceful coexistence between
States with different soc_:ial systems.

37. Sixteen years ago, when it freed itself from nazj
and facist occupation, Albaniawas abackward agrarian
country; it was not industrialized, and its agriculture
was primitive; 85 per cent of the population were il
literate, and the couniry wag strewn with the ruins of
the six~year-long war. Under feudalism and imperial-
ism, the people had been condernned to poverty and
darkness. The national revolution made our peoplethe
true masters of their country, made it free, and opened
up the way to unlimited developrmaent. The volume of
industrial output is now twenty~four times greater
that it was in 1938, and that of agriculture production
has doubled. Albania is now a partly industrialized
agrarian country, and is already on the way to be-
coming no less industrialized than agrarian. We have
eliminated illiteracy, and every fifth person is now
engaged in study. We.have our own new university
and a widespread network of schools at all levels. We
have set up a whole system of medical institutions,
where every citizen can obtain free treatment. Prices
of consumer goods have not risen; on the contrary,
they are steadily falling. The taxation of the population
hag also been consistently decreasing; in the State
Budget it now accounts for only 2 per cent of the total
revenue; and the people's level of living is continually
rising.

38. Socialism has made Albania progressive, strong
and inviolable. The hostile policy and the innumerable
provocations and intrigues of American imperialism
and its friends, designed to overthrow the people's
power and deprive the Albanian people of its historic
achievements, have, and always will, come to nought,

39. Our country lies in the Balkans~an area which
in the past, because of the conflicting interests of
various imperialist Powers, has often been the scene
of bloody battles that have cost the Balkan peoples
very dear. Every effort is now being made by the
People's Republic of Albania, together with the Soviet
Union and also the People's Republic of Bulgaria and
the Romanian People's Republic, to convert the Balkans
and the Adriatic region into anareaof peace and fruit-
ful co-operation, into an element of stability and peace
in BEurope. This purpose is being served bythe initia=~
tive which has been taken towards transforming the
Balkans and the Adriatic region intc g zone free from
atomic or rocket weapons, and also by our efforts fo
establish good-neighbourly relations with adjacent
States. It is nct our fault if these efforts, and the pro-
posals which we have repeatedly made, have not always
found a response among our neighbours.

40, The Albanian Government stresses once again
that the establishment of atomnic and rocket weapon
bases in Italy and Greece, which are Albania's imme~
diate neighbours, constitutes a directthreatto Albania
and the other pecple's democracies in the Balkans.

41, The Albanjan Government considers that the
States of the Balkan and Adriatic zore can and must

find a way to agree among themselves with regard t¢

improving their mutual relations on the basis of equal
rights, non-intervention, mutual respect and mutual
advantage, and according to the principle of peacefil
coexistence, The Albanfan Government .is ready to
negotiate with the Greek Government for the establish-
ment of normal relations hetween thege twoneighbour
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countries, Albania and Greece, but only subject tofull
equality of rights and the exclusicn of political or
territorial claims at each other's expense.

42, The Government of the ™<eople's Republic of
Albania is developing friendly economic and culfural
relations with the Arab countries,towhichthe Albanian
people is linked by'traditional ties of friendship, and
also with many countries of Europe, Africa and Asia.
~ We again confirm our readiness to establish normal
relations with all States which wish to have such rela=

tions with us, including the United States andthe United

Kingdom.

43, In our relations with everyState, weadhere firm=~
ly to the principle of non-interference in domestic
affairs. We never have interfered and never shall
interfere in the domestic affairs of other countries.
But we do not want, and wiil never allow; other States
to interfere in our own internal affairs. :

44, There are on the agenda of this General Assembly |

session 2 number of questions, the solution of which
by the United Nations would greatly promote the cause
of peace. The Albahian delegation intends to take part
in the examination of these questions and contribute
to their settlement. )

45, However, we cannol, but express regret at the
efforts, the danger of which we must indicate, to insist
on including in the agenda of this session such absurdi=~
ties as the "questions® of Hungary and Tibet, which
have no foundation and represent gross and inadmigsgi~

ble interference in the internal affairs of sovereign -

Stateg, in clear contradiction with the provisions of
the Charter. The provocative nature of these attempts
is obvious. They are designed topoisonthe atmosphere
of the General Assembly's work. The Albanian dele-
gation strongly condemns thege insidious manceuvres.

46. In conclusion, I should like to express the con=
fidence of the Albanian people, and of the Albanian
Government which I have the honour to head, that the
noble cause for which the United Nations was created
-peace and co-operation between the peoples—will
ultimately trium»h, and that the United Nations will
increagingly deserve the trust of every people.

47, Mr. CASTRO, Prime Minister of Cuba (franglated
from Spanish): Although we have been given the repu~-
- tation of speaking at great length, the Assembly need
not worry. We shall do our best to be brief, saying
only what we regard it as our duty to say here, I also
intend to speak slowly, in srder to co-—operate with
the interpreters. '

48, Some pecple may think that we are highly dis~-
pleased with the treatment meted out to the Cuban
delegation. That is not the case. We understand the
reason for these things perfectly and so we are not
annoyed. No one need be concerned lest Cuba be dis~

- couraged from making her small contribution to this
effort to biring about world understanding. We shall
continue to do so and we shall speak frankly.

49, It costs a great deal to send a delegation to the
United Wations. We of the under~developed countries
have very little money to spare but what we have we
will spend in order to speak frankly at this meeting

of r?resentatives of nearly all the countries of the
world, : o

90./The speakers who took the floor before me ex~
Prfssed their anxisiy over problems which are of con=

B

cern to the whole world. We are also interested in
these problems. Moreover, in Cuba's cage, there is
another special circumstance: at this moment, Cuba
itself is of concern fo the world, for various repre-
sentatives haye stated here quite rightly that Cuba is
one sf the many problems existing in the world at the
present time, ;

51. This is true; in addition to the problems which
are today of concern to the whole world, Cuba has

problems which are of concern to her, of concern to

our people. Reference has been made to the universal
desire for peace, which is the desire of all peoples
and accordingly the desire of our people algo. But this
peace which the world wishes to preserve is a peace
which we Cubans have been without for a long time.
The perils which other peoples of the world may regard
as more or less remote are problems and anxieties
which are very close to us. It was not easy to come
here to lay Cuba's problems before this Assembly, It
was not easy for usg to get here.I do not know whether
we received special treatment. Can it be that we, the
members of the Cuban delegation, representthe worst
type of government in the world? Can it be that we,
the representatives of the Cuban delegation, deserve
the bad treatment which we have received? Why our
delegation in particular? Cuba has sent many delega-
tions to the United Nations. Cuba hasbeenrepresented
by many different persons, and yet, these exceptional
meagures were reserved for us: confinement to the
island of Manhattan; instructions to all hotels nct to
rent us rooms, hostility and, on the pretext of securi=-
ty, isolation. =1 ?

‘. \\’\\ . ‘\. .
52. Probably none of tl\m;\ representatives here, who
represent nof, any individual personbut their respéctive
countries and who must therefore be concerned over
something that applies td! any one of them because of
what they represent; probably none of them, I say, on
their arrival in the cify of New York had to endure
personal and physical humiliation of the kind which

the Chairman of the Cuban delegation had to undergo.

53. I am not trying to stir up feeling in this Asgsem=~
bly. I am merely telling the truth. It was high time for
us to get to our feet and speak out. People have been
talking about us for many days now; the newspapers
have been talking and we have been silent. We cannot
defend ourselves from the attacks magde on us here,
in this country. Now we have an opporfanityto tell the
truth and we ghall not fail to do so, | ~

54. Personal humiliation, attempts at é\}:tortion, evic=

tion from the hotel in which we were stiying; and our .

removal to another hotel, after doing everything pog«
sible to avoid difficulties, refraining ab ?lplutely from
leaving our lodgings, going nowhere ex‘?ept to this
Assembly hall at the United Nations (on tE

sions when we have been present), and to ‘4 reception
at the Soviet Embassy, in order to avoifl problems
and difficulties, even all this was not en’I\ ugh for us

|

to be left in peace, \

55. Over the years there has been considerahle Cuban
immigration into thig country. During the lag$ twenty
years over 100,000 Cubans have come fo this country
from their own homeland, where they would have liked
to remain always and where they wish to return as do
all who are forced for social or economic reasons to
leave their country. Thig Cuban population is em=
ployed; they respected and still respect the law and,

few occa=~

Ny
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very naturally, they felt deeply for their country and
for the rovolution. They never had any problems.

56. But one day there began to arrive in this country
another kind of visitor; war criminalsbeganto arrive;
there began to arrive persons who, in some cages,
had murdered hundreds of our compatriots. At once
they wero welcomed by the Press; they were welcomed
by the authorities and naturally they reflected this
welcome in their conduct and that is the reason for
their many clashes with Cuban immigrants who had
been working honestly in this country for years.

57. One of these incidents, provoked by persons who
feel themselves strengthened by the systematic cam-
paign against Cuba and the complicity of the authori-
ties, resulted in the death of a little girl. This was a
matter for regret, for all of us. But the guilty parties
were not the Cubans who live here. Muchless was the
Cuban delegation guilty, and yet all of you have un~
doubtedly seen these headlines in the newspapers say-
ing that pro~Castro groups had killed a ten-year~old
girl; with the characteristic hypocrisy of allthogse who
have anything to do with relations between Cuba and
this country, a spokesman for the White House imme-
diately made a statement drawing the whole world's
attention to this act and to all intents and purposes
laying the guilt at the door of the Cuban delegation.
The United States representative to this Assembly
added the crowning touch to the farce by sending a
telegram to the Government of Venezuela and another
telegram of condolences to the little girl's family, as
though he felt obliged to give an explanation from the
United Nations for something for which the Cuban
delegation was virtually responsible.

58. But that was not all, When we were forced to
lerve one of the hotels in this city and come to United
Nations Headquarters while other arrangements were
being made, a modest hotel here, a Negro hotel in
Harlem, offered us accommodation. The offer came
during our conversations with the Secretary-General.
Nevortheless, an official of the State Department did
everything in his power to prevent us from being ac-
commodated 1n this hotel.

59. At that moment, as if by magic, hotels began to
spring up all over New York, hotels which had pre~
viously refused to house the Cubandslegation, offering
to do so for nothing. Naturally, out of common cour=-
tesy, we agreed to go to the Harlem hotel. We thought
that we had a right to hope that we would be left in
peace. But we were not left in peace. Ag it had not
been possible to prevent our stay in Harlem, a whig~
pering campaign was started at once and the world
was told that the Cuban delegation had taken up resi-
dence in a brothel.

60. No doubt to some gentlemen, a modest hotel in
Harlem, where the Negroes of the United States live,
could not be anything but a brothel, But besides this
1t was a matter of trying to cast a slur on the Cuban
delegation, thus showing no respect even for the women
members of our delegation or of its staff.

61. If we were the sort of men that they are trying
at all costs to depict us as being, imperialism would
not have lost its hope, as it did long ago, of buying us
off or seducing us in some way. Since that hope was
lost a long time ago—and there was never any reason
to entertain it—after it was alleged that the Cuban
delegation had taken up residence in a brothel, it had
to be recognized that imperialist capital ig aprostitute

who cannot seduce us, and not exactly "the respectful
prostitute™ of J ean-Paul Sartre.

62. The problem of Cuba? Some representatives are
perhaps well-informed; some of them not so well—it
depends on your sources of information—but there is
no doubt that for the world as awhole the Cuban prob-
lem ig one that has arisen In the last two years; it is
a new problem, Formerly the world had little reason
to know that Cuba existed, To many people it was
rather like an appendix to the United States. Even for
many citizens of this country, Cuba was a colony of
the United States. It was not so on the map. On the
map we were shown in a different colour from the
United States; in reality, we were a colony.

63. How did our country come to be a United States
colony? Not through its origins; the United States and
Cuba were not colonized by the same people. Cuba has
a very different ethnic and cultural background, built
up over several hundred years.

64, Cuba was the last country in America to free
herself from Spanish colonialism, the Spanish colonial
yoke, if the representative of the Spanish Government
will forgive me, and because it was the last, it had to
struggle much more desperately. Spain had only one
possession in America left and she defended it ohsti~
nately and with every means at her disposal. Our little
people, numbering hardly more than one million at
that time, had for nearly thirty years to fight alone
againgt an army which was regarded as one of the
strongest in Europe. Against our small national popu-
lation the Spanish Government mobillzed a force as
large as all the forces which had fought against the
independence of all the nations in South America put
together. Nearly half a million Spanish soldiers fought
against our people's heroic and single-minded de-
termination to be free, The Cubans fought alone for
their independence for thirty years; thirty years which
laid the foundation for our country’s love of freedom
and independence.

65. But in the opinion of John Adams, one of the
Presidents of the United States in the early years of
last century, Cuba was a fruit, an apple, as it were,
hanging from the Spanish tree, destined, as soon as it
was ripe, to fall into the hands of the United States.
Spain's power had wasted away in our country. She
had neither men nor money left to continue the war
in Cuba. Spain was routed, Apparently the apple was
ripe and the United States Government held out its
hands. It was not one apple that fell into its hands but
several: Puerto Rico fell, heroic Puerto Rico, which
had begun its fight for freedom together with the
Cubans; so did the Philippine Islands and a number
of other possessions,

66, However, some different pretext had to be found
for subjugating our country. Cuba had fought a tre-
mendous fight and world opinion was on its gide. The
Cubans who fought for our independence, those Cubans
who at that time were laying down their lives, trusted
completely in the Joint Resolution of the United States
Congress, of 20 April 1898, which declared that "The
people of the island of Cuba are, and of right ought to
be, free and independent", The people of the United
States sympathized with the Cubang in their struggle.
That joint declaration was an Act of Congress of this
nation under which war was declared on Spain.

67. That illusion. ended in cruel digappointment.
After‘two years of military occupation of our country,
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gsomething unexpected occurred. Just when the Cuban
people, through a Constituent Assembly, were drafting
the basic law of the Republic, another act was passed
by the United States Congress, an act proposed by
Senator Platt, of unhappy memory for Cuba, in which
it was laid down that a rider was to be attached to the

" Cuban Constitution whereby the United States Govern-
ment would be granted the right to intervene in Cuban
political affairs and,“in addition, the right to lease
certain parts of Cuban territory for naval baseg or
‘coaling stations; in other words, under a law enacted
by the legislaiive authority of a foreign country, the
Cuban Ceonstitution had to contain this provision, and
it was made very clear to the members of our Consti=
tuent Assembly that if no such amendment was made,
the occupation forces would not be withdrawn. In other
‘'words, our country was forced by the legislature of a
foreign country to grant that countrythe rightto inter-
vene and to hold naval bases or stations.

68. It is well for countries which have recenily be~
come Members of this Organization, countries now
peginning their independent life, to bear in mind the
history of our country because of the similar condi=-

- tions that they may encounter along their own paths,

or which those who come after them may encounter,
or their children, or their children's children, al-
though it seems that we are not going to get as far
as that.

69. The new colonization of our country then began:
the best agricultural land was acauired by United
States companies; concessions were granted for ex-
ploiting our natural resources and mines, cuncessions
for the operation of public utilities, commmercizal con=
cessions, concessions of every kind which, combined
with the constitutional right, based on force, to inter-
vene in our country transformed it from aSpanish into
a United States colony. :

70. Colonies have no voice. Colonies are not recog-
nized in the world as long as they have no opportunity
tc make theraselves heard. That was why the world
knew nothing of this colony or of its problems. Another
flag, another coat of arms, appeared in the geography
books. Another colour appeared on the maps; butthere
was no independent republic in Cuba. Let no onebe
deceived because if we are, we shall only make fools
of ourselves. Let no one be deceived. There was no
independent republic in Cuba. It was a colony where
the orders were given by the Ambassador of the United
States of America. We have no shame in proclaiming
this because any shame is offset by the pride we have

in saying that today no embagsy rules our people be~

cause our people are governed by the people.

71. Once again the Cuban people had to resort to
strife to win their independence and they achieved
it. They achieved it after seven years of bloody op-
pression. By whom were they oppressed? By those in
~_our coiniry who were merely the tools of those who
dominated it economically. How can any unpopular
régime, inimical to the interests of the people, remain
in power except by force? Do we need to explain here
to the representatives of our fellow countries ci Laiin
America what military tyrannies are? Do we need to
explain to them how they have remained in power? Do
we need to explain tothem the history of some of these
tyrannies which have already become a byword? Do
we need to explain to them on what strength these
~ tyrannies rely, from what national and international
interests the military group which oppressed our

-

people drew its support? It was supported by the most
reactionary circles in the country and most of all by
the foreign economic interests which dominated our
country’s economy. Everyone knows--and we believe
that even the United States Government admits this—~
that it was the type of government preferred by the
monopolies, Why? Because by force any demand by

.the people can be repressed; by force strikes for

better living conditions were repressed; with force
peasant movements for ownership of the land were
repressed; with force the dearest aspirations of the
people were repressed. ‘

72. That is why governments of force were preferred
by those directing United States policy. That is why
governments of force remained in power for so long
and still remain in power in America. Clearly, it all
depends on the circumstances whether or not there
will be support from the United States Government.
For example, the United States Government now says
that it is against one of these governments of force,
the Trujillo Government, but it does not say that it is

-against any other such g vernments, that of Nicaragua

or of Paraguay for instance. '

73. In Nicaragua there is now no longer a government
of force but a kind of monarchy, which is almost as
congtitutional ag that of the United Kingdom, in which
power is handed dewn from father to son. And the same
would have happened in our country. The Government
of Fulgencio Batista wag atypical government of force,
a government which suited the United States monopo=
lies in Cuba. But it was not, of course, the type of
government which suited the Cuban people. With great
ioss of life and much sacrifice the Cubanpeople over= .
threw that Government.

74, What did the revolution find after it succeeded
in Cuba? What wonders did’it find? It found, first of
all, that 600,000 Cubans fit for work were permanently
unemployed=--2 figure which is, in proportion, equal
to the number of unemployed in the United States at
the time of the great depression which shook this
couniry and almost led to disaster. Three million
people, out of a total populaticn of a little over 6 mil-
lion, had no electric light and enjoyed none of the
benefits and comforts of electricity. Three and a half
million people, out of a total population of a little over
6 million, were living in hovels and huts unfit for
human habitation. In the towns rents accounted for as
much as one third of family incomeg. Electricity rates
and rents were among the highest in the world.

75. Thirty-seven and a half per cent of our population
were illiterate, unable to read or write. Seventy per
cent of the children in the rural areas were without
teachers. Two per cent of our population were suffer-
ing from tuberculosis, that is to say, 100,000 people
out of a total of a little over 6 million. Ninety~five per
cent. of the children in rural areas were suffering
from diseases caused by parasites. Infant mortality
was consequently very high. The average life spanwas
very short. In addition, 85 per cent of small farmers
were paying rent for their lands amountingtoas much
as 30 per cent of their gross incomes,while 1 1/2 per *
cent of all the landowners controlled 46 per cent of
the total area of the country. The proportion of hos-

. pital beds to the number of inhabitants of the country

was ludicrous when compared with countries with
average medical services. Public utilities, electricity
and telephone companies were owned by United States
mopopolies. A large part of the banking and import
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business, the oil refineries, the greater part of the
sugar production, the best land, and the chief indus=-
tries of all types in Cuba belonged to United States
companies. In the last ten years, the balance of pay~-
ments between Cuba and the United States has been in
the latter's favour to the extent of $1,000 million,
and that doeg not take into account the millions and
hundreds of millions of dollars removed from the
publie treagury by the corrupt and tyrannical rulers
and deposited in United States or Europeanbanks. One
thousand million dollars in ten years! The poor and
under-developed country of the Caribbean, with 600,000
unemployed, contributing to the economic development
of the most highly industrialized country in theworld!

76. That was the gituation which confronted us; a
situation which is not unknownto many ofthe countries
represented in this Assembly because, in the final
analysis, what we have gaid about Cuba is merely a
general X-ray photograph, so to speak, which is valid
for the majority of countries represented here, What
alternative was there for the revolutionary govern-
ment? To betray the people? Of course, in the eyes
of the President of the United States, what we have
done for our people is treason to our people; but it
would not be so, for sure, if instead of being loyal
to our people we had been loyal to the great United
States monopolies which were exploiting our country's
economy.

T7. Let note at least be taken here of the wonders
which the revolution found after it succeeded, wonders
which are no more and no lesg thanthe usual wonders
associated with imperialism, the wonders of the free
world for us colonized countries,

78. No one can blame us if Cuba had 600,000 un~
employed, 37 1/2 per cent of its population illiterate,
2 per cent suffering from tuberculosis, and 95 per
cent of the children in rural areas suffering from
diseases caused by parasiteg. No; until the revolution
none of us had any say in the future of our: country;
until then the rulers who served the interests of the
monopolies controlled its destinies; until then it was
the monopolies which determined the fate of our coun~
try. Did anyone try to stop them ?No,no one. Did any~
one place difficulties in their way? No, no one, They
were allowed to go about their business and in Cuba
we are now enjoying the fruits of their work.

79. What was the state of thenational reserves?When
the tyrant Batista came to power there were $500 mil~
lion in the national reserves~a goodly sum for invest-
ing in the industrial development of the country. After
the revolution there were $70 million in our reserves.
Does this show any concern for the industrial develop=
ment of our .country? None at all; that is why we are
50 astonished and we continue to be astonished when
we hear inthe General Assembly of the United States
Government's great concern for the future of the coun—
tries of Latin America, Africa and Asia. We cannot
overcome our astonishment because, after fifty years
of such a régime, we now gee the results in Cuba.

80. What has the revolutionary government done?
What crime has the revolutionary government com~
mitted, that we should receive the treatment we have
received here, that we should have such powerful ene~
migs as we have been shown to have here? Did our
problems with the United States Government arise
mediately? No. When we came to power, were we
ed with the desire to seek international prob~

lems? No; no revolutionary government coming o
power wantg international problems; what it wants is
to devote its energles to solving its own problems;
what it wants is to carry out a programme, as does
any government that is genuinely interested in -the
progress of itg country.

81, The first occurrence that we considered an un=-
friendly act was the opening wide of the doors of this
country to a whole gang of criminals who had drenched
our land with blood. Men who had murdered hundreds
of defenceless peasants, who did not tire of torturing
prisoners for years who killed right and left, were
welcomed here with open arms. To us this seemed
strange. Why this unfriendly act by the United States
authorities towards Cuba? Why this act of hostility?
At that time we did not fully understand; now, we see
the reasons perfectly.

82. Wag this policy consistent with correctbehaviour
towards Cuba~a correct conduct of relations betweea
the United States and Cuba? No, for we were the in-
jured party, because the Batista régime stayed im
power with the assistance of the United States Gov=-
ernment, the Batista régime stayed in power with ths
asgistance of tanks, aircraft and weapons supplied by
the United States Government; the Batista régime
ptayed in power through the use of an army whose
officers were trained by a military mission of the
United States Government. And wetrustthatnoofficial
of the United States will try to deny this fact. At the
very moment when the rebel army arrived at the city
of Havana, the United States military misgion was
occupying the principal military camp of that city.
That was an army that had been overcome; an army
that had been defeated and had surrendered. We could
quite rightly have treated as prigoners-of-war these
foreign officers who were there assisting andtraining
the enemies of the people. However, that was not what
we did; we merely requested the memberg of the mis-
sion to return to their own couniry, because after all
we did not need their lessons, and their pupils there
had been defeated.

83. I have with me a document. Let no one be sur-
prised at its appearance, for it is a torn document.’
It is an old military Agreement,’ under which the
Batista tyranny received generous agsistance from
the United States Government.

84, Now it is important to notice whatthis Agreement
says in article I, paragraph 2:

"The Government of Cuba undertakes to make
effectlve use of assistance received from the Gov-
ernment of the United States of America pursuant
to this Agreement for the purpose of implementing
defence plans, accepted by the two Governments,
under which the two Governments will participate
in missions important to the defence of the Western
Hemisphere, and will. not, without the prior agree-
ment of the Government of the United States of
America ,..""—=I repeat—"... without the prior
agreement of the Government of the United States
of America, devote such asgistance to purposes
other than those for which it was furnished, "s/

85, This assistance was devoted to combating  the
Cuban revolutionaries. It had therefore the approval

1/B1lateral Military Assistance Agreement hetween the United States

of America and Cuba, Signed at Havana, on 7 March 1952,
2/United Nations, Treaty Series, vol, 165 (1953), No. 2165,
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of the United States Government. And even when, a
few months before the -end of the war, there was an
embargo in this country on arms senttoBatista, after

- more than six years of military aid, the rebel army
had evidence, documentary evidence, that after the
golemn declaration of this arms embargo the forces
of tyranny had been newly supplied with 300 rockets,
to be fired from aircraft.

86, When our fellow-countrymen living in the United
- States set these documents before the public, the
United States Government could find no other expla=
nation than to say that we were mistaken, and that
they had not sent any fresh supplies to the army of
the tyranny, but had merely replaced some rockets of
‘the wrong calibre for its aircraft by scme others which
were of the right size~-and which doubtless werefired
at us while we were in the mountains. A novel way of
explaining contradictions, when they become inexpli~
cable!

87. According to this explanation, it was not a ques~
tion of military aid. It must then have been a kind of
technical assistance. Why were these circumstances
displeasing to our people? Everyone knows-—even the
most ingenuous person knows-—that in these modern
days, with the revolution that has taken place in mili-
- tary equipment, the weapons of the last war are ab-
solutely obsolete for a modern war; that fifty tanks
- or armoured cars and a few outdated aircraft could
not defend any continent or any hemisphere. On the
other hand, they are useful for oppressing unarmed
peoples; they are useful for intimidating peoples. They

are useful for the defence of monopolies. These agree~

ments for the defence of the hemisphere, therefore,
should rather be called "agreements for the defence
of United States monopohes"

88. The Revolutmnary Government began to makeits

first reforms. The first thing it did was to reduce
rents paid by families by 50 per cent. A very just
measure, since, as we said earlier, there were fami-
lies ‘paying as much as a third of their income. The
people had been the victims of large~scale speculation
in housing, and there had beentremendous speculation
in urban land at the people's expense. But when the
Revolutionary Government reduced rents by 50 per
cent, there were some who were not pleased, to be
sure: those few who 'owned the apartment buildings.
But the people rushed in to the streets rejoicing, as
would happen in any country, aven here in New York,
if rents for all families were reduced by 50 per cent.
But' this did not involve any difficulty with the mo~
nopolies; some United States companies owned large
buildings, but they were relatively few.

89. Then came another law; a law carncelling the
concessions which the tyrannical Government of Ful-
gencio Batista had granted to the telephone company,
which was a United States monopoly. It had taken ad-
- vantage of the people's defencelessness to obtainvery
favourable concessions. The Revolutionary Govern=
ment cancelled these concessions and restored the
rates for telephone services to the previous level.
This was the begirning of the first conflict with the
United States monopolies.

90. The third measure was the reduction of electricity
charges, which were among the highest in the world.

Thus arose the second conflict with the United States
monopolies. By this time we were beginning to look
1ke communists. We began to be painted red, simply

because we had clashed withthe interests of the United
States monopolies.

91. There followed another law, an inevitable and
indispensable law, inevitable for our country and in~-
evitable, sooner or later, for all the peoples in the
world, at least for all those peoples of the world who
have not yet carried it out: the land reform law. Of
course, in theory, everyone is in favour of land reform.
No one dares to question it; no informed person dares
to deny that land reform is an essential condition for
economic development in the under~developed coun-
tries of the world. In Cubatoo, eventhe big landowners
were in agreement with land reform, provided it was -
a kind of land reform which suited them, like ‘the land
reform proposed by many theorists: a land reform
which would not be carrle'.i out, for just as long as 1t4
could be avoided.

92, Land reform is something recognized by the eco~
nomic organs of the Urited Nations, something which
is no longer in dispu/e. In our country it was indis-
pensable; more than /500,000 families livedin the rural
areas of our country without any land on which to grow
essential food crops. Without land reform our country
would not have beer: able to take the first step towards
development. Well, we took this step. We instituted a
land reform. Was it radical? It was a radical reform.

" Was it very radical? It was not particularly radical.

We carried out a land reform appropriatetothe needs
of our development, appropriate to our capacities for
agricultural development; that is to say, aland reform
which would solve the problem of landless peasants,
solve the problem of the supply of these essential
foodstuffs, remedy the fearfully high level of unem=
ployment in rural areas, and put an endto the appalling
poverty which we found in our countryside.

93, Well, it was at that point that the first real dif=
ficylty arose. The same thing had happened in the
neighbouring Republic of Guatemala, When land reform
was carried out in Guatemala, difficulties arose there.
And I must in honesty warn the representatives of
Latin America, Africa and Asia: when they plan to
carry out a just land reform, they must be prepared

‘to face situations similar to ours, especially if the

best and largest estates are owned by United States
monopolies, as was the case in Cuba.

94. It may well be that we shall now be accused of
giving bad advice in this Assembly. It is certainly not
our object to disturb anyone!s sleep. We are simply
drawing attention to the facts, although the facts are
sufficient to keep anyone awake.

95. The problems of compensation ‘were at once
raised. Communications from the American State
Department began to pour in. They never asked us
about our problems; not even out of pity, or on ac-
count of the large share of respongibility they bore
in the matter, did they ask us how many of our people
were starving to death, how many were suffering from
tuberculosis, how many were out of work. No; neyer
an expression of solidarity with us in our needs. The
only concern expressed by the United States Govern=—
ment representatives was for the telephone company,
the electricity company, and the problem of the lands
owned by the United States companies. How were we
going to pay? Clearly, the first question to be asked

- was~what were we going to pay with? "What with?",

rather than "how?". Do you imagine, gentlemen, that
a poor, under~developed country with 600,000 unem~
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ployed, with such a high level of illiteracy and sick=  terests of the international electric trust, clashed
ness, whose reserves have been used up, and which  with the interests of the international telephone trust,
has contributed 1,000 million dollars in ten years to  claghed with the interests of the international mming
the economy of a powerful country, could have the  trusts, clashed with the interests of the United Fruit
wherewithal to pay for the land which was going to be Company, claghed, as it were, with the most powerful
affected by the land reform, or at least pay for it on  interests of the United States, which as you know are
the terms demanded by the AmericanState Department  clogely inlerrelated. That was more than the United
as compensation for the prejudice to their interests?  States Government, that is to say, the representatives
They dem:;adednthree things: ;:;rogllzi,ief{ective andfair  of the monopolies of the United States, could stand.
compengation. Do you understan s language, gen= : '

tlemen? Prompt, effective and fair compen.sati:on. In 100. It was then that a new stage in the harassment

other words, pay immediately, in dollars, the amount of our revoln\tion began. Can anyone who objectively.
we ask for ouxl') lind. . analyses the Yacts——anyone who is willing to think for

himself and no! as the United Press orthe Associated
96. We were still not 150 per cent Commuhists We Press tells hin to think, to think with his own head
were juSt becoming a little more tinged with red., We and draw conclm;icns from hisown reasoning and see
© did not confiscate these lands; we merely proposed  things as they are without preconceived notions, hone
to pay for them ia twenty years, and the only way We  estly and fairly=iconsider that the things which the
could pay for them was in bonds, maturing after twen~  Revolutionary Government has done were such as to
ty years, earning interest at 4 1/2 per cent, which  ¢all for the destruction of the Cuban revolution? No,
would be gradually redeemed year by year. How could But the interests afiscted by the Cuban revolutionwere
we pay for the land in dollars? How could we pay im=  not concerned about'the case of Cuba, they were not
mediately? How could we pay what they asked for it? peing ruined by the measures of the Cuban Revolu-
It was absurd. Anyone can see that in these circum~  {jonary Government. That was not the problem. The
stances we had to choose between carrying out the problem was that those yame interests were the own~

land reform and not carrying it out. Ifwe did not carry erg of the wealth and natural resources of the majority
it out, the appalling economic situation of our country of the peoples of the world:
woriid last indefinitely; but if we did carry it out, we
would be exposing ourselves to the enmity ofthe Gov-  101. And the Cuban revolution had to bP chastised
ernment of our powerful northern neighbour, for its attitude. The audacily of the Fevolutionary
Government had to be castigate by punitive operations
97. We went ahead with the land reform. One can be of every kind ranging as far as ihe destruction of the
sure that to a representative of the Netherlands, say, impudent men concerned. On ouy “word of honour we
 or any other European country, the limits we set fo  gwear that we had not then hasi octasion even to ex~
land holdings would be quite surprising; they wouldbe  change a letter with the distinguished Prime Minister
surprisingly high. The maximum set by our land re~  of the Soviet Union, Mr, Khrushchev. In other words,
form law was around 400 hectares. In Europe, 460  at the time when, accordirng to the United States Press
hectares would constitute a large estate. In Cuba, and the international information agencies, Cuba was
‘where there were United States monopolistic compa-  aiready a red Governm¢nt, a red menace ninetymiles
nies holding up to around 200,000 hectares (200,000 from the United Stateg, with a government dominated
hectares, in case anyone thinks he has not heard by Communists, the Revolutionary Government hadnot
aright), in Cuba, a land reform designed to reduce even had occasion to ¢stablish diplomatic 6. commer~
the maximum holding to 400 hectares was something  c¢ial relations with the Soviet Union.
which these monopolies considered inadmissible. But
isn our country it was not only the land that was owned 102. But hysteria is capable of anything. Hysteria
by United States monopolies; the principalmineswere 18 capable of making the most unlikely and the most
also the property of these monopolies. Cuba produces  absurd assertions. However, let no one think that we
a large quantity of nickel, for example. All the nickel  are now going to recite a mea culpa. There will be.x
wss mined by United States concerns. And under the mea culpa. We do not have to ask forgiveness of any-
Batista tyranny, a United States company the Moa one. What we did we did very deli] rorately and above
Bay Company, had obtained such a profitable conces~ 2ll fully convinced of our rigitto o do it.

sion that, in only five years—listen carefully-~in only 103. Thenk. m threats against our sugar quota,
five years it was going to amortize an investment of h.ﬁnea/p philosophy of imperialism began to demon-
32% millioy. doélarsf A 120 n}ﬂliom-dollar invew/trate its nobility, the nobility of the self-seeker and
0 b¢ amoxi.sed in five years! the exploiter, to demonstrate its kindness towards
98. 'Who was it ihdt gave that concession to the Moa  Cuba, saying that we were being paid a preferential
Bay ompany, through the intervention of the United  price for sugar, whichamounted to a subsidy for Cuban
States Ambassador? None other than the tyrannical  sugar, the sugar that was not so sweet for us Cubans
Government of Fulgencio Batista, the Governmentthat  since we were not the owners of the best sugar fields
was there to defend the interests of the monopolies, or of the biggest sugar mills. What is more, in that
and what is more~-and this is a fact beyond any doubt  assertion lay hidden the {rue history of Cuban sugar,
whatever—the concession was completely tax-free, of the sacrifices my country had had to bear, of the
What were such undertakings going to leave for the  occasions when it had been subjected to economic
Cubans? Worked-out mines, impoverished land, not aggression. ~

104. Earlier on, it was not a matter of quotas, but
of customs tariffs. The United States, by virtue of
one of those laws, or rather one of those agreements
between the shark and the sardine which it called 2
99. The attitude of the Revolutionary Governmenthad reciprocity agreement, obtained a number of conces=
already been too daring. It had clashed with the in= sions for its products in order that they might be able

opment of our country. And then the Revolutionary
Government enacted a law on mines requiring these
nionopolies to pay a 25 per cent tax on mineral exports.
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to compete freely with the products of its friends, the
British and the French, and squeeze them out of the
Cuban market, as often happens among friends. In
exchange, certain tariff concessions were granted for
our sugar but the Congress or Government of the

United States could modify them unilaterally at will.-~

And that is what happened., When they considerscd it
more in their interests to raise the tariffs, they did
go and our sugar could not enter the Yaited States
market, or it entered at a disadvaniage. When the
clouds of war gathered, the tariffs were reduced.

Cuba being the nearest source of
supply for sugar, that source of supply had to be as-
gured; tariffs were lowered, production was encour-
aged, and duringthe war years, whentheprice of sugar
was astronomical throughout the world, we were selling
our sugar cheap to the United States, in spite of the
fact that we were its only source of supnly.

105, The war ended and our economy collapsed. The
mistakes made in this country in the distribuiion of
sugar were paid for by us; prices thathad risen enor-
mously by the end of the First World War; tremendous
boost to prodacnon, a sudden drop in prices, ruining
the Cuban sugar mills, whichquietly fell intothe hands

of=guess whom=~the United States banks, of course,
because when Cuban nationals went bankrupt, United
States banks becawe rich; and so it went on until the
1930's. In the search for a formula whichwould recon=
cile its interests in ensuring a source of supply with
those of its domestic producers, the United States Gov=
ernment set up a quotasystem. One would have thought
that the quotas would be based on the historic contri=-
butions of the various sources of supply tothe market,
and our country’s historic contribution to the United
States market had been almost 5/ per cent. Neverthe-
less, when the quotas were established, our share was

reduced to 28 per cent and the few adva.ntagos granted -

us by that law were successively withdrawn in sub-=
sequent legislation. Naturally, th:’colomy depended on
the metropolitan country; thzéconomy of the colony had
been organized by the-idetropolitan country; the colony
had to be subicci to the metropolitan country and if
the celeiy™ took steps to free itself, the metropolitan

oountry -vould take steps to crush it.

107. Aware of our economy's dependence onthe United
States market, the United States Governmentbegan its
series of warnings that it would deprive us of our sugar
quota. Concurrently, other activities were taking place
in the United States of America, the actiwti =8 of the
counter~revolutionaries.

. 108, One afternoon an aircraft coming fromthenorth

flew over one of our sugar mills and dropped a bomb.
That was ‘s strange, an unusual event, but of course
we knew where that aircraft camne from.

109. Another afternoon ancther aircraft flew over our
sugarcane fields and dropped some small iticendiary
bombs, And what started in a haphazard fashion was
then continued systematically.

110. One afternoon--when a large number of United
States tourist agents were visiting Cuba in connexion
with a campaign by the Revolutionary Government to
encourage tourism as a source of national income~--an
aircraft of United States manufacture, of a type used
in the Second World War, flew over our capital, drop=
Ping leaflets ardsome hand-grenades. Naturally, some
anti-aircraft guns went into action. What with the
grenades dropped by the aircraft and the anti-aircraft

fire, because, as you know, some of the projectiles
explode on contact with any hard object, the result was
‘more than forty casualties. There were children and
old pauple with their entrails ripped out. Wag this the

S2.g8t time for us? No, children and old people, men

and women had often been wiped out in our Cuban vil=
lages by hombs of Unrited States manufacture supplied
to the tyrant Batista, and onone occasion eighty work-
ers were killed by the all-too-mystenous explosion
of a ship loaded withBelgian weapons which had finally
reached our country after a major effortbythe United-
States Government to prevent the Belgia:n Goverament
from selling us arms.

111. Dozens of war victims; eighty families destroyed
by an explosion; forty casualties caused by an aircraft
that leisurely flew over our territory. The authorities
of the united States Government denied that those air~
craft had come from United States territory. What
is more, they said the aircraft was standing quietly
in a hangar. But when one of our periodicals published
a photograph of the aircraft, it was only then that the

- United States authorities seized it, and immediately

issued a statement to the effect that the matter was
of no importance and that the casualties had been
caused not by bombg but by anti=aircraft fire; and
meanwhile those who had committed this foul deed,
this crime, were going about the United States undis-
turbed, and not hindered in any way from contmumg
to commit such acts of aggression.

112, I take this opportunity of telling the representa-
tive of the United States that there arg many mothers
in Cuba still waiting for a telegram of condolences
from him for their children murdered by United States
bombs. \

113. The aircraft went back and forth. ‘There was no
evidence; all right, no one knows what emdonoe means.

There it was—the airerait that had been photographed
and captured; but we were told thai that particular
aircraft had not dropped any bombs. We. do not know
how it was that the United States authorit‘ies were 0
well infgrmed. Pirate aircraft continued to fly over
our terr%oz*y, dropping incendiary bombs. Millions
and millions of pesos were lost in the burning sugar~
cane fields. Many ordinary people, the liltle people

~of our country, who saw this property that was now

truly theirg being destroyed, suffered burns and in-
juries’ while fighting the persistent and relentless
bombing aitacks by pirate aircraft. =

114. Finally, cue day, while flying over one of our
sugar mills, an aircraft was destroyedby the explosion
of one of its own bombs and the Revolutionary Goy-=
ernment succeeded in collecting the ‘remains of the -
pilot and in seizing his papers, which showed that
he was indeed a United States pilot and the aircraft a
United States aircraft, and provided complete evidence
as to the place of take-off. The aircraft had passed
between two bases in the United States. I could no
longer be denied that those aircraft Were taking off
from the United States. :

115. This time the United States Government, con=
fronted with irrefutable proof, did give an explanation
to the Government of Cuba, Its behaviour in this case
was not the same as in the case of the U=2, When it-
was proved that the aircraft were taking off from the
United States, the United States Government did not
proclaim its right to burn our sugarcane fields. On
this occasion it apologized, it said it was sorry. After
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all, we were lucky, for the United States Government
did n¢t apologize after the U=-2 incident; instead, it
proclaimed its right to fly over Soviet territory. That
is bad luck for the Soviets! But cur anti-aircraft de-
fences are not very strong and the aircraft continued
their raids until the cane was harvested. When there
wag no cane left in the fields, vhe bombing stopped.

116, We were the only country in the world in which
this happened, although I do recall that, at the time
of his visit to Cuba, President Sukarno toldus that we
must not think that we were the only ones, that they
too had had some problems, that some United States
aircraft had also been flying over their territory.I do
not know whether I have committed an indiscretion in
mentioning this; I hope not. The fact of the matter is
that we were the only country in theworld, or at least
in this peaceful hemisphere, which, without being at
war with anyone, had fo endure constant harassment
by pirate aircraft. And were those aircraft able to
enter and leave United States territory with impunity ?

117. We invite representatives to give alittle thought
to this matter, and we invite the people of the United
States—if perchance the people of the United States

have an opportunity to learn what is said in this hall

«~t0o think about the fact that, according to the United
States Government's own gtatements, the territory of
the United States is completely guarded and protected
against any air raid and that the defences of United
States territory are infallible, that the defences ofthe
world they call "free"-although for us, at least, it
was not free before 1 January 1959--are perfect. If
that is the case, how dozs it happen that aircraff—not
supersonic aircraft by any means but ordinary light
aircraft with a maximum speed of 150 miles an hour=-
can enter and leive the naticnal territory of the United
States as they pleass, pass close to iwc bases on both
the outward and return flights, without the Uniied
States Government's knowing that these aircraft are
entering and leaving? This means one of two things:
either the United States Government is lying to the

people of the United States and the United States is-

defenceless against air raids, or the United States
Government was an accomplice in these raids.

118. The air raids finally ended, and then came eco=
nomic aggression. What was one of the arguments used

“B3the enemies of the land reform? They said that the
land reform would bring chaos to agricultural produc-
tion, that production would decline considerably, that
the United States Government was concerned lest Cuba
might not be able to fulfil its commitments regarding
supplies to the United States market.

119. The first argument, and it is a good thing at
least for the new delegations here to become familiar
with some of the arguments, because the day may
come when they may have to answer similar argu-
ments—~that the land. reform meant the ruin of the
country. That did not happen. Had the land reform
meant the ruin of the country, had agricultural pro-
duction dropped, there would have been no need for
the Tinited States Government to intengify its economic
aggression.

120. Did they believe what they were saying when
they stated that the land reform was going to catse a
drop in production? Perhaps they did. It is understand-
able that everyone should think in the way his mind
has been trained to think. It is possible they imagined
that without the all-powerful monopolies we Cubans

could not produce sugar. It is possible, perhaps they
were even sure that we should ruin the country. But
it  is obvious that, if the Revolution had ruined the
country, there would have been no need for the United
States to attack us, they would have left us alene and
the United States Government would have bezn a very

noble, a very good Government, and we a group of , -

people who were ruining the nation, proyiding a liviug
example of the fact that you cannot kave revolutions
because revolutions ruin countries. But that is notthe
way things turned out. There is now evidence that
revolutions do not rmnin couxniries and that evidence
has just been provided by the United States Govern~
ment. It has proved many things, including the fact
that revolutions do not ruin countries and that im-
perialist governments are indeed capable of trying
to do so. Cuba had not ruined itself and so Cuba had
to be ruined. “ :

121. Cuba needed new markets for its products, and
we might frankly ask any delegation here which of
them does not want its country to sell what it pro-
duces, which of them does not want its exports to in=-
crease? We wanted our exports to increase. That is
what all conniries want, that must be a universal law,
for only.self~interest can oppose theuniversal interest
of trade, which is one of the oldest aspirations and
needs of mankind,

122. We wanted to sell our products and we were

looking for new markets. We signed atrade agreement

with the Soviet Union under which we were to sell

1 million tons and bought certain quantities of Soviet

goods. Surely no one will saythatthatis wrong. There
may be some who would not sign sucha treaty because
it would be unpalatable to certain interests. But we

did not feel under any obligation to ask the State

Department's permission to sign a trade treaty with
the Soviet Union because we believed, as we still do

and always shall, that Cuba is a truly free country.

123, When sugar stocks began to fall and our eco-
nomic position was beginning to improve, the blow
fell. At the request of the Executive, the United States
Congress enacted legislation authorizingthe President
or Executive to reduce sugar imports from Cuba by

whatever amount might be deemed appropriate. The

economic weapon was being used against our revolu~-
tion. The newspapers had already taken it upon them=
selves to prepare the ground for this policy. They had
been carrying on the campaign for some time for it is

common knowledge that here the monopoiies and the .-~

Press are synonymous. The economic weapon was
used. At one fell swoop our sugar quota was cut by
nearly 1 million tons~~although the sugar had been
produced for the United States market—in order to

deprive our country of the resources it needed for
development, in order to reduce it to impotence, and
to attain political ends.

124, That action is specifically prohibited by regional
international law. As all the representatives of Latin -
America in this Assembly know, economic aggression

is expressly condemned by regional internationallaw. ‘.

Yet, the United States Government violated that law;
it made use ofthe economic weapon and simply slaghed
our sugar quota by almost a million tons. There was
nothing to stop them. What could Cuba do to protect
itself in such a gituation? It could gobefore the United
Nations to complain of political aggression, economic .
aggression and the aerial incursions by pirate air-
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craft, to say nothing of the United States Government's
continual interference in Cuba's political affairs and
the subversive campaigns it is earrying on against
the Revolutionai'y Government, :

125, We had recourse to the Uniteu Nations. The
. Faited Nations is empowered to deal with questions

of this kind. 1 _is the supreme internztional organi~

zation. It has authority over and above that of the
Organization of AmericanStates. Moreover, we wanted
to bring the question before the United Nations because
we known that economically the Latin Americannations
are dependent on the Umted States.

126. The Umted Nations was seized of the question
 and asked OAS to look into the matter. OAS met.3/
What action was to be expected? That OAS would pro-
tect the country tha: had been attacked; that it would
condemn the polit1ca1 aggression, and in particular
the economic aggression, against Cuba. That was what
we expected. After all, we were a small country in
the Latin American community. We were yet another
victim of aggression. We were not the first or the
last. Mexico had on more than one occagion, been the
victim of aggression, including military aggression.
The United States seized a large part of Mexican
territory after a war during which hercic sons of
Mexico wrapped themselves in the Mexican flag and
jumped from the ramparts at Chapultepec rather than
surrender. Such are the heroic sons of Mexico. And
that was not the only act of aggression; that was not the
only occasion on which United States forces marched
into Mexican territory.

127. There was also intervention in Nicaragua, and
for seven years César Augusto Sandinoputup a heroic
resistance. There was intervention more than once
in Cuba, and in Haiti and Santo Domingo. There was
intervention ir Guatemala. Is there any one here who
could in honestly deny the intervention cf the United
Fruit Company and the United States Department of
State in the overthrow of the lawful- Government of
Guatemala? I realize that there are some who consider
it their duty as officials to be discreet in this maiter
- and who are capable of coming to this rostrum with a
denial, but in their heart of hearts they know that what
I say is a fact

128. Cuba was not the first country to be atiacked;

it was not the first country in danger of aggression.
. Everyone in the Americas knows thatthe United States
Government has always iaid dewn the law, the law that
might is right, which it has usedtodestroy the Puerto
* Rican nztion and mzintain its dominion over the island,
the law by virtue of which it took possession of, and
- still holds, the Panama Canal. That was nothing new.
Our country should have been protected but it was not.
Why? At this point we must consider facts and not
forms. According to the dead letter of thelaw, we are
protected; in. reality we haveno protectionwhatsoever,
for the facts count more than the law set forth in inter=-
" national ecdes and the fact is that a small country
attacked by a powerful Government had no defence and
could not be protected.

129. What happened at the meeting in Costa Rica?
By a miracle of ingenuity, neither the United States
nor the Government of the United States was cen-
sured-and may I say at this point that our feelings

JOlrganization of American States, Seventh Meeting of Consultation
of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, held at San José, Costa Rica, from
22 to 29 August 1960.
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towards the people of the United States should not be
confused with our feelings towards the United States
Government. The Government of the United Stateswas
not censured for the sixty flights by pirate aircraft;
it was not censured for economic aggression and fhe
many other acts of aggression committed, On the
contrary, they censured the Soviet Union. It was an
extraordinary thing to do. The Soviet Union had not
committed aggression against us; no Soviet aircraft
had flown over our territory and yet in Costa Rica
they censured the Soviet Union for interference. The
Soviet Union had merely said that inthe event of mili-
tary aggression against cur country, Soviet artillery=- .
men could, figuratively speaking, support the vietim
of aggression. Since when has support for a small
country, in the event of an attack on it by a powerful
country, been regarde as interference? In law there
is what is called an "‘impossible condition". If the
United States considers that it is incapable of com=~
mitting a particular crime, it is sufficient to gay that
since there is no possibility of its attacking Cuba,
there is no possibility of the Soviet Union support-
ing that little country. But that principle was not laid
down. The principle laid down was that the Soviet Union
should be censured for its interference. There was
no mention of the bombing of Cuba, no mention of the
aggression against Cuba. .

130, There is, of course, one thing that we should all
bear in mind. All of us here, without exception, are
actors and participants in a crucial moment in the
history of mankind. Sometimes censure does not seem
to strike home. Sometimes we do not heed criticism,
particularly when we forget that agpersons privileged

to play a role at this crucial moment in history, we

shall some day be judgedby nistory for our acts. When
we think how our countrydound itself without defenders
at the meeting in Costa Rica, we smile because that
episode will be judged by history. I say so without
bitterness. It is difficult to blame men. Men are fre-
quently the playthings of circumstances and we who
are fainiliar with our country's history and know at
first haud what it is enduring today, understand how
terrible it is when a nation's economy and way of life
in generul are subordinate to foreign economic power.

131. I need only note that our country was left unde~
fended and point to the concernthatthe question should
not reach the United Nations. Perhaps it was felt that

it would be eagier to c¢btain an automatic majority in

the OAS, although it is hard to see why, as automatic
majorities have frequently been obtained here in the
United Nationg. With all due respect to this Organi-
zation, I must say that our people, the people of Cuba,
have learned much; they are, andIsay this with pride,
equal to the task they are undertaking, fo the heroic
struggle they are waging; they have learnt a lesson
from recent international events and they know that
at the eleventh hour, when their rights have been de-
nied, when the forces of aggression are marshalled
against them, whentheir rights arenot protected either
in the Organization of AmericanStates or inthe Unite
Nations, there still remains to them the ultimate and
heroic remedy of resistance.

182; This is why we small countries still do not feei
certain that our rights will be preserved; Thisis why,, /
when we small countries seek to befree,we know that;
we must become free by our own efforts and at our -
own risk. When a people is united and is defending a
just cause, it can trust in its own sirength. In Cuba
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we are not, as we ha.ve been alleged to be, a group of

men governing a country. We are a people governing
a country, an entiré nation resolutely united in an un~
shakeable revolutionary spirit iz defence ofits rights.
This is something that the enemies of the revolution
and of Cuba should know for if they ignore it they are
grievously mistaken. .

133. This is the background to the Cuban revoiution.
What is the state of the country? Why have difficulties
arisen? And yet despite these difficulties thé Cuban
-revolution is changing what was yesterday a country
without hope, a country of poverty, many of whose
people could not read or write, into a country which
will soon be one of the most advanced and highly de-
veloped in the Americas.

134. In a scant twenty months the Revolutlonary Gov-
ernmen} has opened 10,000 new schools, thatis, double
the number of rural schools which had been buiit in
the previous half century, and Cuba is today the first
country in the Americas to meet all its school needs,
with teachers even in the most remote mountain vﬂ-
lages.

135. In this short space of time the Revolutionary
Government has built 25,000 houses inrural andurban
areas. Fifty new towns are under comnstruction. The
most important military fortresses are being used to
house tens of tkiousands of students and next year our
people propose to launch an all-out offensive against
illiteracy, with the ambitious goal of teaching every
illiterate person to read and write. Organizaiions of
teachers, students and workers—the entire people—
are preparing themselves for an intensive campaign
and within a few months Cuba will bethe first country
in the Americas to be able to claim that it h.;s not a
- gingle illiterate inhabitant.

136. Our people now benefit from the services of
hundreds of doctors who have been sent tothe country
districts to fight diseases caused by parasites and
improve sanitary conditions in the nation.

137. In another field, that of the conservation of natu~
ral resources, we can point with pride to the fact that
in a single year, in the most ambitious plan for the
conservation of natural resources being carried out in
-this continent, including the United States and Canada,
we have planted approxmately 50 milhon timber-
producing trees. 4\

138. Young people, for whom there were no jobs or
schools, have been organized by the Retyolutionary
Government and are today being employed inwork that
is of valne-io the country and at the same time are
- peing trained for productive employment,

139. Agricultural production has increased from the
very outset. This virtually unique achievement was
possible because the Revolutionary Government made
over 100,000 small tenant farmers into landowners and
at the same time maintained large~scale productionby
means of agricultural producers! co~operatives. By
u,smg co~operatives to maintain large~scale production
- it was possible to apply the most modern agricultural
techniques, and from the very outset production in-
creagsed. And we have carried through this programme
of social betterment and provided teachers, houses
and hogpitals without sacrificing resources for de-
velopment.

'140. The Revolutionary Go{reﬂiment is already car-
rying out a programme of industrialization and the

~-thig concern and the Cuban

—\

first factories are now being built, We have used our
country's resources rationally. Thus, Cuba used to
import $35 million worth of cars and $5million worth
of tractors, A predominantly agricultural countrywag
importing seven times as meny cars as tractors. Ve
have reversed the figures and are importing seven
times as many tractors as cars.

141. Close to $500 million has been recovered from
the politicians who had enriched themselves during
the tyranny. We have recovered a total of close to
$500 million iv cash and other assets from the corrupt
politicians who had been plundering our oountry for
seven years.

142, By making proper use of this Wealth and these '

‘resources, the Revolutionary Government is able to

implement a plan for the industrialization ofthe coun~
try and the expangion of agricultural production and
at the same time to build houses and schools, send
teachers to the most remote  villages and provide
medical services, in other words to carry out a pro-
gramme of social develcpment. As you know, at the
recent meeting in Bogotd¥/ the United States Govern=~
ment put forward a plan. But it was not a plan for
economic development. It was a plan for social de-
velopment, by which is meant, a plan for building
houses, schools and roads. Does this solve the prob-
lem? How can social problems be solved without a
plan for economic development? Do they want to make
fools of the people of Latin America? If the houses
are built, what are the families who move into them
going to live on? Where are the children who are to
go to these schools going to get shoes, clothes and
foo(i? Surely they realize that parents will not send .-
their children to ‘school without clothes or shoes?f
Where is the money going to come from to pay th(
t\eachers and doctors? Where is the money going to
come from to pay for the medicines? One good way

 of saving money on medicines would be to improve

the people's diet. Money spent on feeding the people
will not have fc be spent on hospitals.

143. Now, faced with thetremendous reality of under~.
development, the United States Government comes
out with a plan for social development. Of course, the p |
fact that the United States Government is showing an /
interegt in the problems of Latin America is in itself‘~
something remarkable. Previously, it had completely
ignored them. What a coincidence that these problems |
are now causing it concern! Any connexion between

, revolution will, of course,
be interpretéd as purely fortuitous. :

144. Forme; \"ly, the monopolies' sole concern was
to exploit the under~developed countries, but with the
advent of the Cuban revolution they began to get wor=
ried. And at the same time that the United States is
attacking us economically and trying to ruin us, it .
offers charityto the peoples of Latin America, not in
the form of regources for general development—which
is what Latin America wants=but resources for social
development, for houses for men who have no work,
for schools which no c¢hiidren will attend and for hos-
pitals which would be not so necessary if there were
a little less malnntrition in Latin America.

N

4/Third Meeting of the Special Committee of the Council of the Or-

ganization of American States to Study the Formulation of New Measures
for Economic Cooperation (Committee of Twenty-one), held at Bogoté,
Colombia from & to 13 September 1960, N ‘
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145. V7 fter all, some of my Latin American colleagues
may feel it is their duty tobediscreet here, but I my=-
self can welcome a revolution like the Cuban revolu=
tion, At leas) it has' forced the monopolies to return
a small part of what they have seized from the peoples
of Latin America in the form of natural reseurces and
labour, ,

146, We are not worried by the fact that we are not
_included in the United States aid plan. We are not going
to get alarmed about that. We have already been set-
tling these problems for a long time. However, some
may feel that we are engzging inpropagandahere, be-
cause the President of the United States said that some
Members were going to come to this rostrum for that
purpose. Of course, any of our United Nations col-
leagues is invited to visit Cuba at anytime. We do not
close the door cn anyone; we do notplace restrictions
on anyone. Any of our colleagues inthis Assembly can
visit Cuba and see with his own eyes. You all know
that chapter in the Bible which speaks of Saint Thomas,
who said that he had to see in order to believe., We
can invite any journalist or any representative to
visit Cuba and see what a people can do with its own

resources, when they are invested honestly and ra-

tionally. ; o

147, We are not only seftling our housing and edu~
cational difficulties but also our development problems
because otherwise our social problems would remain
unsolved “But what is happening? Why is the United
States Government unwilling to speak of development?
The answer is very simple: it is because the United
Sthtes Governmuent does not want to stand up to the
monopohes and the monopolies require natural re=
sources and inves_tment markets for their capital.

148, That is Whe‘re the great contradiction lies. That

is’ .my the true solution of the problem is not sought;
. that is why no programmes are being drawn up for
the development of the under-developed countries.
It is well that this should be stated in all frankness
because, in the final analysis, we under-developed
countries are in the ma]ority here, in case anyone is
unaware of the fact. And, in the fmal analysig, it is we
who can see what is happening in the under-developed
countries. However, the real solution ig not sought
and here there is always talk about the participation
of private capital. This, of course, means markets
for investments of surplus capital investments of the
kind that are amortized in five years.,

149, The United States Government cannot propose a
plan for public investment because this would run
counter to its very "raison d'étre", namely, the United
States monopolies. This is quite frankly the real rea=
son ‘why no genuine economic development programme
is being put forward: to preserve our lands in Latin
. America, Africa and Asia for the 1nvestment of surw
- plus capital. : :

150 Thus far we have referred to the problems of
my own country. Why have these problems not been
sclved? Is it because we do not want to solve them?
No; the Government of. Cuba has always been ready to
discuss its problems with the United States Govern—
ment but the United States Government has not wished
to discuss its problems with Cuba. And it must have
its reasons for mnot wishing to discuss its problems
with Cuba,

B

Mr., FEKINI (Libya) Vice-President, took the Cbazr.

151. I have here a note sent by the Revolutionary

Government of Cuba to the Government of the Umted
States on 27 January 1960. It stutes:

®"The. differences of opinion wlnch may exist be=
tween both Governments as subjects for diplomatic
negotiations can be seftled - effectively by such ne=

gotiations, The Government of Cuba is ready and--~
~ willing to discugs all these differences, without

reservations and in the broadest possible terms. It
states categorically that, in its view, there are no
obstacles of any kind which przvent the holding of

such negotiations through any of the channels nor= . -

mally used for this purpose. The Government of

Cuba wishes to maintain znd extend diplomatic and .-

economic relations with the Government and pecple
of the United States, wn the basis of mutnal respect
and reciprocal bepefit, and ‘believes that on such a
basis the traditional friendship between the Cuban
and United Staies peoples is indestructible.

‘On 22 February 1960, the Revolutionary Govermnent
of Cuba informed the United States Government that

/:

... in accordance with its expressed proposal to.

renew through diplomatic channels the regotiations

_ already begun on matters pending between Cuba and
' the United States of America, it has decided to name
a commission, qualified for the purpose, which could

begin its negotiations 1nWashington onthe date which

the two parties might agree.” » -

%The Revolutionary Government of Cuba ‘wishesto
make clear, however, that the renewal and subse=
cuent development of the said negotiations must
necessarily be subject to no wunilateral measure
being adopted, by the Government or Congress of
your country, which might prejudge the results of
the aforementioned negotiations or cause harm to

the Cuban economy and people. It seems unneces=-.

sary to add that the adherence of your Government
to this point of view would not onily contribute to the
improvement in tiie relations between our respective
countries but also reaffirm the spirit of fratermal
friendship which has bound and still binds our peo=
ples. It would, moreover, permit both Governments
to' examine, in a serene atmosphere and with the
broadest scope, the traditional relations between
Cuba and the United States of America."

152, What was the reply from the Government of the
United States? "...the Government of the United States
cannot accept the conditions for the negotiations stated
in your Excellency's note to the effect that no uni=
lateral measure shall be adopted on, the part of the
Government of the United States affegtintr\the Cuban
economy and people, whether by the leglslative or
executive branch. As President Eisenhower said in
his statement of 26 January, the Government of.the
United States must remain free, in the exercise of

-its own sovereignty, to take whatever steps it deems

necessary, fully consistent with its international obli=
gations, in the defence of the legitimate rights and
interests of its people.”

153, In other words, the United States Government
does not condescend to discuss its djfferences with a
small country like Cuba. What hope has the Cuban
people for the solution of these problems? Ail the

facts which we have been able to observe here miutate

against the solution of these problems and the United
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Nations should take careful account of this because our island which involves us in danger should a con=
the Cuban Giovernment and people are extremely cor=  flict break out.

erned about th wh |
cerned about the aggressive trendwhichhas developed 158. However, is this the only danger? No. There i

in the policy of the United States Government towards
Cuba, poney T ancther danger which causes usmore concernbecause

it is closer. The Revolutionary Grorvernme:;c1 of Cuba

154, It is well that we should be properly informed, has repeatedly expressed its concern lest the impes
In the first place, the United Stateg vag};ienﬁ:n. rialist Government of the United States shoulduse thig
siders itself entitled to foster subversion inour coun= base on our territory as 2 pretext for self-aggression
try. The United States Government is encouraging the wh?ch would justify an attack on our country.I repeat,
organization of subversive movements against the theé Revolutionary Government of Cuba is greatly con=
Revolutionary Government of Cuba, and we are com= Cerned—and makes known its concern here—lest the
plaining of this policy here in the General Assembly. imperialist Government of the United States use sclf~
Specifically, we wish to complain of the fact that a aggression as a pretext for an attack on our country,
Caribbean island which belongs to Honduras, known And this concern on our part is increasing because
as Swan Island, has been forcibly seized by the United  the United States is becoming more aggressive and
States Government, United States Marines are sta= the signs of that aggressiveness are becoming more
tioned there, despite the fact thatthe territorybelongs  alarming.
to Honduras. On this island, in breach of international Mr. BOLAND (Ireland) resumed the Chair,
law, despoiling a neighbouring country of a portion of :
its territory and infringing international broadcasting 159. I have here, for example, a United Press cable
conventions, the United States has setup a powerful which came to my country, reading as follows: "Ad~
radio transmitter which it has entrusted to the war miral Arleigh Burke, United States Chief of Naval
criminals and the subversive groups it maintains in Operations, says that if Cuba should attempt to take
this country, On that island, too, menarebeing trained the Guantinamo Naval Base by force 'we would fight
in the tactics of subversion and for .armed landings Pack'. In a copyrighted interview published today in
in Cuba, It would be well for the Honduran representa= the magazine U.S. News & World Report" (forgive
tive to the General Assembly to claim here his coun~ me if I do not pronounce it correctly) "Admiral Burke
try's right to this piece of itsterritory. However, that was asked if the Navy is concerned about the situation
is his own affair. What concerns us is that a piece of in Cuba under Castro, 'Yes, our Navy is concerned=
territory belonging to a neighbouring country should not about our base at Guantinamo, but about the whole
be seized piratically by the United States Government Cuban situation', Admiral Burke said. He added that
and used as a base for subversion and attacks against  all the military services are concerned. 'Is that be-
Cuba. I request the Assembly totake note of this com= cause of Cuba's strategic position in the Caribbean?'
plaint wich we make on behalf of the Government and he was asked. 'Not necessarily', Admiral Burke said.
people of Cuba, "Here is 2 country with a people normally very friend=

' : . 1y to the United States, people who haveliked the peo=
155. Does the United States Government consider ple of this country=-and we have liked them, Yet, here
itself entitled to foster subversion in our country, has come a man with a smallhardcore of communists
violating all international agreements and encroaching  determined to change all of that. Castro has taught
upon our radio wave-lengths to the great detriment hatred of the United States, and he has gone far to -
of our own broadcasting stations? Doesthismeanper- wards wrecking his country.' Admiral Burke said
haps that the Revolutionary Government of Cuba also  twe would react very fast' if Castromoved against the
has the right to encourage subversion in the United Guantinamo base. 'If they would try to take the base
States? Does it perhaps mean that the Government of by force, we would fight back' he added. To a qgues-
Cuba also has the right to violate United States radio  tion whether Soviet Premier Khrushchev's threats
wave=lengths? What rights can the United States Gov=  about retaliatory rockets give Admiral Burke 'second
ernment have over our people and cver our island?  thoughts about fighting in Cuba', the Admiral said:
How can it behave like that? Let it give back Swan  'No. Because he is not going to launch his rockets.
Island to Honduras because it hasneverhadany juris= He knows he will be destroyed if the does=-I mean
diction over that island. Russia wiil be destroyed!'"

156, There are other circumstances even more 160, First of all, I must point out that in this gentle=
alarming for our people. It is well known that, by man's view the fact that industrial production in my
virtue of the Platt “mendment, imposed by force on  country has increased by 35 per cent, that more than
our people, the United States Government assumed 200,000 Cubans have been given employment, that
the right to establish naval bases on our territory, 2 many of my country's great social problems have been
right imposed and maintained by force. solved, amounts to wrecking the country. It is because
: _ . of these facts that these people take upon themselves
157, The existence of a foreign naval base in the the right to make preparations for aggression. You
territory of any country is a just reason for concern. have seen what a dangerous estimate he makes, for
We Cubans are concerned because a country which  this gentleman calculates virtnally th: . in the event
maintaing an aggressive and warlike international of an attack on us, we should stand alone. That is en=
policy has estaklished such a base in the heart of our  tirely Admiral Burke's idea. But let us suppose that .
island and we are thus exposed to the dangers of an  Admiral Burke is mistaken; let us suppose that he,
international atomic conflict without being in any way  although an Admiral, is wrong-then Admiral Burke
responsible. We have absolutely nothing to do with  is gambling irresponsibly with the fate of the worid
the problems of the United States Government and Admiral Burke and all the other members of his ag*
with the crises which the United States Government gressive military group, are gambling with the fate
is provoking. And yet there is a base in the heart of  of the world. It would hardly be worth bothering about

|
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onr own individual fates; but I believe that as repre=
gentatives of the various peoples of the world, we are
in duty bound to worry about the fate of the world and
to condemn all those who gamble irresponsibly with
it, These people are not only gambling with the fate
of my country; they are gambling withthe fate of their
‘own country and with the fate of all the peoples of
the world. Or does this Admiral Burke believe that
he is still living in the age of the blunderbuss? Has
this Admiral Burke not realized that we are living in
the atomic age, with its catastrophic destructive force
which not even Dante or Leonardo da Vinci with all
their imagination could foresee, for it surpasses any=
thing that mankind could ever imagine? Nevertheless,
he makes this estimate and the United Press has
spread it all over the world. The magazine, the U.S.
News & World Report is about to be published.
Already they are starting to prepare the campaign,
starting to whip up hysteria, starting to reveal the
imaginary danger of some attack by us against the
base. :

161. But that is not all. Yesterday, there appeared
another dispatch from the United Press containing
statements by the United States Senator Styles Bridges
who is, I believe, amembex of the United States Senate
Armed Forces Committee. He said that the United
States must be prepared to maintain its naval base at
Guantinamo in Cuba at all cosis. He said, *We must
go as far as necessary to defend the tremendous United
States installation, We have naval forces there; we
have the Marines and, if we were attacked, I would
certainly defend it for I believe that it is the mos

important base in the Caribbean area." :

162. This member of the Senate Armed Forces Com=
mittee, Mr., Bridges, did not entirely rule out the use
of atomic weapons in the case of an attack on the base,
What does that mean? It means not only that he is
trying to create hysteria, not only that he is system=
atically preparing the ground, but that he is even
threatening us with the use of atomic weapons. Really,
among many other things, I am inclined to ask this
Mr. Bridges if he is not ashamed to threaten 2 little
country like Cuba with atomic weapons.

163. For my own part, with all due respect I must
tell him that the world's problems are not solved by
threatening nor by sowing fear, and that our humble
little country is there, no matter howmuchhe dislikes
it, and that the revolution will go on, no matter how
much he dislikes it, and moreover, that our humble
little people will resign themselves to their fate and
are not frightened at all by his threats to use atomic
weapons,

164, What does this mean? There are many countries
here that have United States bases, but at least they
are not directed against the very Governments which
granted the facilities, at least as far as we know. Our
case is the most tragic. There is abase on our island
territory which is directed against Cuba and against
the Revolutionary Government of Cuba, that is to say,
it is in the hands of those who are the declared
enemies of our country, our revolution and our people.

165. Of all the bases scattered today throughout the
world, Cuba's is the most tragic case. A base for the
use of force, on what is indisputably our territory, far
from the coast of the United States, directed against
Cuba and the Cuban people, imposed on us by force

and constituting a constant threat and cause of f;nxiety

~ to our people.

166, We must therefore say here, in the first place,
that this talk about attacks is intended to create hys=
teria and to pave the way for aggression against our
country, and that we have never said a single word
which would imply any kind of attack onthe naval base
at Guantinamo, because we are the first tobe anxious
to avoid giving the imperialists any excuse for at=
tacking us. I say this quite categorically. At the same
time, I must say that as soon as this counfry began
to constitute a threat to the peace and security of our
country and people, the Revolutionary Government be-
gan very seriously to consider requesting, under the
rules of international law, the withdrawal of the United
States Government's naval and military forces from
this portion of our national territory. The imperialist
Government of the United States will then have no al-
ternative but to withdraw these forces. For how could
it justify to the world its right to install an atomie
base or a base which involves danger to our people
in part of our national territory, on the island which
is the Cuban people's home in this world? How conld
it justify to the world its right to retain sovereignty
over a portion of our territory? How could it stand
before the world and justify such an arbitrary pro=
cedure? And because it will be unable to justify its
right to do so to the world, when our Government
makes a request under the rules of international law,
the United States Government will have no option but
to yield.

167, It is important tor this Assembly to be well in=
formed on Cuban problems because we must all be
on the alert against deceit and confusion. We must
explain all these matters very clearly because they
affect the security and the future of our country.I
ask therefore that these words that I have said be
noted very carefully, particularly in view of the fact
that there seems to be no prospect of correcting the
erroneous view which the politicians of this country
have in regard to Cuba's problems.

168, For example, I have here some statements by

Mr. Kennedy which are enough to astound anyone. On

Cuba he says:

"We must use all the power of the Organization
of American States to prevent Castro from inter=
fering with other Latin American Governments and
to return freedom to Cuba."

They are going to restore freedom to Cuba!

"We must state our intention of not allowing the
Soviet Union to turn Cuba into its Caribbean base,
and apply the Monroe Doctrine."

More than half way through the twentieth century
this Presidential candidate talks about the Monroe

Doctrine!

"We must force Prime Minister Castro to under=
stand that we propose to defend our rightto the naval
base of Guantinamo." '

He is the third one to speak of this problem.

"And we must show the Cuban people that we
sympathize with their legitimate economic aspira= -
tions . . ." '

Why did they not sympathize before?
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.+ that we know full well their love for freedom
and that we shall never be satisfied until democracy
returns to Cuba"

What democracy? The made=in=America democracy
of the imperialist monopolies of the United States
Government.

169. In order to understand why there are aircraft

flying from United States territory to Cuba, listen
carefully to what this candidate has to say:

"The forces that are struggling for freedom in
exile and in the mountains of Cuba must be supplied
and assisted and in other countries of Latin America
communism must be confined without allowing it to
expand or spread.”

170, If Kennedy was not an illiterate and ignorant
millionaire, he would understand that it is impossible
to carry out a revolution against the peasants in the

mountaing with the aid of the landowners, and that

whenever imperialism has tried to stir up counter-
revolutionary groups, within a very short time the
peasant militia has put them out of action. However,
he would appear to have read in some novel or seen
in some Hollywood film some story about guerrillas
and he thinks that it is socially possible to carry out
a guerrilla war in Cuba today.

171, However you look at this, it is discouraging,
but let nobody think that these remarks on Kennedy's
statements indicate any sympathy on our part for the
other candidate, Mr. Nixon, who has made similar
statements. As far as we are concerned, both of them
. lack political sense.

172. The PRESIDENT: I am sorryto have to interrupt
the Prime Minister of Cuba, but I am sure that I am
faithfully reflecting the feelings of the Assembly as
a whole when I ask him to consider whether it is right
and proper that the candidates in the current election
in this country be discusgsed at the rostrum of the
Assembly of the United Nations.

173. I am sure that in this matter the distinguished
Prime Minister of Cuba will, on reflection, see my

point of view, and I feel thatIcan rely with confidence

on his good-will and co-operation. On that basis I
would ask him kindly to continue with his remarks.

174.. Mr. CASTRO, Prime Minister of Cuba, (trans-
lated from Spanish): We have no intention of departing
in any way from the rules which govern conduct in
the United Nations and the President may count on
my co-operation in order to prevent anything that I
say from being misinterpreted. I have nc intention of
offending anybody. It is tc some extent a question of
style and above all, a question of confidence in the
Assembly. In any event, I shall try to avoid wrong
interpretations of any kind.

' 175. Up to now I have been dealing with the problem
of Cuba, which is our basic reason for coming to the
United Nations. However, we fully realize that it would
be somewhat selfish on our part if our concern was
limited to our own specific case. Of course, we have
spent most of our time in giving the Assembly infor-
mation about Cuba's case, so there is not much left
for the other questions, to which we will refer only
briefly.

176. Cuba's is not an isolated case., It would be a
mistake to think so. Cuba's case is that of all the
under~developed countries; it resembles that of the

———

Congo, of Egypt, Aigeria, West Irian, Panama, which
wants its Canal, Puerto Rico, whose national spirit ig
being destroyed, Honduras, which is being deprived of
part of its territory; in short, although we have not
referred specifically to the rest, the case of Cuba ig
that of all the under~developed and colonial countrieg,

177. The problems we have described in connexion
with Cuba apply equaily well to the whole of Latin
America, It is the monopolies that control the eco-
nomic resources of all Latin America, These monopo=
lies, where they do not directly own the mines and
control all mining, as in the case of copper in Chile,
Peru or Mexico, zinc in Peru and Mexico, and oil in
Venezuela, own the public utilities, as in the case of
electricity in Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Peru, Ecuador
and Colombia, or the telephone service as in Chile,
Brazil, Peru, Venezuela, Paraguay and Bolivia; or
else they control the marketing of our products, as
in the case of coffee in Brazil, Colombia, E1 Salvador,
Costa Rica and Guatemala, or in the case of bananas -

which are grown and sold, as well as transported, by
the United Fruit Company in Guatemala, Cc sta Rica
and Honduras, or in the case of cotton in Mexico or
Brazil. This economic control is exercised by United
States monopolies, masgters of the most important
industries in the country, which is thus entirely de-
pendent on the monopolies.

178. Woe betide these countries on the day whenthey
too wish to engage in land reform! They will be asked
for prompt, effective and fair compensation and if,
despite all this, they succeed in land reform, the
representatives of these sister countries who cometo
the United Nations will find themselves confined to
Manhattan, unable to take a hotel room, covered with
insults and possibly even manhandled by the police,

179. The problem of Cuba is only one example of
what is taking place in Latin America. How long will
Latin America have to wait for development? Under
the policies of the monopolies, it will have to wait till
the Greek Calends. Who is going to industrialize Latin
America? The monopolies? No. There is a United
Nations economic report which explains that instead
of going to the countries where it is most needed to
establish basic industry to help in development, pri=-
vate investment capital goes preferably to the more
industrialized countries because there, according to
what is said or believed, it finds greater security.
Obviously, the United Nations Department of Economic
and Social Affairs has recognized that there is no
possibility of development through private investment
capital, in other words, through the monopolies.

180. Development in Latin America will have to take
place by means of planned publie investment made
without political conditions, for, naturally, we all want
to represent free countries and none of us wishes to
represent a country which dees not feel itself free.
None of us wants the independence of our country to be
subordinated to any interest which is not that of the
country. Hence, aid must be without political condi~

-tions.

181. The fact that we are not offered assistance does
not matter. We have not requested it. But in the in-
terest of the peoples of Latin America, we feel it our
duty, in the interests of solidarity to make it quite
plain that aid must be free of political conditions:
public investment for economic development, not so=

y
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cial development, which is the latest gambit invented
to conceal the real need for economic development.

182. The problems of Latin America resemble those
of the rest of the world, of Africa and of Asia. The
world is divided among the monopolies. The same
monopolies that we see in Latin America are to be
found in the Middle East. There, oil is in the hands
of monopolistic companies controlled by financial
interests of the United States, Great Britain, the
Netherlands and France. This is true of Iran, Iraq,
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Qatar and, all parts of the
world. The same thing takes place, for instance, in
the Philippines. It is the same in Africa.

183. The world is divided among monopolistic in~-
terests—~who would dare deny this historic truth? The
monopolistic interests do not want to see the peoples
develop; what they want is to exploit the peoples! natu~
ral resources and exploit the peoples themselves, and
the sooner they can recover or amortize their griginal
investment, the better.

184, The difficulties which the people of Cuba have
had with the imperialist Government of the United
States are the same difficulties as Saudi Arabia, or
Iran or Iraq, would encounter ifthey nationalizedtheir
oil. The same difficulties were encountered by Egypt
when it, quite rightly, nationalized the Suez Canal;
the same difficulties were encountered by Indonesia
when it wished to become independent. Instances of
the nature of these difficulties are provided by ths
surprise attack upon Egypt, and the gurprise invasion
of the Congo.

185. Have the colonialists and imperialists ever

lacked excuses for an invasion? Never; they have al- .

ways been able to find some excuse to their hand.
Which are the colonialist countries? Which are the
imperialist countries? It is not just four or five coun-
tries, but four or five groups of monopohes which
possess the world's wealth.

186. If a person from outer space who had not read
either Karl Marx's Communist Manifesto, or the ca-
bles of the United Press or the Associated Press, or
other monopolistic publications, were to arrive inthis
Assembly and-ask how the world was divided, and then
gsee on the map of the world that the world's wealth
was divided between the monopolies of four or five
countries, he would say at once, "the world is badly
divided, the world is being exploited". Here in this
Agsembly, where the under-developed countries are
in the great majority, he might say that most of the
countries represented are exploited and have been
exploited for a long time: the form taken by the ex-
ploitation has varied, but they have consistently been
exploited. That would be the verdict.

187. There was a statement in Mr. Khrushchev's
. speech [169th meeting] which particularly attracted
our attention because of its intrinsic importance: this
was when he said that the Soviet Union had no colonies
nor any investments in any country. What a wonderful
world it would be, this world of ours now thréatened

with disaster, if all the repreosentatives of all the

nations could say the same: "Our country hasno colo-
nies nor any investments in any foreign country.®

188. Why beat about the bush? This is the crux; this
- 18 the crux of the question of peace and war, of the
arms race or disarmament. From man's earliest days,
wars have broken out for one fundamental reason: the

.

desire of one gide to rob the other of its wealth, When
this philcsophy of despoilment disappears, the phi-
losophy of war will have disappeared. Colonies will
disappear; the exploitation of the nations by the mo-
nopolies will disappear and then mankind will have
made a real step forward along the path of progress.
Until this step is taken, until this stage is reached,
the world must live constantly under the threat of being
involved in some crisis, in an atomic conflagration.
Why? Because certain parties are interested in main=-
taining this despoilment; because certain parties are
interested in maintaining exploitation. :

189, We have spoken here of the case of Cuba, Our
case has taught us a great deal through the problems
which we have had with our imperialism; that is to
gay, the imperialism which is directed against us. In
the last resort, however, all imperialisms are alike
and all are allied A country which exploits the peo~
ples of Latin America or any other part of the world
allies itself with the exploitation of the other nations
of the world.

190. There was one point which alarmed us very
greatly in the speech made by the President of the
United States when he said:

"in the developing areas, we must seek to pro-
mote peaceful change, as well as to assist economic
and social progress. To do this~to assist peaceful
change—the international community must be able

to manifest its presence in emergencies through -

United Nations observers or forces. I shouid like to
sez Member countries take positive action on the
suggestions in the Secretary-~General's report look-
ing to the creation of a qualified staff within the
Secretariat to assist him in imeeting future needs
for United Nations forces." [868th meeting, para. 50.]

191. In other words, after considering the developing
areas in Latin America, Africa, Asia and Oceania, he
advocates the promotion of peaceful change and pro-
poses that United Nations observers or forces should
be used to assist it. Yet, the United States came into
the world by meang of a revolution against its colo-
nizers. The right of the pecples tu free themselves
by revolution from colonialism or any form of op-
pression was recognized in the Declaration of Inde=
pendence adopted at Philadelphia, on 4 July 1776, but
today, tiie Government of the United States advocates‘
the use of United Nations forces to prevent revolu=
tionary changes.

192, The President of the United States went on io
say:

"The Secretary-General has now suggested that
Members should maintain a readiness to meet pos=~
sible future requests from the United Nations for
contributions to such forces. All countries repre-
sented here should respond to this need by earmark-
ing national contingents which could take part in
United Nations forces in case of need. The time to
do it is now==at this Assembly.

71 assure countries which now receive assistance
from the United States that we favour use of that
agsistance to help them maintain such contingents
in the state of readiness suggestedby the Secretary=-
General." [Ibid. paras. 52 and 53.]

In other words, he proposes that those counﬁl:ries in
which there are United States bases andwhichreceive -



132

General Assembly - Fifteenth Session — Plenary Meetings

United States assistance should receive further as-
sistance for the formation of these emergency forces.

193. President Eisenhower added:

"To assist the Secretary-General's efforts, the
United States is prepared to earmark also substan-
tial air and sea transport facilities on a standby
basis, to help move contingents requested by the
United Nations in any future emergency." [868th
meeting, para. 53.] ‘ ‘

194. That is, he offers United States ships and planes
for these emergency forces. We would like to say here
and now that the Cuban delegation is not in favour of
these emergency forces as long as all the peoples of
the world cannot feel sure that these forces are not
to be placed at the service of colonialism and impe~
rialism; particularly when any of them may at any
time be the victim of the use of these forces against
the rights of our peocples.

195. Herein lie a number of problems which have
already been referred to by the various delegations.
Simply for reasons of time, I should like merely to
place on record Cuba's views on the question of the
Congo,

196. In view of our anti-colonialist position and our
opposition to the exploitation of the under~developed
countries, we naturally condemn the form taken by
the intervention of the United Nations forces in the
Congo. In the first place, they failed to act against
the intervening forces, the purpose for which they had
been summoned. They waited long enough for the first
disagreement to arise there. Whenthat was not enough,
they allowed time and opportunity for the second dis-
sension to arise. Lastly, during the occupation of the
radic stations and airfields they made it possible for
the so-called "third man®" to come forward—we are
already only too familiar withthe deliverers who arise
in such circumstances. In 1934, cne of these deliverers
sprang up in our country, and his namewas Fulgencio
Batista. In the Congo, his name is Mobutu. In Cuba,
our deliverer visited the United States Embassy every
day and apparently the same thing is happening in the
Congo. Is this just our allegation? No, it is reported
by a magazine which is one of the monopolies' most
fervent supporters and as such could never be against
the monopolies. It could not be pro=-Lumumba because
it is against him, and it is pro~-Mobutu. Nevertheless,
it explains who he is, how he sprang up, how he went
to work, and finally in its latestissue, Time magazine
says that Mobutu became a frequent visitor to the
United States Embassy and had long talks with offi~-
cials there. One afternoonlast week, Mobutu conferred
with officers at Camp Leopcld and won their voeiferous
support, That night he went to Radio Congo—the same
Radio Congo that Lumumba had not been allowed to
use—and abruptly announced that the Army was as=-
suming power. All this after frequent visits to and
lengthy conversations with, officials of the United
States Embassy. This ig reported by Time Magazine,
‘defender of the monopolies. In other words, the hand
of the colonial interests has been plain and obvious in
the Cengo, and our view is, consequently, that a mis-
take has been made, that colonialist interests have
been favoured and that all the facts indicate that the
people of the Congo, and right in the Congo, are on
the side of the only leader who remained there de-
fending his country's interests, namely, Lumumba.

197, If, despite this state of affairs and the mys-
terious "third man® who has sprung upinthe Congo to
oppose not only the lawful interests of the Congolese
people but also the legitimate authorities ofthe Congo,
the African and Asian countries succeedinreconciling
these lawful authorities in defence of the Congo's in=
terests, sc much the better. But if this reconciliation
does not take place, reason and right should attach
themgselves to the man who not only has the support
of the people and of Parliament, but also has stood
out szainst the interests of the monopolies and stood
by his people.

198. As regards the problem of Algeria, we are, I
need hardly say, 100 per cent on the side of the right
of the people of Algeria to independence. It is ridicu-
lous-~like so many ridiculous things ir.the world which
have been artificially created by vested interests~—to
claim that Algeria is part of France. Similar claims
have been made by other countries in an attempt to
keep their colonies in other days. This so-called "in~-
tegration” has failed throughout history. Let us turn
the question upside down: suppose Algeria was the
metropolitan country and it was to declare that part
of Europe was an integral part of its territory? Such
reagoning is far-fetched and devoid of all meaning,
Algeria belongs to Africa as Francebelongs to Europe,
This African people has been fighting a heroic battle
against the metropolitan country for many years.

199, Perhaps even while we are calmly talking here,
the machine-guns and bombs of the Government cr the
French Army are attacking Algerian villages and ham~
lets. Men may well be dying, in a struggle in which
it ig perfectly clear where the right lies, a struggle
that could be ended without disregarding the interests
of that minority which is being used as an excuse for
denying nine~tenths of the population of Algeria their
right to independence. Yet the United Nations is doing
nothing, We were in such a hurry to go into the Congo
and we are so unenthusiastic about going into Algeria!
If the Algerian Government, which is a Government,
for it represents millions of fighting Algerians, were
to request the United Nations to send forces there
also, should, we go with the same enthusiasm? I hope
that we should go with the same enthusiasm, but with
a very different purpose, that is to say, for the pur=-
pose of defending the interests of the colony and noi
of the colonizers. '

200, We are, therefore, on the side of the Algerian
people, as we are on the side of the remaining colonial
peoples in Africa and onthe side of the Negroes against
whom discrimination is exercised inthe Union nf South
Africa. Similarly, we are on the side of those peoples
who wish to be free, not only politically—for it is very
easy to acquire a flag, a coat of arms, a national
anthem and a colour onthe map~but also economically
free, for there is one truth whichwe should all recog-
nize as being of primary importance, namely, that
there can be no political independence unless there
is economic independence; that political independence
without economic independence is an illusion; we
therefore support their aspiration to be free politi-
cally and economically. Freedom does not consist in
the possession of a flag, and acoat of arms and repre-~
sentation in the United Nations.

201, We should like to draw attention here to another
right: a right which was proclaimed by the Cuban peo=
ple at a mass meeting quite recently; the right of the
under-developed countries to nationalize their natural
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resourceg and the investments of the monopolies in
their respective countries without compensation; in
other vrords, we advocate the nationalization of natural
regour es and foreign investments in the under-
developed countries, and indeed if industrialized coun-

~ tries wish to do the same thing, we shall not oppose
them.

202, If countries are to be iruly free in political
matters, they must be truly free in economic matters
and we must lend them assistance.

203, In reply, we shall be asked about the value of
the investments and our reply will be to inquire as
to the value of the profits from those investments; the
profits which have been extracted from the colonized
and under-developed peoples for decades, if not for
centuries. o

204. There is also a proposal made by the President
of the Republic of Ghana, in his speech to the General
Assembly [869th meeting], which we should like to
support: the proposal that Africa should be cleared
of military bases and thus of nuclear weapon bases;
in other words the proposal to free Africa from the
perils of atomic war. Something has alreadybeendone
in regard to Antarctica. As we gp forward on the path
to disarmament, why should we not also go forward
towards freeing certain parts of the world from the
danger of nuclear war?

205, If Africa is reborn=that Africa whichwe arebe=-
ginning to know today, not the Africa pictured on the
map or in novels and Hollywood films, not the Africa
of semi=-naked tribesmen armed with spears, ready
to run away at the first clash with the white hero,
that white hero who became more heroic the more
African natives he killed, but the Africawesee repre-
sented here by leaders like Kwame Nkrumah and Sékou
Touré, the Africa of Nasser's Arab world, the true
Africa, the oppressed continent, the exploited conti=
nent, the continent which was the birthplace of millions
of slaves, this Africa whose past is sofull of anguish.
To this Africa we have a duty: we must save it from
the danger of destruction.

206, Let the other countries make some recompense!
Let the West make up a little for what it has made
Africa suffer, by preserving it from the danger of
atomic war and declaring it a free zone as far as this
peril is concerned. Let no atomic basesbe established
there! Even if we can do nothing else, let this con=
tinent at least remain a sanctuary where human life
may be preserved! We support this proposal warmly.

207, On the question of disarmament, we whole=~
heartedly support the Soviet proposal [A/4505], and
we are not ashamed to do so. We regard it as a cor-
rect, specific, well=defined and clear proposal. We
have carefully studied the speech made here by Presi=
dent Eisenhower=--he made no real reference to dis=
armament, to the development of the under~developed
countries or to the colonial problem. Really, it would
be worthwhile for the citizens of this country, who are
so influenced by false propaganda, to compare objec-

tively the statements of the President of the United

States [868th meeting] and of the Prime Minister of the
Soviet Union, [869th meeting], so that they could see
which speech contains genuine anxiety over the world*s
problems; so that they could see which one spoke
clearly and sincerely and so that they could see who
really wants disarmament and who is against it and
why. The Soviet proposal could notbe clearer. Nothing

could be added to the Soviet explanation. Why should
there be any reservations when no one hag ever before
spoken so clearly of so tremendous a problem?

208. The history of the world hag taught us the tragic
lesson that arms races always lead towar: at the same
time, never has the responsibility been greater, for
never has war signified so vast a holocaust for man~
kind. What did the representative of the Soviet Union
say about this problem, which is of so much concern
to mankind because mankind's very existence is at
stake? He made a proposal for general and complete
disarmament. What more can be asked? If 'more can
be asked, let us ask if; if we can ask for more safe-
guards, let us do so; but the proposal could not be
clearer or better defined, and at this stage of history,
it cannot be rejected without assuming the responsi-
bility involved in the danger of war and of war jtself,

209. Why should this problem not come before the
General Assembly? Why does the United States dele~
gation not wish to discuss this problem here in the
Assembly? Have we no judgemeni? Have we no right
to discuss the problem? Must a special commissionbe
convened? Why not adopt the most democratic method?
In other words, let the General Assembly, all the
representatives, discuss the disarmament problem
here, and let everyone lay his cards on the table so
that it will become apparent who wants disarmament
and who does not; who wants to play at war and who
dees not, and who itis whois betraying the aspirations
of mankind, for mankind must never be dragged into
a holocaust by sordid and self-geeking interests.

210. Our peoples mugt be saved from this holocaust,
so that everything created by human knowledge and
intelligence will not be used to destroy mankind itself.

211. The representative of the Soviet Union has spoken
frankly-I say this objectively--and I urge that these
proposals be considered and that everybody put their
cards on the table. Above all, this is not merely a
question of representatives, this is a matter of public
opinion. The warmongers and militarists must be ex-
posed and condemned by world public opinion. This
is not a problem for minorities only: it concerns the
world. The warmongers and militarists must be un=
masked, and this is the task of public opinion, This
problem must be discussed not only in the General
Assembly but before the entire world, before the great
assembly of the whole world, because in the event of
a war not the leaders only but also hundreds of mil~-
lions of completely innocent persons will he sxter=
minated. ‘

212, And it is for this reason that we meet here as
representatives of the world, or of apartof the world,
since this Assembly is not yet complete; it will not
be complete until the People's Republic of China is
represented here. Until then, one-quarter of the
world's population is absent. But we who are here,
have the duly to speak frankly and not to evade the
issue. We must all discuss it; this problem is too
serious to be overlooked. It is more important than
economic aid and all other obligations, because this
is the obligation to preserve the life of mankind, We
must all discuss and speak about this problem, and
we must fight to establish peace, or at least to unmask
the militarists and warmongers. :

213. And, above all, if we, the under~developed coun=
tries, want to have a chance of progress, if we want
to have a chance of seeing our peonles enjoying a
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higher level of living, let us fight for peace, let us
fight for disarmament; with a fifth of what the world
spends on armaments, we could promote the develop=-
ment of all the under-developed countries at a rate
of growth of 10 per cent per annum. With a fifth of
the resources which countries spend on armaments,
we could surely raise the peoples' level of living.

214. Now, what are the obstacles to disarmament?
Who is interested in being armed? Those who are
interested in being armed to the teeth are those who
want t0o keep colonieg, those who want to maintain
their monopolies, those who want to retain control of
the oil of the Middle East, the natural resources of
Latin America, of Asia, of Africa. and who require
military strength to protect their interests. And as
everyone knows, these territories were occupied and
colonized on the strength of the law of force; by virtue
of the law of force millions of menwere enslaved, and
it is force which sustains such exploitation in the world.
Therefore, those most concerned that there should be
no d1sarmament are those interested in maintaining
military strength in order to retain control of natural

regources, the weaith of the peoples and cheap labour

in under-developed countries.

215. We promised to speak frankly, and there is no
other way of telling the truth. The colonialists, there~
fore, are againgt disarmament. Using the weapon of
world public opinion, we must fight to force disarma-
ment on them as we must force them to respect the
right of peoples to economic and political liberation.

216. The monopolies are against disarmament, be~
cause, apart from the fact that they defend their in-
terests with arms; the arms race Las always been
good business for them. For example, everybody knows
that the great monopolies in this country doubled their
capital as a result of the Second World War,. Like
vultures, the monopolies feed on the corpses which
are the harvest of war; and war is a business. Those
who trade in war, those who enrichthemselvesby war,
must be unmasked. We must open the eyes of the world
and show it who are the ones who trade in the future
of mankind, in the danger of war, particularly when
the war may be so frightful that 1t lezaves no hope of
freedom or deliverance.

217. We small and under~developed countries urge
the whole Assembly and especially the other small
and under-developed nations, to devote themselves to
this task and to have this problem discussed here,
because afterwards we should never forgive ourselves
for the consequenceg if, through our neglect or lack
of firmness and energy on this basic issue, the world
became involved once again in the dangers of war.

218. There remains one point, which, according to
what we have read in some newspapers, was one of
the points the Cuban delegation was going to raise.
And this, naturally, was the problem of the People's
Republic of China.,

219. Other delegations have already spoken aboutthis
matter. We wish to say that the fact that this problem
has never been discussed is in reality, a denial of the
"raigon d'&tre” and of the essential nature of the United
Nations. Why has it never been discussed? Because

the United States Government wants it so? Why is the.
United Nations Assembly going to renounce its right

to discuss this problem?

220. Many countries have joined the Umted Nationg
in recent years. To oppose discuss{on of the right to
representation here of the People's Republic of China,

that is, of 99 per cent of the inhabitants of a country
of more than 600 million, is to deny the reality of
history, of the facts and of life itself. It is simply an
absurdity; it is ridiculous that th15 problem is never.
even discussed.

221. How long are we going to continue this melan- \
choly business of never discussing thisproblem, when
we have here representatives of Franco, for instance?

222, Will the President allow me to express my
opinion most respectfully on this point without offence
to anybody ?

223. The PRESIDENT: I think it is only fair to the
Prime Minister of Cuba to make clear the position of
the Chair. The Chair does not think it is in keeping
with the dignity 'of the Assembly, or the decorum that
we like to preserve in our debates, that references
of a personal nature should be made to the Heads of
States or the Heads of Governments of States Member
of the United Nations, whether present here or noi.
I hope that the Prime Minister will consider that a

fair and reasonable rule.

224, Mr, CASTRO, Prime Minister of Cuba, (trans=
lated from Spanigh): We wish to make some comments

.about the origin of the United Nations. The United

Nations aroge aiter the struggle against fascism, after
tens of millions of men had died on the battlefields.
From that struggle, which cost so many lives, this
Organization emerged as a symbol of hope. Neverthe~
legs, extraordinary paradoxes exist. While Ameuican
soldiers were falling on Guam o¥ Guadalcgnal or
Okinawa, or one of the many other islands of the

- Pacific, men were also fighting on the Chinese main~

land agamst the same enemy, and these same men
are denied even the right to discuss their entry into
the United Nations. Although soldiers of the Spanish
Blue Division fought in the Soviet Union in defence of
fascism, the People's Republic of China is denied the
right to have its case discussed here, in the United
Nations. And yet the régime that was born of German
nazism and Italian fascism and which took power
with the support of Hitler's guns and aircraft and of
Mussolini's "blackshirts” was magnanimously ad-
mitted to membership of the Uinited Nations.

225. China contains one~quarter of the world's popu~
lation. What Government is the true representative of
this nation, which is the largest in the world? Plainly,
the Government of the People's Republic of China. And

there another régime is maintained, in the midst of a
civil war which was interrupted by the interference
of the United States Seventh Fleet. Here it is appro-
priate to agk by what right the navy of an extra~conti-
nental country (and it is worth repeating this here,
when so much is being said about extra-continental
interference) intervened in a domestic affair of China.
It would be interesting to have an explantion. The sole
purpose of this interference was to maintain a group
of supporters in that place and to prevent the total
liberation of the territory. That is an absurd and un~
lawful state of affairs from eny point of view, and
constitutes the reason why the United States Govern~
ment does not want the question of the People!s Re-
public of Chlna to be discussed. ' '

226. We want to put it on record here that this is
our posgition and that we support discussion of this
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jtem and the-geating by the United Nations General
Assembly of the legitimate representatives of the
Chinese people, namely, the representatives -of the
Government of the People's Republic of China,

927. I understand quite well that it is somewhat dif-
ficult for anybody here to free himself from the
stereotyped concepts by which the representatives of
nations are usually judged. I must say that we have
come here freé from prejudices, to analyse problems
objectively, without fear of what people will think and
without fear of the consequences of our position. We
have been honest, we have been frank without being
Francoist, because we do not want to be a party te
injustice being committed against a great number of
Spanish men aad women, still imprisoned in Spain
after more than twenty years, who fought together
with the Americans of the Lincoln Brigade, as the
companions of those samé& Americans who were there
to honour the name of that great patriot.

228, In conclusmn, we are going to place our trust
in reason and in the decency of all. We wish to sum
up our ideas about which there should be no doubt,
concerning some - aspecis of these world problems.
Our. problem, which we have set forth here, is a part
of the problemg of the world. Those who attack us
today are those who are helping to attack others in
other parts of the world. The United States Govern~
ment cannot be on the side of the Algerian people; it
- cannot be on the side of the Algerian people because
it is allied to the metropolitan country, France. It
cannot be on the gide of the Congolese people, because
" it is allied to Belgium. It cannot be on the side of the

Spanish people, because it is allied to Spain. It cannot

be on the side of the Puerto Rican people, whose na-
tionality it has been destroying for fifty years. It
cannot be on the side of the Panamanians, who claim
the Canal. It caunot support the ascendancy of the
civil power in Latin America, Germany or Japan. It
cannot be on the gide' of the peasants who want land,
because it is allicd to the big landowners, It cannot
be on the side of the workers who are demanding bet=-
ter living conditions in all parts of the world, because
it is allied to the monopolies. It cannot be on the side
of the coionies which want their freedom, because it
is allied to the colonizers. That is to say, it is for
Franco, for the cclonization of Algeria, for the colo=
nization of the Congo; it is for the maintenance of its
privileges and interests in the Panama Canal, for
colonialism throughout the world, It is for German
militarism and for the resurgence of German mili-
tarism, It is for Japanese militarism and for the
resurgence of Japanese militarism.

229, The United States Government forgets the mil-
lions of Jews murdered in European concentration
camps by the Nazis, who are today regaining their
influence in the German army. I forgets the French-
men who were killed in their heroic struggle against
the occupation; it forgets the American soldiers who
died on Omaha Beach, on the Siegfried Line, in the
Ruhr, on the Rhine or on the Asian fronts. The United
States Government cannot be for the integrity and
Sovereignty of nations. Why? Because it must curtail
the sovereignty of nations in order tckeep its military
bases, and each base is a dagger thrust into sov-
ereignty; each base is a limitation on sovereignty.
.Therefore it has to be against the sovereignty of

nations, because it must constantly limit sovereignty

in order to mamtam 1ts pohcy of encircling the Soviet
Union with bases.- (

230. We believe that these probiesis arenot properly
explained to the American people. But the American
people need only imagine how uneasy it would be if
the Soviet Union began to establish a ring of atomic
basefs in Cuba, Mexico or Canada. The population would
not feel secure or calm. World opinion, including
American opinion, must be taught to see the other
gide of a question; to look at problems from the other
person's point of view. The under~developed peoples
should -not always be represented as aggressors; revo~

lutionaries should not be presented as aggressors,

as enemies of the American people. We cannot be
enemies of the American people, because we have
seen United States nationals like Carleton Beals or
Waldo Frank, and others, famous and distinguished
intellectuals shed tears at the thought of the mistakes
that are being made, at the breacl of hospitality to~
wards us; there are many Amcrlda.ns, the most hu-
mane, the most progressive, and the most esteemed
writers, in whom I see the nobility of this country's
early leaders, the Washingtons, the Jeffersons and the
Lincolns. I say this in no spirit of demogogy, but with

the gincere admiration that we feel for thosewho once

succeeded in freeing their people from colonial status
and who did not fight in order thattheir country might
today be the ally of all the reactionaries, the gang~
sters, the big landowners, the' monopohsts, the ex-
ploiters, the militarists, the fascnsts in the world,
that is to say, the ally of the 'most retrograde md
reactionary forces, but rather in order thattheir coun=-
try might always be the champion of noble and just
ideals. We know well what will be said about us, today,

tomorrow and always, tc deceivethe Amencanpeople..

But it does not matter. We are doing our duty by stat-
ing our views in this historic Assembly.

231. We proclaim the right of the peoplesto mtegrity
and nationality; those who plot againgt nationalism
know that nationalism means that the people want to
regain their own property, their wealth, their natural
resources. In short, we are for all the noble aspira-
tions of all the peoples That is our position. We are

- and always shall be for everything just; against colo-

nialism, wexploitation, monopolies, militarism, the
arms race, and warmongering. We shall always be
against those things. That will be our positior..

232. To conclude, in performing what we regard as

our duty, I quote %o this Assembly the essential part-

of the Havana Declaration. The Havana Declaration
was the Cuban people’s answer to the Declaration of
San José, Costa Rica.2 Not ten, nor 100, nor 100,000,
but more than 1 million Cubans gathered together.
Whoever doubts it may go and ¢ount them at the next
mass meeting or general assembly that we hold in
Cuba, assured that they are going to seethe spectable
of a fervent and informed people, which they ra.rely
had the opportunity of seeing, and which is seen only
when a people is ardently defending its most sacred
interests.

233. At that assembly, which was convened in re-
sponse to the Declaraticn of Costa Rica, these prin=-
ciples were proclaimed, in consultation with the

principles of the Cuban revolution.

T I o

people and by the acclamation of the people as the

S/see Organization of American States: Seventh Meeting of Consulta-

tion of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, Final Act,
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"The national general assembly of the Cuban people
condemns large-scale landowning as a source of
poverty for the peasant and a backward and inhuman
system of agricultural produgtion; it condemns star=-
vation wages and the iniquitous exploitation of human
labour by illegitimate and privileged interests; it
condemns illiteracy, the lack of teachers, schools,
doctors and hospitals; the lack of assistance to the
aged in the American countries; it condemns dis-
crimination against the Negro and the Indian; it cou~
demns the inequality and the exploitation cf women;
it condemns political and military oligarchies which
keep our peoples in poverty, impede their demo-
cratic development and the full exercise of their
sovereignty; it condemns concessions of our coun-
tries' natural resources to foreign monopolies as
a policy sacrificing and betraying the peoples' in-
terests; it condemns Governments which turn a deaf
ear to the demands of their people so that they may
obey orders from abroad; it condemns the systematic
deception of the peoples by mass communication
media which serve the interests of the oligarchies
and the policy of imperialist oppression; it condemns

the news monopoly held by monopolist agencies, °

which are instruments of monopolist trusts and
agents of such interésts; it condemns'repressive
laws which prevent the workers, the peasants, the
students and the intellectuals, the great majorities
in each country, from forming associations and
fighting for their social and patriotic- demands; it
condemns the imperialist monopolies and enter-
prises which continually plunder our wealth, exploit
our workers and peasants, bleed our economies and
keep them backward, and subordinate Latin American
politics to their designs and interests. In short, the
national general assembly of the Cuban people con=-

——

demns the exploitation of manby man andthe exploj-
tation of under~-developed countries by 1mper1a-l1st
capital. :

"Consequently, the national general assembly of
the Cuban people proclaims before America, and
proclaims here before the world, the right of the
peasants to the land; the right of the workers to the
fruits of their labour; the right of children to edu-
cation; the right of the sick to medical care and
hospitalization; the right of young people to work;
the right of students to free vocational training and
scientific education; the right of Negroes and Indiang
to full human dignity; the right of women to civil,
social and political equality; the right of the elderly
to security in their old age; the right of intellectuals,
artists and scientists to fight through their works
for a better world; the right of States to nationalize
imperialist monopolies, thus rescuing the national
wealth and resources; the right of countriestotrade
freely with all the peoples of the world; the right

- of nations to their complete sovereignty; the right
of peoples to convert their military fortresses into
schools and to arm their workers (because in this
we have to be arms-conscious and to arm our people
to defence against imperialist attacks), their peas-
ants, their students, their intellectuals, Negroes,
Indians, women, young people, old people, all the
oppressed and exploited, sothat they maythemselves
defend their rights and their destinies.”

234. Some people wanted to know what the line of the
Revolutionary Government of Cuba was. Well then,»
Jhere you have our 11ne

The mzeting rose at 8,20 p.m,

Litho in U,N,
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