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gence of newly independent nations should be encour
aged, since the ending of various forms of colonial
relationships in the modern world is part of the
efforts of the whole of mankind to achieve universal
peace and progress.

113. Unfortunately, these processes are still meeting
with a lack of understanding and with resistance.
Many colonial Powers arid highly developed countries
are unwilling to reconcile themselves tothe ineluctable
historical trends in Africa and in other under
developed areas. They seek to block these processes
in various larger or smaller areas, on the strength
of their acquired positions and of their material and
other advantages, or to alter their course by various
political, economic and military means. Such efforts,
doomed as they are by history, and futile in the
final analysis, give rise to or aggravate conflicts
and crises, such as the persistent continuation of
the war in Algeria, the events in South Africa, the
recent developments in the Congo, and, in a different
context, the tension in Laos, or the situation relating
to Cuba, where the people, under the leadership of
their revolutionary Government, won their freedom
of which they had been deprived for so long, and are
now exerting efforts to strengthen their independence
on the basis of full equality. All these conflicts shake
an already unstable world peace, the more so as they
show an almost unavoidable tendency to become
entangled with East-West antagonisms. These cold
war conflicts also threaten on their part to spread
to areas which had been or still are under colonial
domination, and to transform the newly independent
countries into new hotbeds of strife and war dangers.

114. As an excuse for such outside interference,
the alleged incapacity and immaturity of the newly
liberated countries and their lack of economic develop
ment have been invoked, particularly of late. It
cannot, however, possibly be a mere coincidence
that, as a rule, the countries that had until recently
not been free are also the least developed ones.
Although it is a fact that the newly liberated countries
encounter numerous difficulties in their development,
it is also a fact. that these difficulties stem primarily
from a long period of colonial rule and that a continu
ation of colonial relationships coUld only multiply
and increase them.

115. In this connexion. I feel I have to dwell in
particular on the situation concerning the Republic
of the Congo. The Congo has been the scene of the
most typical manifestations of a negative colonial
policy, of interference from without for the purpose
of safeguarding the narrow interests of those forces
and circles which cannot reconcile" themselves to
the loss of their privileged positions and interests.

116. The recognition of the independence of the
Congo was construed by these circles merely as a
faQade behind which economic exploitation could be
continued and other forms of dependence maintained.
Wben this policy met with the resistance of the
legitimate Government of the Republic of the Congo,
these circles resorted to various forms of more
or less open· interference, to the organizing of
rebellion, to the l!lecession of individual provinces,
to the subversion of the Government, and so forth.
Belgium, which had ruled the country and which
persistently opposed a withdrawal ·of its troops,
undoubtedly bears a particular responsibility for
the adverse developments in the Congo. Part of the

responsibility is shared by those who have supported
or permitted such a course.

117. The intervention of the United Nations for the
preservation of peace was to have secured for the
Congo development along such lines as would have
safeguarded its independence, its sovereignty and
territorial integrity, and would have been in harmony
with the interests of the people of the Congo and the
rights of the lawful Government. It is our profound
belief, however, that the assistance of the United
Nations has not proved to be sufficiently effective,
primarily because there have been serious omissions
and shortcomings in carrying out the resolutions of
the Security CounciL

118. The Government of the Federal People's
Republic of Yugoslavia has repeatedly-including its
request for the convening of the Security Council of
8 September 1960Y-set forth its views onthe problem
as a whole and has striven for what it considered to
be a correct solution. We hope that appropriate ways
and means will be found, on the basis, among other
things. of the resolution recently adopted by the
General Assembly at its emergency session [1474
(ES-lV)], to protect and promote the strivings of the
people of the Congo to maintain the independence and
unity of their country. At the same time, it is
essential that measures of necessary economic and
technical assistance to the Congo be continued. The
Yugoslav delegation will, for its part, support all
measures in keeping with these aims.

119. The problem of the war in Algeria has been
before us for five years now, but no progress towards
a satisfactory solution has so far been made. The.
people of Algeria, who are continuing to make great
sacrifices for the attainment of their freedom-thus
placing all peoples fighting for peace, independence
and equality in their debt-claim their natural and
legitimate right to self-determination. This right
was recognized by France, in principle, last year.
Subsequent negotiations have unfortunately revealed
that the French side has not drawn the practical
conclusions deriving from the recognition of the
right to self-determination. For this reason the
conditions for negotiations were, naturally, un
acceptable to the representatives of Algeria. In these
circumstances, the Provisional Government of Algeria
is seeking a way out of the situation by means of
a referendum under United Nations supervision, and
we, for our part, can only welcome and support this
proposal.

120. However, the continuation of the war in Algeria
also has other, broader implications. If no early
democratic solution is found, this will implicitly
amount to a legalization of force as a means for
suppressing the legitimate aspirations of a people
and thus, in fact, a legalizing of war in general.

121. A specific and extremely dangerous aspect
of these profoundly anti-historical tendencies, which
are .still at work on the African Continent, is the
ruthless policy of racial discrimination and oppre.ssion
pursued by the Government of the Union of South
Africa, a policy whose consequences have so tragically
come to the fore this year. It is well-nigh incredible
that it should be possible to conduct such a policy

VOfficial Records of the Security Council, Fifteenth Year. Supplement
for July, August and September 1960, document S/4485.




















