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7. In its day-to-day endeavours and throughout its
future development, the people of Guinea Will not only
remember .the selfless andwhole-hearted contribution
of its African sister nations, but will, by conducting
its affairs in a democratic manner, justify the great
confidence you have placed in it. Assured of the un
failing support of all other peoples who cherish justice
and peace, our people, proud and united in their free
dom, has for the past year resolutely applied itself to
its vast programme of national reconstruction.

8. True to the ideals of justice and solidarity and
above all to the unanimous will and endeavours of the
Guinean people to assist oppressed peoples in their
struggle, the Government which I have the honour to
head., wishes to proclaim once again that African
freedom is indivisible and that Guineats independenoe
is therefore inseparable from that of the other Afri
can peoples.

9. Our action to promote African emancipation is
therefore linked with the efforts we are making at
home to elimin;?;te the vestiges of the former r~gime
and create a viable economy.. Our effori$ undGubtedly
conform to the pattern which guides your Assembly in
its endea.vour to preserve peace and foster friendship
among all peoples.

10. In the past some people based their conception of
Africa on the African's former attitude of resigpation
in the face of tIfe vastly superior means'at the dis
posal of the colonial Powers. They did not mow the
private thoughts of our peoples about the behaviour
and pretensions of those :Powers with regard to them.
They refused to see beneath the black or yellow skin
the same human qualities, intelligence, will andvirtue
as their own race possessed.

11. Moreover, they refused to recognize the role
which the African continent '~1J. in the near future
fulfil in the newbah..'·' :e of forces of a changing world,
when all peoples have taken their place as sovereign
States in the United Nations.

12. However, the tempo ofAfrican history has quick
ened to such a degree that decisive and far-reaching
events are succeeding one another with astonishing
rapidity. Only ten years ago Africa was almost
entirely occupied by foreigners., who controlled its
lif~ exclusively for their own benefit. Africa played
no part in international affairs. Todaythe representa
tives of a dozen Afri'can nations voice the brotherly
will of their sovereign peoples invarious international
organizations. Soon other countries will emerge into
freedom.

13. The most significant fact is this mass resurgence
of all our peoples., even those hitherto regarded as the
most backward, in other words the most oppressed.
All plans to check Africats unwavering determination
to regain its dignity are being frustrated one. by one
and the thrilling cry of "independenceIt resounds

A/PV.837551

Address by H.E. Mr. Sekou Toure, President
of the Republic of Guinea • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 551

Page

CONTENTS

President: Mr. Vfctor A. BEl.AUNDE (Peru),

Address by H.E. Mr. Sekou Teure, President of the Republic
of Guinea

1. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): On
behalf of the General Assembly of ~he United Nations,
1welcome His Excellency Mr. Sekou Tour~, President
of the Republic of Guinea, a country whose admission
to our Organization we hailed with great satisfaction
at the· thirteenth regular session of the Assembly.

2. The admission of countries which have achieved
sovereignty and national identity as Members of the
United Nations not only gives our Organization new
strength and vitality but enhances its hopes of carry
ing ou.~, :1;S world-wide mission effeotively.

3. With my sincere wishes for your country's pros
peritY within the promising framework ofthsdevelop
ment of the African continent, I invite you to come to
the rostrum of this Assembly.

4. lV;tr. Sekou TOURE (President of the Republic of
Guinea) (translated from French): I am deeply moved
to have the honour and the pleasure of addressing this
august Assembly and, through it, the illustrious
people.s of the eighty-two nations whichyou represent..

5. l m~st first of all express to youthe sincere grati
tude of the people and Government of Guinea who
deeply appreciated the active solidarity you expressed
upon the proclamation of our i.Ildependence. Inbringing

. foreign domination to an end in September 1958,. the
people. of Guinea placed their earnest hopes in the
United Nations in the face of the many cHfficulties that
might have jeopardized the success of their historic
venture. Our hope was doubly fulfilled by the imme
diate recognition of our young Republio by ali the
States Members of the United Nations and our admis
sion as a member of this great Assembly. The im
portance for Africa's destiny ofthe moral and political
support you gave us in setting the sealupon our coun
try's liberati(>n c.an never be overestimated.

6. By recognizing us and welcoming us to United
Nations membership, you broke through the isolation

· with which our enemies, the enen.rles of African
progress, had tried to encircle the young Republic of
Guinea in order to extinguish all desire for liberation
on African soil. How reassuring it is for patriots like
ourselves to mow that, at critical hours inthe destiny
of their peoples international solidarity and brother
hood are never wanting!



552.' General Assembly - Fourteenth Sesb10n - Plenary Meetings

throughQut our cOlltinent. Thus, Africa, that great
question mark, is tOday in the grip of two irresistible
forces-independence and unity-which are releasing
its latent energies.

14. At a time when the United States and Soviet
peoples a;-c: striving to widen man's domain and
extend it to the moon, Africa is surely justified in
asking why colonialism persists in its effort to main
tain its domination over Africa's people and wealtho
Can human progress conquer outer space and reach
the moon without first being able to give the colonial
peoples freedom and dignitY?

15. Now, in 1959, all but one of the continents are
completely free; the exception is the fifth-Africa.
Awakened Africa has therefore no illusions about the
enormous effort it will have to make to overcome the
handicap imposed upon it. In this respect Guinea is not
only the representative of the desire for emancipation
of three million men and women, young and old, but,
through the efforts of its people, it also expresses the
aspirations of 200 million men and women relegated

.to the Sidelines of history and waging an unending
struggle against hunger, disease and ignorance.

16.. While manIdnd is progressing towards a truly
unified society' with all the benefits of opportunity,
experience and human resources, Africa seems like
an imp:risoned land, excludedfrom human achievement,
deprived of its most fundamental rights and of its
most valid reason for existence..

17. It is little more than a century since Abraham
Lincoln made his sensational anti-slavery declaration,
which was also an implicit but clear denunciation of
the concept of colonialism when he said:

nyou may fool all the people some of the time;
you can even fool some of the people all the time;
'but you can't fool all of the people all the time".

Let tlli hope that the more powerfulvoice of the United
NationS will take up this theme and assertthat a world
divi,,;ed cannot endure and that we can no longer allow
one part of the world to live in colonial slavery while
the other part is free.

18. Lack of understanding and ability, confused am
bitions, the need to maintain some form of influence
-a whole list of specious pretexts is used to turn aU
Africa into a continent of proletarian peoples. But
whatever arguments are used-economic or cultural,
strategic or financial, tactical or practical-they never
include the only argument which interests and con
cerns us-the human argument.. Colonialism can pro
duce buildings and factories, bridges and ports, but
it can only crush and divide peoples by degrading man..

19" However, it is because the cause of mankind
must inevitably triumph that Africa, for all its vicis
situdes, will also triumph over the many obstacles
raised in its path by selfishness, incomprehension,
pride and stupidity.

20. As it emerges on the international scene, Africa
goes forward to meet the rest of the world, not in a
spirit of antagonism, but on the contrary with every
desire to co-operate and with a ~omp:rehending and
steadfast eagerness to make a contribution which, if
denied to the world, would impair its prospects and
resources.

21. It is therefore unjust to brand African patriots
and nationalists as rebels or terrorists and to describe

all nationalist and patriotic movements in Africa as
subversive or dangerous, for they are concerned to
assert the right of self-determination against coronial
monopoly. At no time can th1 ~xpression of natural
law be regarded as subversive or dangerous. Apart
from the changes implicit in the exercise of every
people's right of self-determination and its resultant
political progress, there is a natural right which all
peoples large or small possess and that is the right
to freedom. Is not that right one of the main founda
tions of the United Nations Charter, so that no argu
ment can detract from its lawful and legitimate
character?

22. Therefore, in the exercise of their sovereignty,
the independent States of Afr~ca were entirely justi
fied in concentrating their attention on the prospect
of a free and united Africa and they cannot under any
pretext ctisregard the basic problem of the national
independence of the colonial peoples, which the
colonial Powers are trying to evade by effecting more
or less satisfactory and more or less fair changes in
the legal bonds they have imposed on their victims•

23. No one will be surprised therefore if the African
States give priority in their programme of action to a
relentless struggle against all forms of paternalism
and against the complex induced by oppression, which
not only degrades man but renders him incapable of
progress.

24. For a long time, the nations which had assumed
the role of rulers in Africa believed that they could
act in the name of our peoples. The setback they
suffered is welllmown. Often the Powers whichdomi
nated our continent proclaimed to the world that their
presence in our land was explained and morally justi
fied by the need to bring us their civilization, as if
Africa did not have its own past and its own highly
developed civilizations, whose contact with imperial
ism inevitably resulted in their alienation and even
disappearance. No one today will deny that it is
impossible to impose a foreign civiltzation upon a
people, particularlyby force and when suchprofessedly
humanitarian intentions are accompanied by syste
matic exploitation. Guinea's determination to see
African unity achieved on the basis of independence is
also, from the standpoint of the means of progress,
to some extent a determination to see Africa itself
take part in the development 0 .... its own wealth iil the
basic interests of its peoples.

25. The failure of the colonialist concept is due
precisely to the fact that the colonial Powers, while·
possessing the means for the development of this
wealth, did not use them in the colonized countries
to eliminate the gap between the level of living of the
colonized peoples and that of the sovereign peoples,
but, on the contrary,widenedthat gapby systematically
exploiting resources and raw materials and keeping
those peoples in abject poverty and dependence. It
is no longer necessary to place colonialism on trial,
since events and history have clearly decreed its
complete disappearance.. It might be added, however,
that even if the record had been otherwise, it wculd
still have been impossibie to flout the colonial people's
desire for independence and their legitimate right of
self-determination.

26.. Mindful of these considerations, we fervently
wish to see colonialism liquidated once·and for all. It
is in this spirit that we call upon every nation to state
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recognize that our civilization -is as valid as any
other, should deaist from helping Africa. What we
ask in the name of international solidarity, and in
the profound belief, that world progress depends upon
the contribution of all peoples, is brotherly assistance
which will enable Africa to free itself completely from
foreign pressure and exploitation. We do not cling to
any i(kl1 of narrow separatism that would isolate
Africa irom other continen~s. In factJ we are deeply
convinced that Africa's destiny is bound up with that
of the othe continents and can weight the balance of
the world 'either in favour of peace and mutual under
standing, or of war.

31. Experts far better quaUfied than myself have
painted out, mostly since the· Second World War, the
tragic disparity which divides the world into two
sections: on the one hand, a group of developed coun
tries which have attained a high standard of living, and,
on the other, the undeveloped or under-developed
countries whose populations are the perpetual victims
of sicmess, mahlutrition and ignorance. The experts
have established that a high infant mortality rate and
a surprisingly low expectation of life prev'ail in the
under-developed countries of the world and are the
direct consequences of poverty, the extent of which Is
made plain by the statistics.

32. These facts are submitted for the verdict of the
world's conscience, which must become the guardian
and defender of the moral and intellectual values of
human society. Meanwhile, the most profound studies
undertaken for the purpose of finding a prac~h ~l. )

solution to the various problems posed by the undel.--
development of twp-tbirds of the world have resulted
in failure. It is however out, of the question for 50 per
cent of the resources of highly developed countries to
be used, even with the consent of their peoples, to
solve the problems which beset the under-developed'
countries, for, although in theory that would tend to
redress the balance, the balance would be effected by
levelling down, to the detrimen~of human society as
a whole.

33. Consequently, the participation of the advanced
countries in the development of the under-developed
countries can amount to no· more than a contribution
and, as we have seen, a very inadequate one. '

34. Human misery in the under-developed world is
not the outcome of .any lack of wealth, but is the
consequence of a total lack of the means of e~loiting
enormous natural resources whose full extent Is not
yet fully determinede

35. We cannot over-estimate the importance of linking
the fight to eliminate human misery with the struggle
to preserve world peace. That is to oay, we 'regard
the fight against imperialism in Africa as ~. decisive
factor in the world's struggle for peace. I shall not
labour the point before your Assembly, which is well
aware of the unlawful and inhuman character of im
perialism. Indeed, nothing can justify,invasionbyforce
of arms and control of the destiny of peoples who are
alieged, to be uncivilized or incapable of conducting
their own affairs. ·The experience of the independent
African nations, on the very soil ofthis continent whioh
has suffered more, than any other from imperialism.
andwhose civUizations andmoral values were trampled
upon in the name of th~ most absurd racial concepts,
lis.s clearly shown tpat there are no inferior peoples,
that the only incapable oneS are those under oolonial

( •• .~ ~ " '.J>lJi. _~....... _ .. _ '=_.--~.'_."~"'". ,

it~ views, not on the right of self-determination,which
is aJ.ready recognized and won, but on. its genuine

)

application, without tricks .or manmuvres, withOlt,
deception or delusive qualifications. This is ofcourae
in Africa's interests, but it is even more in the in
terests of the world, which cannotdeliberately deprive
itself of the creative contribution of 200 milliQn men
and women, or gamble wUh the destiny of our peoples
in order to safeguard the material interests of the
colonial Powers alone•.

27. The 'l.3afety and very survival of the independent
countries of Africa are bound up with the social,
economic, cultural and political unity ofthat continent,
for it is obvious that the independent countries of
Africa could not be islands of happiness in a continent
of misery.
28. For too long excluded from free human enter
prise and relegated to the sidelines of history, Africa
has become fully aware of the needs of its future and
refuses henceforth to trail in the wake of history, or
to allow the sacrifice of generations of its peoples to
continue indefinitely. .

29. It is obvious that paternalism, or any attempt at
intervention in Africa that is alien.to the true wish~s
and aspirations of Africa, will henceforth be doomed

, to failure. We wish to warn the United Nations 'against
efforts that are still being, made to impose on our
continent ideas or principles that are foreign to its
own desires. To further their designs, certain Gov
ernments are known in many instances to be secur!ng
the co-operation and allegiance of Africans or African
organizations, who act only in accordance with those
Government's wishes. That is a policy of rule by
puppets which will, however, meet with diminishing
success in Africa, since the peoples are becoming
better organized and more determined to oppose all
forms of domination, even when it is exercisedthrough
the agency of African organizations or powers. For
centuries our continent has experienced paternalism,
one migh~ even say various degrees of paternalism,
depending on the disposition ofthe colonizer. That long
pel'iod of paternalism did not however result in any
useful progress in Africa, but, on the contrary, de
prived some African leaders of their sense of dignity
and respo~ibi1ity, that is, made them less able to
give expression to the original qualities of their
civilization. Is it not ignominiDus for such creatures,
corrupted by the colonial Powers, to be used at this
decisive hour -to oppose the legitimate aspirations of
their peoples?

,

30. Yesterday Africa was still mown only in the
humiliating perspective of the colonial8ystem, while
today it expresses its views clearly and will not allow
tho~e who, against its wIll, assumed control of its
children and its natural resources~ to continue to
speak in its name. It is obvious therefore that, while
Africa needs assistance more than ever before to
free itself completely and to remould itself, it cannot
t~lerate any form of paternalism. We do not need
anyone to bring us ready-made civilizations, because
the Iact that t,he imperialists have for centuries been
unaware of our civilizations does not mean that they.
do not exist. These ~lvi1izations not only exist, but ~t
is our firm conviction that in order to develop them.
the free action of the Africans themselves is essen·
tial. Those who have not yet acquired a sufficient
measure of Understanding and respect for our people
to regard them as equal to all other peoples and t<,?
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43. I think these things have to be said frankly and
fearlessly so that all may realize that Africa must,
and Will, choose its own path of deVftlopment towards
full emancipation. For no people, no nation, no group
of nations has ever been in exactly the same historical,
geographical and human situation as Mrica, or can
legitimately claim to be able to point the way which
Africa's development must take.

44. A population of which more than 80 per cent are
illiterate peasants, with an annual income of less than
$200 a head, and living extremely hard lives-such
are the harsh realities of Africa, stripped of all those
abaurd romantic tranpings which hide from inexpe
rienced eyes the measureless poverty of our under
developed countries, vast in extent but still under
popu.lated owing to centuries of sl&very.

45. And yet, in this poverty which should put mankind
to shaIile, men are living with their unconquerable
faith in human destiny, their hopes, their will to
conquer and to grow, their great longing for brother
hood and peaceful relationships ,their elemental kind...
ness and, at the same time, their extraordinary vigour
and keen sense of their responsibilities. There are
nearly 200 million of them, an incalculable combina
tion 'of qualities and virtues, offering immense possi
bilities and potential intellectual resources.

46. I must say here that, because Africa lmows how
much it can contribute to the material and moral
welfare of the world, it prefers co-operation and
brotherly relationships to charity.

42. For the emancipation of Africa, we have chosen
freedom and democracy, the dynamism of the people;
we shall commit all our reaources and all our mean.ej
we are counting on the support of every system, the
help of every nation, the enlistment of every man and
woman, the lessons to be learnt from every experi
ment and all the practice of the past-in short,
everything that the world can contribute, to which we
intend to add' our OWl. contribution.

47. One could even, say that, until mankind succeeds
in absorbing this vast army of proletarian peoples
into the world community., the human family will be
incomplete, .~d will have no assurance of attaining
ultimate perfection in unity, p'rov.-ess and freedom.

48. In the name of the international so?tdarity of all
peoples. therefore, I should like to quote here a saying
which is well lmown, though its true significance has
often been overlooked by political leaders who have
jeopardized the economic and cultural prospects of
their peoples by involving them in colonialist activi
ties at the expense of their fellow men. The saying is:
"A people which oppresses other peoples cannot itself
be free .. " It is a fact that the most highly developed
nations of today, those whose development is most
stable and solidly based, are far from being colonialist
nations. We are convinced that the most exBlted task
which lies befor'e the United Nations in the immediate
future "s to liberate the coloni20ed peoples. This task
seems easy today. because memberShip of the United
Nations is steadily increa-=dng, as if by tha pressure
of some irresistible force and, as the Members be
come more numerous so they express the true feelings
of their peoplea with increasing franlmess.
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rule and then only while that rule lasts. Colonialism: widened and deepened every day by the present rate'
is not only the enemy of Africa but is also the enemy of growth in the fully develo~ed countries.
of international understanding, which must of neces
sity be based on the unequivocal recognition of the
equality of peoples and on mutual respect for their
political, administrative and moral insij,tutions.

36. I believe I am expressing the opinion of the
under-developed peoples of the world wben I say that,
through them, Africa has risen to meet thereat of the
world, not as an antagonist, but as a new, hitherto
untapped force and a complementary element without
which t,he human family would be incomplete and
handicapped. Here, reason is the basis of our be
haviour, which is considered suspect by some, inde
terminate by others.

37. Colonialism, however, distorts the true feelings
of peoples. It imbues some with a sense of superiority
and makes others resigned to their infedority and
inability to alter their condition. We lmow that the
reason for colonialization has little to do with philan
thropy or moraUty. It is the product of economic
necessity, with the difference that it makes no dis
tinction between material wealth and human beings.
That is the most degrading and tragic aspect of foreign
oppression. Now that the African peoples are r,on
vinced that nothing can prevent them from regaining
their independence., they are becoming aware of the
evil effects of the system. under which they have
suffered on the peoples in whose name that oppression
is practised.

38. The process of affirming the African personality
involves both the free choice and free operation of
national institutions 00<& the preservation and develop
ment of a typically Mrican way of Ufe, the product of
the economic and social conditions and the human and
geographical environment in which the African lives,
which gives him a philosophy, an attitude of mind, in
short, an outlook on lif~ which is peculiarly his own.
Have the .same factors left their mark on the originality
or culture of the other great human Societies we lmow?

39. It is clear that, if we force a society to adopt
institutions incompatible with its circumstances, its
eoonomic and cultural needs, its resources and ob
jectives, and the maintenance of its internal equi
librium, we are not only perverting the character of
this society's members;. we are subjecting them to
constra:f"-t, we are enslaving them, we are interfering
with the peaceful and harmonious fruition of their
faculties.

40. That course is lmown as assimilation, and we
have categorically and definitely rejecf~ed it.

41. We believe that the tremendous e1forts whichour
peoples will have to make in order to attain full
emancipation can only be made in complete freedom
and if every man and woman, the oldest and the
youngest alike, offers whole-hearted support. Need I
say that this support cannot be obtained by force or
constraint, that it will only be given in conditions ot
complete liberty and total 3;wareness? There is no
alternative; either we can renounce constraints and
invite the people. to participate of its own accord in
the work of emancipation, or we can accept constraints
and renounce thei idea of participation by the people
and the idea of emancipation itself. For we must not
forget that the aby.ss which lies between the under
developed peoples and their emancipation is being
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49. Let me be quite explicit, and say that what
matters to us in Africa today is not tb,e number of
peoples which have gained their independence, or the
millions of Africans whc havo been liberated, but the
fact that, to an ever increasing extent, Africa is now
able on its own behalf to give expression to its own
aspirations. Those who no longer have the courage
to appear in their true colours, that is under the
banner of imperialism, because they lmow it is no
longer acceptable to public taste, are still hoping deep
down in :their hearts to retain the most important of
their privileges.

50. In the hope of delaying the eventual liberation of
the peoples they are dominating, the colonial Powers
are creating artificial communities which, like the
union of horse and rider, merely create diversion
and confusion. Can one change the quality of old
merchandise by sticking a new label on it?

51. The colonialists are ready to "finance" an un
limited number of newly independent countries: they
are ready to flatter the African Governments and to go
into raptures about the 3 million free Guineans and
the 30 million Nigerians and others. But they still
have a Machiavellian plan to divide the Africans, so
that they can remain masters of 'the continent. Yet
they will be disappointed since, with the progress
which our peoples have achieved, it is no longer
possible to range African against African, or to
persuade them to fight or compete against one another.
Africans do not carewhether Sekeu Toure or N'Krumah
has more prestige than Tubman or Bourguiba, and
even less whether the regime in Ghana will Qe more
democratic than the one in Nigeria.

52. Having made it clear on 28 September 1958, in
the referendum. organized by France, that Guinea
prefers freedom. in poverty to 'opulence in slavery,
we believe it also our duty to declare before the
members of this Assembly that, with the prospect of
a rapid and democratic developm~nt of Africa, we., the
national leaders of the Republic of Guinea, prefer to
be last in a unitedAfricathan first in a divided Africa.

53. What does matter is the total sum of l~berty

regained throughout the continent at the expense of
those who h~ve been oppressing a;nd eXploiting Africa.
Yes., anyone who is planning to direct the independent
'Governments of Africa by' remote' control will cer
tainly ha.ve some bitter disappointments. Africa is
ripe for genuine independence, that is, for an end of
the supremacly of foreign Powers, for the effective
exercise of ita own sovereignty, the control of its
wealth and the development of all its talents, not ouly
to bring its own personality to fruition, but also to
enrich the heritage of the world.

54. Africa's revolt against colonialismwas prompted
by conditions incompatible with its deep sense of
dignity. We must stress that our enemies often try to
m.ake people believe that Africa is being taken in tow
either by the West or by the USSR, or at least that it
is subject to foreign influences or ideas. This obtuse
ness is due to the fact their own propaganda against
the peoples they have temporarily enslaved has finally
convinced the colonizers, themselves of the congenital
infe;riority of the people they have colonized. But ,in
many cases their own peoples, too, in their past
history have been in the situation which Africa is
passing through now, and refuse tobelievethis deceit
ful propaganda. They forget that Africa is already

carving out a future quite different from the one they~

had planned for it, and the Africa of tomorrow will
be what the sons of Africa want it to be.

55. Africa is, of course., quite aware of the existence
of the two blocs which influence world politics. What
matters today is what is the doctrine of Africa itself.
The East-West conflict often makes people forget the
need of ~king Africa this question, particularlypeople
who do .not mow whether the continent has a doctrine
of its own and a coherent system distinct from the
other systems. We believe it is in the interests of
both blocs to bury the hatchet, for long enough at least
to appreciate the real driving forces of Africa's
evolution, and the finality of this evolution in the
essential fields of human activity.

56. For the imperialists, we know, Africa is aminor
continent. It is only interesting for them as a possible
prey, which can be influenced to a greater or lesser
extent by any type of foreign propaganda. This is a
mistake which I must point out, before it is too late
for certain nations, who may forfeit all the friendship
they enjoy in Africa if they continue to appraise events
in Africa without regard for the real state of affairs
on our continent.

57. Some people believe that there are only two
cardinal points: East and West. They maintain that
Africa will be taken in tow either by Europe or by the
USSR and will therefore live within the framework
either of Western or the Eastern civilization and
ideas. They wilfully fo;rget that the world did not
begin with the colonial system or with the division
into antagonistic blocs. They wilfully forget that a
hundred years ago no people foresaw that the United
States and the USSR mightbecome the two most power
ful nations in the world. They wilfully forget that life
is an uninterrupwd process, and that the future of
Africa will be first and foremost what the peoples of
Africa want it to be, in spite of all the obstacles which
may be placed in theway ofits historical development.
Faithful to the anti-colonialist spirit of the Bandung,
Cairo, Accra and Sanokole Conferences, we wish to
make it clear that the African-Asian action in which
we are participating in the beliefthat itwill accelerate
the complete liberation of peoples and put an end to
racial discrimination in all parw of the world, does
not in the leaet detract from our interest in world
peace.

58. In this connexion, it is not Africa which should
be asked whether it belongs to one camp or another;
both camps, East and West aUk,e, should rather be
asked a question which we regard as fundamental and
of paramount importance: "Are you for :the liberation
of Africa, yes or no?" In other words, we ask the two
systems outright: tIAre you ready to support the
peoples of Africa in their efforts to break the chains
which 'bind them and pre\"ent them playing their rol~
as free peoples?" The answer to this question will
decide the attitude of Africa to the existing systems.
Everyone who shares our belief that the colonial
question is of international importance and directly
connected with the question of world peace willbe our
ally. We shall decide how sincere the two blocs are
in their co-operation and respect for all peoples by
the effectiveness of the contribution they make in the
struggle against oppression of one people by another.

59. Once it is free, the African continent will, as its.
most representative statesmen have often declared,
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67. From now on the way in which peoples live. will
be described in a single basic pledge: to have the will
and the courage to live in the present and for the
future, and to stop living in the past and against the
future. .

68, I could not end this brief address, whichI regard
as a friendly talk between our peoples onthe 'essential
problems of their security and well-being, without
saying a wo:rd about the conflicts which disturb the
conscience of the world today. I want to speak of the
fate of Algeria to which, I know, you have devoted and
will devote much effort and time. Be assured that the
peoples of the whole world are watching your efforts,
and they count on you to bring a smile back to the lips
of all Algerians, mothers of families, old men and
children who are full of hope and must not be disap
pointed. Know that all Africa has its eyes on you, and
is anxious to see how high a sense of universal dignity
and comprehension your Assembly will display. Our
brothers in the Cameroons are also hoping to re
discover peace in the freedom they havebeen promised.
As regards the future' of this Territory, all that the
independent Mrican States af?ked 'at the Sanokole and
Monrovia Conferences was the application ofthe United
Nations Charter.

69. The Cameroonian people alone is qualified to
receive, before the termination of trusteeship, the
na.tional power, which it will entrust to representa
tives elected by universal suffrage. Whether the
present group of leade:rsor another is given the man-'
date on this occasion is of secondary importance; the
main thing is that the people should declare its choice
freely and democratically' under the control of the
United Nations, the sole guarantor of a fairly con
ducted election. other peoples, still under domination,
already feel the breath of lib~rty. Help them.

70. Gentlemen, representatives of the sovereign
nations of the world, I solemnly declare to you that,
in carrying out its revolution in peace and ul).ity, the
young Republic of Guinea wants only to live in brother
hood 8.l1d solidarity with all people ,Which love justice
and wish to consolidate the foundations of a real and
lasting peace throughout the world.

71. Guinea condemn~ colonialism, ~d not countries
or peoples. It wants equality and unity for peoples and
for individuals, regardless of colour or religion. It
is fully aware that brotherly co-operation, peaceful
coexistence and peace among peoples is the surest
guarantee of human progress in work, justice and
democracy, and it hopes that all peoples of the world
will resolutely embark on the. task of providing a
peaceful basis for the advancement of mankind.

72. In shape, the Mrican continent is like a question
mark. May our message and the words of all honest
men the whole world over helpt\)findthe right answer
to the question which Africa is asking you about its
future.

73. For the sake ofliberty, equality, friendship among
peoples, and international co-operation in peace and
justice, long live the United Nations!

74. The PRESIDENT (translated from Spanish): The
General Assembly of the United Nations has .listened
with due attention to the words just spoken by the
President of the Republic of Guinea.

The meeting rose at 4.25 p.m.
nOOl-August 1960-2,150
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co-operate with all systems in its economic develop
ment and the blossoming of its cultural values.

60. The practical difficulties of life have taught the
Mrican a number of virtues which are displayed every
day by the most humble of men: these are solidarity,
love of justice, faith in man, a sense of brotherhood
and it respect for society. Africa intends to cultivate
these virtues and to offer them to the world as the
first token of its participation in the life of the world
as a whole. It has, of course., other contributions to
make as well, and it also has a great deal to ask from
the world, particularly in the realms of technology,
science, culture and finance. But, above all, it must
be able both to give and to receive.

61. I sincerely believe that the present age i~ wit
nessing the beginning of a new phase in the develop
ment of mankind, a phase in which the present
structure of the world and the values upheldby nations
and by peoples will be radically changed.

62. I sincerely think that the future of nations will
depend mainly on the commitment they make and the
extent of responsibilities they assume not only in the
improvement of society as a whole, but also in the
construction of a new world.

63. Therefore I make an appeal from this rostrum
to all conscious human beings, to the nations which
bear the largest share of responsibility in world
affairs, to all ,peoples who are ready to take part in
building a new world, a world in which intelligence
and human values will preVail. I appeal especially to
'France, to the United Kingdom, to Belgium, to Portu
gal and Spain, to brother peoples and to friendly
nations, to break the spell of the past, to tear down
the old idols., to put an ep.d to the selfishness and
privileges of the past; and thus to bring their outlook
into line with the common interests of mankind, to
think and act for the realization of this future for the
whole w~rld by helping Mrica to free itself from
colonial power, from social misery and indignity, by
helping Mrica, which wants nothing more than the
good will, the understanding, the support, the faith and
the co-operation of other peoples to safeguard and
develop human civilization, which has been slowly and
laboriously created over the centuries by human vir
tues, intelligence and science.

64. As for us, we are too sure of ourselves, too con
fident of the future, we have too much faith to confuse
the j,ssue with rancour or envy, petty interests or
camouflaged intentions. We belong to the generation
of Africa which offers the hand of friendship to all
peoples of the world in the hope of advancing towards
a real and more exalted happiness for man, with the
aid of the virtues accumulated and fully exercised, the
economic resources and social and cultural poten
tialities, added and multiplied together, which the
idea of world solidarity will produce for the benefit
of one and all.

65. The challenge of the century is the challenge of
security against war, freedom against slavery,reason
~gainst force, fairness against privilege. It is the
challenge of the future against the past.

66. Differences' between outlooks and peoples can
only be reconciled by a new spirit andby llew methods
for which there is no precedent in history. For this,
we must have the will first, and then the courage.
Litho in U.N.




