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AGENDA ITEM 9

General debate (continued)

1., Mr. ALEMAYEHOU (Ethiopia): May I request
Mr. Benhima, who is in the Chair, to convey to
Mr. Belaunde==who, I am told, is feeling unwell=-my
best wishes for his speedy recovery. I am happy to
associate myself, on behalf of my delegation, with
previous speakers in expressing satisfaction at the
unanimous election of Mr. Belatinde to the high office
of President of the fourteenth session of the United
Nations General Assembly. His service and dedication
to the Purposes and Principles of the Charter, as
representative at San Francisco of one of the founding
Members of the United Nations, andhis contributionto
the smooth and efficient working of many of its organs,
have earned him the respect of all, We fervently pray
that his noble wish that this Assembly should go down
to history as the "Assembly of peace" will be fulfilled.

2. The general debate in the Assembly faithfully
performed each year affords to Member States the
opportunity to review, if not all, certainly the major
events and happenings in the world, It is, I believe, a
healthy practice, particularly for the smaller States,
which stand to gain considerably by stable political,
economic and social conditions in the world and, con=
comitantly, to lose much by an adverse situation in
these matters. The privilege of debating is the reflec=
tion of our duties as Members of the United Nations,
and I am happy to observe that Meniber States have
discharged it—each according to its own conviction—in
earnestness and sincerity. It is with a view to dig=
charging this duty thatIhavetakenthefloor to express
our policies, positions, and sentiments regarding some
of the items on our agenda.

3. During the past year, as stated by most of the
representatives who spoke before me from this ros=
tram, the world has, on.the whole, witnesged a relaxa=
tion of tension, resulting from the settlement of the
question of Cvprus; the fruitful exchange of visits
among the great leaders of the world, progress in the
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have played a very significant part. My delegation
sincerely hopes that the General Assembly, atits.cur=
rent session, will avail itself of this opportumty to
exploit the present favourable conditions and will
conduct its debates in such a constructive manner as
to achieve direct or indirect solutions of certain
important questions on its agenda,

4, The settlement by direct negotiation of the ques=
tion of Cyprus, which was cne of the most debated
issues in the General Assembly, has given satisfaction
to my Government, for it demonstrates amply that,
given good will and faith in the fundamentals of the
Charter, differences among States canbe successfully
removed, It is the hope of my delegation that the pro=
cedure of seitlement of the guestion of Cyprus will
serve as anexample inthe sol:ition of other differences
existing among States,

5. The exchange of visits among the leaders of the
world is certainly an event which we welcome whole=
heartedly. His Majcsty Haile Selassie I, Emperor of
Ethiopia, returning from an extended visit to many
friendly countries, expressed to his people his deep
conviction of the importance of such an exchange of
visits in the following terms:

"Formal diplomatic relations betweennations are,
in these times, being accepted as useful in main=
taining normal and friendly contacts. But these by
HO means can replace personal contacts among
responsible heads of State, for seeing things with
one's own eyes is superior to hearing evenfrom the
most reliable sources. We hope that this spirit will

, continue to prevail among leaders of the world, We
are confident that the anticipated meeting of the heads
of State of the two leading nations of the East and
West will yield fruitful results for world peace,”

We believe direct contacts amongleaders of the world,
though they may fail to remove differences in ideol-
ogies, can surely create an atmosphere conducive to
peaceful coexistence.

6. The daily quest of mankind for peace and stability
is certainly the greatest challenge to the minds of the
statesmen of our times, The ever=pressing problem in
this regard is the question of disarmament. It is not
necessary to review the history of disarmamentinthe
period after the Second World War to state the satis=
faction of my delegation that it has been possible to
evolve a procedure by which the negotiation on disar=
mament could be resumed by the establishment of the
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Ten=-Power Committee after almost two years of
standstill. As the four=-Power communiqué of 7
September 1959 [DC/144] andthe resoluticn adopted by
the Disarmament Commission [DC/146] on 10 Septem=
ber 1959 amply show, the final responsibility regarding
the settlement of the dicarmament question remains
with the United Nations. This isinaccordance with the
Charter and with resolution 1252 (XII) of the ‘3eneral
Assembly. This is as it should be, for the search for
peace is not limited to just a few States, but to all of
them, particularly the middle-size and small States
who are in dire need of durable peace in order to enable
them to develop their resources and thereby achievea
higher standard of living.

7. It has been so often saidhere inthe United Nations
and outside, that the question of disarmament, particu=-
larly in nuclear weapons, is the concern of the great
Powers who have the means, scientific knowledge and
technical know=how to manufacturethose weapons, and
that the middle=size and small Powers have little or
notlLing to do about it. '

8. But in the view of my delegation, this reasoning
does not seem to be well=founded, because the middie=
size and small Powers, although they have no right to
say what the great Powers should or should not manu-
facture, what the great Powers should or shouldnot do
with their means, scientific knowledge and technical
know-how, are, on the other hand, entitled to defend
their right to existence. The great Powers, while
having the right to spend their money in whatever way
they like, can have neither legal nor moral right to
deny the right of existence to the middle~size and small
Povrers which have nothing to do with the great Powers’
strmggle for supremacy.

9., We are told by competent authorities that war in
our time would kriow no distinctionbetween belligerents
and non~belligerents, between present and future gene=
rations, and that it would mean universal annihilation,
It follows, therefore, thatthe question of disarmament,
particutarly nuclear disarmament, being a question of
life and death for all peoples, great, middle~size and
small, the whole world has a stake in it, ’

10. In our view, not only are the middle=-size and small
Powers entitled to defend their right to existence, but
they would also be failing in their duty if they tried to
hide behind the false argument that the question of
disarmament is the sole responsibility of those who
manufacture the deadly arms. We in Ethiopia, having
had a tragic experience in the use of these scientific
weapons of mass destruction in 1935=1936, although
those weapons cannot in any way be compared with
nuclear weapons, have an abiding and immediate
interest in the =olution of this problem. Itis for these
considerations that the Ethiopian delegation is firmly
convinced that a soluticn to the problem of disarmament
is the concern of all=great and small alike, We are
happy to note that the four=Power communiqué of
7 September 1959 and the statements of delegationsin
the meeting of the Disarmament Commission fully con=
firm our position.

11, The progress achieved in thefield of the technical
detection of nuclear and thermo=nuclear explosions at
the Geneva Conferencel/ is certainly not one which
would call for jubilation, but certain it is that the
measure of progress achieved could lead~=in the light

L/ Conference on the Discontinusnce of Nuclear Weapons Tests, con~
vened 31 October 1958,

of the present relaxation of tension==to further con=
crete progress and agreement in this field. We ac=
knowledge that progress in this particularly com=-
plicated field cannot be spectacular, but we believe it
to be our duty to insist that the discussion continue
untiringly until agreement is reached,

12. Having regard to these considerations and in a
sincere desire to contribute tothe efforts of the Uniied
Nations regarding the solution of disarmament, the
Ethiopian delegation at the thirteenth session of the
General Assembly, submitted to the First Committee
[955th meeting] a statemen: of general principles
regarding the prohibition of nuclear and thermo=
nuclear weapcrs. The Ethiopian delegation is firmly
convinced that the General Assembly canmake a posi=
tive contribuiion by adopting a declaration of guiding
principles regarding all implements of war, in particu-
lar nuclear andthermo-nuclear weapons. The declara=
tion would stand, in terms of rights and duties, just
like the Univers:l Declaration of HumanRights and the
Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the
Crime of Gerocide. It would contribute positively to the
elimination of the cold war, and its effect on compre=
hensive disarmament agreement wouldbe tremendous,
Many delegations, both formally and informally, have
shown interest in the suggestions of the Ethiopian
delegation and should this interest be general at the
current session, the Ethiopian delegation would be
ready to present, with other delegations, atthe appro=-
priate time, a draft resolution containing the guiding
principle that it submitted last year tothe First Com=
mittee,

13. I come now to another question. The complete
emancipation and political, economic and social ad='
vancement of the peoples of the continent of Africa is
of special and direct interest to my country. During the
last few years. we have witnessed a trend which has
brought to the family of the United Nations many a
distinguished African State. Very recently, the Re-
public of Guinea has joined this group and assumed its
rightful place in the United Nations. Four others,
Somaliland under Italian administration, the Came=
roons and Togoland under French administration and
Nigeria, will soon take their place in this Assembly.
All of them have achieved this remarkable victory by
their determination, tenacity, love of liberty and good
fortune in having great political leaders. We derive
immense pieasure in welcoming to this house anever=
growing family of African States,

14, Of particular interest to my country is the in=
dependence of Somalia, now under trusieeshin adminis=
tration, and its admission to the United Nations, be=
cause Ethiopia and the present Trust Territory of
Somaliland have so much in common, including a com=
mon frontier. The question of the delimitation of the
frontier between the two sister countries which has
been unnecessarily delayed is now onthe right track as
the General Assembly has recommended [resolution
1345 (XIII)] its settlement by arbitration. We are con=
fident that the judicial settlement of this question
should satisfy both parties and that the two brotherly
peoples would co~operate in all matters of common
interest to them,

15, The African States themselves, determined to
push the process of emancipation to its logical and
happy conclusion, have during the past twn years
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met first at-Accra?/ and recently in Monrovia, 3/ The
Bandung Conference of 1955, which took place at a
crucial moment inthe emergence of Africa, proclaimed
a number of fundamentals th-t gave momentum tc the
African movement for eman¢:ration, The Conference of
Accra, building on those fundamentals, adopted thirteen
resolution# and a declaratica, all intendedto servethe
special and particular requirements of Africa., They
dealt with foreign policy, the future of non=independent
territories in Africa, the question of Algeria, racial=
ism, nuclear tests in the Sahara, and other matters of
concern to the continent,

16. More recently, the nine independent States of
Africa met in special conference to consider the war
in Algeria but they were also prompted to adopt
measures regarding nuclear tests in the Sahara, the
Cameroons under French administration, Nyasaland,
the question of South West Africa, non=independent,
territories and racial discrimination.

17. With regard to Algeria, the position of my country
has been to support the legitimate aspiration of the
Algerian people for independence, and that position
remains unchanged. This is in keeping with our policy
that Africa, the last stronghold of colonialism, mustbe
freed irom this evil and that Africans must regain
their human dignity iflasting peace andgenuine friend=-
ship among nations are to be achieved. It is our hop<,
therefore, that the principle of self=determination
having now been accepted by France, and given good
will and understanding between the parties directly
concerned, a solution to this question will be attained.

18. Regarding nuclear and thermonuclear tests inthe
Sahara, our concern can hardly be over=emphasizad,
The first African Conference held at Accra, called
first "upon the great Powers to discontinue the pro=
duction of nuclear and thermo=nuclear weapons and to
suspend all such tests not only inthe interest of world
peace, but as a symbol cf their avowed devotion to the
rights of man"; secondly, viewed with grave alarm and
strongly condemned "all atomic tests in any part of the
world and in particular the intention to carry out such
tests in the Sahara"; and, thirdly, appealed to the
"great Powers to use atomic, nuclear and thermo=
nuclear energy exclusively for peaceful purposes®, The
Conference of Monrovia, in its resclution II, adopted
the following provisions regarding this particular
question:

"The Conference,
1]

LA N ]

"Considering the grave dangers these nuclear tests
will hold for the people of Africa in general and in
particular those living in the Sahara andthe adjacent.
territories,

"1. Denounces vigorously and with profound in=
dignation the decision of any government to carry out
nuclear tests in the Sahara or in any other part of
Africa, and

"2. Appeals to the conscience of the world to con=
demn this threat to the lives and security of the
African people";

-Z/ Conference of Independent African States, 15-22 April 1958,
3/ Conference 6; Independent African States, 4-8 August 1959,

19. The belief that we should c2ll ahaltto the spread
of nuclear and thermo=nuclear tests has won the con=
viction of the world, so that three items [67,68,69] on °
the agenda of the fourteenth session deal specifically
with this question. The concern, therefore, of the
African States over the decision of the Government of
France to hold suchnuclear tests in the Sahara is real,
Their fear can only be removedby the spirit of accom=
modation which should animate the disposition of
France towards the peoples of Africa.

20, The intentions of all of these resolutions are
exactly in the spirit of the Purposes and Principles of
the Charter, so that they need not offend the sus-
ceptibility of any country. It is also to be noticed that
at the commencement ‘and eonclusion of these Conw=
ferences the participants have made it abundantly clear
in declarations and statements that their purposes were
peaceful, that they had no intention to conspire against
anyone but were simply bent on achieving what to us
was most material, namely, the complete emancipation
of the peoples of Afrlca from any kind of forelgn domi=
nation,

21, As colonialism and all its evils are felt and de=
tested everywhere, we feel certain that the world would
prefer to witness a complete emancipation of the non=
independent territories of Africa. The aspirations of
the peoples of Africa are the same as those of all
other peace=loving people: that is, to live under in=-
stitutions of their own choice and making. Is it not a
very simple and most just aspiration? Webelieve it is.
It is an aspiration for lasting peace and friendly co=
operation instead of enmity andunnecessary bloodshed
among peoples, In this connexion His Majesty the
Emperor of Ethiopia said:

"Those who lack the vision andforesight to realise
that Africa is emerging into anew era, that Africans
will no longer be denied the rights which are in=
alienably theirs, will not alter orreversethe ccurse
of history, but will only suffer the inevitable con=
sequences of their refusal to accept reality.”

22, Tt is distressing, however, that these just as=
pirations of the African peoples are achieved not al=
ways smoothly and by peaceful means but as a result
of conflicts and bloodshed. The wholesale suppression
of the aspirations of the African people in Central
Africa thisyearisacaseinpoint which was condemned
by all African Governments and peoples. In this con=
nexion His Majesty's message on Africa's Freedom
Day of 15 April 1959 reads in part:

"All leaders of Africa and their peoples have
followed with great concern and sympathy the brave
struggle of the peoples of Central Africa to achieve
those same goals and ideals which some of the
African independent states have defended at such
great sacrifices, It must be realised that the peoples
and territories of Africa can no longer be regarded
as preserves of colonial interests or the continued
objects of imperialist designs. Unfortunately, that
truth i= apparently still to be learnedby others, Un=
til the entire continent becomes the home of the free
and until every man and every people can, i peace,
labour for the advancement and welfare of the family
and homeland, the ideals and objectives whitvii we
have proclaimed to the world at Accra and Addis
Ababa shall not have been attained." -

23, We hope that those whohave sofarfailed to change
their thinking habits regarding colonialism; those who
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still believe coloi:alism to be a normal relationship
between the strong and the weak; those who still
believe that the strength, wealth and enlightenment of
nations can be measured by the number and size of the
colonies under their domination, will realize, before it
is too late, that this way of thinking is of the past.

24. Before I pass to other subjects, I wish to bring
two related matters which I believe require serious
consideration to the attention of the General Assembly.
An examination of the final stages of the emancipation
- of the Trust Territories shows that these have, on the
whole, been characterized by a debate full of tension
and controversy. This would seem tohave been caused
by the fact that the Administering Authorities request
the termination of their obligation under the Inter—
national Trusteeship Systew: when there is an elected
Government deemed responsible to the people. On the
other hand, experience has shown that at that particular
stage there is much political agitation, some of the
_ population favouring existing governments, others pre~
ferring determination of their wish under an election
supervised by the United Nations. The Assembly,

caught between such demands, has, on cccasions, suf=

fered a great deal. To avaid this difficulty, we suggest
that during the last four years of the Trusteeship
perisd, the Assembly dispatch visitingmissions every
year so as to watch carefully over tendencies in the
Territories. Under its direct control, once the wishes
of the peoples of the Territories regarding the form of
their governmental institutions are ascertained, the
Assembly would be able to avoidunnecessary tensions
and acrimony, and this would also enable the Assembly
to release promptly the Administering Authorities
from their obligations under the Trusteeship System,
Admittedly, the cost of the operation might be con=
sidered heavy, but, having regard to the obligation of
the United Nations towards the peoples of the Terri=
tories and having regard to its effect upon the smooth
working of the Internationc] Trusteeship System, the
figure must certainly be worth paying. It is the hope
of my delegation that our suggestion will be’ received
favourably by all and will be put into practice.

25, Secondly, since 19501951 many an erstwhile
dependent State has become a Member of the United
Nations, The number has so steadily increased that it
would not be surprising if in afewyears the Assembly
should outgrow its present conference hall. The point
I wish to make is that, as the distribution of posis in
the various organs of the United Nations was effected
at a time when Membex States were few, the ingenuity
o! the Assembly is now called upon to effect a more
zquitable gecgraphical distribution of all the posis

available so that each State and region would have a.

" -chance to participate c¢losely in the work of the United

Nations. We believe that it is such a balanced and |,

. equitable distribution of the posts available that will
‘help the United Nations achieve it Purposes and
Principles. We also believe that its uriversality will
be more readily felt among the peoples of the world,
. for it is through such participation thatidentity of out=
look is propagated and the rule of law more readily
developed. Becaut of these considerations we wel=
come a thorough discussion of items 19, 20, 21 and 62
on the agenda of the fourteenth session of the General
Assembly.

26, In the f1eld of the economic advancement of Africa,
our requirements, both in terms of capital resources
and technical know=how, are enormous, The United

Nations is certainly doing useful work in the area
through the Expanded Technical Assistance Pro-
gramme, and more recently by the establishment of
the Special Fund and the Economic Commission for
Africa. The task of the Commission is .enormous, and
its success depends to a large measure not only upon
the co=operation of the Africans themselves, which
would not be lacking, but also upon the extent of the
encouragement and assistance given it by the General
Assembly.

27. As is known, the activities of the Commissionare
not limited to purely abstract economic considerations
but to concrete economic and social problems facing
the peoples of Africa, such asthe collectionand analy=
sis of economic and social data, the training of Afri=
cans, the study and proposal of plans for economic and
social development, and a host of others. The Com=
mission has already held one seminar on community
development and is holding a conference of African
statisticians at present. These are only a start, but
they are a good start. Having regard, therefore, to the
scope of the Commission's activities in regard to tho
peoples of Africa, as determined by resolution 671 A
(XXV) of the Economic and Social Council, we are
confident that this Assembly will adopt the Secretary=
General's modest budget estimate for 1960, because
if the Commission does not have the necessary funds,
it would be compelled to cut its essential programmes.
I feel certain thatthe Assembly wouldnot desire to see
the essential programmes of the Commission handi-
capped.

28, The importan¢e of all these economic activities
and co=ordination cannot be minimized. If the in=
dependence of Africa and other Statos is tobe a reality
and an achievement in fact and not in words, economic
freedom must, at the same time, be ensured to them,
There mmnst be no vestige of interested or egotistic
controls, My delegation sees no justification for the
conclusion, by administering Powers, of agreements
with Trust Territories ensuring in advance to such
Powers privileged positions upon termination of Trus=
teeship. Nor do we believe that justification exists for
so directing or cperating econcmic arrangements
between countries of one region as to conserve or
extend economic controls over peoples struggling
towards economic as well as political independence.:

29, The social life of the peoples of Africa, apart
from such daily human anxieties as aifiictthe world at
large, is dominated by one consideration: the eradica=
tion of the evil of racial discrimination, Unfortunately,
during the past year we'have not seen any improyement

. in this matter; onthe contrary therehastaken place an

intensification of the policy of racial discrimination.
My Government are deeply concerned over the polioy
of racial discrimination prevajling in the Union of
South Africa, South West Africa, Kenya and in other
parts of Africa, Much has been said about the disre=

. gard and defiling of the sacred work of God. I need not

deal at length with this matter, but will simply point
out that our positicn in this matter is recorded by the
resolutions we have adopted at the Accra and Monrovia
Conferences. These resolutions have the'same intent
and purposes as those adopted by the General As—
sembly from year to year.

30. To sum up, the year 1959 has seen the solution of

‘one important question, namely, the questicnof Cyprus, -

It has also seen a trend in international life which if |
properly cultivated and encouraged, could lead to the,
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solution of the differences endangering international
peace and gecurity and thereby activate a desire to
live under the rule of law, Sustained efiort to solve
differences dividing the world could also contribute to
‘what must ultimately be the purpose of this Organiza=
tion, namely security under the law.

31. To realize this lofty purpose, there ismuchto be
done. There is the problem of disarmament which
awaits solution, there is the task of helping millions of
Africans to emancipate themselves from the clutches
of colonialism, there is also the immense task of im=
proving the economic and social standard of many
countries of the world, However staggering these tasks
may be, it is rewarding to be assembled under the
rooi of one Organization and to dedicate curselves to
their solution so that we and succeeding generations
will be able to live infriendship andunderstanding, for
those are the foundations of permanent peace,

32, Mr. KHEIR (Sudan): May I request Mr. Benhima,
who is in the Chair, to communicate to Mr. BelaGnde
my hearty congratulations on his election to the high
office of President, His brilliant career, hishigh aca=
demic achievements, his devoted association with the
international Organization from the early days of the
League of Nations, are but 2ome of his great qualities
that fit him ideally for this high office. His unanimous
election to the Presidency of thisfourteenth session of
the General Assembly is a reflection of the esteem in
which he and his great country are internationally held.
We are confident that wiaer his wise guidance this
session of the Assembly will go into histoxry as the "Asg«

gsembly of peace". I pray to God for his speedy re=~

covary.

33. To the Secretary-General and to his collak s
rators in tlie Secretariat and the specialized agenciec
goes our profound appreciation for doing so well a job
that is so well worth while doing.

24, I am addressing the Assembly today from this
rostrum to reaffirm the dedication of the Government
of the Republic -of the Sudan to the ideals of this Or=
ganization: "to save succeeding generations from the
scourge of war", ™o reaffirm faith in fundamental
human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human
person, in the equal rights of men and woren and of
nations, large and small", and to promete justice,
respect for law, social progress, seif-determination of
peoples, sccurity, and the capacity of men to "live to=
gether in peace with one another as good neighbors",
It is our dedication to this Organizationasa temple of
faith, and a symbol of man's best organized bhope to
substitute the conference table for the battlefield that
inspired the formulation of our foreign policy on 17
November 19t8, The first substantive paragraphs of

that basic statement of Foreign POlle appear under -

the heading of "Our Foreign Policy inthe International
Community". May I be allowed the liberty of quoting a
few sentences from that document:

"In the sphere of the United Nations we will act,
guided by the United Nations Charter, applied ob=
jectively and impartially, sparing no efforttouphold
the cause of right and justice. We will stand by the
nations struggling for their liberty and independence
in accordance with the principles of the United
Nations and the rights of man."

"We are fully aware of the fact that we are still a
growing nation, but we feel our obligations vowards

the international family, and we will do our best to -
play our humble part in furthering the cause of
justice and the principles of liberty and peace,"

This, in a nutshell, is our firm and considered attitude
towards the United Nations. It is an attitude based on
our conviction that we are participants in the life of
the world.

35, The Members of the United Nations and their
representatives meet in these regular sessions tore-
new a pledge and thereby to perpetuate a dearly
cherished hope of peace through right and justice.It is
this common craving for peace, it is the international
pursuit of happiness and the necessity -of co=operation
amongst ourselves to achieve the noble ends conse=
crated .n the Charter of the United Nations, that bring
them together every year in this international forum. -
They meet here annually to discuss certain questions

anent the world situation, the satisfactory setilement
of which we believe to Le conducive to promoting the
purposes for which this Organizationhas been created.

36. In looking at the agenda before us, may I be al=
lowed to zubmit brief comments on those items ahout
which the views of the Government and the feelings of.
the people in the Sudan are relatively more vocal? I
am anxious to assure you that in contributing these
comments here, or in adopting ce¢rtain stands during
our discussions ir. the Committees, the members of the
delegation of the Republic of the Sudan are animated by
a keen desire to promote peace and international co=
operation, Our reactions and our positions derive
solely from loyalty to convictions aand philessihies
honestly adhered to by the Government and people of
the Sudann A

37. The first question is that of Palestine, For eleven
years now the tragedy of the Paiestine Arab refugees
has been pajnfully tearing through the inner fibres of
the human conscience. Throughout these agonizing
years, scores of thousands of those innocent victims
of aggression and treachery have been living under
conditions of immeasurable misery and injustice. The
plight of the Palestine Arab refugees is an extreme
example of a phenomenom that has, deplorably, be=
come symptomatic of our present day life: on the one -
hand there is the conflict between the rule of law and
the principles of justice and, onthe other, there are the
dictates of power politics. It will be a sad day for this
world, before it becomes a seal to the doom of this
beloved Organization, when the powers of the latter are
permitted to prevail over the innate virtues of the
former,

38, The facts that gave birth to the tragedy of the '
Palestine Arab refugees are only too obvious toall the
Members of this Organization. Butby way of a respect=

+ ful reminder, I feel it will refreshthe representativest

memories to refer toafew decisions of this Assembly,
As long ago as 14 May 1948, the United Nations ap=
pointec a Mediator who, in discharge of the trust of the
United Nations, stressed the right of the Palestinians
to return to .their homes. Consequent upon this, the
Assembly passed resolution 194 at its third ses.sion
which states in paragraph 11:

" .. the refugees wishing to return to their homes
and live at peace with their neighbours should be
permitted to do so at the earliest practicable date,
and that compensation shouldbe paidfor the property
of those choosing not to return and for loss of or
damage to property ... ."
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Subsequent resolutione have almost annually reaf-
firmed this. position.

39. Now the ‘question is: why is the United Nations
showing signs of apathy in ensuring compliance with its
resolutions? We hate to yield to the tempting answer
that the intransigence of one Member State has weighed
against a cause which the United Nations iiself has
consistently declared as paramount and invincible, We
alsc regret to see that the world, if it is really sym=
bolized by this Organization, is bowingto any pressure
whatsoever.

40. We submit and insist on the enforvement of Gen=
eral Assembly resolution 194 (II) which offers the
‘choice of return or reseitlement and compensation,

41. The United Nations assistance so kindly extended

to the refugees is acknowledged as an act of human -

solidarity, as isnolessthe Secretary=General's strong
and unreserved recommendation 'in his recent pro=
posals for the continuation of United Nations Assistance
‘to Palestine Refugees [A/4121],

42, Speaking, however, of assistance to the refugees
and of gratitude for such assistance shculdnotblind us
' to questions of essence., How long will this assistaace
endure? And for how long will it be endured? Living

indefinitely on charity, however ragrudgingly given, is

most repugnant to human pride and dignity, Human
dignity can only ebb to a cevtain abyssbut not beyond.
What then if such an abyes has already been reached?

43. The answer, in the view of the delegation of the
+ Sudan, is clear and has been clearly endorsed by the
Secretary=General in his document, when he says, and
I hope I am correct, that afinal soluticn to the problem
of the  refugees as such cannot be divorced from a
solution to the political and psychological problem of
_ Paiestine in its entirety.

44, The second question is that of Su_ez. The d_elega-
tion of the Republic of the Sudan notes that several .of
the representatives who spoke before have emphasized

the necessity and propriety of freedom of navigation

on international waterways, In this context some of
- these speakers deliberately, we'think, ailuded to the
Suez Canal 2 cne of those 1nternational waterways

where freedom of navigation should not be hedged by |

any conditions or considerations, With this latter point
of view, the delegat;l.on of the Sudan finds it difficult to

‘agree,
45, Tt is unquestionable that the Suez Canal constitutes
an integral part of the national territory of the United

Arab Republic and as such it is subject to the sovereign
_control of that State, The corollary is that a territorial

soverelgn is rightflly entitied to restrict thatfreedom

of navigation in favour of its national security. Con=
siderations of natio\al security may amount, and in
this case do amount, to the right of denying that free=
dom to shipping beneficial or related to entities which
are in a state of war with that territorial sovereign. In
our view, this is compatible with the principles of the
1888 Constantinople Convention.

46, The contention of the Israel representative [806th
meeting] that Israsl i3 a small nation, that it wants to
1ive in peace and that it is now subjected unjustifiably
to aggression and economic sanctions has been ade=
‘quately dealt with an explained away by my friend, the
represeniative of Saudi A«abia [808th meeting]. The
crux of the question, however, to putitvery mildly, is

" . not what Israel is but, first, how it came to be; and,

secondly, should the refugees be liquidated together’
with the innumerable resolutions cf this Organization?

The United Nations will not, in my humble submission,

agree, nor will the Arab Statee and peoples, noxr still

the, refugees who have the stronger voice. The referw

ence by the representative of Israel to the Sudan's

complaint is, to say the least, uncalled for and irrel-

evant,

47. The third point is the atomic tests in the Sahara,
In its first statement of foreign policy the Government
of the Republic of the Sudan deélared the following:

#In so far as atomic energy is ~oncerned, peace
means the utilization of that energy for the benefit
of mankind, and notfor the destruction of its legacies '
and civilizations, For this reason we appeal that
atomic energy should be utilized for peaceful pur=

_ poses and for the building of anewworld, not for its
destruction. We do not approve of the, present arms
race nor the continuation of nuclear tests for war
purposes. Small States like our country will be the
first to be wiped out, for tho obvious reason that they -
do not have the means to proteot themselves in the
face of such devastating danger.”

it is our loyalty to those fundamental principles of our

foreign policy that conditions our attitude toward the
questions coming before this Aeeembly for considera=
tion,

48, While rejoicmg at the dawn of serious attempts to

ban nuclear tests as part of the larger objective of
roaching agreement on the principles governing dis~»
armament and the regulation of armaments, as or-
dained by the Charter, the Government and péople of.
the Republic of the Sudan were taken aback to learn
that France is contemplating the explosion of anatomic .
bomb in the Sahara. Our reaction to these prejected’

experiments on the very borders of the Sudan cannot be
but one of deep alarm and concérn. My Government has
on several occasions and through diverse media drawn’
the attention of the French authorities to the incalcul=
able dangers and grave consequencee which such ex=
periments are boundto entail, Quite recently, following
the French Goverhment's official decision totest such
weapons in the Sahara, my Government made formal
representations to France in an effort to persuade
France to abandon the project. The Sudan was not alone

.in this, nor is it alone. The¢ Governments of Ghana,

Guinea, Liberia, Nigeria and Morocco have made

. similar protests, and popular féelings throughout the

world=-including France—have been terrified at the
prospect of the dangerous consequences.

49, The area selected for atomic tests is surrounded
by other peoples and countries—tiue Sudan shares a
border of about 2500 kilometres with French Equatorial
Africa, forming part of the Sahara, Some of these
neighbours are independent States which have made
their attitudes known and their voices heard following
the Conference of Independent African States held in
Monrovia, Others are dependent territories whose true
voice is not heard in these counseéls and, as such, the
United Nations has a prime responsibility for ensuring
the security of those countries; The Charter treats the
interests of these 'peoples as . "paramount" and des-
cribes the promotion of {heir well~=being as "a sacred
trust", What greater interest, may I ask, without
impertinence, is there for a man thanthe safety of his -
person? And how can a duty be "sacred" or "more
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sacred” if it does not extend to the protection of human
life against the imminent danger of total annihilation?

50, It is indeed a cause for regret and disappointment
that France, a founding member of this Organization
and a permanent member of the Security Council, on
whom falls a special duty for the maintenance of in=
ternational peace and security, should be the one who
is about to fail in the discharge of that duty.

51. We note, in a memorandum circulated by the
French Migsion, that France is trying to justify its
proposed action by drawing comparisons between its
tests and those previously carried out by other Powers.
This, we submit, is.an invalid argument because,
firstly, those Powers carried out their tesis either on
their own territories or with the consent of the owners
of such territories. Secondly, those Powers have now
declared their intention to suspend their tests pending
agreement on the whole question of cessation of nuclear
tests. We are advised by experts that, because of the
nature of climatic conditions in the Saharaandthe be=
naviour of the prevailing winds there, the chances of
fall=out affecting vast areas are very great. The note
goes on to state that the distance between the testing
ground and the nearest inhabited point will be about
1,600 kilometres. This calculation presupposes the
existence in the French Sahara of a circle of 2,000
kilomatres in diameter .that is totally unmhabited To
the best of my knowledge an area of such dimensions
does not exist. The effect of the fall=outbecomes even
' more serious and widespreadin theface of the fuct that
the inhabitants of the Sahara are nomads, whose move=
ments follow no certain pattern,

52, On the question of general disarmament, we
believe that the solution of the problem is the key to the
consoiidation of peace. In this context, we are gratified
to note the establishment -of the Ten-Power Committee
as a serious attempt of tackling the problem., We ap=

preciate also, the communiqué [DC/144] made by the -

four Powers to the Secretary-General in which. the
countries concerned declared their intention to keep the
Disarmament Commission informed of the progress of

their deliberations, because the question of disarma=.

ment and the regulation of armaments is of over=-riding
'~ concern to all the Members of the Uniteg Nations. .

53, As a member of the Airican family, the Republic .

of the Sudan welcomes the advent amongst the Members
of this Assembly of Togoland, the Cameroons, Nigeria
and Somalia. But there are other conimunities yearn=
ing for liberation and independence, who have pinned
their faith to this Organization for peaceful seitlement,
8o that they might devote their energies to the con=
structive tasks of development andprosperity. Wefeel
we are entitled to make their voice heard. We have
ourselves passed through the same phase and know
their motives and aspirations, which are the natural
‘motives and aspirations of men and women asserting

their inherent right to live inliberty and dignity, Their

'right to be the arbiters of their own destiny, to live in
dignity and to promote their standards of living in
larger freedom is a natural right which has been re=
affirmed in the Charter. The alternative, and I must
here strike a warning, is disturbance and violence or,
in other words, another Algeria,

54, This brings me to the Algerian question. Forfive
years war, and a very hot war, hasbeen raging in that
country with' all its consequences—loss of human life
and property, For the last five weeks the whole world,

the Algerians included, have held their breath waiting
for the French Government to recognize the fact that
the time has come for the Algerians tobe independent.
A huge pile of hisinrical precedents have established
that no power, no force, nothing whatsoever, can stop
a navion from attaining independence.

55, For the purpose .of creating and maintainring a

suitable atmosphere with a view tohelpingboth parties

reach a happy compromise, the delegation of the Re=

public of the Sudan refrains from any comments on the’
French communiqué., However, we agree wholeheart=

edly with the reply of the Algerian Government which,

by showing its readiness to discuss the political and

military aspects of a cease~fire, as well as the details

of the application of self=determination, has manifested
a sense of responsibility towards its problem as re=-
lated to the background of international peace and world

tranquillity. This attitude is worthy of as hearty a

welcome and as strong a rupport as was accorded

earlier to the French communiqué.

56, It is to the conscience of the French people, to the
descendants of the French revolution, who established
the principles of liberty, equality and fraternity, that
the people of the Sudan appeal, applying for a ¢cease=
fire and not pacification, and for a dignified attitude
towards the Algerian people as represented by the
Provisional Government. It is with this Government,
the .Algerian Provisional Government, and this Govern=
ment alone that lie the jurisdiction andpowe; to order

a ceage~fire in Algeria, '

57. Allow me to refer very briefly to the following
questions: It may not be out of place to mention here
the tense situation obtaining in some parts of the
southern Arabian Peninsula, We would urge, in all
sincerity, that solutions corresponding to the aspira=
tions of the peoples of these areas andin keeping with
their right of self=determination be fourid without delay.
We believe that the cause of peace and the maintenance.
of friendly relations will be served if approaches con=
sistent with the spirit and letter of the Charter are

' brought to the settlement of the issues involved,

58. We are convinced that the representation of China
would ‘not only recognize the legitimate rights of the
Chinese people and their Government, but would surely
enhance the effectiveness of this Orgamzation. Today
the United Nations can rightly pride itself in securing
the eifective participation of most Governments of the
world. A respectable number of these ‘have already
recognized and established dipiomatic relations with
the People's Republic of China, That is why we, the .
delegation of the Sudan, regretthefactthatthe General
Assembly did not find it possible to include in its
agenda for the current session the question of the

‘representation of this great world Power. We sincerely

hope that the General Assembly will revise its judge~
ment in this regard in the near future,

59, Once again, and for the eighth time, the question

of race conflict in South Africa resulting from the
policies of "apartheid® of the Government of the Union-
of South Africa comes before the General Assembly of
the United Nations agenda item 61. The delegation of
the Sudan notes with grave concern that, despite the
repeated and unanimous condemnation by-the General
Assembly of such a reactionary policy, which aims at
the absolute and complete oppression of the Africans
and other non=Europeans in all spheres of life, the
Government of the Union of South Africa continues to_
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introduce new legislaiive and administrative measures
as a result of which themereidea of racial equality in
the Union of South Africa amounts to treason.

60. The Sudanese people, who strongly believe in the
Purposes and Principles of the United Nations Charter
and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

. strongly condemn this suicidal policy which is acom=.

'»‘plete negation of all human ideals, and appeal to the
United Nations to keep the issue alive in order to up=
hold the principle of freedom.

61. The Sudan has always taken a keeninterestin the
constitutional development of the United Nations., We
conceive of the United Nations as an Organization
created to respond to the requirements of an intrin=
sically dynamic world. The world of today is not that
of San Francisco. It is changing and will continue to
change. As aresult, the scope and activity of the United
Nations and its organs is rapidly expanding, notably in
the economic, social and humanitarian fields. This
fact was clearly envisaged by the original drafters of
the Charter and was reflected by the inclusion of
Chapter XVIII. In the view of the delegation of the Re=
public of the Sudan, a revision of the Charter capable
of accommodating these factors seemsbothrecessary
and timely. The delegation of the Republic of the Sudan
has specifically in mind a possible expansion in the
Security Council and the Economic and Social Council
with a view to providing a more representative set=up.
We also believe that the strengthening of the authority
of the Internatioral Court of Justice by an increase in
the number of Judges or by the conferring on them of
greater powers will be salutory to the international
community.

62. TFurther, a revision of certain Charter provisions
that have, in recent years, occasioned heated con=
troversies with a view to recenciling their interpreta=
tions, might remove causes for friction-~even if only
verbal-=hetween Members of this Assembly. My dele=
gation has particularly in mind the relation of Article
2 (7) to Article 1 as awhole and Article 10 (1) in mat~
ters of interpretation relating to competence,

63. At this juncture and after referring t0 the high=
lights of our foreign policy, I find it most appropriate
to speak briefly about our economic objectives. Our
policy in this respect has been explained on several
occasions before, but I would like to emphasize once
again that the financing of economic development has
been the major preoccupation of my Government, A
comprehensive policy regarding foreign investment
and foreign capital has already been planned and the
required legislation which will give effect to the prin=
ciples already outlined has also been promulgated,
From the beginning, my Government has attached great
importance to an over=all economic develoyment of the
Sudan in every field in order toraisethe material and
moral standards of the Sudanese people.

64, We strongly believe that in the absence of an en=
lightened economic policy the political and social ade
vancement of our people would be seriously retarded.
That is why we are happy to welcome all sorts of
economic assistance which the United Nations can
afford to render. :

65, So far as the industrial field is concerned, it is
true to state that most, if not all, of our public utilities
are already State~owned. In a country like ours where
private capital is either shy or scarce, it is assumed
that the Government.will embark on industrial enter=

prises without any preconceived idea that the State
thereby intends to create any sort of public monopoly
for industrial enterprises. Such an arrangement is
expected to continue as long as private capital, local
and foreign, is not available,

66. I am gratified to state thatinJuly 1958, the Inter=
national Bank for Reconstruction and Development
[IBRD] advanced a loan equivalent to$39 millionto my
country for the development of transportation. This ig
IBRD's first loan tomy countyry, whichbecame a meme=
ber of IBRD in September, 1957, This loan will finance
the imported equipment nceded to increase capacity
and improve the operating efficiency of the railways and
of river transport services onthe Nile; tobuild two new
railway extensions into productive ones in the
Southern and Western Sudan, and to increase herthing
capacity at Port Sudan on the Red Sea, the country's
chief outlet to the world.

67. My Government, during its short term of office,
has been genuinely and keenly active in exploring all
the possible ways that will help the establishment of
local industries. Such industries as gereration of
hydro=electric power, textiles and others are under
way, but much remains to be done. My Govern=
ment would therefore be more than happy tosee more
collaboration on the part of the highly~developed
countries to help the under=developed countries build
up their economies.

68. In this connexion, I wish to state tha’ the main
chstacle which my Government has encountered inthe
development of the private sector is notthe absence of
investment opportunities but rather thelack of capital.
This stems irom the meagreness of domestic saving
as well as the scarciiy of foreign capital,

69. The Government of the Republic of the Sudan has
anncunced a liberal policy toward private capital and
has offered privileges and concessions w” ich are suf=
ficiently atiractive to any genuine investor. Despite
that, foreign private capital is not forthcoming, This,
in my view, is due to the fact that the international
movement of capital has lost the risk=bearing and
enterprising qualities which have characterized its
operation in the past, It is also due to lack of knowledge
on the part of prospective invegtors. Under thesecir=
cumstances, my delegationfeels that the United Nations
organs concerned with the development of under=
developed countries can play a leading role in this
regard. By directing private capital to where theneed
is more pronounced and remuneration is guaranteed,
the United Nations can supplement its. own work pro=
grammes and help the small nations expand their
economies and develop their potential resources.

79. Being a primary=producing country, the Sudan
follows with great interest the effoxts of the Commis=
sion on International Commodity Trade in exploring
ways and means for-'solving the acute problem of in=
ternational commodity trade. I am sure that the solu=
tion of this problem would be an important factor in
maintaining world stability, and would benefit not only
the primary=producing countries themselves, but also
the advanced industrialized countries. For more than
two years now commodity prices have been falling, As
a consequence of this adverse position, my country,
with cotton as its main cash crop, has suffered violent
swings in its balance of payments anda drastic deple=
tion in its foreign reserves. This was the most serious
problem facing my Government, which sparedno effort
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to save the country and redeem it from this eritical
situation, This included action on cotton marketing
arrangements and monetary restrictions. Another
solution is economic diversification,

71. I am glad to say that the efforts made by my
Government to solve this problem have been crowned
with success and we have now been able to dispose of
all our stocks of cotton and other subsidiary crops,
The success we have achieved will not makeus fail to
realize that in order to counter this international
difficulty, collective co=operation is essential.

72. Before I conclude, I wish io refer to two institu=
tions of particular interest to my country. Thefirst is
the Special Funda, Although it is premature to pass
judgement on this new offspring of the United Nations,
we have no doubt that it will discharge its great respon=-
gibilities with the zeal and devotion which is customary
in United Nations bodies. We feel, however, that the
funds at its disposal can be greatly increasedwith the
co~operation of the advanced countries. Indend, its
resources must be reasonably increased if it is to be
effective and to perform its intended objectives.

73. Secondly, I wish to welcome the advent of a new
member to the family of international financial in=
‘stitutions, namely the International Development Ag=
sociation, which is now being processed with the co=
operation of the United Nations, We have no doubt that
this organization will fill a. real gap in economic
- .development and, for that matter, will greatly alleviate
the financial burden conseauent upon it,

74. We recognize that there are human problems
which are difficult of solution, But giventhewill to co=
operate, and given the determination to live up to our
pledges under the Charter, we feel that these diffi-
culties may not prove insurmountable, In conclusion,
let us bring to our discussion of the questions before
us the spirit which this Organization is entitled to
" expect from its Members and the spirit which the Meme
bers themselves are justified in expectmg from one
another. '

Mr, Schmidt (Brazﬂ), ViceuPz'es.ident, took the
Chair. ' '

75, Mr. CORREA (Ecuador) (translate*d from Spime
nigh): Spea.king for the first time from this rostrum at
this session, I should like publicly to congratulate the
President of the Assembly, Mr. Belatinde, and his
country, the Republic of Peru, upon his well=deserved
unanimous election. The special distinction conferred
upon Mr, Belafinde is a just recognition of his re=

markable accomplishments over many years in the .

United Nations and a tribute to his outstanding qualities.
I should like to add my best wishes’ for his recovery.

76. It is a great honour for me to be the spokesman
of the people and Government of Ecuador in this As=
sembly, the highest forum of the international com=
munity. I speakfor a people which, under the protection
of a democratic way. of life, has become fully aware
of the meaning of the peaceforwhich it yearns: a con=
structive peace which wiil bring about justice among
and within nations. I speak for a people which is work=

ing energetically to improve its standard of living and
' 18 proud to join in the crusade for the observance of
human rights.

77. The technologicel advances which makethe world
. 'smaller with every passing day and link the interests

and fates of nations, emphasizing their interdepende
ence, have necessarily turned the attention of all States
to problems==such as disarmament--which were tradi=
tionally the concern of the great Powers and to prob=
lems=-guch a8 economic development=-which until
recently were of interest only to those directly af=
fected. The survival of mankind may depend on the
progress of negctiations between the nuclear Powers
and therefore we all have something to say. Similarly,
the economies of industrialized and under=developed
countries are closely linked, so that the problem of
economic development irrefutably comes within the
jurisdiction of the international community.

78. The speeches made just a year agointhe general
debate here had as their common denominator the hope,
shared by all groups in the United Nations, for a
resumption of negotiations on disarmainent, a sus=
pension of nuclear tests, the establishment of a control
system for the permanent cessation of tests, and an
intensified drive for the rapid establishment of a
system of international co=operation for the peaceful
use of outer space. In-this year's general debate, we
are gratified to be able to note significant progress,
which may turn the tide of history.

79. As pledged in unilateral declarations by the
Powers concerned, no nuclear tests were carried out
in 1959, I should like to reiterate our hope that nuclear
tests will continue to be suspended indefinitely through=
out the world. Testing is even more important than
disarmament in that it threatens the biological ir‘eg-
rity of the human race, which can be affected by the
fallout from the nuclear explosions., We also wish to
express the hope that the Geneva negotiations on a
control system, which may provide a permanentbasis
for the cessation of tests, will culminate in a satis-
factory agreement. :

80, Agreement has also been reached araong the great
Powers to reopen disarmament talks., We can assure
the negotiating Powers that any efforttoeradicatewar
enjoys the support of all theworld's peoples. As Mem=
bers of the United Nations, we who do not directly
participate in the negotiations shall be duly vigilant, in
the hope that the negotiating Powers will very soon be
able to report positive resuits to the Disarmament
Commission. Thus far, the cold war has paralysed
United Nations efforts to achieve disarmament. It
would be absurd, now that there appears to he some
prospect for agreement among the great Powers, that
they should find it preferable to work out their agree-
ments outside the United Nations, We are living in an
era of international democracy in which the constiruc=
tive achievements of statesmen must have the moral
support of the peoples and it wouldbemost difficult, if
not impossible, to find a forum other than the United
Nations for the full expression of that support,

81. International co-operation for the peaceful use of
outer space, waich has become all the more imperative
as the two Powers which have penetrated outer space
continue their fascinating race to conquer it, hasbeen
frustrated in the United Nations because five members
of the ad hoc Cor'mittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space have not seen fit to'serve on it so long as there
is no unazimous agreement regarding its composition,
The continuation of that stalemate may delay a fruitful
co=operation which, if it were started in time, would
avert futurzs conflict. Nevertheless, the ad hoc Com=

. mittee has submitted a report [A/4141] which takes a

moderate approach and does not lose sight of the final
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objective of achieving world-wide international co=
operation in this area. We regard this problem as one
of the most important on the Assembly's agenda and
hope it will be discussed and negotiated in the First
Committee in a spirit of mutual understanding which
‘will result in constructive work and in the eatablish~
ment of the machinery for international co=operation so
essential for its solution.

82, The concern with problems of disarmament, nu=
clear tekts and outer space undoubtedly reflects man=
kind's fear of the dangers of total war. Nevertheless,
it =hould not be forgotten, here in the United Nations,
that the system of collective security encompasses
such less dramatic features as the rule of law and
justice in ali international relations and the need of
smali States for what might be called individual se=
curity, which would dispense them from relying on
armed force as a means of self~defence. Many of us,
representing small States at the San Francisco Con=
ference, dreamed of collective security in a two=fold
sense, namely, world security and individual security,
and saw in the United Nations Charter a first step
towards its achievement. Every year, in this general
debate, we should draw up abalance sheet showirig what
we have achieved and what part of our arduous task
still remains to be done.

83. It is sad to have th admit that renunciation of the
use of force=which is one of the basic commitments
of the Charter-=is not being fully observed, as shown
by events in certain parts of the world. It is to be
deplored that the political climate is such that the
United Nations cannot even serve as a moderating
force in those situations on aworldlevel. On the other
hand, there are encouraging signs. A review of the
fourteen years of the United Nations existence shows
thal an international authority is taking shape which,
in certain circumstances, may preservelaw and order
and which was non-existent prior to 1945. The range
of diplomatic rescurces for the prevention and solution
of international digsputes has broadened substantially as
a pesult of the evolution of the United Nations. UNEF
which is still in the Middle East is an example of the
regources upon which the United Nations ‘cun draw,
The problems of Kashmir, Korea, Lebanon, Jordan,
Laos, although as yet unresolved, illustrate the fact
that the United Nations has responded to the call of
nations which felt the needfor infernational assistance.

84. Since 1945, we have also noted a strengthening of
some regional or‘ganizations whose function, under the
Charter, is to supplement the action. of the United
Nations, With the growtih of the United Nations and the

increasing complexity of problems, theix own impor= -

tance will increase. Thi¥ hasbeen true of the Organiza=
tion of American States which has just given an
impressive demonstration of political maturity at
Santiago, Chile, by coping with a touchy international
situation by appropriate regional action. Perhaps we
should count among the elements contributing to the
new strength of the Organization of American States
the dynamism, the wholesome andlegitimate competl-
tion and the example of the United Nations, which, in
turn, is stimulated by that regional agency.

85, Of course a system of collective security means
that the authority of the United Nations must be
strongly backed by its Member States. Ecuador has
placed its faith in the Organization and accordingly has
supported and will continue to support all measures to
strengthen it. Members of the Ecuadorian armedforces

have served with the United Nations observation groups.
in Kashmir and Lekanon, and, at present, wehave con=
sidered it our duty, despite the economic sacrifices
this entails, to give full support to the continuing and
adequate operation of UNEF,

86. This general debate also offers an excellent op~
portunity for a periodic review of the functioning of the
United Nations. Perhaps more important than a revi=
sion of the Charter=-which kas no immediate prospect
of success—is the periodic review of the functioning of
the organs of the United Nations. Tle lesson of four=
teen years of experience has been, if anything, that the
Charter is adaptnble and flexible and that if it were not,
the United Naticns might have been swept out of exis=
tence by the radical political changes which have oc=
curred since the Second Werld War. It istrue that the
mysteries of world politics hamper its effectiveness to
some extent, Howaver, we still have a vigerous Or-
ganization which has made a place for itself in the
world's conscience, Inhis admirable introduction to his
annual report on the work of the Organization [A/4132/
add.1], the Secretary-General makes some very
pertinent remarks on this question, which should be
borne in mind during our deliberations.

87. Two of the principal organs of the United Notions
have been increasing in strength and effectiveness: the
General Assembly and the Secretariat.

88. At the San Francisco Conference, we small
countries showed foresight in attemptingto establisha
balance among the prmclpal organs so.that the powers
of the Assembly ar the body representing the United
Nations as a whole should not be curtailed. And the
door was left open, in the relevant Articles of the
Charter, for the discussion in this Assembly of any
matter which was not on the current agenda of the
Security Council, Accordingly, when the Council was
powerless to act, the Assembly has rapidly taken de=
cisions on questions of international security, as shown
particularly by the recent emergency special sessions,
Moreover, in relation to the admission of new Mem=
bers, the Assembly took a long step forward towards
universality of membership and enhanced its repre=
sentative nature. Many have expressed fears that the
methods and procedures of the Assembly have notkept
pace with the expansion in its membership. Obviously,
with its larger membership, the ability of the Assembly
to produce positive results may be diminished; on the
other hand, as it becomes more representative, the
Members can get to know and understand one ancther
better.

89. In practice, the broadening of the functions of the
Secretary=General has offset what we might call the
executive limitations of the Assembly. On the other
hand, by participating in a body with such varied com=
position, Member States are continually becoming
more proficient in the difficult art of co=operation and
with every passing day, learning the lessons of inter=
national life, which means a constant give andtake, As
a member of a group of States which comprise almost
half ‘the membership of this Organization fourteen
years ago and now represents barely one~fourth, Ican
assure you that we feel on much more solid ground
now that our role in the Assembly is conditioned by
increasing contacts with other groups and by the cou~
tinuing process of negotiation and conciliation, than we'
felt when it was defined by the simpler but sometimes
artificial system of numerical majorities.Ishouldlike
to emphasize that we are prepared to work in the As=
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sembly in close contact with the delegations of all
groups of States in seeking common areas of agreement
or, when there are none, means for reducing acrimony
and narrowing divergencies,

90. The increasingly important role played by the
Secretary=General, particularly in the exercise of
diplomatic activity, in addition tothose of his funciions
traditionally regarded as political and administrative,
has been a factor in revitalizing the United-Nations in
recent years, His presence at certain diplomatic
negotiations outside the United Nations has been a
symbol of the Organization's concern invital mattors,

His peace-making activities in certain areas have

prevented conflict. His policy of fostering the ciuse of
the under~developed nations has been atrue reflection
of the spirit of the Charter.May Itake this opportunity
to place on record the gratification of the Government
of Ecuador with his work and its support of his efforts.

91, Since we have referred to the diplomatic activity
of the Secretary=General which has frequently been
concerned with the problems of the Middle East, I
should like to state that my country views with concern
the abnormal situation which continues to exist with
respect to free passage through the Suez Canal, both
because freedom of navigation is a valid universal
principle initself, and because of the danger of renewed
tensions in that sensitive area of the world, It is cur
hope that the further efforts of the Secretary=General
and the co=operation of the parties concerned will
successfully resolve this problem,

92, The situation in other principal organs is s me=
what more complicated. The Security Council is still
the organ which bears primary responsibility for the
maintenance of international peace and security. Para=
doxically enough, however, it is sometimes inactive
during periods when the world seems to be plagued
with explosive situations which may jeopardize peace.
We are bound to wonder whether the principle of un=
animity of the permanent members may not to some
extent have rendered it sterile, or whether its member=
ship is duly representative of all parts of the world, or
indeed, whether many international situations cannotbe
settled in a forum so dramatically dominated by the
great Powers. Or is it that States prefer to resort to
other means of solving their problems rather than risk
being involved in major political debates?

93. It is true that occasionally the Council is able to
act in crises such as those which occurredin Lébanon
in 1958 and in Laos in 1959, both very complex situa~-
tions in which the Council was able to take adequate
measures. Given the important function of the Council,

the Secretary=General suggests that it should hold

closed meetings devoted not to the examination of
specific matters but to a study of all those aspects of
the international situation which may fall within its
competence in virtue of the powers vested in it under
the Charter. That might be cne of the possible means
of strengthening the Council and it might perhaps be
worth=while in such maetings to explore the possibili=
ties of imbuing the parties to a dispute with the con=
fidence that their complaints wili be dealt with strictly
on their merits,

94, The Economic and Socizl Council, considered
jointly with iis regionai and fanctional commissions,
bears heavy responsibilities which go beyond purely
organizational matters and include co-ordination with
the specialized agencies.

95. We consider the regional commissions to be an
excellent examwnle of efficiency and well=-directed work,
their success being due in avarylarge measure to the
vision of their executive secretaries, The Economic
Commission for Latin America (ECLA) has acco
plished work of fundamental importance in m ng
Latin American countries aware of their natural re=
sources and preparing them for technical assistance.

I shall have an opportunity later of mentioning its work
in connexion with the establishment of a common
market for Latin America, We cannot, perhaps, sayas
much for the functional commissions, which were set
up as technical organs to advise the Council in their
different spheres of competence, but which in practice
have become bodies representing Governments and
which tend to duplicate the activities of the Council’s
Eccnomic and Social Committees to the neglect of the
technical aspects of their work,

96. Without attempting to discount the praiseworthy
efforts of the members of the Council, we should like
to direct their attention to the 'magnitude of the eco=
nomic and social problems before them and to the
desirability of initiating a new phase of activity in
which the technical approach to problems, as well as
imagination, courage and faith in attempting to solve
them would play the most important part.

97. Perhaps the most significant features of the
present time are the awakening of a social conscience
and the anxiety to improve the economic and social
conditions of the peoples of under~developed countries.
Two=thirds of the world's population, or more than a
thousand million human beings, are refusing toaccept
their low level of living as an eovil against which there
is no remedy, The international community is rebelling:
against the fact that levels of living in the majority of
States = in sixty of the eighty-two States Members of
the United Nations==fall within the category of *under=
developed® and against an economic system whereby in
under-~developed countries the average per capita in=
come has barely increased by $10 in; the last seven
years as against $530 in more prospernus countries,

98. It i= an undeniable fact that the greater part of
the world's population enjoys only the very minimum,
or even less, of the bare necessities for exisience and
survival, It seems paradoxical that, in a world with
immense untapped productive resources, with vast
natural reserves sufficient tofeed a population several
times the size of the present, there should be people
with little or nothing to live on, What is the use of
scientific and technical progress if nothing canbe done
to solve the problem of poverty in a world abounding
with natural wealth?

99, Vast economic resources are squandered onpre=
parations for war and funds for the advancement of
science and technology are diverted more andmore tg
the armaments race, relegating the fight against
ignorance and poverty to second place.

100, This may not be the right moment to make a
thorough analysis of the many aspects of the economic
problem, a task which may very well be left to our
representatives on the Second Committee, but it is
certainly necessary to call attention here to the im=
balance between the falling prices ¢f raw materials
and the rising prices of manufactured goods, Thisleads
to a crying injustice: the purchase of manufactured
goods entails ever greater sacrifices onthe part of the
people of under=developed countries who, as a result of
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the fall in prices of raw materials, receive an in-
creasingly meagre reward for their work., We must
also bear in mind that, because of the progressive
population growth, the efforts of Governments to im=

prove social services always fall short of the goal,

~while new facilities of all kinds become inadequate
even before they are completed. It should alsobe noted
that even if means of financing economic development
have been increasing, in many cases the funds they
provide scarcely compensate for the losses due tothe
fall in prices of raw materials,

101. The problems of under~development have eco=
nomic, sociological and psychological elements that
are so explosive that those who say that the next ten
‘years will be crucial in the history of mankind are not
far wrong, K under~developed couniries are not made
to proceed at afaster pace to enable them to reduce the
gap between them and the indusirialized countries we
shall find ourselves on the brink of undreamed=of
political and social change,

192, The people of the under=developed countries are
well aware that the principal effort toimprovelevels of
living must be a national effort; but they also realize
that their slow economic progress is due in part to
international causes, that the exploitation of resources
require techniques that are still the property of the
advanced industrialized countries and that the eco=
nomic policy of those countries has a definite influence
on the development of the rest. The problem must be
squarely faced in its national, regional and world=wide
aspects,

103, May I refer here to some of the efforts being
made within the United Nations and in Latin America,
On the positive side, I should like to mention that our
economic policy in Ecuador has enabledus tomaintain
financial stability and the balance of payments through
adequate ‘diversification of exports, We have made
good -progress in the liberalization of imports and
foreign payments and, what is more, the daymay be at
hand when my country can announce the free converti=
bility of currency and the unification of its exchange
system, This will mean sacrifices, but«we are en=
couraged by the knowledge that our country is building
its prosperity on sound and solidfoundations and avoide
ing the injustices in income distribution which accom=

pany development financed by inflsiionary methods, -

Moreover, I am happy to acknowledge that Ecuador has
recently received international assistance inthe form
of public loans, and that foreign private investinent is
beginning to show an interest in contributing to the
development of our country.

104. On the regional level, the American countries
have decided on a united economic policy. They have
accepted the simple but precise principles of the so=
called "Operation Pan-America", clearly and feli=
citously set forth by President Juscelino Kubitschek of
Brazil and expressed here by Mr. Schmidt [797th
meeting], head of the Brazilian delegation, who is
presiding over this meeting, in an able speech. "Opera=
 tion Pan=-America® makes it clear that high=-flown
Speeches about Inter~Americanism must be replaced
by a gigantic effort for economic development, without
which political regional co=operation becomes amere
abstraction.

105. "Operation Pan-America" presents a new philog.
ophy which faces the realities of life in our time. It
recognizes the fact that the ideas we have inherited

from the tranqu,i_l past cannot help us to cope with a
world in upheaval and that our thinking andour actions
must be cast in a new mould,

106. A series of efforts is being made within the
regional group of American States as a result of the
Brazilian plan; the Committee of Twenty~one has met,
the Economic Conference waz held at Buenos Aires,
the Inter~American Economic and Social Council is
functioning actively, technical studies are being made
by the Secretariat of the Organization of American
States, We hope that this increasing vigour will reach
its culminating point in the Eleventh Inter=American
Conference at Quito which will begin anew era for the
people of America.

107, In the family of the United Nations, programmes
have been undertaken whichk are on a small scale but
are of vital importance for under=developed countries,
Technical assistance has given tangible results in the
training of specialized personnel, economic planning
and the working out of methods of financing. The In-
ternational Bank for Reconstruction and Development
and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) have ef=
fectively assisted economic development and monetary
stability.

108. I should like to riake special reference to two-
United Nations organs which have engagedin activities
of great gignificance this year the Special Fund and
ECLA.

109, The Special Fund was set. up just a year ago by
the General Assembly [resolution 1240 (XIII)]. The
appointment of Mr. Pa2ul G, Hoffman as Managing
Director was a happy choice. The Fund has launched .
its dctivities with speed, vision and thorough under=
standing of the situation inunder-developed countries,
The principles it has approved and the projects it has
chasen show awareness of its goais, The Fund is in=-
tended to stimulate=<by means of short=term projects
with broad economic scope—the discovery andutiliza-
tion of natural resources and also toact.as a catalytic
agent for private investment,

110, Unfortunately the funds available in 1959 barely
totalled $26 million, while requests exceeded $100
million. We were therefore gratified to hear that the
United Kingdom has generously decidedto increaseits
contribution substantially, and that the United States
has every intention of maintaining its unstinted con=
tribution, It is hoped that at the 1959 Uaited Nations
Pledging Conference on the Expanded Programme of
Technical Assistance and the £pecial Fund, whichisto
be held next week, large and small countries will be
able to follow the lead of the United Kingdom.I am

“happy to state that the Government of Ecuador will

announce an increase of at least 50 per cent in its
contribution as a step towards reaching the target set
in the proportionate contribution scale established by
the Managing Director, Contribution to the Fund is,
for large and small nations alike, in the nature of an
investment which will benefit them in some way.

111, Through ECLA a dynamic impulse was given this
year to the project of a Latin American common mza~=
ket, a long=cherished ambition of our countries which
has hitherto been unrealized but which has assumed
new significance in the light of experience in Europe
and Africa. The common market answers the need of
the Latin American community for industrializing,
increasing its agricultural productivity and dealing
with the structural problems of its development, We
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have now realized that it is onlyby pooling our produc=-
tive resources and our markets that we canmaintain a
rate of growth that will enable the Latin American
countries to draw nearer to the more industrialized
countries and to cope with the problems causedby the
rapid increase in population. Under present conditions
the isolated developmert of national econpmies scat=
ters our resources, reduces our markets and does not
allow us to take full advantage of the dynamic factor
of population growth,

112. The population of Latin America is at present
more than 180 million and will be three times that
number in forty years' time., Yet the average per
capita income is scarcely one-tenth of that of the
United States and one=fifth of that of the countries in
the European Common Market. There has been some
‘decline in development figures in the last few years,
caused by the drop in the prices of raw materials, and
this has strongly affected capital investment, limiting
it almost entirely to domestic savings. International
public loans received have barely compensatedfor the
. losses occasioned by the unfavourable balance of trade,
so that these loans being atleast in part compensatory,
failed to produce the desired effect of stimulation.

113. At the eighth plenary session of ECLA heid at
Panama in May of this year, it was unanimously decided
that a group of experts from member Governments
should, at the beginning of 1960, draft an agreement for
a common market, based on the studies made by the
Committee on Trade and particularly by the working

party set up by that committee and consisting of out= -

standing personalities of Latin America. The draft
agreement, which will be submitted for signature to
the member governments, will provide for the estab=
lishment of a free=trade zone which will gradually be
converted into a customs union.

114, Latin America has built great hopes on the com=
mon market, and I should like to expressto the Secre=
tary-General the gratitude of my Government for the
work accomplished with such dedication and #kill by
Dr. Rafil Prebisch, the Secretary of ECLA and his
colleagues.

115, The General Assembly is beginning its fourteenth
session with an agenda comprising many difficult
problems. My delegation will state iis views on these
problems in due course, basing its attitude onthe Pur=
poses and Principles of the Charter, which isnot only
a constitutional document but a code of international
conduct. At this initial stage I have merely outlined
our chief concerns, fears and hopes as we prepare to
face the unknown perils which threaten us today. My
delegation brings to this Assembly its deep conviction
that technological progress will be an effective instri=

ment in the removal ¢f economic inequalities, that.

distrust between blocs of States will disappear tomake
way for a constructive peace andthat this Organization
will be regarded by succeeding generations as a symbol
of the unity and progress of mankind., -

116, -Mr. GUTIERREZ (Chile) (translated from Spa-
nish): I have great pleasurs in paying atribute on this
occasion, on behalf of Ciiie, to the President of the
general Asgembly, Mr, Belsfinde, whois unfortunately
absent. I should be grateful to Mr, Schmidt, who is in
the Chair, if he would convey the gist of my remarks to
Mr, Belatinde.

117, We have known Mr. Belafinde since he began to
show an interest in international problems==the logical

outcome for a: mind like his, attuned to noble purposes,
We have since watched him take in his stride the end=
less round of conferences and assemblies of this type
and have admired his cool, valanced mind. Thus in
every respent he seemed exceptionally qualified to
occupy a position apart from the rough=and=tumble of
political disputes and closely identified with the prin-
ciples which gave birth t) the United Nations Charipr.
We algo pay a tribute through him to a nation which
attained independence at the same time as Chile and to
which we are bound by firm bonds of friendship. '

118. The feelings of a country like ours when we
attend this session are very strange. Let me tell you,
in complete frankness, how we feel: here we have a
world which is expanding every day, a world beset by
problems that are constantly becoming more serious.
At the same timethereis everywhere an 6verwhelming

urge to live, to find a place in the sun. Precisely

because newly independent entities are springingup all
round, a country will feel the imperious needto secure
its political survival. Here are a whole series of new
countries which yesterday were not in exisience, but
today find that they have a destiny tofulfil, beyond the
uncertain times in which we are living. They have the
right to speak and to vote here on the same footing 4s
the most powerful countries. For the first time some
of them can enjoy the privilege of thinking differently
from the countries on which they were formerly de=
pendent. . .

119, To understand how much the world has changed
for the better, let us simply recall the long years that
elapsed betweenthe proclamation of their ividependence

by the Latin Americar republics andthe recognition of

that independence by the mother country, and the still
longer period that other powerful countries ofthatera
waited before deigning to accept them as equals. As
late as the beginning of this century the payment of
debts contracted by a Latin American State with the
ordinary citizens or commercial firms of a number of
powerful countries was subject to coercive measures.
Of course I am not bringing this up in order:to make
charges of historical responsibility; nothing;efurther
from my mind. I simply mention it-to illustrate the

'tremendous progress humanity has que since then

and to show the triviality of our preaent-day com=-
plaints—petty friction between sovereign Powers—in
comparison with the sacrifices of dignity suffered in
the past.

.120. Let us recall that Cyprus should nowbe added to

the long list of colonies orterritories whick have been
granted their independence by England; that Nigeria °
will shortly become a federation and that Belgium is
already talking to us about a free constitution for the
Congo. Soon Togolandandthe Cameroons under French
administration will no longer be dependent ‘upon
France.

121, Thus, around us is a world bearingthe hallmark,
of its origin. Anything can be expected of it except
suicide. Hence our earnest wish is to see every seat
in this Assembly occupied by representatives of coun~
tries which are truly independent, and by that I mean
countries whose democratic structure allows them to
reflect the freely expressed thoughts of free men, To
put the matter differently, what is the use of the en~
lightened outlook of the highly advanced nations if
certain parts of the world are still under the sway of a
disguised imperialism or of despots whose wordis law?
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122, A country is not a name, or aflag, or a national
anthem, It is a design for living based on tolerance
and justice. If democracy seems to many people to be
an imperfect system, let us admit that tyranny has
given little evidence of its merits, other than the
rapacity to serve, blindly and for a limited period,
some sinister purpose,

123, The problems facing the world today are so vast
and have such wide ramifications that it wouldbe fool=~
ish for me to try to deal with them. Besides, Chile
belongs to a regional organization which endeavoursto
avoid friction and to settle its little differences without
having recourse to so wide a stage as this Assembly,
The organization in question has just achieved some

very satisfactory results at Santiago as has been.

recalled here by other speakers. There is no need
therefore for me to sing its praises. I will merely
reiterate our faith in the effectiveness of its methods.

124, However, I do feel that we should contribute
something of our own experience in regard toa few of
the matters with which we have to deal. At the Santiago
Conference,4/ the principle of non—intervention was of
course reaffirmed.

125. This principie which inthe past placedthe former
Spanish colonies beyond the reachof any foreign juris=-
diction threatening their recentiy-won independence,
now forms part of a statemen’ of principles for our
- own internal use. It isno-less yaluable for that reason,

126. There is a tendency to meddle in the affairs of

- other Governmenis or to j dge them from our own
particular point of view. This is especially true where
frontiers permit easy contict between individuais and
even actuel infiltration with a view to changing pre-
vailmg systems.

127, This would be a most unfortunate policy as far
as American co-existerce is concerned, Asthe Presi-
dent of Colombia saiil recently, each nation should
purge its own system: of the defects which lower its
prestige in the eyes nf others, Otherwise, we would
iorover be fighting crisades of liberation, as danger=
ous as they were turliulent. M

128. There is a great deal oftalk about human rights.
Tris expression is 5ot at all unrelated to the political
systems prevailing in various places. Nor is it un~
related to the riglit of the citizen to conduct himself
as such, and to th¢ right of the masses to a minimum
of well-being. I am aware that this Assembly considers
them as being on different levels; but unfortunately I
do not see any way of separating them within the
framework of certain concepts which we must extol,
defend and encourage wholesale, if democracy is to up-
hold its prectige and fulfil its objectives.

129, It is clear that the individual human being iz
consiantly acquiring more international irc;:ortance, if
_one may put it that way. The first step was to condemn
slavery and white-slave traffic. Thenthe international
community went somewhat further and facedthe prob-
lem of refugees. Now it is felt that we cannot remain
indifferent either to the fate of our brothers where
their rights are not recognized or they are ill-treated.
The word "civilization" has acquired a much broader
meaning than it had twenty or thirty years ago. Its
roots have buried themselves deep inthe human spirit,
which has continued to gain strength, until little by

4/ Fifth meeting of Consultation of Ministers of ForeignAffairs of the
American States, 12-18 August 1939,

little a new map of the world has emerged, with
frontiers now based on similarity of thought. Today we
know which are the sectors where civilization prevails
and which are the ones less worthy of respect, even
where their material success is unquestionable,

130. For us at least, countries where people are
persecuted for political reasons or where the prisons
are filled with persons who have not committed civil
crimes, are not civilized countries,

131. This theoretical attitude is not to be confused
with the principle of non-intervention by one country
in the affairs of another. It is distinct in character
and in object. It pursues an ideal, of course. It is
rather like the adoption of a person in political
trouble who is out of reach, by many scattered per-
sons who speak on his behalf and defendhis interests,

132. My country believes that if such a doctrine is
put into effect its repercussicns could be very vast,
The exaltation of the State as an entity to be given
unquestioning obedience would be offset by the exalta-
tion of tiie individual with both his obligations and his
rights. The primacy of the State brings with it the
subjection of the individual conscience, because a
person cannot be changed into an expendable com-
modity without at the same time being deprived of all
his innermost convictions,

133. The code of human rights is not yet written,
although it is outlined at the bzginning of nearly all
our constitutions, It is made up, specifically, of a
combination of principles linking human beings with
their Creator. It tends to «onsider a man as the
brother of all other men, who safeguard him from
afar, He is removed from the arbitrary laws of the
tribe and placed under the common protection of the
human\family.

134. My country understands this because within its
borders there are certain practices which link us to
the most highly develope:l civilizations. I refer to
the juridical system, and understand the reference—
namely, to the climate which is created where indivi-
dual rights are respectsd, where courts operate
independently and laws &re obeyed ew<n though we
may not like them,

135. However, it cannot be expected that at a time
like this, full of unrest for a variety of reasons, the
masses will continue to respect and exlol the juri-
dical system if at the same time they do not find it
effcctive in solving some of their most urgent needs
as a society.

136. We are glad, therefore, that the so-called
"operation Pan-America" is making fairly rapid pro=
gress on the practical level. Strengthening national
economies by direct measures and improving the
conditions of the masses is tantamount to enhancing
popular respect for certain principles which at this
time are being seriously challenged. It is perfectly
logical for people to judge doctrines on the basis of
the extent of the benefits they derive from them. It
is not a question of extolling the materialistic aspect
of the problem; it is simply that proof must be forth-
coming that democracy on the political level, like
private enterprise on the economic level, does not
merely consist of phrases which conceal an outlook
inimical to the welfare of the workers. Conversely,.
these concepts must be given a value in keeping with
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the times, which will dignify, enhance and strengthen
them.,

137. The Government of my country considers that
along with the contributions or support it receives
from abroad, it has the duty of putting its own house
in order. It is doing so, though it is no easy matter.
It believes that confidence must be earned before it
can be accepted with dignity.

138. I should like now to refer to the machinery of
disarmament in relation to collective security. It
would be hard to find any nation more eager than we
are to divert for urgent sucial uses a large porticn of
the funds which are today being spent in certain par-
ticular fields. We realize, however, that other coun=-
tries have a greater say in the matter than has ours.

139. For the first time we have heard clear-cut,
detailed disarmament proposals, workedout in stages,
which will enable the great Powers to take a stand on
a matter of serious concern to them, not so much be-
cause of the material burden involved in maintaining
armed forces in a state of highefficiencytoday as be=-
cause of the terrifying prospect for the worid implied
~ in the possible use of the weapons intheir possession.
. I refer to the speech made in this hall by the United
Kingdom Foreign Secretary, Mr, Sélwyn Lloyd [798th
meeting]. The voice of the United Kingdom had been
gaining new respect by the way in which that country,
without high-sounding declarations but with great
understanding of the new times through which the
world is passing, has been opening the door to politi-
cal frezdom in all territories in which the necessary
conditions for establishing a nation were forthcoming.

140. - The case of Algeria, although it affects us only
remotely, cannot leave us unmoved. After holding a

referendum which ratified the permanent status of

Algeria as a French territory, President de Gaulle
has gone further and made new offers which now in=
clude guarantees of a new consultation, inthe broadest
and freest sense, of the inhabitants of Algeria. This

- turn of events--quite apart from the great valuo of

having France as a country respected in the European
community—is a source of gratification to all those
who understand as we do the need to go on clearing
away the problems still darkening the horizon.

141, We are also concerned by the problem of Ger=-
many--a country still divided and afflicted deeply by
other disturbing factors. The agreements reached

during the last. war and the terms of the United .

Nations Declaration and Charter, gave grounds for
hope 'that the division would last only as long as was
necessary to enable Germany to stand on its own feet
physically, legally and politically. No one dreamed
that the division would become the most serious
obstacle to peace in Europe. Unfortunately, that is
the zase, The Gérman nation, by the very calibre of
its citizens, had a right to something better. Today,
when territories decidedly less ready than Germany
for self-determination appear in the Assembly as
territorially complete units, the absurdity of leaving
a great nation without hope of solving the problem of
its unification-—a problem which sh~uld never have
arisen-becdmes even clearer,

142, It will be most helpful to us to have at Santiago
the fine building which the United Nations plans to
erect on the large site made available by our Govern=
ment. and conveniently located for the purpose, ECLA,
FAO, UNICEF, UNESCO and perhaps other organi-

zations with branches in Latin America will be housed
there. Thus the Chilean capital will be in close touch
with a good deal of the work being done by the United
Nations for the common weal in thispart of the world;
and we are certainly grateful for this honour done to
our country, The formal handing over of the land
granted by Chile will take place, and at the same time
a start will be made on the planning and landscaping
of the Vitacura Park,

143. It often seems to us that this warld is badiy and
illogically planned in some ways just as intelligence,
beauty and health are badly distributed. Nevertheless,
we try to make the best of things and respect the laws
which have been established by every community to
make survival and progress possible, In a succession
of stages, man has gradually modified his individual
behaviour so as to make it compatible with the way of
life of others. That process is rightly called civiliza-
tion.

144, It is no mere fancy to think of such behaviour,
s0 wise where human relationships are concerned, as
also applying to the international field, now that the
world has grown so small. It isbecoming increasingly
difficult in this Assembly to defend any idea in con=~
flict with the progressive and fundamenisi achieve=
ments of the mind and the spirit. The principle of
"might is right" is subjected to challenge from time
to time, and its character is altered in the process.

145. K is particularly gratifying for nations like
ours, whose history is linked to the future, to find
that beneath the appearance of selfishness there is a
vast network of mutual assistance, financial contri-
butions and disclosures of scientific knowledge which
has only recently come into the limelight. A certain
type of progress goes beyond the bounds of its coun~

‘try of origin and seeks healthy expansion elsewhere,

wherever it can be useful,

146, The United Nations specialized agencies, the
Bureau of Technical Assistence Operations, the
Technical Assisvance Board, IBRD and IMF work to=
gether with UNICEF, UNESCO ECLA and FAO, and
we could cite many other similar organizations and
offices. My country still cherishes tie hope that the
Special Fund will include among its prejects this year
some educational ones of interest to us. We should
also like to mention the common efforts being made
to establish a Latin American regional market, a
subject on which the previous speaker has said all
that has to be said.

147. With. a future before us which promises a new
world of untold capacity for development, the ab-
surdity of undertaking another war in which it would
perish becomes increasingly obvious. The texture of
the cloth is becoming stronger than its surface sug=-
gests, though it is at the surface that the conflicts

arise. Chile offers all the good will it possesses in

the common effort to build something which will
transcend our differences. :

148, Although the Organization founded in San Fran-
cisco during the war still has not completely fulfilied
the hopes which were placed in it, its existence has

_made possible the inclusion of many countries whose

behaviour, thankless though it may appear, promises
future strength.

149. We are witnessing the greatest evolution that
mankind has ever experienced, and it is taking place
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in an incredibly short period. That the atmosphere
in which i. is occurring should be a strange ard
sometimes troubled one is understandable. It would
indeed be odd if it happened without upheavals, and it
would perhaps be even more dengerous if the atmos-
phere were one of hypocritical silence in which evil
flourished with no time or opportunity to analyse it.

150, Mr. PERDOMO (Eonduras) (translated from
Spanish): The great confidence that the General As-
sembly has placed in Mr, Beladnde in electing him to
his present office and in placing upon his shoulders
the responsibility of guiding our debates should be
interpreted by him af a proper and just recognition
of his qualities as a.. experienced parliamentarian
and statesman, It may perhaps be regarded also as a
tribute to his great efforts to ensure the constant
application of the principles of the Charter. Without
undervaluing his Peruvian origin, I would say that the
granting of these powers to Mr. Belatnde has given
him a continental stature, making him a true credit
to our America.,

151, The present session of the Assembly has com=
menced its work in an atmosphere of harmony and
relative confidence, as though we had agreed in ad-
vance upon an intellectual disarmament, which is as
necessary for carrvying out any useful work as is the
other form of disarmament if nations are to live to-
gether in peace and devote their combined offorts to
the development of progress and culture, thus enab-
ling all peoples to enjoy the gifts whichare at present
reserved solely for certain sectors of this planet. In
order to put an end to this painful contrast between
the prosperous and happy peoples and those suffering
dreadful poverty under the yoke of economic slavery,
in order to make life more human and to fertilize the
land, not with the blood shed on the battlefields but
with the sweat of fruitful labour, it would seem that
the prediction made by Mr. Belatinde in his opening
address [795th meeting], when he said that this ses-
sion of the Assembly would go down in history as the
"Assembly of peace®”, is beginning to come true.

152. The 1958 General Assembly—the first I had the

honour of attending—took place in different circum=
stances. The atmosphere at that time was highly
charged and everything seemed to point to the de-
struction of civilization. By all indications, the. world
was moving towards_its ruin, The least that we can
say today is that the atmosphere has completely
changed. To a certain extent, confidence has replaced
fear, Faith in the rules and principles of peaceful co-
existence proclaimed and supported by the United

Nations is gaining ground and bringing to our hearts °

a message of peace.

153, Vague expressions of good intentions and ab=-,
stract proposals for universal disarmament do not
fill us with optimism but we consider them to be
indicative of a change of mental attitude which may
help .to bring about honourable agreements, Such an
attitude of mind is always encouraging at times when
international tension hag reached a dangerous level.,

154, During the period between the end of the 1958
Assembly and the opening of the present session,
vital developments have taken place -on the inter-
national scene, which the United States Secretary of
~ State Mr. Herter outlined in his statement [797th
meeting]. As Latin Americans, we are particularly
interested in those which have occurred in our conti=
nent.,

155. Possibly the revolution in Cuba, which over=
threw a threatening tyranny and estaklished democw
racy on its ruins, was the event whichhad the greatest
repercugsions in our hemisphere. The Cubanpeople=
following the example of the Venezuelan people, who
had already performed a similar feat earlier in
annihilating an absolutist and corrupt régime and
replacing it by representative government-began to
draw up, in the Sierra Maestra, in a spirit of ideal-
ism, a programme that, when the movement tri-
umphed, acquired full reality in the cities. These two
victories of American democracy, whose impact is
felt far beyond our continent, have opened the road to
human redemption and have given the classes which
have been living in misery and material and moral
want the conviction that blood shed for worthy causes
is converted, by some unexplainable magic, into a
source that nourishes the tree of freedom and gives
stature and dignity to the human race. I should like
to believe that those two revolutions are destined to
alter in some way the course of Latin American life,
A chapter of oppression in the life of the hispanic
peoples is closing and a new chapter of devotion to
freedom and democracy is opening. ,

156, To the Latin American peoples who, since
achieving independence, have organized themselves
under democratic and representative governments,
nothing is more precious than freedom in its various
forms. For that reason, whenever misguided rulers
have temporarily quenched the light of freedom, the
forces of the people have thrown the money changers
out of the temple to which only those who govern in
an honest and responsible manner should be allowed
access. This has been the cause of our constant
internal struggles. Fortunately we have now passed
that tragic phase of our history and a new conscience
is enabling us to consolidate our democratic insti-
tutions and our Governments which are the outcome
of free elections. Then came the situation in the
Caribbean region, which was described as explosive:
attempted invasions of the Dominican Republic and of
Cuba led to the belief that the continental mainland
would become the scene of warlike operations. Fortu=
nately we have a regional body called the Organiza=-
tion of American States which renders war between
the countries of America practically impossible. The
Santiago Conference5/ not only succeeded in warding
off the danger of a threat to peace but also drew up
new principles of American coexistence andstrength=
ened the democratic and representative system in a
statement referred to as the "Declaration of Santi=-
ago". The Eleventh Inter~American Congress, which
is to meet in Quito, the capital of the Republic of
Ecuador, in February 1960, will have to give con-
crete expression to those principles and thus help to
strengthen American international law.

157. Most of the American States have been faced
with a financial crisis caused by a drop in the price
of their basic export commodities on the world mar-
ket, Inflation has weakened their economies and
brought many of them to the verge of ruin, Thanks to
the assistance of IMF, of IBRD and of private Ameri~-
can institutions, this dangerous situation iias been

. overcome and some degree of stability has been

achieved in the price of exportable raw materials.

35/ See note 4.
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168. Something long desired in Latin America ap=
pears at last to be becoming a reality. We refer to
the establishment of the Pan~-American Bank, which,
with the firm support of the Government of the United
States, will soon become a financial institution with
the specific role of assisting in the development of
the economically under~developed countries.

159. We fully realize, however, that “he Pan-Ameri-
can Bank cannot perform the miracle of solving our
economic problems. The countries concerned will
themselves have to solve those problems through
diversification of production and expansion of their
new industries.

160, In referring to the economic problems affecting
the structure of the countries of Latin America and
to the efforts being mad: to solve them, we cannot
fail to pay a deserved tribute tothe vision and wisdom
shown by Mr. Juscelino Kubitschek, the President of
Brazil, in drawing up the continental economic pro=-
gramme known as "Operation Pan-America" which is
designed to give new vigour to the economies of the
Latin American countries, to promote their develop-
ment and to ensure a higher level of living for them
all. "Operation Pan-America" reflects the general
preoccupation and concern but, most.important of all,
it contains proposals for action,

161. The preoccupation is to see Latin America
"share 4ctively in world problems, in a manner com=
mensurate with the magnitude of its contribution and
the responsibility it bears in the solution of world
conflicts". As President "{ubitschek stated:

"I note that in Brazil--snd I believe inother coun=
tries of the continent—there is a growing realiza-
tion that we must no longer remain simply a chorus,
a characterless rearguard, a mere background."

162, The concern is with the problem of "under-
development", the very serious problem of developing
the countries which have only rudimentary economies,

' "Operation Pan-~America™ places on this aspect the

full emphasis required if we are to tackle these diffi-
cult but not insoluble problems.

163, The basic proposal is that there should be joint
and concerted action by the countries of America to
promote their individual national development, to pro-

‘tect the prices of Latin American products on the

world market, to conclide agreements on mutual
sconomic assistance and, above all, to raise the
spiritual and material level of the people of Latin
America through mutual co-operation and a continu
ous exchange of goods between all our nations. The
aim, in brief, is the economic salvation of the nations
of this continent, Impelled by these noble aims,
"Operation Pan-America" had come to life and can

even be said to have become a motte for Latin
America, '

16;1:(.l On another occasion the Prouzident of Brazil
said:

"The struggle against under-development, without
excluding justice and moral law 'which inexorably
condemn the coexistence of poverty and excess of

- riches, represents a long-term investment in the
defence of America, with assured returns."

1656, "Operation Pan-America" is not designed, like
the Marshall Plan, to rebuild but is a purely creative
endeavour, for its aims include investment for the

development of backward areas, intensification of
technical assistance, the search for measures topro=
vide protection against fluctuations in the prices of
raw materials and products, and the prevention of
inflation,

166. In its broadest terms, "Operation Pan-America"
implies a revision of Pan-Americanism, which has
so far manifested itself only in inter~American
conferences and meetings. It represents a noble ideal
designed to serve, actively and positively, the vital
inlerests of our America, It is the expression of a
new and positive attitude.

167. The nobility, sincerity, disinterestedness and
impartiality of this goal were such that President
Kybitschek, in order to avoid any possible suspicion,
saw fit to make the following statement:

"One of the factors that augur most favourably
for the success of this programme-~which is not my
own idea nor that of my country, but that of all the
peoples of America-is that we are not engaged in
any competition for prestige." ‘

He seeks no honour for himself or for his country,
nor does he claim any priority or exclusive rights.
His sincere wish is that this plan shall seem to
spring from the very hec it of America,

168. The peace which the American continent has
enjoyed for several years has been due, in large
measure, to the fact that the peoples have heeded the
principles of international law, that they have shown
respect for legal solutions of conflicts between na-
tions and that they have complied faithfully with the
decisions of conciliation bodies.

169, At the present juncture my country and its
sister republic of Nicaragua have submitted to the
International Court of Justice, for a decision, their
differences regarding the validity--which Honduras
recognizes and Nicaragua denies—of the award on
our border dispute rendered by the King of Spain in
1906. By this civilized procedure our two countries
will eliminate a source of conflict and misunder-
standing that has more than once brought us to the
threshold of war. The judgement of the International
Court will be effective, because the two Governments
have so agreed and there now exists regional Ameri-
can machinery designed to ensure the execution of
decisions handed down by international tribumals. It
should be noted that the Council of the Organization
of American States played a conspicuous part in the
negotiating of the agreement to bring the dispute be-
fore the International Court of Justice.

170, Turning our attention from the American to the
international scene, we would commend the efforts
which the great Powers have made to remove the
dangers of the chaotic situations witich have menaced
mankind with a nuclear war. Perhaps the very fear of
seeing the entire edifice that civilized man has con-
structed over centuries of effort destroyed in a single
moment has moved the Powers which control the
destiny of mankind to hold the harrowing possibility
of war in check.

171. We cannot be enthusiastic about any disarma=
ment proposal when we recall, with deep concern,
that Geneva Conferences on the suspension of nuclear
tests and on the prevention of surprise attack have
made very little progress after months of discussion,
and when with equal concern we remember that
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another, the Four Power Foreign Ministers Confer-
ence, produced, after weeks of deliberstion, no more
than a declaration of mutual desire to continue the
talks on another occasion--which Heaven grant may
be more propitious.

172, The fact is that disarmament is still a Utopian
dream. But if, as Lamartine eloquently said, "Utopia
is the ideal seen from afar", there would be reason
to believe that this distant ideal could become reality,
if account were taken of the laws of nature and his=
tory which are those that govern realizable ideals,

173. Each year we listen, on the subject of disarma=
ment, to eloquent speeches and expressions of good
will in which disarmament is described as the touch~
stone of world peace. It must be recognized, however,
that armaments are not the cause of war but are
simply the instruments which nations use in order to
wage war,

174, Armaments are, in reality, an effect and not a
cause. Nations are arming because of the mistrust
and fear which have reigned since the last world
tragedy. We believe that, even if armaments were
reduced or abolished, the causes capable of unleash=
ing war would remain, But we also believe that by
reducing armaments we should take a step towards
eliminating the so-called cold war, which is sim-
ply the international tension that might, in certain
circumstances, lead to a hot war.

175. We do not wish to minimize the importance of
disarmament, or indeed of a raduction of armaments.
On the contrary, the countries which would beneiit
most as a result would be the less~developed ones—
for, as has been repeatedly said in this Assembly,
the resources which are now employed on the pro-
duction of nuclear weapons, and of armaments in
general, would be used to promote the development of
the under-deveioped countries.

176. The armaments race must ceawe, for it has led
nations to go beyond the earth into outer space in an
insane effort to test the range and destructive power
of nuclear devices. 4

177, It must be said that mankind has not enjoyed
real peace2 since the end of the Second World War.
The ferment of war has envenome:” international
relations. The treaties which the vicwors impose on
the vanquished may put an end to open hostilities,

but they do not create conditions for a stable peace

throughout the world.

178, Peace can be based only on the elements funda-
imental to it; these, in the view of one author, are:
first, the right to a national personality, issuing from
the self-determination of peoples, recognized and
respected by all nations; secondly, the freedom of
nations to develop their powers in full autonomy; and
thirdly, the existence of rules of law which, by their
urniversal nature shail apply equally to all countries.

179, Peace cannot be the result of negative steps,
such as disarmament. Nor can it be achieved by
means of armies, ailiances, or a balance of power.
Peace must be constructed out of positive factors, It
can only become the normal state of nations when
the causes of war are eliminated, when international
law is scrupulously observed by all countries, when
methods for the peaceful setflement of international
disputes have been sc perfected that they cannot be
dispensed with, when confidence reigns, when fear

disappears, and when agpirations to world domination
are held in check--in a word, when brotherly love
again prevails,

180. International peace must be ensured for all
nations through respect for their rights, It wasa wise
saying of Cicero-s that "Justice lies in giving to each
his due", Stable world peace could be attained if the
rulers who decide the destinies of the world united
their intellects and their wills, Peace must result
from an education of the peoples, from a progressive
evolution in the public conscience. A peace not hased
on these processus will necessarily be temporary
and unstable.

181. Experience has shown that the use of arms for
the settlement of international disputes can never
create conditiorns for a lasting peace, since the van~
quished will never accept their defeat but will con=
stantly watch for the hour when revenge will be possi-
ble,

182. Personally, I reject colonialism in all its forms
and manifestations, since I regard it as incompatible
with human dignity. I condemn the oppression of
nations which, though they possess a well-defined
international personality, are unable to project it or
act with complete freedom because they are sub-
jected to the force and intimidation of foreign Powers,
At the stage which Christian civilization has now
reached, any system is an anachronism which fails
to recognize and respect the human rights that, even
in the remote times of Solon, were safeguarded in the
Constitution of Athens.

183. Colonialism is a concept which belongs to the
distant pz2st and whaich, therefore, should by now have
been discarded. Colonialism, in my view means the
merciless exploitation of territories which by natural
right belong to their inhabitanis. It means, moreover,
physical, moral and intellectual slavery-every form
of slavery, and degradation, to which man canbe sub=
jected. It means poverty for the exploited and riches
for the exploiters.

184. Although in thus speaking of colonialism I have,
as I indicated, been expressing purely personal views,
these views are in line with the attitude which my
Government adopted when it signed, together with the
other Governments of Central America, the "Decla-
racién de la Antigua Guatemala" at the first Confer=
ence of Ministers of Foreign Affairs of Central
America--a document which contains a categorical
pronouncement against the survival of colonialism in
America,

185, We regard the recent occurrences in Tibet as
an affront to civilization, involving genocide in its
most brutal forms,

186, Giving credence to what has been printed in the
Press, we condemn the acts of aggressionperpetrated
by Communist China against India—a country which

. since its independence, has devoted its efforts to

developing itself, moulding its future destiny and
constituting itself a promoter of international co-
operation,

187, The thoughts of all peoples are united in their
clamour for freedom, social justice, international co~
operation, and the welfare and security of all, ina
world devoid sither of oppressor or of oppressed na-
tions. By reading the history of mankind-by studying
the past—we can prepare ourselves better for the
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future. Innovation ispart of the law of progress, and the
lessons we must learn in order to accomplish our
clvilizing task are to be found in the heritage of the
ages, even though we may sometimes feel that his-
tory is moving backwards.

188, There exists in the world today a dangerous
situation which can jeopardize international peace if
the right measures are not taken. We have in mind
the situation in the Middle East. In that disturbed
area, there are people who live with rifles at their.
side. Provocation, challenge and menace are common
currency. Aerial incidents succeed one another with
alarming frequency, and certain ships are denied the
right of passage through international waterways
which should, in normal times, be open to the mari-
time traffic of all nations.

189. Peace, in the Middle East, is certainly precari-
ous. This is shown by the simple fact that the United
Nations is compelled to maintain an emergency force
there, The Middle East, in fact, is anarea of potential

conflict. That is the picture painted for us by certain
Arab representatives in this Assembly,

190, When people live in fear of aggression or of
surprise attack, the prospect of peace fades and the
monster of war rears its head. The United Nations
must recognize this harsh reality and exert every
effort to the end that provocation, maritime discrimi-
nation, provocative acts and threats of extermination
shall cease,

191, The basic task of the United Nations isto main=
tain permanent peace throughout the world. But this
can be accomplished only if all the Member States
which have undertaken to respect the principles of
the Charter provide the United Nations with their
resolute and effective co-operation, if they abide by
the decisions of its organs, and if all States, great
and small, strive by concerted and weil-directed
effort, to preserve rather than destory the achieve-
ments of civilization, and the law of nations,

The meeting rose at 6,20 p.m.

L—i?ho in UN,

.
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